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| Iv presenting this Volume to the Public, it seems necessary to say a few 
words as to the plan of publication, and also as to the nature and arrange- | 
‘ment of the contents, especially as there is so very great a difference | 
“between this work and every other, which, under a similar title, or pro- 
‘fessing a similar purpdse, has heretofore ‘Been undertaken in this 
' country. With regard to the first point, it is, as in the present | 
instance, intended, always to divide the mattef, arising in each Session, 
into two Volumes, the first to comprise an account@of the proceedings 

from the opening of the Session to the Easter Recess, and the second! to 
comprise the proceedings from the end of that Recess to the ¢lose of the 
Session. The nature and arrangemi@nt of the contents are as follow : 

I. Two Tables of Contents; one relating tothe House of Lords, the other 

_to the House of Commons, each forming a ladef chronicle of the whole of -. 

the proceedings in the two Houses respectively ; to which Table is added 
another, pointing out where the accounts and other documents afe to be 

.| found. II. A complete List of the Members of the Parliament, . as it 

stood at the opening of the Session; as also a List of His Majesty’s 
Cabinet, and certain other Ministers, as it stood at the same time, III. The 

body of the work contains, in due chronological order, all the Debates, 
Minutes of minor Proceedings, Messages, Motions, Lists of. Minorities, 

&c. IV. Ina part of the Volume pointed out by the Table of Contents, 4 
will be found all the material Accounts, Estimates, Returns, 8c. 8c. 

laid before Parliament ; together with a List of the Acts passed during 

the period embraced by the Volume. V. At the close, of the Volume 

are four Indices; viz., two of the Subjects of the several Debates, the one 

for the T.ords, and the other for the Commons; and two of the Names 

of the several Speakers, following, with regard to the Houses, the same . 
order as before——The Debates, in this work, are given at much i, 
greater length, and with much greater precision, than it was ever before 
attempted to give Parliamentary Debates. Neither care, labour, nor 

expense has been spared. Aid of every useful kind has been resorted 

‘}to; and, in most instances, with perfect success. The insertion cf the 
futstance of the minor Proceedings, under the denomination of Minutes, 

A 2 








eens iaanieaialiaehieeiaes 
— 














ee ee 


—— 


A 





¥ 4 
iv © ) QPvertisemenT. © 


- will be found very use 


* still greater perfection. 
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, ‘to the parli mentary ‘eader and historian; while} 
the selection and emient ‘of the several Accounts and Returns must 
be of inestimable value to all. those who turn their attention to subjects of 
finance ‘or political economy, to ‘military or naval affairs, or, indeed, to 
any subject connected with the resources of the country.—As the work 
has, in the short space of half a session, attained to such an extent of Cit. 
culation, and such a degree of pre-eminence, as fully to warrant the suppo. 
sition, that itis the only compilation at all likely to be regarded. as an 
authentic Record, of the Legislative Proceedings of the present time, so the 
Editor confidently assures the Public, that success; however conspicuoys 
and flattering, will produce no relaxation i in his Jabour or his-care; but 
_that it will, on the contrary, operate as a stimulus to the attainment of 
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2 Ditections to — and the Binder. 


* #* The Sheets comprising the first 576 pages of this Volume were printed 
with a view of forming a part of the Supplement to the 4th and 5th Volumes o 
the Political Register. Owing to the new arrangement, they now, in order to 
avoid reprinting, form a.patt of this Volume, and therefore, the following di. 
rections must be carefully attended to. 


The Volume begins with Signature *L1] page 1521, and goes on to Signa. 
ture *L11 page 1904.° Then follows Signature *A page 993, to Signature *] 
page 1136. After which ,the folios commencing with p. 577, run on regularly t 

~he end of the Volume. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
November 22, 1803. 


AT a quarter past three o'clock, his 
Majesty came down to the House of 
Peers in the accustomed state, and being 
seated in his royal robes upon the throne, 
Mr. Quarme, the Deputy Usher. of the 
Black Rod, was dispatched with a message 
from his Majesty, commanding the attend- 


ance of the House of Commons, who forth- 


with appeared at the bar, with the Speaker 
attheir head. His Majesty was then pleas- 


ed to deliver the following most gracious 
speech from the throne : 
«« My Lords and Gentlemen, 

«Since Ilast met you in parliament, it has 
been my chief object to carry into effect 
those measures which your wisdom had 
adopted for the defence of the United King- 
dom, and for the vigorous prosecution of the 
war. In these preparations I have been se- 
conded by the voluntary exertions of all 
ranks of my people, in a manner that has, 
if possible, strengthened their claims tomy 
confidence and affection: they have proved 
that the menaces of the enemy have only 
served to rouse their native and hereditary 
spirit; and that all other considerations 
are lost in a general disposition to make 
those efforts and sacrifices which the ho- 
nour and safety of the kingdom demand 
at this important and critical conjuncture. 
. Though my attention has principally been 

directed to the great object of internal secu- 

rity, no opportunity has been lost of making 

an impression on the foreign possessions of 

the enemy. The islands of St. Lucia, of 

Tobago, of St. Pierre, and Miquelon, and 

"oo of Demerara and Essequibo, 
OL, 








have surrendered to the British arms. In 
the conduct of the operations by which 
those valuable acquisitions have been made, 
the utmost promptitude and zeal have 
been displayed by the officers employed 
on those services, and by my forces acting 
under their command by sea and land. 
—In Ireland, the leaders, and several in- 
ferior agents, in the late traitorous and 
atrocious conspiracy, have been brought 
to justice; and the public tranquillity has 
experienced no further interruption. [ in- 
dulge the hope, that such of my deluded 
subjects as have swerved from their alle- 
giance are now convinced of their error ; 
and that having compared the advan- 
tages they derive from the protection of a 
free constitution, with the condition of 
those countries which are under the domi- 
nion of the French government, they will 
cordially and zealously concur in resisting 
any attempt that may be made against the 
security and independence of my United 
Kingdom. 

** Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
“« T havea perfect reliance on your public 
spirit for making such provision as may be 
necessary for the service of the year. The 
progressive improvement of the revenue 
cannot fail to encourage you to persevere in 
the system which has been adopted, of de- 
fraying the expences of the war, with as lit- 
tle addition as possible to the public debt, 
and to the permanent burthens of the state. 
—I lament the heavy pressure which, un- 
der the present circumstances, must una- 
voidably beexperienced by my people; but 
I am persuaded that they will meet it with 
the good sense and fortitude which so emi- 
nently distinguish their character, under a 
a ae -y the indispensable importance 
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? 
of upholding the dignity, and of providing 
effectually for the safety of the empire. 
** My Lords and Gentiemen, 

** [have concluded a convention with the 
king of Sweden, for the purpose of adjust- 
ing all the differences which have arisen on 
the subject of the eleventh article of the 
treaty of 1661. Ihavedirected that a copy 
of this convention should be laid before 
you; and you will, I trust, be of opinion 
that the arrangement, whilst it upholds our 
maritime righis, is founded on those princi- 
ples of reciprocal advantage which are best 
calculated to maintain and improve the 
good understanding which happily subsists 
between the two countries. —In the prose- 
cution of the contest in which we are en- 
geged, it shall be, as it has ever been, my 

rst object to execute as becomes me, the 
great trust committed tomy charge. Em- 
barked with my brave and loyal people in 
one common cause, it is my fixed deter- 
mination, if the occasion should arise, to 
share their exértions and their dangers in 
the defence of our constitution, our reli- 
gion, our laws, and independence. To 
the activity and valour of my fleets and 
armies, to the zeal and unconquerable spi- 
rit of my faithful subjects, I confide the 
honour of my crown, and all those va- 
Juable interests which are involved in the 
issue of this momentous contest.—Ac- 
tuated by these sentiments, and hum- 
bly imploring the blessing of Divine Pro- 
vidence, I look forward with a firm con- 
viction, that if, contrary to all just expec- 
tation, the enemy should elude the vigi- 
lance of my numerous fleets and cruizers, 
and attempt to execute their presumptuous 
threat of invading our coasts, the conse- 
uence will be to them, discomfiture, con- 
| atk and disgrace ; and that our’s will 
not only be the glory of surmounting pre- 
sent difficulties, and repelling immediate 
‘danger, but the solid and permanent ad- 
‘vantage of fixing the safety and indepen- 
dence of the kingdom on the basis of ac- 
knowledged strength, the result of its own 
tried energy and resources.” “ 
After his Majesty had left the House, 
Lord Hawkesbury was introduced by the 
Earl Marshal and Lord Great Chamberlain 
in their robes, between Lords Hobart and 
Auckland, on being created Baron Hawkes- 
bury, and took the oaths and his seat in the 
‘House. Lord Westmoreland them moved 
the first reading of a bill, according to an- 
cient usage, before they crag to take 
‘into. consideration his Majesty’s speech. 
Their Lordships them adjourned during 
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read, first by the Lord Chancellor, and af- 
terwards by the Clerk at the table. 

The Marquis of Sligo then rose to move 
an Address to his Majesty, on his most gra- 
cious Speech-from the throne, which their 
Lordships had just heard read, and spoke 
as follows: My Lords—In calling your 
Lordships’ attention to the speech which has 
been delivered from the throne, I trust I 
shall not be considered asarrogating to my- 
selfan extraordinary claim to your consider- 
ation. Little in the habit of addressing you 
on such occasions, and not, perhaps, suited 
to it on any, I shall require much of your 
indulgence, while I endeavour to express 
those sentiments to which that speech has | 
given rise ; though I am persuaded I feel 
them only in common with your Lordships, ‘ 
and with all those who have had the oppor- t 
tunity of attending to it. The importance ( 
of perfect unanimity at this moment, I feel a 
most strongly, and I trust nothing will fall oO 








from me to stand in the way of that most F 
desirable object. . We must. recollect that m 
we have to contend with an overbearing th 
and vindictive.enemy, avowing, as his ob- th 
ject, our destruction, and one who we know, to 
by the melancholy experience of Europe, ont 
will stop at no means to effect his purposes. Vig 
If ever there was a period of more import- oth 
ance in the annals of history than another, ploi 
this is the period. If ever there was a mo- fore 
ment. for peculiar pride in the name of Bri- | rece 
ton, more than another, it is at the present Trel. 
moment. If ever there was a period when that 
this nation, long the envy and admiration Cont 
of the world, could more properly be look- the | 
ed up to for imitation, it is now, when Ing 
every individual, born to the protection of put ¢ 
equal laws, stands forward, without distinc- iotrig 
tion of rank, class, or situation, to shed his us ay 
blood in defence of that invaluable inherit- vernn 


ance. The measures which the prudence of Vigila 


his Majesty’s ministers hassuggested for the was f 
defence of the empire, and which the wis- there, 
dom of Parliament has adopted, have been loyal i 
outdone by the zeal and patriotism of its MP *0urce 
inhabitants, and Great Britain offers itself every 














to the admiration of the world in a novel 
attitude, a nation of soldiers, not brought 
together by the terrors of revolutionary 
laws, not assembled by the unbridled powet 
ofadespotic government. not invited by the 
hopes of plunder from the destruction of 
neighbouring nations, but voluntarily step 
ping forth.on the noblest and wisest pri 
ciples, the possession of an unequalled fe 
of government, a proper sense of its value 
and a determination to die in its defence~ 
France, assisted in her views upop ¢ 
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nations, by their internal dissentions, may 
have the same expectation here, but she 
will find, that, however the wisest may dif- 
fer in political opinions, or however we 
may be divided in another part of the Unit- 
ed Empire by distinctions of religion, there 
are points and principles in which we shall 
be actuated by one mind; we will not be 
invaded by a foreign enemy; we will not 
be dictated to by any one; we will live as 
an independent people, as our forefathers 
have done, or we will not live at all.—But, 
though much of the attention of the King’s 
ministers must have been bestowed on our 
extensive preparations for home defence, 
their labours have not been confined to that 
only. Enterprizee for conquests abroad 


- have been planned, and several colonies of 


considerable commercial value wrested from 
the enemy and added to the dominions, of 
Great-Britain, opening new markets for our 
manvfactures, and, at the same time, cutting 
off the last remnant of foreign trade from 
France. She is effectually deprived of the 
means for the restoration of her naval power, 
the remnant of which, still smarting under 
the recallection of former defeats, confined 
to her own harbours, remains blockaded in 
one of her naval arsenals by the persevering 
vigilance of Admiral Cornwallis, and in the 
other, by a noble admiral, with whose ex- 
ploits in the same quarter, she has had some 
former acquaintance.—With respect to the 
recent events which have taken place in 
Ireland, I can address your Lordships on 
that subject witha considerable degree of 
confidence, having been there previous to 
the breaking out of the insurrection, .pend- 
ing it, and for many months after it was 
put down. A conspiracy, fomented by the 
intrigues of France, was formed, having for 
its avowed object the overthrow of the go- 
vernment. The energy, the firmness, the 
vigilance, and the moderation with which it 
was followed up by the King's servants 
there, gave universal satisfaction to all the 
loyal inhabitants. 1t was traced to its very 
source: not only every ring-leader, but also 
every conspicuous person concerned in it, 
was discovered and brought to punishment, 
after being allowed the fullest benefit of 
those mild, just, and lenient laws, which, in 
their madness, they wished to have overturn- 
ed. I will also further assure your Lord- 
ships, that French fraternization is now ap- 
reciated in Ireland, at its just value, and if, 
the misinformation of their emissaries, 
the enemy should direct their meditated at- 
tack to that quarter, they will find, I here 
pledge myself to your Lordships, a vigorous 
Fesistance from every rank and every persua- 
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sion of the inhabitants.—A continued per- 
severence in the wise system of defraying 
the weighty charge of war, with the least 
possible permanent burthen on the public, 
cannot be too much commended, It is by 
that only our national credit can be pre- 
served, and that France will learn, that the 
plans she may have formed for exhausting 
our resources, are as vain as any others she 
may have in view for our destruction.— 
With respect to the Convention concluded 
with the King of Sweden, when the papers 
on that subject are before your Lordships 
will be the properest time for examining the 
merits of ‘that convention ; I will, however; 
take leave to say now thus much: in all I 
have seen, and all I have read, treaties be- 
tween independent nations are lasting and 
beneficial, in proportion as they convey 
equal and reciprocal advantage to both par- 
ties: if, therefore, our just rights are ob- 
tained, and all indispensably necessary to us 
is secured, without infringing on the rights 
of another independent kingdom, all that 
could be wished for is accomplished.—I 
come now, my Lords, to the concluding pa- 
ragraph of the speech; in which his Ma- 
jesty, in language never to be forgotren, de- 
clares, that, embarked in one common cause 
with his brave and loyal people, he confides 
to them the honour of his crown, determin- 
ed in his own person to share wiih them 
their exertions and their dangers. The feel- 
ings to which such sentiments give rise, it 


would not be easy to express; I eould dwell 


on them with pride and pleasure: but I 
have trespassed already too much on your 
Lordships’ indulgence, and, in trath, I have 
nearly exhausted my own strength, and, 


therefore, though I could have wished to 


have added a few words more, I must con- 
clude with a fervent prayer, that the beloved 
Sovereign, who has reigned in the love and 
admiration of his subjects for nearly half a- 
century, may long continue to fill that 
throne! Whatever calamities hang over us, 


- may danger be far from him! And, when 


taken from us to arother and a better world, 
may the remembrance of his unexampled 
virtues be lastingly impressed on his succes- 
sors, as the highest ornament to this nation 
in its prosperity, and the best pledge to it 
for the Divine aid, under any of those dan- 
gets or calamities from which nothing hu- 
man is exerapted.—His Lordship then moved, 
“ That an humble address be presented to 
his Majesty,” which address was as usual, an 
echo of the speech from the throne, and 
nearly the same as that which we insert in 
the proceedings of the House of Commons 
(See page 15). 
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The Earl of Limerick rose to second the 
Address. Though he fully coincided in 
the sentiments expressed by the noble Mar- 
quis who had just sat down, yet he hoped the 
House would pardon him, if he felt it ne- 
cessary to trespass upon their patience, by a 
few observations upon the speech itself. 
Their Lordships wou!d observe, that in the 
subject at present before them, no questions 
were involved, as to the fitness or unfitness 

- of ministers for the councils of their Sove 
reign; the topics before.them were not 
matters of party consideration; they were 

- of a comprehensive, general and important 
kind. and presented themselves to the atten- 
tion of their Lordships in such a point of 
view, as induced him to trouble them with 
a very few observations thereon. The open- 
ing part of the Speech from the throne, very 
properly adverted to that impregnable state 
of protection, which the unprecedented vi- 
gour, energy, and unanimity of the popula- 
tion of the country held forth to an aggres- 
sive and unprincipled foe. This was such, 
(and it was with exultation he had to re- 
mark it,) as must make the enemy ever feel 
what he had to expect, in.case he should 
provoke, by an attack upon its territory, the 

just vengeance of a nation, armed in defence 
of its independence, its liberties, and its in- 
valuable constitution. A voluntary arma- 
ment like the present could not be parallel- 
ed in the history of any country; not only 
with respect to the amount of numbers, but 
in the instance of the sense, nay, the feel- 
ings of the people being so clearly and for- 
cibly expressed. As danger threatened, our 
spirits had increased; and never had energy 
more conspicuously distinguished any  na- 
tion, even during the most arduous emer- 
gencies, than in the present contest. He 
was confident, that should the opportunity 
offer, of those patriotic bands signalizing 
themselves in action, they would evince 
themselves the genuine descendants of those 
who had so gloriously carried the terrors of 
the British arms into the heart of France, 
and bore away the palm of signal and com- 
plete victory at Cressy and Poictiers. When 
had there such a number of voluntary de- 
feuders stepped forward to vindicate the 
cause of their country? If he was rightly 
informed, there was at least half a million 
of men in arms, prepared and eager to meet 
the boasting foe. idles the country ap- 

“peared to him ag one vast camp, filled 
by armed myriads, who, instead of feeling a 
particle of dismay or apprehension, instead 
of evincing themselves a “ nation of shop- 
keep:rs,” as they had been tauntingly.called 
by the enemy,. ardently wished. for nothing 
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so much as to be brought to the test of ae. 
tion. When we came to cope with our ene 
my in war, we displayed the same superiority, 
as when we contended with other traders ip 
mercantile effort. We were not mere 
merchants who could trzffic, but could not 
fight; not mere soldiers who could fight, 
without excelling in other arts; but in 
whatever we sitdettook we were superior, 
Greatly as he admired the volunteer-corp,, 
yet, there was one circumstance which he 
wished to see different from what it now 
was; he wished that every corps of that 
kind, and also the militia, should have been 
engaged to serve in any part of the United 
Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, 
where cccasion might require a large por 
tion of the national force: not only that the 
volunteers and militia should march to their 
own coasts, but also to the sister island, re. 
ciprocally and respectively, if they be want 
ed. Meritorious as were their services, 
and momentous, even under the present 
tenure, yet he thought they would be siil 
more valuable, if they were more extensive 
as to place; and he wished a clause to that 
effect had been introduced into that part of 
the defensive system, which recommended 
the formation of volunteer corps. With 
such a numerous and effectual force, some 
persons asked, why were our operations 
almost entirely defensive? Why did we 
make no attempt at offensive efforts? Qut 
first and grand object was defence; the de. 
fence of our King, country, constitution, 
laws, religion, property, families, liberty, 
and lives, from the most cruel enemy that 
had ever annoyed the human race; and 
who was inflamed with peculiar hatred 
against this country, which alone had effec. 
tually resisted and repressed his lawless 
ambition. Unless we had made defence 
our principal and almost sole object, we 
could not have provided for our security 
and independence. Even now, though we 
had in a great measure ascertained our se 
curity by our strength, the vigilant hatred 
of our enemy would admit of no relaxation 
of our defensive exertions. He trusted, 
however, that in a short time we should be 
so secure, in point of defence, as to admi 
of offensive warfare. He could not with 
hold his just tribute of praise from that re 
spectable board, to-whosedepartment mort 
particularly belongs the arming of the troop 


_and volunteer force of the country, for thei 


almost miraculous exertions, within the she 
period of a few months, which had enable 
them to issue, if he was rightly informed 
above 300,000 stand of arms. Such exef 
tions, though they merited peculiar com 
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mendation, were only, he was well assured, 
a specimen of the vigour and alacrity 
which universally pervaded every depart- 
ment connected with the public force.— 
The next point of the speech to which he 
would advert, was that in which his Majesty 
stated, that while every exertion was di- 
rected, in the first instance, to provide for 
our internal safety at home, yet his arms 
abroad had been directed to the attainment 
of new and important acquisitions of terri- 
tory in the West-Indies. To the wisdom 
of such conduct, every praise was due. 
Until our security at home should be placed 
out of all pessible risk, it would be quix- 
otism to direct our arms to projects of fo- 
reign conquest ; but that security.once ef- 
fected, it became the wisdom and vigour of 
his Majesty’s councils, to seek every means 
of annoying the enemy abroad; and the 
new acquisitions in the West-Indies his 
lordship hailed as am omen of new triumphs 
to our arms, to which, the state of forwaed- 
ness in number and equipment of our pub- 
lic force, unparalleled at so early a period 
of the war, must enable us speedily to make 
many valuable additions.— Hislordship next 
adverted to that partof his Majesty’s speech 
which alludes to the concerns of Ireland. 
He had, on a former occasion, feelingly to 
lament, the misfortunes which had then 
arisen in that part of the United Kingdoms: 
with respect to these, on the present view 
of that subject, much matter for satisfactory 
consideration was afforded; the principal 
leaders in that wicked and flagitious insur- 
rection had since met that fate they so just- 
‘ly deserved. The numbers of those who 
were embarked in that wretched cause, 
were certainly contemptible; yet their at- 
tempts were matter for precautionary con- 
sideration. He had, since the period al- 
luded to, resided in Ireland, and had taken 
some pains to be correctly informed upon 
the subject; he had reason to think, that 
several of those who were deeply engaged 
in traitorous machinations against the con- 
stitution and unity of these kingdoms, dif- 
fered materially among themselves as to the 
plan most expedient to be pursued: Some 
urged the expediency of an immediate ri- 
sing, while others preferred waiting for the 
assistance or co-operation of France. The 
explosion, therefore, had prematurely bro- 
ken forth. He sincerely wished, however, 
that the hopes held out in the speech, 
that those who had been unhappily misled 
into the paths of treason and rebellion, 
would, by comparing the effects of that mild 


and lenient system of government under. 


‘which they had the good fortune to live, 
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with those of that tyrannical and unprinci- 
pled usurpation to which they were about 
to commit their country, would be induced 
to return to their allegiance, and to habits 
of tranquillity, Added to this considera- 
tion, he trusted the disaffected in that coun- 
try would be kept down by the strength and 
vigilance of the Irish Volunteer force. OF 
that body of men, he could speak in terms of 
well founded panegyric: he had seen them, 
and steadier and better disciplined troops 
were no where to be found: they were con- 
fidently to be relied upon: it was not for 
review and parade alone that they were cal 

culated, they had been weighed in the ba- 
lance of actual service, and proved them. 
selves not to be deficient. Here the noble 
earl adverted to the militia force of the 
United Kingdom, and avowed himself con- 
vinced, as he had done ona former occa- 
sion, of the superior policy of reciprocal 
service, After viewing the effects of the 
militia system as it now stood, he expressed 
his wish that these forees, of every part of 
the United Kingdom, were enabled by law 
reciprocally to volunteer their services. 
With respect to the militia ef Treland) he 
argued for the superior policy of employing 
them partially, at least, in this country. Such 
a measure would be, he seemed to think, in 
strict consonance with the spirit of ihe 
union. There might exist an aversion on 
the part of the English and Scotch militia 
to crossing the sea; but he repeated his 
opinion, that with respect to the Irish mili- 
tia, they would, if brought to this country, 
behave as well as any troops possibly cou'd. 
—His lordship then entered upon the cof- 
sideration of the remaining topyes of his Ma- 
jesty’s speech. In regard “to the pecu. 
pecuniary part of it, he must anticipate the 
most perfect unanimity, with respect to the, 
alfording the necessary supplies under the 
present circumstances.—In regard to the 
convention lately entered into with the 
King of Sweden, it had his hearty approba- 
tion, conceiving it was grounded on prin- 
ciples, which would tend to do away those 
embarrassments which heretofore obtzined 
on the trade of the respective countries; 
and, further, he was of opinion it would have 
the desirable operation of counteracting the 
effects of the armed neutrality. In former 
contests Great Britain had been greatly an- 
noyed by disputes about the maritime law, 
and the rights of neutral nations trading 
with belligerent powers; but this conven- 
tion adjusted every difference that had 
arisen, concerning the interpretation of the 
treaty which defined our maritime right in 
these cases.-He had to apologize to their 
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lordships for trespassing so much upon their 
attention. Yet, there was one other point, 
respecting which he could not possibly re- 
frain from offering a word or two; namely, 
that part of his Majesty’s most gracious 
speech, wherein he expressed his determi- 
nation personally to come forward in de- 
fence of the honour of his crown, and the 
liberties and independence of his faithful 
per. Tuva communication of this nature, 
e trusted there was no heari so cold, or 
feelings so deadened, as not to beat respon. 
sive to the intimation, or feelingly to ap- 
preciate, in its full extent, its magnitude 
and importance. Well may his Majesty 
rely upon the zeal and services of his peo- 
ple. Should such a contingency ever arise, 
the whole population of the island would 
rush forward, and interpose its myriads be- 
tween his sacred person and danger: 
though an attack should be made by hosts 
gorged with the spoils and blood of Europe, 
the result would be, not only security, but 
triumph to our beloved Sovereign and those 
who have the happiness to live under his 
auspicious government. Upon the whole, 
he was induced to think, that, from the pre- 
sent favourable appearance of the national 
affairs, and the system adopted by govern- 
ment, that such effects would ensue as must 
tend to the establishment ofa real, perma- 
nent, and honourable peace, because found- 
ed on the genuine balance of power in Eu- 
rope, and duly regarding the liberties and 
mdependance of the various states concern- 
ed, and above all, on the broad principle of 
reciprocity of benefit and advantage. The 
noble earl concluded with expressing his 
hearty concurrence with the address. —The 
question was put, and the address was im- 
mediately voted nem. diss. —A committee 
of their lordships then retired formally to 
Haney the address, and on their return the 
farquis of Sligo reported from the same, 
when the House ordered that the lords with 
white staves should wait upon his Majesty 
to-morrow with the said address. 


[Committee or Patvireces }—Lord 
Hawkesbury moved that Lord Walsingham 
be appointed chairman of the committee of 
privileges for the present session. : 

The Lord Chancellor, in seconding the 
motion, took an opportunity to pay an 
handsome compliment to the talents and 
assiduity which the noble lord, who was 
the subject of the motion, had displayed 
during so long a period, in his obicial ipe- 
city ot chairman of their jordships’ commit 
tees.— The question was put, and the ap- 
pointment forthwith ordered by their lord- 
ships, nem, des. 


. 
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Lord /Valsingbam then rose, and ob, 
served, that he was not in the habit of tres, 
passing upon the attention, or taking up the 
valuable time of their lordships; but, after 
what had just fallen from the noble ang 
learned lord on the woolsack, he could not 
avoid saying a word or two on the occasion, 
He had to return his thanks to the House 
for this additional manifestation of their 
lordships’ favourable opinion of his official 
conduct; he trusted he should persevere in 
that line of conduct which had met their 
lordships’ approbation, which principally 
consisted in a strict and uniform adherengg 
to the rules and orders of the House, with. 
out which the business could not be com 
ducted duly to the honour of the House, or 


to the advantage of the public.—It was§ 


then ordered, on the motion of Lord 
Hawkesbury, that Lord Walsingham be ap. 
pointed chairman of the committees of their 
lordships’ House, except in cases where it 
shall be otherwise directed ; and also that 
his lordship be appointed chairman of the 
private committees during the present ses. 
sion.—The usual order respecting the com- 
mittee of privileges was then made, on the 
motion of Lord Walsingham; as were the 
several routine orders usually made at the 
commencement of a session; after which 
their lordships adjourned till to-morrow. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, November 22. 


The House met this day, pursuant to his 
Majesty’s proclamation, for the dispatch of 
public business. About three o’clock the 
Deputy Usher of the Black Rod appeared 
within the bar, and delivered a message 
from the Lords, desiring the attendance of 
the House in the House of Pecrs to hear 
the speech from the Throne. The Speak- 
er, accompanied by the members present, 
accordingly attended, in obedience to his 
Majesty’s command. On their return, the 
Speaker took the chair, and acquainted the 
House, that, by virtue of the acts authort- 
sing him so to do, he had issued his warrant 
to the Clerk of the Crown, directing him to 
make out a new writ for the election of a 
member to serve in parliament for the Bo- 
rough of Yarmouth, in the County of South- 
ampton, in the room of J. Murray, Esq. 
deceased; and also another for the Count 
of Gloucester, in the room of the Marquis 
of Worcester, called to the House of Peers. 
—Seven members were introduced and 
took the usual oaths and their seats; am 
whom were Mr, Yorke, Mr. Bragge, 
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Mr. Tyrwhitt Jones,—The Speaker inform- 
ed the House, that the clerk had, according 
to custom, prepared a bill for preventing 
clandestine outlawries. The bill was 
brought up and read a first and second 
time. 

Kino’s ‘Sezecu.J—The Speaker ac- 

yainted the House that the House had, in 
obedience to his Majesty’s command, at- 
tended in the House of Peers, to hear his 
Majesty’s thost gracious Speech from the 
Throne; of which, to prevent mistakes, he 
had himself obtained a copy. He then pro- 
ceeded to read the Speech from the chair, 
for which we refer to our account of the 

roceedings of the Lords. (See p. 1.) 
After the Speaker had finished reading the 
Speech, ; 

The Hon. Cropley Ashley rose and spoke 
as follows. Sir; after having heard the 
sentiments expressed, and the statements 
contained in the Speech which has just now 
been read, it cannot appear out of ‘season 
for me to congratulate the House on the 
state of the country as described in that 
Speech. The spirit, zeal, and una- 
nimity of all classes, and the voluntary 
exertions of every branch of the com- 
munity, are unexampled in the annals of 
any country, and have so effectually pro- 
vided for the defence and security of the 
kingdom, as to set all attempts of the enemy 
to make any impression on our coasts at de- 
fiance. I congratulate this House and the 
nation in general, that the prosperous state 
of our manufactures, and the great improve- 
ment of the public revenue, will enable the 
government to adhere to that excellent 
system of carrying on the war without any 
material addition to the permanent debt of 
the nation ; a system which, if closely pur- 
sued, will infallibly disappoint the hopes of 
our foe, and render abortive every attempt 
of the enemy to destroy this country by de- 
lay, and to Arciis it in a constant state of 
alarm.—From the exertions that every 
where appear around us, I think the coun- 
try in a situation of the greatest security ; 
and it is with conscious pride 1 haye ob 
served, that, notwithstanding the extensive 
and vigorous system of internal defence that 
has been adopted, our arms have been car- 
ried abroad against the foreign possessions 
of the enamy. The valuable islands of 
St. Lucia, Tobago, St. Pierre, and Mique- 
lon, and the settlements of Demarara and 
Essequibo, have been added to the British 
empire. The vigilance and wisdom of the 
administration which planned the expedi- 
tions against them, and the zeal,’bravery, 
and spirit of the forces, by which such va- 
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luable acquisitions have been made, are en- 
titled to the gratitude and acknowledg- 
ments of the country. In the short space 
of four months such advantages have been 
gained, as, in every former war, would have 
been reckoned glorious achievements for a 
whole campaign.—It is with the highest 
satisfaction I learn, that a convention has 
been concluded with Sweden, founded on the 
firmest basis of all treaties, the reciprocal 
advantage of both the contracting parties, 
—It is also matter of satisfaction and con- 
gratulation to know, that the affairs of Ire- 
land now appear to wear a favourable as- 
pect, and that the change has been brought 
about, without the necessity of employing 
those extraordinary means, which the difh- 
culties of the times render it indispensabl 

necessary to place in the hands of the irish 
government. Such conduct must necessa- 
rily impress the deluded insurgents of that 
country, with a just sense of the blessings of 
the happy constitution, which it was the ob- 
ject of their wishes to destroy. The impar. 
liality and regard to public justice, with 
which the several trials of the persons en- 
gaged in the rebellion, have been conduct- 
ed, reflects the highest honour on those to 
whom the administration of the aflairs of 
Ireland have been committed, and entitles 
them to the respect and gratitude of the 
country. His Majesty has expressed his 
hope, that such of his deluded subjects as 
have swerved from their allegiance are now 
convinced of their error, and that having 
compared the advantages they de-ive from 
the protection of a free constitution, with 
the condition of those eountries which are 
under the dominien of the French govern- 
ment, they will cordially and zealously con- 
cur in resisting any attempt that may be 
made against the security and indepen- 
dence of the United Kingdom. If after 
such a comparison, any man can be back- 
ward or lukewarm in the cause of his coun- 
try, let him call to his recollection the ex- 
ample of his Majesty, whose whole life has 
been devoted to the improvement and ad- 
vantage of his subjects, aud who has this 
day come forward and declared to his peo- 
ple his determination, to share with them 
the danger and the toil. This is. not a war 
merely for military glory, for extended do- 
minion,.or for powerful..allies; but a war 
forced upon us by an insolent foe, in defence 


_the constitution, the laws, the religion of 


this kingdom; in defence of every thing 
dear ee valuable to a people. Our con- 
duet this night, will, I trust, shew, that 
whatever may be the differences which pre- 
vail amongst us in other respects, it is oar 
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Bnanimous resolution to stand firm in the 
defence of our Sovereign, and of our own 
civil and religious privileges. This is a re- 
solution worthy ofa free and generous peo- 
ple, fully sensible of the distinguished bles- 
sings which they enjoy; a people magnani- 
mous enough to drop all party interests, 
when the welfare and security of the nation 
is at stake, I therefore beg leave to move 
*“ That an humble Address be presented 
to his Majesty —To return his Majesty the 
thanks of this bouse for his most gracious 
speech from the throne.—To assure his Ma- 
jesty that this house is deeply sensible of 
his Majesty’s paternal care and attention to 
the safety and interests of his faithful peo- 

“ple, in carrying into effect such measures as 
Parliament has adopted for the defence of 
the United Kingdom, and the vigorous pro- 
secution of the war.—That itis highly gra- 
tifying to this house to reflect, that in those 
preparations his Majesty has been seconded 
by the voltintary exertions of all ranks of 
his people, in a manner which his Majesty 
has been most graciously pleased to declare, 
has, if possible, strengthened their claims to 
his confidence and affection —That they 
feel with just exultotion, that the measures 
of the enemy have only served to rouse the 
native and hereditary spirit of the nation ; 
and that all other considerations are lost 
in a general disposition to make those efforts 
and sacrifices which the honour and safety of 
the kingdom demand at this important and 
critical conjuncture. —T hey beg leave hum- 
bly to congratulate his Majesty on the im- 
pression which, notwithstanding the neces- 
sity of principally attending to the great 
object of internal secarity, has been made 
on the foreign possessions of the enemy, by 
the capture of the Islands of St. Lucia, To- 
bago, St. Pierre, and Miquelon, and of the 
Setilements of Demerara and Essequibo; 
and they are fully sensible of the prompti- 
tude and zeal displayed by the Officers em- 
ployed in the conduct of the operations, by 

which those valuable acquisitions have been 

made, and by the forces acting under their 
command by sea and !and.—-That they have 
great satisfaction in refecting, that the lead- 
ers, and several of the inferior agents in the 
late traitcrous and atrocious conspiracy in 
Ireland, have been brought to justice, and 
that the public tranquillity has experienced 
no further interruption; and they earnestly 
participate in the hope which his Majesty 
has so graciously expressed, that such of his 
deliided subjects as have swerved from their 
ailegiance are now convinced of their error ; 


and, comparing the advantages “they enjoy 


“under the protection of a free constitution 


- Which has been adopted, of defraying th 


_ dence.—They beg leave humbly to assunj 
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with the condition of the countries ung 
the dominion of the French Gevernmen 
they will cordially and zealously concur jy 
resisting any attempt, that may be mag 
against the security and independence , 
the United Kingdom.—They assure his Ma 
jesty that he may rely on the readiness 
his faithful Commons, to make such proyilt 
sion as may be necessary for the service g 
the year, and that they are fully sensible of 
the importance of persevering in the system 













expenses of the war with as little additigy 
as possible to the public debt, and to th 
permanent burthens of the state.—They fe¢ 
a, perfect confidence that their fellow sub. 
jects will meet with fortitude, the pressun 
which the present situation of the coun 

renders unavoidable, under a conviction o 
the indispensable importance of upholdi 

the dignity, and of providing effectually fo 
the safety of the empire. —They return the; 
thanks to his Majesty, for his gracious ip. 
tention.of Jaying before them the Convep 
tion which his Majesty has concluded wih 
the King of Sweden, for the purpose of ad. 
justing the differences. which have arssen o 
the subject of the 11th Article of the Tr 

of 1661; and they trust that it will be foun 
at once to uphold our maritime rights, and 
to produce the effect of maintaining and 
improving the good understanding which 
happily subsists between the two countries 
—That they are most deeply convinced th 
it will be, as it ever has been, his Majesty’ 
first object to execute, as becomes his royal 
dignity, the great trust with which he is iz 
vested; and they receive with the strongest 
feelings of veneration and dutiful attack 
ment the expression of those paternal seg 
timents which induce his Majesty to. cons- 
der himself as embarked in one comme 
mon cause with his people, and which har 
determined his Majesty, if the occasios 
should arise, to share their exertions and 
their dangers in the defence of our const 
tution, our religion, our laws, and indepe 





































his Majesty, that these sentiments wil) nog 
be lost on an affectionate and grateful pe 
ple,. but will animate and invigorate thea 
tivity and valour of his fleets and arm, 
and the:zeal and determination of his fai 
ful subjects, to which his Majesty, unde 
the protection of Divine Providence,, 
safely confide the honour of his crown 4 
all those important iaterests which are # 
volved in the issue of this momentous co 
test.—Partaking of these his Majesty's som 
timents, and joining with his Majesty a 
humbly imploring the blessings of Divs 
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Providence, they look forward with a firm 
éonviction that if, contrary to all just expec- 
tation, the enemy should elude the vigilance: 
of his Majesty's fleets and cruizers, and at- 
tempt to execute their presumptuous threat 
of invading the coasts of the United King- 
dom, the consequences will be to them dis- 
comfiture, confusion and disgrace, and that 
the exertions of this kingdom will be re- 
warded, not only by the glory of sarmounting 
present difficulties and repelling immediate 
danger, but -by the solid and permanent ad- 
vantage of fixing its safety and independence 
on the basis of acknowledged strength, the 
result of its own tried energy and resources.” 

Mr. Burland.—Sir, In rising to second the 
motion of my honourable friend, I find a 
considerable degree of embarrassment ; not 
proceeding so much from the apprehension 
of addressing this House, whose indulgence 
I have before experienced, but from the 
momentous crisis in which I am permitted 
to address you. A crisis, Sir, which whether 
we consider the general situation of the con- 
tinent of Europe, sunk and depressed as it is 
by the predominant influence of one power 
to the rank and level ofa petty German State, 
or whether we consider the particular situ- 
ation of this kingdom rearing its head above 
those clouds of anarchy and despotism which 
have in succession shed their noxious influ- 
ence on the globe: in whatever light we view 
it, L believe it is a crisis unparalleled in 'the 
history of antient, and I am confident un- 
equalled in that of modern times.—At a pe- 
riod like the present, Sir, when preparations 
are making, the avowed object of which we 
know to be the destruction of this country, 
when even at the moment in which J am 
now speaking, the meditated attack may pos- 
sibly have commenced on our coasts, I am 
sure I need not call upon the members of 
this House for that unanimity on which our 
salvation depends. Small indeed, 1 am well 
aware, is the influence which any argument 
of mine would produce, but I rely with con- 
fidénce on the unanitnous vote of the House 
in support of the motion of my honourable 
friend, because the experience of the last 
session of Parliament has taught me, that 
whatever shades of difference there might be 
in political opinions on speculative or theo- 


retical points, - however gentlemen might * 


disagree in their sentiments of past measures, 
or of proposed plans of defence, yet, when- 
ever the welfare of the King, the country, or 
the constitution, was at stake, this House 
possessed but one opinion and one voice.— 
Let ‘us, then, at the commencement of a 
session. duting which it is ‘probable the fate 
ofthis country will be decided, set an exam- 
Vou. IV. 
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ple of unanimity to the British empire; let 
us not by dissentions here paralyze the efforts 
which a generous and patriotic enthusiasm 
is making for the preservation of the\country. 
—If, Sir, any argument was necessary in 


_ favour of unanimity, from what source could 


I deduce it better, than from the disunion, 
the selfish politics, and the lust of partial ag- 
grandizement, which have deiuged Europe 
with blood, and involved the innocent and 
guilty in one common ruioa.— Bat, Sir, 
I feel no apprehension of the want of unani- 
mity, either within these walls or without. 
The moderation which his Majesty invariably 
shewed throughout the whole of the last 
war, the disposition which he at all times 
manifested to conciude a peace on fair and 
honourable terms, and the opportunity of 
which he availed himself to accept proposals 
of peace as soon as they were offered, have 
couvinced the people of the necessity of the 
present war, and have united them in the 
prosecution of it. I fear not the want of 
courage in the people, or of vigour in the 
Government; but there is a’ cifc¢umstatice 
from which I confess I do entertain some 
apprehension ; because, if the threatened at- 
tack is postponed to.a more distant period, it 
may diminish the energy of the people, and _ 
may induce them to despise that danger, 
which I wish them to view alike without 
contempt or without dismay ; it is from that 
improvident and overweening security which 
pervades many parts of the country. There 
is a language which I frequently hear used, 
which is in my opinion of so pernicious a 
tendency, that | have always thought it my 
duty, both as a magistrate and a man, to re= 
probate and refute it. %It is a very common 
phrase in ali parts of the kingdom, to which 
I-think every gentleman who now hears me 
can bear witness, that our present alarms are 
imaginary, that Buonaparté ‘is as well con- 
vinced of the impossibility of invading this 
country as we are, that his preparations are 
only meant to dlarm us, and to involve us in 
a ruinous expense. Now, Sir, if those who 
hold this language would consider the cha- 
racter of the enemy with whom we are to 
contend, if they would recollect that he in- 
vaded Egypt, and carried ‘his arms further in 
that country than European troops had ever 
penetrated before, at a time when he was 
engaged in a war with all’ Europe; if they 
would’ consider the armament which covers 
the coast of France from the Texel to the 
Bay of Biscay; if they would recollect that 
he has hitherto invariably attempted whatever 
he ‘has threatened; ‘that humabity, which 


| forms a barrier to the ambition of other men, 


is no obstacle to his views; that of so small 
*Mm 
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estimation is life itself in his mind, that 
the sacrifice of thousands, may of whole 
armies, is no impediment to his progress; 
if they would reflect on these circum- 
stances, I think they could not for a mo- 
ment doubt, that he will attempt the inva- 


sion which he has threatened. What the * 


event of that attempt willbe, it is not. for 
human wisdom to. foresee, but this it ma 
be fair to predict; that if, like the Swiss, 
the Dutch, or the Hanoverians, we wait, 
in a torpid or too confident recat, until 
tlie enemy is at our gates, we shall share 
the fate of those unhappy countries; but 
if, on the contrary, we go forth with the 
spirit and the souls of Britons, to.meet him 
on our coasts ; if we unite with one heart, 
and one hand, in defence of our country, 
we shall drive him back, with disgrace 
and discomfiture, to those who: have raised 
him to the tyranny he usurps; where, like 
the Arch Fiend of old, he will return to 
his Pandemonium, and hear, 


On all sides, from innumerable tnoguet, 
A dismal, universal hiss—the soun 
Of public scorn. 


But, Sir, whatever may be the final issue 
of this contest ; however glorious its ter- 
mination may be to Great Britain, I shall 


always regret the revolution which it has 
produced in the manners and constitution 
of every state in Europe. For, Sir, the 
habits, perhaps the prejudices, of my edu- 
cation, have taught me to look with a jea- 
lous eye on every increase of militar 


power ; and I grieve to think, that while. 


the military despotism of France exists, 
every nation must rely, for the protection 
of its liberties, not on its civil constitution, 
but on its military force. But, Sir, while 
this evil does exist, for I must call it an 
evil, though, I admit it to be a necessary 
evil, I rejoice to see the hands in which 
arms are placed. I rejoice to see a rank 
and file of property, I rejoice that arms 
ate intrusted to those who will be induced 
by interest, as well as by principle, to 
use them in support of the laws and consti- 
tution of their country. Letme, Sir, draw 
a contrast between the military force of 
the two nations: in the one I see the 
wretched conscript dragged in chains to 
fight the battles of his tyrant; in the other 
I seefree and independent volunteers rush- 
ing in such numbers,that it is necessary to re- 
steain theirardour, and impossible to supply 
al} of them with arms, to the defence of 
whom? Of the father ofhis people, the King 
ofa fceecountry, of the sovereign who comes 
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forth on this day,,and pledges himself to 
his people, that, in the hour of peril, he 
will share their exertions and their dangers 
with them, in defence of our constitution, 
in defence of our religion, in defence of 
the laws and independence of his domini- 
ons.—Sir, I have purposely avoided enter. 
ing into a detail of the different subjects 
touched upon in his Majesty’s speech, be. 
cause my hon, friend has dilated upon them 
in so ample and so clear a manner, that J 
am apprehensive of weakening the effect 
of his argument, by endeavouring to illus. 
trate them. Gratitude, however, forbids 
my passing over in silence, the conduct of 
the British Navy. Of splendid achieve. 
ments, indeed, the enemy has given them 
no opportunity ; but the patience and per. 
severance with which they have continued 
to block up the ports of France, and the 
vigilance with which they have watched 
the motions of the enemy, so that I do not 
believe the smallest boat has escaped their 
notice, deserves our highest commendation, 
The conduct of the hon. Admiral, who 
commands the Channel fleet, in persever- 
ing to hold his station onthe coast of 
France, in defiance of the storms and tem- 
pests incident to the season of the year, is 
above all praise.—I regret, Sir, that I can- 
not look back to the events which have 
taken place in Ireland with equal satisfac. 
tion. But though the seeds of rebellion 
have again germinated in that country, yet 
they have sprung from so weak a root, 
they have been cultivated by so-unskilful 
a hand, and have been cut down at so 
early a period, by the vigilance of govern-’ 
ment, that I would willingly flatter myself 
the time is approaching when they will be 
finally eradicated. If, Sir,, we may be- 
lieve the dying declarations of the leaders 
of the insurrection, even they were not 
sunk so low, as to wish for a connection 
with France, “or to be insensible to the 
horrors of French fraternity; and the trials 
have evinced, that the deluded people 
who joined them, were influenced more by 
former engagements, and oaths imposed 
on them, than by any- conviction of the 
justice or advantage of the cause they 
espoused.—I] have already oceupied so much 
of the time of the house, that I will not en- 
large on the wound which we have in- 
flicted on the foreign possessions of the ene- 
my ; while we have detained their fleets, 
blockaded in their own harbours, and 
scarce siffered a single gun-boat to skulk 
from port to part, At any other period 
those conquests would have been consi- 
dered as an adequate compensation for the 
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expenses of a war; but the splendor of 
“ these victories is, in some degree, lost, by 
the very circumstance which ought to make 
it more grateful to us, because they have 
been gained without bloodshed ; and be- 
cause the people of these colonies have 
voluntarily sought the protection of a go- 
vernment, whose mild and beneficent sway, 
they had before experienced.—Sir, I am 
now to thank the house for the indulgence 
which they have shewn, and the patience 
with which they have permitted me to 
state my reasons for supporting an address, 
which I trust will meet the unanimous ap- 
robation of this house, because I believe 
it speaks the feelings of every subject of 
the British empire. 

Mr. Fox.—Sir, I do not rise with the in- 
tention “f objecting particularly to the pro- 
osed euuress in consequence of the speech 
which his Majesty has been most graciously 
pleased to make to both Houses of Parlia- 
ment; nor am I disposed to i a the 
soundness of the arguments empleyed by 
the honourable mover, and seconder of the 
address. I rise merely to advert to two 
points; one of which is omitted in the 
speech, and the other particularly alluded 
to. The point omitted in the speech is the 
mediation of Russia: a subject on which 
I cannot: help thinking, the house had a 
fair right to expect some communication. 
Inthe course of the last session of Parlia- 
ment, when I called the attention of the 
house to the mediation of the court of St. 
Petersbourg, a noble Secretary of State 
(Lord Hawkesbury), not now in this 
house, did, as strongly as language can 
express, pledge ministers as not only ready 
to accept of the mediation of Russia, if 
offered, but, if not offered, directly to so- 
licit it. The noble Lord distinetly pledged 
himself,that Ministers were notonly willing 
to hear the ideas of the court of Russia, as to 
the best mode of bringing about an accom- 
modation of the differences betwixt this 
country and France; but ready to state 
what their own ideas were of the most 
practicable means of restoring a good un- 
derstanding betwixt the two countries.* 





_* “ On this ground (said Lord Hawkesbury), mi- 
nisters had not only expressed their willingness to 
Teceive any proposition from the court of St Peters- 
burgh, but they had gone much beyond this assu- 
rance, They had declared their readiness to explain, 
in the most frank and explicit terms, the views which 
they entertained on the points in dispute, and the 
mode which to them appeared the best calculated to 
bring about an amicable arrangement. No question 
of etiquette would stand in the way; the whole de- 
claration of: ministers had been given in the true spi- 
Mit of peace. In aid of his Majesty's declaration, an 
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From all that I have seen, heard, or ob- 
served, I have every reason to think that 
the noble Secretary was sincere in the 
pledge which he then gave, and that mi- 
nisters have acted on that declaration. One 
would have naturally thought, then, that 
in a speech from the Throne, at the open- 
ing of a new session, and after such an in- 
terval has taken place, as might afford 
some grounds of ascertaining how far the 
application was likely to be successful, his 
Majesty would have referred to the sub 
ject, and put the House in possession of 
the means of determining how far any ne- 
gotiations were likely to jead to the result 
which was in view. I am sensible that 
this is not the particular day fer taking up 
the consideration of the success or failure 
of these negotiations ; but the information, 
the want of which I complain of in the 
speech, will be very necessary, when, on 
a future day, it may come to be discussed. 
—The other point to which I wish to allude, 
is one particularly referred fo in thespeech, 
In that part of the speech which refers to 
the situation of Ireland, the House are 
congratulated on the suppression of the late 
rebellion in that country, and a confident 
hope is held out of the permanent continu- 
ance of tranquillity. From past experi- 
ence, I cannot easily flatter myself that 
such a hope will be realized. I can see 
no reason to think that permanent tran- 
quillity will be established in Ireland while 
the present system is pursued. In the 
speech it is asserted, that the leaders of 
the late rebellion had in view the introduc- 
tion of French dominion into Ireland, and 
that the whole plan of the insurrection was 
founded on the co-operation of a French 
force, destined to overthrow the British 
constitution as now established in Ireland. | 
Whatever be the crimes of the men who 
were the authors of the late rebellion, I 
wish, in speaking of them, to be guided 
by justice. But, Sir, have not the leaders 
of the insurrection most unequivocally dis- 
claimed all idea of a connection with the 
French Government? Have they not 
avowed, that they reprobated such a con- 
nexion, even with an idea of promoting 
their own views? Whatever atrocities the 
rebellion exhibited, and certainly no man 





express assurance was given of his readiness to listen 
to any proposal for restoring rhe blessings of peace ; 
and he had now to assure the honourablegentleman 
and the house, that ministers were ready to receive 
any offer of mediation on the part of Russia, or to 
offer to the mediation ofthat power rhe points in.dis- 
pute betwixt the two governments’——See Political 
Register, vol. iii p. 1730. 
*Mm 2 





1543] 


PARL. DEBATES, 


can think or hear with greater horror of 
those atrocities than T do: I must contend 
that it is not just to stigmatize the authors 
of the rebellion with at all leaguing them- 
selves with the French government, in their 
views of destroying all connection with 
this country. A Ae is also expressed in 
the speech, that those who had swerved 
from their allegiance, were now convinced 
of their error. It is plain, Sir, that the 
word here ought to have been wish, and not 
hope. Under the present system of go- 
vernment in Ireland, it is impossible that 
any such hope can be rationally entertain- 
ed; for, without a totally new system of 
managing the affairs of Ireland be adopted, 
a hope of the Irish being convinced of their 
error can hardly be expected. It is not 
said that another system is to be pursued, 
but «> are only told, that a hope is enter- 
tained of the rebels being convinced of 
their error ; thus shutting our eyes to the 
fai. of that country, and the real state of 
the case. This, I allow, Sir, is not the 
day on which the consideration of the af- 
fairs of Ireland can come fairly before tho 
house, but I should feel that I was not do- 
ing my duty to my country, if I were even 
now to let it be supposed, that there can be 
any rational hope ot the continuance of 
permanent tranquillity in Ireland unless 
some measures are resorted to, of a nature 
very different from those now employed. 
When we recollect the description given 
of the general loyalty of the people of 
Ireland ; when we recollect the represen- 
tations given in the speeches of gentleinen 
in this house, we shall be careful of at- 
taching much weight to any general repre- 
sentations of the state of that country. On 
a subject so important as this is, I cannot 
think it either wise or safe to trust much to 
general words. I hope and trust, that 
gentlemen will keep their mind; open for 
any future diseussion which this subject 
maycreate. I trust they will not be so far 
influenced by representaticns now given, 
or confide so implicitly in general asser- 
tions, as to think future enquiry unneces- 
sary. It is the duty of every man to re- 
volve the matter deeply in his mind, and 
not to forestall any measure or any decision 
which may hereafter take place. The 
members of this house could not feel them- 
selves otherwise than guilty, if they suf- 
fered themselves to believe in the continu- 
ance of Irish tranquillity, because the 
country is" represented as now contented, 
and because hopes are held out that this 
contentment is permanent.— Mr. Fox sat 


down with declaring, that he should not 
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disturb the unanimity which there seemed 
every reason to think would be maintained 
in the vote for the address. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer. —T rise, Sir, 
for the purpose of replying to the observa. 
tions which have been made by the hon, 
member, on the speech with which his Mas 
jesty has been pleased to address his Parlia. 
ment this day. Although the hon. member 
is not inclined to oppose the address, and is 
disposed to entertain a favourable opinion of 
the senttments which generally pervade it, 
yet it would, he declares, have afforded him 
more unqualified satisfaction, if the medi. 
atien of the court of Russia, whether sue. 
cessful or not, had been explicitly mentioned 
in the speech from the Throne ; and that the 
allusion to the insurrection in that part of 
the united kingdom called Ireland, had been 
couched in other or more guarded expres- 
sions.—Sir, the hon. gentleman has stated, 
with accuracy, the general import of that 
pledge, which, during the last session of 
Parliament, was made by my noble friend, 
the Secretary of State, whom it has pleased 
his Majesty to promote to a seat in another 
assembly. My noble friend did certainly 
declare, as the hon. gentleman has fairly 
stated, that his Majesty's ministers were 
ready to accept, not only now, but at aay 
future time, the mediation of the Emperor 
Alexander, towards terminating the un- 
happy snd unprovoked hostility in which the 
British empire was involved; and that for 
the purpose of convincing all Europe, of 
the equity of their cause, and the pacific 
nature of their intentions, they would not 
only accept it if offered, but that they 
would even condescend to solicit it. Sir, 
for the information of the hon. gentleman, 
I will communicate to him and to this house, 
that that mediation was offered by the court 
of Russia, and accepted with readiness and 
gratitude, on the part of his Majesty's ser- 
vants; and although discussions of the 
greatest moment were consequently com- 
menced, yet I am sorry to say, that in their 
progress they did not assume such a shape as 
to lead to any probabilrty of an amicable ar- 
rangement with France. No man can be 
more concerned than [ am, that the inter- 
ference of that court has not been attended 
with that success which the hon. gentleman, 
on,a former occasion, seemed so zealous in 
his expectation of. I am not, however, at 
all astonished to find, that the hon. gentle- 


information relative to this subject, nor dol 
think the regret he has shewn at finding 
any account of the issue of the negotiation” 
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reasonable. I can assure the hon. gent and 
the house, that his Majesty's servants have 
po wish whatever to withhold all the infor- 
mation :n their power respecting the discus- 
sions which have taken place. The fact is, 
however, that circumstances of a nature 
which I hope may be temporary, but which 
I will not positively pledge myself will turn 
out to be of that nature, did prevent mi- 
nisters from making a communication to the 
house. Their wish was to conceal no in- 
formation which could at all throw light on 
the subject, but they did not wish that the 
communication which they made should be 
imperfect, as it uecessarily must have been if 
made under existing circamstances. Though 
I will not absolutely pledge myself to make 
a communication, even if the obstacle arising 
from the circumstances to which I have 
referred were removed, yet I] can have 
no difficulty in saying that I should not 
be unwilling to gratify the house with the 
information in question, if it appeared to 
be the general wish of the house that this 
information should be yranted. What I 
have said on this topic is, I trust,” sufficient 
to convince the house, that the omission of 
the mediation of Russia in the speech was 
perfectly justified by circumstances. I will 
now, Sir, advert to what the hon. gent. 
said on the manner in which the speech 
notices the late insurrection in Ireland, and 
the actual state of that country. In his 
Majesty’s speech a hope is expressed, that 
such part of his deluded subjects as have 
swerved from their allegiance are now con- 
vinced of their error, and that -having 
compared the advantages they enjoy from 
the protection of a free constitution, with 
the condition of those countries which are 
under the dominion of the French govern- 
ment, they will cordially and zealously 
concur in resisting any attempt that may 
be made against the security and inde- 
pendence of the United Kingdom. I ad- 
mit, with the hon. gent., that even to the 
worst of traitors justice is a debt which is 
due, but do not see how, in this instance, 
any injustice has been done to the leaders 
of the late rebellign in Ireland. The hon. 
gent. contends that it is unjust to attribute 
to the leaders of that rebellion any design 
of introducing French dominion into Ire- 
land. I cannot admit that the passage in 
question will fairly admit of such a con- 
struction. It is merely intended to convey 
this idea, that the deluded part of the po- 
pulation of Ireland, who might be disposed 
to employ French aid in destroying their 
connection with this country, would be 
diverted from their views by contemplating 
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the contrast betwixt the condition of their 
own country and the countries now groan 
ing under the miseries of French domina- 
tion. I have heard it said, and I see no 
reason to doubt it, that the leader in that 
insurrection, previous to the judgment of 
the court being pronounced on him, ex- 
pressly declared his abhorrence of any al- 
liance with the French government, and 
advised his deluded countrymen to con- 
sume the grass under the invader’s feet, 
rather than suffer their native land to be 
polluted by the footstep of a French sol- 
dicr. It may be allowed that some of the 
persons making such declarations were in 
circumstances which lead us the less to 
doubt their-sincerity. . 1 will even concede 
to the hon. member, that some of the de- 
clarations might be true, but if it be meant 
to assert that none of the leaders of the late 
Trish rebellion were inclined tocourt an al- 
liance with France, I must be permitted 
most peremptorily to deny such a position. 
Ihave the best means of knowing that such 
assertions are founded in gross falsehood, 
Let it be recollected too what happened 
during the rebellion. Let it be recollected 
that many of the leaders, though they had 
no, idea of introducing a French govern- 
ment into their country, were not indis~ 
posed to admit French aid to enable them 
with more prospect of success to prosecute 
their own views. They were willing to 
admit this at the hazard of what they consi- 
dered as a contingent, but whatI mnst ever 
consider as a certain evil, the evil of being 
compelled to contend against French do- 
minion, even after ‘they had succeeded in 
separating themselves from this part of the 
empire. But let this be as it may, let the 
views of the Irish be as separate as pos- 
sible from any notion of French alliance, 
my position is, that the contrast of their 
own condition, and that of those nations 
which the French government has subju- 
gated, would induce them at all events to 
resist the common enemy of the civilized 
world, This contrast would, I am per- 
suaded, operate as the strongest induce- 
ment for them to abstain from the prosecu- 
tion of views which can only expose them 
to destruction. The hon. gent. says, that 
in the speech, instead of the dose expressed 
of such an event, it would have been bet- 
ter if the word wisk had been introduced. 
Sir, I will tell that hon, gent. and also this 
house, that the persons whom his Majesty 
has. called to his government, have not 
barely the wisk, but a rational and well- 
grounded Asse of the establishment of ge- 
neral and permanent tranquillity in that, 
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country. Sir, I state with the strongest 
Satisfaction, and with no little exultation, 
that the condact of his Majesty’s govern- 
ment has operated a very sabitery and 
material alteration in the sentiments of the 
majority of the people of that country, 
But the hon. gent. says, it is impossible to 
expect the continuance of tranquillity in 
Treland without attending more particu- 
larly to the real situation of the country, and 
unless some plan of removing existing grie- 
vances is resorted to. Whether it would 
be fit at all to argue the question of the 
state of Ireland in the present state of 
affairs, I shall leave to the wisdom of the 
house to discover. For my own part, I 
am not aware of the possibility of such a 
djscussion at this moment being productive 
of one solid advantage. On the contrary, 
I am thoroughly persuaded that the agita- 
tion of the question in the present crisis of 
affairs, could only tend to aggravate those 
evils which Tam sure the hon. member 
must as sincerely as any man deplore, with- 
eut producing any one of those advantages 
which the hon. gent. is so anxious to ac- 
complish. The hon. gent. has recommended 
to members to keep their minds open for 
future discussion, to avoid the formation 
of pre essions, to be ready for the con- 
sideration of the question whenever it 
occurs, with moderation and impartiality. 
It.is hardly necessary for me to give any 
— to the house, if the subject is ever 

onght regularly under discussion, what 
conduct I may think it my duty to pursue. 
I shall studiously endeavour to keep my 
mind unbiassed and unprejudiced by any 
previous statements or antecedent repre- 
- sentations, The hon. member will find me 
ready to enter on the discussion tempe- 
rately and gravely, and to be guided in 
my judgment by what appears most conso- 
nant to the principles of justice, policy, 
and hamanity. I trust that the house will 
be content with this declaration, as to the 
second objection of the hon. gent. on the 
opposite bench, and that the unanimity 
which is likely to prevail this night, may 
experience no interruption; but that we 
may carry our expression to the foot of 
the Throne, with that ready and universal 
zeal, which the sentiments contained in his 
Majesty’s most gracious speech so justly de- 
mand. 

Sir Francis Burdett.—I de not rise, Sir, 
for the purpose of disturbing the unani- 
mity of the House upon the present occa- 
sion. I shall vote for the Address, But 
there is a matter of the greatest importance, 


connected with that volunteer system which 
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has beech so highly complimented in jt. 
which I think it my duty to mention. Ang 
in so doing, I beg that I may not be mig 
understood, nor misrepresented. In what 
T am about to say, I mean not the smalleg 
censure upon the volunteers at large, nor 
even upon the system: however I may 
doubt, whether that system be or be no 
the least expensive, or tke most eligible 
and effectual military force, either for the & 
purpose of defence or offence. Neither do 
I intend the slightest censure even upog 
that particular corps, whose conduct in one 
particular I disapprove. I can easily be. 
lieve, that they may have been actuated by 
the best motives. The necessity of the 
times, the novelty of their situation, zeal 
for the service in which they have embark 
ed, may all have prompted them to speedy 
and vigorous measures, the consequences of 
which they had not maturely considered.— 
But, Sir, 1 hold in my hand a paper, which 
purports to be an Address trom the St, 
Giles’s and St. George’s Bloomsbury Vo- 
lunteer Association,* directed to be carried 








* The following is a correct copy of the Ad 
dress to which Sir Francis alludes. * The Committee 
and the Commanding Officer of the St. Giles and 
St. George, Bloomsbury, Volunteer Association, 
most earnestly request your attention to the with- 
in paper.—St. Giles and St. George Bioomsbu 
Volunteer Association.— The Committee fi 
themselves under the necessity of laying before 
the inhabitants of the united parishes, a state of 
the fund of the Association; and of requesting 
their particular attention to a few considerations 
of much importance to the country and to them 
selves.—From the statement hereto subjoined, of 
the subscriptions and the expenditure already 
made, and of the necessary current outvoings, it 
manifestly appears that the fund (notwithstand- 
ing the utmost economy has been used) is in no 
degree adequate to complete the establishment, 
much less to continue it—A great number of 
persons enrolled, extremely zealous, but not opus 
lent, are at this moment non-effective, because 
the fund is unable to furnish them with clothing. 
—It is unnecessary to state many considerations 
in order to excite the zeal of the inhabirants te 
supply a sufficient fund by further subscriptions. 
—The danger to which the country is at this mo- 
ment exposed is too imminent and alarming to 
require to be dwelt upon.—The time may possi- 
bly be drawing near when the inhabitants would 
gladly sacrifice one-half of their property to be 
secure in the enjoyment of the remainder. It will 
be too late, when the enemy may be approaching 
the metropolis, to supply the means of a 
and disciplining those who have the courage 
zeal to defend it.—Few districts, if any, have 
stronger reasons from local circumstances, which 
need not be pointed out, to wish for a strong vo- 
lunteer force to be ready in it, in case the regu 
troops should be sent to the coast.—Few district® 
ate better able, from their opulence, to bear the 
necessary expense of a Volunteer Association, 
cither for the public defence, or for local protec 
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from house to house throughout those pa- 
rishes ;. calling upon those who had already 
contributed, as well as upon those who had 
not; giving their opinion of the ability and 
wealth. of the different inhabitants; and 
advertising them of an intended domiciliary 
visit to each house by two of the corps ; 
threatening to publish their names at the 
close of the year; aud particularly pointing 
out the aged, the infirm, and. the women, 
whose fears may be supposed most easily 
excited.—Sir, it is more especially my duty 
to notice this, as it has passed in a county, 
which I have the honour to represent in 





tion.—The Committee, from viewing the present 
state of the subscription, as it respects either the 
whole amount, or the sums given by individuals, 
are satisfied that many of the inhabitants were 
not aware of the extent of the necessary expendi- 
ture, or of the claims upon them for furnishing 
the means of it.—Striking examples of pecuniary 
exertions have occurred in almost every part of 
the kingdom.—Many individuals have singly ex- 
pended several thousand pounds in raising and 
supporting Volunteer Corps.—Even towards a ge- 
neral Subscription in one county a Nobleman 
subscribed 2,000]. a Prelate 2,000l. several F000]. 
many private Gentlemen sool. 4ool. and 3ool. 
each; while, in these parishes, the highest sub- 
scription (except in two instances) has been: sol. 
That sum, however, standing even as the highest 
subscription, though small, in comparison with 
the sums above-mentioned, would have produced 
ap ample fund, if others of the parishioners had 
subscribed proportionably.—Ten different persons 
have each subscribed sol. making up above a sixth 
of the whole subscription; while many others, 
kaown to be of great opulence, either have not 
subscribed at all, or have given sums so compara- 
tively small, that the Committee is most sincerely 
convinced they have acted under misconception, 
—The Committee abstain at present from pub- 
lishing the subscriptions, until every person has 
had a full opportunity of reconsidering the mat- 
ter. Before the end of the year they will be pub- 
lished.—T he crisis admits of no false delicacy— 
the present application is not to the liberality of 
persons—it is a call upon their patriotism and 
their duty, to come forward upon no less an occa- 
sion than that of rescuing their country from de- 
struction, and of defending the very existence of 
themselves and their families.—It is, therefore, fit 
that the country should know who the persons 
are that are zealous in its defence, and who those 
are that at such a moment can decline to supply 
liberally the pecuniary means necessary to mili- 
tary exertions.—Those who are unable from age, 
mfrmity, sex, or other cause, to render personal 
service, should particularly recollect the great in- 
conveniencies and sacrifices submitted to by those 
who ate performing military duty—they should 
endeavour to balance their account with their 
country by more extensive pecuniary, aid—Even 
those inhabitants who are serving er subscribing 
elsewhere, should remember that they have a stake 
to protect in this district.—The Committee will, 
i a few days, depute some of its members to ap- 
ply to the inhabitants from house to house for 
their further subscriptions, and are confident that 
the application will aot be ia vain=~=The inhabi- | 
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this House. It is impossible to foresee to 
what extent this practice may be. carried. 
That an armed corps should be a delibera- 
tive assembly was never thought advisable ; 
but that we should have parochial parlia- 
ments through the land, raising money at 
their will upon the inhabitants, could not 
be borne for a moment: especially when it 
is considered, that these same persons un- 
dertake to determine the gross amount ot 
the sum to be raised, and the quota of the 
individuals, and that these same persons are 
to receive it, to dispose of it, and to partake 
of it.—Sir, it is the duty of this House 





tants need only pay, at present, such part of their 
subscriptions as may be convenient, leaving it te 
the Committee to call upon them proportionably 
for the remainder, by instalments, as it shall be 
wanted.—By order of the Committee, 

Nov. 1, 1803. Joun Wricar, Secretary. 


State of the Fund of the St. Giles and St. George Blocms= 

bury Volunteer Association. 

Amount of Subscrip- 
tions, from the 25th 
of July to the 1st of 
Nov. 1803.......+. 3005 © 0 

Expended. 

Clothing..........-. 1398 6 © 

Accoutrements ...... 562 10 © 

Drill Serjeants, Adver- 
tisements, Drums, 
Music, &c. &c. &e.. 


609 4 «0 


————- 2570 @ 8 
Further Expenditure necessary to complete 
the Establishment. 
Clothing for 300 Men 
and Drummers .... 1800 
Great Coats, 6co .... 630 
1050 


ooo 
°o0°0 


Knapsacks, &c...... 
Pickers, Brushers, Dri- 

WE, 05s xs dens 
Accoutrements, 300.. 
Grenadiers’ Extras .. 
Light Infantry Ditto., 
Sentry Boxes ........ 
Armoury and Magazine 250 
Orderly Room ...... | F50 
Printing, Stationary, &c. 100 
Pioneers....... sedea go 
Erecting Abutment for 

Ball-firing, KCe cece 


165 
450 
200 
100 
Ioo 


ooqa00000 0 
oo9000c000 00 


° 
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Current Expenses, 
Ammunition ........ 600 
Armourers .....0+2+2 600 
Drill Serjeants ...... 600 
18 Drummers... 400 
Secretary...... as 
Casual Clothing .... 200 
Incidental Expenses., 600 
Clerks, Messenger, &c. . 200 


eseese 
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eog!10000 


3200 © Oo 


Total Amount necessaty ...... 


II205 © © 
Total Amount of Subscriptions 


3005 0 © 


Deficieacy OCeeeeeteresererer £8000 o @ 
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especially to meet, in the very beginning, a 
principle so dangerous ;_ and, of all persons, 
the administration of the country ought to 
Be the most alarmed at it ; since the prin- 
ciple of this measure goes directly and im- 
.mediately to the destruction, not only of 
this, but of every kind of government, and 
tends to the introduction of that anarchy, 
- of which so much has been said to be ap- 


prehended. The motive may excuse the 


individuals ; but it does not at all abare the 
malignity of the principle: for it is well 
known that many of the most ruinous prac- 
tices to nations havé been begun from good 
motives and for good purposes.—I have 
thought it my duty to take the earliest op- 
portunity of noticing and reprobating this 
measure; and am persuaded ministers will 
take care, that it shall not be necessary for 
me to trouble the House hereafter on the 
subject.—The question was then put upon 
the Address, and agreed to xem. con., and a 
committee appointed to prepare the same. 
— Adjourned. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, November 23. 


The house met at half past two o'clock, in 
order to proceed to St.’ James’s with the 
address to his Majesty.—Lord Ashburton 
took the oaths and his seat; after which 
their lordships ajourned until Wednesday, 
and proceeded to St. James's. 


sa. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wednesday, November 23. 


(Minutes. }—The Speaker informed the 
hovse that certain petitioning burgesses, 
complaining of an undue election and return 
for the borough of Great-Grimsby, in the 
county of Lincoln, -had failed to enter into 
their recognances within the period pre- 
scribed by the act of parliament, and that, 
consequently, their petition could not be at- 
tended to.—The house then proceeded to vote 
the usual standirg orders of the house for 
grand committees on religion, courts of jus- 
tice, trade, &c. &c.—Mr. Vansittart moved 
an instruction to the committee upon ex- 
piring laws, that they do inquire what spe- 
cific laws of ‘a public and general nature 
have been made by Great Britain or Ireland, 
or by the parliament of the united kingdom, 
and which of them have expired from Sep- 
tember, 1802, to the 22d of . November 
1803; &¢. and which of them are fit to be 
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continued, &c.’ ‘Ordered.—Mr. Jarvis gave 
notice that -he should on Friday next move 
for leave to bring in a bill to prevent the 
desertion and’ escape of petty officers, seal 
men, and others, from his Majesty's service, 
by means or under colour of any civil orcrimi. 
nai process. He should have given this notice 
for to-morrow, ‘had he not understood that 
the house was to have the honour of waiting 
on his Majesty with the address to- morrow,” 
on which occasion it was not usual to do any 
other basiness. “ 


[WaTERVORD ELECTION COMMITTEE} 
—Mr. Dundas reported at the bar, from}the 
committee of the Waterford election, that 
two of'the members of thit committee, Mr, 
Ward and Mr. F. W. Grant were absent, 
and that the other members, after waiting 
one hour, ajourned 

The Speaker info'med the house, that’ 
since the nomination of the commitiee. Mr, 
Ward had ceased to be a member of that. 
house, and therefore there could be no fur- 
ther proceeding by the house with respect to: 
him. With respect to Mr. Grant, there was” 
a provision in an act of Parliament for or- 
dering his atteadance in the house, to offer 
his excuse for his absence, or to undergo the. 
censure of the house: a motion might there« 
fore be made for his attendance in the house 
ona given day, which, of course would not 
be a distant one —Mr. Dundas therefore 
moved, “ that Francis William Grant, Esq. 
do attend in his place on Friday next.”— 
After a few observations from the chair, 


upon the regularity of the motion, and the 


usual practice of the house on similar occa- 
sious, the motion was put and carried. 


{Boston ELECTION PETITION. ]——Mr, , 
Ellison adverted to the petition of John Ogle, 


Esq. complaing of an undue election and } 
return for the borough of Boston, in the j 


county of Lincoln, against Mr. Fydell, the 
present sitting member.. He desired that. 
the entry on the journals respecting this pe- 
tition, might be read ;- which was accord-” 
ingly done. He then desired that an entry 
on the journals in the year 1744, relative to 
the ease of a petitioner who had been allow-, 
ed seven days time to give in his qualifica-” 
tion, en account of his being bey»nd -eas at” 
the time he was served with notice to do 
so, which -he said was precisely the. case of, 
the present, sitting member, Mr. Fydell; 
which entry being read; -he moved, “ that” 
Mr. Fydell be allowed sevém days from thit) 
present day, in order to prepare and lay be= 
fore the house, a particular account of hig) 
qualification to be admitted as a member” 


‘ 
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The Speaker entered into a full explana- 
tion of the case. He'reminded the house of 
the jealousy with which they were always 
actuated in matters of this nature. Yet he 
was well aware that laudable as thatjealou- 
sy was, it would never stand in the way of 
justice and equity when they could be fairly 


attended without prejudice to either party. ° 


It was determined, by an order of the house, 
that when the qualification of candidates was 
called in question, the particulars of that 
qualification should be produced by him 
within fifteen days after the complaint of 
his wanting it, was made against him. The 
usual notice, it appears, had been sent to 
Mr. Fydell, in the present case, but not 
complied with ; and the reason adduced for 
his non-compliance was his indispensible ab- 
sence beyond sea. <A precedent, similar to 
the present case, occured in the year 1744. 
It respected also a naval officer who was ne- 
cessarily absent on the service of his country; 
and the house then judged it fit to extend the 
time. Should the house be now inclined to 
grant the same indulgence, they would agree 
to the motion made by the honourable gent. 
——Mr. Ellison’s motion was then put and 
agreed to. 


{Renewep Ecection Peririons.)]—The 
Speaker called the attention of the house to 
the'renewal of petitions respecting contested 
elections, and intimated that they should be 
brought forward in the order of their priori- 
ty, as they. stood last session. Tliose of the 
fifth class were then brought : forward ; 
among the first of which were the petitions 
for Middlesex, Midhurst, and the Borough 
of Southwark. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then rose 
to suggest the propriety of deferring the con- 
siderations of these petitions till after the 
Christmas recess. Should it be the pleasure 
of the house to adopt that suggestion, it 
should be his wish to pursue the same plan 
as that adopted last year, viz. that an order 
should be made for a call of the house, and 
that two petitions should be ballotted for on 
two dayyof each weck. The house must be 
sensible how inconvenient it might be to en- 
force a call ‘of the héuse at the present mio- 
ment, and under the present circumstances 
of the country. Under that impression ‘he 
had no doubt but that they. would see the 
Propriety of postponing the consideration of 
those petitions till. the 2d. of February, atter 
the usual recess. The business which was 
likely to call together a full attendance would 
most probably be brought forward at that 
period ; neither would the arrangement he 
Was anxious for, interfere in the least with the 

Vou. IV. : 
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| time of the usual recess. He should therefore 


move, that the petitions for Middlesex and 
Midhurst be brought forward on Tharsday, 
the 2d of February, and that for the Borough 
of Southwark on the following Tuesday, the 
7th of February. These motions were put 
and agreed to, , 


[Appress.] —The Hon. Cropley Ashley 
brought up the report of the address propos- 
ed to be carried by the house to the foot of 
the throne, in return for His Majesty's most _ 
gracious speech delivered yesterday to both 
houses of parliament. The address was read 
a first time, and on the motion that this ad- 
dress be now read a second time, 
> Mr. Windbam rose and addressed the chaiz 
as foilows : . 

Sir; I offer myself to day to ‘your no- 
tice, not with a view of retracting in 
any degree the assent which 1 gave yes- 
terday in @ former stage of this address, 
but simply for the purpose of marking 
more distinctly the grounds of that assent, 
and obviating a miscanstruction which might 
be liable to arise upon it. I wished the 
question to pass unanimously yesterday, for 
the same reasons which make me wish it to 
pass unanimously to day; namely, that no- 
thing may seem to call im question the una- 
nimity of our determination to give to his 
Majesty unbounded support, and to main- 
tain the cause of the country through every 
possible trial, and to the last extremity. [ 
should be sorry that any thing should ap- 
pear on the face of our debates, which, in’ 
thé mind even of the most rude observer, 
could create a doubt upon that subject, 
But while we aré guarding against'an error 
of this sort, let us take Gare not to incur one 
of an opposite tendency; that, namely, 
which would suppose, that unanimity: in 
support of the country was unanimity in 
support of the ministers. There may be 
some possibly, who think, as there are many, 
undoubiedly, who wish to have it thought, 
that the greater the dangers and difhcuities 
of the country are, by whatever causes 
brought on, the ‘greater must our acquies- 
ence be in the ministry of the time being, 
and the more complete our forbearance of 
all that is usually called » ppo ition. And if 
by opposition is meant a captious and vexa- 
tious opposition, an opposition on things of 
doubtful nature or inferior consequence, an 
opposition for the purpose of impeuing mi- 
nisters and making the government attticult 
to them, the opinion is certainly well founc- 
ed. What it would he hard to justify ot 
any time, must be wholly unjustifiable in 
circumstances such as those supposed. But 

* N n * 
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if there are persons, who think that of the 
danger here alleged as a reason for sup- 
porting ministers, the ministers themselves 

orm, the principal part; that the prepara- 
tions of the enemy, however menacing, 
would have little terror, if met with wisdom 
and ability; that the seat of the evilis here 
rather than abroad; that it is the weak- 
ness of the defence, and pot the vigour of 
the attack that constitutes the danger ; that 
Buonaparté and his legions, however terri- 
fic, are not half so terrific as the little band 
which we see before us on the Treasury 
Eench; if there are persons who hold these 
opinions, to such persons it would be idle 
to say, that, for fear of exposing the weak- 
ness or lessening the authority of ministers, 
they were to stand quiet spectators of what 
Was passing, and.were neither to attempt 
to prevent the mischief, nor point out the 
source from which they conceived it to pro- 
ceed. Such is the situation in which I feel 
myself to stand. Ihave no wish,and in one 
view certainly have no right, to es. with 
slight or disparagement of the abilities of 
the hon, gentlemen, Individually consider- 
ed, they are all men of cultivated minds, of 
liberal education, of good natural endow- 
ments, not unread in the history of their 
country, not.unpractised in its business, not 
unprovided with those talents and acquire- 
ments which are necessary for the conduct- 
ing of business in this House. But if I am 
to speak of them collectively, as men form- 
ing the council which is to guide the affairs 
of a great empire, which is to rule the 
world in a crisis like the present, I must 
say, from whatever causes it arises, that 
they are.weakness itself. I really believe 
the country will perish in their hands, I 
believe the hon. gentlemen will fairly see 
us out; that we shall not outlive their ad- 
ministration; that they will prove, as I be- 
lieve, I once before took the liberty of re- 
marking to them, the Angustuli in whose 
hands the empire will fall. Thereis an old 
joke which we may remember, of Cicero’s, 
who when some person had ceased to be 
Consul on the same day on which he had 
been made, observed, that the person in 
question might tell of a prodigy which few 
of his predecessors could boast, for, that the 
sun had never set during his consulate. I 
wish that something equally prodigious may 
not be found in the history of the hon, gen- 
tlemen, and that it may not be to be said of 
them hereafter, that their administration 
lasted as long as the country.—It is now 
just two years.and a few weeks since I felt 
myself compelled to say to them. in this 
place, and upon something of a similar oc- 
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casion, namely, the first day of the meeti 
of Parliament, “ that they had signed th 
death warrant of their country.”* The 
affairs of the country have been in thei 
hands, without interruption, from that 

to this. And can we venture to say, that 
the gloomy forebodings then expressed have 
made no progress towards their accomplish. 
ment, or that the hon. gentlemen do no 
bid fairer to put the finishing stroke to the 
work which they were then supposed t 
have begun? With these impressions, itis 
childish to talk of forbearing opposition, ig 
cases where opposition would otherwise be 
proper, for fear of impeding the exertion 
of the hon. gentlemen, or exciting a belief 
that tie country was not safe in theit 
hands. Werel to forbear any opportuni: 
ties of so doing, I am sure it must be from 
motives far different from those of regard for 
the safety of the country.— With respect te 
the address itself; notwithstanding the care 
which has been taken, and properly takea, 
to avoid any occasion of difference, objections 
to it would not be wanting, were this the 
moment for insisting upon them.—In point 
of taste, I could have wished, that less eves 
had been said, than has been, of the com 
quests in the West Indies, and the impression 
thereby made on the enemy. Wretched, in- 
deed, must be our view of things, if, a: 
moment like the present, we can amuse 
selves with such objects, and not see, that 
to the contempt in which the enemy hoids 
them compared with the immense projects 
which he is meditating, we owe, in great me 
sure, the facility with which they have fallea 
into our hands.—Upon the subject of Ire- 
land, I agree entirely in the remarks mac 
yesterday by an honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Fox), that the hope expressed is too san 
guine, either for the nature of the thing, @ 
for any confidence to be reposed in the te 
timony, on which we receive it. I agree 
with him also, in the fears which I unde 
stood. him to express,—fears very far from 
being allayed by what we have heard subse 
quently, —that the views entertained respec 
ing Ireland, and seeming in some degree 





* The following is the passage to which Mr, Wi 
ham.alludes.—*‘ Sir, I speak in perfect plainness 
sincerity, from the bottom of my heart, and with oe 
solennito of a death-bed declaration (a situatioay 
much ressembling that in which we all stand), whe 
I declare, that my honourable friends, who, ia 
moment of rashness and weakness, have fatally 
their hands to this treaty, have signed the deat 
warrant to their country They have given it a ble 
under which it may languish for a few years, 0 
from which I do not conceive how it is possible 
it ever to recover.” Sce Political Register, Vol 
P- 10 93. ‘ # 
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be indicated in the speech, were far from 
being of a sort whic: promised tranquillity 
or safety to that kingdom. But the part 
pethaps of the address most objectionable, 
js.that concluding paragraph, which speaks 
of the issue of the present contest. The lan- 
guage there held has too much tendency to 
countenance a notion, than which nothing 
can be more false and foolish. that by the 
issue of the present contest is to be under- 
stood only the issue of the invasion ; which 
once past and decided in our favour, all be- 
yond is to be security and glory. We know 
how readily the minds of men out of doors, 
willrun into sucha notion, and we may suspect 
even some of a higher description within 
these walls ; but nothing could be more dis- 
graceful or fatal than that such a notion should 
appear for a moment t» be recognized by the 
house at large. This is all that I wish to say 
upon the subject of the present address, ei- 
ther generally or in detail.——One word more 
only, upon a matter of a different sort, and 
which I am tempted to introduce to day, 
principally because it is the first occasion that 
offers, and because no man can say, in our 
present circumstances, whether the first occa- 
sion may not be the last, ner how soon we 
may be called away, as was observed by an 
honourable gentleman yesterday, to the per- 
formance of duties more active at least, if 
not more important, than those which we 
have to discharge in this house —It will 
equally with the other subjects which I have 
touched upon, lead to no debate, nor re- 
quire from the honourable gentlemen op- 
posite to: me, even an answer. I arm 
come, in common with many other gens 
tlemen, from a residence of some time in 
my own country: and upon the result of 
that residence, what I have to declare is, 
that should any great stroke be struck in 
the county of Norfolk, of the sort that has 
been pointed out tothe honourable gentle- 
men, and. for want of those precautions, 
whith have likewise been pointed out to 
them ; I shall, certainly, think, that there 
will be grounds of serious criminal charge 
against the honourable gent., and should 
the case not be such as, by the very magni- 
tude of the evil, to put an end to all proceed- 
Ings, to sweep away both accuser and accu- 
sation, 


* To take at once the poet and the song,’ 


I shall probably feel it my duty to stand for- 
ward as the bringer of that charge —More 
than this upon the present occasion need not 

said, nor could, perhaps, be said with 


propriety. I had prepared, before I left 
Norfolk, a representation upon the subject, 
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and proposed it to a meeting of gentlemea 
assembled for other county business, wishing 
to have transmiited it to government with the 
advantage of their signatures: but, for rea- 
sons, which they, of course, thought satis- 
factory, which were not explained, as in fact 
no discussion was invited, and which’ I shall 
not presume to guess at, they declined to join 
in the representation. It was-my duty to 
afford them the opportunity ; as 1 conceive 
it tohave been my duty now to mention the 
subject in the way that I have done.--The 
honourable gentlemen will not consider me 
as bringing a charge against them, at least 
not one of which it is necessary for them to 
take notice, as it must rest for the present 
solely on the authority of the individual who 
brings it, unsupported by any proof, Asa 
menace even, the honourable gentlemen 
will be entitled to hold it cheap, if they are 
confident that no blame can be imputed to 
them, but that every thing has been done, 
that car or ought to be done.. It isas a me- 
nace, however, that J intend it; as the only 
means which [ now possess of compelling at« 
tention to objects, which, in my apprehen- 
sion at least, require to be attended to.——« 
This is all that I have to say upon his point, 
Upon the general topick, I" trust I have 
sufficiently explained myself, arid shall there- 
fore no longer detain the house from voting 
the present address, with that unanimity, 
which, under the explanation now given, [ 
shall be happy to see it received. 

The address was then read a second time, 
agreed to, and ordered to be presented to His 
Majesty by the whole house; and those 
members who were of His Majesty’s most 
honourable privy council were ordered hum- 
bly to know His Majesty’s pleasure when he 
would be graciously pleased to receive the 
same. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, November 24. 


{(Minutrs.]—This day the Speaker came 
to the house at half past two, accord:ng to 
the adjournment of the preceding day. Very 
few members, however, gave their aticne 
dance, and at twenty minutes past three, wien 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer arrived, 
there were not above thirty members present. 
The despair of making a house was at this 
time very great. Atlength, about a quarter 
before four, Mr. Serjcant, who had been 
sent in quest of members, arrived with the 
member nevessary to enable the <peaker 10 
take the chair, several of whom had been 
called out from the drawing room for that 
purpose.—-Losd Charles Somexset appeared at 
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e bar, and announced that His Majesty 
having been waited upon to know when it 
would be his plea-ure :o receive the address 
voted the day before, had appointed that. day 
at half past three o'clock —The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer moved the order of the 
day for taking into consideration His Majes- 
ty’s speech from the throne. That part of 
His Majesty's speech which expressed a re- 
liance on his faithful commons for making 
provision for the expenses of the eusuing 
year, being read, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer moved, ‘‘ that a supply be granted 
to His Majesty ; and that the house should 
to-morrow resolve itself into a committee to 
consider of that motion.” + Ordered ~The 
house then adjourned, and, preceded by the 
Speaker, went up to St. James's with the 
address. 





= 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, November 25tb. 


{Minures ]—As soon. as the house met, 
the Speaker stated that he, accompanied by 
several members, waited yesterday on His 
Majesty, to present the addréss voted by the 
house in reply to His Majesty's speech : to 
which His Majesty was pleased to give the 
following most gracious answer :—“ Geatle- 
men, I return you my warmest thanks for 
this dutiful and affectionate address. Such a 
declaration of your sentiments at the present 
moment cannot fail to.afford me the highest 
satisfaction. I have the most perfect reliance 
on the continuance of your support and on 
the zealons exertions of my faithful subjects, 
to bring the contest, in which I am engaged, 
to a successful and honourable issue.” 
This answer was ordered to be entered on the 
Journals.—A new writ was ordered for the 
election of a representative to serve in parlia- 
meat for the town of Rye, in the room of 

-Lord Hawkesbury, called ap to the house 
of peers; and a writ was also ordered for 
the Royal Boroughs of Inverness, etc. in 
the room of Cumming Gordon, esq. who. 
since his election, has accepted the steward- 
ship of the Chiltern. Hundreds.—The Chan- 
cellor of the Exclisquer moved the order of 
the day, for the House to resolve itself into 
a committee for granting a supply to His 
Majesty, and that so much of His Majesty's 
mst gracious speech as referred to his re- 
Jiance on his faithful commons for a supply, 
be referred to said committee.—The house 
having resolved itself into the committee, 
Mr Hobhouse inthe chair, that part of His 

. Majesty's speech was read, and the commit- 
tee came to a resolution that a supply be 
granted to Hix Majesty.—The honse was 
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‘on Monday.—Petitions were presented, com 
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then resumed, and the report of the cc 
mittee of supply ordered to be brought 







plaining of undue returns for the boroughs 
Windsor, Weymouth; and Iichester. Thetyy 
former were ordered-to be taken into cong 
deration upon Thursday the gth of Februar, 
and the latter upon Tuesday the 14th—Mr, 
Manning presented a petition from the di. 
rectors of the London dock company, pray. 
iug that they might be allowed to raise 
furtber sum of 500,0001., in addition om 
the sum of 1,200,000. already raised. Re 
ferred to the consideration of a select com 
mittee, which was appointed.—Mr. Vansit- 
tart moved, that there be laid before th 
house, an account of the net produce of al] 
the permanent taxes in the years and quan 
ters, ending op the 10th of October, 16803, 
and 1803 respectively. Ordered. 

















[WATERFORD ELECTION COMMITTER] 
—Mr.C. Dundas, at the bar, reported from 
the committee appointed to determine the 
inerits of the petitions complaining of an un 
due election and return for the city of Wa 
terford, that, pursuant to the permissions 
the house, that committee had adjourned from 
Wednesday.to this day. That they had me 
consequently at three o'clock, when, finding 
that Francis William Grant, Esq. did notat 
tend, they had set for an hour, and then at 
jourued to half past four, directing the chair 
man.to report the same to the house——Th 
report was ordered to be brought up:—Mr 
C. Dundas, as chairman of the committee, 
then moved, that the said F. W. Grant, Esq 
be discharged trom further attendance w 
that committee. In laying the grounds fa 
this motion, he hoped the house would ex 
cuse him for. stating briefly the circumstanety 
of the case. It would be in the recollection 
of the house, that previous to the recess, 
commission had been sent to Ireland for the 
purpose of taking evidence, which commit 
sion had been returned with the minutes@ 
the evidence taken before the commissioner; 
upon a due consideration of which the com 
mittee was to decide the merits of the pet 
tions. It would also be in the recollection@ 
the house, that towards the close of last sé 
sion, an application had been made to t 
house, by the consent, and for the convenien 
of all parties, for permission to adjourn @ 
further proceedings till the second day of t# 
present session; which permission the hou 
had thought fit to grant, and the committe 
had adjourned accordingly. This was a pol 
upon which any member of the commitié 
could not, he ignorant, as it must have be 
equally known toall. On the second day 
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this session*the Committee had met, with 
the exception of the ‘honourable member, 


who was the’object of the motion, when, on 


reporting his non-attendance ‘to the house, 
they had obtained permission to adjourn fur 
ther to this day, in the hope that the ‘hon. 
member.would attend in his place, and that 
they should have the benefit of his advice in 
their proceedings. He, however, had ne- 
glected to attend, and in consequence the 
chairman thought it his duty, for the further- 
ance of justice, and in order that the com- 
mittee might be enabled to proceed, to sub- 
mit the motion he had made to the house, 
particularly as_the provisions of the election 
Jaws authorised a committee, on an Irish pe- 

tition, to proceed, though «it should: be re- 
| duced to nine members. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer hoped the 
house would not accede tothe motion, unless 
very cogent reasons should be assigned for 
the absence of the hon.member. To dis- 
charge a member from his attendance on a 
committee, was an indulgence whith the 
house never granted but upon very substan- 
tial grounds, and unless some conclusive rea- 
sons should be assigned in the present in- 
_ stance, he should feel himself under the ne- 
cessity of dissenting from the motion. 

Mr. Charles Grant begged to be indulged, 
while he stated in justification of the bon. 
member what he knew of the cause of his 
absence. ‘The hon. member «as at present 
on duty with his regiment, which having 
been lately raised, required all his care and 
attention. He had not been aware of the 
order of the house which authorised election 
committees to continue, notwithstanding a 
prorogation of parliament, and had neglected 
to attend under an impression that such com- 
mittees were necessarily dissolved at the end 
of asession. This was a fact which he could 
confidently state, as he had himself received 
a letter some weeks since from the hon. 
member desiring to be informed on the sub- 
ject, which information he was not at that 
time competent to give. 

The Speaker observed that there were two 
distinct questions for the house to consider : 
first, whether it should be its pleasure, for 
the furtherance of justice, to enable the 
committee to proceed, by discharging Mr. 
Grant from further attendance ; secondly, 
what conduct it would be its pleasure’ to 
adopt, wish respect to the hon. member who 
had absented himself from his ditty. ‘These 


questidas were wholly distinct, and it wouid, 
be for the house to determine in what man-: 


her it'should:think proper to dispose of them. 
There was'a'case in point on the journals. 
It was the» case of Mr. Booth: Grey; who, 
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removing from town on urgent business pend- 
ing‘the sitting of a committee, of which he 
was a member, wrote a letter to the chaic- 
man, stating the circumstance, and request- 
ing him to conimunicate the same t> the 
house. On the letter being produced, he 


| was discharged from : further attendance on 


the committee, but ordered to attend in his 
place on a certain day, and account for his 
absenee. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer concurred 
with the sentiments that had fallen from the 
chair. He had no objection to discharge 
the hon. member from further attendance, 
in order to enable the committee to. proceed, 
provided it could not operate to limit the dis- 
cretion of.the house, as to the conduct it 
may think proper to adopt with respect to 
the defaulter.. He, however, submitted, 
whether the object of the motion might not 
be attained as well by wording it differently, 
that is, “ to enable the committee to pro- 
ceed, notwithstanding the absence of this 
member.” 

Mr. ard concurred in the suggestion of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and ob- 
served that the object of the hon. chairman . 
would be fully effected by so wording his 
motion, which had been drawn up in the 
other form with an unintentional inaccu- 
racy. 
Mr. Tiernéy did not think the case of Mr. 
Grey applicable inthe present instance. In 
that case Mr. Grey had appeared by letter 
before the house, in. the present there was 
no appearance whatever: and he trusted 
that for the regularity of the proceedings of 
the House, they would not suffer such a 
resolution to be placed on their journals, 
without being accompanied by a gaod and 
sufficient reason for the ground on which 
they had adopted it. 

Mr.-Bragge agreed with his hon, friend 


(Mr. Tierney) that such a proceeding should 


not appear on their journals without some 
document to shew why it had been adopted. 
He submitted to the hon. member (Mr. 
Charles Grant), whether he might not put 
what he had already stated in that form to 
the house, whereby it would be justified in 
agreeing to the consequent preceedings.— 
Mr. C. Grant's statement. was then enteted 
on the journals, as the ground on which the 
house assented to the following motions : 
ist. That F. W. Grant, Esq, be discharged 
from further attendance on the committee, 
2d. That the committee be enabled to pro- 


‘ceed notwithstanding his absence; and, 3d 


That F. W. Grant, Esq. be ordered ta at-— 
tend in his place on Wednesday tha seventh 


‘day of December next, 
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[Desertion oF seamen, }— Mr. Jarvis 
rose, pursuant to the notice he had given, to 
move for leave to bring in a bill to prevent 
the desertion and escape of petty officers, 
seamen, and others, from his Majesty's set- 
vice, by means or under colour of any civil 
or criminal process. He should’ detain the 
house, but a very short time, in stating the 


grounds’ and principles of the measure he » 


proposed to bring forward. There were too 
many convincing proofs, that the processes 
of law had been frequently perverted, for 
the purpose of enabling individuals to escape 
from the naval service, in which they had 
been employed. It would not be necessary 
for him to trespass on the attention of the 
house, by enumerating the various instances 
of fraudolent arrests for civil actions, or the 
many pretended crimiual charges, under co- 
lour of which, seamen had been removed 
from the authority of their naval officer, and 
then set at large, to the manifest injury of 
his Majesty's service. The measure, he pro- 
posed, would correct this abuse altogether ; 
and he feltwreat satisfaction in assuring the 
house, that it would nor interfere with the 
rights, nor infringe the privileges of any de- 
scription of men. It would leave the sea- 


man, who might be improperly impressed, | 


in the same situation as to his habeas corpus, 
in which he now stands; and it would not 


weaken the claim of creditors, nor trench | 
| tlereagh gave notice of his intention to move, 


upon their just and legal rights. It would 
jeave thearrested seaman, in the same situa- 
tion precisely, as to service, in which he 
stood before the arrest, as its principal ob- 
ject would be to secure his return to the 
service to which he may have belonged, as 
soon as the action should be satisfied. The 
principal object of the measure he meant to 
introdace, was to make sheriffs responsible 
for the return of such seamen as should be 
arrested under their awhority, to the service, 
instead of being ‘eft at large on their release 
from the arrest. It was to be obligatory on 
the sheriff, in such a case, to convey the 
seaman, within a reasonable time, and for an 
adequate compensation, to the nearest port, 
and give hia: up to the port-admiral, or re- 
gulating captain, commanding there. The 
consequence of this regulation would be an 
essential benefit to the seaman, who would 
be conveyed back to his ship free of any ex- 
pense. With regard also to seamen fraudu- 
lently arrested, the bill would have a most 
salutary effect, as it would effectually pre- 
vent any future perversion of the process of 
the law, to cover the desertion of persons 
serving in-his wajesty’s navy. These were 
the leading features of his measure, and, he 
trusted, the house would concur with him in 
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its expediency. He thercfore should move 
for leave to bring in the bill. Leave was 
+ given.—Mr. Jarvis then brought up the bill, 
which was read-a first time, ordered to be 
aes a second time on Tuesday next, and to 
printed. 


ma 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, November 28. 


[Mrinvres.] ~The Speaker took the chair 
at half after three.—Col, Hayne then pre. § 
sented a petition for leave to bring in aninclo- 
sure bill, which was granted,— Mr. Foster ap- 
peared at the bar from the Exchequer- office, 
with an account of the net produce of the 
taxes of the current year, eoding the 10th of 
October. The account was ordered to lie 
on the table, and a sufficient number of co- 
pies te be printed for the use of the mem- 
bers.—-Sir C. Bunbury presented a petition 
from the debtors confined in the county gaol 
of Suffolk.—Ordered to lie on the table.— 
Mr. W. Dundas gave notice of his intention 
to bring in a bill to explain the acts relating 
to statute labour in Scotland, with respect 
to the construction of which, doubts subsisted. 
He declined mentioning a particular day, 
stating that it was his intention to write to 
the representatives for Scotland, and to fix 
such a day, as would be convenient to them, 
for the discussion of the subject.—Lord Cas« 


on Wednesday, for leave to bring in a bill, 
relative to the bonding of East-India goods, 
— Mr. Hobhouse brought up the report of 
the committee of supply. The resolution 
for gMinting a supp!y was agreed to nem. con. 
and the committee ordered to sit again on 
Wednesday.—— Mr. Vansittart moved, that 
there be laid before the house, the following 
estimates, viz.; An estimate of the ordinary 
expenses of the navy for the year 1804; 
an estimate of the expense of the half-pay 
of officers of the navy, and such officers of 
the royal marines, as served in the last war; . 
an estimate of the expense of building and 
repairing ships of war, and other expenses 
in his majesty’s dock-yards, generally known: 
by the denomination of wear and tear, for 
the year 1804; an estimate of the expense 
of guards sand garrisons, and other descrip- 
tions of his majesty’s land forces for 1804; 
aii estimate of the expense of ordnance for 
land service, for the year 1804; an estimate 
of the expestse, incurred for services, not pro- 
vided for by Parliament; an estimate of the 
expenses of transport service, for the year 
1804. ‘ Ordered.—Mr. Vansittart also mov-: 
ed, that an humble address be presented to 
his Majesty, praying that his Majesty would 
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pe graciously pleased to give directions, that 
the proper officers should prepare such esti- 
mates, and lay them before the house. 
Agreed to.—Petitions relating to the contro- 
verted elections, for the following places, 
were laid on the table, and appointed for 
consideration in the following order :— Ayles- 
bury and Glasgow, February 14; Baldock 
and Honiton, February 16; Carrickfergus 
and Sudbury, February 21; Minehead and 
Hereford City, February 23; London and 
Coventry, February 28; Stirling, March 1, 
1804.—Mr. Adams gave notice, that on 
Wednesday next, he should move to vote 


the seamen, deemed nece@sary for the service 
. of the year 1804. 


{Income Tax.J—Mr. Alderman Combe 
wished to be informed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, whether there was any inten- 
tion to bring in a bill to simplify the act of 
last session, relating to this tax. Much dif- 
ficulty was, at present felt, in making out the 
returns ; and it was therefore extremely de- 
sirable, that it should be decidedly stated, 
whether any alteration was to take place in 
the standard by which the return was to be 
regulated, and the manner in which it was 
to be made, as the act now stood. 

Mr. Vansittart said, he had no intimation 
from his majesty's ministers, that any altera- 
tion was to be made in the act alluded to by 
the worthy Alderman. On the contrary, he 
understood it to be their intentions, that, for 
the present, the returns should be made, ac- 
cording to the act, as it now stood ; and that 
this should be continued for one year, in 
order to afford a full and fair trial to the pre- 
sent system. The whole of its faults and 
deficiencies, which would then be perfectly 
understood, may be then corrected by one 
bill, which would be much better than to 
trouble Parliament at present with separate 
bills on every supposed and ill-conceived dif- 
ficulty or impertection. 

Mr. Alderman. Combe expressed himself 
satisfied with the answer given by the ho- 
nourable gentleman. 


(Barracks ] Admiral Berkeley wished 
toknow, whether the expense of the bar- 
racks now building, was to be included in the 
estimates just moved for. 

Mr. Vansittart said, the expense of bar- 
tacks was not one of those included in the 
¢stimates, which he had moved the house to 
erder, 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, November 29. 
(Minvres. —Mr. Hurst brought up the 
teport of the Committee on’ the expiring 
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laws. It was ordered to lie on the table, 
and to be printed.— Sir Robert Buxton moved 
that, there be laid'before the house an ac- 
count of the quantity of strong beer, table 
beer, and smail beer, brewed in thiscountry 
and liabie toduty, irom the sth Jan. 1802, to 
the 5th Jan. 1803.—Mr.Vansittart suggested 
the propriety of wording the motion in such 
a way as to enable the officers to whom the 
order was to be directed, tocomply with 
the desire of the house, and with the wishes 
of the hon. baronet, which it would be 
impossible for them to do if the motion 
remained as it at present stood, as the 

could have cognizance of such- beer 
only .as actually paid the duty.——The 
motion, amended according te this sug- 
gestion, was put and agreed to.——The 
bill for preventing the desertion of petty 
officers and seamen was read a second time, 
and ordered toacommittee ofthe whole houfle 
on Thursday next-—Mr. Steele appeared at 
the bar, and informed the house that his 
Majesty had been waited upon with the 
address voted yesterday, for the production 
of certain estimates to the house, and that 
his Majesty had been graciously pleased to 
order the same.——Mr. Tierney presented a 
petition from the debtors confined in the 
county gaol of Surrty.—It was ordered to 
lie on the table.-——Mr. Adams brought up 
the account of the éstimates of the’ordinar 


and extraordinary expenses of the navy for 


year 1804. Ordered that these estimates 
be taken into consideration on Friday next. 
——The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave 
notice, that he would to-morrow move for 
leave to bring in a bill to continue further 
the restriction of specie from the Bank. 
—-—Mr. Corry gave notice of a similar mo- 
tion with respect to the Bank of Ireland. 


[Pairvate Petitions.]—The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer said, he thought it necessary 
to fix upon some specific day, beyond 
which private petitious would not be re- 
ceived by the house, in order to prevent 
the inconvenience which frequently took 
plate in consequence of the too long ex- 
tension of the time generally allowed for 
that purpose. ‘ He wished, howcver, to put 
off such limitation to such a day as should 
leave no room for complaints or excuse 
to any person desiring to petition, and he 
at the same time was anxious that it should 
be generally understood that no further 
time would beallowed. This arrangement 
he was urged to propose from a recollec- 
tion of the trouble too often occasioned by 
the great overflow of private business at 
that period of the sessions, when a quantity 
ef important public affairs was to be at- 
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tended to. The right hon. gent. concluded 
with moving, that the 24th of February 
next should be the last day fixed upon for 
the acceptance of private petitions. ‘Fhis 
motion was agreed to. 
fFWarterForp Exrecrron Commir- 
vTEE.J}——Mr. Deverell, a member of the 
Waterford Election Committee, rose to 
move that James Pedley, Esq. one of the 
members of the said committee, be excused 
his attendance on that committee, as his 
presence was necessary elsewhere, on ac- 
cout of the death of a near relation, and 
private business of a very urgent nature. 

The Speaker informed the hon. meniber 
that the usual mode of proceeding on such 
oceasions, was, that the member who mo- 
ved the leave of absenée should come for- 
ward to the table, and state in writing the 
grounds upon which he rested his motion. 
‘That he should verify these grounds upon 
oath, and that then the house would decide 
on the-propriety of acceding to the motion. 
—The hen. member having accordingly 
approached the table, and deposed upon 
oath the grounds of his motion, 

The Seaker acquainted the house, that 
the grounds of the motion were, that James 
Pedley, Fsq. was called to Jamaica by ver 
urgent private affairs. That he hadtake.: 
his passage on board a vessel that was to 
sail from Portsmouth for that island, and 
that he had received a letter intimating to 
him that the ship was ready to sail without 
delay. 

Mr. Deverell, after stating these grounds, 
moved, that James Pedley, Esq. have leave 
of absence froni further attendance on the 
Waterford Committee.—On the question 
being put. ¥ 

The Attorney General rose, and observed 
how painful a task it must be to any man 
to oppose a motion supported on such 
grounds as those upon which the present 
motion, was rested. But. thé house must 
feel how essential it was to pause before a 
precedent of such importance should be 
established. He certainly could not now 
pretend to make up his mind upon the 
question, and should feel it his duty to take 
advice upon the point, before he gave it his 
assent. . The learned gent. then proceeded 
to observe that the Waterford Committee 
was already reduced to twelve—that should 
the leave of absence now solicited, be grant- 
ed, the number would be eleven, within two 
of the number absolutely necessary for pro- 
secuting the business before the committee, 
Thus might a contplete suspension of the 
most essential business of the House of Com- 
mons be brought entirely at a stand; be- 
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sides sickness,-and other equally embarrass 
sing difficulties, might preclude the attend. 
ance of the remaining members, which 
might induce a total suspension of the most 
important and essential proseedings. Under 
that impression, he felt ithis duty to move 
that the debate on the motion be adjourned 
till to-morrow.-—The question was put on 
this amendment and agreed to. 


fBarracks.]—Admiral Berkeley, seeing 
the Secretary at War in his place, rose to 
ask a question respecting the mode in which 
the house were to be informed of the ex- 
pense of the barrack department. When 
he had inquired into this matter yesterday, 
an hon. gent {Mr. Vansittart] had not been 
able to give him’an answer which he could 
consider satisfactory. What he desired to 
be informed of was, whether the expense 
of the barrack establishment was mentioned 
in the general estimates to be laid before 
the house. The contracts for the building 
of barracks were enormous, particularly in, 
the,part of the country (Sussex) where he 
had Jately resided. At.a time when the 
general expenses of¢ the country. were so 
great, it was ef importance to have the 
expense of contracts fully considered. With 
the view of bringing the matter under con- 
sideration, it was, however, previously ne- 
cessary that the point to which he had re- 
ferred should be explained. 

The Sccretary az War [Mr. Bragge] could 
not at present give a decided opinion in 
what manner the estimates for the barrack 
department would be brought forward, He 
could mentien, however, generally, that it 
was not intended to include them in the 
estimates for the expense of the army. As 
to the amount of the contracts, he should 
only observe that they were formed on prin- 
ciples of as strict economy as government 
could obtain, It was not to be supposed 
that, in the present circumstances of the 
country such works could be.executed at as 
cheap a rate as in other periods. Labour 
had necessarily increased in price, and the 
difficulty of procuring workmen to complete 
the works with sufficient celerity naturally 
enhanced the demands of those who con- 
tracted with government. 








HOUSE OF LORS. 
Wednesday, November 30. ' 


{[Minutes.] —Their lordships met this 
day pursuant to adjournment.—The Lord 
Chancellor informed the house, that his 
Majesty had been pleased to return a most 
gracious answer’ to their lordships’ address 
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which was ordered to be entered on the 
journals of the house. It was nearly to the 
same effect as the answer made. to the ad- 
dress of the House of Commons. The 
hearing of certain appeal causes were then 
severally ordered .for the ensuing week ; 
after which the Lord C.anéellor informed 
tlieir lordships that he had some matters of 
cousequence to communicate which respected 
their privileges. Strangers were in course 
ordered to withdraw ; and after a short 
interval the bouse adjourned. 





t lOUSE OF COMMONS, 
é 
Wednesday, November 30. 


[Mixures.]— Colonel Stewart. took the 
oaths and his seat.—The Speaker acquainted 
the house, that the petitions complaining of 
tindue elections, and the returns to the bo- 
roaghs of Hull, Léoniinstet, Shaftesbury; 
and Boston, had not beem renewed in the 
present session of Parliament, pursuant to 
the provisions of the 28th of his present 
Majesty : and that he had certified to his 
Majesty's court of exchequer, that the re- 
cognisances in thesé cases had been for feit- 
ed. —General Bartlett broaght up an enclo- 
sure bill, which was ordered to be read 
a first time,—-—Mr. Manning brought up 
the report of the commitice to whom the 
petition of the London Dock Company had 
been referred, and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill to allow the said eom 1pany to 
taise by loan, or otherwise, a sum of 
500,000 |. in addition to, their o1iginal ca- 
pital, of 1,200,000 1.—Six P, Stephens, in a 
Committee of Supply, moved, that it be the 
opinion of the committee; that 100,000 
seamen, including marines, be voted for the 
year 1S64.-——That a sam not exceeding 
2,405,000 1. be granted to his Majesty, for 
wages for these 100; 000 men, for thirteen lu- 
har months, at the rate of 11. 17s. per man per 
month ; tbat asum not exceeding 2 2,470,0001. 
be granted for victuals for them for thir- 
teen lunar months, at the rate of 11. 18s. 
per man per month ; that a sum not ex- 
eveding 3,900,000]. be granted for wear 
and tear of ships for that complement of 
nen for thirteen lunar months, at the rate 
of 31. per man per month ; that a sum not 
exceeding 325,000]. be granted for ord- 
hance for the sea service, for that comple- 
ment of men, for thirteen lunar months, at 
the rate of 5s. per man per quarier.—The 
resolutions, were all agreed to; and the 
house being resumed, the report was order- 
ed to be received to-morrow.—Mr. Secre- 
iary Yorke gave notice, that he should on 
Friday next, move, for heaye to biing in 

Vou, IV, 
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two bills,, to.continue, for a time. to be 
limited, tsvo,bills of last session,. for the sus- 
pension of the Habeas Corpus Act ; and for 
the . suppression, of , rebellion in Ireland. 
—Mr. Vansittart moyed, that there, be laid 
before the house the following estimates : 
An estimate of the expense. of the hire of 
transportstrom January 7, to December 31, 
1804; An estimate of the expenses of 
prisoners of war, in health, for the same 
period ; -An estimate of the money that will - 
pro ‘bably be wanted for sick prisoners of war, 
for thirteen lunar months, from January 7; 
1804.—The motions were all agreed to, and 
an address ordered to be presented by such 
members as were of his Majesty's Privy 
Council, that his Majesty would be gra- 
ciously pleased to order the said estimates to 
be laid before the house. 

[East-Inpr1a_ Bonps.]—Lord Castke 
reagh, pursuant to his notice.on a former 
day, rose to submit his motion to the 
housé, on the subject of the East-India 
Company's bonds. The house would be 
aware of the importance of the measure 
he had to propose, inasmuch as the value of 
the East-India Company's capital was ma- 
terially influenced by the circumstances un- 
der Ww hich their. securities were circulated in 
the market. The object of the bill he 
meant to bring forward, would be to place 
India bonds, as nearly as possible, on the same 
footing as Exchequer bills; and the opera- 
tion of it, of course, would extend to two 
points, in which they differed from such 
government securities, ‘The first point re- 
lated to the manner in which the duty 
charged under the property tax act was le- 
vied on income, arising from such property, 
which rendered it less desirable to the holder, 
arid of course, tended to depreciate its value. 
As the tax was levied under the provisions 
of that act, the directors were authorised to 
deduct the shilling in the pound from thie 
interest payable on India bonds ; so that, 
whatever may be the income of the holder, 
the full amount was in this instance to be 
levied, even though he should not possess 
i501. per annum. Such a mode of levying the 
tax, operated direetly to diminish the con- 
venience of stich property, and consequently 
to depréciate its value. It was, however, to 
be admitted, that the party had aremedy by 
dn application to the Commissioners for an 
abafemént in every Case, Where his rate of 
income, or other circumstances, should en- 
title bim to such abatemént. But, wher it 
was considered how onérous and operose 
such application must prove to individuals, 
he trusted the house would not object to the 
principle for simplifying the mode of cole , 
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Jecting the tax, by enabling holders of India 
bonds to include the interest thereof in the 
general statement of their income. He was 
the more confident of this, as the modifi- 
fication would not interfere to any consider- 


company, did not exced 80,000 or 90,0001. 

the duty upon which, would of course be 

under 50001, and not of sufficient weight with 

the house to induce it to with-hold a facility 

to the operations of a great commercial com- 

pany, particularly as the just amount of the 

dut ‘would not be eventually affected there- 

by. This was one object of his measure ; 

the other regarded the rate of interest which 

India bonds bear, with reference to the inte- 

rest payable on Exchequer bilis. The com- 

pany was by law prohibited from giving 
more than five per cent. on their bonds, 

whereas Exchequer bills bore a rate of in-* 
terest per day, which amounted annually to 
5]. 6s. Gd. per cent. This circumstance 
rendered the property in India bonds, less 
desirable than other property capable of 
producing a higher. rate of interest, and was 
of course injurious to the company ; besides, 
it was material that in time of war the 
bonds of the company should not be ousted 
from the market. Though the rate of inte- 
rest had been limited by law, the noble 
ord was sure it had never been in the inten- 
tion of the legislature to place India bonds 
under disadvantages, to which no other pub- 
lic securities were liable. He was aware 
that it might be urged, that there ought to 
be some distinction, between the interests of 
the public and that of a commercial body, 
but he was confident the legislature would 
mot look upon the India company as a body 
wholly mercantile. Their interests were so 
closely interwoven with the interests of the 
public at large, which was to enjoy a parti- 
<ipation of’ their resources, that the public 
could not be a gainer while the company 
was a loser. His object; therefore, was, to 
enable the India company to give an interest 
on their bonds, not exceeding the rate of 
interest which exchequer bills may bear at 
any time, in order that they may enjoy 
their fair proportion in-the market for the 
eirculating medium. He did not see any 
Necessity to trouble the house further, he 
therefore should move “ for leave to bring 
in a bill to regulateIndia bonds, with regard 
to the rate of interest and duty payable 
thereon,” —Leave given. 

{Banx Resraicrion Birt. }—The Chan- 
eellor of the Exchequer after moving, ‘ that 
the several acts imposing a restriction on the 
issue of cash ip the payments made by the 
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Bank be read,” stated, that it was not his 
intention to preface the motion he meant to 
submit to the house with many introductory 
observations. There had, on a former occa- 


| sion, existed considerable objections to the 
able amount with the income duty. The | 
gross amount of India bonds, issued by the | 


measure for confirming the order of coun- 
cil by which the restriction of the issues of 
cash from the Bank had been imposed. He 
was himself of opinioi:, that the measure 
was a wise one; and whatever doubts might 
have existed, in the first instance, as to its 
expediency, had been tully and satisfactorily 
obviated in the discussion which had taken 
place, on the subject's being brought before 
the hotjis.. But though doubts had been 
entertained as to the propriety of the meas 
sure, during a period of peace, he had ne- 
ver heard its policy questioned during a 
Under the impression, 
therefore, that no doubts existed on the sab- 
ject, he should take it for granted, that no 
objection would be made, in the present in- 
stance, toa renewal of the measure. Jt was 
satisfactory to know that the credit of the 
Bank had remained firm and unshaken, dur- 
ing the past experience of the measure, and 
that its sufficiency to make good its en- 
gagements, both was, and is, unaffected 
by even the slightest suspicion. It was 
highly to the credit of the Bank, too, that 
it had not availed itself of the dispositions 
of the act, to issue a quantity of paper ex- 
ceeding the amount of its capital; or abused 
the discretion, which a measure essential 
to the public welfare, necessarily left for its 
own private ends. It was, however, expe- 
dient, that the house should, from time to 
time, be made acquainted with the quantity 
of paper in circulation, and he proposed to 
move for an account of that which was 
actually in circulation at different periods 
during the last year; but he should first 
move, “ for leave to bring in a bill, to con- 
tinue, for a time to be limited, the restric- 
tion on the issues of cash by the Bank of 
England.” 

Mr. Jekyll.—Sir ; I do not rise to oppose 
the motion of the right hon. gent. but to 
direct his attention, and that of the house, 
to the lamentable state to which the public 
are reduced by the want of circulating spe- 
cie. The shameful practice of hoarding up 
cash, has been carried to such an excessive 
pitch, that it is with great difficulty, specie 
can be procured for the common purposes. of 
life. T.am sorry to observe the prevalence 
of this ungenerous fecling, at a crisis, 
which calls for every possible exertion; and, 
Iam assured, from the respectable autho- 
rity of a principal banking-house, that, if 


the practice-be not put a stop to, bankers 
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will in a short time not be able to procure 
specie for the fractional parts of change. I 
have seen too, in a newspaper of this morne 
ing, some resolutions of a respectable cor- 
poration, * calculated to meet the evil, and 
recommending the ac-eptance of dallars at 
acertain rate, and of French crowns and 
half crowns, in change. These observa- 
tions | have thrown out, Sir, merely, to 
eall the attention of the right hon, gent. to 
a grievance, which loudly calls for legisla- 
tive interference. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed 
with the hon. gent. that the evil of which 
he complained, but too certainly existed ; 
and assured liim, that it had been Onder the 
consideration of his Majesty's government. 
He admitted that the hon, gent. had com- 
mented justly on the baseness of such a 
practice, at such a crisis The remedy, 
however, rested with individuals, who might 
easily correct a practice, that was as incon. 
sistent with public spirit, as it was with the 
duty of a good citizen.—The motion was 
then put, and leave given to bring in the 
bill, After which the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer moved, ‘ that there be laid 
before the house an account of the amount 
of Bank of England notes in circulation 
on the Ist of June, Ist of August, Ist of 
October, and 25th of November, 1603; 
distinguishing the amount of the value of 
those below 51.” Ordered. 


(Waterrorp Exvecrion CommMittes.] 
Mr. Deverell moved the order of the day, 
for renewing the debate on the motion for 
excusing Mr. Pedley from his attendance on 
the Waterford commiitee. _ 

The Speaker said, he concetved it to be 
his duty to state to the house, that affairs 
of an urgent nature having called the hon. 
gent, mentioned in the motion, to the island 
of Jamaica, and that the gentleman having 
long since taken his passage, it was moved 
that he obtain leave of absence from the 
comniittee on the Waterford election, on 


* The following is the circumstance to which the 
hon, member alluded :—In consequence of the great 
inconvenience experienced at Portsmouth from the 
Scarcity of cash, a meeting was held, pursuant to 
advertisement, at the Guildhall of that place, on 
the 22d of November. The mayor presided; and, 
after some discussion on the means of alleviating the 
difficulties and inconveniencies so seriously felt at 
Portsmouth and Portsea, for the want of gold and 
silver for the purposes of trade, it was unanimously 
resolved, that dollars should be admitted into tem- 
ang currency, at 4s. 9d. each, but that no per- 
on should engage to take more than four in one 
poy? 3; and French crowns at 5g.and half crowns. 
$ t 25. 6 "8 ‘ 
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which he was appointed. The question 
being put, 

Mr. Deverell rose. He _ recapitulated 
what he had said on the preceding evening. 
He stated farther, that the hon. gent. al« 
luded to had spent seventeen or eighteen 
years in the island of Jamaica, and had only 
lately left it. It was scarcely probable, 
therefore, that a man in such circumstances 
should have left his affairs in such a situation, 
as not again to require his personal presence, 
The hon. gent. entered further into a mi- 
nute discussion of the observations of the 
Attorney General on the preceding evening, 
and endeavoured to obviate that right hon. 
gentleman's objections. He stated, that it 
would be a very hard case, indeed, if gen 
tlemen should be excluded from attendance 
on their own private and most interesting 
affairs; affairs in whieh their happiness and 
personal respectability were deeply impli- 
cated, merely because they had been ap 
pointed on a committee, the business of 
which might be otherwise execated without 
injury to the public. He appealed to the 
feelings of the house. Was it a case to 
which any gent. present would wish tosub- 
mit* He alluded to a precedent, where 
nine out of fifteen had sat and transacted the 
busines of an election committee, whereas 
even in case of the hon. gentleman’s ab- 
sence, there would still, according to the. 
Attorney General, be eleven on the Watere 
ford committee. 

The Attorney General rose. It was far, 
he said; from his intention to oppose the 
private interests of any member of that 
house, and in regard to the gentleman ale 
luded to, he would be the last to throw any 
obstruction in hisway. So much was this the 
case indeed, he said, that if the question 


_ were at this moment put, it would be more 


agreeabie to find that the gentieman should 
cbtain leave of absence than that he should 
net. To be refused, indeed, in such cir- 


‘cumstances, he thought would be a very 


hard case; and let it be brought home to, 
the feclings of any gentleman here present, 
he was as sensible as the hon. gent. who 
spoke last, that no one could deny the foree 
of his argument. The hon. gent. had stated 
that he had said the whole of the business 
would be at a stand, should more of the. 
members be absent than now were. This 
was not directly the idea he had expressed, 
He had meant to say, that if one, two, or 
three, were permitted to absent them- 


selves upon business, others might claim the 
same privilege, and of course no reliance 
could be placed upon any committee ap- 
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pointed by the house; and such really was 
the case in the present instance ; three had 
already dropped from the committee in ques- 
tion, and this motion went to authorize the 
absence of a fourth. ‘The right hon. gent. 
concluded by saying, that where the private 
interests of the individual and those of the 
‘public were put in competition, his own 
private. feelings would be too ready to lead 
him to give a preference to the individual 
interest ; bat, at the same. time, he could not 
conceal his anxiety, that the, house, should 
not be forward to establish -prececents that 
were too likely to be followed, to the injury 
of the public service. With.regard to pre- 
cedents, he had taken much pains to search 
for them ; 3; and he could find no precedent, 

where a member for private business was 
indulged, but in a temporary absence; in 
which case, the committee was adjourned, 

till it could have the benedit. of his attendance. 
Painful as it would beto him,.he should, 

therefore, vote against the motion. 

Mr. W. Dundas rose, and requested that 
the house would pause, ‘before it should de- 
termine in a case of such importance, where 
they had nothing before them, but the gene- 
ral assertion of an individual, to direct their 
judgment. Suppose, he said, 1 wish to go 
to Scotland? If you establish a precedent of 
this kind, will it not be natural for me to 
plead business, and to direct your attention 
to this yery precedent, which you are about 
to create ? 

Mr. Bragge obseryed, that it must be in 
the recollection of the house, that there was 
no precedent in Englaad that could apply to 
this motion, and as committees for the trial 
of Irish elections were now in this country, 
ho arguments could be adduced on the pre- 
sent question, but those of expediency only. 
It therefore remained with the house to 
establish or not, as they should think proper, 
a precedent on the present occa-ion, 

' ‘The Speaker, before he put the question, 
stated to the house, the number of prece- 
dents of absence, granted to members, from 
committees, to be eight; four of which, 
‘were for total absence, ia consequence of the 
death of near relations. Of the other four, 
two were for private business, and but for 
two days; and the committees were in buth 
cases adjourned, till the expiration of the 
two days. The remaining two were, first, 
the case of the Okehampton petition ; Mr. 
Pelham, one of the members of the commit- 
tee for trying which,’ was also water-bailiff 
to the court of sewers, and had’ obtained a 
total release from attendance on the com- 
mittee, in coriséquence of his presence being 
essential to the cschirge of his osher duties. | 
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The second, was the case of Shaftesbury, in 
which case, Sir Richard Worsley, who was 
also inayor and returning officer of ancthey 
place, obtained a release from atiendence on 
the committee, in consideration of the calls 
of duty in his corporation. The question 
being put by the Speaker, there was a call 
to divide the house, when there appeared for 
the motion 45, and against it 54. The mo~ 
tion, of course, was negativ ed by a majority 
of Q. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, December 1. 


Their lordships met at the usual hour. 
Certain accounts, relative to the bounties 
granted by Queen Anne, were. laid on the 
table. The hotse then went into a cam- 
mittee of privileges’ Strangers were or- 
dered to withdraw, and soon after an ade 
journment took place. . 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, December 1. 


EMinutes.]— Mr. Smith informed the 
house, that his Majesty had been waited 
upon with the address of this house, and had 
ordered the proper officers to prepare and 
lay before the house, the several estimates 
accordingly.—Sir P. Stephens presented esti- 
mates of the expense of maintaining pri- 
soners of war, sick and in health; alsd, aa 
estimate of the expense of transport service, 
for the year 1604. These estimates were 
ordered to lie on the table; and Sir P. Ste 
phen: gave notice, that he should move them 
in the committee of supply to morrow.—— 
Mr. Hobhouse, broyght up the report of the 
committee of supply. The re solutions were 
agreed to, ment. con. ‘Lord Castlereagh 
brought j in his bill, for regulating the interest 
on East-ludia bonds, The bill was read a 
first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Monday, and to be printed. — Mr. 
Vansittart brought in the bill for continuing 
the. restriction, on payments in specie by 
the Bank of England. Read a_ first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time to; 
motrow.— Mr. Hobhouse brought up the 
report of the committee of Expiting Laws. 
The resolutions were for the continuation 
of the act 39 Geo. HI. for prohibiting the 
exportation, and encouraging the importas 
tion of corn; the act for regulating the trade 
‘with Malta; the act of last session, cn 
to the drawback on the exportation of sugar; 
and the act relating to fhe’ exportation of 
sugar tolreland. The resolutions were post+ 
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‘mittee of ways and means, 


‘upper house. 
bring in the bill, his intention was, that it 








poned, and referred toa committee of the 
whole house to sit to-morrow.—The house 
went into a committee’ on Mr. Jarvis’s bill, 
for preventing the desertion and collusive 
arrests of seamen. Several verbal amend- 
ments were made, the blanks were filled up, 
and the report ordered to be received to- 
morrow.—Mr. Vansittart moved, that to- 
morrow the house should resolve itself into 
acommittee, to consider of ways and means, 
for raising the supply granted to his Ma- 
jesty.— The € hancellor of the Exchequer 
gave notice, that to-morrow, in the commit- 
tee of ways and ineans, he should move, that 
leave be given to bring in a bill to empawer 
his majesty to raise five millions, by loan, on 
exchequer bills, for the service of the year 
1804.— {the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
gave notice, that to-morrow, in the com- 
he should move 
the land and malt taxes, for the year 1804.— 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, 
that there be laid before the house an ac- 
count of the outstanding exchequer bills, on 
the 1st December, 1602, and 1st December, 
1803, respectively. 

(Stireyprary Curates Bitr.] — Sir 
Wilham Scott rose to move for leave to bring 
in a bill to encourage the residence of sti- 
pendiary curates. It would, be said, be in 
the recoitection of gentlemen, that a bil] had 
been brought forward on this subjeet last 
year, which had passed that house, but was 
rejected in another place, an account of a 
money provision, which had been annexed 
to it, of such a nature as to be conceived in- 
consistent with the forms of that place. He 
had the satisfaction to state, that it was not 
now necessary to annex to the bill any such 
provision, as intimation had been given, that 
it was intended to bring forward a separate 
measure, for the purpose of providing, in a 
less objs ctionable way, for those of that de- 
servi ng class of men, the stipendiary curates, 
who should be displaced, by the operation of 
the bill for enforcing the residence of the 
clergy. The bill, which he should propose, 
would, therefore, be the same with that 
which the house had passed in the last ses- 
sion, with the addition of a clause, which 
would facilitate its operation, and the omis- 
sion of the clause, in consequence of which, 
the former bill had been rejected in the 
If leave should be givén to 


should. be read a first and second time, as 
soon as the forms would admit; and then 
printed and left some time for consideration. 
*—Leave being given, ‘the bill was accord- 
ingly brought i in, and read a first time, and 
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ordered to'be read a second time to-morrow. 
It is 'then’to ‘be committed, im order to fill 
up the blanks pro forma, when it is to be 
printed; ‘and after a sufficient interval for 
consideration, to be recommi itted for discus- 
sion. 


(CunaTes RELIEF BILL,]—The Chancel- 
lor* of the Exchequer (who was ‘tiot in the 
house when Sir William Scott made the 
above motion) said, he understood that a 
motion had just been made, and leave given, 
to bring in a bill similar to that of last ses- 
sion, to encourage the residence of stipen- 
diary curates. Tt would be in the recollec- 
tion of gentlemen, that in the progress of 
the former bill, 2 motion had been made, for 
the house to go into a committee, to consi- 
der of the-propriety of making compensation 
to such curates as should be deprived of their 
cures by the bill for enforcing the residence - 
of the clergy. The provision, which the 
committee thought it adviseable to make, 
had been incorporated with the bill, and the 
bill had been rejected’in the other house as 
informal. It was now designed, to bring 
forward a plan, for the relief of these de- 
serving men, in a separate bill. He shouid 
therefore move, ‘‘ that the house should to- 
morrow, resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole honse, to consider of the expe- 
diency of affording a temporary relief to such 
curates as have been or shall be displaced, in 
consequence of the act of last session, for 
enforcing the resid-nce of the clergy.” He 
was authorised to state, that the proposition 
hed the consent of his Majesty. 

[Fortigication or Liverroor.]—Mr, 
Dent moved for leave to bring up a petition 
rake the merchants of Liverpool, praying 
for leaye, to bring in a bill, to enable them 
fortify their harbour and town at their 
own expense. —The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer said, the petition.was recommended 
by kis Majes‘y, so far as the crown was con- 
cerned. The pet:tion. was accordingly 
brought up. and read. . It stated, that the 
commander in chief, and.other general of- 
ficers of that district, had represented the 
harbour and town of Liverpool to be,in a 
very inadequate state of defence. ‘Lhe mayor, 
bailiffs, and other officers of the corporation, 
having, on their part, offered to raise a. great 
portion of the necessary fortifications at their 
own expense, the merchants. wished to con- 
tribute to.carry, the plan, into full.effect, « 
that floating batteries may be stationed across 
the mouth of, the harbour, and by erecting 
batteries on such points of the coast as were 
thought to require fortification. For this 
purpose, yoliintary donations had been sub- 
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scribed, but the amount of them being in- 
sufficient, it was wished to raise the remain- 
der of the necessary sum by loan, as a secu- 
yity for which the merchants were willing 
to pledge their ships, and other property. 
It was to enable them to raise this loan, that 
the aid of Parliament was required. 

The Chancellor of the Excbcquer said, that 
though some of the gevtiemen near him had 
communicated to him the substance of the 
petition, he was not acquainted with the form 
of it, till he had heard it read. If he had 
been aware of the words, in which t was 
expressed, he would not have exercised in 
its favour, the discretion which his Majesty 
had vested in him, to give the approbation 
of the crown where he should think it called 
for. What were the avowed designs of the 
enemy, referred to in the petition ; and what 
the zeal and spirit of the merchants of Li- 
verpool to resist these designs, which he had 
no doubt were as great as those of any other 
class of his majesty’s subjects, were matters, 
into the discussion of which, he was not 
now dispased to enter. There were, how- 
ever, words in the petition, which, if the 
house should order a bill according to the 
petition, would render that bil! objectionable. 
The petition alluded to works to be raised 
for the defence of the harbour and town of 
Liverpool ; the house wouid not countenance 
the raising of any works without the express 
order of the King. He gave every credit to 
the zeal and public spirit, from which the 

etition originated. This remark, he was 
called upon to make, by his not being aware 
of the particulars of the petit‘on when he 
gave his Majesty's consent; a defect which 
the house itself would correct, and which it 
would allow him to supply. He recollected 
an instance of a similar petition in 1798. 
He had not then objected, for he could not 
make any objection ; bui his sentiments were 
such as he now stated, and he was glad to 
find they had the approbation of the chair. 
{The Speaker appeared by signs to coincide 
jn the sentiment of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer.) It would be for the | ouse to 
decide, whether it would sanction the pre- 
cedent then established. 
Mr. Creevey thought it never had been con- 
ceived by the inhabitants of Liverpool, that 
their town and harbour were particularly in 
want of fortifications. During the last war, 
and all former wars, they looked upon them- 
selves as perfectly secure; but now the com- 
mander in chief of their district (Prince 
William of Gloucester) found out that Li- 
verpool was a very vulnerable place, and very 
much in danger of attack. ' If, snreny 
his own judgment and that of many others, 
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such fortifications were necessary, let them 
be defrayed, as they ought to be, by the pub. 
lic; let them not be imposed as a partial 
and heavy burthen on Liverpool itself, but 
let them be erected, at the general expense 
It was, besides, an error to 
conceive that the expense would fall on the 
majority of the inhabitants, if the money 
were to be raised in the manner proposed by 
the petition: it would fall on a very small 
part of these inhabitants. 

Mr. Dent moved, that the petition be re. 
ferred to a committee, to consider the matter 
thereof, and to report the same as it should 
appear to them to the house. 

Tie Chancellor of the Exchequer begged 
to be understood, not to piedge himself to 
the mea.ure, by giving his Majesty's consent, 
so far as his Majesty was concerned.. He 


had given it thus qualified, in order not to 


debar the petition from coming before the 
house, 

Mr. Dent said, the measure proposed ia 
the petition, had certain!y the sanction of the 
majority of the most respectable me: chants 
of Liverpool. The town had aiready raised 
a considerable sum by subscription. Iwenty 
thousand pounds had been raised, but that 
was not sufficient ; it was to supply the de- 
ficiency, that the measure stated in the pe- 
tition was resorted to. If assistance was ne« 
cessary, he was sure, though he had n 
pledge, that it would be afforded. Jt woul 
have been highly indecent in the town, when 
informed by so high an at:thority as its com- 
mancder in chief, and the general officers un- 
der him, not to shew the greatest alacrity to 
come forward in the most liberal manner.— 
The petition was referred to a committee. 





aie 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, December 2d, 

[Mixutes.]—On the motion of the Duke 
of Norfo!k, the Zouch peerage was ordered 
to be taken into further consideration on the 
first Tuesday in Febroary.—On the motion 
of Lord Walsingham, the Rous peerage was 
ordered to be taken into consideration on the 
third Tuesday in the same month. 

[Parocuiat Crercy.}—The Duke of 
Norfolk gave notice, that it was his intention 
to submit to the consideration of the house 
a bill for preventing the arrest of parochial 
clergymen, while actually engaged in the 
duties of their respective cures: a bill, for 
their relief, had been introduced in that 
house last session, but had not been enter- 
tained, on the idea that it was ta be esteemed 
a money bill. Such a bill, however, was 
how pending in the other house, and he 
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should avail himself of the opportunity, when 
that bill came to be considered by their lord- 
ships, to introduce one to the effect he had 
mentioned | Adjourned till Monday. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, December 2. 


(Minutes. ]—Mr. Wharton, from the 
Bank of Eng!and, presented at the bar, * an 
account of the number and amount of bank 
notes in circulation on the Ist of June, the 
ist of August, the Ist of October, and the 
25th of November, 1803, distinguishing 
those under £5.” Ordered to lie on the 
table, and to be printed.—On the motion of 
Sir W. Scott, the stipendiary curates bill 
was read asecond time ; committed pro for- 
ma, the blanks filled up, the report received, 
and the bill as amended, ordered to be taken 
into further consideration on Wednesday next. 
—Mr. Hobhouse brought up the report of the 
seamen’s desertion bill, which was agreed to, 
and the bill ordered to be read a third time 
on Monday next.—On the motion of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the bank re- 
striction bill was read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed to-morrow.—The 
house then resolved itself into a committee 
of ways and mears; tn which, the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchrquer moved the following 
resolutions; that the duty on malt, mum, 
cyder, and perry, imposed by the 43d of his 
present Majesty, which was to exp're on the 
24th of June, 1804, be further continued till 
the 24th of June, 1805; that the 4s. in the 
pound to be raised on all pensions, offices, 
&c. till the 25th of March, 1804, do con- 
tinue to be zaised on the same till the 25th 
of March, 1805; that the duties on sugar, 
tobacco, snuff, &c. imposed by the different 
acts of Parliament, do continue to be further 
raised upon the same till the 25th of March, 
1805. ‘These resolutions were severally put 
and agreed to.—The Secretary at War pre- 
sented an estimate of the expence of guards 
and garrisons, which was ordered to lie on 
the table. He then gave notice, that, on 
Friday next, he should submit the army esti- 
mates to the consideration of the house.— 
Sir Philip Stephens moved the order of the 
day, for the house to resolve itself into a 
committee of the whole house, to consider 
further of a supply to be granted to his Ma- 
Jesty; which being read, he moved, That 
the several accounts presented, of the ordina- 
ries and extraordinaries of the navy, be re- 
ferred to the said committee. Ordered.— 
The hones haying formed itself into a com- 
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mittee of the whole house, Sir Philip moved; 
that a sum, not exceeding 2,670,0001. Qs. gd. 
be granted to his Majesty for the ordinaries of 
the navy, including the half-pay of 

and marine officers, for 1804. Granted; that 
94$,5201. be granted for building, re-build- 
ing, and repairing ships of war in his Ma- 
jesty's dock-yards, over and above the ordi- 
nary wear and tear, for the year 1804, 
Granted.—The chairman was ordered to re- 
port progress, and to ask leave to sit again. — 
Report ordered to be received to-morrow 
morning.—Sir Philip Stephens gave notice, 
that he should, on Monday, move to refer the 
estimates of the probable expense of trans- 
ports, prisoners of war, &C. 10 a committee 
of the whole house.—Mr. Vansittart moved 
the orders of the day, on the report of the 
committee on expiring laws, which being 
read, he moved the continuance of ail the 
last regulations respecting corn, permitting 
the importation, and prohibiting the expor- 
tation of it; renewing also the regulations 
respecting the drawback on the exportation 
of sugars, &c. and renewing also the regula- 
tions respecting various articles that have 
been permitted to be imported without pay- 
ment of duty ; renewing likewise all the last 
regulations respecting the trade, &c. of Malta 
till after peace, &c. which were all agreed 
to.—Mr. Vansittart moved for leave to bring 
in a bill to indemnify such persons in Greate 
Britain as have omitted to qualify themselves 
for offices and employments, and justices of 
the peace who have omitted to deliver in 


; their qualifications, officers of boroughs, 


&c. as required by law, &c. Granted. ——~ 
Mr. Vansittart then moved, That there 
be laid before the house, an estimate of the 
charges of barracks in Great-Britain and 
Ireland, from the 25th of December, 1803, 
to the 25th of December, 1804. Ordered. 
—He concluded by moving an address to his 
Majesty, praying that he would be graciously 
pleased to give directions for that purpose. 
Agreed to.—Mr. Corry gave notice that he 
would to-morrow, move for leave to bring 
in a bill for continuing the acts relative to 
the importation of provisions to Ireland, and 
also for continuing the sugar act.—The right 
hon. gent. then observed, that as the act 
which passed last session, respecting the is- 
sue of what is called in Ireland silver-notes,, 
would expire on the ist of January, 1804, 
and as he thought it necessary to wait for 
information, from gentlemen of that country, 
respecting the state of that species of circu- 
lating credit, he should, on Monday, move 
for leave to bring in a bill to suspend, for a 
limited time, that prehibitery act, in order 
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togive Parliament an opportunity to receive 
the desired inXormation, 


(Curatres RELIEF BiItLL.J—The Chan. 
cellor of the Exchegwer moved the order of 
the day, that the house do now resolve itself 
into a committee, to consider of the most ef- 
fectual and expedient mode of affording a 
temporary relief to curates, who might be 
deprived of their cures, by the operation of 
the clergy résidence act, passed Jast session. 

Sir Robert Buxton expressed his opivion, 
that this was a business which deserved the 
most serious attention of the house. No- 
body, safd the honourable baronet, can feel 
more thart I do, the inconveniencies to #4ich 
that valuable body of men, the stipendiary 
eurates, may for a time be subjected, if no 
relief can be granted them by the legislature. 
Bat whilst I look on this side of the ques- 
tion, and admit the expediency of affording 
relief to these men, whvu must otherwise la- 
bour under considerable difficuities, | ought 
not to neglect to glance a little at the other 
side, and observe the circumstances that 
form more than a counter-balaneé to the 
necessities of the curates, aiid thaf is the 
mecessities of the country. !n the present 
situation of the country, so burthened with 
taxes, to support the arduous contest, in 
which we dre engaged, nothing can excuse a 
compliance with an application of this sort, 
But the most absolute necessity. In the pre- 
sent instance, 1 am by no means satisfied, 
that such a necessity does exist. The clergy, 
who before kept curates, but who are now 
compslied to reside on their livings, may 
very well spare a maintenance for those who 
were in the habit of performing the duty of 
their functions, until another provision shall 
occur. The clergy are certain'y able to af- 
ford this expense, as it is notorious, that the 
value of their livings have of late received 
a very ample increase. These few observa- 
tions, I have thought it my duty to throw 
out at present; at the same time pledging 
myself, that whenever any subject of expen- 
diture, that is not indispensably necessary, 
does come before the house in the present 
cifcumstances of the country, I shall uni- 
formly and strenuously object to it. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed, that 
nothing could be more commendable than 
the cautious jealousy expressed by the hon. 
baronet, respecting the application of the 
public money. He was anxious, however, 
that the house should rightly understand the 
object of the present motion. It was merely 
meant to do away an informality which has 
crept into a similar bill, brought forward last 
‘session, even after the commencement of 
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hostitities, and which passed through all its 
stages in that house, without having met 
with one dissentient voice. When the bil} 
for enforcing the residence of the clergy, 
was under consideration last session, it wag 
génerally acknowledged, that its operatiog 
must press hard upon.a certain descriptiog 
of curaiei, Who might be rediaced, both 
themselves and their families, to great dig. 
tress, by the passing of that bill. It was not 
then, neitlier is it now, intended, to make 
full and general conipensation to all of that 
description, who may be deprived of their 
cures; but merely to rescue from the most 
ruinous indigence, many meritorious curates; 
who may be more particularly injured by 
the non-residence bill. .He was, as sensible 
as any gentleman could be, of the propriety 
of observing a system of rigid economy ; but 
he was as equally satistied, that the house 
would not wish that any system of that nas 
ture should stand in the way of the genera 
sity, he had almost said the justice, whicli 
certain individuals, under certain circum: 
stances, might have to expect at their haids, 
The house would, no doubt, the more incline 
to that opinion, when they understcod that 
the sum to be proposed, for answering thig 
object, was not to exceed 8,000}. and that 
that sam, small as it was, would be under 
the restrictions imposed by a bill which had 
already received the unanimous approbation 
of the house. He had onl} to repeat, that 
the object of the bill went merely to procure 
a temporary relief for indigent curates, and 
that the amount of that relief was not to ex- 
ceed 8,000].—the house having agreed to 
the motion, the right hon gent. moved, 
“‘ that a sum not exceeding 8,0001. be grant. 
ed for the relief of such curates as should 
be deprived of tlicir cures in comsequence of 
the bill compelling the residence of the in- 
cumbents.” This motion was agreed to, and 
the resolution immediately reported. 


{[Excueaver pitis.] —The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, in a committee of ways and 
means, drew the attention of the committee 
to the notice which he had given yesterday, 
of his intention to move this day, for leave to 
issue exchequer bills to the amount of five 
million. He stated, that he had a satisfac- 
tion in mentioning, what he had no doubt 
the committee would feel a pleasure in hear 
ing, that this motion, if agreed to, was the 
only application that would be made, for any 
supply, until a very advanced period of the 
session, He had also to observe with plea 
sure, that all the outstanding bills of 180% 
were now paid off; and that those only were 
in ecjreulation, that were issued on the ere 
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of the services of 1803, 4,500,0001. of , with the lowest of her slaves. It will be 
which remained to be paid off. If the | needless for me to state more particularly 
committee acceded to the present motion, | than I have done, the object of these bills. 
there would also be an opportunity for the | It will be recollected that they passed to- 
issue of new exchequer bills, for which | wards theconclusion of last session, in conse- 
there was now a considerable demand. So | quence of a message from his Majesty, stat- 
much would consequently be. taken from | ing the insurrection that had broken out in 
the supply of the year; but the whole of | the city of Dublin, and the atrocious circum. 
what he now moved for would be ne- | stances with which it was attended. The 
cessary for the public service, till the ad- | house very properly passed those acts with. 
yanced period ef the session, when the | outany hesitation; when passed, they gave 
whole of the supply was voted. If parti- | confidence to the loyal inhabitants of Ire- 
cular information was called for on any of | land, and enabled them to suppress the re- 
these points, he should be ready to give | belion with celerity. The particular cir- 
every explanation in his power. He con- | cumstances which gave rise to and acecom- 
cluded by moving, ‘ that the sum of five | panied that most unhappy transaction, has 
millions be raised by loan on exchequer | now been developed by the trials of seve- 
bills, for the service of the year 1804.” | ral of the leaders and their adherents, be- 
This metion being agreed to, the house re- | fore the ordinary courts of judicature, and 
ouse # sumed, and the report was ordered to be | according to the ordinary forms of law. 
na- § received to-morrow. The proceedings on these occasions have 
been published, and to them I refer the 
house for information whereon to found 
their judgment, as to the nature and extent 
of the conspiracy, as well as to the expe- 
diency of the present motion. Exclusive 
of the information contained in these trials, 
his Majesty’s government are in possession 
of other facts, which the house must feel 
it would be highly improper to attempt to 
detail at the present moment. I may, how- 
ever, be permitted to state, that notwitk- 
standing the declaration of one of them 
(Emmett), I have every reason to believe, 
that the leaders of that insurrection were 
connected with persons residing in France, 
and those persons, traitors, immediately 
connected with the French government, if 
the conspirators were not immediately con- 
nected with it themselves. It is also clear, 
that some of the traitors who were in 
France, came over to Ireland for the pur- 
pose of exciting rebellion, and that they 
calculated upon the renewal of hostilities 
between this country and France, and 
chose that moment for exciting rebellion, 
as the most favourable crisis for putting in 
execution their nefarious designs. It is, 
indeed, clear, from all that has come to 
the knowledge of government, that the 
great object of the French government 
was to foster and increase treason and #e- 
bellion in Ireland, with a hope of distract- 
ing and dividing the British empire, and 
finally leading to the subversion of the 
country : but the perfidy of the enemy was 
defeated, and his hope was vain. With 
respect to the events of the 23d of July, 


happy spot, and longs to extend her fiend- the details are before the public, and it is 
ike fangs "to dtudvns also, and level us | 20t necessary to enlarge upon them, The 


Vou, IV. *Pp 


‘ti # [Suspension or Haseas Corvus Act 
bicli # iw Inetanp.]—Mr. Secretary Yorke. I rise, 
nis f Sir, in consequence of a notice which I 
“cS: @ gave a few days ago, for leave to bring in 
line & two bills to continue two acts; the one for 
that B suspending the Habeas Corpus Act, and 
this # the other for the re-enactment of Martial 
that # Jaw in Ireland. The house may be as- 
idet B sured, that it is with the sincerest regret 
had § for the circumstances which render this 
tot B measure necessary, that [ now come for- 
‘hat B ward to perform this painful duty. Iam 
ure B sorry to be obliged to propose any measure 
and § that ‘may trench upon the liberties of the 
€X- § subject, or any. of those blessings which 
1 to & this country justly values at so high a rate. 
ved, # But, Sir, it is the misfortune of the times 
int: B in which we are destined to live, that we 
uld Bare not permitted to enjoy our lives, our 
© of liberties, or our possessions, without being 
Ws B daily called upon to sacrifice some part of 
and B our privileges in order to preserve the re- 
mainder, to sacrifice the best blood of the 

‘lier @ country in support of the contestin which we 
and § are engaged, and to abridge our liberties in 
ttee § order to preserve the existence of liberty 
lay, § self. But this is no more than our ances- 
eto ® tors often thought proper to do. There 
five § exists, however, this lamentable difference, 
fac- @ that the periods during which it was neces- 
ubt § sary to resort to measures of this sort, were 
sate H extremely short with them; but we can 
ihe @ never rest in complete security, nor think 
any § ¢ither our privileges or our lives in safety, 
while France, after spreading devastation 

and death over her tributaries on the con- 
tinent, looks with malignant envy on this 
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horrid tale is known ; and, perhaps, in all 
the history of violence, madness, and folly 
which the world ever presented ;* there 
never existed treason more foul, an in- 
surrection more unprovoked, leaders more 
contemptible, assassination more atrocious, 


or crimes more horrible. —W hat followed is’ 


extremely well known: most of the leaders 
have been brought to justice before the 
ordinary tribunals, which these miscreants 
wished to put an end to, and exterminate; 
as evidently appears by their horrible as- 
sassination of one of the brightest ornaments 
of those tribunals. I hope my right hon. friend 
(the Chancellor of the Exchequer) will short- 
ly have it in command from his Majesty, to 
lay the situation of the family of the much re- 
spected, and much lamented nobleman to 
whom I have aliuded (Kilwarden), before 
the house.—Sir, it becomes my duty to pro- 
pose the continuance of the acts in ques- 
tion, and [ hope that, as far as concerns 
the manner in which these acts have been 
made use of, there will be no objection. 
_ All the criminals have, notwithstanding 
the powers vested in the Irish government, 
been tried in the ordinary form, except in 
one solitary instance, where a person who 
endeavoured to seduce a soldier from his 
allegiance, was justly and properly tried 
bysmartial law. Of the necessity for these 
measures no man can entertain a doubt, 
who has taken any trouble to make himself 
acquainted with -the state of Ireland, or 
who is at all aware of the views of the 
French government, with whom it has 
been a long favoured plan to attack the 
empire on the side of Ireland. The ene- 
my is aware that it is only by dividing and 
diverting the strength of this country, that 
she can insuré success; for united, the 
British empire single handed, is more than 
amatch for all France. Provided parlia- 
ment and government be on their guard, 
there is little reason to fear either foreign 
or domestic enemies. As to the latter, 
indeed, I am persuaded there are few, 
very few now to be found jn this country. 
I regret that there are more in Ireland, al- 
though their numbers are greatly dimi- 
nished, But let their numbers be great or 
small, they must be met with firmness and 
resolution. They must be made sensible 
that this house will never compromise with 
traitors, nor suffer them to clothe them- 
selves with the whole armour of the law, 
whilst they are secretly attacking the 
government, and the senate, and all loyal 


subjects, with the :eoncealed: weapons of. 


$6 assination.-I thepgfoie move, Sir, * that 
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leave be given to bring in a bill to continue; 
for atime to be limited, the. suspension of 
the Habeas Corpus act in Ireland.” 


The Hon. C. Hely Hutchinson. ~With | 


most of the sentiments expressed by the 
right hon. gent. who has just sat down, | 
rise to declare my perfect concurrence; and 
Iam happy to feel justified in assuring the 
house, that the conduct of the goverament 
of Ireland since the insurrection, meets 
with my entire approbation. 
ness and humanity; their activity and at. 
tention, entitles them to the utmost praise, 
They have in a great measure pursued that 
line of policy, which the wise and just 
would always recommend to be observed to- 
wards Ireland, Their temper and lenity 
have tended to cultivate the good opinion 
of the people; which was precisely the 
course, which, at the close of the last session 
of parliament, I had entreated should be 
adopted; an exhortation by the bye, which 
seemed to have been much misconceived; 
and for offering which, I became the sub- 
ject of sevece and unmerited censures, from 
particular quarters: several paragraphs (I 
should be ashamed to suppose from autho- 
rit; ) were inserted in some of the Dublin 
papers, and also in those of this city, tend. 
ing to decry the individual who had at. 
tempted to call the attention of parliament 
to the affairs of Ireland. I was quite un- 
conscious, on that occasion, of having 
given any provocation to the friends of the 
noble earl, at the head of the government 
of that country. Such was not my object; 
as it was, and is, matter of indifference to 
me, by whom the offices of state are filled, 
provided government be well administered: 
in the mode of that administration I am, 50 
far as relates to Ireland, particularly inte. 
rested. Connected to her by all the sacred 
ties whieh can bind an_ individual to his 
country, strengthened by a respect for the 
talents, a regard for the virtues, and 4 
warm sympathy in the wishes of its inha 
bitants: eager as I feel for their welfare, 
rejoicing in their prosperity, and participat- 
ing in their afflictions, I cannot but sit 
cerely lament the necessity which ministers 
feel themselves under, for again resorting 
to parliament, for the measures now pro 
posed. eit 
cumstances of that uahappy country, it 
advisable thus to strengthen the hands of the 
executive, I cannot entertain a doubt: and 
I feel the less reluctance in again entrusting 
the Irish government with these extraordinary 
powers, when [ reflect upon, the modera 
tion and lenity with which they. have hit 


Their firm. | 


But, that ‘under the present cite ® 
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therto been exerted: and having on a for- 
mer occasion expressed my regret, that the 
conciliating conduct, and uniform attentions 
of Lord Hardwicke and his family to the 
people of Ireland, had not been met by that 
co-operaiion of legislative exertion, which 
] for one had anxiously recommended, I 
cannot but lament, that this my avowed 
opinion, should have been either totally 
suppressed, or perverted.—I trust, I shall 
not, in the few observations I am about to 
make, subject myself to the imputation of 
wishing improperly to obtrude the discussion 
ofthestate of Ireland. Of misrepresentation 
alone do I feel the least apprehension : on 
avery late occasion, I had an opportunity 
of adverting to the situation of that -ountry, 


I mean when the motion was under consi-— 


deration for an address to his Majesty, but 
I abstained from any comment upon the 
speech from the throne, not wishing to dis- 
turb the unanimity, or damp the zeal which 
prevailed in the house ; and because I felt, 
that at such a period, when attacked by the 
most inveterate enemy, and the most ambi- 
tious government, this. country ever had to 
encounter, no man of loyalty, or of under- 
standing, should hesitate to declare his re- 
solution, unburthened by conditions and un- 
alloyed by expressions of discontent, to 
support his Majesty in the prosecution of a 
war, in which, in my humble judgment, 
his empire is necessarily engaged. I was 
sincerely glad to hear from my Sovereign on 
the day to which I have alluded, that rebel= 
lion had been put down in Ireland, and 
that the public tranquillity had suffered «no 
farther interruption; and I sincerely joined 
in the hope, that ‘* such of his deluded 
subjects as had swerved from their allegi- 
ance, had been convinced of their error, 
and that upon a comparison of the advan- 
tages they derive under a free constitution, 
with the situation of those countries that 
have fallen under the yoke of the govern- 
ment of France, they will not hesitate to 
co-operate with his Majesty, in zealously 
Tesisting every attack which may be made 
upon the security and independence of the 
united kingdom.” Of this “ fair return to 
loyalty,” I could entertain little doubt, were 
they fully acquainted with the miseries ac- 
cumulated, on the unfortunate nations who 
have been forced to wear the galling chains of 
the republican despot. But I may be suf- 
fered, I trust, to hope, that by that passage 
inhis Majesty's speech, ministers do not 
mean to hold out an opinion, that because 
the situation of Ireland may be preferable to 
that of those countries, pilldged and enslaved 
by France, that, therefore, it does not require 
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any improvement. What, I would ask, can’ 
the minister mean by this comparison ?—I¢ 
it that because Ireland is less oppressed, less 
persecuted, that, therefore, its inhabitants 
should be compleatly reconciled to the con- 
duct of the British government, and tho- 
roughly satisfied with their condition ? Is it 
possible that it can be seriously designed, 
from a consideration of the-difference in de- 
grees of human misery, to decline entering 
into the investigation of the affairs of Ire- 
land ? If such be the purport of this insinu- 
ation, it cannot be too strongly condemned, 
Such a mode of reasoning could only be 
justified on the preposterous supposition, that 
nations should be happy and contented, as 
long as they see others more wretched than 
themselves ; and it is something new inthe 
history of this country, to derive an argu- 
ment against any ¢ ect for ameliorating 
the condition of its peoplé, from a compa- 
rison with the state of other countries, and 
particularly with such as are subjected to ar- 
bitrary government. Would the Irish in 1782 
when demanding in the bold tone of free- 
dom, and the irresistible language of rea~ 
son, the establishment-of their rights, have 
tamely listened to any objection to their 
claims drawn fiom a reference to the com- 
parative depression and poverty of their 
situation but a few years before ?— Would 
the haughty barons of England, who in 
the 13th century so nobly contended for 
that charter which forms the basis of Bri- 
tish liberty, have consented to have with- 
drawn their pretensions, and abandoned 
their claims, had they been reminded, that 
their situation was still preferable to that of 
the barons of France, and of the other 
neighbouring states? No; they would 
have indignantly spurned at those, who 
should have presumed to influence them 
by such a consideration, and have redoubléd 
their energies for the attainment of their 
objects. But, to refer to a more modern, 
and a still more glorious epoch of your 
history, would those illustrious charac- 
ters of 1688, who accomplished the ever 
memorable revolution of that day, which 
at length clearly ascertained therights, and 
irrevocably established the independence and 
happiness of this realm, would, I ask, an 
artifice so shallow, a comparison so insult- 
ing, have induced them to have been false 
to their country, to themselves, and to you ? 
If the comparison to which I have alluded, 
be urged for the purpose of communicating 
to the people of Ireland, that they have no 
change in their condition to expect, I can- 
not refrain from declaring that I fear it will 
be productive of the worst consequences, 
*Pp2 
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and should be inclined to attribute it to the 
extresve of folly or of wickedness.—I do 
tell toe right hon. gent. on the treasury 
bench, that he cannot confidently reckon on 
the warm and effectual support of the em- 
pire in this great struggle, unless he be just to 
the peopie.—{t was with no small degree of 
regret, | understood him to have declared, 
that “ he was not aware of the probability 
$* under ihe present circumstances of any 
** discussion upon the situation of Ireland 
* being attended with any other than the 
** most dangerous consequences.” If it be 
meant by this observation, that the consider- 
ation of these subjects should be postponed 
till after the conclusion of the war, I assert, 
that such an idea is an insult to the magna- 
nimity and geod sense of parliament.— 
What ! shall it be said that at a time, when 
all the strength which the empire is capable 
of affording may be necessary, that one im- 
pen part, known to be diseased, shail 

e left without care or remedy, and suffer- 
ed to go on decaying until, become rotten, 
it be irrecoyerably lost ? Good God! ata 
¢risis the most awful, in a contest the most 
tremendous in which this country ever was 
engaged, likely to be terminated only by the 
downfall of one of the contending powers, 
a contest for which we require al! the 
strength and power which unanimity only 
can afford, at such a moment, to hesitate 
in. adopting a system of conciliation is 
monstrous!!! Will it be objected that a 
time of war is unseasonable for the discus- 
sion of this important subject : upon what 
ground?—That there are grievances, and 
‘heavy ones too, under which the greater 
part of theJrish people labour, is not, can- 
not be disputed: this being admitted, it is 
Wnjust to procrastinate the redress of them 
till the issue of the present contest ; for 
aught we know, to an indefinite period, 
and that too, without any pledge or hope 
that even after the termination of the war, 
the government would be disposed to make 
concessions or afford relief.— As to the po- 
licy of neglecting the state of Ireland during 
the war, I shall say that it becomes highly 
€riminal, when the right hon. secretary has 
this moment declared that the British Em- 
et provided it were united, might single- 


anded, defy the threats with which we are | 


now insulted, an: that so convinced of this 
was the enemy. that he was labouring in- 
cessantly to divide us, and to create a party 
in the empire. Could any stronger argu- 
ment than this be advanced by me, or those 
who think with me on the necessity of re- 
dressing the grievances of the Irish people 
as soon as possible? J am of the same 
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opinion with the right hon. gent., that Buo. 
naparté and his agents are sowing discord, 
and fomenting the passions of that people 
in order to distract, divide, and weaken ow 
forces, as well as to embarrass his Majesty's 
councils.—Taking this for granted, what 
shadow of objection can be made against 
the introduction and discussion of a measure, 
the object and result of which isto detach 
from the enemy, those on whose assistance 
he may rely. No motive, no reasonable 
cause of discontent ought to be left, on which 
he may attempt to act.—Here again I must 
declare, that no system of government how. 
ever defective, no complaint however found. 
ed, can justify the subject at. this hour of 
general danger, when his country, his reli. 
gion, his laws, and hberties are attacked, in 
refusing his cordial support to repel the 
common enemy. —— But, with respect 
to this cant about the time and circum. 
stances proper for a full enquiry into the 
state of Ireland, I should be glad to know 
when such circumstances are likely to arise 
in thé estimation of ministers, for, from 
their conduct heretofore, it seems impossible 
to calculate; they have been ministers 
during peace, and during war, during re 
bellion and after rebellion has been put 
down. They bave in fact, been nearly three 
years in power, and have gone through 
every variety of change and circumstance, 
and yet, to them, the time for considering 
the means of improving the condition of 
Ireland, has never yet arrived; for by them, 
every season has been deemed improper for 
the redress of its grievances, and of course 
under their auspices, the beneficial conse- 
ces promised by the advocates of the union, 
cannot be looked for. On the part of the 
Irish I complain, that the minister of that 
day urged as a motive for hurrying on that 
measure, that the subject of the grievances 
of Ireland would be brought where it could 
be discussed with temper, liberality, and wis: 


dom; but, no sooner was it brought to this 


side of the water, than it was discovered that 
it ought not to be brought forward, and fot 
the very same reason, namely, that it would 


agitate the country and produce the most} 


mischievous consequences —I beg the house 
ta understand that the condition of that peo 
ple cannot be ameliorated by one, two, ot 
three measures, but by a great and compre 
hensive system, the result of a fair, and full 
view of the whole question ; adapted to the 
wants, and calculated to have a permanent 
operation on the interests of the country. 
Jn giving my support to the bills before the 
house, I canfess my disposition ta do s0, i 


considerably damped, by observing that mir 
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nisters manifest no inclination to take such 
steps as can alone prevent the recurrence of 
that calamity, against which, these bills are 
intended to guard, namely by sifting the 
state of Ireland to the bottom, by deliber- 
ating upon it, week after week, and session 
after session. —I cannot help indulging an 
ardent hope, from what passed on the first 
day of this session, that this delicate and 
important question, will soon be taken 
up by that great character (Mr. Fox) the 
enlightened champion of the happiness and 
independence of mankind, the benevolence 
of whose heart is as extensive as the views 
and energies of bis mind.—I feel deeply 
impressed by the liberalindulgence | have 
experienced from the house, on whose pa- 
tience | have too much trespassed, but when 
the affairs of Ireland are agitated, I cannot 
induce myself to remain silent. 

General Lofius.—Irise, Sir, to give my 
most perfect support to the measures intend- 
ed to be brought forward by the right hon. 
Secretary. They are certainly strong mea- 
sures, but they are the only ones that will 
give security to the loyal inhabitants of Ire- 
Jand. I havelistened with great satisfaction 


to the early part of the speech of the hon. 
gent. who has just sat down (Col. Hutchin- 
son), because I know there is one part of 


Ireland in which the opinion of that hon, 
gent. will have considerable weight. As to 
the question to which the hon. gent. after- 
wards alluded, I think that a time of war is 
not the proper period for the discussion of 
it, or of any question tending to interfere 
with the constitution. I felt it my duty to 
say thus much, and I shall sit down 
with giving my cordial support to the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Hawthorn.—I shall support the mo- 
tion, Sir, because, from the observations 
which I had an opportunity of making du- 
ting the summer, I am convinced that the 
Measures proposed are necessary for the 
securiiy of the country. It is of consider- 
able consequence to give strength to his 
Majesty’s government in Ireland, to enable 
them to meet and put down the efforts of 
treason and rebellion with vigour and effect. 
His Majesty, in his gracious speech from 
the throne, has acquainted the house that 
the pringipal actors in the late atrocious in- 
surrection have been brought to justice, and 
that the deluded multitude are returning to 
asense of their duty ; it is, therefore, es- 
sential to give such powers to his govern- 
ment in that country as will enable them to 
maintain the tranquillity so happily restored. 
Besides, the manner in which the Irish go- 
‘yernment have used the extraordinary pow~ 
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ers given in the last session, is the best 
security that the same powers will not be 
abused in the present instance No genile- 
man. I am sure, will object to the motion 
of the right hon. Secretary, if he calls to 
mind the manner in which the rebellion was 
conducted up to its breaking out, the cir- 
cumstances of atrocity with which it was 
then carried on, the. manner in which it 
was put down, and the effect that the first 
burst of it had om the public mind. The 
conduct of the lrish government has beea 
characterised by humanity and mildoess. Its 
great object has been to pass over the cir- 
cumstances of former insui rections, and to 
extend the benefit of the ordinary course of 
justice to the guilty, and that, too, at a time 
when traitors had returned from France, for 
the purpose of exciting rebellion in the 
country. I am, -therefore, of the opinion, 
that the proposed measures aré necessary 
for maintaining tranquillity. As to the 
other topic which has been adverted to on 
the first day of the session, as well as on 
the present occasion, | have ever entertain- 
ed but one, and only one opinion, and that 
is, that something should be done; but Ide 
not consider this the proper time for enter 
ing upon the question. 

Lord Temple said, that he was not une 
willing to give his consent to the motion, 
trusting in the assertion of the right hon, 
gent. (Mr. Yorke), that the necessity ac- 
tually existed for the renewal of an act 
which in its preamble stated “ the spirit of 
rebellion and insurrection to be now actually 
raging in Ireland.” His hon. friend, (Gen. 
Loftus) had said, that a time of war and of 
danger was not the moment for entering 
into any question affecting the constitution 
of Ireland. He begged leave to recall to the 
memory of his hon. friend, and of his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers, (he was sure it was une 
necessary to recall it to the memory of his 
noble friend, Lord Castiercagh, opposite to 
him) that during a pericd of war and a 
moment of danger very nearly equal to that 
which now threatens the country, the House 
of Commons had passed a measure of no less 
importance than the Act of Union. 

Lord Archibald Hamilton could not help 
feeling some surprise, that any doubt could 
exist as to the propriety of the time for 
improving the condition of so important a 
member of the empire. He meant, how- 
ever, to make only a few observations on 
the subject of the motion. To ascertain 
the situation of that part of the empire it 
was scarcely necessary to advert to the 
situation of its capital, in which every in- 
habitant was obliged to place a list of all 





3595] 


the inmates of his house on his door. In 
such circumstances there could scarcely a 
doubt exist of the propriety of making some 
efforts to establish the tranquillity of the 
country upon some solid and permaiment 
grounds. It had been said that this was 
mot the proper time ; but the noble lord 
would ask, what would be a better time? 
Were we now going on well, or was the 
country well? This wasa crisis when the 
exertions of every individual in the empire 
were necesszry, for the defence and security 
of the empire. He contended it was the 
most proper time to resort to measures that 
would have the effect of removing every 
source of complaint, and of uniting every 
arm in the common cause. His lordship 
wished to be informed, whether his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers had any specific plan in 
contemplation for that purpose. There 
seemed to be but one sentiment in the house 
with respect to the necessity of uniting heart 
and hand in the present arduous crisis. He, 
therefore, again called upon his Majesty's 
Ministers to declare, whether they meant 
to bring forward any measure but those 
which had hitherto been pursued in that 
eountry. From every thing that had come 
to his knowledge on that subject, through 
persons from local information acquainted 
with it, he thought a different system indis- 
pensable, and he thought it the-duty ef his 
Majesty's ministers to adopt it. If, however, 
they should think proper to abandon the ini- 
terests of that part of the united kingdom, 
he was of opinion that, in such a case it 
would be perfectly competent to any indi- 
vidual ia the house to bring the question 
before Parliament. 

Mr. Burrows desired to be informed whe- 
ther the notice of the right hon. Secretary, 
comprehended both the bills intended to be 
continued ? 

The Speaker informed the hon. member, 
that the motion before the house related 
only to that for allowing the suspension of 
the habeas corpus act, for atime to be 
limited, and that when that should be dis- 
posed of, the motion on the other would be 
put. 

Mr. Burrows then rose to state his reason, 
for putting the question. He was willing 
to give his ready and perfect concurrence to 
the first proposition, but on the other ques- 
tion he was disposed to think that some 
time ought to be allowed before it should 
be carried ihto effect. This opinion he en- 
tertained not from any concurrence with 
the observations that had been made this 
night, or on a former night, tending to 
shew that the present government of Ire- 
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land was not such as it ought to be, or 
that affairs were not well nor properly ad. 
ministered in that country ; for he was con. 
vinced that no system of government was 
ever better calculated to conciliate the af. 
fections of the people, than that now pur. 
sued in Ireland. But having said this, he 
trusted no attempt would be made to bring 
forward the other law, at least for some 
time, and particularly as it had not been 
found necessary in the numerous trials which 
had already taken place to resort to its pro- 
visions, or try any of the culprits by martial 
law. He hoped, therefore, that the law 
should not be renewed while Parliament 
should continue’ sitting, in order that the 
people might be impressed with the idea 
that Parliament, at the same time that it 
eatertained a fixed determination to ex- 
terminate rebellion, was willing to respect 
the civil rights of the people. The hon, 
gent. concluded by giving his support to the 
motion. 

Lord Castlereagh rose to offer a few ob- 
servations in reply to the last speaker. He 
was happy to find that the hon. gent. had 
not':ing to urge against the character of those 
who were to be invested witn the discre- 
tionary power granted by the bill for con- 
tinuing the ‘use of mariial law in Ireland, 
under such circumstances as might be 
judged expedient. The hon. gent. had, 
however, contended that su: a bill had 
never been passed, except where strong 
proofs of its necessity were produced — For 
his own part he would venture to assert, 
and he would defy any gentleman. to dis- 
prove his observation, that no measure had 
so materially contributed to prevent the 
misehief originating from the rebellion from 
extending itself, as the very measure which 
was now made the ground of objection. A 
great body of loyalty had existed in Ire!and, 
during the period that one of the most ex- 
tensive and most malignant rebellions raged 
in that country which it was ever the fate 
of a government to encounter. By the ex- 
ertions of this assemblage of loyal subjects, 
that rebellion had been suppressed, and the 
constitution had been saved from destruc- 
tion. He must, however, be permitted to 
say, that it was not till the measure in 
question had been adopted, that the loyal 
part of the community were able to feel 
and to employ their strength. It was not 
till government was armed with the ex- 
traordinary powers with which the measure 


-vested them, that rebellion was attacked in 


its strong holds and_ effectually subdued. 


These were the effects of the measure in” 


putting an end to the rebellion in 1798) 
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and the continuance of the measure at 
different periods since that rebellion, had 
operated consequences no less beneficial. 
The late mad attempt at rebellion, shewed 
how much improved the state of the country 
was, and he had no difficulty in ascribing 
to the operation of the measure which the 
hon. member had objected to, that vast aug- 
mentation of loyalty which had been ob- 
tained during the interval which had taken 
Jace betwixt the rebellion of 1798 and the 
late aitempt of a handful of deluded and 
desperate individuals. The experience of 
past consequences was the strongest induce- 
ment to renew the measure at the present 
moment. The use that had been made of 
the measure, was a wise reason for again 
resorting to it. Thongh the government 
was vested with extraordinary powers, there 
was no reason to be apprehensive that they 
would be wantonly employed. ‘The cir- 
cumstance of government being vested with 
these powers, was the means of enabling 
them to resort only to the civil tribunals of 
the country. The civil tribunals, notwith- 
standing the existence of these powers, had 
been appealed to, and the result had been 
equally honourable to the Jaws and tothe 
individuals to whom the extraordinary pow- 
ers were delegated. This ought, in his 
opinion, to operate as an additional induce- 
ment to grant extraordinary powers, when it 
was ‘ascertained that they were not in any 
instance abused, when discretion was em- 
ployed, not in suspending, but in encou- 
raging the operation ef ordinary tribunals of 
justice. The great principle which a wise 
legislature wished to act upon, was a prin- 
ciple of precaution. Its object was to pre- 
vent, and not punish crimes after they were 
perpetrated. It might be argued, that there 
was at present nothing in the situation of 
Ireland to justify a measure which went to 
the suspension of the ordinary privileges of 
the constitution. The recent attempt at re- 
bellion had not surely escaped the notice of 
gentlemen, and it could not in fairness be 
pretended that tranquillity could be so soon 
restored as to supersede the necessity of a 
measure, the beneficial effects of which 
had been so signally experienced. By the 
timely interference of the legislature, a great 
deal of detailed misery which had formerly 
afflicted the loyal part of the community, 
had been avoided. For every man who was 


acquainted with the situation of Ireland | 
knew, that’ such scenes of detailed misery 


could not have been prevented unless go- 
veroment had been armed with’the powers 
adequate to the nature of the circumstances 


in-which the -country was placed. -On the 
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principle that it was wise on the first ap- 
pearance of the late rebellion to arm go- 
vernment with these powers, he would con- 
tend that it was equally wise at the present 
moment. ‘It would not be denied, that 
among those deluded individuals who con- 
stituted the. remains of the rebellion, every 
effort would be made to interrupt the 
continuance of tranquillity, more particu- 
larly when they were encouraged by the 
expectation of deriving foreign aid from the 
enemy holding out threats of immediate in- 
vasion. It was therefore to these individu- 
als themselves, an act not of severity but of 
mercy, to continue the operation of .the 
measure in question. It was necessary by 
vesting government with these extraordinary 
powers, to convince them that perseverance 
in their treasonable designs was hopeless, 
before they could be induced to ietarn te 
the habits of peaceable allegiance. When 
they found that they could net take a single 
step without being watched ; when they 
saw that their pursuits could be blasted in a 
moment ; when they perceived that govern- 
ment possessed the means of instant and 
signal punishment, it might be reasonably 
suppused that they would be induced to 
abandon pursuits evidently leading to in- 
evitable ruin. It was barely an act of justice 
to make them take up such a view of their 
conduct and situation. ‘The idea of rebel- 
lion ought to be banished from their thoughts 
by shewing them that it was a project al- 
together impracticable. On every consider- 
ation of experience, of policy, of justice, 
and of mercy, le was decided!y for re- 
enacting the bill. He trusted that the hon. 
gent. would not be inclined to persist in his 
opposition, or contend that at least the re- 
enactment of the bill ought to be deferred. 
Nothing appeared to him so likely to encou- 
rage the loyal part of the community, which 
had such powerful claims to support. No- 
thing could so effectually discourage the de- 
signs or extinguish the hopes of the dis- 
afiected. It was necessary to let the dis- 
affected see that the government possessed 
the confidence of the legislature, and that 
they would receive whatever support the 
exigencies of affairs required. To refuse to 
invest government with powers which there 
was no danger of seeing in any instance 
employed with harshness, would elate the 
spirits of the deluded victims of rebellion, 
while it would paralyse the exertions and 
augment the.fears of those firm and patriotic 
friends of the constitution whom it was the 
duty of Parliament to support by every pos- 
sible extension of liberal provision. The 
noble lord concluded by giving his decided 
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support to the motion.—Leave was granted 
fo bring in the bill. It was accordingly 


brought in, read a first time, and ordered 
to be read a second time on Monday. 


{Martrat Law 1n Irnetannv.]—Mr. 
Secretary Yorke next moved, for leave to 
bring in a bill to continue, for a time to 
be limiied, the bill ef last session, for the 
Suppression of Rebellion in Ireland, by 
enabling government to establish martial 
Faw. On the motion being put from the 
ehair, 

Mr. Burrows rose to express his reasons 
for opposing the motion, He begged it to 
be understood that he did not found his 
ebjections to it from any want of confi- 
dence in those who were to exercise the 
powers to be granted by the bill. On the 
contrary, he had the most entire confidence 
that these powers would in no instance be 
abused, either by the government of Tre- 
Jand or the government of this country. 
His objection was founded on constitu- 
tional grounds, He was convinced that it 
must be a principle with every man who 
loved the constitution, never to give his 
assent to a bill conferring such extraordi- 
nary powers, without ine most urgent and 
imperious necessity. Acting on this prin- 


ciple, he could not, on the ground of con- 


fidence in government, consent to violate 
the constitution, unless the necessity of 
such violation was clearly established 
When this bill was formerly passed, a re- 
bellion actually raged in Ireland, and am- 
le documents to prove its necessity were 
Bia on the table of the house. At present 
no sort of evidence to prove its necessity 
was brought forward. Had any parlia- 
mentary evidence been adduced? Were 
any facts.stated to shew that the re-enact- 
ment of the bill was essential to the main- 
tenance of tranquillity in Ireland? Had 
the house obtained even the bare responsi- 
bility of a minister on the subject? Not 
one of these grounds of the necessity of 
the measure had been brought before the 
house. Independant of all information, 
Members were called on to give their as- 
sent to a measure which confessedly vio- 
lated the free principles of the British con- 
stitution. When any description of sub- 
jects were to be deprived of a constitu- 
tional privilege, it was necessary to pro- 
ceed with coolness and deliberation. Even 
while rebellion raged in Ireland he had not 
heard of resorting to martial law, and sus- 
pending all appeal to the civil tribunals, 
without a considerable portion of anxiety 
and alarm. But what he desired the house 
to consider, were the specific grounds on 
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which the introduction of martial law was 
defended. It was on this principle, that 
jurors were over-awed in the discharge of 
their duty, and that witnesses could not 
come forward to give their testimony with. 
out great personal danger. It was because 
the ordinary tribunals of justice were ne 
cessarily shut up, from the causes which he 
had row stated, that it became necessar 
to have recourse to military decisions. [f 
the same circumstances now existed, he 
should, however reluctant to violate the 
constitution, give his assent to the motion, 
No such circumstances did, however, exist 
at this period, Jurors could discharge their 
duty with the utmost safety. Witnesses 
could come forward to give their testimony 
without any apprehension of danger. Per. 
sons guilty of rebellion had been arraigned 
before the ordinary tribunals of justice, had 
been convicted on the clearest evidence, 
and had suffered the sentence of the law, 
If the grounds on whieh martial law was 
formerly resorted to did not exist, it was 
not surely asking too much to require some 
new grounds for re-enacting a bill vesting 
the executive government with extraordi- 
nary and unconstitutional powers. It cer- 
tainly was not too much to ask, that ifnew 
grounds did exist they should be stated, 


‘ To assent to a,bill of this kind without any 


grounds was what he never could, under 
any circumstances, do, acting as a repre- 
sentative to parliament. If the hon. sec, 
of state was determined to persist in 
pressing the bill, it was at least fair that he 
should not precipitate its progress through 
the house. It would be fair to allow those § 
gentlemen who were more particularly 
connected with Ireland an opportunity of 
offering their sentiments on the subject. 
The number of Irish members now in their 
place was very inconsiderable, and they 
had a right to '* consulted before the con- 
stitutional privileges of their constituents 
were suspended or violated. He had 
thought it his duty to throw out these few 
observations to the house. Before he sat 
down, he begged leave to repeat, he did 
not oppose the re-enactment of the bill 
from any want of confidence in the mede 
in which it would be applied by ministers, 
He had no doubt that their application of 
the powers with which it vested them would 
be mild and merciful. His objections were, 
however, founded in respect for the con 
stitution, and the character of the govern 
ment, and should not induce him to vote 
for a bill, of the necessity for w’ich not the 
slightest evidence had been adu <ed. 

Mz, Corry rose to make a few observa 
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tions inreply. The hon. gent. had said, 
that in all former cases of the passing of 
the martial law bill, rebellion actually 
raged, or tranquillity was very seriously 
disturbed. He begged leave to set the 
hon. member right on that head. Inthe 
ear 1801, this very billhad been not only 
once but twice renewed in the course of 
the’same session, though at that time no 
rebellion or appearance of rebellion ex- 
isted from one part of Ireland to another. 
The hon. gent. seemed to be unacquainted 
with the history ef the rebellion. He did 
not appear to be aware that the machina- 
tions of the disaffected were at their origin 
carefully veiled in darkness; that their 
views were gradually disseminated over the 
country; that it was nottill their party was 
fully organized that they broke out into 
acts of open rebellion. The wisdom of 
parliament had been exerted in a number 
of acts to discover and to disconcert their 
views. Every effort had been employed 
to trace out the different relations and bear- 
ings of the conspiracy, These efforts had, 
however, failed of success. Never till 


the act in question was passed were the 
designs of rebellion fully ascertained. Ne- 
ver till government was armed with these 
extraordinary powers was any thing like 
tranquillity or confidence restored. Though 


individuals continued to suffer ; though acts 
of insurrection and violence were not alto- 
gether destroyed; yet the constitution was 
saved and the sinews of the rebellion were 
aunihiiated, This effect ne ascribed, more 
than to aay oiher cause, to the repeated 
re-enactments of this bill in the course of 
the year 1802 and'1803. The hon. gent. 
however, did not see the necessity of re- 
enacting the bill at the present period. He 
had said, that the grounds of its re-enact- 
ment formerly was the intimidation of ju- 
rors and witnesses in the performance of 
their duty, but at this moment jurors were 
unmolested; witnesses could give their 
testimony without any dread of the conse- 
quences ; all the ordinary forms of law and 
of justice were observed. He would not 
pretend to deny that this description of the 
state of the country was correct, but he 
. would maintain that the present tranquillity 
of the country was the effect of the very 
bill to which the hon. gent. so strongly 
objected. It was not unknown to the hon. 
member ahd the house, that till the bill 
was passed the system of intimidation was 
universally prevalent, and the courts of 
common law were as a matter of necessity 
shat, not against rebels alone, but against 
the loyal part of the community, whe were 


Vor. IV. 
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making every sacrifice in support.of the 
constitution and the existing government. 
It was not till the rebels feund that they 
could not prosecute their schemes wiih any 
hopes of success, that the strong _ powers 
vested in the government rendered their 
detection and punishmeii a matter of al- 
most absolate certainty, thet continuance 
in rebellion was only another term. for de- 
struction, that they thought of abandoning 
their traitorous projects, thai they sat down 
in laborious tranquillity, and began to re- 
turn to the habits of dutiful allegiance. 
If the hon. member looked to the state 
of Ireland, mere'y as it was .at.. this 
day, his view would be extremely partialand 
limited. To be able to reason faisly on the 
subject, it behoved him to look at the pro- 
gress and various modifications of the. rebel 
lion. He ought to compare the mean: used 


to spread disaffection with the means em- 


ployed to check its diffusion among the lower 
orders, Among these last means, he had the 
universal testimony of the best informed per- 
sons in Ireland, that this measure had been 
one of the greatest and éflicient causes of the 
return of tranquillity and order, of the pos- 
sibility of continuing the ordinary exercise of 
the form of the common law courts of the 
land. Independent of this measure, the hon, 
gent. would not this day have had it in his 
power to notice the present tranquillity of 
Ireland as an argument against the re-enacte: 
ment of the bill. -So far from viewing the : 
re-enactment of the bill as any act of seve; 
rity to the Joyal and well-disposed part of 
the community, he viewed it in the opposite 
light. By all loyal and well-disposed indi- 
viduals, it would be considered as a measure 
not of oppression, but of protection ; not of 
vigour, but of wise precaution, on the part 
of the government. It would dispel their 
apprehensiohs, and give them new energy 
in their opposition to the designs of the dis- 
affected. It would enable them to check 
rebellion at its first opening, and leave to 
them the privilege of appealing for the re~ 
dress of injuries to-the ordinary tribunals of 
their country. _ The prociamation of martial 
law, by :he exercise of the prerogative was, 
what every friend to the coustitution would 
be anxious to avoid, It was. to avoid the 
necessity of such a measure, that the bill was 
originally introduced, and was now proposed 
to be continued. “Without such a bill trai- 
tors might escape unpunished, and loyal ci- 
tizens might be deprived of their constitu- 
tional privileges, and dragged before military 
tribunals. On these grounds the bill had 
his hearty support, and he hoped it would 
also obtain the support of the house. It was 
*Q q 
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‘a bill which, frem his knowledge of the pre- 
‘sent state of Ireland, he had no difficulty in 
pronouncing essential to the continuance of 
tranquillity. 

Mr. John Claudius Beresford begged the 
indulgence of the house, while he made a 
few observations. His hon. friend under 
‘the gallery, (Mr. Burrows) had urged two 
@bjections to the re-enactment of the bill, at 
least, without more mature consideration. 
The first objection was, that no facts were 
produced to justify the necessity of the mea- 
sure, The second objection was drawn from 
the thinness of the members particularly con- 
nected with Ireland, and best fitted to give 
information to the house on the subject. 
With regard to the first objection, it was un- 
necessary for him to take up the time or at- 
tention of the house. His right hon. friend 
had fully removed this objection, and he 
heartily agreed with his right hon. friend, 
that if the measure were not renewed, the 
same system of terror, which had been al- 
luded to, would immediately be renewed in 


all its horrors. - With regard to the thinness - 


of the attendance of members connected with 
TJreland, he should make one or two remarks. 
Having been very recently in Ireland, and 
having had occasion to ascertain what were 
the sentiments of at least three-fourths of the 
Irish members resident in that country, as to 
the expediency and necessity of the measure, 
he requested the house, on his veracity, to be 
assured, that they were to a man Convinced, 
that the re-enactment of the'bill was indis- 
pensably necessary to the preservation of 
tranquillity, and to the protection of all loyal 
subjects. They were so thoroughly con- 
vinced of its necessity, that they expected 
the re-enactment of the bill would be one of 
the earliest acts of the session. If they had 
mot indulged such an expectation, they 
would, at this moment, have been in their 
places to solicit its re-enactment. ‘This sen- 
timent, of the necessity of the measure, he 
might add, was not confined to members, 
but was entertained by every loyal man in 
every part of the country. He, himself, had 
been the only Irish member, who had exe 
pressed doubts respecting the loyalty of the 
lower orders, in opposition to the opinion of 
a‘number of other most respectable indivi- 
duals. He rejoiced to find, that the opinion 
he entertained of the disloyalty of the lower 
orders was erroneous, and that the spirit of 
disaffection was much tess general than he 
had dreaded. At this moment all good men 
of every. party were animated ‘with feelings 
of loyalty, and convinced of the necessity of 
defending the country against the common 
enemy. Every man who possessed only 20). 
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a year, was now disposed to unite against al} 
foreign and domestic foes. The late insur. 
rection had not a twentieth part of the ex. 
tent of the rebellion of 1798 ; and all classeg 
of the people, with an exception of a few of 
the lower orders, were universally disposed 
to assist government against an invadi 

enemy.—He was also authorized to state, & 
that it was the wish of all sects in that king. 
dom, that po question should be brought 
forward, witich might have the effect of agi- 
tating the public mind, at a period, when it 
was so essential, that all descriptions should 
nite in the defence of their common inte. 
rests.— Leave was obtained to bring in the 
bill; which was read a first’ time, ‘and or- 
dered to be read a second time on Monday, 


{In1sH BANK RESTRICTION BILL. ]—Mr, 
Corry, pursuant to notice, moved for leave to 
bring in a bill to continue, for a time to be 
limited, the restriction on the issues of cash 
by the bank of Ireland. It was unnecessa 
for him to urge any reasons to induce the 
house to agree to his motion. The same 
Motives that induced the house to entertain 
the bill with respect to the Bank of England, 
applied to the present case, and as the mea- 
sure, he proposed, was ‘always consequential 
to that which had been introduced within a 
few days by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
he should content himself ‘barely with moy- 
ing, that leave be given. Leave was given, 
—Mr. Corry then moved, that there be laid 
before the house, an account of the amount 
of bank of Ireland notes, including bank post 
bills, payable at seven days sight, in circula. 
tion on the first days of January, April, June, 
and September, 1800; also, amount ia cir- 
culation on the first days of April, May, and 
June, 1801; also, amount in circulation on 
the first days of June, August, October, and 
November, 1802, and first of February, 1803; 
also, amount in circulation on the first days 
of January, April, August, and September, 
1803 ; distinguishing, in this last instance, 
the value of those below the value of five 
guineas, Ordered. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
‘ 
Saturday, December 3. 


(Mixvures.]Mr.Hobhouse brought up the 
report of the committee upon expiring laws, 
The resolutions were read and agreed to, and 
bills were ordered to be brought in pursuant 
to them,——Mr. Secretary Yorke presented a 
copy ofa proclamation issued by the lord-lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, to prevent distillation 
from oats and oatmeal in that country. Ore 
dered to be laid on the table.—Mr, Corty 
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enotice, that on Monday he should move 

© cave to bring in a bill to indemnify the 
jord-lientenant of Ireland for issuing this 
oclamation ; and also, that he should 
move for the introduction of a clause into 
that bill to enable the lord-lientenant to im- 
se such a prohibition, during a time to be 
imited.—Mr. Hobhouse brought up the re- 
port of the committee for considering the 
propriety of affording a temporary relief to 
- theCurates displaced by the operation of the 
pill for enforcing the residence of the clergy. 
The resolution fon granting 9000 for this 
purpose was agreed to.—Sir Francis Burdett 
presented a petition on behalf of the church- 
wardens and overseers of the poor of the pa- 
rish of St. Pancras, in the county of Middle- 
sex, setting forth that the duties of their 
offices had increased so much that they 
wanted assistants to be appointed in order 
to enable them todo justice to their situa- 
tions, &c. Referred to a select committee. 
—The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave 
notiee, that on Monday he should move, that 
a committee be appointed to investigate the 
joint account between Great-Britain and 
Ireland, as in the last session. — Mr. Hob- 
house brought up the report of the committee 
of supply on certain parts of the naval service 
voted yesterday. The resolutions were read 
and agreed to. — Mr. Corry brought in the 
bill for continuing the restrictson on pay- 
ment in specie by the bank of Ireland. 
Read a first time, and ordered to be read a 
second tine on Monday.—The bill for con- 
tinuing the restriction on cash payments by 
the bank of England, went through a com- 
mittee. On the motion of Mr. Vansittart, 
the blank was filled up with the words, 
** six months after the ratification of a de- 
 finitive treaty of peace.” The report was 
ordered to be received on Monday.—The 
House went into a committee to consider of 
the propriety of renewing, for a further time, 
the liberty granted for bonding Portugal 
wines, which had expired on the 10th of 
October, Mr. Vansittart, in stating the pro- 
priety of extending this indulgence, stated 
also, that it was thought adviseable to give 
the benefit of it to Spanish wines. A reso- 
lution to this effect was agreed to, and being 
Teported, the committee appointed to bring 
in the bill for the continuation of expiring 
laws was ordered to make provision accor- 
dingly.—Mr, Vansittart brought in the an- 
nual bill for indemnifying magistrates and 
others who had neglected to take the. ne- 
essary oaths. The bill was read a first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday. — Mr. Corry gave notice, that he 
would moye in the proper stage to introduce 
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a clause into thisbill for extending the bene- 
fit of. the indemnity to Ireland. 





~\HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, December 5. 


Their Lordship met at a little after three, 
when the appeal from the court of session 
of Scotland in which Christie and Keay were 
appellants, and Proudfooi, Dean of Guild 
and the Guild Council of the Bargh of 
Perth, respondent, came before them. 
Messrs. Adams and Grant were heard on 
the part of the appellants, and Mr. Romilly 
for the respondent. The farther hearing of 
council was deferred until to-morrow, 


——————————S=—_—_—_—_ 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, December 5: 


(Mrnvutes.] The bill for inclosing lands 
in the manor and parish of Fulbeck, in 
the county of Lincoln, for making com- 
pensation for the tithes arising within the 
same parish, was read a second time, and 
committed." Mr. Manning brought in a 
bill to enable the London dotk-company to 
raise a farther sum af £500,000 for the con- 
struction of wet docks and other works, for 
the greater accommodation of the London 
merchants. Read a first time and ordered 
to be read a second time.—Mr. Grant ac- 
quainted the House that Col, F. W. Grant, 
who had been ordered to attend in his place 
on Wednesday next, had arrived in town, and 
would attend in his place to-morrow.—Mr. 
Secretary Yorke presented at the bar, by his 
Majesty's command, a copy of the convention 
between his Britannick Majesty aad the King 
of Sweden, signed on the 25ih of July 1803. 
Ordered to lie on the table.—Mr, Secre- 
tary Yorke moved the second reading of 
the bill for continuing the suspension of the 
habeas corpus act io Ireland. The bill was 
accordingly read a second time without giv- 
ing rise to any debate, and ordered. to be 
committed to-morrow. Mr. Pole presented 
the ordnance estimates for 1804, which were 
ordered to lie on the table, and:the hon. 
member gave notice that he would, on Fri- 
day next, in the committee of supply, move 
the consideration of these estimates after the 
army estimates were disposed of. — The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer moved that a 
committee be appointed to enquire into the 
expenditure of the United Kingdom, from 
the first day of Jan. 1801, and the sums con- 
tributed thereto by Great-Brisain and IJre- 
land respectively, and report the same with 
their opinion thereupon, to the House. 
And a committee was appointed accordiagly 
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—In a committee of supply the committee 
on the motion of Sir Philip Stephens, voted 
the following sums; for the transport-service, 
for the year 1804, £700,000 ; for prisoners 
of war at home and abroad, £220,000; for 
sick prisoners of war, £40,000 ; the House 
being resumed, the report was presented. 
Mr. Corry rose to move for leaye to bring in 
a bil! to suspend ithe act of last session, pro- 
hibiting the negotiation of smal] notes in Jre- 
Jand. Hewished. it to be understood that 
government did not by this means propose 
any general system or permanent regula- 
tion on the subject. ‘They only proposed 
this as a temporary measure till the Irish 
members hitherto detained at home, by 
their attention to the defence of their own 
shores, could: be present, and the question 
could be fully considered. Leave was given 
and the bill brought in and read a first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time to- 
morrow. The House having gone inté a coms 
mittee on expiring laws, a report was agreed, 
and reported, on which Mr..Corry brought 
ina bill to suspend certain acts prohibiting 
the exportation from Ireland, of corn, po- 
tatoes and provisions, and to permit their im- 
portation for a time to be limited. The 
bill was read a first time, aud ordered to be 
read a second time to-morrow.—The sea- 
men’s desertion bill was read a third time 
and passed.—The malt daty bill was read a 
first time, and ordered for a second reading 
to-morrow.— A bill for continuing and regu- 
Jating the bounty on sugar exported from Ire- 


Jand was read a first time and ordered to be, 


read a second time to-morrow.—The pen- 
sion, &c. duty bill was read a first me and 
ordered to be read a second time to-morrow. 
—The curate’s relief bill was read a first 
time and ordered to be read a second time to- 
morrow.—The bill to suspend the act prohi- 
biiing the negotiation, &c. of small notes in 
Treland, was read a first time and ordered. to 
be read a second time to-morrow.—A bill 
for continuing an act discontinuing certain 
bounties on the exportation of sugar, was 
read a first time and ordered for a second 
reading to-morrow.—‘The five millions ex- 
« hequer bills bil] was read a first time.—The 
vest indemnity bill was read a first time. 
(Oats DisTILLATION BILL. ]— Mr. Corry, 
pursuant to his notice on Saturday’, rose to 
move for leave to bring in a bill to indem- 
niy the lord licutenant, and such as had 
acted under the authority of bis proclama- 
jon, issued in October, prohibiting the dis- 
tillation of spirits from oats, which had been 
Jaid before the house by his right hon. friend 
the Chancellor of ibe Exchequer. It would 
be necessary for him to'state the cause and 
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circumstances of thé proclamation, before he 
should submit his motion to the house. The 
prohibition- had arisen from a supposed 
failure of the crop of potatoes, in consequence 
of the extreme drought of the season. Po. 
tatoes constituted the chief support of the 
mass of the people of that country, and the 
failure of a crop had the same effect there ag 
the failure of a crop of wheat would have in 
this country, or of a crop of oats in the 
northern part of it. ‘The active vigilance of 
the Irish government, had ascertained that 
there was a deficiency in the crop of pota- 
toes, in three out of the four provinces of 
Treland, and therefore, it became the wis. 
dom of his excellency to provide for the sup. 
ply of this deficiency, by prohibiting the use 
of oats in distillation, ‘This he had done by 
a proclamation, issued in October, in which 
he had exceeded the powers which the law 
allowed him ; and the object of the bill he 
should move for, was to indemnify him for 
having done so. He trusted, the house would 
consider the conduct of the Irish govern- 
ment, on this occasion, rather as deserving 
approbation than censure, for the laudable 
attention it had manifested in providing for 
the support of the people. He trusted the 
house would not object to the measure, and 
he proposed, if the house should accede to 
his motion, te introduce into the bill a clause 
to enable the lord lieutenant, or other chief 
governor of Ireland, to prohibit, for a certain 
‘ime, by proclamation, the distillation of 
spirits from oats. -He was aware of the ef- 
fect such a measure might have on the land- 
ed interest, and the revenue, but he trusted 
there would be no difficulty or objection to 
trusting such a discretionary power to the 
lord lieutenant, who would have every in- 
ducement'to forbear from the exercise of it. 
He should not ‘trespass further on the house, 
but move, that leave be given to bring in the 
bill, &c. and the question being put, and the 
proclamation entered as read. 

Mr. Francis did not mean to oppose the 
motion, though an enemy to every exercise 
of power contrary to law; he was inclined 
to approve of it in the present instance, where J 
it had been evidently directed to secure the 
country from famine, The lord lieutenant, 
he theught, had acted right, and of the de- 
scriptions of power, the one proposed to be 
cominitted to him, ‘by the present measure, 
was least likely to be abused. He should 
not be sorry if greater powers were given, of 
if the distillation of oats were altogether pro 
hibited, for, he- was confident, that much 
serious mischief was. caused by the use of 
that pernicious liquor, whiskey, so made. 

Mr, Corry took the opportunity of the hon. 
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entleman’s observations, to throw out a re- 

mark, for the purpose of quieting any ap- 
rehensions that might be entertained by 
another body of men, the distillers, whose 
jnterests concurred with the interests of the 
rgenue. For that purpose, therefore, he 
threw out, by way of notice, that regard 
would be had to their interests, by a regula- 
tion of revenue, 


{Inp1a sonps.]—Lord Castlereagh moved 
the order of the day, for the second reading 
of the bill for regulating the interest on 
India bonds; on the question being put, 

Mr. Gregor said, he did not mean to op- 

ose the measure ; on the contrary, he was 
obliged to the noble lord for bringing in any 
bill to amend or rectify the detects of the 
property-tax act. It had been stated from 
authority, that no alteration was to be made 
in that act during the present session; but, 
for his own part, he was’ of opinion, that it 
was a perfectly impracticable act. By that, 
he meant, that it could not be executed ac- 
cording to its letter; but, if executed at all, 
must be executed according to the arbitrary, 
or discretionary interpretation of the com- 
missioners. He had received letters on the 
subject from twg gentlemen of good sense 
and intelligence, who had been appointed 
commissioners; they were of opinion, that 


the act, in its present form, could not be 
executed. He did not mean to enter into 
the detail of all its clauses, and should only 
‘advert to one clause, which directed that the 
commissioners of the land-tax should be the 


commissioners for executing this act, The 
hon, member contended, that in place of a 
board of collection, a board ef centrou! was 
thus established. He threw out this obser- 
vation merely to call the attention of gentle- 
men to the defects of this act. 

Mr. Vansittart observed, that only one of 
the hon. gentleman's observations applied to 
the question before the house. The bon. 
gent. had confessed himself much obliged to 
the noble Jord, for bringing in a bili to ex- 
plain any part of the property tax bill. His 
noble friend's measure, however, went only 
to amend the mode of collection in one in- 
stance, and not to alter any of the provisions 
ofthe act. With regard to the other obser- 
vations of the hon. gent., he felt it would be 
to travel out of the question, to advert to 
them. It would be found, that the act, to 
which the hon. gent. had alluded, though 

-pethaps contajning some difficulty or obscu- 
rity, was, on the whole, more perspicuous 
than gentlemen were disposed to admit. 


“{IkisH MARTIAL Law BILy.]—Mr. Se- 
eretary Yorke moved the order of the day, 
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for the second reading of the Irish martial 
law bill. On the question being put, that 
the bill be read a second time, 

Mr. William Elliot rose, and spoke as 
follows:—Sir; the observations, which | ana 
about to offer, will be comprised within a 
very narrow compass. , Indeed, I should not 
have intruded myself at ail tpon the patience 
of the house, if I couid, compatib:y with the 
view. I entertain of my duty towards the 
country, to which this bill immediately re- 
lates, have permitted a measure of such mo- 
ment to pass tna silence, that might have 
the appearance of a listless indifference. 
The atiairs of Ireland must be universally 
admitted to merit the serious attention and 
earnest solicitude of every member of Parlia- 
ment; but there are several among us, who 
are under more peculiar and indispensable 
obligations to watch over its concerns. I 
mean, Sir, those who gave their votes for the 
legislative union of the two countries. It 
does especially behove such of us as were in- 
strumenta! in the extinction of the local par- 
liament of Ireland, to shew to the people of 
that country, so far at least as may depend 
upon our individual exertions, that we have 
substituted in its place a legislature ade- 
quate, not only in means, but in zeal, dili- 
gence, and constancy, for the discharge of the 
trust confided to it. The local Parliament, 
Sir, had indisputably one eminent advantage. 
Being, from the very circumstance of its lo- 
cality, more intimately mixed with the trans- 
actions of the country, it had a shorter and 
more easy access to information in respect to 
its internal state than a more remote legisla- 
ture can possess. This inconvenience attach~ 
ed to the united Parliament, the friends of 
the union believed, would be far over-ba- 
Janced by the numerous and solid benefits 
likely to accrue from that measure; but no 
one can contend, that it is not an additional 
call on this Parliament, for its most active 
vigilance and assiduous application with re- 
gard to the interests of Ireland. The inqui- 
sitorial power of Parliament, Sir, is the very 
vital principle of all its privileges and func- 
tions, and I trust this authority will ever be 
exercised fairly, faithfully, and impartially, 
throughout every part of the united king- 
dom, Before we frame laws for Ireland, 
it is incumbent on us to have before us, an 
accurate state of the country for which we 
are about to legislate. Under these impres- 
sions, Sir, I come to the matter before us, 
which every one must feel to be of the most 
grave and critical importance. It is a de- 
mand upon us, for continuing to the execu- 
tive government of Ireland, the power of de- 
priving, at its discretion, a very l:rze de- 
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scription of our fellow subjects of those 
rights of liberties, to which, by the ordinary 
principles of the constitution, they are en- 
titled. The measure, Sir, has certainly been 
often adopted. That it has been too fre- 
quently necessary, and that in many in- 
stances even the preservation of the country 
has been attributable to it, is a position I 
shall be the last man in this house to de- 
ny, and éhould be at variance with all my 
past conduct, if I were disposed to dispute it. 
But I should feel myself acting in direct con- 
tradiction to the motives, which have on for- 
mer occasions impelled me to vote for the 
measure, if I were not to expect such par- 
liamentary information as might enable 
every gentleman to form a clear and satis- 
factory judgment in respect to its present 
necessity. I was a member, Sir, in the 
Irish parliament, at the period in which the 
first martial law bill was introduced, and 
if I am inaccurate in my recollection of the 
grounds upon which it was originally found- 
ed, Iam in the presence of several gentle- 
men, who are well able to correct me. On 
the commencement of the rebellion in the 


" year 1798, the lord lieutenant, with the ad- 


vice of the privy council, issued orders 
(notified by proclamation) to the officers 
commanding his Majesty’s forces to employ 
the troops under their command with the ut- 
most vigour and decision for the suppression 
of the rebellion ; the rebellion, however, ex- 
tending itself, insomuch that several very 
daring attacks and outrages were committed 
both on the troops and on the persons and 
properties of many loyal persons, the lord 
lieutenant, by the advice of the privy 
council, directed all the general officers 
commanding his Majesty’s forces, to punish 
all rebellious offenders according to martial 
law. This order was likewise notified b 

a proclamation, which, together with the 
former order and proclamation, was com- 
municated to parliament; and the houses 
of lords and commons by their addresses, 
expressed their entire approbation of those 
measures, with assurances to his exccl- 
Jency of their cordial support. Never- 
theless the rebellion continued so late as 
the year 1799 in several parts of the coun- 
try, ard the ordinary course of justice and 
of the common law was in many places in- 
terrupted, in consequence of which the 
martial law bill was enacted. All these 
particulars, Sir, are set forth in the pre- 
amble to that act, which will be found 
among the Irish statutes now before you; 
and I cannot omit to remark that, when 
the bill was introduced, there were on the 
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table: of the Irish house of commons two 
reports of two secret committees, which 
contained a very minute and detailed his. 
tory both of the system and extent of the 
treason connected with the rebellion, and 
the last of the reports had been presented 
so late as the end of the preceding session, 
In the year 1800 the law was revived, but 
in fact it was to be considered as a conti. 
nuance of the former act passed upon the 
grounds [ have stated ; and it is to he ob. 
served too, that at the opening of the ses. 
sion the lord lieutenant had stated in his 
speech from the throne, that, though pub. 
lic tranquillity had been in a great mea. 
sure restored, there still continued in seve. 
ral districts a disposition to outrage and 
conspiracy. In the year 1801 the act of 
the former year was, about the period of 
the King’s recovery, continued for a very 
short time, by the united parliament, with. 
out an enquiry; and it was in the course 
of the same session renewed a second time; 
but upon what proceeding did the house 
then adopt the measure? On a report 
from a secret committee actually recom- 
mending it.—And you, Sir, then chief se. 
cretary to the lord lieutenant of Ireland, 
brought in the. bill upon that specific 
ground. Now, Sir, let me ask, whether 
the house possesses such information in the 
present instance, as that to which both the 
Irish and the united parliament were 
thought entitled, when on former occasions 
they have passed this measure? From the 
introduction of the law, which this bill is 
intended to continue, to this moment we 
only know that there was a rebellious in- 
surrection in Dublin;on the 23d of Jul 
last, in which Lord Kilwarden and his 
nephew were murdered. The extent of 
the conspiracy, whether there were any 
correspondent movements in the North or 
South of Ireland, whether any papers were 
found developping the object of the trea. 
son, are points of which parliament has 
been kept ina state of the most profound 
and humiliating ignorance. When the 
message communicating the insurfection 
was delivered I was absent from town, but 
I have on a former occasion declared, that, 
if I had been in the house, [ should have 
given my vote for the existing law, partly 
on a temporary and coerced confidence in 
the assertions of his Majesty’s ministers, 
that prompt and vigorous measures were 
absolutely necessary, and partly on the 
intelligence contained in private letters, 
which several of my acquaintance in Lon. 
don had received, But, Sir, I protest I 
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should have voted for it under a clear 
conviction that his Majesty’s ministers 
would, so soon as they could have ar- 
ranged and digested it, laid before Par- 
liament a farther detailed communication 
pot only in respect to the conspiracy 
bot to the general state of the coun- 
try, and on this ground gave my most cor- 
dial and zealous support to a motion, which 
was made at the close of the last session for 
procuring such information. The Parliament 
however was prorogued without one ray of 
light on the situation of Ireland, and in this 
state of darkness we are now called upon to 
continue these extraordinary powers to the 
Irish government. Sir, I do for one declare 
with the most genuine sincerity, that in the 
present dearth of our information, I do not 
feel able to forma decisive judgment upon 
this question, for it is impossible even to 
estimate the real magnitude of the late con- 
spiracy, which seems always to expand or 
contract in conformity to the views of those 
who describe it. I am therefore not prepared 
to negative the bill, but I must express my 
hope that the progress of it will be sus- 
pended until some parliamentary ground 
is laid for its necessity. Ireland may be in 
such a state as to render the measure abso- 
lately requisite, but surely, Sir, it is not 
too much to ask for some document, some 
evidence, some information on the subject. 
It may be said that this bill is only the contin- 
vance of an existing law, and that in one 
or two instances the martial law bill has 
been renewed without any previous speci- 
fic communication from government; but, 
Sir, the present proposition is for the con- 
tinuance of an act, which passed, as it were, 
by acclamation, in the exigency of the mo- 
ment, and which itself, as I contend, stands, 
in a constitutional view, upon a defective 
title, It will probably be alleged too that 
we ought to vote this measure upon con- 
fidence in his Majesty's ministers, who will 
be responsible for the execution of it. Now, 
Sir, I aver itis a case, in which there is no 
pretence for confidence. Ona subject of 
such magnitude and importance I cannot 
consent to act on the principle of irmplicit 
faith in any government. Much informa- 


‘tion may clearly be given to us, which cau 


be divulged without a possibility of detri- 
Ment to the state, and that class of intel- 
ligence, which may require more caution 
‘afd reserve in the communication of it, may 
be afforded to'ushrough the medium of a 
secret committee. No injury can result 
ftom the delay. as the existing law will not 
Skpire for sane weeks... But perhaps, his 
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Majesty's ministers may tell me that thev 
cannot argue with me on the point of cu4- 
fidence, as I profess a general want of con- 
fidence in them; and concur with those 
who think them incompetent to the trust 
they have assumed. But such, Sir, is the 
whimsical dilemma in which ministers have 
placed themselves, that | defy any man, who 
gives implicit faith to the scanty information 
they have furnished to us, to vote for this 
measure. I relied upon the little intelli- 
gence they have afforded us, I must, on 
the plain principles of common sense and 
justice, meet this bill with my unqualified 
negative. ‘Lhe only parliamentary informa- 
tion before the house in respect to the state 
of Ireland is contained in the King’s speech, 
for the trials, to which we have been ts 
red, do not come within the description 

parliameotary documents. Now, Sir, in 
the King’s speech the conspiracy is alluded 
toas a past event. Weare told “ that the 
‘* public tranquillity has experienced no fur- 
“ ther interruption, and that a hope is indal- 
ged, that such of his Majesty's deluded sub- 
jects as have swerved from their allegiance 
** are now convinced of their error; and 
“ that having compared the advantages they 
derive from the protection of a free con- 
“ stitution, with the condition of those 
** countries which are under the demi- 
nion of the French government, Jey 
will cordially and zealously concur in 
resisting any attempt that may be made 
against the security and independence of 
the united kingdom.” We have gene- 
rally, Sir, been accustomed to hear the ad- 
vantages ef the British constitution de- 
scribed as positive benefits, and I cannot 
help remarking, that this is the first in- 
stance within my recollection, in which 
they have been in a state paper exem- 
plified by a mere comparison with the mi-~ 
series of surrounding nations, But to proceed, 
Sir, the only other source of information is 
the report of the proceedings of the special 
commission in. Dublin for the trial of the 
conspirators. This, however, I must again 
deny to be a parliamentary decument ; but 
I have recourse to it, partly for want of 
other intelligence, and partly because [ un- 
derstanc his Majesty's ministers have in a 
former discussion on this. subject recom- 
mended us to resort toit. In making this 
reference, I naturally look to the opinion 6f 
the first law-officer of the crown, who must 
be supposed to have the best meansof infor- 
mation, and.[ shall therefore take the li- 
berty of reading to the house-two or three 
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of the attorney general to the jury, on the 
* st tial that took place under the special 
commission, from which gentlemen will be 
able to collect his sentiments, both with re- 
spect to the general state of the country, and 
to the magnitude of the late eonspiracy. — 
Speaking of the disastrous transactions of the 
aoe of july, he says: “ Certainly it is mat- 
* ter of some consolation to gvow, that the 
conspiracy which broke out’ into open 
insurrection on the 23d of July last, was 
confined within much narrower limits than 
the promoters of it are willing to inculcate. 
Whether we consider the numbers who 
have embarked in the enterprise, ¢heir 
wealth or thzir character, it will appear con- 
temptible in the extreme. So far as it had 
for its odious object the subversion of the 
government and constitution of this coun- 
“© try, it was absurd and romantick, it was 
6 idle, and visionary even in the opinion of 
many of those woo embraced it.”"-—Again, 
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(23d July) which no man can regret more 
than I do, yet I think they furnish some 
“ ground for reflection, that ¢he people, who 
bad been worked into arms from onx end of 
the country to tbe other in 1798, could not 
be roused bevond the assemblage of a pEs- 
“ peRraTe MOB, as contemplible in number 
“© as it was atrocious in disfosition. After 
“ avowing their object to be to overset the 
“* government of the country, and to break 
** the connexion with England, they state 
«* that 19 counties wil come forward with 
6 prompenady to effect it. But frve eveéks 
“ have since elapsed, and not one single 

“© county has come forward at their call. 

THE CONSPIRACY SEEMS ALMOST END- 
‘© ED WHERE IT BEGAN.” And in aa- 
other passage the learned gentleman ob- 
serves, “though from the abandoned pro- 
as fligacy of those who were employed in 
“* the execution of it (the conspiracy), we 
** have to lament many private calamities 
** and disgusting horrors; yet perhaps they 
“© should be considered as the visitations of 
4* Providence to confound the devices of our 
““ enemies, and to rouse the loyal energies of 
*‘ the ration.” This last remark, however, 
does not, I confess, appear to be quite con- 
sistent with the learned gentleman’s general 
impression of the improv ed disposition of the 
eountry, for we cannot entertain a very fa- 
yourable idea of the meliorated temper of a 
people, who require the massacre of a chief 
magistrate and the loss of several lives, in or- 
der to rouse their loyal energies. But, Sir, 
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I believe I shall be allowed accurately tosum 
‘up the information we have received, by 
‘stating the amount to be, that the late con- 
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spiracy was contemptible both in number 
and character, and seems almost to have 
ended where it began, that there has beg 
ne further interruption of the public tran. 
guillity, and that the hope is indulged that 
the deluded are now convinced of their ep 
ror, and that they will cordially and zealously 
concur in the defence of the kingdom against 
the common enemy. And what is the infe. 
rence, which his Majesty's mlnisters te 
quire us to draw from this ‘vedhetibealt? The 
continuance of the martial law bill! ! Now, 
Sir, I ask whether such a conclusion from 
such premises would be reconcilable to be 
principle of common reasoa and equity? | 
have not had an opportunity of looking into 
the preamble of this bill, but I shoul 
imagine that the drawing ‘of it must have 
ex posed the reasoning faculties of the crown 
lawyers (and’ no one can rate their talents 
higher than I do) to great embarrassment, 
If it fully describes the | ere gs. zround 
of the measure it mast, I apprehend, run 
thus. © Whereas the late contemptible and 
insignificant conspiracy in the city of Dublin, 
was so speedily and effectually suppressed, 
that it seems almost to have ended where it 
began, and whereas the public tranquility has 
experienced no further interruption, and 
there is reason to indulge the hope, that the 
deluded are convinced of their error, and 
that they will cordially and zealously concur 
in resisting any attempt that may be made 
against the security and independance of the 
united kingdom ; be it, enacted, that the 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland be invested with 
the power of declaring martial law, &c. Xe.” 
Now, Sir, this [ apprehend, will not be 
pa sound logic, and yet such must be 

he lang suage of this bill, if it is framed on the 
uty information his Majesty’ $ ministers have 
afforded to parliament, and thus, J trust] 
have prove ed unyself justified in asserting, 
thet those who reposed with implicit con- 
fidence on the representatious of the king's 
servants, mast, as it appears to me, on every 
principle of consistency and justice, give this 
measure their most decided opposition. Bat 
I, Sir, profess myself to have no such con. 
fidence. 1 have long since remarked with 
deep regret, that his Majesty’s minieters are 
apt to take very false and erroneous views of 
the situation of the affairs intrusted to their 
direction. We all remember the expecta 
tion, which they seemed to indulge theor 
selves, and which they certainly permitted 
the public to indulge, until almost the very 
day, on which the chancellor of the exehe- 
quer annonced the menacing. preparations 
of the enemy. But Ireland, Sir, itself fur- 
nishes a most illustrious instance of this sort 
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of self delusion on the part of his, Majesty's 
ministers. The flattering descriptions of the 
tate of that country, which were given fat 
various times by several gentlemen, in the 
course of the last session, cannot have been 
forgot by any member of this house. *The 
speech of the right hon. gent. opposite to 
me (the Chancellor of the Exchequer), on 
one of these occasions, in answer to my 
right hon. friend near me (Mr. Windham), 
will not easily be effaced from my memory. 
He told us that there were in this war, 
‘none of the odious restrictions on the 
liberties of the people, which it had 
been necessary to impose in the: last, 
No suspension of the habeas corpus act. 
No martial law bill. Loyalty, harmony, 
and zeal for the public service, prevailed 
universally throughout the united kingdom, 
and all these benefits he described as the re- 
sult of the peace of Amiens; and yet within a 
week afterwards, I assert positively, within 
a week afterwards, the same hon. gent. 
came to this house, announcing an insur- 
rection in Dublin, and bringing in his hand 
two bills, one for the suspension of the 
habeas corpus act, and the other for the 
declaration of martial law. And_ here, 
Sir, I trust, will terminate their vaunt- 
ing encomiums on the peace of Amiens ; 
for I protest, from past experience, I[ 
never hear such exulting and ostentatious 
statements from the treasury bengh, with- 
out a sort of superstitious apprehension 
of some approaching calamity. But, Sir, 
I must maintain, that the mysterious cir- 
cumstances of this very transaction of the 
23d of July, which is the basisof the pre- 
sent measure, furnishes an additional rea- 
son why the house should not proceed 
without further information. It now ap- 
‘pears, that, while his Majesty’s ministers 
were accumulating eulogies on the treat 
of Amiens, the rebels in Dublin were call 
ecting military stores; and that a large 
magazine was actually formed, without, as 
I have good foundation for believing, even 
a suspicion of it on the part of the Irish 
government. The government of Ireland, 
however, was not without pretty urgent 
intimations of some treasonableconfederacy. 
The explosion of a secret zeapoweasil 
the detection of the ¢onveyance of pre- 
pared ammunition in the streets of Dublin, 
and the intelligence, . given by several most 
tespectable individuals, of sure indications 
of approaching commotion, were formida- 
ble warnings; nevertheless the government 
seems to have been surprised. But when 
this suggestion was made by my rignt hon. 
fiend near me (Mr. Windham), his Ma- 
Vor. IV, 
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jesty’s ministers denied the imputation 
with indignation. Why,’ said my hon. 
friend, “ it was not unnatural for me to 
suppose it a surprise; because, a few days 
only have intervened, since you gave this 
house the most captivating description of the 
internal tranquillity and loyalty of Ireland.” 
Still the answer from his Majesty’s ministers 
was, * that the government in Ireland had 
been prepared.” ‘ What precautions did 
you take, except strengthening two or 
three guards in the vicinity of Dublin,” 
asked my hon. friend ? “* Did you make any 
previous communication to the privy coun- 
cil? No. To the lord mayor? No:- the 
Mansion-house was robbed of a considera- 
ble quantity of arms. To the chief jus- 
tice? No: he fell a victim to his igno- 
rance of the information government pos- 
sessed.’”” Nevertheless his Majesty’s minis- 
ters persevere in asserting, that proper pro- 
vision was made against the impending dan- 
ger, and that the conduct of the Irish go- 
vernment was full of energy and alertness. 
The fact may have been so, Sir, but I ho- 
nestly acknowledge I have my doubts ef 
it; and I doin my conscience believe that 
a majority of this house, and of the public, 
doubt it. Sir, Icriminate no man, for I 
know not, supposing there is ground for 
censure, to whom the blame attaches, 
There is no one who entertains more per- 
sonal respect and esteem for the individual 
at the head of the administration of Ire« 
land than I do, and for several members of 
the different departments of that govern- 
ment I have the most cordial friendship : 
but the very interest that I take in their 
fame, increases my anxiety for an investi« 
gation of the mystery, in which this whole 
transaction is eaveloped. Sir, I beseech 
gentlemen for a moment to make this case 
their own: suppose, that while his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers were exhausting their elo- 
quence in expatiating on the internal har- 
mony and loyalty attributed to a peace 
which lasted but a twelvemonth, and in 
the course of which the enemy was de- 
tected in devices for sending military spies 
into the country, a traitorous plot should 
have suddenly burst on this metropolis, and 
that, in the exigency of the occasion, the 
parliament had vested in the crown, the 
same powers it has given to the lord Jieu- 
tenant of Ireland: suppose it should have 
afterwards appeared, that, though a secret 
powder mill, and a quantity of prepared 
ammunition, had been previously detected, 
and the government warned of the danger, 
by several most respectable -persons, yet 
that no communication should have been 
*Rr 
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‘made to the privy council, to any of the 
great officers of state, or to the Lord Mayor, 
and that the chief justice of the King’s Bench 
should have been murdered, and the man- 
sion house robbed of arms. Imagine, too, 
that the session should have been permitted 
to close without any detailed information to 
Parliament ; that during the recess the at- 
torney general should declare on the trials 
of the persons concerned in the treason, that 
the conspiracy was contemptible both :n 
respect to numbers and character, and that it 
had terminated almost where it began ; and that 
the ensuing session should have been opened 
by a speech from the throne, acquainting 
Parliament, that the public tranquillity had 
experienced no further interruption, and 
that his Majesty indulged the hope that the 
deluded were convinced of their error and 
were returned to their allegiance: let it be 
imagined, I say, that, under such circum- 
stances, a minister without the production 
of a single document, should demand from 
Parliament a renewal of a martial Jaw bill, 
Isolemnly put it to the honour of every 
member who hears me, whether he believes 
this house would adopt such a measure with- 
out even asking a question. Sir, it is my 
firm and honest conviction, that no minister 
would presume even to make such a propo- 
sition. If then we should not pass this bill 
in our own case without due proof of its 
necessity, what can be the sentiment of !re- 
Jand, if, in the instance of that part of the 
united kingdom, we should adopt it with 
the facility, which’ his Majesty’s ministers 
seem to recommend tous. Here, Sir, isa 
source to me of very painful and anxious 
apprehensions. If we do treat the business 
of Ireland lightly and superficially; if we 
do appear to act negligently towards her 
interests, we shall at the same time act 
offensively to her feelings. The people of 
that country may begin to draw very un- 
pleasant contrasts, they may say “ in our local 
Parliament our affairs would have experi- 
enced a more grave and serious attention, 
our antient legislature would not have sus- 
pended our rights and privileges without 
adequate evidence of the urgency of the 
measure ;” and thus, Sir, do I dread that 
the substantial benefits of the union may 
be frustrated, and that if his Majesty's ser- 
vants persevere in their present deportment 
towards the affairs of Ireland, I may live to 
repent the vote I gave for the accomplish- 
ment of that great object. I perceive, by 
the gesiures of the gentleman opposite to 
me, that they mean to accuse me of a.course 
ef argument injurious to the public wei- 
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the mischief will be in their conduct; and 
not in my statement, and I have felt it my 
peculiar duty to seize this opportunity of 
expressing my sense of the danger of their 
system, because we are still in time to 
anticipate it. For the reasons I have as. 
signed, Sir, I shall not negative the bill, 
but 1 do most earnestly exhort and conjure 
his Majesty's ministers, for the dignity and 
character of our proceedings, for the sake 
of constitutional precedent, and in justice, 
as well as policy towards Ireland, to deter 
its further stages, until sufficient parlia. 
mentary information, in respect to the situs 
ation of that part of the united kingdom, 
shall be furnished to the house. 


Mr, Secretary Yorke considered the great- 
er part of the speech of the right hon. gent, 
to be directed more against the general con. 
duct of the Irish government, than against 
the bill now before the House. The hon, 
member had thought proper to assert, that 
the affairs of Ireland did not occupy so great 
a share of the attention of government, 
or of the house, as their vast importance 
required. This was a very strong charge, 
but of the facts on which it was to be 
supported he professed himself to be totally 
ignorant. When the hon. member thought 
proper to give notice of a motion respecting 
the affairs of Ireland, and that motion came 


| regularly before the house, he should be 


ready to meet any charges which were 
brought forward. Till this was done, he 
must content himself with giving the asser- 
tion a general denial. A charge of so im- 
portant a kind would require strong evidence 
to support it, and he did not see the propriety 
of bringing it forward in a loose, unsup- 
ported manner. The hon. meinber had 
said, that it was particularly the duty of 
those who had voted for the union, to pay 
the utmost. attention to the affairs of Ire 
land. For himself, he thought it equally 
the duty of all members to pay every 
possible degree of attention to this subject 
whenever it came to be fairly discussed, 
and he had no doubt that it would at all 
times receive the gravest and most mature 
consideration, such as its high importance 
was entitled to. A great deal had been 
said in the hon. gentleman’s speech about 
additional information. He wished to know 
of what description the information was 
which was required. The information be 
fore the house was, that the rebellion in 
Ireland had been suppressed, that measures 
of precaution were, however, indispensibly 
Necessary, more especially when it was col- 
sidered that the enemy had avowed his de 
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termination to avail himself of the insur- 
rection of the disaffected to aid his designs 
of invasion both against this country and 
Jrelandk These appeared to him simple, 
elear, and satisfactory grounds for the re- 
newal of the bill, as the best measure of 
precaution which could be adopted. The 
kon. member, in reference to the late rebel- 
lion which broke out in the capita) of Ire- 
jand, had thought proper to assert that the 
government was surprized, and that suffi- 
cient measures had not been adopted to pre- 
yent this desperate attempt of a few enthu- 
siastic individuals. He must now, and on 
every occasion where such an assertion was 
made, distinctly deny that the government 
of Ireland was in any degree surprized. It 
was equally remote from the truth, that 
propersmeasures of precaution had not been 
adopted. ‘The measures of precaution con- 
sisted in a numerous and well appointed 
garrison. When he stated to the house, that 
there were on the night of the insurrection 
in Dublin four veteran regiments, besides the 
16th reg. of light dragoons, one of the best 
appointed regiments in the service, making 
a total of betwixt 3 and 4,000 men, it could 
not be pretended with the smallest justice 
that the government had been wanting in 
measures of precaution for the defence ® of 
‘the capital. He would venture to affirm, 
and he would defy any gentleman to disprove 
his observation, that the force in Dublin on 
the 23d day of July, in the evening of 
which the insurrection had broken out, was 
adequate tothe suppression, not only of the 
miserable mob of infatuated individuals then 
engaged, but of a number more than ten 
times their amount. With equal confidence 
he wonld assert, that the safety of Dublin 
was never, even for one moment, in danger. 
The best proof of this was, that after the 
military were brought to act, an hour had 
not elapsed before the rebels had dispersed 
and tranquillity was restored. It could not 
be seriously pretended, that the wretched 
mob of the 23d of July could ever have 
put the capital of Ireland-in a state of the 
smallest danger. Their number, according 
to the confession of their own leaders, did 
not exceed 80, and their progress com- 
mencing in Dirty Lane, had been terminated 
inCutpurse Row. They had not dared to 
approach any of the principal parts of the 
town, and, as to the idea of their ever 
marching to the attack of the Castle, it 
Feally was altogether ridiculous. This ap- 
peared by the conduct of their principal 
leader, When he found the contemptible 
state of his followers, either in point of 
‘Rumbers of of discipline, he had taken his 
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road down a street leading to the country, 
where he threw off his rebel uniform, re- 
gardless of the fate of his deluded partners 
in rebellion. Much stress was laid by those 
who blamed the conduct of ministers, on 
the circumstance that they were not aware 
of the existence of the rebel magazine ia 
the heart of Dublin. True it was, that 
this circumstance had not been discovered 
previous to the insurrection of the 23d of 
July. Ministers, however, were apprised, that 
a rising was intended on that day, and such 
precautions were adopted, as left Dublin 
fully protected from all danger. ‘True it 
was, that a respected magistrate had fallen 
a sacrifice to the fury of the rebels ; but 
this atrocity was, in no degree whatever, 
imputable to the negligence of ministers, 
From certain circumstances, that nobleman 
had heard of an intended insurrection in 
Dublin, and he was in consequence induced 
to proceed to town at a late hour. Perhaps 
it would-have been more prudent if he had 
not thought of entering Dublin that night, 
or at least that he had not entered it at that 
particular part of the town, where individue 
als ready for acts of atrocities could always 
be without difficulty collected. Much as 
the atrocity was to be lamented, it was in 
no degree brought on by the misconduct of 
the Irish government. But, toreturn more 
directly to the question before the house, 
though the hon. member appeared to con- 
sider it but of secondary importance. It 
was argued, that it was contrary to practice, 
to pass such a bill without previous infor- 
mation. He begged leave to regal the ho- 
nourable member's recollection to the case 
of 1801, when it was passed without ary 
detailed information being communicated. 
He wished to ask the hon. member, if he 
felt himself authorised, without further in- 
formation, to give his negative to the bill ? 
He wished to ask, if he would insist on delay, 
even at the risk of leaving the government 
destitute of powers adequate to meet any 
emergency which might occur? As to the 
general charge against ministers for withe 
holding information ;° this was a question 
quite different from the motion for the re« 
newal of the bill. ——1f the hon. gent. had 
any distinct charge to make against the 
government of Ireland; if he could produce 
any facts to prove that they had been de- 
ficient in foresight and euergy, he should 
at all times be ready to meet and to reped 
that charge. As far as he knew any th.ng 
of the proceedings of the Irish government, 


| there was no deficiency of precautions. 


These precautions were carried to an extent 
capable of defeating, not the abortive at- 
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tempt of the 23d of July alone, but a force 
of even twenty times the amount, led on 
with talents, system and consistency of a 
far superior nature. 

Colonel Craufurd was adverse to the re- 
newal of the bill without obtaining some in- 
formation of its necessity, of which there 
was at present nothing before the house. 

, The sum of this informatian, if it could 
be called such, was, that the rebellion was 
suppressed, and that expectations of the 

- continuance of tranquillity were entertained. 
This, surely, was a very strange kind of 
information to offer to the house, as an io- 
ducement to pass a bill, which could not be 
characterised as any other than a measure 
of severity. The extraordinary negligence 
of the government of Ireland had been the 
subject of animadversion this evening, and 
with the sentiments expressed by his right 
hon. friend who began the discussior, he 
most heartily concurred. The hon. secretary 
ef state had endeavoured to shew that such 
charges were unfounded, and he had rested 
his argument chiefly on the strength of the 
garrison, and the facility with which the re- 
bellion had been suppressed. But how did 
this representation accord with facts, at least 
with representations which had been given 
as such to the world. He had been in- 
formed, that in the evening on which the in- 
surrection burst forth, the lord lieutenant 
had gone quietly to his country house as if 
no danger had been apprehended. Thelord 
chief justice of the King’s Bench, though ne- 
cessarily in the confidence of government,was 
not at all aware of any insurrection, till the 
afternoon of the very day on which it exhi- 
bited itself in acts of public atrocity. Bat, 
this evening the right hon. the secretary of 
state had in his place declared, that govern- 
ment were aware of the projected insnr- 
rection that very day. How this declaration 
was consistent with the statement now 
made, he professed himself unable to dis- 
cover. Credit was taken for the accurate 
information of ministers respecting the de- 
signs of the rebels, but it was admitted that 
the existence of their powder magazine was 
a profound secret. It certainly could not be 
pretended that the government, ignorant of 
this yery important piece of information, 
could be ab!e to form an estimate, at,least a 
gorrect one, of the force sufficient for the 
preseryation of the tranquillity of the capi- 
tal, But, still, ministers were indignant at 
any charge of negligence or want of suffi- 

ciently accarate information: How far they 
were cntitled to be so, he left it for ‘the 
house to decide. He had been informed of 

@nother circumstance, which was certainly 
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no evidence of the foresight or information 
of the Irish government. It was very ge. 
nerally reported, that, so accurately were 
ministers informed of the intended rising 
of the rebels on the 23d of July, the regi- 
ments forming the garrison were provided 
with only three rounds of ball cartridge, 
and the yeomanry corps could not get a 
supply till after an interval of two hours! 
He had heard also a report, which if true, 
still more forcibly demonstrated the shame. 
ful ignorance of the Irish government re. 
specting the designs of the rebels. It was 
roundly asserted, that, with the knowledge 
on the part of ministers of the intended 
rising on the evening of the 23d, a certain 
proportion from each company of the regi- 
ments forming the garrison, had a few days 
before been aliowed to go to the country to 
assist in different species of work. Nothing 
could, in his opinion, more strongly discover 
a want of foresight ; yet ministers took fire 
at the idea of the conduct of their colleagues 
in lreland being censured for a flagrant 
deficiency of vigilance or talent.—So far was 
he from agreeing with those who thought 
that this was not the time for discussing the 
affairs of Ireland, that he could not help 
lamenting the fact, that not a single ex: 
pression had dropped from ministers, expres- 
sive of their intention to adopt any measure 
for the conciliation of the unfortunate in: 
habitants of that country. The expression 
in his Majesty’s speech, alluding to the 
contrast between their situation and the 
situation of nations under the dominion of 
France, afforded him, and he was sure it 
would afford the inhabitants of Ireland, no 
great degree of satisfaction. He had hoped 
for acts of leniency, intead of the renewal 
of measures of rigour, which could only 
keep alive feelings of animosity, instead of 
inducing the Irish people to return to that 
cordial allegiance, which could alone render 
them the bulwarks of the empire. The 
hon. gent. sat down with saying, that he 
should give his vote against the bill, unless 
further information of its necessity were 
produced. 
Mr. Francis said, that he could not let a 
measure of such great importance pass with- 
out stating his opinion of it. If his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers have grounds sufficient to 
support so strong an act against a great 
portion of onr fellow-subjects in Ireland, 
and so alarming to every other part of the 
empire, they ought to state those grounds 
to Parliament. In fact, we are called upom 
to proceed, without evidence, in a mannet 
which nothing but the clearest evidence cak 
justify; that is, to put the kingdom of Ire; 
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Jand under martial law. I do not mean, 
said the hon. gent., to bring any charge 
against the government of Ireland. Until 
| know the contrary to be true, I must pre- 
sume, that they have furnished his Majesty's 
ministers with facts and proofs adequate to 
the measure now recommended. What I 
complain of is, that ministers have not com- 
municated those facts and that evidence, nor 
even the smallest part of it to the House of 
Commons. Necessity, I know, supersedes 
all argument. Let the case be ever so 
doubtful or questionable, or even criminal, 
it may find a justification in extreme ne- 
cessity: but then, I say, prove it. You 
have no right to avail, yourself of the plea 
until you have established the fact. All the 
evidence I have seen or heard of goes in the 
opposite direction. ‘The only parliamentaiy 
document on this subject that has been laid 
before the house, is that passage in his Ma- 
jesty's speech which describes, in terms of 
the highest satisfaction, a general change 
in the disposition of his deluded subjects in 
Ireland, and his gracious confidence in the 
corrected judgment of those who had been 
misled. Out of doors, and even within these 
few days, J have heard no other Janguage 
among persons most disposed to favour the 
present government. But, when I come 
into cen I find the case totally .re- 
yersed, The measure now proposed indi- 
cates that Ireland is in such a state, and the 
occasion so pressing, that nothing less than 
extreme courses can save it.—If the case be 
as violent as the remedy supposes, undoubt- 
edly his Majesty's ministers have a right to 
the remedy. If not, they call upon us to 
trust them with a dangerous power, which 
is not waoted, and by the very act of calling 
for it, run the risk of doing mischief in other 
senses, and counteracting their own pur- 
pose. By empowering the government of 
Ireland to proclaim martial law, they alienate 
the affections of the people whom they 
ought to conciliate, and, in effect, they in- 
vite and encourage the enemy to invade the 
empire in that quarter. For what does the 
proclamation of martiallaw in effect say to 
Buonaparté and to all the world, but that 
in Ireland we are vulnerable, and that there 
he may invade us with a certainty of co- 
operation, and a reasonable prospect of suc- 
cess? 

Lord Castlereagh rose to reply to the two 
last speakers, He began by a@verting to the 
charge of want of proper attention being 
paid by ministers, or the house, to the situ- 
ation of Ireland. He really was not aware 
on what grounds it was that such a charge 
Was adduced. If it was because subjects of a 
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delicate nature were avoided, and topics of 
dicussion which could only be productive of 
dissention among a people too often hurried 
away by their feelings, instead of being 
guided by their cooler’ judgment, were ab- 
stained from, that the charge of inaitention 
to Irish affairs and Irish interests were sup- 
ported, he must take the earliest opportunity 
of protesting against such a doctrine. If 
any member conceived that any practicable 
measure could be brought forwatd for the ad- 
vantage of ireland, or any ot! her part of the em- 
pire, it was his bounden duty to submit such a 
measure to the consideration of the house, 

and it would then be for the wisdom of the 
legislature to decide on its expediency or its 


‘policy. Neglect was not, however, to be 


imputed to ministers, because they did not 
feel it their duty to bring circumstanees be- 
fore parliament, to the removal of which 
they did not imagine any immediate mea- 
sures to be applicable. Because government 
did not see the policy of originating some of 
those measures, which to some hon. mem- 
bers might appear expedient and salutary, 
that surely was no argument to prove that. 
the essential interests of Ireland, as far as 
ministers understood them, were for a single 
Tt would not be ar- 
gued, that, because comparative unanimity 
at present prevailed, when the affairs of Ire- 
land were considered, that there was, on the 
part of the house or ministers, any negli- 
gence or inattention to a subject which all 
admitted to be deeply interesting and im- 
portant. It was not presuming too much 
to infer, that this unanimity on this subject, 
arose from a conviction of the indisputable 
and imperious necessity of the measures 
which ministers proposed. He was sure 
that his right hon. friend did not hold such 
an opinion. He possessed an understanding 
too great, and feelings too liberal, to allow 
him to entertain such an idea for a moment. 


| As to the facts adduced by the hon. officer, 


he was ready at all times to meet an inves- 
tigation, and satisfactorily to vindicate the 
conduct of the government of Ireland. If 
there was any thing in their conduct at all 
deserving of censure, let it be fairly stated, 
and let them be candidly allowed to pro- 
duce their defence.. He took this opporta- 
nity, however, of deprecating the discussion 
of this important subject by a side wind. 
Let facts be fully and honourably brought 
forward, and not frittered away and dis- 
torted. Let the whole conduct of the go- 
vernment of Ireland be considered, com- 
bined, and arranged in allits bearings and 
relations, and then he should be ready to 
prove, that, instead of censure, it was de- 
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serving of approbation ; instead of a charge 
of weakness, a confidence of foresight and 
energy... He had made thess observations 
with the view of preventing an idea from 
going abroad, that assertions made with the 
greatest confidence were true, merely Le- 
couse they might sometimes happen to pass 
uncontradicted. Leaving these extraneous 
matters out of further consideration, the 
house had only to consider the question of 
the necessisy of the renewal of the bill.— 
The speech of his right hon. friend did not 
seem to turn so much on this question as on 
the conduct of the Irish government, a sub- 
ject which was clearly uppermost in his 
hon, friend's mind. He begged the attention 
of the house while he stated what had been the 

rounds of the previous renewal of the bill. 

t its first introduction it was supported on 
the ground of the notoriety of the rebellion, 
and on that its necessity was adinitted. It 
was renewed in 1799, when, though the 
rebellion was put down, there were partial 
insurrections in different parts of the coun- 
try. At that period he allowed that two 
reports of a secret committee had been ad- 
duced, to prove the necessity of the mea- 
sure. He must, however, now be permit- 
ted to remark, that the expediency of such 
reports depended a good deal on circum- 
stances, ‘This was a mode of presenting in- 
formation to the legislature and the public, 
ofien highly advantageous. Occasions might 
occur, however, when to resort to it would 
be highly impolitic, and even dangerous. 
In such circumstances he thought that mi- 
nisters now were placed, as to the propriety 
of presenting such information as the re- 
port of a secret committee would afford, It 
would be recollected that government was, 
even at this moment, actively, and he was 
happy to add, ‘successfully employed in 
tracing out even the remotest ramifications 
of the insurrection. While such inquiries 
were going forward, it would be a matter 
of peculiar difficulty to frame such a report as 
would not disclose facis, the disclosure of 
which would not defeat the views of the go- 
vernment, and, at the same time, prove 
satisfactory to the legislature and the coun- 
try: If a report were prematurely brought 
forward, government might be interrupted 
in its exertions to trace out the ramifications 
of rebellion. On the other hand, if the 
report was not detailed in its nature, it 
could not afford any criterion for judging 
of the necessity of a legislative measure, 
originating out of circumstances of peculiar 
emergency. Toavoid the necessity of such 
a dilemma, it became necessary to resort to 
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were consistent with the greatest attachment 
to the constitution, were not incompatible 
with the idea of investing the executive 
government with extraordinary powers, ap. 
plicable to an extraordinary contingent crisis, 
He would not deny that the bill now to be 
renewed, had never formerly been renewed 
where there was less actual or visible dan 
ger. He had no hesitation in applying thi 
observation to all the periods of the renewal 
of the bill from the time of its, original in 
troduction. On this part of the subject, 
the noble lord took a review of the various 
renewals of the bill. Though, however, he 
admitted that there was less visible danger, 
though he was happy to be able to state with 
truth, that the canse of loyalty had received 
a vast augmentation, while the numbers of 
the disaffected had materially decreased; 
still, however, there were traitors and mae 
lignant spirits °in Ireland, bent on projects 
of the most atrocious nature. It was to 
counteract their views, it was to defeat their 
designs, that he thought the bill, as a wise 
measure of precautionary power, both expe. 
dient and politic. There was one other cite 
cumstance which materially strengthened 
his argu nent on this subject. He meant to 
a'lude to the menaced invasion of the ene 
my. In former times and in former wars 
invasion had been often threatened, and 
perhaps at a certain period of the late war 
that threat was, to a certain degree, formis 
dable. In no former period, however, had 
the threat of invasion assumed the same des 
gree of consistency, and never had we to 
encounter an enemy at once so malignant, 
and so well prepared for carrying his hostile 
designs intojeffect. —He had already adverted 
to the improved state of Ireland ; but past 
experience demonstrated the imprudence of 
too flattering expectations of the continu- 
ance of this spirit. He wished in no case 
to depart from constitutional principles, 
where they could be adhered to with safety; 
but the safety of the state was a consideras 
tion paramount to every other idea, This 
safety could best be secured by the renewal 
of the bill. The liberties of the people 
were as far as possible in every case to be 
respected ; and it was his decided opinion 
that the renewal of the bill, while it was 
the most consistent with liberty, was the 
best pledge for the continuance of tran- 
quillity.—With respect to the observation 
made by the hon. gent. (Mr. Francis), that 
the adoption of the present measpre would 
tend to inspirit Buanaparté to make an ate 
tempt upon [reland, as holding out to bim 
the prospect of co-operation in that quate 


certain general principles, which while they | ter, he entertained no dread on that subjech 
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He wAs couvinced, that a consciousness in 
the mind of that man of the odium which 
uniformly accompanied his footsteps, would 

int out to him the futility of such an ex- 

ectation, “The inhabitants of Ireland, 
when they joined their fate with Great- 
Britain, and he ainong the rest, anticipated 
the blessings which would result from that 
connection ; they were convinced that they 
enjoyed more happiness than even when 
they had a legislature of theirown. ‘They 
rested with firm confidence on the vigour 
of this assembly, and all the loyal inhabi- 
tants of Ireland were convinced that it-had 
acted nobly by them. 

Colonel Craufurd, in explanation, sfated 
that his charge, as to the want of prepara- 
tion on the part of the Irish government at 
the breaking out of the insurrection in 
Dublin,. was, that the military were pro- 
vided only with three rounds of ammuni- 
tion, and that the yeomanry had none at 
all for the space of two hours. 

Mr. Pole did not wish to trouble the 
house with any observations on the present 
question He only meant to set the hon. 
gent. who had just sat down, right as to 
the ciccumstance which he had last men- 
tidned. The hon. gent. had attempted to 
deceive the house and the public. The 
fact was, that, previous to the 23d of 
July, all the troops in Ireland had been 
provided with 60 rounds of ammunition 
each. The Castle of Dublin was no dépot 
for military stores, but there had been 
lodged there 8000 rounds, for serving sucii 
regiments as might have occasion toapply, 
and, on the first application, ample provi- 
sion was made; and within less than two 
hours, more ammunition was supplied than 
was required to be used during the whole 
course of the rebellion. He stated this 
from his own personal knowledge, and 
pledged himself to tne truth of it. He had 
been employed by the master of the ord- 
nance to make the inquiry, who had been 
alarmed by a report similar to that stated 
by the hon. gent. 

Colonel Craufurd called upon the hon. 
gent. to say, whether it was parliamentary 
language, or language which ought to be 
used by one gentleman to another in that 
house, to accuse him of an attempt to de- 
Ceive the house or the public? 

Mr. Pole explained that he had stated, 
that the hon. Colonel had deceived the 
house—he himself being deceived. 

Mr. Windbam said, it did not seem to 
him that the hon. gent. (Mr. Pole) had met 
the charge of his hon. friend (Colonel 
Craufurd), who did not say, that there was 
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not ammunition here and there, but spoke 
respecting the ammunition in the cartouch 
boxes of the soldiers. That part of the 
remark had not been answered. When 
he recurred to the observations of the noble 
lord, he had not so much to state arguments 


.on the one side, as to speak of the want of 


hem on the other. They were now about 
to renew martial law in Ireland, without 
having heard one single word to justify the 
measure. To vote the re-establishment of 
martiallaw seemed to be so much a matter 
of course, that it required no argument to 
support it. They stopped the constitution 
as a miller would stop a wind or a water- 
inill, and with as little consideration, The 
constitution was stopt and set a going, was 
commanded to march or tu halt, with as_ 
little ceremony as a colonel would use to- 
wards his battalion. He would not say 
this was wrong, but he wanted to know 
why it was right. It had been said that 
notoriety had been considered a good 
ground for voting a measure of this nature ; 
this might be very true when rebellion was 
at the doors of those who voted sucha mea- 
sure, but no such reason existed now, and 
no other was given for it. They had been 
told of a danger which was at present invi- 
sible; this put him in mind of a dancer, 
who was described as turning round so 
quick, that he could not be seen to turn; 
which led somebody to observe, that per- 
haps he did not turn round at all; so 
as to this invisble danger: people might 
suspect, as nothing could be seen, that 
there was, perhaps, no danger atall. In 
the present instance, however, the difficulty 
was greater. He might discover from the 
mere light of nature, for to that he was 
left, the necessity of the present measure ; 
but how was he to collect « from what 
ministers said? The whole of the infe- 
rence that was to be drawn from their re- 
presentations discountenanced the measure, 
He wished that ministers would tell them, 
when they should have made up their minds 
upon the subject, whether the late insur- 
rection was really a contemptible riot; a 
mere effervescence of the moment, and 
confined to the spot on which it originated, 
or whether it spread to greater extent, 
and had taken deep root in the country ? 
He wished that the hon. gentlemen on 
the other side of the house would deal 
fairly with them in that respect, and 
net, as at present, play fast and loose ; 
seeking to haye the benefit of suppositions 
both of which could not be true, like the 
student at ene of the universities, who, 
upon being asked whether the sum weit 
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round the earth, or the earth round the sun, 
answered, sometimes one and sometimes 
the other. So in the present case, some- 
times ministers said the insurrection was a 
contemptible ridét ; at others, it was of such 
magnitude as to require a martial law bill. 
How could the house act? If they voted 


for the bill, they must vote for it in spite. 


of the arguments of the ministers who sur- 
ported it, and whose description of the 
event, which made the basis of their meas 
sure, was at one time a figure of stature to 
reach the skies, and at another, shrunk, 
like the spirits in Pandemonium, to a 
pigmy size hardly capable of being dis- 
cerned. The vigour of the measure might, 
according to the opinion of a noble lord 
{Lord Castlereagh), be a recommendation, 
and serve better to fulfil that assurance, 
which he mentioned himself te have given 
{and which no one could deny, was fully 
made good in the present instance), viz. 
that there would be no want of vigorous 
legislation , in respect to the affairs of Ire- 
land. But whatever might be said of the 
vigour of this proceeding, which, without 
a moment’s consideration or a particle of 
evidence, puta great portion of the empire 
out of the protection of the constitution, 
he was afraid that much would not be said, 
or felt, of its kindness. It would be no 
great proof, either of our respect or sym- 
pathy for the people of Ireland, no good 
lustration of the advantages of the union, 
that we should be willing to exclude them 
for the time from the constitution, and put 
them under martial law, in circumstances 
of proof, in which no man would have 
ventured 4o hint at such a thing in respect 
to this country. Ministers might perhaps 
be satisfied with the panegyrics bestowed 
on these measures ; great powers must be 
applied to great occasions, and on this 
ground the principle of arbitrary power 
might do good; despotism was neither good 
nor bad in itself, and ifangels were always 
torule, there would be no objection to it ; 
but as this could not be the case, men 
were content to forego the advantages 
which a more direct and arbitrary use of 
power might confer, and to take up with 
the safer and slower operation of laws and 
free governments. In these measures they 
must look to the ministers who proposed 
them, and who were not entitled to con- 
fidence at all. If the statements of minis- 
ters were to be taken, these measures were 
not necessary. Here let the house recol- 
lect what took place in last July. Previous 
to the insurrection, they were told by mi- 
nhisters that Ireland was in a continual state 
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of improvement, and it was to be inferr 

that every danger ought to be thrown of 
their minds. Had any one, at that tim 
proposed a martial law bill, what would hate 
been thought of his conduct? Yet, why not} 
What had happened since, to change the 
determination of the house, or to render that 
necessary which was not necessary at the 
period above-mentioned? Up to the momen 
of the 23d of July, the house had been told 
that all was tranquil in Ireland, and th 
country in a state of daily improvement. 4 
few days subsequent to that date, news ar. 
rives, that an insurrection had broken out; 
that the lord chief justice had been murder. 
ed, and the capital been within an ace of 
being taken. In the first paroxysm of their 
fears, ministers speak out, describe the pro. 
ceeding as a dangerous rebellion, and call 
for an instant suspension of the habeas con 
pus, and for a martial law bill. As neithet 
of these measures were wanted, for any ob- 
ject at that moment depending, as one of them 
was a mere measure of general precaution, and 
the other (the martial law bill) could not be 
applied to the trials of those already appre. 
hended, with respect to all of whom, it was 
an ex post facto law, there seemed to be no 
reason, why, according to the ordinary prac. 
tice of Pathiament, the delay of a day should 
not be allowed for deliberation; a delay 
which would be nothing with respect to 
the measure, but was a great deal with re. 
spect to the better understanding the event, 
on which the measure was to be founded, 
On some subjects, an additional four-and- 
twenty hours could add nothing to out 
knowledge, nor be expected to make much 
change in our opinion, On the subject of 
the late peace, for instance, or of the French 
revolution, a man was not likely to think 
at the end of any four-and-twenty hours 
now taken, differently from what he had 
done at the beginning. It would be use 
less therefore to delay a decision, with a 
view to what such an interval might pro- 
duce. But, in the present case, four-and: 
Seat hours was nearly equal to the whole 
period that the event had been known to 
us, an event too, on which the letters of 
every post, were giving us further and bet- 
ter information. On these ideas he had 
urged, that after an assurance to his Ma 
jesty, of the determination of the house to 
support his Majesty against all dangers, and 
to adopt whatever measures should be ne 
cessary for that purpose, they should have 
paused till the next day, to determine what 
those measures ought tobe. This proposal 
was over-ruled, and he was treated as little 
less than a person disaffected, who, betore 
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abill was pased, such as the martial -law bill, 
could suggest the propriety of a momeént’s 
delay, till his Majesty’s ministers should 
have settled in their own minds, whether the 
event in question was a serious rebellion, 
or only an accidental riot. The decision 
was now made for an accidental riot. And 
it was declared, that from some causes ot 
other, from the security necessarily exer- 
cised, and which, it seems, have had the ef- 
fect, not only of intimidating’ and cutting 
of the usual effects of severity, but even of 
conciliating the disaffected, Ireland was in 
“a better state than ever, less filled with a 
disposition to mischief, and with better 
means of resisting, should any be attempted. 
The consequence of all this would seem to 
be, that a suspension of the habeas corpus, 
and a martial law bill, which were not 
necessary before the 23d of July, must be 
still further from being necessary now. And 
this inference was further confirmed, by the 
circumstance so. much insisted upon by mi+ 
nisters, that the powers granted at the pe- 
tiod alluded to, had never been acted upon, 
bat in one instance. He was the farthest 
from meaning to contend, that a power not 
acted upon, and a power not possessed, 
were one and the same thing; or, that a 
power known to be possessed, might not 
produce great effecis, even though it should 
never be called forth isto action. But, at 
least, it must be admitted, that a power so 
circumstanced, that is to say, which in the 
eourse of many months had never been 
wanted, or never used, was not one, which 
required such hasty proceedings, as those 
which took place at the period above referred 
to, or which could claim to be renewed, 
without one single fact or argument adduced 
toshew that it was necessary. If no facts or 
arguments were adduced, as little could it be 
said, that the house had any authority to act 
upon. The authority, if any, must be that 
of his Majesty's ministers; and what must 
their authority be held to be, whose total 
ignorance or criminal neglect had exposed 
the capital of part of the empire to be within 
an ace of being surprised, (he was glad to 
repeat the expression) at a moment when 
they were preaching every where the tran- 
quil state of the country. This topic, the 
hon. gentleman wished to get rid of, by a 
new kind of doctrine, namely, that nothing 
should be said of the conduct of ministers, 
unless produced in the shape of a distinct 
charge. He had no objection to distinct 
charges, wherever the magnitude of the ob- 
ject, the circumstances of the case, and the 
time of the house would admit of them; 
which latter consideration alone might, in 
Vox. IV. 
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the multitude of charges liable to be madz 
against the hoi. gentlemen, be a reason 
against that course. But however this might 
be, it would be a whimsical rule to lay 
down, that unless these charges, or until 
these charges were brought, no observations 
were to be made upon the conduct of men 
in public stations, even where their conduct 
furnished, as in the case before them, an 
argument essentially interwoven with the 
subject in discussion. The authority of mi- 
nisters constituted, in the present instance, 
all the public and parliamentary grounds 
which the house liad to stand upon. It was 
of some consequence, therefore, to ascertain 
what that authoritv was; and no single in- 
stance could better illustrate it, than that 
which was afforded by the 23d of July. He 
was amazed at the account which govern- 
ment Had finally resolved to give of that 
transaction.. They had to chuse between 
neglect and surprise. _ If they Knew nothing 
of what was coming on, if they were really 
in the opinions, which they thought proper 
to profess, that all was tranquil in Ireland, 
and nothing meditating against the governs 
ment, then they were surprized, and must 
take the shame which belong: to that con- 
fession. If, on the contrary, they chose to 
disclaim this ignorance of the state of the 
country, and this want of information as te 
what was passing under their noses, then 
they must confess a degree of neglect, not 
merely disgraceful, but such as was in ihe 
strictest sense criminal ‘To his utter asto« 
nishment they made their election for the 
neglect. Having the choice of two inter- 
pretations, being returned, as it were, for two 
places, the ene which they chose, the one for 
which they finally took their seat, was that 
which put them in the situation of declaring, 
that knowing the mischief to be coming on, 
knowing that an insurrection was likely to 
take place, they calmly and advisedly suffer- 
ed it to take its course, neglecting those pre- 
cautions, which would have saved the life of 
the chief justice, and bave put the city in 
a state of perfect secur'ty ; instead of leaving 
it, as they did, to be preserved by the merest 
chance from falling into the bands of the 
rebels. This account of the transaction, as 
given by the hon. gentleman, was striking 
in the first instance, from the utrer impos- 
sibility of reconciling it with known and ace 
knowledged facts. It was not very easy to 
understand, how that could be otherwise than 
a surprize, which found the lord mayor with 
out notice ; the commander in chiei without” 
instructions, at least without permission 
t-eely to act upon his instructions ; the’ 
troops, in part, without ammunition; and 
” $ s 
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the lord lieutenant absent from the castle. 


He was prepared to say, that much of the. 


ammunition supplied to the yeomanry (troops 
that had their full share in what was done) 
was not brought to them till after the action 
had commenced, and when there was the 
most imminent risk, that both the ammuni- 
tion itself, as wetl as those who escorted it, 
would have been intercepted by the rebels. 
If this was not a surprize, he should be glad 
to know, what in the ministerial vocabulary 
was to be sodenominated. But the account 
was not less singular, if adopted by the hon. 
gentleman, on any principle of choice. On 
what possible supposition was the lord lieu- 
tenant's absence from the castle to be ac- 
counted for, if not on that of surprize, and 
of his being ignorant of the explosion which 
was about to take place? What! the lord 
lieutenant absent at his country house, at a 
moment when he knew that an insurrectioo 
was likely to break out in the city! And 
this the statement made by his friends! He 
could only say, in the words of Hamlet, 
* [would not hear thine enemy say so.’ He 
would not have so shocked the ears of a right 
hon. gentleman opposite to him (Mr. Yorke) 
or have so isolated his own convictions, ‘as to 
have advanced an opinion, pregnant with 
such injurious reflexions, to the noble lord 
at the head of the Irish government. But, 
in whatever way the fact was to be accounted 
for, to whichever change the government 
would choose to plead guilty, their authority 
upon the subject of Irish affairs was at an 
end. If the measure proposed was to be 
adopted, it must be, not in consequence of 
the representations made by government, but 
in spite of them. They had described the 
proceedings of the 23d of July as a con- 
temptible riot : that had declared the state of 
the country to have been improved by those 
proceedings, instead of being made worse. 
‘The best plea which they could urge, and 
one certainly which they would be able to 
make out, was, that they knew nothing of 
the matter. Yet, in this state of things, the 
house was called upon to vote a martial law 
bill, without a single proof adduced of the 
necessity of it, and upon grounds too that 
would equally serve for any other time as 
well as the present. For if this measure was 
to be, as a noble lord had declared, precau- 
tionary, and that that precaution was to be 
founded upon the mere fact of an insurrec- 
tion having broken out, this fact would con- 
tinue to be true to the end of time; and 
whenever it could be coupled with a war, 
might be made the foundation of a measure 
such 2s was then proposed. It was impos- 
sikle to say, how long, according to the pre- 
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sent mode of reasoning, its influence in that 
respect might last.—Upon the whole, the 
measure as now proposed, was utterly with. 
out foundation to stand on. What it might 
be in itself, was not so properly the object of 
inquiry. He could very well conceive, 
judging from views the very reverse of those 
commonly held out by the hon. gentlemen, 
that the course proposed, desperate as it was, 
might be necessary. He was afraid, at least, 
in so critical a case, to say that it was not so, 
Contrary, therefore, to the general rule, which 
would direct in every case, and still more in 
one like the present, the rejeetion of every 
measure, of which no strong reason had been 
urged for the support, he should acquiesce 
in the one now proposed, protesting against 
the manner in which it had been brought for. 
ward, and begging to have it understood, 
that so far as he might concur in it, it was 
for reasons wholly different from those which 
could be derived from the language or con- 
duct of the hon. gentlemen. 

The Chancellor of the Exchcquer.—Sir; 
in the observations which I feel it my duty 
to offer to the house, it is my intention 1% 
follow the example set me by my noble 
friend near me (lord Castlereagh) and to 
sever the consideration of the conduct of the 
Irish government, respecting the insurrection 
of the 23d of July, from the merits of the 
measure now before the house ; and to make 
that conduct, whatever it may have been, the 
subject of a distinct charge. However, as.it 
has been, in this instance, brought into view, 
I think it necessary most distinctly to declare 
my opinion, that the proceedings of the high 
characters, to whom the management of Irish 
affairs are entrusted, will be found to have 
been, in the instance alluded to, perfectly jus- 
tifiable ; that they acted with the most laud. 
able judgment; that they had procured full 
information of the plan of the insurrection, 
and had provided means amply adequate to 
defeat its object. That the lord lieutenant, 
after having taken every necessary precaus 
tion, thought proper to retire to his seat in 
the Phoenix-park, I am ready to admit ;_ but 
that such retirement betrayed any degree of 


inattention to the wants or security of the 
state and the city of Dublin, 1 do most de-, 


cidedly contradict, because I am satisfied, 
that every measure was taken, that the most 


deliberate investigation, and the most active 
vigilance could suggest. The civil power. 
was prepared, and the army, as was seen by 


the result of the insurrection, was in a come 
plete state of readiness, The superintendant 
magistrate of Dublin, was, at an early period 
of the day on which the insurrection took 
place, apprised by the Irish government, that 
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uch an event was expectéd, and the police. 


of Dublin was in consequence prepared. 
The right hon. gentleman who has just sat 
‘down is, therefore, unfounded in the assér- 
tien, that no communication whatéver was 
made of the design of the rebels to the civil 

ower, until the very moment the rebellion 
broke out. The lord-lieutenant of Ireland 
having taken every proper step of preparation 
for the public security, there was one other 
important object to which it was the duty of 
his excellency to attend, namely, to guard 
against popular alarm, by avoiding any osten- 
tatious proceeding that might betray exag- 
gerated fear; for such a conduct, he must 
be aware, would tend to encourage the 
tebels, by inducing them to think more 
highly of their own powers, and perhaps to 
throw the city of Dublin into a state of con- 
sternation that might weaken their power, 
and diminish their competency to resist the 
danger. Such effects would have very pro- 
bably arisen, had the lotd lieutenant declined 
going, according to his usual habit, to his 
‘seat in the park. I, therefore, ami warranted 
in contending, that it was wise in the lord 
‘lieutenant to return to his country house, 
and not to remain in the metropolis, which 
would have given rise to reports and conjec- 
tures, dangerous in their nature and conse- 
quences. But having made these statements, 
in answer to the assertions of the right hon. 
gentleman, [ must oncé more remark, that 
they have no connexion whatever with the 
question before the house, which is simply 
this, whether it is expédietit to continue the 
‘act under consideration without the preli- 
minary proceeding of an inquiry before a 
committee, as to the necessity which calls 
for it. To the appointment of such a com- 
mittee, I must object, because the necessity 
is obvious, and because the same measure of 
precaution, which this bill proposes, has, in 
many instances, been adopted without any 
previous inquiry. It was so on the first sus- 
pension of the habeas corpus act, at the com- 
meticement of the last war, and on several 
other occasions, which must be within the 
recollection of the hon. gentleman on the 
ther side, and in most of which, theright 
hon. gentleman, who last’ addressed the 
liolise, took a very active part; and his hon. 
friend, who sat néar him (Mr. Elliot) was 
Not less active, in similar cases, as a member 
of the Irish parliament. From such gentle- 
men, therefore, the loud call for inquiry into 
the grouinds of necessity which pressed for 
this measure, which aré notorious, and 
tertainly much stronger than at any of the 
Vatious: periods when a like proceeding was 
Tesorted to, comes with a very ill grace, and 
Must excite some astonishment on the score 
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of consistency. When the martial law’ bill 
was continued immediately after the union, 
no inquiry such as that now demanded took 
place. Parliament acceded to the bill then, 
on the assurance of the representatives of 


Ireland, that it was proper and necessary. 


The right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) was 
then in office, and joined in resisting the pro- 
position of inquiry, and indeed one’s surprize 
at his present recommendations is aggravated 
by the recollection of the arguments he then 
employed to justify his opposition to inquiry ; 
arguments founded entirely on the known 


‘circumstances of the times and of the Irish 


nation ; and can the right hon, gent. I will 
ask, pretend to maintain, that those circum- 
stances were by any means so strong as the 
present time offered, a time when invasion 
is impending and disaffection is actually ex- 
isting in Ireland? Why then, in such a 
state of our affairs, should the right hon. 
gent. persist in arguing, that no such measure 
as that which he himself supported spon 
much less ground of necessity, ought to be 
introduced to the house without the preli- 
minary of acommittee of inquiry ? In July, 
the house assented to the enactment of this 
law, upon the authority of a message from 
the throne, and the lord-lieutenant’s procla- 
mation respecting the rebellion, which re- 
ferred to the massacre of Lord Kilwarden. 
Since then the details of the several trials 
had furnished the house and the country 
with the most satisfactory evidence of the 
necessity of the proceedings. But the hon. 
gent. (Mr. Elliot) argued as if no rebel- 
lion or disaffection of any magnitude, suf- 
ficient to justify the grant of such extra- 
ordinary powers to the Irish government, did 
really exist, because the Irish attorney-gene- 
ral thought proper, in the course of his ad- 
dress to the jury on a particular trial, to 
describe the insurrection of the 23d of July 
as the desperate effort of a few turbulent 
men: but it cannot be admitted that 
such a description from any man, however 
respectable, should exclude all reference to 
the nature of the evidence. If such a doce 
trine were to obtain credit, it would lead to 
conclusions at once absurd and mischievous. 
If such language as that of the hon. gentle- 
men respecting the preference of the autho- 
rity of the attorney-general’s statement on 
the occasion alluded to, that of the wit- 
nesses examined on the several trials, was 
used by the judge on any of these trials: if, 
for instance, his lordship were to say to the 
jury, “ You are to attend to and form your 
judgment on the address of the attorney 
general, putting entirely out, of your minds 
the 7 wee of the evidence,” what, 3 
#562 
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beg to know from the honourable gentle- 
men themselves, would be their sentiments 
upon sucli a singular recommendation trom 
the bench? And yet their language in the 
course of the debate was of precisely a 
Simi'ar import. I make these observations 
merely to shew the sort of argument which 
tho.e hon. gentlemen are apt to use, when 
it suits their pleasure to oppose the propo- 
sitions of his majesty’s ministers. With 
respect to the expression in bis Majesty's 
speech, that tranquillity is happily restored 
in Ireland, I will say, that the justice of 
that statement is perfectly maintainable, 
without impairing in any degree, the force 
of the arguments now relied on for the re- 
enactment of the measure under discussion. 
Tt is known that the rebellion was put down, 
that :ts Isaders and the greater part of its 
principal agents have been brought to jus- 
tice, and that although much of disaffec- 
‘tion is understood to pervade the Irish nation, 
yet tranquillity nevertheless exists; but is 
not the existence of that tranquillity to be se- 
cured by precisely the same means to which 
“the country was indebted for its attainment, 
by the precautionary measures whick formed 
the subject of the present debate? And sure- 
ly it is not unfair or irrational to say, that 
‘these measure have contributed a large share 
“in restoring peace to Ireland, and that they 
will materially tend to preserve that peace 
we have the strongest reasons to believe. 
‘These is nothing in his Majesty's speech 
that implies an opinion that disaftection did 
fio: exist in Ireland ; or that it was not ne- 
cessary to invest the Irish government with 
the extraordinary powers of the bill before 
the house ; on the contrary, such powers 
were deemed essentially necessary, to enable 
that government effectually to repel an in- 
vading enemy, and to repress domestic trea- 
gov. In announcing the restoration of tran- 
quillity in Ireland, it was very natural for 
the paternal mind of his Majesty to feel, 
and bea-vo'ently to express a hope that, not- 
withstanding the disaffection that unbappily 
prevaile.!, his deluded ‘subjects would return 
yo their allegiance ; and this hope was, in a 
greatdegree, justified by the improvement 
which was known to have taken place in the 
public mind in Ireland ;’ but this improve- 
thent ws not such as to induce ministers to 
Believe’ thal it would as yet be sate to relax 
the powers’ of the fish government, for I 
am still of op'n':n tha’ a moch greater share 
of disaffec'ion at pfesent exists in Ireland, 
than ever did in this country at any of the 
Various periods when precautionary mea- 
$ures, similar to that aoder debate, were 
Very properly enacted, aud particularly du- 
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ring the right hon, gentleman's connexitg — was mat 
With the cabinet, That nothing has been § gpectabl 
conveyed by his Majesty's speech, so often rection 
teterred to, and so unjustly commented upop, & should 

_and that nothing has in any manner come propriet 
from his Majesty's ministers to contravepe™ the adoy 
the opinion that a great deal of disaffection ® and pr 
is to be found in Ireland, which rendem—™ dered s 
it necessary to arm the Irish government® itis the 
with extraordinary powers, I will most def se-enac 
cidedly maintain ; yet the right han. gent,§ proposi 
has. charged ministers with holding. one pus act 
kind of language at the commencement off in July 
the session, and another kind to support the noble Ic 
measure under consideration, with, accord try, w! 
sng to the right hon. gentleman's own of the 
phrase, ‘* riding fast and loose.” But inf cannot 
reply to the remark accusing ministers off fo. ado 
inconsistency with respect to the statement ihe lib 
of the rebellion, I must observe, that itis viction 
greatly exaggerated by the right hon. gen § which 
tleman ; that it is by no means so formidg:§ pied. 
ble as this discussion would imply, although® direct] 
it is of such a size and magnitude as to justify § lity of 
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the proceedings of the Irish government, 
and to call on a wise legislature for the ag 
sent so promptly given to the grant of pows 
ers which that government thought neces 
sary for the public safety, and to enable them 
to prevent an evil which, co-operating with 
the attacks and stratagems of an invading 
enemy, might be productive of incalculable 
mischief. With respect then to the amount 
and extent of the Irish rebeliion, I repeat 
that it is very far short of the description 
of the right hon. gentleman, but yet suffi. 
cient to render it the duty of government to 
bring forward the measure before the house, 
I will seriously ask aay man, whether the 
insurrectign of the 23d of July, was not the 
symptom of such a disposition, as might 
break forth, if not closely watched and guard- 
ed against, by the provisions of such a mea 
sure as the right hon. gentleman opposes? 
To remove all doubts of the necessity which 
he has questioned, it is enough to refer the 
right hon. gentleman to the evidence upon 
the several trials, which display so clearly 
the temper of the insurgents, to these facts, 
that are quite notorious to the country, and 
to the peculiar circumstances in which it is 
at present placed. After such a review, 
who can entertain a doubt of the propriety 
of taking immediate and vigorous measures 
to avert the calamities which the state. of 
things menace. Such indeed was the in 
fluence of those circumstances upon the 
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was matter of doubt with many of those re- 
spectable personages, even before the insur- 
rection of the 25d of July, whether they 
should. not state to government here, the 
propriety of recommending to Parliament 
theadoptian of precisely the same powers 
and. provisions which that insurrection ren- 
dered so essentially necessary, and which 
itis the object of the bill before the house to 
ye-enact. I know that the expediency of 
proposing the suspension of the habeas cor- 
pus act, previous to (he unfortunate event 
in July, was in the contemplation of the 
noble lord who held the seals in that coun- 
tty, who bad full opportunity of judging 
of the state of the public mind, and who 
cannot be suspected of any inclination 
fo. adopt a measure which would abridge 
the liberty of the subject, without the con- 
viction of strong necessity—a_ necessity 
which now exists too notoriously to be de- 
nied. The hon, gentlemen do not indeed 
directly deny it, but they call for the forma- 
Jity of evidence to prove it. What, can it be 
said, that at this crisis it is not necessary to 
‘give every possible strength to the executive 
government in Ireland, when it is recollect- 
ed that an enemy, who is ever active in bis 
exertions to annoy us, and who meditates an 
invasion, which, if he m:zans at all to exe- 
cute, Ireland is his object, and the season is 
now come when he will probably make the 
attempt? Under such circumstances, I will 
put it to the good sense of the House, whe- 
ther there can be any excuse for hesitating to 
accede to the motion in debate, and to give 
to the government of Ire‘and all the strength 
that is requisite to enable it to encounter 
with effect the danger with which that coun- 
try is threatened? I again call upon gentle- 
men to separate in their minds the question 
48 to the conduct of the Irish government in 
July, and the policy of assenting to the pre- 
sent measure; and in reply to the calls tor a 
prelininary inquiry into the grounds of ne- 
eessity, I answer, that notoriety, connected 
with the enemy's preparations and avowed 
objects, furnish sufficient grounds to sustain 
the assertion, that circumstances imperiously 
demand such measures as ministers have on 
this occasion submitted to Parliament; and I 
can shew, from a retrospect of the conduct 
of the legislature for the last ten years, that 
Notoriety was held in several instances as a 
sufficient ground to justify the introduction 
of bills to suspend the Habeas Corpus Act, 
and that too in cases which were defended 
by the right hon. gentleman who spoke last, 
aad where the notoriety was far from being 
4% strong as that which exists at present, 
As to the principle of appointing a Commit~ 
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tee of Inquiry, I perfectly agree in the opi+ 
nion of my noble friend (Lord Castlereagh), 
that such appointments should not be made 
on light grounds. The House is bound to 
avoid it, unless the necessity should be ur- 
gent, and unless the result of such inquiry 
should promise to be satisfactory, by fully 
gratifying the just curiosity of the House. 
But, if io the present case a committee of 
inquiry were appointed, it must be a confi- 
dential committee, and it would be quite 
competent to ministers, although with some 
difficulty, to lay before such a committee, 
such materials as would be sufficient to con- 
vince their minds of the necessity which 
called for the measures under consideration ; 
but still the report cotld not afford to the 
hon. gentlemen, who were so anxious for 
the committee, the satisfaction they seemed 
to desire; for such a report aust necessarily 
be ‘general as to the necessity, before it could 
go into such a specification as the hon. gen- 
tlemen demanded, without. revealing the 
communication confidentially made to the 
committee; a communication which would 
lead to the most serious mischief. ‘lhere is 
in fact no detailed information upon this 
point, which it would not be injurious to 
publish: therefore, there ,is nothing which, 
consistently with prudence, the hon. gentle- 
men could obtain from the report.of a com- 
mittee, which they have not already; name- 
ly, a statement in/ general terms of that nes 
cessity, the pressure of which is quite ma- 
nifest, and from these considerations I shall 
resist the preliminary which the hon. gentlee 
men wish for previous to giving their assent 
t» the motion of my right hon. friend. — 
With regard to the allusions made to the, 
peace of Amiens, as at all tending to pro- 
duce the present state of things, I will ever 
continue to repel the charge which upon that 
ground has so often been levelled at his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers, and contend that very difs 
ferent consequences are deducible from that 
treaty to those which the right hon. gentle. 
man who has just sat down, and his friends, 
are in the habit of ascribing to it. Ministers, 
I am confident, have never had reason to fee} 
any regret for the advice. which, upon the 
occasion of that treaty, they thought it their 
duty to offer to his Majesty.— With respect 
to the proposition before the House, I con- 
tend, that none of the objections advanced 
against it are tenable upon sound principles 
of reasoning, or upon precedent; particular- 
ly upon the precedents of late years, when 
the melancholy necessity for similar mea- 
sures has so often occurred.—There is one 
circumstance I have yet to mention, which, 





in my mind, is worthy of great attention. It 
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-is rather singular, that in the last session of 
parliament, most of the gentlemen jn this 
House belonging to Ireland, gave strong as- 
surances, that the mind and disposition of 
the great mass of the Irish people were much 
improved and alienated from discontent 
and disaffection. From that opinion, how- 
ever, one gentleman, and one geutleman 
only, dissented ; and it is now but three 
days ago, that the gentleman to whom I al- 
lude, (Mr. J. C. Beresford) took the oppor- 
tunity of correcting his mistake, and de- 
claring that his opmion had undergone a 
complete change; and notwithstanding that 
alteration of sentiment, his observations 
strongly tended to enforce the necessity of the 
present dill. For although he says he is con- 
vinced of the improversent which has taken 
place in the public mind, yet he urges the 
adoption of this measure, as absolutely nc- 
cessary to preserve the tranquillity of all the 
loyal people of property in Ireland. I beg 
pardon, Sir, for having detained the House 
so long upon a subject, which I could not 
imagine would have experienced so serious 
an opposition; and [ have only.to state my 
conscientious conviction, that it is indispen- 
sably requisite for the present safety of that 
part of the United Kingdom. 

Mr. Wilberforce expressed his opinion 
upon the grand distinction which should be 
made be:ween the civil and military code: 
that there was no ground of doubt why the 
measure should not be carried into effect. In 
the organization, breaking out, and progress 
of past insurrection, he found a complete jus- 
tification for voting in the affirmative. With 
respect to the argument set up bya right 
hon. gentleman, that some grounds should 
be stated to the House, it was only necessary 
for him to remark, that the bill was support- 
ed by the same constitutional system which 
eriabled his Majesty to proclaim martial law, 
and to call.for the aid of all his subjects in 
case of the enemy's landing. He did not 
coincide in the sentiments of the right hon. 
gentleman, who had argued, that a despotic 
government would be the best of all govern- 
ments, if administered by angels. For his 
own part, he was convinced that the nature 
of despotism was so bad, and tended so much 
to corruption, that he preferred the British 
constitution, administered even as it was, to 
the despotic government of angels. He 
thought the House-was called upon 'to bestow 
the most serious consideration upon the state 
of Ireland: for it was a melanclicly reflee- 
tion, that a country which had been con- 
nected for several hundred years with this, 
enjoying the same benefits, and iri possession 
of the same constitution, should be afflicted 
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with such evils and calamities. The causy 
of its distresses were certainly well worthy; 
the mature consideration of the British Py, 
liament. He felt himself called upon 4 
say, that the wisdom, benevolence, and ji, 
tice of Parliament, could not be more i, 
gently required. He hoped no temporay 
expedients would be resorted to, but thaty 
wise, liberal, and enlarged system of polity 
would be adopted, which might make th 
people of that country permanently happy, 

Dr. Laurence, atter expressing his agra, 
ment with the concluding sentiments of thy 
last speaker, vindicated his right hon. friend 
(Mr. Windham) from the charge of incop. 
sistency. With regard to the suspension 
the Habeas Corpus Act, it was a measure ¢ 
a very different mature from the present, 
That was a measure of precaution, this of 
punishment, and of punishment in a manng 
which was looked upon by the constitution 
with peculiar jealousy. It was barely tole 
rated, never praised, An assertion had been 
made that similar bills had been passed by 
the United Parliament without enquity, 
This assertion was not borne out by the fact, 
He had himself on a former occasion voted 
tor the measure, because, from the proclé 
mation, he was led to believe that a neces 
sity existed.. But, what document was there 
before the House to prove the existence d 
any such necessity at this moment? ‘The evi- 
dence, such as it was, Jed to a contrary com 
clusion. It was now .acknowledged, that 
the murder of Lord Kilwarden was not the 
effect of a premeditated plan, but had taken 
place from his being the first person who 
was presented to the fury of the mob. Bat 
it was on the ground of the law being mote 
directly struck at in the person of one of its 
chief administrators, that he had voted for the 
Martial Law Bill. On the other side, a hope 
had been expressed by his Majesty, that his 
deluded subjects were returning to a state of 
obedience. By one gentleman the notoriety 
of the necessity had been urged; by atiother 
it had been stated, that dn invisible necessity 
existed. (Lord Castlereagh here said; that 
he had not called it an invisible necessity, he 
had said, that there was a necessity though 
not visible.) The hon, niember then pro 
ceeded, to say, that he would leave the no 
ble lord to explain to the House the distint- 
tion, and, in compliment to him, would ws 
the term rion-visible, instead of invisible. 
The necessity was not visible, and thé no 
toriety which had been mentiotied was; lie 
supposed, not audible. Tlie law, it was dt 
knowledgéd; had never béeh acted upot, 
but in oné solitary instance, and in that of 
instance he would assert; that it hdd bee 
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misapplied. It had been directed to the pu- 
nishment of a man who had attempted to se- 
duce the soldiers from their allegiance; an 
act, Which, though perhaps, even more cri- 
minal than open violence, did not come 
within the meaning of the statute. The 
hon. member noticed the assertion made by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that it had 
been in the contemplation of some members 
of the Irish government to propose the 
enactment of Martial Law previous to the 
23d of July, and he contrasted it with the 
declaration of the right hon. gent. only five 
days before the insurrection, that there was 
more loyalty in Ireland than ever, and that 
tranquillity was perfectly secure. Should a 
distinct enquiry into the business of the 23d 
of July ever take place, he hoped the right 
hon. gentleman would take for his defence, 
ground a little more tenable than that on 
which he stood at present. With respect to 
the measure now before the House, he wish- 
ed-the House to consider what had been the 
policy of our ancestors, when called upon for 
extraordinary :powers, even under circum- 
stances..of great danger. In the reign of 
Edward IJI. ministers came to the House 
for advice, and stated, that in divers coun- 
ties, cities, and towns, ill-disposed men had 
leagued together, and sworn, when they 
should receive news agreeable to their de- 
sires, to rise, to rob and murder their neigh- 
bours, and procure .a general insurrection 
throughout the land. ‘Lhis was at a period 
when the King was with his army in France, 
and the news, which was desired by the ill- 
disposed, was no less than the ruin of that 
army, atthe head of which was the Sove- 
reign. In this situation what was done by 
the House of Commons? Did it declare 
martial law? No.. It answered, that if the 
guardians of the peace were not capable of 
performing their duty, they must be rein- 
forced by others more sufficient, and that 
no persons arrested must be released on bail 
till they were delivered by persons of suffi- 
iency, and the most respectable of the 
‘Country, such as knights and serjeants. This 
last clause was in effect a mitigated suspen- 
‘Sion of the Habeas Corpus Act. Such was 
“the wisdom of our ancestors. Here was no 
<Tecourse to martial law, a sort of law, which, 
even in its best form, was alien to the con- 
stitution. But, the martial law they were 
now called on to sanction, was of an aggra- 
vated nature. It had none of those checks 
Which had been carefully introduced into the 
old martial law to modify and. correct the 
Uralence of its operation. The learned mem- 
her then entered into a view of martial Jaw. 
It took its rise, he said, from the ancient 
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Courts of Chivalry, and the administration 
of it was originally presided over by a person 
professing thelaw. Under the Mutiny Bill, 
courts martial were to consist of thirteen 
officers, and one of them was to be a field- 
ofticer; thus preserving the appearance of a 
judge and jury. The culprit. too, was 
entitled to a copy of the proceedings and the 
sentence. In short, there had been always 
an endeavour to make the martial law as 
like the constitutional law as possible. In 
the present instance all these ideas were 
abandoned. Courts martial were allowed to’ 
be formed by asmaller number of officersy 
than, under the Mutiny Bill, was allowed. in’ 
any part of the British dominions, with the 
exception only of the slave coast and Botany 
Bay, where, from circumstances, it was im- 
possible to apply the general rule. From 
the first of these places, he was sure one 
hon. member (Mr. Wilberforce,) would not 
be ready to draw any precedent ; and he was 
himself, and he believed the House,;would 
be, as little disposed to take one from the 
second. It was utterly impossible to assign 
any reason why, in a country like Ireland, 
where so large an armywas stationed, sosmall a 
number of offices was allowed to forma court 
martial. A want of officers could certainly 
not be pleaded. ‘The learned member then 
urged the impolicy of suffering martial law. 
toremain in existence a moment longer than 
was absolutely necessary. To shorten the 
dominion of the sword, and to bring back 
society to its original state, had always been 
the wish of every wise legislator. In the 
opinion of mankind no disgrace attached to 
the memory of those who fell in a state of 
warfare. But very different was the case of 
those who suffered by the operation of the 
laws. A solemn verdict of persons, who 
perhaps, were their neighbours, of men 
without passion or prejudice, established 
their guilt, and their names were for ever 
branded with ignominy. This was felt by 
one of the leaders of the late insurrection 
(Emmet) when he was taken, and an apo- 
logy was made for his being hurt in the 
struggle, he replied, that every thing was 
fair in war; but when he was sentenced by 
a jury of his countrymen, his feclings were 
very different : conscious of the shame that 
was incurred by his end, he desired that no 


' man might write his epitaph. Having en- 


forced, at considerable length, the yarious 
heads of argument, the, hon, member con- 
cluded by expressing his disapprobation of 
the measure now before the House. 

General Loftus considered the bill before 
the House merely as a measure of precau- 


| tion, and by no means one upon which the 
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noble lord at the head of the administration 
in Ireland would be disposed to act without 
the most urgent and indispensable necessity. 
He knew that noble lord; and was convinced 
of his disposition. He ‘vas a member of the 
Irish parliament when a similar measure was 
originally enacted. He had the honour also 
of serving asa general on the staff in that 
country, when the noble lord opposite to him 
was chief secretary (Lord Castlereagh) ; and 
he could assure the House, that even then, 
when the country was very generally agita- 
ted by a rebellious disposition, martial law 
‘was only resorted to in those counties or dis+ 
tricts where the King’s judges: were prevent- 
ed by insurrection from going their regular 
Circuits, to carry into effect the common law 
of the land. The governmentof Ireland, he 
was well assured, would not resort to it but 
when it was found absolutely necessary for 
the preservation of the state. 

The Attorney General observed, that the 
whole of the hon. and learned gentleman's 
arguments were directed against the bill, as 
if it were intended to be carried into adop- 
tion permanently and universally throughout 
Ireland: whereas it was merely intended to 
be temporary, and only to be acted on in 
such places as those whereiu the ordinary 
process of the law should be impeded; so 
far, however, from its being a measure sub- 
versive of the common law, or tending to 
supersede generally the ordinary course of 
justice, it was in fact solely intended as a 
measure auxiliary to the common law, and 
tending to protect its administration by pro- 
ceeding in the summary process of martial 
Jaw in districts where rebellion or insurrec- 
tion should render the process of the ordi- 
nary law impracticable. He could not avoid 
considering the arguments this night offered 
against the adoption of this bill, as very ex- 
traordinary, considering the period at which, 
and the persons from whom, they came, and 
more especially from the right hon. gentle- 
man opposite to him, (Mr. Windbam,) who 
was a member of his Majesty’s government, 
when a measure exactly similar to the pre- 
sent was first introduced, and was: himself 
one of its most. strenuous advocates and de- 
fenders. The right hon. gentleman, this 
night, was loud and vehement in his repro- 
bation of this bill, and in his declaration, that 
it most undoubtedly was a measure which 
violated the constitution, and ought not to 
pass in the present posture of affairs. He 
remembered, however, when a similar mea- 
sure was proposed during the administration 
ef the right hon. gentleman; and when it 
was resisied by the opposition of that day, as 
one calculated to exasperate the people of 
Irelend, end to dispose them still mare to re- 
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bellion, the right hon. gentleman's langy 
was-—‘* who is it we are to conciliate? Js jt 


those who are conspiring in rebellion againg & 


us, arid against those whom we know to bg 
the loyal supporters and friends of govern. 
méat? In favour of whom is it that we arg 
called on to relax in exercising the power 
of. government? Js it in favour of traitors, 
to the abandonment of our loyal fellow sub. 
jects?” From this language of the right hon, 
gentleman, upon a former oceasion, he begs 
ged leave to farnish himself with argument 
this’ night in support of this bill; and he 
would ask if there was a loyal man this night 
in Ireland, who could conceive, from the 
passing of this bill, the most slight cause to 
abate in his loyalty and attachment to g0- 
vernment; and if, on the contrary, it would 
not be received as an additional pledge ‘to 
every loyal subject, of the care and protection 
of the government. He was clearly of opi- 
nion, that the people of Irelatid would not be 
satisfied that parliament had done its duty, 
if it were to separate without passing the 
measure. 

Mr. Windham wished the honourable and 
learned gentleman to consider, that if he 
meant to expose the opinions of any one, he 
must take care to state them correctly : for 
that otherwise the triumph which he would 
obtain, would be a triumph only over him. 
self. He (Mr. W.) had never said, that the 
measure in question, theugh proper in itself, 
ought to be rejected, because it would be 
complained of by those, on whom it was 
likely to operate. He had never said, as a 
foundation for such an opinion, that the 
measure in question was proper. On the 
other hand, he was as little inclined to say, 
that it was improper, What be complained 
of was, that proper or otherwise, the house 
was adopting it without proof, 

The Hon. C. Hely Hutchinson. —Sir, while 
I high!y admire the display of talent which 
has characterized this debate, I cannot but 
be of opinion, that many of the observations 
which have been made, might have been 
well spared. I confess, Sir, that T felt du- 
ting a great part of the discussion, as a 
parent who had been just deprived of 9 
beloved child, with the physician seated by 
me, detailing the circumstances, and re- 
minding me of the agonies under which my 
child had perished: whilst 1 eagerly watch- 
ed the opportunity to exclaim, ‘ spare me, 
Sir, this torturing and now unavailing nak 
rative; my child is gone—tiat loss is irre 
trievable : but, in the name of God, try and 
avert the ravages of a cruel disease from 
the rest of my family ;” and in the same 
manner should I be inclined to address the 
gentlemen of this House, “‘ no more of the 
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severity of this measure, of which happily 
for you, you cannot judge of the necessity 
‘by a reference to any thing which passes 
here. No more of the useless detail of the 
outrages and atrocities which have lately 
disgraced that unhanpy country; for her 
crimes and her sufferings she has much to 
mourn; but the past cannot be recalled : in 
the name of mercy then, save her from 
again plunging into the guilt of rebellion, 
and incurring its heavy penalties."—I per- 
fectly agree with those who consider the re- 
enactment of the present bills as a most ex- 
traordinary exertion of legislative power ; 
such a one, as in the judgment of a Briton 
may almost appear unconstitutional; but, 
Sir, the hon. gent. (Mr. Wilberforce) under 
the gallery, has given the true reason, why 
ameasure, which in this country would be 
exclaimed against as miost severe, becomes 
unfortunately necessary for Ireland; namely, 
that its state is not like that of England: 
no, Sir, there exists between the conditions 
of the two countries a melancholy dissimili- 
tude, aud it is only because I fear that the 
sad necessity exists for thus strengthening 
the hands of the executive in that country, 
that 1 am induced -to give my consent to 
the passing of the bills before the House; I 
do so in the hope, however, in the sanguine 
expectation, that the wisdom and justice of 
the United Parliament towards Ireland, will, 
at length, confer upon her those blessings to 


which sbe anxiously, and I must be allowed - 


to add, justly looks; and that, by devising 
for her a system of extensive and harmoniz- 
ed polity, such as will ensyre for the future 
the happiness and'tranquillity of that peo- 
ple, a recurrence to such measures as these 
before us, will be rendered unnecessary at 
any future period. —I will not rake up the 
ashes of the dead, for the purpose of accus- 
ing your ancestors of cruelty and impolicy 
i the system they had adopted towards Ire- 
land; I am ready with my countrymen to 
forget our sufferings, and to forgive our op- 
pressors ; and I do most solemnly declare, 
that in looking wistfully to the future, I 
haye no object but the prosperity of my 
country, and the consolidated strength of the 
empire.—~The proper subject for the con- 
sideration of Parliament is speedily to in- 
quire as to what ougha to be done to ame- 
liorate the situation of Ireland. - It has been 
observed during the debate, that “‘ an im- 
provement had taken place in the public 
mind, and that a better disposition was ra- 
pidly growing up there;” but I caution 
gentlemen not to allow themselves to be de- 
ceived as to the nature of that disposition : 
true, indeed ; it waa an increasing and im- 
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proving dispotition as against Buonaparté 
and his accursed satellites; but it did not, 
therefore, incline the more favourably to- 
wards a system truly vicious and defective, 
and approved by no honest, thinking man. 
The inhabitants of Ireland, when by. the 
Union they joined their fate with that of 
Britain, were, indeed, taught to anticipate 
the blessings, as a noble lord (Castlereagh) 
has justly observed, which would result from 
such a connexion; but I positively deny, 
that in these their expectations, they have 
been satisfied : on the contrary, they have not 
advanced one step towards their accom- 
plishment ; it would, therefore, be prepos 
terous to suppose, and most wicked to at- 
tempt to induce the House to believe, that 
there was a growing disposition of content 
and satisfaction, when there was every 
ground for the reverse ; and I implore gen- 
tlemen not to be persuaded into any such ° 
most dangerous opinion. —We who are de- 
puted on the part of Ireland to assert her 
rights, to uphold her interests, and to en- 
force her claims, appear amongst you, in 
consequence of the most solemn engage- 
ments made to us on the part of your King 
and of the Nation.—I complain of the neg- 
lect and duplicity of the present ministers, 
which, if not calculated to alienate the. af- 
fections, have, at least, marred the hopes ; 
but I trust not irrevocably destroyed the 
confidence of the Irish people. I trust it is 
not in the power of those who have proffer- 
ed Union to be the cause of separation, 
and having sworn to uphold the throne of 
their Sovereign and Master, they will not, 
1 hope, be satfered by their conduct to en- 
danger the integrity of his empire. The re- 
sponsibility they have incurred is possibly 
more than they are aware of. They are not 
to compare themselves with any other mi- 
nister who had ever had to advise as to the 
management of Ireland; and should they , 
persevere in their neglect and indifference 
to the interests of that country, he should 
hope to see them one day at the bar of aflo- 
ther house, where the penalties, however 
heavy, which they might incur, would be 
but a poor and inadequate atonement for 
the mischiefs which the prosecution of their 
present sysiem is likely to entail upon the 
United Empire.—I venture to hope, that as 
so many gent!emen have so humanely ad- 
verted to Ireland, and have manifested a 
generous interest in her fate, that the House 
will speedily consider the meaus of reliey- 
ing her; that while they give ‘additional 
strength to the executive, they will, at the 
same time, think of administering some 
comfort to the people; for surely it is not 
wwe 
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unbecoming the dignity of any govern-. 
ment, or the wisdom of any legislature, to 
prove that it combines the power to repress 


rebellion, with the determined disposition | 


‘to remove all ground of complaint and dis- 
satisfaction. Such is the course which any 
good government would gladly pursue, and 
which ministers, were they actuated by the 
principles of humanity, and an unnarrowed 
attachment to the entire of the empire, they 
would not fail immediately to adopt —The 
question was. then put and carried.; the bill 
was read a second time, and ordered to be 
committed to a Committee of the whole 
House to-morrow. 

[Bank RESTRICTION BILL.]—Mr. Sar- 
gent brought up the Report of the Bank of 
England Restriction Bill. On reading the 
amendment, which makes the duration of 
the Bill six months after the conclusion of 
peace, 

Sir William Elford called the attention of 
the House to an important alteration in this 
bill from that of the last: year, which took 
place in a very thin committee on Saturday 
last. It was in filling up the blank for the 
duration of the bill, by the insertion of the 
words ‘ six months” after the ratification of 
the Treaty of Peace, instead of “six weeks,” 
which was. the time expressed in the last 
bill. He did not mean to oppose the altera- 
tion, but felt it his duty to call the attention 
of the House, as it had been made in so very 
thin a committee, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer admitted, 
_ that the alteration alladed to by the hon. 
* member, was certainly important; but he 
trusted the House would agree with him that 
it was also necessary. It had been thought 
inconvenient to make the bill continue only 
for six weeks after peace, because, if that 
should happen in the recess, and it should 
be found inconvenient to allow the Bank to 
pay off in cach so soon afterwards, Parlia- 
ment must assemble for that very purpose; 
whereas, if Parliament should be sitting, and 
six months should appear too long, the time 
might be shortened, tor there was power to 
vary or repeal the bill at any time, containedin 
the bill itself.—After a few words from Mr. 
Vansittart and Mr. Swann, the amendment 
was agreedto. The bill was ordered to be 
ingrossed, and read a third time to-morrow, 
it then engrossed. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, December 6. 


Counsel were heard in continuation, and 
finally, respecting the Scotch Appeal, Chris- 
tte y. Proudfoot, viz, Messrs, Romilly and 
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Nolan, on the part of the Respondant, and 
Mr. Adam for the Appellant, jn reply.—Af. 


ter the arguments of Counsel were conclud. 
ed, the Lord Chancellor moved for the Af. 


firmation of the Decree, with 60]. costs, 
which was ordered aceordingly.—Lord Wal. 


singham moved the first reading of the Sea- 


men's Habeas Corpus Bill, which took place 
accordingly, and afterwards that the bill be 
printed for the use of their Lordships. Ordef- 
ed.— Mr. Graham presented at the bar an ac- 
count of the state of convicts on board the hulks 
at Woolwich and at Portsmouth, from Christ- 
mas 1802, until Michaelmas Jast.—Mr. Ro» 
binson, from the London Wet Docks Com. 
pany, presented an account of the receipts 
and disbursements of the same for one year, 
being from the Ist of June 1802, to the 31st 
of May 1803, both, inclusive: and also, a 
copy of a report of the Board of Directors 
thereon.—These documents were severally 
ordered to lie on the table, and at six o'clock 
the House adjourned till to-morrow. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, December 6. 


(Minures.]—Mr. Graham, Inspector of 
Convicts on the river Thames, presented an 
account of the state of the hulks from 
Christmas to Michaelmas. Ordered to lie 
on the table.—Mr. Robinson, from the Lon. 
don Dock Company, presented an account 
of receipts and disbursements, from the 1st 
of June 1802 to the 31st of May 1603. Or- 


dered to lie on the table-—Mr. Johnson § 


from the office of the Chief Secretary in Ire- 
land, presented an account of the distribu- 
tion of the sum of 500,000l. voted last ses- 
sion to the Directors of Inland Navigation 
in Ireland, and of: the different sums grant: 
ed to Grand Juries, which were. ordered to 
lie on the table.—Sir F. Burdett brought up 
the Report of the Committee on the Peti- 
tion of the Parish of St. Pancras, which 
was read and agreed to, anda bill ordered, 
--The Secretary at War appeared at the bar 
and stated, that he was commanded by his 
Majesty to acquaint the House, that his Ma- 
jesty had -caused Major-General Napper 
Christie Burton to be put under an arrest, 
for a breach of military discipline. —He then 
moved, that an humble Address be present. 
ed to his Majesty, thanking his Majesty for 
his most gracious communication, and for 


- his tender regard for the privileges of that 


House. Ordered.—Mr. Secretary Yorke 
moved, in pursuance of an order of the day, 
that the House should go into a Committee 
on the Irish Habeas Corpus Suspension Bill, 
The bill haying gone through the oni 

the 
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the report was brought up, and ordered to 
be received to-morrow.—Mr. Secretary 
Yorke moved also, that the House do go into 
a Committee on the Irish Martial Law Bill. 
The House having accordingly resolved into 


the committee, and the clauses having been. 


filled up, the report was brought up, and 
ordered to be received to-morrow.—The Re- 
port of the Committee of Supply of yester- 
day on the Transport Service, &c. was brought 
up, and the Resolutions read, and agreed to. 
—The Indemnity Bill, after a clause was 
received into it, on the motion of Mr. Corry, 
extending the provisions to Ireland, past a 
Committee of the whole House, and the 
report was ordered to be received to-mor- 
row morning.—The Irish Sugar Bounty Bill 
went through the same stage.—The Bill to 
prohibit Distillation from Oats in Ireland 
was read a first time, and ordered to be read 
a second time to-morrow.—As also the Por- 
togal Wine Bonding Duty Bill.—The Bank 
of England Restriction Bill was read a third 
time and past.——-The Malt Duty Bill was 
read a second time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole House 
to-morrow morning. The Irish Small 
Note Suspension Bill went through the 
same progress. The Five Million Exche- 
quer Loan Bill went also through the same 
progress. The Irish Corn, Potatoe, and 
Provision Bills, in like manner, past the 
same stage. As did also the Curates’ Re- 
‘lief Bill, and the English Sugar Drawback 
Bill. 

[In1sH BANK RESTRICTION BILL.J]—Mr. 
Corry moved the order of the day for the se- 


cond reading of the Irish Bank Restriction , 


Bill; and on the motion that the bill be now 
read a second time, 

Lord Archibald Hamilton rose. He said, 
he did not see any reason why the restriction 
of payments in specie should be continued, 
either on the Bank of England or Ireland, to 
the protracted period of six months after the 
ratification of the preliminaries of peace. 
Jt must be obvious, his lordship thought, to 
every person, that the paper currency of Ire- 
land was already‘carried to an alarming ex- 
tent. It was his intention, he said, to move 
in the committee, that there should be a re- 
striction of paper circulation in Ireland, and 
thatthe Directors of that Bank should be 
made responsible for the issues they should 
make. 

Mr. Corry, in reply to the noble lord, ad- 
mitted that it was, no doubt, a subject of re- 
gtet, that the paper currency of Ireland was 
carried to such an extent. He was ready to 
admit this; but, at the same time, he thought 
the noble lord had better delay any motion 
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of that kind till a more advanced period of 
the session. Many of the members from 
Ireland were now absent, being engaged on 
account of the peculiarity of the times, and 
of the situation of their native country, in 
their military avocations. Their absence, 
from such ostensible and laudable motives, 
would be readily admitted by every man as 
highly to their honour. He had no objec- 
tion that this subject should be brought be- 
fore the House ; but he thought it was only 
fair, that a discussion of this kind should not 
be entered into in the absence of those gen- 
tlemen, who were most concerned, and who 
were most likely to understand the subject. 
It was probable that, after the recess, many 
of the Irish members would be able to attend 
the House. The hon. gentleman, proposed, 
therefore, to refer the business till a distant 
period, when such gentlemen might be pre- 
sent, and when accounts might be produced 
for that purpo:e. The hon. gentleman also, 
he said, would be enabled by sucha delay 
to make up his mind upon the subject.— He 
concluded by moving, that the bill be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole House} 
on Monday, the 13th of February.—Agreed 
to. 

fOrpex For Cor. Grant's ATTEN- 
paNcg.]—Colonel F. WV. Grant, who, on 
account of his absence on the Waterford 
Committee, had been ordered to attend in 
his place to-morrow, rose, and expressed his 
regret that he had given any trouble to the 
House. He stated, that it had been his ine 
tention, notwithstanding his military avoca- 
tions, to attend, if absolutely necessary, on 
his daties connected with that House. From 
corresponding, however, with a friend in 
London, he was led to understand, that elec- 
tion committees were necessarily dissolved 
at the termination of the session, and that 
consequently his attendance on the Water- 
ford Committee was no longer necessary. 
The failure of daty of which he had been 
guilty had arisen from this misapprehension, 
and not from any intention to transgress the 
regulations of the House. The moment, he 
said, he had received the order of that House 
for his attendance, he had set out from Dune 
dee, where his regiment was now stationed, 
and where it would be necessary for him to 
return immediately. His military duties were 
of an imperious nature. He relied, there- 
fore, on the indulgence of the House, and 
hoped they would attribute his absence, not 
to any want of respect for the House, or to 
any tendency to neglect his duty, but to the 
misapprehensions he had already stated, and 
the imperious commands of military duty. 

The Speaker stated, that it was usual, in 
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stich. cases for the House to say, whether 
they ‘were satisfied with the apology or not, 
and then either to discharge the gentleman 
from attendance on the committee, if satis- 
fied; or, if not satisfied with the gentleman's 
apology, the House would order his atten- 
dance to-morrow, as formerly. 

Mr. Plumer rose and moved, “ that, in 
consequence of the hon. gentleman's apo- 
logy, the order for his attendance to-morrow 
be discharged.”"-—-The motion was agreed 
to, and the order was discharged accord- 
ingly.——Colonel Grant returned his sin- 
cere thanks to the House for their indul- 
gence, 

{Easr Inp1a Bowns. ]—Lord Castlereagh 
moved the order of the day, for the House to 
resolve itself into a committee on the bill for 
regulating the rate of interest on the bonds 
issued by the East India Company. On the 
motion, that the Speaker do now leave the 
chair, 

Mr. Dent rose, not t¢ oppose the commit- 
tal of the bill, but to call the attention of the 
House to the principal feature of it, which 
he considered rather extraordinary, as giving 
an indulgence to the East India Company, 
which he thought extremely partial, and one 
from which every individual and corporate 
body in this kingdom, was precluded. A few 
nights since, the hon. Secretary of the Trea- 


sury, in answer to a question put tohim by 
an hon, member on his side of the House, 
respecting the tax on property and income, 
amongst other things bad declared it to be 
the intention of. government, to go through 
with the assessment of the tax, during the 
present year, in the manner prescribed by the 


existing bill. Now the present bill intro- 
duced by the nob'e Jord, was calculated to 
affect, by a side wind, an exemption of the 
bonds of the India Company from the Jaw 
to which every other species of public stock 
was liable; and, consequently, to give those 
bonds a considerable advantage at market, 
over Exchequer Bills and every other species 
- of stock; for the whole of the interest pay- 
able on Exchequer Bills, amounted to 
51. 6s, 3d. per cent. per ann, payable year- 
ly, and he could see no reason why an ex- 
emption should be extended to India Bonds, 
which would give them a preference at mar- 
ket over Exchequer Bills, seeing that they 
engaged a preference by the interest thereon 
being paid half-yearly. At least, if such an 
exemption as this was given to the public 
fands of the India Company, with a privi- 
lege of borrowing at such an extraordinary 
advance of interest, he could see no right in 
precluding other corporations from a similar 
advantage, aes 


. 
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Lord Castlereagh rose, and, in answer to. 
that part of Mr, Dent’s speech which refer. 
red to the Income Tax, said, that the decla. 
ration of his hon. friend neither had, nop 
ought to have, any reference to the affairs 
of the East-India Company ; and he trusted 
that the House would not consider, at the 
present crisis, that any regulations which hig 
Majesty’s ministers might deem necessary 
in assessing the Income Tax upon the pro. 
perty of individuals, ought to stand in the 
way of an important and necessary regula. 
tion, most materially interesting to the funds 
of a great commercial company, with the 
success of whose concerns the public reve. 
nues of this country were so deeply interest. 
ed. He begged to call the attention of the 
House to the annual amount of the revenue 
paid to this country by the East-India 
Company, amounting, on an average, to 
£3,226,000 annually; and he trusted the 
House would feel too sensibly the import. 
ance of that concern which the country 
must have in the welfare of a company 
yielding such important aid to the state, to 
refuse, on light or trivial grounds, its assent 
to such regulations in the management of 
their funds and capital, as should be abso. 
lutely necessary to carry on their commer- 
cial concerns, under the present circum. 
stances of the empire, without material dis 
advantage: for it was the province of the 
East-India Company, even under all the 
vicissitudes and disadvantages of war, to 
promote the commercial prosperity of the 
country in the most distant quarters of the 
globe ; and this was not to be done unless 
they were enabled to keep a certain quan- 
tity of their funds afloat, and prevent them 
from returning back to their treasury, where- 
by their capital would be most materially 
diminished, and their means of trade con- 
sequently cramped, This could only be ef- 
fected by enabling them so to regulate their 
rates of interest, as to maintain that respec- 
tability to their bonds, at market, which 
would prevent a decided preference of other 
funds, to the depreciation of theirs. The 
hon. member had said, that the bonds of 
the company stood in no need of such aid, 
for that they at present enjoyed an advan- 
tage at market over Exchequer Bills, on ace 
count of their interest being payable half 


“yearly. The fact, however, was otherwise; 


for Exchequer Bills were now at a premium 
of one shilling above par, whereas India 


<Bopds were at a discount of two shiliings, 


The noble Jord then went generally into 
some financial statements of the company, 
in support of the bill: and contended that 
the increase of interest on their bonds wat 
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necessary to give them currency abroad, 
He concluded by expressing a hope that the 
House would not refuse this indulgence to 
agreat trading company, in whom the re- 
yenue and the state were so materially con- 
cerned. 

Mr. Johnson said, the statement of the 
noble lord this night was in perfeeteconsis- 
tency with the conduct adopted uniformly 
by him respecting the affairs of the com- 
pany. In the Jast session, he amused the 
House with a pompous statement of the 
flourishing situation of their finances, and 
the brilliant prospects of their prosperity : 
put what is the first illustration the noble 
lord gives in this session? Why, a new plea 
of embarrassment, and a new appeal to the 
indulgence of the House, for the privilege 
of borrowing money, to answer their exi- 
gencies, at a much higher interest than any 
other corporate body, or individual in this 
country, dares venture to offer, Such was 
the conduct he should’ ever expect from the 
noble lord, so long as he presided over the 
conduct of Ind‘a affairs; ever complaining 
of existing embarrassments, and ever ho!d- 
ing out specious promises of future pros- 
perity. 

Mr. Vansittart said, that the present bill 
purported no more than a temporary relief 


embarrassment which in time of war must 
more or less affect all borrowers, public or 
private. The government of the country, 
at such times, always filled up its loans up- 
on Worse terms thin were to be had in 
times of peace; and no company or indivi- 
dual could expect to be exempt from simi- 
Jar disadvantages: there was nothing, there- 
fore, unreasonable, or unfair, in this mode 
of enabling the India Company to meet the 
terms upon which only their demands could 
be supplied. 

Mr. Charles Grant said, the object of the 
bill was not to place the company in a bet- 
ter situation, but to prevent it from being 
placed in a worse situation. India bonds 
were coming in every day to be paid, and if 
the Property Tax was to be deducted at the 
India-House in fractional parts, according 
to the number of weeks and days upon 
which it might be necessary to calculate, it 
would create endless confusion and embar- 
rassment, and must tend to depreciate the 
bonds, 

Mr. William Dundas also supported the 
bill; and denied there was any truth in the 
arguments of the hon. gent. opposite him 
(Mr. Jehnson), that there was any proof in 
this bill of any embarrassment in the cir- 
¢umstances of the East-India Company, or 
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any thing which could found a fair opinion 
against their prosperity. —After some farther’ 
conversation, the question was put and car: 
ried, and the House having resolved itself 
into a Committee upon the bill, went 
through the same, and it was ordered to be 
reported to-morrow. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, December 7. 


Lord Hawkesbury presented the papers 
relative to the ( onvention entered into be- 
tween Great-Britain and Sweden, on the 
25th July, which were laid upon the table. 
—The Seamen's Desertion Bill was read a 
second time, and committed for to-morrow. 
—The Bank Restriction Bill was brought 
up from the Commons, read a first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, December 7. 
{Minures.]—Sir John Newport, return- 
ed by the-Committee member for Waters 
ford instead of Mr. Alcock, took the oaths 
and his seat.—A private petition was brought 


| up respecting the widening of the Canter- 
to the India Company, from a species of | 


bury Road. Ordered to lie on the table.— 
Mr. C. L. Dundas brought up the report 
of the Waterford Committee, which stated, 
that the Committee had found the election 
of Mr. Alcock illegal and defective, and 
that consequently they had declared Sir 
John Newport the legal member.— Mr. C. 
L. Dundas also in pursuance of this report 
moved, that the Deputy Clerk of the Crown 
be ordered to attend to-morrow morning, 
in order to erase the name of Mr. Alcock, 
and alter the election. Ordered.—Mr., Sar- 
gent brought up the report of the Qualifica- 
tion Indemnity Bill. Ordered to be read a 
third time to-morrow.—Mr,. Corry moved 
the order of the day for a Committee of the 
whole House on the Irish Sugar Drawback 
Bill. ‘The alterations adopted by the Com- 
mittee were purely verbal.—The House be- 
ing resumed the report was ordered tobe 
received to-morrow.—Mr. Corry moved the 
order of the day for the Irish Distillery Bill. 
It was read a second time, and ordered to 
be committed to-morrow.—-Mr. Corry mov- 
ed the order of the day for a Committee of 
the whole House on the Irish Promissory 
Note Bill. The House having resumed, the 
report was ordered to be received to-mor- 
row.—Mr, Corry- moved the order of the 
day for a Committee of the whole House on 
the Irish Provision Bill, The House hav- 
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ing-resumed, the. report was ordered to be 
received to-morrow.—Mr. Corry moved the 
order of the day for the second reading of 
the Irish Proclamation Indemnity Bill. It 
was read a second time accordingly, and 
ordered to be committed to-morrow.—Mr. 
Secretary Yorke brought up the report of 
the Irish Habeas Corpus Suspension Bill, 
which was ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow.—Mr. Hobhouse brought up the 
report of the East-India Bonds Bill. Order- 
ed to be read a third time to-morrow.— 
The Malt Duty Bill was passed through a 
Committee, and was ordered to be reported 
to-morrow.—Mr. J. C. Beresford gave no- 
tice that he would to-morrow move for 
leave to bring in a bill to regulate the sale 
of corn in the City of Dublin—Upon the 
motion for the committal of the Curate’s 
Residence Bill, a few cbservations were 
made by different hon. members, in the 
course of which the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer observed, that most probably all 
the bills which were in such a state of for- 
wardness would be read a third time on Fri- 
day next.—The Curate’s Relief Bill passed 
through a Committee, and was ordered to be 
reported to-morrow.—Accounts were ordered 
to be laid before the House of the sums of 
money which have been issued to his Ma- 
jesty by Parliament pursuant to addresses of 
the House, and which had not as yet been 
made good.—The Wine Bonding Bill was 
read a second time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to-morrow.—The Five Mission Loan 
Bill, the Expiring Laws Bill, and the Sugar 
Drawback Bill, were committed, and order- 
ed to be repor*ed to-morrow. 


(Igise Martiar Law Bitt.] — Mr. 
Hawthorn then brought up the report of the 
conimittee on the bill for continuing Mar- 
tial Law in Ireland. The report being read, 

Mr. Wilberforce said, it was not his in- 
tention to trouble the house with any long 
or minute discussion. With regard to the 
necessity of the measnre now before the 
house, he believed there could be only one 
opinion. He rose, not to oppose the mea- 
sure nor to deny its necessity, for he was of 
opinion that such a measure was really ne- 
cessary in the present circumstances of Ire- 
land, and that it had been suggested by fhe 
in perious dictates of necessity alone. The 
only difference that existed between him 
and the framers of the bill, was in regard 
to the mode of carrying it into execution.— 
He did not wish to trouble the house, but 
he wished to propose some amendment in 
regard to the constitution of those courts 
martial to which the bill alluded. He 
thought, unless in a case of the most impe- 
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rious necessity, and suggested by the strong, 
est reasons of expediency, no eourt martial 
ought to be permitted to sit in such instances 
which was not composed of seven members 
at least. 1f circumstances unhappily re. 
quired the interference of such courts, it 
ought to be an object with the legislature to 
invest them with as much wisdom and delj. 
berative justice as the nature of the case 
would possibly admit. The number con. 
stituting such courts, he thought, ought ne. 
ver to be more than thirteen nor less than 
seven. There was not less danger from too 
many than from too few, in the determina. 
tion of such cases as might come before 
them. The age of individuals composing 
those courts, he thought also, ought to be 
particularly attended to. It was well known, 
that in the army there were many young 
men officers, who had not arrived at that 
age which the laws of the country have 
wisely fixed as necessary to enable a man to 
have the conduct of his own private affairs, 
And could it for a moment be thought pru- 
dent that we should entrust the lives of our 
fellow citizens to men whom the laws of the 
country had judged incompetent to the ma- 
nagement of their own private affairs? He 
thought it was indispensably necessary that 
the legislature should provide that no minar, 
that no man under the legal age, should be 
permitted to sit in any such courts martial, 
The measure, he allowed, was necessary; 
but it ought to be the care of that house to 
appear reluctant to deviate in any degree 
from the ordinary exercise of the laws; 
they ought to appear scrupulous in the adop- 
tion of any harsh or severe measure, and to 
remove as much as possible from its mode of 
execution the appearance of all harshness, 
injustice, or severity. ‘This he thought 
might be done by the provisions which he 
Wished to propose as an amendment. He 
could not conceive that these alterations 
would render the measure in any shape less 
effectual, Did he apprehend this as the 
consequence, he would be the last man to 
pcopose them. He knew, indeed, very well, 
that the government of Ireland would not 
wish to exercise any authority put into their 
hands, with greater severity than the urgen- 
cy of circumstances might require. But 
while he was perfectly conscious of this, he, 
at the same time, wished that the legisla 
ture should not trust to any individuals for 
the upright or lenient execution of any mea 
sure; but should prescribe to them their 
duty by the letter of the law.—What is the 
circumstance, the hon. gent. asked, that 
endears the trial by jury to every man 

this country? Is not every member of that 
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jury liable to be reduced to the same cir- 
cumstances of the person standing charged 
before him? Is there not a sympathy sub- 
sisting hetween the jurors and the persons 
whom they try—a sympathy that gives con- 
fidence to every man, that, if he has justice 
and equity on his side, it is the interest 
and congenial to the feelings of the jury to 
acquit him? In an ordinary court martial 
also, the officers composing that court mar- 
tial were called to the trial of men of their 
own character and profession—men who had 
been similar to themselves, and -to whose 
circumstences they were uncertain but they 
themselves might likéwise, at some fnture 
period, be reduced. Here also there existed 
that sympathy and fellow feeling which ope- 
rated in favour of the person to be tried. 
But the circumstances of a court martial 
trying criminals accused of rebellion were 
very different. The persons brought before 
them had different interests, and would 
seem to be almost of a different species. 
From the circumstances of a country in 
such a situation, they were too apt to meet 
their victims with anger and passion, which 
must ever be hostile to the deliberative mea- 
sures either of justice or mercy. They feel 
too great an interest as a party to listen with 
that partiality which ought always to be ex- 
tended to the utifortunate. If such would 


naturally be the case with almost all men in 
such cireumstances, how much more onght 
the house to guard against the passions or 
prejudices of rash, unthioking, or unfeeling 


youth. In some instances he was aware 
the amendment he proposed to make might 
be attended with difficulty; but the lord 
lieutenant, he thought, might in such in- 
stances have a discretionary power. In times 
such as the present we ought to plaee some 
confidence in the government, particularly 
incases where the letter of the law could 
hot with so much advantage be enforced.— 
The hon. gent. concladed with stating, that 
in his opinion such courts martial as the bill 
alluded to, should not consist of more than 
thirteen, nor of less than seven, and that 
hone under age should be admitted to sit in 
those courts. 

The Speaker stated, that the object of 
the hon. gent. could only be obtained by 
Moving a separate and distinct clause to be 
introduced into the bill. 

Mr. Wilberforce accordingly made out the 
clause at the table, and read it to the house. 
‘On the question being put that the clause be 
brought up, , 

Colonel Wood said, he had no objection 
to the amendment proposed by the hon. 
ent. but rather than give any discretionary 
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power to the lord-lieutenant, he thought it 
would be more eligible to dispense with the 
number seven proposed by the hon. gent., 
and admit five as the smallest number that 
should constitute a court martial. He was 
inclined to be jealous in cenceding discre- 
tionary powers to government that were not 
absolutely necessary. The clause was 
brought up and read a first time. On the 
question being put that it should be read a 
second time, 

Mr. Secretary Yorke observed, that he 
could not agree entirely with the hon. gen- 
tleman who had proposed the amendment, 
though he was ready to give him full credit 
for the sincerity of his intentions. His 
great objection was, and he thought it must 
occur to every person, that this amendment 
was inconsistent With the original spirit of 
the measure proposed by the bill. The bill 
was of such anature as could only be war- 
ranted by necessity. If there was no ne- 
cessity for the measure, it would be better 
to discharge the bill entirely ; but if the 
measure was thought necessary, which the 
hon. gent. fully admitted, such an amend- 
ment as he proposed would entirely defeat 
its object. Were it possible for regular 
courts to sit, or for legal juries to be as- 
sembled, there would be no occasion for 
such a measure ; but neither regular courts 
nor legal juries could meet with safety to 
themselves in the present circumstances of 
the country, and it was for this reason only 
that the measure was brought forward. Was 
it possible, the right hon. gent. asked, that 
any court in the very heart of rebellion 
could previously go through any tedious 
process to ascertain the particular qualifica- 
tions of its members, or would it be proper 
that every officer, in order to ascertain his 
age, should carry a certificate io his pocket? 
The principle on which the hon. gent. pro- 
ceeded would go entirely to prevent, in 
many instances, the assembling of any 
court together, and at times too when it 
might be most necessary. The right hon. 
Secretary concluded by stating that, if the 
bill is at all necessary, it ought to pass as 
it is, and if not necessary it ought to be 
entirely dismissed ; but the amendment, it 
was obvious, would go to defeat its object. 

Mr. Windham thought that no restrictions 
of the kind the amendment went to establish 
ought to be introduced in courts martial. 
If he were to state his objection to courts of 
this description, he would say that they were 
not so competent as others. But this ob- 
jection referred entirely to that degree of 
judgment which men of such habits and 
pursuits were likely to exercise, ‘The great 
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eriterion to be sought for in courts, to which 
either the lives, the properties, orthe pri- 
vileges of men were to be tried, was judg- 
ment. But the hon. gentleman had not 
founded any of his reasons of amendment 
upon this broad and_ ostensible principle. 
He had objected to.the general constitution 
of courts martial on the score of sympathy. 
It was not probable that any of those gentle- 
men composing a court martial would ever 
be reduced to the melancholy circumstances 
of those brought before them for trial. If 
this objection on the score of sympathy and 
feeling had any weight, it would militate 
equally against all courts martial. Did not 
courts martial try private soldiers as well as 
their brother officers, and would the hon. 
gent. say that officers could have that sort of 
sympathy with private soldiers which he was 
disposed to derive from an idea of a probabi- 
lity of being involved in similar circumstan- 
ces ? The truth was, that here there was no 
such sympathy as the hon. gent. pleaded for ; 
and would he or any other gentleman say 
that that house ought to be more tender of 
the lives of rebels in Ireland, than of the 
lives of private soldiers who formed the 
strength and defence of the country? and 
yet the hon. gentleman’s motion went to 
shew that where we neglected the interests 
of the private soldier, we should be anxious 
to provide for the safety of rebellion. But 
the hon, gent. was apprehensive of the rash- 
ness and undissriminating judgment of such 
officers as were under age. For his own 
part if any want of feeling was to be ap- 
prehended, it was not, he thought, from 
young men warm with all the ferlings, and 
all the sympathies of youth. If any such 
danger was to be apprehended, it was from 
men rather grown old in the prejudices and 
passions of a party; it was from men who 
had grown callous by Jong habits of severity. 
The right hon. gentleman concluded by 
saying, that in regard to the principle or 
necessity of the bill, he was not at present 
‘called upon to give his opinion. He could 
not say it was necessary, and he was not 
prepared to say that it was unnecessary. 
But at al’ events. if the bill was necessary, 
the amendment went in a great measure to 
defeat its object, and was besides founded 
on a principle that militated against courts 
martial of every description. 
Mr. Wilberforce, in explanation, said, he 
did not mean to cast any reflection on the 
integrity of young officers; but he thought 
they wanted steadiness, and the right hon, 
gentleman confirmed the opinion, when he 
spoke of the warmth of their feelings, That 


je 





warmth may incline one way as much x 
another. 

Dr. Laurence disapproved of the clause 
the remedy was not, such as should be ap 
plied. When the general measure was by. 
fore the house, his object had been to rende 
courts martial as like as possible 10 thog 
under the mu:inyact. The president, unde 
that act, should be a field officer, and age 
and experience were secured by the rank, 
He did not see why the same regulatioy 
should not hold in the present instance, no 
why the courts should not consist of the 
same number of officers as in all other parts 
of his Majesty's dominions, except two places, 
where circumstances did not permit it. The 
number of troops in Ireland afforded every 
facility, and it was the more necessary to haye 
this tribunal liberally constituted, as it took 
the individuals out of the cognizance of the 
other courts. The objection of the hon, 
gentleman, on the score of passions, amount. 
ed to nothing more than the general evil of 
human infirmity ; and if it was to be regard. 
ed, we conld not have a judge or jure 
against whom objections could not be made, 
His objection was to the preamble, which 
took so wide a range, that robbing a hen 
roost might be construed into an act of te 
bellion. The hon. gentleman had observed 
on a former night, that angels could not be 
trusted with arbitrary power: his present 
opinion went to say, that after twenty-one, it 
lost its corruptive nature, 

Lord Archibald Hamilton said, there ap- 
peared to him to be two reasons held out fot 
voting the present measure ; one wa3, the 
late insurrection in Dubliv, If the hope ex- 
pressed in his Majesty's speech, and the ad- 
dress in answer to it, was to be relied on, it 
was a measure of precaution. Precaution 
against what? Was it against rebellion, against 
insurrection, against dissatisfaction in the 
peopie against the government? No. If he 
were to exercise his own understandng, he 
would say it was not a precaution against 
fear, or against danger, but against the con- 
fidence and hope expressed by his majesty’ 
ministers. Bearing in mind the sad and 
calamitous consequences which attended 
this measure when it first passed, he could 
not.approve of the continuance of it; and 
he wished to give it this decided mark of 
his disapprobation. The ques.ion being put, 
the clause was negatived. On the question, 
that the bill be read a third time to-morrow, 

Admiral Berkeley rose, not to oppose the 
bill, though his Majesty's ministers gave no 
satisfactory reason why. it should pass, but 
to give notice that he sheuld on an early 
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day, the earliest he could after the recess, 
move for the production of certain papers, 
which he hoped would clear awey the im- 
putation which, from something that had 
been sail on a former night, now: very un 
justly rested on the character of the late 
commander in chiefin !reland (General Fox). 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer cailed 
on the hon. admiral to state. 

Admiral Berkeley said, he alluded to what 
the chancellor of the exchequer said, ‘ that 
the commander in chief had early intelligence 
of the intended insurreciion on the 23¢ 
July.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer denied 
having used these words. A genileman, 
who spoke in the early part of the debate on 
the night he alluded to (Mr. W. Elliot) 
ing said, that no instructions had been given 
to the commander in chief, no communica- 
tion made to the lord mayor; he had said, 
that instructions had been given to the lord 
mayor through the superintending magis- 
trate, a police officer well known to the hon. 
gentleman. He took the earliest opportu- 
nity of declaring, that he ‘had not the most 
distant idea of casting any imputation on the 
officer alluded to, nor had he heard, except 
from the hon. gentleman, thatahere was the 
smallest idea that any imputation was sup- 
posed to exist. He was sure, that whenever 
the conuct of the late commander in chief 
in Ireland, cgme to be considered, it would 
be found as free from blame, and as credit- 
able to that deserving officer, as any other 
part of the conduct of the Irish government 
was, to the general credit which the con- 
duct of that government had obtained, 

Admiral Berkeley. —The right hon. gen- 
tleman has mistaken me. I did not mean 
to say, that I conceived any imputation 
against that meritorious officer from the 
words that he spoke: yet, I do think, they 
conveyed an aspersion. Ths hon. officer 
himself thinks so; nor is he the only person 
who does think so. The right hon. gentle- 
man said, that early intelligence was sent to 
the commander in chief. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—What 
I said was, that information had been sent, 
at an early hour, to the superintending ma- 
gistrate, 

Mr. J. C. Beresford observed, that to any 
gentleman acquainted with Dublin, it could 
bot appear at a!l surprising, that the insur- 
rection of the 23d of Joly should happen 
(even if such had been the case) without the 
knowledge of government or the commander 
mchicf. It took place in the most obscure 
part of the city, proceeded only through three 
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| streets, and was put down in one hour. He 
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also observed, that the night was remarkably 
dark. From these circumstances, the hon. 
member inferred, that this distarbance might 
have eccurred without the knowledge of the 
civil government or the commander in chief ; 
without attaching any blame to either, for 
regiect of duty or inattention. 

Mr. T. Grenville not having before taken 
any part in the discussion of the measure be- 
fore the House, did not mean to oppose it in 
the stage to which it had arrived; nor should 
he have, on this occasion, troubled the House 
with any observations, if some expressians, 
which had fallen from the right hon. seere- 
tary, ad not compelled him to it. in order 
to exciude himself from that general convice 
tion of the necessity of the measure which 
had been said to exist. He should not take 
up the time of the House, by es ‘ering into an 
inquiry whether the measure were necessary 
or not? but he would contend, that from 
the information which his Majesty’s minis- 
ters had thought proper to give, no inference 
could be drawn of the existence of that ne- 
cessity. When his right hon. friend (Mr. 
Windham), on the first intreduction of the 
measure, had applied. for a short delay, in 
order that information, might be laid before 
the House. his application had been rejected 
on the ground that the smallest delay would 
be dangerous in the then existing circum- 
stances, Though he was not in the Hotse 
himself on that occasion, he was at the time 
fully sensible of the justice of the application, 
but whatever argument might have applied 
in that instance against delay, there could 
be none to apply in the present. The two 
bills now in their stages through the 
House, would not expire till six weeks 
after the commencement of the present 
session. The session had commenced on 
the 22d of November, and the bills 
would of course not expire till the I1st-or 
2d of January. He therefore put it to the 
House, what possible argument could be 
used against a short delay, until such in- 
formation should be communicated to the 
House, either by the report of an open or 
secret committee, as should justify the adop- 
tion of such strong measures. It had been 
more than once his lot to compiain of the 
conduct of his Majesty's ministers, in bring- 
ing forward measures of great importance, 
without laying sufficient information before 
the House ; and he took this epportunity of 
protesting against the manner in which the 
two bills before the House had been intro- 
duced. ‘There was another circumstance 


too that should weigh with parliament, and 
*Uu 





1667] 


which materially affected the spirit of the 
constitution: he meant the operation of such 
a course of proceeding in. the legislative 
union, Since. the passing of that measure, 
it had become more thao ever the duty of 
his Majesty's ministers to shew to the peo- 
ple of Ireland, that every measure involv- 
ing their interests, not only claimed but re- 
ceived as much discussion and attention as 
it would, if their own legislature still con- 
tinued to assemble. It was particularly 
their duty to avoid giving the slightest ground 
of suspicion, or suffering any one to fancy that 
the affairs of that country were not fully 
attended to. He did sot mean to oppose the 
completion of the two bills before the House, 
though, if he were to follow the example of 
other gentlemen, in stating the ground of 
his ptivate opinion, he should feel em- 

arrassed, and considerable difficulty in 
making up his mind on the subject. 
The House had no documents to ascertain 
whether the measure were the wisest or most 
proper for Ireland ; they had_ no official in- 
formation whether the situation of ihat coun- 
try was such as to require coercive measures; 
they had no ground on which to rest their 
proceedings, but the language of his Majes- 
ty’s ministers, that language generally vary- 
ing, and always changing. He meant no- 
thing ungracious to his Majesty's ministers 
10dividually, but, asa meimber of Parliament, 
he was bound to speak his sentiments open- 
ly, and say, he could have no confidence in 
their administration, neither in the wisdom 
of their measures, nor in the activity with 
ewhich they executed them. The hon, gen- 
tleman entered here into a train of severe 
comments on the conduct of ministers, and 
on tlicir incapacity. He. then adverted to 
the manner in which the notice of his hon. 
friend (Admiral Berkeley) had been so 
quickly commented on by the Chancellor of 
the.Exchequer. He had expected that his 
hon. friend's observations would have met 
with a very different reception. That chal 
lenge which ministers had on a former day 
given, when they deprecated a discussion by a 
side wind, they now had an opportunity of 
deciding by the proposition of the hon. Ad- 
miral respecting his hon, relation; and the 
more the House investigated the conduct of 
Ministers, the more fully would they discharge 
taeir duty. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke did not intend to fol- 
low the hon, member through the details of 
his speech, because nothing that had fallen 
from him appeared to him to require an an- 
swer. He was anxious, however, to say a 
few words, which he had not before an op- 
portunity of doing, on the observations of the 
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hon. Admiral. The hon. Admiral had given 
notice of a motion for certain papers, in con. 
sequence of an aspersion which he conceiy. 
ed to be thrown on the character of an ho- 
nourable relation. His right hon. -friend, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, had dis. 
tinctly stated, in answer to the hon. Admiral, 
that no such aspersion had been meant, either 
by himself, or any o:her member of govern. 
ment; and had correctly repeated the lan. 
guage he had used on the occasion. The 
right hon. Secretary here re-stated what the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had before 
stated in explanation, and insisted that no 
direct nor implied aspersion was contained in 
the terms used. Whatever conduct the 
hon. Admiral should think proper to observe, 
would be for himself to determine; but af- 
ter what had passed, he must bring forward 
his motion, n.t in consequence of any aspers 
sion on the hon. General, for whom he felt 
himself a very high respect as a meritorious 
and distinguished ofticer, but as a direct 
charge on |is:Majesty’s government in Ire. 
land, which he should be ready to meet, 
The right hou. Secretary wished also to 
state a few words, which he had omitted on 
a former day, in answer to an observation 
which had been made by an hon. gentleman 
(Mr. Elliot), by way of criticism, not of 
crimination, respecting the Lord Lieutenant's 
going to the Park on the night of the 23d of 
July. ‘Lhe usual residence of the Lord 
Lieutenant was in the Park, whence he used 
to returo every day about two o'clock to the 
Castle,,to receive such information as might 
have been procured by the subordinate offi- 
cers of the government. He had come to 
the Casile, on the 23d, and’afier recciving 
the information respecting the projected in- 
surrection, had held a consultation on the 
expediency of his remaining in the Castle, 
the result of which was, that it was consi. 
dered better for bim to return to the Park, 
as the circumstance of removing his family 
to town might create considerable alarm. 
Every body who knew his iordship, would 
do him the justice to suppose that he would 
not leave Dublin from apprehension on such 
an occasion; nor was it probable that he 
should consider a serjeant’s guard in the Park 
a better security than a garrison of 4000 mea 
in Dublin. 

Mr. Windbam thought, that as a charge 
might arise out of the statement that had 
been made, either against the Irish govern- 
ment, or the Commander in Chief, that the 
hon. Admiral might, notwithstanding tee 
explanation that had been given, bring fore 
ward his motion, though not for criminas 
tion, for the justification of his hon. relas 
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tion. —-—The question was then put, and 
the bill ordered to be read a third time to- 


morrow. 





HOUSE OF 
Thursday, I 
Their lordships met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment.—The English Bank Restriction Bill 
was reada second time, and ordered to be 
committed to-morrow. 


LORDS 


December 8. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 





Thursday, December 8. 


{[Minutes.]—The Malt Duty Bill, the 
Irish Habeas Corpus Suspension Bill, the 
Irish Martial Law Bill, the East India Bovis 
Bill, and the Gralification Indemnity Bill, 
were severally read a third time, and pass- 
ed.—The Pension Duty Bill, the Five 
Million Loan Bill, the Expiring Laws Bill, 
the Irish Corn Exportation Bill, the Irish 
and the British Sugar Drawback Bills, the 
Irish Silver Note Bill, the Curates’ Relief 
Bill, and the Irish Oats Distillation Bill, 
were reported, and ordered to be read a 
third time to-morrow.—Lord Castlereagh 
stated at the bar, that his Majesty had been 
waited upon with the address of that House 
upon the subject of his most gracious com- 
munication respecting General Burton 
being taken into custody; and that his Ma- 
jesty had been pleased to receive the ad- 
dress in the most gracious manner.—His 
lordship informed the House also of the 
gracious reception of the address respect- 
ing the sums of money which that House 
had voted and had yet to make good.— 
The Portugal Wine Bonding Bull had se- 
veral new clauses added, the > most promi- 
nent of which was one extending the bene- 
fitof the act to the importers and 
tors of Spanish Wine. ‘The report was or- 
dered to be received to-morrow.—The 
Irish Inland Navigation Accounts were or- 
dered to be printed. 

[Navat Ixeuiry.J—Sir VW. Elford ad- 
verted to a motion which had been made by 
him during the last session of Parliament, 
respecting the dismissal of a gentleman from 
his employment in his Majesty's dock-yards. 
He wished now to know, and he was happy 
to find that an hon. baronet was now in his 
place’ in that House, who might possibly 
have it in his power to inform him, whether 
it was the intention of the commissioners 
appointed under the authority of that house, 
to make any report upon the subject? 

4 Sir C, Pole said, that in his opinion there 
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was not any suc’: an idea at present among 
the Commission: rs of Naval Inquiry 

Sir W. Elford Vien desired to be informed 
if it was not intended to mention the name 
of that gentleman, or make any observation 
whatever 397 the subject to which he al- 
luded ? 

Sir C. Pole then told the hon. baronet that 
most probably that gentleman’s name might 
be mention‘d, but he did not think it a cire 
cuimstance by any means likely to occur, that 
any comment should be made upon the sub- 
ject. 

(Curates’ Rerrer Brrzy.J—On the Or- 
ler being read for receiving the report of the 
tip endi: iry Curates’ Residence Bill, 

‘he Chancellor of the E. xchequer observed, 
that, in consequence of the absence of hs 
right hon. friend who had been the mover 
of that bill, he thought it would be “most 
proper fo postpone the consideration of that 
report for the present; and as he had no 
doubt that the house would immediately 
concur in that opinion, he should move that 
the report be taken into further considera- 
tion to-morrow. There would most proba- 
bly be a good deal of business then before 
the house, but it could easily be further pos'- 
poned till a more important discussion should 
happen to arise. ‘The consideration of the 
report was then deferred till to-morrow. 

(Sierra Leona Company.] Mr. Hi. 
Thornton presented a petition from the Sierra 
Leona Company, praying for pecuniary as- 
sistance from Parliament. 

The Speaker observed, that he thought it 
his duty to inquire, before such a: petition 
was entertained as the present, whether it 
had received the approbation of his Majesty, 
as it would, if the prayer should be finally 
agreed to, be voting away the public money 
to the use of indiv iduals, which required that 
fact to be first ascertained. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer stated, 
that he thought there could be very little dif- 
ference of opinion as to the probability, or 
even the certainty, of his Majesty’s giving t 
a most gracious reception, as a petition “for 
a grant Oe 10,000!. had at a former. period 
received that sanction. 

. Mr. H. Thornton then moved, that the pe- 
tition be referred to’a committee, to examine 
the matter therein contained. 

Mr. Dent stated, that the report of the 
state of the company’s funds had been so 
very favourable, ‘that in his opinion, that 
was in itself, the very best reason that pos- 
sibly could be against granting the prayer of 
a petition for parli: :mentary aid.—The ques- 
tion was then put, and the petition referred 
to a committee, 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, December 9 


[Mrnores,}—Counsel were heard at con- 
siderable Jength for the Appellant, on the 
Appeal Cause from the Court of Chancery, 
J. 1. Keighly v. the East India Company. 
After which their lordships deferred the far- 
ther hearing of the case till Tuesday.—Mr. 
Hobhouse, accompanicd by several Members, 
brought up the following Bills from the 
Commons, viz. The Annual Indemnity 
Bill, the Malt Tax, the Place and Pension 
Duty, the Sugar Eounties Drawback, the 
East India Bonds Duty, the Bank of Ireiand 
Restriction, the Habeas Corpus Suspension 
Bill, and the Irish Martial Law Continua- 
tion Bills. They were severally read a first 
time ;_ the two last-mentioned bills were, on 
the motion of iord Hawkesbury, ordered to 
be printed; his lordship at the same time 
gave notice of his intention to move for the 
second reading of those bills on Monday next. 


[Votunteers. ]—Earl Darnley, previous 
to the Order of the Day being reac, wished 
to obtain some information on a_ subject 


eonfessedly of the bighest. importance: see- | 


ing the noble secretary of state in his place, 
he would take that opportunity. The sub- 
ject, in his contemplation, was such as 
not only that house, but many thousands of 
his Majesty's subjects must regard with the 
utmost concern. He alluded to the volun- 
teers, respecting whom, he begged leave 
to ask, if it was the intention of his Majes- 
ty’s ministers to propose any general regu- 
lations previous to the ensuing recess. 

Lord Hawkesbury shortly replied, that he 
knew of no intention at present on the part 
of his Majesty’s government, to propose any 
specific measuré, previous to the recess, of 
the nature to which the noble ear! alluded. 

Eari Darniey resumed the topic: he by 
no means wished, he said, to pin the noble 
Secretary of State down to any particular 
time, for proposing such a measure as he 
had alluded to; he was fully aware, not 
only of the importance, but of the delicacy 
of the subject. He repeated the anxious 

"view in which it was very generally re- 
garded. It was not his intention, however, 
then to go into any detail upon the subject, 
but there were one or two prominent 
points, which struck him so forcibly, that he 
could not refrain from adverting to them, 
and endeavouring t@ press them on the at- 


tention of the noble Secretary, as requiring © 


the most serious consideration of his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers, and. calling for adequate 
regulation. He first adverted te the con- 
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sideration of the way in which the service 
of several corps were originally accepted 
on the part of government, which certain] 

appeared to him to have been done on Ik 
beral principles, with respect to allowances, 
&e. but in regard to those he had to ob. 
serve, that a system had been latterly acted 
upon, which appeared tu him to be the re. 
verse of the former conduct of government 
in that respect. The second consideration 
to which the noble earl “principally advert. 
ed, and which he seemed to regard as one 
of extreme delicacy and importance, was 
the idea of the force in question, appearing, 
in some points of view, as a species of mis 
litary democracy. He thought’it incum 
bent on him thus early to throw out those 
considerations, as meriting the most serious 
and anxious attention on the part of his 
Majesty’s government. The noble: earl 
also alluded to certain diffeulties . which 
had arisen under the present volunteer sys. 
tem, which he ihought it would be impor. 
tant speedily to obviate: what he seemed 
principally to advert to, was the regulation 
of exemptions, &c. ‘ 

Lord Hawkesbury, in the course of his re. 
ply, observed, that he should avoid at pres 
sent entering into any detailed view whats 
ever of the subject. He agreed with -the 
noble earl as to the great importance of 
the subject; it was one therefore which 
naturally attracted the serious attention of 
his Majesty’s government: theirtordships, 
however, would be at the same time aware 
of the complexity and intricate nature of 
ihe general subject, the variety of details 
which it embraced, and the correspondent 
difficulty of forming adequate regulations, 
He agrecd also with the noble Earl, that 
certain difficulties had arisen in the progress 
of that system of measures, but of that na 
ture as that they could not fairly be expect: 


ed to be in the contemplation a. the time, 
‘of those by whom, under the circumstances 


of the case, the bill was originally framed, 
He repeated, that the subject certain!y oc 
cupied the serious aftention of his Majesty's 
ministers; but while he made this avowal, 
he wished to be understood, as by no means 
committing himself with respect to the in 
troduction of any specific measure upon the 
subject. 5 

BANK RESTRICTION BILL.]—The or- 
der of the day being read, their’ lordships 
re:solved into a Committee on the Bank 
Restriction Bill, Lord Walsingham in the 
chair. The different clauses and _provi- 
sions of the bill were regularly gone through, 
and approved by the Committee.—On the 
consideration of the Preamble ef the Bill, 
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Lord King said, that if he had been pre- 
~ gent at the second reading of the bill, he 
should have thought it his duty to have 
urged, at some length, those arguments of 
justice and policy which struck his mind 
forcibly, as militating against the principle 
of the bill. The present not being the re- 
gular time for discussing the general prin- 
ciple, he should say very little on that part 
of the subject. He could not; however, 
avoid expressing his surprize, that a mea- 
sure of this importance shou'd be so much 
treated as a matier of course; tbat the bill 
should be read twice within two days after 
it had been sent from the other House, and 
that it should have been read for the second 
time without any previous notice, and with- 
out even the usual formality of a few iu- 
troduct :ry remarks from one of his Majes- 
ty’s ministers. No inquiry was instituted ; 


no reason was assigned for the passing of | 


the bill, nor was any information laid before 
the House to prove the expediency of per- 
severing in a system, which violated all ge- 
neral priaciples, and could only be justified 
by the most urgent necessity. 
strong reasons ought surely to be assigned 
for continuing, to a distant and indefinite 
period, a measure which had not been ‘found 
pecessary in former wars, nor at any period 
prior to the year ¥797, when the restriction 
was first adopted. It was at that time ac- 
knowledred to be a measure of the most 
questionable nature, and open to the most 
dangerous abuses. It was now asserted by 
Ministers, and the partisans of the Bank, 
that the privilege had not been abused, and 
that no public inconvenience had been ex- 
perienced. His lordship thought, that it 
was a great deal too much to take all this 
for granted, and that it ought, prior to a 
continuavce of the measure, to be made the 
subject of inquiry.’ He was convinced, for 
his own part, that the contrary was the 
fact; and, though the abuse had not been 
flagrant or excessive, that the Bank had yield- 
ed, in a certain degiee, to the temptation, and 
extended the quantity of their notes beyond 
the proper limits. By the present measure, 
the interest of the Bank was put in opposi- 
tion to its duty; and in such a competition 
it was not difficult to conjecture which 
principle was likely to prevail among a 
commercial body. Whilst the measure was 
recent, the Directors appeared to have con- 
ducted themselves with great prudence ; 
but since the-end of the year 1798, there 
was reason to believe, that they had uni- 
formly, though in different degrees, been 
guilty of a breach of their trust. He pro- 
teeded to state shortly the principles upon 
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which this opinion was fouided.. An ex- 
cessive multiplication of Bank Notes, so 
long as they cannot be exchanged for spe- 
cie, had precisely the same effect as a de- 
basement of the current coin; and as the 
bullion price of silver was the most accurate 
test of the. purity of a coinage, it-was the 
best standard of the degree of depreciation 
produced by an excessive paper currency. 
In ordivary circumstances the bullion price 
of silver seldom much exceeded the mint 
price, or 5s. 2d. per ounce, or if there was 
any occasional excess, it was not of long 
continiance. But, since the year 1798, 1t 
had uniformly exceeded that price, being at 
some periods (in 1800 end 1801) 5s. Lid. 
and 6s. At present it was 5s. 8d. being 
an excess of 9 per cent. above the mint 
price. He knew that there were other 
causes which might produce a temporary 
effect on the price of bullion; but he con- 
sidered this uniform and unexampled in- 
crease of price, corresponding, as it did, 
vith the increase in quantity of Bank Notes, 
and the depression of foreign exchanges, as 
affording a decisive evidence of misconduct 
in the Directors of the Bank. His lordship 
illustrated this position by a great variety of 
calculations and details, He said, that “he 
should propose an amendment to the bill, 
calculated to give publicity to the proceed- 
ings of the Bank, which m‘ght operate as a 
salutary check upon the Directors, He 
proposed, that the Directors should be 
obliged to publish quarterly, in the London 
Gazette, during the period of the restric- 
tion, an account of the amount of their 
notes in circulation on the 25th of each of the 
three preceding months. By comparing the 
amount of the notes with the bullion price 
of silver, and the state of foreign exchange, 
the public would be enabled to judge at the 
time, whether the abuse waé increasing to 
any pernicious extent. His lordship con- 
cluded by moving a clause in the Committee 
to this effect. 

Lord Hawkesbury deemed it unnecessary 
to follow the noble lord, through the great 
est part of what he had advanced, as being 
partly applicable to the principle of the bill, 
which wes not then under discussion, and 
as partly foreign from the subject regularly 
under consideration: there existed, how- 
ever, a great and an obvious necessity for 
the present measuge: the bill proceeded on 
similar grounds with that of 1798, and at 
least an equal necessity existed for the Re- 
striction now as then. The period of the 
present bill was somewhat different from 
that of the above year, and «vas in i's na- 
ture more definite, He didcred trom. the 
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noble lord as to the causes assigned by him 
for the unfavourable state of the Exchange 
at different periods. He had some serious 
objections to the adoption of the regulation 
proposed by the noble lord; first, there was 
no such provision deemed necessary in any 
of the former bills which had been enacted 
on the subject, though any reasons which 
might now apply for its adoption, obtained 
at former periods in equal force.—Secondiy, 
as the Bank Directors had never, in tbe 
smallest degree, abused the discretionary 
power vested in them, they were, on the 
contrary, always most willing to come for- 
ward with every necessary information on 
the subject, and they never shrunk from any 
inguiry whatever. He additionally object- 
ed to the proposition, as it wou!d tend 
{though perhaps such a thing might not be 
in the noble lord’s contemplation) to reflect 
upon the Directors, a body who, so far from 
meriting any reflection upon their conduct, 
had uniformly discharged the trusts reposed 
in them with prudence, caution, and cir- 
cumspection. However, the House would 


be aware, that in negativing the motion of | 
the noble lord, neither he, nor any other | 


peer, was precluded from coming forward 
at subsequent periods with motions for spe- 
cific information upon the subject ; and, in- 
deed, such proceedings had taken place, in 
many instances, on the suggestions of mem- 
bers of both Houses of Parliament. On the 
whole, he deemed it his duty to oppose the 
noble lord’s motion. 

Lord King observed, in reply, that if he had 
not been fully understood by the noble lord, 
he had no difficulty in distinctly stating, that 
he imputed blame to the Bank, and it was on 
this account that he had moved the amend- 
ment. He thought that the principle of 
publicity would be better secured, and the 
Bank Directors more effectually admonish- 
ed of the importance of their trust, by a 
positive parliamentary enactment, than by 
leaving it to the discretion of any individual 
peer, who might choose to move for an 
account of their notes. He wished it to ap- 
pear upon the face of the bill, that the dan- 
ger of abuse was foreseen by the legislature, 
and guarded against by the only expedient 
of which the case would admit. With re- 
spect to the observation, that such a clause 
Was unusual, and that it had not found a 
place in former bills, he would only say, 
that it was a principle which militated 
against all legislative improvements wliat- 
ever, It was one of those general remarks 
which applied equally to every new pro- 
position, and *vas, therefore, undeserving of 
attention upon ary. 
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Lord Hawkesbury contended, that such q 
consideration was a reason against the adop, 
tion of the clause, inasmuch as the omission 
of the provision in the former bills, wag 
productive of no injurious tendency what. 
ever, nor of any ground of complaint. With 
respect to the unfavourable state of the 
course of Iixchange at the periods alluded 
to, it was by no means to be attributed to 
the issue of paper from the Bank, but in a 
greater degree to the immense sums which 
were necessarily sent out of the country at 
the time for the payment of subsidies, and 
in consequence of the alarming scarcity 
which then prevailed. —The clause was ne. 
gaiived.—On the question heing put re 
specting the third reading of the bill, 

Lord Grenville expressed his opinion, 
without meaning in the least to resist the 
progress of the bill, that the passing of such 
a measure as the present should not be re. 
garded as a matter of course in that House, 
He should ‘have to offer a few observations, 
which he thonght it incumbent on him to 
advance, on-the occasion of the third read. 
ing, respecting the measure, and more espes 
cially on points of considerable importance 
connected with the subject of the bill. He 
should therefore propose that the bill be 
read a third time on Monday.—Adjourned 
till to-morrow, 


por ence tease 


Tf 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, December 9. 


(Mrinutcs.} — The Speaker acquainted 
the House, that in obedi: nce to the order of 
the House made on the 10th of August last, 
he had trausmitted the Vote of Thanks of 
the House to the different Lords Lieutenant 
of Counties in Gt. Britain, and to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, to be by them com- 
municated to the Officers and Privates of the 
different Corps in the respective parts of the 


‘United Empire; and that he had received, 


through the Lords, Lieutenant of Counties, 
and the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, answers 
expressive of the thanks of the different 
Corps for the notice which Parliament had 
been pleased to take of their zeal and exer- 
tion.—Mr. Forster, from the Exchequer, 
presented at the bar an account of the sums 
of money issued by his Majesty pursuant to 
addresses of the House, which bad not been 
made good by Parliament. Ordered to lie 
on the table.—Mr. Hobhouse brought up 
the report of the Portugal Wine Bonding 
Bill, which was received, and read a third 
time and passed.—The Malt Tax Bill, the 
£5,000,000 Exchequer Bills Bill, the Ex- 
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piring Laws Bill, the Irish Provisions 
Bil, Irish Sugar Drawback Bill, English 
Sagar Drawback Bill, Trish Promissory 
Note Bill, Curates’ Relief Bill, and trish 
Qats Distillation Pill, were read a_ third 
time, passed, and ordered to the Lords.— 
The Loudon Dock Bill was read a second 
time and referred to a Select Committee,— 
Mr. Secretary Yorke presented at the bar a 
return of the Volunteer and Yeomanry 
Corps, as far as the same could be made 
out, in compliance with an order of the 
House, dated the 10th of August. Order- 
ed to lie on the table, and to be printed.— 
Sir F. Burdett brought up the Pancras Over- 
seer’s Bill. Read a first time; ordered to 
be read a second time.—A mew writ was 
ordered, on the motion of Mr. Sargent, for 
the election of a Burgess to serve in Parlia- 
ment for the Borough of Westloe, in the 
room of Thomas Smith, Esq. who had ac- 
cepted the Chiltern Handreds., 

{Army estimates.|—The Secretary at 
War (Mr. Bragge) moved the order of the day 
that the House do resolve itself into a Com- 
mittee of Supply, and that the Estimates 
presented by him on a former day be refer- 
red thereto.— The House having accordingly 
resolved itself into a Committee, Mr. Hob- 
house in the chair: 

The Secretary at War rose, and observed, 
that notwithstanding the magnitude and 
importance of the subject to which the esti- 
mates now under consideration referred, he 
should not feel it necessary for him to take 
up much of the time of the Committee in 
adverting to the different items, or explain- 
ing the nature and grounds of the different 
estimates to which it was his duty to direct 
their attention. It would be, altogether 
needless to dweil upon the particulars, be- 
cause the estimates voted last session, com- 
prehended nearly the whole of those now 
produced, and gentlemen having been fami- 
liar with the nature and extent of ‘the for- 
mer, it was the less incumbent on him to 
oceupy much of their time in his statement 
and explanation of the latter. - He was 
bound, however, to acquaint the Committee, 
that the estimates now before them did not 
comprehend .the whoie military establish- 
ment of the year, because, from the nature 
and extent of the different services included 
in it, and the possible variation which might 
arise from a possible alteration of the cir- 
cumstances and state of the country, the 
whole could not with accuracy be ascertain- 
ed, so as to be produced to Parliament in 
the shape of an unquestionable document. 
He could assure them, neyertheless, that 
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whatever estimates were not, or could not, 
be laid before the House in the present in- 
stance, should be submitted to the consider- 
ation of Parliament at a more advanced pe- 
riod of the session, when they could be 
made up with sufficient accuracy. The es- 
timates now before the Committee were 
classed under ten heads, namely— 
Numbers. ye x 

i. Guards, Garrisons, 
&e. 129,039 

For Great Bricain 

For Ireland, .... 


3,115,456 
1,161,168 





Total 4;276,624 





Forces in the Plan- 
tations, &c 

. India Forces for 
Great Britain.... 
Troops and Com- 
panies for recruit- 
ing de. for Great 
Britain. 

. Reeryiting & Con- 
tingencies for Gt. 
Britain. . asin 

. General and Staff 
Officers, with a 
state of the parti- 
culars of charges 

. Embodied Militia 
and Fencible In- 
fantry for Great 
tess. iv evcuve 
For Ireland...... 


38,630 1,174,509 


22,897 545,628 


29,859 


180,000 


354,647 


109,947 2,150,965 
640,657 





Total 


257915623 





Clothing for ditto 

. Contingencies for 
ditto for England 
For Ireland.. 


2155793 


0,000 
11,129 





Total 61,129 





. Volunteer Corps for 
Great Eritain.... 
For Ireland 


730,000 o 
1,290,567 13 





Total 
For Great Britain 
For Ireland...... 
Deduct for India Forces 


25020,567 13 

301,046 8,346,860 14 
32103,523 10 
4 

9 


22,897 $45,628 





Total for Great Britain 278,149 780,232 





Grand Total ¥0,90°4,755 10 


To each of these it would not be neces. 
sary for him to advert particularly; and he 
should, therefore, confine his observations 
to those items which, in exceeding the cor- 
respondent items. in the estimates submitted 
last session to Parliament, seemed to claim 
a more minute explanation. The first item, 
therefore, to which he felt it his duty to call 
the attention of the Committee, related to 
the force proposed to be voted for guards 
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and garrisons in the United Kingdom. It 
would be in the recollection of the House, 
that the n€mber voted for that service last 
session, partly in an_ early part of it, and 
partly in the month of June, amounted in 
the whole to 108,901 men. The force now 
proposed to «be voted for that service 
amounted to 167,669, between which, and 
the number voted last year, the Committee 
would perceive there was a difference of 
53,768. But the major part of that diffe- 
rence would be made up by the army of 
reserve, which amounted to 39,467 men. 
This force was distributed either in aug- 
mentation of the old battalions, or in form- 
ing eighteen second battalions of 1000 men 
each, or in sixteen battalions of reserve, 
consisting of about 750 each. This state- 
ment would be sufficient to give the Com- 
mittee a clear idea of the augmentation, 
which was proposed to be made to the re- 
gular military estab'ishment. The Life 
Guards were te be augmented by 12,456, 
the twenty-four Regiments of Dragoons 
were to be augmented by a proportion, 
which, in the whole, would amount to 4272 
men; and the sixteen Regiments of Foot 
Guards were to have an augmeutation, not 
exceeding 2000 men in the whole, making 
an augmentation of about eighteen thou- 
sand. This was the only addition that was 
proposed to be. now made to the regular 
army, with the exception ofa small addition 
of 220 or 230 men to some of the old regi- 
ments of the line, and an inconsiderable ad- 
dition that was to be made to some garri- 
son battalions and fencible regiments, which 
would not in the whole amount to any ma- 
terial augmentation.—The next head to 
which it was his duty to call the attention 
of the Committee, was certainly a large 
one, he meant the general staff establish- 
ment. But when the situation of the coun- 


try and the circumstances of the essential 


services rendered by that department, were 
considered, he trusted it would not appear 
excessive, 
was estimated, was 154,647 1. a sum though 
large, not extravagant, when it was recol- 
lected, that so many brigade officers were 
found necessary to train the volunteer force 
of 'the country. The embodied militia for 
G. Britain and Ireland, amounted to 109,947. 
The Reserve Army of Ireland amounted to 
9970 men, of which 7055 were to be at- 


t:ched to the old regiments by small additions . 


of 220 and 230 to each battalion. ‘The dif- 
frence between that number and the whole 
force, he allowed, would volunteer into the 
line. The only addition proposed this year 
was about 1827 to the dragoon guards on 
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that establishment. The only other head te 
which he found it necessary to advert partie | 
cularly related tothe Volunteers. He shoul’ 
consider them under two heads, first for G, 
Britain, next for Ireland. Any calculation 
under the head of G. Britain, would necese 
sarily be loose and subject to much unavoids 
able inaccuracy, as it must necessarily de. 
pend on so many circumstances, and be re. 
gulated by the a. tual exigency of the coun. 
try. Hedid not pretend, therefore, to subs 
mit an exact and accurate estimate of the 
expense under this head, though it was cal. 
culated as nearly as possible on the presums 
ed extent, to which the service of the year 
might require it to be carried. For the Vos 
lunteer Corps, he estimated that a sum of 
730,0001. would be necessary, from the 25th 
of Dec, 1803, to the 25th of Dec. 1804; 
but it was here necessary for him to state,’ 
that as the clothing had been provided for 
in the expenditure for the preseut year, that 
item made no part of the estimate. The 
estimate had been calculated for the number 
to which the Volunteer Corps were supposed 
toamount, but by the account which had been 
this day presented to the House, it appeared 
that the actual number far exceeded the sup. 
posed strength of the volunteer force. By this 
account, it appeared, that the Volunteer 
Corps of G. Britain amounted to 379,943 
men. The estimates of the expences of such 
a body, must necessarily be complex and dif: 
ficu!t to be ascertained exactly, as the dif- 
ferent rates of pay, according to the differ. 
ent periods of the year at which they came 
forward, should be taken into the account, 
as well as the nature of the service, whether 
permanent, or only for exercise, on which 
they may be employed: The sum, there- 
fore, at which the estimate was taken, would 
not appear large, when it was recollected 
that the number for which it was calculated, 
was only 320,000. Of the Volunteer force 
45,314 served without pay; 42,500 infan- 
try, and 2,500 cavalry. Great part of the 
clothing had been voted in June, and there- 
fore was not in the estimate: but the allow- 
ance of 1s. per day, for 20 days service, for 
the purpose of training, to such as should 
accept pay, was estimated at 190,000l.— 
Agency Officers, and Field Officers, in cons 
sequence of the alteration that in each re- 
spect had heen found necessary in the origi 
nal regulations, which had been made in 
June, required an additional expense, which 
did not, however, exceed 20,000). - This, 
he was aware, was a loose and rough esti 
mate of the expense that would be necessary, 
but he was persoaded that it was rather. ui> 
der than over what the service would require 
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With regard to Ireland, the state of that 
‘Pountry required that the estimates should 
‘Be higher than in proportion for G, Britain, 
» 45 well as to provide for services performed, 
as for those which may hereafter be neces- 
gary. The calculation of the numbers of 
tie Volunteers raised in England was under 
the actual amount ; but the estimate for 
freland exceeded the known amount, which 
was taken at 70,000, but presumed capable 
of being raised, ifthe situation of the coun- 
diy should require it, to SO,000!. There was 
also a considerable difference in the estimate 
for the two countries, which was unavoiia- 
bly to be calculated in proportion to the 
time the volunteers should be called out on 
actual service. He supposed that the whole 
of the Irish volunteers would be out four 
months in the year.— But though the allow- 
ance under this head would be larger than 
the estimate for English corps, he thought, 
it right to state, that, except in case of inva- 
sion, when they should necessarily be em- 
ployed on actual service, the Irish volun- 
teers received no pay when merely out for 
exercising, nor when on duty, unless the 
men should be actually and efficiently pre- 
sent at muster on their parade. He had 
stated the present volunteer force of Ire- 
land to be 70,000. ‘The estimate, how- 
ever, had been made, on a supposition that 
the number could, and would be considera- 
bly increased ; and he had stated enough, 
he thought, to shew that the calculation was 
not excessive. He had now stated all addi- 
tions proposed to be made to the estimates 
of last year. He had yet to observe, that 
there was no estimate respecting a part of 
the military establishment, which it had been 
usual to include in the Army Estimates; he 
meant the foreign corps employed in the ser- 
vice of this country, some of which had al- 
ready been provided for; and others were 
now raising in different parts of Europe. 
The House, he trusted, would excuse him 
for not stating precisely the amount of the 
expence of this branch of the service, from 
the uncertainty of the extent to which it 
might be carried, and good policy would 
dictate the carrying it as far as circum- 
stances would allow. ‘Though he could not 
. how lay before the committee the account, 
he should certainly do so after the recess, 
and particularly.as his Majesty would have 
tofesort to Parliament for the exercise of 
his prerogative. 
of the military establishment which was’ usus 


ally submitted amongst the other estimates ; 


he had it not in his power to lay before the 
committee in the present instance, and 
wh'ch he was the more induced to adyert to 
- Vox, IV. 
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from the question which had been put to 
him on the subject, on a former night by 
an hon. Admiral, he alluded te the Barrack 
department. This department had been un- 
avoidably, from the nature of the situation 
of the country, carried to a much greater 
extént than-on any former occasion. The 
expence, however, was not so much incurr- 
ed for regular barracks, as in providing 
winter cantonments for the forces on. the 
coast. It was impossible yet to procure such 
returns as would enable him to lay an accu- 
rate estimate before the House, and he was 
convinced, that the expence would not be 
deemed improperly incurred, when the Hause 
would be aware, that the whole effective 
force of the country was at present covered 
by barracks. He should use all possible di- 
ligence in making out the account, and 
though he was not competent at present to 
bring it forward, he was prepared to give 
any gentleman who might be desirous of in- 
formation on the subject, every satisfaction 
in his power, either with respect to the de 
partment itself, or to the contracts which 
had been entered into respecting it, or any 
other point to which enquiry might be di- 
rected. He should be sorry that forms 
should preclude any gentleman from seeking 
information, and he would be happy to com- 
municate any in his power. He had now 
stated the grounds upon which he should 
move a vote of the Estimates, which was 2 
subject intimately connected with the most 
important interests of the empire. He 
trusted the House would be sensible of the 
advantage of improving, by every ppssible 
means, the disposition which prevailed in 
the country. Not only the Parliament had 
called for the exertion of every energy of 
the country, but the people had ‘manifested 
an eagerness in the cause, and a desire te 
employ every energy they possessed, evem 
before they were called. He had thought it 
his duty thus to state in a plain manner, and 
he hoped he had succeeded in making hime 
seif clearly understood, the nature of the 
Estimates which he proposed to move. He 
should now therefore move, the first Reso< 
lution. —On the question being put, 

Mr. Windham began by adverting to the 
manner in which the business had been 
opened by the hon. Secretary, which, he 
said, though very proper at any ordinary 
time, and though possibly very proper then, 
was so different from the view which he 
felt himself compelled to take of the sub« 
ject, that his observation, he feared, would 
appear very little to arise out of the state- 
anents which the House had just heard. His 
view of the subject went to the general de- 
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fence of the countiy both present and to 
cone. Under that notion, the difficulty was 
to know where to begin, or how to confine 
the discussion within. such bounds as he 
should wish to prescribe to it.. It was im- 
possible, in the course of such an inquiry, 
not to bring forward many points that must 
bear hard upon the hon. gent. opposite. 
He could not arraign the measures of the 
time without arraigning the conduct of 
‘those, by whom these measures were plan- 
ned; norcould he suffer his mind to be so 
engrossed and absorbed, as seemed to be 
the case with many, by the mere business 
of defence, as to lose all thought about the 
conduct and character of those to whom the 
national affairs wereentrusted. This, though 
in some respect’ a secondary consideration, 
inasmuch as it must be founded on proofs 
to be derived from an examination of their 
conduct, was, nevertheless, a very import- 
ant and necessary one, was connected 
with every part of the subject, and might 
serve, perhaps, as well as any that could be 
chosen, to present the subject in that point 
of view, in which it was most important to 
consider it. His own general opinion on 
this head, he could not better describe, than 
in some lines which gentlemen might have 
geen on Inn windows and shutters, where 
the writer, speaking of the faults of men and 
women, and allowing that many faults be- 
long to men, concludes, most injuriously 
and ungallantly, 
—_ Poor women have but two; 

There’s nothing good they say, and nothing 

right they do. 

These lines, however bad the poetry, and 
however false the sentiment, in its original 
application, were, he was sorry to say, per- 
fectly descriptive of his opinion of his Ma- 
jesty’s present ministers. That he might not 
seem to say this at random, without foun- 
dation or proof, he would beg only to take 
a short view of their conduct, as applicable 
to the actual state of things. - If he were to 
proceed strictly in this inquiry, though by 
no means unjustly, he should take up their 
conduct from the moment of the Treaty of 
Amiens. It was from that period, accord- 
ing to the opinion of many at the time, ac- 
cording to their own opinion, as declared 
since, that measures of precaution and de- 
fence ought to have begun. . They who 
had declared, that from the moment of the 
signature of that treaty, the conduct of the 
enemy was a continued series of vislence, in- 
sult, and -aggresston; they whose partisans 
had told us, that he must be ‘ nature's fool,’ 
and not the hon. gentleman’s, who could ever 
believe in the durability of that freaty; 


‘. 





they certainly could refuse to accept 
Treaty of Amiens, as the period from whid 
the defence of the country ought to ha 
been a subject never absent from th 
minds. But as he did not wish to deal hard} 
with the hon, gentlemen, as it would bg 
mean and niggardly to be sparing of con: 
cessions where the materials of charge ex. 
isted in such abundance, he would be con 
tent to date his examination from a mueh 
more recent period, and to leave out all the 
intervening space between the Treaty of 
Amiens, and the 8th of March, the day oy 
which his Majesty’s message was brought 
to Parliament. 
have been perfectly right, that from the 
moment peace was made, no matter with 
what circumstances, you were to proceed 
according to the established rule in sach 
eases, were to reduce your army, dismantle 
your fleet, dispose of all your stock and 
implements of war, sell off gun-boats fog 
little more than the value of the old iron, 
refuse for five guineas men whom you 
would be happy now to get back for fifty; 
discharge others, whom you could not get 
back at all, All this he would conclude to 
be right, and that, without the observaneé 
of these accustomed forms, ministers would 
never have been uble to persuade the coum 
try, or to satisfy themselves, that the peace 
which they had made was a real peace, 
and not a mere make-believe. He would 
consider their conduct only during the pe. 
riod subsequent to the 8th of March. The 
establishments of the country were then 
happily brought to the standard at which it 
was proposed they should remain; all the 
reductions had been completed; no subse 
quent alteration bad takeyg place; a vote 
in parliament might have passed, but no 
thing more: all the means of defence were 
as much to be re-collected as if the coum 
try had never been at war. Giving minis: 
ters full credit for the completely defence 
less state in which the country then was 
he would proceed to consider, .what the 
change was which they had since effeeted, 
and what the means which they had pos 
sessed for that purpose; so that by a com- 
parison of the means possessed, and the 
work done, a judgment might be formed a 
to the degree of blame or merit ascribable 
to their conduct. And here he would wish 
to adopt a method, such as was often em 
ployed on other subjects, where, when the 
quantum of objects could not be ascertail: 


ed with exactness, means were resorted 


for assigning at least a maximum or minimim, 
He had heard, where in the case of exorbk 
tant election charges, in a bill for cockad® 
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He would suppose it to t 
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instance, the candidate had offered to 
“pay for all the ribands that could be 
“proved to have been in the shop for the 
fast six months; or where the charge was 
for liquor, instead of attempting to calcu- 
Jate the number of drinkers, and the ave- 
rage quantity they might severally have 
drank, hédad proposed not only to pay for 
all that had been tn the cellar withia a cer- 
tain time, but to sauge the House, and to give 
gredit for all that could have been con- 
‘fained in it, sypposing it to have been one 
gntire cistern of liquor from the cellar to 
the garret. He would pursue a course 
somewhat similar in estimating the merit 
of the exertions of the hon. gentlemen, In- 
stead of saying ‘so much ought to have been 
done in recruiting, so much in completing 
the militia, so much in procuring defence in 
other ways,’ he would rather beg the House 
fotake a general view of the means pos- 
sessed by the country, of the manner in 
which ministers had the disposal of these 
means, of the time they have had to em- 
ploy them, and comparing ‘the whole with 
the result, to determine in their own 
minds, whether the affairs of the coun- 
try, in ‘this most critical concern of its 
defence, had or had not been placed in 
proper hands, [Let the several heads of 
comparison, as he had enumerated them, be 
considered more in detail. The means of 
the country, in its first and greatest article, 
the basis of all the rest, was a population of 
fifteen millions: the time, as he had agreed 
totake it, from the 8th of March, was nine 
months, three quarters of a year, ‘The 
wealth of the country was, he must con- 
fidently say, for this purpose unlimited. 
There was nothing that the country was 
vot willing to do in the way of personal 
service, or to contribute in the way of mo- 
ney. It was long, indeed, before the hon. 
gent. thought fit to call upon them. Whether 
itwas that they feared to alarm the holders of 
omnium, according to their own original 
acount, or whether they distrusted the zeal 
of the country, according to the explanation 
given of their intentions, in their second 
edition, when they had had the assistance of 
@ learned commentator (Mr. Sheridan) ; 
which ever of these was the case with respect 
to them, the result of the fact was, that the 
country was no sooner told of its danger, 
and summoned to rouse in its defence, than 
itobeyed the call with an alacrity which the 
.'gen lemen have since confessed them- 
selves to have been unprepared for. 
did not call spirits from the vasty deep,’ 
which refused to answer to their bidding. 
Qn the contrary, the hon. gent, had no 
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sooner began to #ry for this zeal, had hardly 
begun to sink this well, before the national 
feeling rose so fast upon them, that they 
found shemselves in danger of being overe 
whelmed by it, and begged for God’s sake to 
be pulled up agdin. ‘They no sooner turned 
this cock than it spurted in their faces, 
They had nothing to plead, therefore, on the 
score, that the country did not second their 
efforts, that it with-held its assistance, that 
it kept back its milk, as it were: the coun- 
try was ready to yield its resources to any 
amount for which they would have declared 
it necessary to call for them. So far as to 
the means which they possessed: but were 
the means employed inconsiderable, or not 
abundantly sufficient to prove the improvi- 
dent management of those who had the ad- 
ministration of them? The money expend- 
ed for the army of reserve alone, and that 
too in mere bounties, could not be estimat- 
ed at less than £1,000,000. For the vo- 
lunteers, the hon. gent. had just said, that 
the estimate for the ensuing year must be 
£700,000; and. therefore, for the year now 
closed, in which, if some articles were less, 
others were considerably greater, could not, 
he conceived, be less than £1,000,000. 
This, as the sum advanced by government 
to that object; to which, if he was to add, 
as undoubtedly he must add, the part 
contributed by individuals, he certainly 
should be within the mark, when he stated 
the whole expense incurred for volunteers at 
not less than £2,000,000. Here then was 
a sum of at least £3,000,000 expended in 
little more than the mere creation of a 
force ; and that in a avay, for the greater 
part of it, infinitely more oppressive than if 
raised by a general tax. What then, they 
were to ask, was the force created ? And 
upon this occasion the statement of the hon, 
gent. had something very grand and im- 
posing, perfectly in the stile of many states 
ments which were heard in that House, 
The safety of the country was provided for, 
it might be said, by a vast mass of armed 
force amounting to not less than 500,000 
men. He was tar from sure that the nume 
bers might’ not even exceed these limits, 
But, of course, it was not to be supposed, 
that they were to take this statement merely 
as it stcod in words, without inquiring a 
little, what this mass, this fabrick consisted 
of: how much of it was of solid masonry, 
part of the whole standing force of the coun 
try; how much was of a later date and less 
regular construction ; how much might be 
composed of materials still more recently 
collected, and more hastily put together, and 
be liable, in consequence, to various crack@ 
*Xx2 
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and settlements ; and what portion of it was 
mere lath and plaster, not distinguishable, 
perhaps, by the eye, and seeming to be a 
continuation of the same front, but no more 
the same with it, in reality, than one of the 
new temporary barracks, of which they 
might expect to hear so much soon, was to 
be considered as a building of the same sort 
with St. Paul’s or Westminster Abbey. It 
would be found, upon examination, and 
when this grea building came to be regu- 
Jarly surveyed, that a very small part in- 
deed, was regular army; that a large por- 
tion of it was militia; that another less con- 
siderable part was army of reserve; but 
thai three-fourths of the whole was the 
mere levy in mass, moulded into the form, 
and known under the title, of volunteer 
corns. ‘This is not what would have been 
understood, at least without explanation, in 
a report of the force of France, or Austria, 


or Prussia, or any other military power. Of 


the two first descriptions of force here enu- 
merated, it was not necessary to say much, 
"Lhe regular army was what they had aiways 
known the regular army to be, and never 
more, than daing the whole of the period 
of the Jatewar. ‘Vhe militia had long been 
wrought to a high degree of excellence, and 
was at that time, perhaps, in as great 
perfection as it was possible for troops to 
attain, of whom neither officers nor men 
could have had the benefit of actual ser- 
vice. Of the army of reserve the charac- 
ter must be for some time continually 
changing, according to their progress in 
training, and according to the manner in 
which the men were disposed of, either as 
selected, and incorporated into old batta- 
lions; making however, a very incommo- 
dious mixture of men serving upon differ- 
ent tenures ; or as put together in battalions 
by themselves. But in neither way could 
they be considered, for some time at least, 
as fit to be classed with the regular troops ; 
nor would it. be possible at any time for 
those so to class them, who refused to ad- 
mit to the description of a soldier, any man 
whose engagement of seryice did not ex- 
tend to term of life. Ii would be curious 
indeed, if those who resisted most pertina- 
ciously, and at.the hazard even of having 
no army, every aitempt to change the ser- 
vice of the line from life to term of years, 
should now find out that soldiers serving 
both for term of years, and for service within 
the realm only, were entitled to reckon as 
part of the regular army. But a great por- 
tion of these were, for the present, good for 
no service either without or within the 
realm. They were men newly collected 





_ PARL. DEBATES, Dre. 9.—A?my Estimates. 


together with their pockets full of money, | 
or whe had only emptied them by a conti,” 
nued course of intoxication, and had not 
yet got their grass flesh off, had not got the 
beer out of their bellies, which they had 
been swilling for weeks, many ef them at 
the rate of 50 guineas a man, As for thos 
who were left behind in what were call 
the reserved battalions, they, for the mogt 
part, were so left behind and reserved, 
because no one thought it worth hig 
while to take them, and were of a sort” 
which no time or drilling could ever 
render serviceable; time indeed, being 
with many of them the last thing they 
wanted, as the very objection to be urged 
was, that they were already past the 
age of service, The last and most im, 
portant, certainly the most. extensive 
head of force, was that which comprised 
the great body of inhabitants to whom armg 
had» been given or promised, the general 
collection of the volunteer corps. In speaks 
ing of these bodies, it was as well pers 
haps to attempt, thoogh he knew the at. 
tempt must be vain, to obviate the misrepres 
sentation, which he was aware, was lying 
in wait to seize upon every word he should 
say, 

(Hush’d in grimarepose expects his evening prey,) 


by observing, that what he had to condema 
in these institutions was not the individpals 
but the system. ‘That in speaking of a body 
of 400,000 men, he certainly did not meag 
to say that they were all useless, or worthless, 
or of a character he knew not what, that 
was to make them rua away at the sight of 
anenemy. He certainly should not be im: 
clined to say this of any 400,000 men, taken 
at random from among the inhabitants. of this 
country, and must necessarily be Jess ine 
clined to say so, of a body which from the 
manner of its being combined, must contain 
a greater proportion of the zeal, spirit, and 
patriotism of the country, than any other af | 
equal numbers taken without rele or, selecs 
tion. To impute therefore to any one a por 
pose of censuring the voluateers individually, 
was too childish to be deserving of notice. As 
little could he intend to say, that the body 
of volunteers, as at present constituted, were 


‘of no use: 400,000 men with arms in theig 


hands, and consisting for the most part of 
persons within certain ages, could not beso 
combined, as not to be capable of being use- 
ful. All that he meant to say was, that 
these corps must be for ever unsuited to the 
sort of service on which it was intended te 
employ them; and that the methods : pure’ 
sued with them were calculated to rendet 
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as little useful as it was possible for 
gach an assemblage of men to be. The idea 
was, as had been long foreseen, and long de- 
ted, to combine these into companies, 
fegiments, wad brigades, and to endeavour 
to make regular soldiers of them. He was 
of opinion that you never could make regu- 
Jar soldiers of them; and that the attempt 
todo so was founded in every respect upon 
false views, both of the nature of those corps 
and.of the military service in general. He 
grounded this opinion upon circumstances, 


‘certainly having nothing injurious in them 


to the characters of persons acting in volun- 
feer corps. It was no reproach to any one, 
that he was of an age, or size, or state of 
health, that did not admit of his performing 
the duties of a soldier: that he was the fa- 
ther of a family, and could not be spared 
from the care and superintendance of those 
who looked to him at every moment as their 
protector and gnide: that he was engaged 
in a business which he could not leave with- 
out ruin, and without ruin to those who de- 
pended on him for their support. There 
was no reproach in all this; but there was a 

reat deal in it, which must prevent corps, 
consisting for the most part of men so cir- 
cumstanced, from either performing for any 
length of time the duties of soldiers employ- 
ed on service, or from acquiring the expert- 
ness and habits by which those duties must 
be performed. These were traths which 
would not probably, be much disputed. All 
the world would agree, that to talk of giving 
to citizens and householders, (‘ to resident in- 
habitants paying scot and lot’) to men en- 
gaged in professions and callings, who were 
compelled to live on ope spot, were tied 
‘down by the care of families, who reject- 
ed military controul, were serving with- 
out pay, were officered in a great mea- 
sure by persons of their own description 
if not of their own choosing,—that to 
falk of giving to such men the character 
and qualities of regular soldiers, was the 
greatest of all absurdities. Yet this which 
every one would agree in, which no one 
would be hardy enough to deny, was the ut- 
most that had ever been said, in disparage- 
ihent, as it was called, of the volunteers, All 
the rest was a mere military question, by 
which the volunteers were not at all affect- 
ed, Once admit that collections of men 
such as he had just described, were not ca- 
pable of being formed into regular regi- 
Ments, that is to say, regiments possessing 
the properties which were looked for in 
troops of the line, and it then became a 
question, to be decided on general military 
Priaciples, and in which the volunteers were 
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no longer concerned, how. far corps of a 
certain acknowledged inferiority ought to . 
be employed in certain services, or to be 
placed in certain situations, And here a 
great mistake seemed to prevail of suppo~ 
sing, that whatever possessed in itself a cer- 
tain degree of force or strength, must by its 
addition to any thing of the same descrip- 
tion, produce a degree of force more than 
would be found in either of the parts sepae 
rately: that strength added to strength 
would always produce strength. But this 
was evidently not so. If the addition sup- 
posed was not judiciously made, weakness, 
instead of strength, might be the conse- 
quence. No one could doubt that a regi- 
ment of four or five hundred men, volun- 
teers or others, must possess some power of 
annoying anesemy. But was it sure that 
your line would be strengthened, and 
your general power of annoying and des 
defeating the enemy be increased by such 
addition ? Fle would take an example from 
a profession with which the House and he 
were, in general, probably less acquainted 
than they were even with military, affairs, 
but which might happen to be more fami- 
liar to them in this particular view, What 
was the reason that in naval actions, frigates 
and even fifty gun ships were not suffered 
to make part of the line? Was it, that fifty 
gun ships or even frigates were of no force ? 
That their balls did not hit hard? That some 
of their guns were not even heavier than a 

part of those which formed the battery of a 

ship of the line? By no means, It was, he, 
must conclude, because a line of battle at 
sea was a species of machine, so construct- 
ed, as to require a certain proportionate 

strength in all its parts, the failure of any 

one of which would draw after it the failure 
of all the rest. The same was the: case 
with an army. There also was a line, and 
which, as might be collected from the very 
expression of ‘ regiments of the line,” could 

be formed only of troops trained to a certain 
degree of discipline and regularity. To 
form it otherwise, to put into the line corps 

whichy from want of experience or instruce 

tion, might not maintain the part of the ac~ 

tion allotted to them, would not only be to 

endanger the whole by that particular 

failure, but might in a thousand other ways, 

embarrass the operations of an army, and 
defeat the plans of a commander. Ma- 

neuvres must be calculated upon supposed 

qualifications in the troops and officers, who 

are to execute them. What must be the 

situation of a general, if when directing the 

execution of any pressing service—a hill, 

suppose, to be occupied, a post to be main- 
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tained, a wood to be defended, a redoubt to 


be stormed—in a crisis. which left no leisure 
for deliberation or ‘inquiry he must be 
comparing the characters of the different 
corps under his command, and be exposed, 
at last, to the uncertainties of troops, whose 
composition was unknown, whose conduct 
ina day of action was to be tried for the 
first time, and who, in the mode of service 
now proposed for them, might involve in 
their defeat or miscarriage, the discomfiture 
of the whole army. These were not ob- 
jections to volunteers in general: so far 
from it, that he, on the contrary, had al- 
ways contended for them, to a far greater 
extent, though on a far less expensive foot- 
ing than that on which they were now esta- 
blished. His objections went only to volun- 
teers, moulded into the forms, aud destined 
for the sort of service which government 
had now assigned them. It was govern- 
ment which had given them this most false 
‘ direction ; which by dressing them in red 
€oats had betrayed, at once, the character 
jn which they meant to consider them, and 
the nse they meant to put them to,—a use 
for which they could never be made fit. 
This was the point on which he wished to 
insist. Other objections to the present sys- 
tem he should not now dwell upon; nor 
consider what might be the future danger 
arising to the state from bodies of armed 
mep, subject to no regular authority, go- 
verned by committees and sub-committees, 
and having more the character of debating 
societies than of schools of military disci- 
‘pline. He was considering them merely as 
part of the defence of the country against a 
foreign enemy, and in this view he must re- 
call to the attention of the House: first, 
the immense reduction to be made in our 
force, when, out of five or six hundred 
thousand, four were understood not to be 
soldiers, but only armed inhabitants; and 
next, when these armed inhabitants were 
prepared and fashioned in a manner so little 
yodicious, as in the plan now pursued. 
When to this was added, that by the ex- 
emptions given, contrary to the intentions 
of ministry, and by the mere effect of haste 
and oversight, numbers had latterly flocked 
into these corps, as a refuge from other 
service, and that so large a portion of the 
active population of the country was thereby 
locked up, and withdrawn from the service 
either of the army of reserve or militia, (the 
regular recruiting was out of the question) ; 
he would leave to the House to judge what 
eredit was to be given tothe hon. gentle- 
men on this head of the account. The 
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whole return, the whole force produced by 
the hon. gentlemen, after three millions ex. 
pended, and with the command of an un. 
limited credit, was 1st. 400,000 volunteers, 
such as he had described, and whose forma. 
tion operated, as he had described, in re. 
spect to the other services; 2dly, a militia, 
excellent in its kind, but incomplete, and 
rendered more difficult to be completed by 
the effect of the measure above reterred to, 
3diy, twenty, or six and twenty thousand 
army of reserve; and 4thly and lastly, an 
addition, (as he should have said) of 5,0v0, 
or (as he now understood from the hon, 
gentlemen) of 7,000 men to the regular 
army! This was all that the hon. gentle. 
men had-~ produced at the end of nine 
months, and as the fruit of all their fabour 
and travail. ‘This was all that the nation 
had got, in retuin for its large contributions, 
its ready sacrifices, its heavy expense, both 
of patience and money. Five thousand men 
to the regular army, five pints of reasonably 
good soup, was the whole that these state. 
cooks had been able to produce after all 
their simmerings and boilings, all the hams 
and chickens, and pounds of beef, which 
they had melted down, and the bills which 
they had run up in consequence at the dif. 
ferent shops.——Thus far he had gone in con. 
sidering what a great philosopher .of old 
would have called the /iving instruments of 
our defence. The inanimate instruments mist 
not be overlooked, though he should say but 
little to all the objects which that class would 
comprize, such as works, fortresses, pres 
parations by sea and land, every thing that 
wisdom and foresight could provide or could 
arrange, towards making the approach of 
an enemy difficult, or giving force and effi- 
cacy to the action of those who were pre- 
paring to resist him. In all this he feared 
a dreadful deficiency. Much as might be 
wanting in living means, the want of judg. 
ment and ability in the application of those 
means, the want of a presiding mind either 
to create resources, or to turn to account 
those already existing, he feared was not less 
considerable. He would not attempt to enter 
into a criticism either upon the general distri 
bution of the forces, which so far as it was 
builg upon a system of concentration, ér of 
collecting the force into great massés for the 
protection of vital parts, he certainly aps 
proved, nor would he offer any opinion os 
the considerable works going on at Chelms- 
ford and Chatham, having in fact, no opie 
nion to offer. He would touch upon ong, 
point only of that sort, and that not so mueh 
with a view of stating what he thought 
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gaght to be done, as of remarking on what 
was done, and upon the dreadful weakness 
and inconclusiveness of many of those rea- 
sonings, which governed the conduct of the 
country, in points where its very existence 
was at stake. From the northerarnost poitt 
on the coast of Suffolk, where the protection 
might be supposed to cease from the ship- 
ping at Yarmouth, toa part of the coast of 
Essex, where a naval defence of another kind 
might be supposed to begin; (and where he 
hoped it had at length begun, though, very 
late in the year it certainly had not made its 
appearance), there was a line of coast acces- 
sible in most weathers, and certainly very 
commodious for the landing of an enemy in 
such vessels as those in which they were ex- 
pected tocome. Upon this line he should 
unquestionably, think it highly advantageous 
if a defence were provided, formed by the 
construction of what were known to our 
ofacers under the name of Martello Towers, 
a species of edifice so called from a memo- 
rable instance of one at Martello-in Corsica ; 
where by a tower of this sort, garrisoned by 
some ten or half dozen men, and mounted 
with about two. guns, a ship of the line of 
ours and a frigate, were, during the last war, 
completely foiled and driven off, though they 
were able to approach within a quarter of a 
mile of the object, and though the captain, 














a most approved officer, would not withdraw | 


from the contest while there was a hope left, 
nor till he had lost an immense number of his 
men, and had had his ship twice set on fire, 
No one would pretend to say, that towers of 
this sort would not produce a great effect 
upon an enemy, whoever he might be, that 
came within the reach of their guns. That 
they would stop the disembarkation of infan- 
try, he was not prepared to say. On the 
cofitrary, he was of opinion that they would 
not. Great as the loss might be, the enemy, 
if determined, would still accomplish his 
object. But would the same be the case 
with artillery and horses? And would not 
the slaughter be immense, and the delay 
most important, were it possible that under 
such a fire a disembarkation of that sort 
could after all take place? The objection, 
therefore, to such defences must resolve it- 
self into the consideration of expense, or into 
that of the force which it would lock up, 
and the means which would be furnished to 


Whe enemy, should the fortresses in ques- 


‘Mion finally fall into his hands. As to the 
latter objection, he had clearly stated, 
what the contents of such towers were, 
aod what the loss would be to those 
from whom they should be taken, viz. 
a dozen men at the utmost, and a cou- 
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ple of guns. The value to the enemy would 
be none; for the gans would never be ttans- 
portable; and, certainly not the towers; and 
neither would be of any use to him where 
they were. But their uselessness to the 
enemy it was unnecessary to prove, as it was 
hardly possible that they should fall into his 
hands. It was of the nature of these small 
fortresses (quite the reverse of what was the 
case with redoubts) that they were equally 
impregnable to cannon and to miusquetry, 
and could not be taken but by such means as 
the enemy would neither have time nor in- 
clination to employ. The whole question, 
therefore, was a question of expense: and 
what would that expense be, incurred once 
for all, compared with the maintenance of 
such a living force, (supposing even that we 
had the force, and could spare it for that 
purpose,) as would give toany tract of coast 
the same security which would be derived 
from the defence in question? Considering 
the simplicity of the construction of these 
towers, the little interior fitting they would 
require, the rade materials of which they 
might be composed, (the stones made use of 
fur paving London, might serve for the most 
expensive part,) the facility with which ma- 
terials would be conveyed for buildings neces- 
sarily situated on the edge of the coast, andin 
its most accessible parts, itis difficult to con- 
ceive, that 10001. a piece must not be an 
ample allowance. And thus for a sum of 
30,0001., and with a force of 300 men, 
thirty miles of coast, in parts the most 
vulnerable, would be put in a state of se- 
curity far greater at least than any which 
they could enjoy without the aid of such 
precautionary measures. But let the House 
consider what happened without this. To 
supply the place of these despised towers, 
the coast was lined with sea fencibles, armed 
with pikes, a weapon which had been said, 
if he recollected right, in some of the circu. 
lar official papers, to be capable of great 
effect in the hands of a Briton, fighting for 
every thing that was dear to him. He 
wished the House:to reflect, what would be 
the situation of these pikemen, at Aldbo- 
rough for instance, one of tle places, where 
there was a corps of that sort, and which 
was situated on the part of the coast to which 
he had heen alluding. Here was a straight 
shore with deep water, and a beach, on 
which in moderate weather vessels might ran 
with confidence, without even shortening sail: 
and in these circumstances it was supposed, 
that when vessels should thus arrive, con- 
taining each a hundred soldiers, and cartying 
a four-and-twenty pounder on i s bow, men 
were-fo stand on the shore with their pikes, 
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and push them off! Was this thie idea of a bold 
Briton? or was it the idea of master Frib- 
ble? ** Begone, fellow.” ‘You might as well 
suppose, that the enemy was to be kept off 
by bodkins or knitting-needles, It was cer- 
tainly not by a force of this sort, that the 
coast could be defended. The great argu- 
‘ment, indeed, was, that it could not be de- 
fended at all, and that therefore no defence 
should be attempted. And here he wished 
to recall the attention of the House to that 
sort of loose, vague, inconsiderate style of 
reasoning, to which he had before alluded, 
and to which, it was melancholy to think, 
the very lite and being of the state was some- 
times entrusted. When a proposal was made, 
for securing a part of the coast by works, 
as happened in the case of an hon. friend 
behind him (Colonel Craufurd) the answer 
universally made was, that you could not 
fortify every part of the coast; and thence it 
was meant to be inferred, that it was useless 
to fortify any. But what was the sort of rea- 
soning that could lead to this as a conclusion? 
In many cases, he was ready to allow, that 
an argument to that effect would be just. 
if the question was of shutting mice out of 
a pantry, the conclusion would be correct, 
that to stop up one hole was useless, while 
any other was suffered to remain open. 
The strength of a chain, according to an old 
observation, was the strength of the weakest 
link. To fortify those above it was useless : 
to add ‘to the strength of those below it might 
be injurious, as well as useless; because, 
without adding to the general strength, you 
might add something to the weight. But 
were any one to apply that same reasoning 
to a-chain in a figurative sense, to a chain of 
posts, nothing could be more false and in- 
conclusive. It is not here as in the other 
case, that the force applied acted through 
every part. The force acted only on the 
part to which it was applied; and if that 
part happened to be the strongest, would be 
resisted with the power of the strongest. It 
was true, that if the enemy knew your weak 
point, and could be sure of carrying his at- 
tack there, all that he was arguing against, 
must be admiited. But would any one main- 
tain, that such was the fact ? Was this, what 
they. heard on other occasions? When the 
darter of invasion was in discussion, haw 
were those laughed to scorn, who seemed to 
reason upon. the idea, that the enemy, once 
embarked, could say either where he should, 
or where he should not, touch the land ? How 
much of our confidence was founded, and 
justly founded, on the uncertainty which 
belongs to all the enemy's operations, and in 
the impossibility of his fixing with certainty 
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the point in which his descent must be made} 
Yet here the tables were suddenly turned; 
and to attempt to secure any part of the 
coast, while another was left unguarded, was 
treated as trifling and childish; because the 
etemy would be sure to chuse what was 
weakest, and must be able to guide his ar. 
mament with perfect precision to the part, 
whatever it was, that he should chuse. He¢ 
urged this topic, with a view to expose the 
sort of reasoning, which was admitted oftey 
into concerns of the greatest importance, and 
night prevail possibly at the present moment 
in questions more eritical and more certaif, 
than that which he had brought forward re 
specting the coast of Suffolk. There was, in 
fact, no security any where with persons 59 
wholly unsuited, to the arduous crisis ‘in 
which they had to act, as the hon. gentlemen; 
In every part of their system little consides 
rations were mixing themselves with great, 
so as to spoil the effect of the whole, and 
prevent its working truly in any of its ope. 
rations. This was eminently the case in thé 


‘pecuniary part, where a wild profusion was 


so combined with a mean parsimony, thatit 
was like the conduct of a man, who in giving 
a great entertainment with all the dainties 

the season, peas at a guineaa quart, should 
disgrace the whole by a scarcity of clean 
glasses, or by a coarse and ill-washed tables 
cloth. With this must be coup!ed, as it pos 
sibly arose out of it, an extraordinary passion 
for machinery, into which the bon. gents. had 
been led, partly, as it appeared, by the hope of 
working cheaper, and partly by that common 
error, of supposing that a great machine must 
be calculated to produce a great effect.. Theit 
machines were much like that which Hoe 
garth represents, where the wedge, the lever, 
the axis in paritrochio, all the mechanical 
powers were introduced for the purpose of 
drawing a cork, an operation which a waiter 
or butler would perform more effectually, as 
well as more expeditiously, by a little instru 
ment from his pocket called a cork-screw. It 
was of the nature of all machinery, thatin pro- 
portion as the parts were complicated, the 
movement was likely to be slow; net to mens 
tion thatif any part should happen to be mis 
placed, or wanting, or ill-adjusted, the whoie 
must be ata stand. ‘Lhis was very much the 
case with some of the machines of the hon 
gentlemen. In order to keep their spore 
out of sight, and to throw as muchas possib, 

upon individuals without the interventiot 
of Parliament, they had set up their grand 
system of lord lieutenants, deputy lieutes 
nants, lieutenants of division, inspectors of 
divisions, superintendants of parishes, &¢. 
&c, persons yery proper to be appointed, and 
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tobe held in readiness, but very improper 
for much of the work on which they were 
employed, namely, that of getting the coun- 
try into a state of military defence. Of all 
the instruments to work with for such a 
parpose, the worst, surely, that could be de- 
vised, was that of a deputy lieutenant’s meet- 
ing. Every one had heard frequently, and 
almost proverbially, of the slow progress of 
oficial business. But at what rate must 
that business proceed, which had for its of- 
fice a county? Which, instead of clerks 
with salaries, amenable to superiors, com- 
pellable to a certain attendance, acted by 
country gentlemen, subject to no authority, 
who were bound by no especial duty, who 
might attend as much or as little as they liked, 
and who might feel possibly that they confer- 
red a favour every time that they attended at 
all? Offices, too, in which government busi- 
ness was transacted, were open commonly 
every day, and for many hours each day. But 
what must be the condition of that office, 
whose days of attendance were one in a 
week, and whose office-hours were about 
| three in each of those days? This office was 
likewise a corresponding office: but what 
must be the activity of that correspondence, 
where between the letter and its answer 
there must be an interval always of a week ? 
He teok no netice here of the manner in 
which at such meetings business must ne- 
eessarily be conducted, where few possibly 
had given much attention to the object in 
question, where no one had any right to pre- 
sctibe to the rest, where many would come 
more to talk of their own private business or 
to meet those they were in quest of, than to 
promote the object in question, where most 
were impatient to be gone, where all had 
voices, and, what was possibly not the least 
evil, where every one had a right to declare 
that voice at as great length as he thought 
proper. He would not better illustrate the 
effects of the system which had thrown bu- 
siness into this course, than by stating what 
had happened upon the subject of signals. 
It might have been thovght, that the ar- 
ranging a system of signals, as it must have 
been among the earliest and most pressing 
objects of attention, that which, in gome sort, 
was to give effect to every thing else, was 
the one also which would have been most 
easily accomplished, and most speedily car- 
tied into effect. The mode that had been 
adopted, was, too, of the most simple 
kind; A line of stations was to be esta- 
blished along the coast, placed under the 
direction of persons appointed by the Ad- 
miralty, and qualified to collect and to 
convey, by means of the Admiralty sig- 
Vou, IV. 
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nals, such more detailed intelligence as was 
necessary for officers appearing off the coast, 
or commanding at the naval stations; while 
from this, as from a circumference, other 
lines were drawn inland, for the mere pur= 
pose of giving alarm, or for communicating 
a few of the more simple results of what had 
been observed upon the coast. Any one 
would suppose that this was a work, which 
would not take long in completing; con- 
sidering that it was of that sort, which might 
be going on in all places at once, so that the 
time necessary for the whole would be no 
more than what had been required for the 
latest of the parts; and that in three weeks 
ora month from the first alarm, that is, 
from the 8th of March, however much our 
means of resistance might have been want- 
ing, we should at least not have been liable 
to see the enemy amongst us without notice 
of his approach. And so it would have beea 
with any set of persoris, who would have 
done things in a plain way: who would have 
been content ‘‘ to draw a cork with a cork- 
screw.” But not so, the savers of money, 
and the lovers of machinery. By seeking to 
divide the expense of these signals with the 
counties, and throwing the business, in con- 
sequence, into the train which he had de- 
scribed, the result was (the House would 
hear it with astonishment) that in some of 
the maritime counties, immediately exposed 
to the enemy, and where the attack was 
most expected, the system of signals, even in 
those parts of it, which were most essential, 
and on which the whole depended, was not 
completed to that very hour, It would na- 
turally be inquired, how this could happen ; 
and the explanation might be given, by stat- 
ing only what had taken place in the county 
to which he belonged. When the deputy- 
lieutenants signified to the lieutenant of di- 
vision, that stations must be prepared for the 
reception of the naval officers: the lieute- 
nant of division did not care to stir in the 
business, till! he knew whether the sums 
which Ne should advance, would be repaid 
to him by the deputy lieutenants. The de- 
puty lieutenants on the other hand, were a 
little shy of engaging for this money, till 
they should know, whether they could make 
it good from the county: and, on the part 
of the county, it was quickly replied, that 
the lieutenants would look in vain for repay- 
ment there: for that the sums in question 
were no article for a county-rate, and in no 
county-rate should they be admitted. Here 
the matter hung for some time, and here it 
might have hung still longer, if the Deputy 
Lieutenants, weary of this slow returnof cor- 
respondence, and impatient of further delay 
ey y 
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in a matter so important and urgent, had not 
resolved to take the risk upon themselves, 
and to direct the completion of the work, 
trusting that government would see them 
finally repaid. This government had en- 
gaged to do so; and the county of Norfolk 
might by that time, perhaps, be in posses- 
sion of its signals. Bat by whose fault had 
ithappened, that it was not in possession 
of them. sooner? It must fairly be said, 
notby ‘the fault of anv one. The striking 
feature of the case was, that with so great 
a‘delay aad such. a succession of persons, 
noone could be found to whom the delay 
was imputable. The Lieutenant of Divi- 
sion could not be blamed, for not being 
willing to.advance his money, till-he knew 
by whom he was to be repaid. ‘he De- 
puty Lieutenants might well have been jus- 
tified, had they persisted in refusing to the 
Jast, to take upon themselves an expense, 
which they had no means of recovering 
from the county. The county was wel! 
warranted in insisting that their charge was 
one, which was incurred for the general 
safety, and which ought to be defrayed by 
ageneral tax. The Admiralty were not 
to blame for delaying to send officers, and 
commence the expenses of their establish- 
ment, till they should know that houses 
were ready to receive them. But this suc- 
eessive justification of all the parties con- 
eerned in the measure, was the most/com- 
plete condemnation of the system to which 
it belonged. What must that system of 
proceedings be, in which, when every 
party underit had done his dnty, nine months 
could. elapse, before the maritime counties 
were furnished with their establishment of 
signals? With this example he might 
safely close his account of the conduct of 
the hon. gents. as persons fit to direct 
the energies, and call out the resources of 
the country, at the present moment. The 
mstance itself, as a circumstance in the si- 
tuation of the country, was now of no 
great importance; as it might be hoped, 
that by this time, or at least in about a 
month more, the evil was, or would be, at 
an end, and the maritime counttes be pre- 
pared with their signals, But it was not so 
with the state of the army, and of the mi- 
litary force of the’country. Here was not 
only a great misconduct, but a great na- 
tional eviland danger, present and future. 
The hon. gentlemen had not only not pro- 
vided an army, but had brought things to a 
state, in which, without some great change, 
it was impossible that an. army should be 
provided. Thearmy of reserve, the only 
channel of recruiting not yet dry, would 
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soon, possibly, be dry likewise. It had 
yielded 7ooo men: it was doubtful how 
many more it had to yield. Whatever 
it gave to the army, was so much 
in diminution of its own numbers.< 
How much might continue to ooze in from 
it, in its decreased and decreasing state, wag 
very uncertain; not to mention the dread. 
ful expense and rumous example of those 
successive enrolments—this double bounty, 
At all events the supply, in this way, had 
necessarily a termination, It was an arti 
ficial, not a natural cascade. ‘As a supply, 
it must at last run out. When recruits 
should have entered from this army, equal 
to the original numbers, the measure wasat 
an end, The army of reserve, therefore, could 
not be looked upon as a permanent mode of 
recruiting and reinforcing the army; and, 
in the mean while, by this and their other 
measures, ministers had laid the foundation 
of such difficulties, as would render it 
nearly impossible that any such mode 
should be devised in future. The proba 
bility was, that after yielding to the army 
a few more thousands, so much would just 
remain of the arigy of reserve, as would 
be sufficient to preserve the example of 
this anomalous force, and to make recruit. 
ing impossible by contributing, with the 
militia, to continue the high rate of bounties, 
In aid of all these mischiefs came the effect 
of the volunteer system, which, as the hon, 
gentlemen had managed it, whether by 
design or by mistake, locked up 400,000 
men of the active population of the coun. 
try. What a blow was here! He was 
tempted to callout to the hon. gentleman, 
as the Roman Emperor did to. his Geaerah, 
Redde mihi, Vare, legiones. Seventy thousand 
men and more, withdrawn from the supply 
ofthe army of reserve, by the militia ; and 
400,000 men withdrawn from both militia, 
andarmy ofreserve by the volunteers ; and 
the army of reserve, the only source for 
recruiting the army; with what sort of 
men, and at what rate of recruiting, was 
the army likely to be: supplied? All this, 
as a future consideration, the hon. gentle. 
men thought nothing of.—They had got, 
or thought they had got (they had in fact, 
got no such thing), what was sufficient for, 
present defence; and, beyond that, they 
never thonght of looking. Defence was 
their utmost horizon, All beyond wag 
clouds and darkness. But to those, wh@ 
did not wish to bound their views merely. by 
that consideration, who thought that if the 
country was to exist after the present dang 
gers, it was of some conséquence to cons 
der what that-existence was to be; to sucl 
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ersons it would be a matter of anxiety to 
know, how the country was to proceed 
without the use ofa disposable force, and if 
such a force should appear necessary or de- 
sirable, in what manner it was to be ob- 
tained. His ideas upon this subject had long 
since been declared, and he had not been 
able, by any subsequent reflexion or inqui- 
ty, to get beyond the notions which he 
had at first formed. His opinion had been, 
and was, that, asa first step, there should 
be an universal abolition of the system of 
substitution. That all commutation for 
personal service (as commutation there 
must be), should be made by fixed fine, so 
asto render government the only recruiter 
in the market without competition from 
militia, army of reserve, or any other ser- 
vice. That to meet, and co-operate with 
the efiects of the advantage thus given, 
service, in the army, should be changed 
from life to term of years; drafting should 
be formally abolished ; means possibly de- 
vised to render service in the West-Indies 
fess frequently necessary ; and some other 
subordinate regulations adopted, calculated 
to give to the profession of a soldier advan- 
fagesand attractions, additional to those, not 
inconsiderable ones, which it already had. 
With these things done, he was of opinion, 
that the condition of the country was not so 
changed, either as to the wealth or inclina- 
tions of the lower orders of its inhabitants, as 
to make it impossible, that, upon a greatly 
increased population, the army should be 
fecruited as in former times. He was by 
no means sure, thatifthese methods had been 
adopted, at the time when they were first 
suggested (and still more if they had been 
adopted at a period somewhat earlier) the 
army: would not have been recruited, 
and the general defence of the country 
increased, even at this moment, far beyond 
What it had been by the boasted measure 
of the army of reserve. That it would be so 
in the end, there could not be the smallest 
doubt. In a comparison of these measures, 
the same distinction must be observed, as 
gentlemen, accustomed to planting, knew 
how to make between a sown and a planted 
tree: though the latter would have the ad- 
Vantage at the beginning, and it might be, for 
fome few years, it was known which would 
ootstrip the other at the long run.—But 
should the danger at any moment be such, 
a not to wait the gradual progress of re- 
eruiting, however successful; or should the 
general success of recruiting, even in the 
Hew circumstances proposed, be less than he 
Was Willing to imagine, it would be then 
Open to haye recourse to compulsory mea- 
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sures; but measures so chosen, (that is to 
say, of which the abolition of substitution | 
should make part), as to become @ powerful 
stimulus to recruiting, instead of presenting 
any impediment to it. He was 25 litle a 
friend to compulsory measures, where they 
could be avoided, as any other gentleman: 
but lie would not court popularity, nor dis- 
credit his own judgemect by decrying them 
as unconstitutional. He had shewn, on a 
former occasion, together wiih several of hig 
hon. friends; that so far trom objecting. face 
tiously to any measure of governbacni, or 
lying in wait to raise a cry against the hen, 
gentienen, he was more ready than the 
hon, gentlemen had seemed to be, to brave 
that cry, ia support of any measure of the 
soit alluded to, which the circumstances of 
the times might render necessary.——These 
were his ideas of the measures to be adopted, 
for creating that first and most indispe nsab'e 
requisite in the present state of Le world, ° 
as well for the sake of immediit s.fety, 
as with a view to the future condition of the 
émpire,—a regular aud disposabie mil.tary 
force. Instead of this, the hon. gentlemen 
seemed by their measures to be io king to 
any other force, rather than that of a regular 
army, the augmentation to which was as yet, 
by their own account, only 7000 men, while 
by their general conduct they had brough 
the country to a staic, in which, at the. 

of nine months, a. line of cruizers, or (¢ 
cording to the expression of an old | 
whom he did not dare to quete in ihe 
ginal) * asingle piank of wood,” 4 

that protected the country, he wor 

say, from the ‘* grave,” but from evi 
dangers, of a magnitude not to be 
scribed, 

Mr. Secredary Yorke,—Sir ; 
long, and certainly very entertaining speech, 
which you have just heard, I fear that | -bal! 
neither merit, por be able to obiain trom you 
and the House, that patience and that avien- 
tion, winch I shal! have aimpic cceasion foi 
in replying to the attacks that the right. | 
gentleman has inade on me, and ow un 
the measuves of the present.adiiinisiratio: 
The hon. gent. has quoted a passage of ver 
indifferent poeiry, to prove 


afi t 
aifér tne ve 


that there 
ie nothing good We say, and notdin. wise 


non ot the 


do;” but, in my op ountry, «ric 
of this House, the present government, if] 
may jddge tron the experience of the | 
session of Parliament, or the actua 
of the pe ple, has little to apprehend 
the opposition of the right hon. gentic 
or the application of what he hes « 
During that session, it must be 
that we heard maby excellent 

YT y3 
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speeches (and I should be sorry that the right 
hon. gent. were deprived of the opportunity 
of amusing and instructing the House ;) but 
then we had to set off against them some 

ood ministerial votes, the cordial and zeal- 
ous support of a very great majority of this 
House. The right hon. gent. has begun by 
condemning the constitution of the army, 
considering it as the whole of a military 
system; and has enforced, with all the elo« 
quence and ingenuity that he is master of, 
the necessity of a total alteration in it: for 
considering, he says, the power, the means, 
and the intentions of France, it is absolutely 
incumbent on us to effect an entire change 
n our military system. I need scarcely re- 
peat to the right hon. gent., that peculiarly 
constituted as the army of this empire is, 
there is no power, save and except the omni- 
otence of Parliament, that can operate those 
changes he so forcibly recommends. The 
sanction of the legislature must precede the 
jmprovements, (if improvements they are) 
that the right hon. gent. advises. I have 


no objection to taking the whole of our mi- 
litary system under general consideration, 
provided that the right hon, gent. will have 
the pradence to omit the minute details; for, 
J trust, that every one who hears me will 
zilow, that a Committee of this House is not 
the best or the fittest place to go into an ac- 


curate examination of the merits or defects 
of such a complicated system. The right 
hon, gent. has found much cause for disap 
probation, in the defenceless and vulnerable 
State in which some part of the coast has 
been suffered to remain. In reply to this, I 
will frankly admit, that it is not in as good 
a state of defence as it might have been, 
considering our means and the spirit of the 
peoples but still I shall contend, that it is 
ully sufficient for the protection of the 
country, and capable of affording a very se- 
rious resistance to any probable effort of the 
enemy. The right hon. gent. has been par- 
ticularly severe in his condemnation of two 
measures of the government, which took 
place immediately after the signing of the 
eace of Amiens, the disbanding of the ar- 
my, and the disarming and dismantling of 
the navy. J mast, Sir, most solemnly pro- 
test against the view which the right hon, 
gent. has taken of those measures, for the 
true state of the facts will not justify the in- 
ferences he has endeavoured to draw from 
them. At no period of our history was 
there ever, at the conclusion of a peace, an 
establishment both naval and military, main- 
tained, that would support any comparison 
with that voted and sanctioned by this House, 
subsequent to the ratification of the defini- 
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tive treaty. Exclusive of that which took 
place in the cavalry, in which I admit it was 
considerable, the diminution in the rest of 
our force, the infantry, I mean, was very 
trifling indeed; not more than 7,000 men 
out of the whole of our regular army. | The 
rest of those disbanded were troops whose 
services were limited, partly consisting 
of second battalions, who volunteered from 
the militia, whose ‘time were within a year 
of expiration, and whose services, for that 
short time, government, for very cogent and 
prudential reasons, deemed it adviseable to 
dispense with. With regard to the numerical 
enumeration of our force, I can meet the 
right hon. gent., not only with pleasure but 
with absolute confidence on that head. | 
will state, for the information of that right 
hon. gent., and for the satisfaction of this 
House, that our regular force has been nearly 
doubled since last session of Parliament. In, 
stead of 60,000 we have now an effective re. 
gular force of 120,000 men. In this num, 
ber I certainly mean to include the army of 
reserve, which has been incorporated with 
the regular army, and which, for every mi 
litary purpose, is as effective as any regulars, 
although, perhaps, according to a phrase of 
the right hon. gentleman’s, “ they have not 
yet got the grass out of them.” In answer 
to the right hon. gent.’s objections to the 
battalions of reserve, I will allow, that al- 
though they may not be as good as the 
others, still I will maintain, that such is the 
general practice in all, or most; of the great 
military services of Europe. There is scarce 
ly ove of them in which the practice does 
not prevail of establishing reserved batta- 
lions, or battalions of dépot. Such a part of 
a military: system is not unattended with 
great utility ; it is equal to many and very 
important services, for undertaking garrison 
duty for instance, and by that means relieve 
ing the troops of the line, and adding to the 
disposeable force of the country. As to the 
militia, I assert that they are as good as ever, 
Their number amounts to above 70,000 in 
England, and to 14,000 in Scotland. They 
have been inspected and seen under arms 
by a nomber of general officers, and they 
haye extorted the applause and approba- 
tion of every person of military eminence 
who has seen them. The volunteers, as1 
before stated, amount to upwards of 379,000, 
among which there are 340,000 infantry, 
with a proportion, and certainly no incone 
siderable one, of 17,000 officers. The rest 
of the volunteer force is made up of cavally 
and artillery; and it is this numerous 

of men, disciplined almost as well as any 
equal body of men could be in the time th 





1703} 


"the right hon. gent. is pleased to consider as 
' pot an effective force, . Although, Sir, they 
may not at the outset be capable of meeting 
aregular army in line of battle, a circum- 
stance, by the bye, not much to be appre- 
hended, or expected in a country like this, 
et stil there are many possible contingencies 
in which they may be eminently useful. 
By acting on the flanks and rear of the ene- 
my; by making demonstrations; by contri- 
buting, with their numbers, to increase to 
the eye of the enemy, the magnitude of our 
regular force ; on these and similar occasions, 
they will not prove, as the right hon. gent. 
has said, an ineffective force, but a formi- 
dable and highly efficient one: and when- 
ever the actual struegle comes, whenever 
they are to contend jor their country and 
their homes, for every thing that is dear to 
their feelings and to their honour, I am con- 
fident that they will all be found to do their 
duty, and that many of them will enter into 
theline. As to the right hon. gentleman's 
objection to their clothing, I must allow that 
it is a matter of regret, that they have not 
all adhered to the national colour, and prin- 
cipally because as the departure from it may 
occasion some confusion. I even am tempt- 
ed to wish, that they had all adopted the re- 
gulation clothing, although that is not of so 
very much importance, as it is impossible, 
when acting in large bodies, that an enemy 
could distinguish the difference at a few hon- 
dred yards distance. The right hon. gent., 
as he conceives, has made a still more serious 
objection against ministers, for he asserts, 
that the volunteer system at first made no 
part of their means of defence, Sir, in re- 
ply to this, I will only recal to this House 
an act which passed in the year 1802, in 
which, among others, there were express 
provisions, not only for continuing the old 
volunteers, but even for accepting new of- 
fers. 
gentlemen, that such an act was before this 
House, and that it created no discussion. It 
was in vain that I wished to call the attention 
of the House to the whole of our military and 
yolunteer system. “The provisions and prin- 
ciples of that bill passed through the House, 
with little comment, and as little attention. 
Surely, if there had been any thing vicious 
in that system, it should have been resisted 7 
limine. The General Defence Act, as it is en- 
titled, did not embrace the volunteer system, 
nor was it meant to supersede it, The propo- 
sition for exonerating the parishes, if volun- 
teers should offer to acertain extent, was made 
With the unanimous concurrence of this 
House. The whole nation rose as one man, 


@Ad it was fom that cause that the idea of 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 9.—<Army Estimates. 


Sir, it must be in the recollection of. 





11706 


parochial companies was laid aside. Was 
such an impetuous and gallant disposition 
on the part of the people, to be rejected by 
us?. Were we to say to them, we won't 
accept your services, we will resort to our 
compulsory means? Sir, I need not sug- 
gest to the right hon. gent. how culpable, 
1 should almost say, how criminal, govern- 
ment would have been, if they had not 
availed themselves of the spirit of the peo- 
ple, which we have never endeavoured to 
repress, as the hon. gent. has charged us 
with, but which, on the contrary, we have 
done every thing to promote. As to the 
state of the arsenals, though that appertains 
more immediately to the ordnance depart~ 
ment, I will assert, that they never were 
more abundantly provided. Upwards of 
400,000stand of arms have been distributed, 
and it was the question of arms, and the 
question of exemptions, which first com~ 
pelled the government to the determination 
of restricting the extent of the volunteer~ 
system. I lament, that I possess not the 
ability to reply to the whole of the ingeni- 
ous speech, which the right hon. gent. has 
delivered. With regard to his observa- 
tion abaut a directing mind, I, for my 
own part, will admit, that I am not fortu- 
nate enough te possess all the talent that the 
right hon. gent does; but I will not yield 
to him, or any man, in the disposition to 
serve the country with zeal, and, I trust, 
with effect. We, Sir, will doright, if we 
can, and while we do so, we will expect 
the support of the couatry. With regard 
to the principle of fortifying, although that 
is the exclusive province of the Board of 
Ordnance, yet I shall make a few observa- 
tions on that branch of our military system, 
I entirely coincide with the idea, that se- 
curity is our best economy; and I will 
candidly allow, that in my opinion, that part 
of our system has been too much neglected ; 
and it is on that account, that the plan 
which was submitted to Parliament, so far 
back as the year 1786, had not been adopt- 
ed. Not that I think, consisting as the 
population of this country does of a brave 
and gallant race of men, surrounded by the 
sea, and encircled by a navy the most nu- 
merous, enterprizing, and well-appointed 
of any in the world, that we have any oc- 
casion to resort to a very extensive plan of 
that species of defence. As to the Martelle 
towers, which the right hon. gent. has re- 
commended so strongly, and the advantages 
of which he has illustrated so clearly by an 
instance which I shall not attempt to dis- 
pate, I will say that their establishment de- 
pends upon the opiaion of military officers, 
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and, if adviseable, most certainly should 
Be adoptéd, wherever they are practicable. 
To tie obj¢ctions which the right hon. gent 
has made to the pdrticaldr mode of employ- 
ing the Séa Fencibles, I will observe, that 
it is intended that some further arrange- 
merits, with respect ‘to that branch of the 
national defence should be mae in this 
session: _ Constituted as they are, even at 
this moment, they are eminently useful. 
They are competent to the manning of the 
gun-boats, and in that capacity, I am con- 
Wineed, would be more than a match for 
any forée of the same kind that France 
eould send against us. Indeed, I think [ 
shoul not say too much, if I hazarded the 
assertion that they would be able to beat all 
its boasted flotillas, The right hon. gent. 
Gas said much about adopting a compulsory 
$ystent of recruiting the army, by a novel 
and rather extrdordmary mode of putting 
an-end to the volunteer system. I do not 
Know, at least I have not made up my mind 
to say, whether the kind of compulsion the 
right -hon. gent, reconiniends, be strictly 
constitutional or not. J know that it is 
within thé omnipotence of Parliament to 
ordain it; bat I much doubt that the army 
could ever be efficiently recruiting by adopt- 
ing the system of fining, and employing 
the revenue drawn therefrom in the manner 
the right lion. gent. has suggested. Much 
les? do I approve of the practice resorted to 
on former occasions, [ mean ; that of allow- 
ing’ individuals to raise regiments. The bad 
effects of that ‘system have been felt from 
experience, and it has not been thought 
adviseable to recur to it again. J, think 
there is but one more of the right hon. 
génticnian’s suaggestions, which it is ne- 
cessary forme to advert to, and that is, the 
recommendation of enlisting for a certain 
térm of years, To this there is one insuper- 
able objection, and that is, that it could not 
be done without disorganizing the whole of 
our military systera; for it must be extend- 
é¢d to the whole of the army, or it would 
inevitably produce jealousies and dissatis- 
faction, that might prove fatal to that strict 
discipline and prompt obedience and alacrity, 
Without which an army is nothing. I am 
@warethat such a practice prevailed in the 
Austrian service, and I know that it was 
oie of the greatest defects init. Let any 
tian only’ consider the consequence that 
would attend the adoption of such a system, 
particularly if a number of troops were 
dtdered‘ abroad, whose’ perioil of service was 
niéarly expired, and who possibly might have 
aclaim to’ be discharged before they could 
atrive halfway to the place of their desti- 
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nation, F am sure when the right hon, 
gent. reflects a little upon what he has thyy 
recommended, he will have good  sepge 
enough to perceive the utter impracticabilit 
of it, and candour enough to acknowledge 
it. Ihavethus, as far as [ am able, replied 
to every observation of the right hon. gent, 
which I have conceived to be material, | 
regret that I have been obliged to trespass 
so long upon the patience of gentlemen, 
and that they have been so ill repaid for the 
attention they have afforded me. 

Mr, Pitt,—It is not my intention at present, 
Sir, to follow the example of my right hon, 
friend, (Mr. Windham) in taking that de 
tailed and comprehensive view of the subject 
before the Committee ; neither is it my ins 
tention to go into any retrospective dis. 
cussion of the measures of government, 
nor to inquire whether the extraordinary 
mears with _which they were entrusted 
before the last prorogation of parliament, 
have been exercised with sufficient vigour 
and ability, Considering the danger with 
which the country was threatened as not 
yet past, convinced that the crisis still im- 
pends, and that still we have further efforts 
to exert, and further precautions to adopt, 
in order tq enable us to meet it, I am 
anxious to direct your attention only to such 
points as are peculiarly urgent, and on 
which delay would be incohvenient, if not 
dangerous ; and to suggest prospectively, 
the consideration of those objects which are 
immediately connected with the public se- 
curity. JI am still less inclined at present 
to examine all the questions that might be 
included in the resolutions presented to the 
Committee, opening a wide field of dise 
cussion of ‘the conduct of government and 
the state of our defence. I wish to confine 
myself particularly to what is more directly 
before us—the nature, the amount, and thé 
proposed management of the military force 
of the country. I am the more anxious todo 
this, as I have the misfortune to differ fun- 
damentally from my right hon. friend, with 
regard to what should be the nature of that 
force to which we ought to look as a perma 
nent source of safety throughout the whole 
of this contest, however long may be its dus 
ration. No man thinks more highly than] 
do of the importance of a regular military 
force, or of the regular force of this country, 
No man is more convinced that the excels 
lence of regular military forces is unattaine 
able in the same degree by any species of 


forcé which can be employed; but, in the 


last ‘session of Parliament, | professed an opie 
nion, which I still maintain, that there aré 


other kinds of force to which, as*subsidiary 
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tothe regalar force, and as composing a save 
‘gnd.efficient system, of national defence, it is 
wise and proper to resort. Parliament, it- 
self, by savciioning and regulating the vo- 
lunteer system, adopted this ,principle; and 
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if in the execution of that system, govern- 
ment have adhered ‘to the policy which Par- 
jiament approved, and to the provisions it 
enacted, they must stand acquitted of all 
blame. On that subject, however, other 
parts of their conduct may be liable to cen- 
sure. Iwas formerly, and still am of opi- 
nion, that to a regular army alone, however 
superior, however excellent, that to the re- 
gular army, even aided by the militia, we 
ought not solely to trust; but that in a mo- 
meut so eventful, in a crisis so full of dan- 
ger, in a contest so singular in its character, 
and which perhaps may be tedious in its du- 
tation, we ought to superadd to the regular 
army some permanent system of national de- 
fence, cither to a certain degree compulsory, 
or formed upon the voluntary zeal and pa- 
triotism of the country itself. ‘This ought 
fobe resorted to as the grand source of do- 
mestic security. The army must be the ral- 
lying point; the army must furnish ex- 
ample, must afford instruction, must give us 
the principles on which that national system 
of defence must be formed, and by which 
the volunteer forces of this country, though, 
ina military view inferior to a regular army, 
would, fighting on. their own soil, for every 
thing dear to individuals and important toa 
state, be invincible. Looking at the nature 
aad probable turns of the contest in which 
we are engaged, | wish to see.that system of | 
defence employed, not merely for domestic 
security, but so matured and regulated, as not 
only to carry the volunteer corps to as high 
adegree of perfection as such bodies can be 
carried, but also to enable us to use the re- | 
gular army in its full extent, in any way 
Which circumstances, might point ovt as eli- 
gible, either for annoying the enemy where 
they are assailable by our separate efforts, or 
on alarge scale, should a prospect open for 
contributing to the deliverance of Europe 
from the oppression under which it groans; 
and for the reduction of that ambitious power, 
by which the peace of the world is disturbed. 
—Contemplating ali these great aud impor- 
fant objects, I. cannot but rejoice that the 
Volunteer system has been formed. I see 
nothing to complain of government for the 
extent to: which it has been carried ; neither 
dol complain.that it has fallen short of what 
We could wish:or expect. I wish only that 
in the provisions which’ were enacted, with 
Fegard to its extent, the numbers had been 





allotted with some relation to the local: posi- 
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tion and peculiar danger of the different parts 
of the country; I only wish that when it 
was fixed generally, that. the ve'unteer force 
might be six times the number of the mili- 
tia, a greater proportion had been assigned, 
or a facility.had been reserved, of increasing, 
it inthe maritime counties; or a those most 
vulnerable and most exposed to the first at« 
tacks of theenemy. J am. sorry that a difs 
ferent distribution was not adopted with re- 
ference to the grand object of resisting and 
repelling the attempt of invasion, in the first 
moment itshould be made. Jam confirmed 
by the opinions of much better judges than 
I can pretend to be of such a matter, that a 
much smaller force. would be sufficient to 
harass or defeat the enemy on their @irst land« 
ing, than a much larger force, after they had 
landed and recovered from the effects of- 
their voyage. Both, therefore, with regard 
to the economy of money, but with regard 
to a much more important economy-tkat 
of lives, it would have been desiraple that 
the number of volunteers should have been 
increased and encouraged in proportion 
to the proximity to the coast, and to those 
points which are most liable to attacks. Such 
a distribution as to the means of defence 
would be more effectual, and much more 
desirable, on account of the object. Al~ 
though the force as now allotted, might and 
vould, when put in motion, be-adequate to 
defeat the eneray’s attempt, yet it- would be 
painful to think that any progress should be 
made in the invasion ofthis country, and if 
the volunteers from the more distant parts 
should at last arrive to take their share in 
the victory, yet the greater the force that 
could immediately be brought to act, the 
sooner would the enemy be subdued, and 
the less should we have to regret the loss and 
the disgrace of our enemy fixing himself in 
the heare of our territory. But, on theotiter 
hand, wishing that no effort should be un- 
employed, that no means of- safety should 
be neglected, I am desirous that while we 
make provision for meeting the enemy. the 
moment he touches the British soil, prepared 
to repel him from our shores, to charge him 
as soon as he ascends the beach, we ought 
likewise to be ready, in case of necessity, to 
meet him with fresh armies, to overpower 
him with fresh armies, and even if it should 
be requisite, to bring army after army against 
him till he was finally discomfited. I, there- 
fore, do not condemn the volunteer system, ° 
in the interior, in the utmost extent to which 
it has been carried: all f mean to say is, that 
it was calculated to be of great utility, and 
might have admitted a greater extension in 
those: districts on which must fall the first 
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struggle for the independence of the coun- 
try.— Having said so much on the volunteer 
system in gerteral, I come now to consider 
by what means it may be rendered not 
merely a nominal force, not a: pompous dis- 
play to alarm the enemy with the multitude 
‘we can draw out against them, not merely a 
number of men upon paper, but an efficient 
and permanent force, always improving, al- 
‘ways approaching nearer to the perfection of 
a regular military establishment.—As far as 
ican perceive from the estimates submitted 
to the House, and from the opening of the 
hon. gent., no provision is made for intro- 
ducing any improvement into the volunteer 
system, or from securing greater benefits 
from it than we now obtain, or even for 
maintaining and securing those we already 
enjoy. Yet, with as much enthusiastic ar- 
dour for the volunteer institution, with as 
much admiration of the spirit and patriotism 
from which it sprung, as any man can boast, 
f must say that from all that I have seen, 
and al} that I have heard from those most 
capable of observing and of judging, it does 
mot appear to me that we should be doing 
justice to ourselves, that we should wisely 
and effectually avail ourselves of the means 
ef safety within our reach, if we hesitated 
er delayed to render the volunteer system, 
what it is susceptible of being made, a system 
of solid, permanent defence, a source of great 
and extensive national energy.—Upon this 
part of the subject, I am afraid I must to- 
tally disagree with my right hon. friend. 
So far am I from thinking that there has been 
any fault in endeavouring to introduce too 
much system into the volunteer institution, 
and to bring it near to the discipline and 
qualifications of a regular army; that I think 
too little has been done to promote what 
I consider a most desirable object. I cannot 
agree with him, that the men who compose 
the volunteer corps would be most usefully 
employed as a mass. If that were the case, all 
that would be necessary would be enrolment, 
arms, and previous appointment of leaders. 
Even these, combined with the spirit and zeal 
of the brave people of this country might be 
ultimately sufficient to ensure us victory, but 
they would conquer amidst greater disadvan- 


tages, and at a greater expense. It was ° 


the object of the legislature, in the measures 
adopted last session for the public defence, 
to assist and to regulate the spirit and zeal 
of the country, and by the help and sys- 
tem of discipline and instruction to enable 
a smaller number to do that which a much 
larger number would hardly effect without 
them; to enable them finally to prevail over 
the assault ofa foreign inyader, with less ex- 
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penditure of their.own lives, and with leg 
peril to the country.—From what I have ob. 
served, and from what I have heard of the 
state of the discipline of the Volunteers, | 
am more and more convinced, that in order 
to bring them to any considerable degree of 
discipline, they must be assembled in bodies, 
and that if they continue in companies they 


will make but little comparative progress, 


It seems desirable, therefore, that, wherever 
it can be done, they should be formed into 
battalions, “When that cannot be done, 
they ought to be formed and brought to 
gether into as numerous connected bodies as 
circumstances will-permit, so as to have the 
benefit of inspection and discipline. It ap. 
pears to me extremely desirable, therefore, 
that every battalion of volunteers should, in 
addition to its own officers, have the assist. 
ance of two officers of the service, onea 
field officer and one an adjutant, to assist 
in the instruction and discipline of the corps, 
These officers should be considered as be- 
longing to the army, and should in every 
respect enjoy their rank, pay, and other 


guirec 


Toes 


‘afterv 


advantages, as if they were actually serving & | 


in the army. The’ expense of this arrange- 
ment would be considerable ; but from what 
I know of the great superiority which a bat- 
talion, with the benefit of such officers, has 
over one trained under their own officers 


without such assistance, though with the. 


utmost zeal and diligence, I am satisfied that 
the expense would be abundantly compen- 
sated by the perfection which the corps 
would attain. I do not know what the ex- 
pense of allowing two officers of the de- 
scription I have mentioned would be.. At 
present I see no provision made for such an 
object. Neither do I know what proportion 
there is between the volunteer corps formed 
prior to the 3d Aug. and subsequent to that 
period; nor how many adjutants are allowed 
agreeably to the regulations now existing 
upon the subject. I should imagine, how- 
ever, upon a conjectural view of the matter, 
that the whole expense of a field officer and 
adjutant for every battalion would not ex: 
ceed 160,000 or 180,000]. a year. Now 
this expense surely is trifling in comparison 
with rendering 350,000 an efficient and im 
proving force. If the expenditure of such 


a sum were to contribute so materially to 


the efficiency of the volunteer force, nd 
gentleman could hesitate to putchase, at 80 
cheap a rate, this permanent and solid sourcé 
of public security. —I confess, however, 
that though I consider this arrangement 4 
of the first importance to the discipline and 
perfection of the volunteer corps, some faré 
ther regulations will be necessary, in ordet 
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obtain the full benefit we desire. . Even 
“gil the ‘service which experienced officers 
could render, would be inadequate, if the 
‘pimber of days which the volunteers are by 
‘Jaw required to drill, were to continue so 
jimited as it is at present. I understand 
that the number of volunteers existing pre- 
vious to the 3d Aug. is 40,000. Where pay 
js allowed to those accepted and embodied, 
‘since that period, it is allowed only for 20 
‘days. All are agreed that this is not suffi- 
cient. Even government seem to be aware 
of this, for the condition of which ote ad- 
jutant is allowed, is that the corps shall drill 
‘S4days. But, surely, itis unreasonable to 
expect that these corps, which are to receive 
pay only for 20 days, shall drill 84, in order 
to entitle themselves to the advantages of an 
adjutant. Probably it would be right that 
some change in particulars should take place, 
and that the number of days in a year re- 
quired for drill should be from 40 to 50 or 
‘perhaps 60 the first year, and 40 after. 
These, however, are points of detail to be 
‘afterwards considered, and do not affect the 
general principlé of the measure I have 
} thought it my duty to suggest to the com- 
mittee.—If then it were dedmed adviseable, 
as I haye proposed, to increase the number 
of days for drill, and to allow pay for that 
additional number, 30 or 40 shillings more 
for each man would be required. The 
Whole expense for officers and for additional 
pay, on the principles above stated, would 
any not exceed 500,000l. per annum ; 
but if it had the effect to render your volun- 
teers an efficient force, and to form them 
into a subsidiary army, constantly improving 
in discipline, I am satisfied that it would be 
found ‘the cheapest part of our military esta- 
blishment.—If it should be necessary to de- 
‘tach the regular army on any foreign service, 
if the enemy were to effect a landing in Ire- 
land, and should a large proportion of the 
regular army be required to expel them 
from that part of the empire, we could, 
without putting too much to hazard, rely 
on the discipline as well as courage of a na- 
tional force so constituted: ‘That it may be 
-Decessary to send a large proportion of the 
army on such service, we may judge by the 
experience we have had how near the ene- 
My, notwithstanding the vigilance and the 
Superiority Of our fleets, were effecting a 
landing itt Ireland: and it is our duty to be 
prepared not only to guard against such ac- 
idents, but to avail ourselves of any favour- 
le opportunity of turning our arms to the 
oyance of the foe. No man relies more 

on the valour of Eoglishmen than I do, or 


filimates more’highly what it is able to per- 


Vor. IV. 
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form ; but respectable as the volunteers are, 
I should consider it rash and hazardous .to 
trust solely to their exertions, constituted as 
they now are, should any emergency arise 
to ablige us to detach a great part of the re- 
gular army. I believe, however, that there 
is scarce a man who does, not concur in 
thinking, that if any favourable opportunity 
were to atrive of carrying the war tothe 
continent, if any- prospect were to appear 
of rousing the spirit and supporting the ex- 
ertions of those states that now. bend in ab- 
ject submission to the despotism of France; 
if we could rekindle any hope of effecting 
the deliverance of Europe from the yoke 
under which it groans; in such objects-the 
army of this country might be most usefully 


. employed ; in such undertakings it might 


gloriously co-opsrate. Circumstances may 
arise in which, perhaps, we might aid in 
various continental operations. Perhaps our 
arms might be instrumental in delivering his 
Majesty's electoral dominions from the grind- 
ing dominion of France; perhaps they might 
concur in wresting Holland from the sane 
yoke, and might replace that system ‘of Eu- 
rope, at least in many points essential to our 
own safety, which the enemy has over- 
thrown. - Is it not of the utmost importance 
then, to prepare to act with vigonr and with 
effect, when these or similar opportunities 
present themselyes? And if we have the 
means in our power of establishing a 
system adequate to domestic security, and 
calculated to enable us to exert our 
strength in offensive operations, every. map 


‘must admit that 500,000]. is a smal] expense 


compared with such signal. advantages.— 
I own, therefore, that if these ideas are agree- 
able to the sense of the commitiee, I should 
rejoice to see them speedily carried into 
execution, that we may the sooner reap the 
fruits of them. We have now gone through 
that part of the year, in which the danger of 
an attack on our own shores was most likely 
to take place ;_ and when the ports of Hol- - 
land are locked by the season, there seems 
to be less probability of the attempt. of in- 
vasion being made upon England for some 
months. We should not, however, act as 


if the danger were wholly blown oyer, and 


the attempt wholly abandoned. We should 
in this interval diligently apply ourselves to 
complete our means of defence, so that in 
the spring we may command every species of 
security, which the resources of the country 
If it, be the opi- 
nion of the House, that officers should be 
assigned to the different, volunteer battalions, 
the sooner it is done the better, that they 
may have time to form acquaiptance wii} 
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the officers with whom they would have to 
act, and the men they would have to. com- 
mand, before the season for military opera- 
tion returns. J nous wish, therefore, that 
even this night, at least before the recess, 
the House should pass a vote for carrying this 
object into effect. ! am the more urgent 
_ for this, because it appears to be the only ob- 
ject connected with the Estimates that calls 
for ‘our immediate attention. . Other points 
may be reserved for future discussion, but if 
Parliament separates without making provi- 
sion for theexpenses which the objects I have 
pointed out will require, there will be no 
Opportupity of making up for the time which 
must thus be lost.in carrying the plan into 
execotion.—But even in addition to this im- 
egaesatn on the volunteer system, it will 
€ necessary, in order to give it due effect, 
that it should be accompanied with some 
mew regulations of detail, the purpose of 
which will be to keep up the number of the 
volunteers to their full amount, to ensure 
punctuality of attendance, to promote stea- 
diness, attention, and soldierly habits, and, 
though without putting the corps under mar- 
tial law, provide for that obedience and dis- 
Cipline requisite to form the military charac- 
ter. Looking forward, as 1 am afraid we 
must, to the long duration of the present 
contest, it is of the utmost importance to 
prepare a system of defence, whieh will be 
commensurate to the necessity of our situa- 
tien, and adequate to every purpose, both of 
defensive and offensive war. We have al- 
ready ,scen what exertions, what sacrifices, 
the people of this country are ready to make, 
under the guidance of parliament, under 
the impulse of zeal for its honour and inde- 
pendence, under a sense of the danger with 
which they are threatened. This zeal and 
this spirit, prompting such generous and 
unanimous efforts, may perhaps induce the 
enemy to abandon the project which he has 
presumptuously. conceived and rashly pro- 
claimed.” Perhaps, after viewing us on every 
side after reconnoitring our position, he 
may be forced virtually to admit that we are 
 pnassajlable, Perhaps, he may apparently 
abandon his designs; but we must not suf- 
fer ourselves to be lulled into a fatal security. 
‘We must not relax our efforts, or intermit 
our preparations, while any measure of wise 
precaution remains to be adopted. We must 
take care that the enemy shal] not do, by sur- 
prize, what he finds he cannot do when he 
has given us warning, Indeed we are not 
: expect that after the force of the country 
as beer let down, the enemy will always be 
_ $q confident and so indiscreet as to give us 


yen months puevioys notice ef the attack 
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which he meditates. If, upon the apparent 
abandonment of the project of invasion, the 
people of this country were to indulge them 
selves in congratulation on their escape, ther 
is some danger that the spirit which hy 
proved our safety would subside, and thes 
efforts be relaxed. The volunteer sysjém 
might thus moulder away. It is necessary, 
therefore, to give it that consistency and yj. 
gour which will keep it alive when the 
pressure which first produced it has subsided, 
Thus, even were the enemy suddenly tore. 
sume his design, we should be found pre 
pared to meet and to defeat the enterprize 
It is the duty of the House, therefore, to 
devise means for attaining this end. The 
House, thinking for the people and providing 
for their welfare, will adopt suitable mex 
sures, to give permanent sysiem (o this meg 
sure of defence, instead of trusting that the 
spirit of the people will supersede the duties 
of. the government. Let us be on our guatd 
that no temporary or apparent abandonment 
of the meditated attack shall induce usto 
disarm. It would be advisable, that when. 
ever the volunteers become too few in am 
district, the compulsory act of last session 
for calling out and disciplining the people, 
should be putin force. Care must be taken 
likewise that the voluuteers shall fu/fil the 
intention of the legislature in their oon 
as well as number. Regulations must b 
established by summary fines to secure al 
tendance, and provisions made for enfon 
cing discipline and inducing military habi 

Exemptions. should not be allowed bd 
where these conditions are complied wi 


and no person should be allowed to with. 


draw from a corps without permission 

the commander, or without finding a sub: 
stitute of proper military age. These point 
I merely hint at, as they are matters of de 
tail that may be afterwards discussed, and 
are less pressing than those to which I have 
particularly called the immediate attention 
of the Committee. If I am right, however, 
in my general ideas respecting the allowanct 
of officers to volunteer corps, the execution 
of this measure admits of no delay. I am 
strongly inclined, therefore, to move a resolu 
tion for granting 500,000)! for this object. 
Before I sit down, I wish to say a few wordt 
respecting the exemptions to which volum 
teers are entitled. It appears that what 
understood to be the law on this subject # 
not what the tegislature intended. As tht 
law stands, however, no exemption is allow: 
ed unless the person claiming it produces’ 
certificate that he has attended 24 drills pre 
vious to the 21st of Sept. But. there aft 
many who have attended twice that numbé 
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of drills ’without having such -a certificate, 
gnd therefore would be subject to the ballot. 
If any doubt remains as to the exemptions, 
itis but right that the legislature should pass 
an act clearing it. up, that those who were 
influenced by the prospect of exemptions, 
which they conceived were held out to them, 
may not have cause to complain that they 
were deceived by the ambiguity of the acts 
of parliament. There is another point. The 
law says, that to entitle to exemption the vo~ 
lunteers claiming it must have been exer- 
cised with arms; yet in some places it was 
impossible to procure arms; noram [| sur- 
prised at it, considering the great and sudden 
demand for supplying the Army of Reserve 
and the great number of volunteers through- 
out the country. . Yet, in such cases, it 
surely Would be unreasonable to refuse the 
exemption when the claimants had actually 
learnt many very important, and perhaps 
some of the most tedious parts of discipline 
without arms. It surely would be bard, then, 
that peop!e in this situation should be liable, 
to the ballot during the Christmas holidays, 
when by the spirit of the Acts of Parlia- 
ment, they ovght perhaps, in preference 
to others, to be exempted. — These few 
observations I have thought it my duty 
to submit to the Committee, feeiing a 
most anxious wish to avoid every topic 
that could interfere with the consideration of 
what is necessary tothe public defence, aud 
atthe same time desirous to direct your at- 
tention to those points most essential to it. 
The subject of the Sea Fencibles has been 
alluded to, aud I think has been misunder- 
stood by my Right Hon. Friend. Upon this 
head | may be allowed to speak with some 
confidence, as, from local situation, I have 
had an opportuuity of examining it with 
care. If the sea fencibles were composed of 
men liable to serve in the navy, the objec- 
tions to it would be well founded ; but.this 
isnot the case. They are composed of sea- 
faring men, it is true, but chiefly pilots and 
others, obliged, not merely by thc.r own 
pursuits, but by theirimportance to the com- 
‘Mercial interests of their country, to remain 
at the places of their residence. These men 
ae intended to man the boats which have 
been prepared for the defence of the coast, 
and only armed with pikes in situations 
Where they could not act with any other 
Weapons... Indeed, 1 wish that the Admiralty 
displayed more diligence in preparing 
those vessels which the sea fencibles. were- 
intended to mao. ‘This species of force will, 
lam confident; be fouud of the utmost uti- 
lity in case. of amy attempt to iovade. our 
shores, and will evince the saine superiority 
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over the flotillas of France, which the other 
branches of our navy have evinced over the 
maritime force of the enemy; and when 
brought to trial will neither disappoint the 
hopes, nor lower the character of the country. 
Mr. Secretary Yorke observed, that the 
tight hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) had urged: the 
necessity of voting more money than was 
now proposed for the service of the volun- 
teers, in order to make them, as he advised, 
more perfect, by means of the addition of a 
field officer and an adjutant; and he had 
stated his conviction, tliat this would have 
a very good effect. He wished with the 
right hon. gent. that this important force 
should be made as complete as the nature of 
it was capable, consistently at the same time 
with necessary economy. Bat he could not 
help observing on that subject, that time 
would be. necessary to consider this matter 
In ail the 
corps adjutants were allowed pay; but it 
could not be contended that they should be 
allowed pay for the whole year, if they had 
to attend only $4 days, as stated by the 
right hon. gent., and government should not 
rashly run into this sort of expense. The 
last act of Parliament’ made upon this sub- 
ject provides, that the volunteer corps should 
be subject to such regulations as his Majesty 
should think fit to make, and the compual- 
sory clause in the act for calling out the 
mass, might be referred to as occasion should 
require. He observed, that although 20 
days pay was to be allowed to those who 
had been trained for 20 days, yet they were 
not to be allowed it unless they had been 
trained and exercised on the Sunday pre-» 
ceding. And most of the volunteer corps 
had been exercised 40 and 50 days, and 
many of them much more. “Now, all the 
volunteer corps had not only adjutants upon 
their establishment, but they were entitled to 
pay, yet they were not entitled to pay until 
called out ; and upon the principle of eco- 
nomy, he did not think that government 
would be justified in granting them perma- 
nent ‘pay, unless their attention to the sta- 
tion was permanent. It could not be ex- 
pected that they should receive pay fur the 
whole year, for $4 days, any more than tor 
AO or for 20 days. He thought, however, 
that what was stated by the right hon. gent. 
deserved great consideration. He said he 
wished to be careful of incurring great. ex- 
pense: he did not say it was an expease that 
ought not to be-incurred; although the price 
was-stated to be 500,000]. It certainly was 
not absolutely necessary to be voted to-night, 
because the present resolution proposed to 
the Committee, .if adopted as it stood, wouldy 
*Z2z2 
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not preclude the other froth being adopted 
afterwards; for it might be voted at any 
time; 45 a sum of money on account of thé 
volunteer service, and that, if ‘necessary, 
might be very easily granted; but that would 
be iniproper now, not only because it ‘was 
not clear that the plan was eligible, althongh 
he did not say it was not, but also becaase 
the expense of the volunteer corps, ag: it 
stands at present, is not yet! well ascertained ; 
for these reasons he should hope that the 
right hon. gent. would not’ persist in this 
plan for the present.. With regard to the 
advice of the right hon. gent. with respect to 
the maritime counties, that they should have 
a larger proportion of volunteers than the 
inland counties, it had been already adopted, 
he did not know whether to the full extent 
or in exact proportion that they ought to be 
in éach particular instance, but certainly to 
a very considerable extent. . In Devonshire, 
fur instance, there were not less than 12,000, 
exclusive of Plymouth and the Dock. The 
same might be said of Portsmouth. As to 
Kent, there was a difference of opinion ; it 
appeared, however, that from 10 to 11,000 
had been raised there, ‘beside those of the 
Cinque Ports, some of which were in Sussex, 
as the Committee knew, but in all they 
amounted to 5,000 men; so that the volun- 
teers in the couuty of Ketit were not Jess than 
_%5,000 men. This, he apprehended, would 
shew the Committee that the maritime coun- 
tiés in the south of the island had been al- 
lowed to raise volunteefs, in a manner suit- 
able to the distinction stated by the right 
hon. gent. So again’ in the covnties of 
Cumberland and Durham, and those that ex- 
tended to that part-of the coait; there was.a 
greater number of volunteers raised than in 
other counties; not that the inland counties 
were scanty, but the’maritime counties were 
abundant in the number of volunteers.— 
Now, on the subject of exemptions, it was a 
subject on which he’ should not enter into 
detail: there had been doubts entertained, 
and these doubts arose out of the act of Par- 
liament; some of which doubts, he could not 
help saying, were occasioned by those who 
had not read the bill. Some of these points 
he had stated.—However, if these doubts 
were so considerable as he apprehended them 
' to be, it would be -proper, even before the 
recess, that a bill should be brought in to 
remove those doubts. 
to explain what he anderstood to be the ope- 
ration of the army of reserve, as ‘it bore on 
the subject alluded to, by those who had'al- 
ready spoken, and then repeated, that as he 
uoderstood a considerable number of gen- 
@emen wished to-have the matter of exerap- 
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tion of thie voluntéer corps better explained 
than it is at present, he should propose § 
bring in a bill for that purpose, and obseived, 
that he should propose it before the reces; 
for he thought it essential to remove doubif 
upon that subject. - 4 
Mr. Windham explained what he meant 
in that part of his speech which adverted t¢ 
sea fencibles, to refer only to the places ig 
which they were to be employed: all he 
wanted was, that they should be employed 
in proper places, and for proper purposes, 
Mr. T. Grerville was surprised that his 
right hon. friend and relation (Mr. Pitt) had 
thonght it was only expedient at this time, 
to take a prospective view of public affairs; 
he considered the present as the natural and 
fit occasion, not only for examining the mi: 
litary arrangements which government pro 
posed prospectively to adopt, but also for éx. 
amining what use ministers had made of those 
powers, which, in a former session, were en- 
trnsted to them by Parliament. He did not 
think any thing said by the right hon. gent, 
opposite to him (Mr. Yorke) such an answer 
to the objection of his right hon. friend as to 
have called on him, or any other of those 
who embraced his sentiments, to make any 
observations on the present occasion, had ¢ 
not been from what fell from his right hon, 
relation, (Mr. Pitt). With every wish to 
agree in avy opinion expressed by that right 
hon. relative, he could not bring his mind to 
concur in the sentiments which had falled 
from him that night. He thought his-right 
hon, friend had taken a contracted view of 
the stibject. No evidence was before the 
House of the volunteers being at all ina, 
state of becoming effective. How then could 
it be argued, that they could ever become 80. 
completely effective as to prove a substitute 
for our regalar army? It was not, pee 
commen to give an account to the House of 
the amount of the regular army. It was easy, 
however, for any gentleman, comparing thé 
statement of the Sec. of State with the other 
known branches of our military establish+ 
ment, to know what that force actually was, 
The whole was stated by the Sec. at War 
to amount to 120,000. By subtracting the 
militia we ¢tould at once see the amount of 
our regular force. Thénilitia was 70,000, 
which being deducted fromthe whole regu= 
lar force, as stated by gehtlettien themselves, 
there remaitied 50,000. In this number, it 
Was necessary to observe, the atmy of reserve. 
vas comprehended. Was it possible, then, 
to conceive that sich was the force of the re- 
gular army of this country ?—But he did not. 
wish to stand on any small’ground of objec 
tion, Jt wasknown pretty well what was. the. 
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date of our regular force in Mareh last, at 
the commencement of hostilities. The in- 
adequate state of our military preparation, 


he at that time thought.a charge of a serious 
hature against government. But, if it was 


then regarded as a crime, that the regular | 


force of this country only amounted to, 20 
or 25,000, what were we to think of the 
energy or exertion of that government, which, 


jn the space of eight months, during which 


every nerve ought to have been stretched. to 
fender our situation more suitable to the 
danger which threatened us, had increased 
that force only from 8 to 10,000 men; and 
who had, in the mean-time, been compel- 
ling every man to enter into a military ser- 
Vice of a different nature, to the destruction 
of that service, which it was their bounden 
duty to encourage and support. He had 
heard from his right hon. relation, that 
doubts were entertained as to the exemption 
from the army of reserve in favour of vo- 
lunteers, and he was still more surprised to 
hear from a right hon. gent, in administra- 
tion, that such exemption actually existed. 
He knew that, in the part of the country 
with which he was best acquainted, the 
greater part of the volunteers had been en- 
tolled under the express explanation. that 
they were liable to thé ballots under the ex- 
isting acts. It was only represented to them, 
that a8 every person must serve, it might be 
moré agreeable to them to serve in their owa 
particular district, or in. any particular corps, 
than to be drafted into the genera] levy, 
This exemption was the very cause of the 
deficiency of the army of reserve; it seem- 
ed, therefore, rather remarkable that it should 


be conferred on persons enrolled under the | 


express understanding that they were not to 
béentitled to it. Thus were we destroying 
our regular establishment, and putting the 
déath-blow’ to that force which had lately 


gained such laurels to themselves and to | 


their country! While we pretended to be 
inviting continental alliances, we were de- 
priving ourselves of the means of profiting 
bythem, ‘The army of reserve he could not 
view as equal to the militia. They were sub- 
jéct to be drafted into other corps, and there- 
fore their officers could never feel that mi- 
litary pride in them which was indispensable 
ian effective force. The discouragements, 
too, which the extraordinary bounties given 
in the army of reserve must have thrown on 
the recruiting for the regulars, was beyond 


calculation ; and the.army of reserve being, 


mised by such immense bounties, must in- 
terfete with the, recruiting in the regular 
army ; and, besides this, he conceived the 
ay of resérve and those of the regulars to 
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be a very improper mixture, for this reason, 
that one man who had received a bounty of 
8]. or 101. and who.was bound to go to any 
part of the world, aid to continue in the 
service for life, would have another by hi¢ 
side who had received 501. bounty, and 
who was not. bound to go out.of this island, 
nor to continue his services longer than the 
present war. The one of these would na- 
turally Jaugh at the other. With regard to 
the act for regulating volunteers, it was so 
defective, thet many very cruel hardships 
were felt by volunteers, He stated the case 
of some volunteers who -had exercised six- 
teen days without arms, The lord lieates 
nant advised them not to traia any more un- 
til they had arms ; for that. otherwise they 
would lose the benefit of the act, which re- 
quired that they should have been trained 
with arms for a part of this time. ‘lhey 
accordingly desisted for the four days. wait- 
In the. 
mean-time, they were ballotted in for the 
militia, and when they claimed their ex- 
emption as volunteers, they could not be 
exempted : thus they lost their exemptions, 
not by any act of their own, but by the act 
of government. This shewed the absolute 
necessity of revising this act. Mr, Gren- 
ville concluded by observing, that if go- 
vernment do not take some means to place 
the regular army of the country upon aa 
effective system, instead of applying them- 
selves to the increase of the volunteer foree, 
much as he respected those corps, yet he 
must feel the House would not do its duty 


| if it rested contented with a force merely to 
| assist a regular army at home. 


Lord Castlereagh.—I perfectly concur ia 
the opinion, with which the right hon. 
gent. who spoke last (Mr, Grenville) has. 
opened his speech ; ;“* that the present is 


| the natural and fit occasion, not only for 


examining the military arrangement, which 
government proposes prospectively to adopt, 


| but also for examining what use migistets 


have made of those .powers which, in a 
former session, were-entrusted to them by 
Parliament ;”’ nor should [ be disposed to 
complain that another right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Windham) should have questioned upon the : 
present occasion the policy of that system 
of measures, to which the sanction of Par- 
liament was formerly given, did not the re- 
viéw which he has taken of that system, ap- 
pear to me not so much calculated to guide 
our policy hereafter, as most unjustly to dee . 
preciaté aod disparage the various efforts, 


‘which the country has made ior its security, 
and to deny to al!, except the troops enlisted 


for géneral service, thé share of merit and 
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value which fairly belongs to them in a mi- 
litary point of view.—In examining the use 
government has made of the powers vested 
in them by Parliament, I am perfectly pre- 
pared to admit, that more ample means 
were never afforded to any former ministers ; 
that no formef occasion called for equal 
exertions’; and, that in rio period of our 
history had the government a people more 
willing to answer every ca!l upon their ex- 
ertions, or one more eager to make every 
sacrifice for the public safety. I think it 
is but fair, that the conduct cf government 
should be tried, as the right hon, gent. has 
proposed, with reference to the time they 
have had to act, to the means afforded 
them, and to the temper of the country, 
under which those means were to be em- 
ployed. But, before I state shortly to the 
Committee what the King’s ministers have 
accomplished for the defence of the country 
since Parliament last separated, I am anxi- 
ous to rescue the military system, then de- 
cided upon, from two imputations, which 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) ap- 
pears to me very unjustly to have thrown 
upon it.—The fest is, ** that the measure 
of the army of reserve and the high boun- 
ties resulting therefrom, have essentially 
crippled, if not destroyed, the recruiting 
of men for general service,” in considering 
which, the right hon. gent. recurs to his 
former suggestion of ballotting men for ge- 
neral service, denying to persons so ballot- 
ted the option of serving by substitutes. I 
am not disposed at present to argue the ex- 
pediency of a measure of such extreme ri- 
gour. Iwish only now to state what has 
been ‘the effect upon the recruiting service 
of that measure, which he so much con- 
demas. It appears, that out of 35,000men, 
already raised for the army of reserve, 7,500 
have entered for general service. It is to be 
observed, that this number has entered in a 
period of less than two months, the enlist- 
ing having commenced only in the beginning 
of Oct. and having been suspended, with 
a view to the better discipline of this force, 
since the Ist. Dec. The hon. gent. will 
therefore find, that this measure, which he 
describes as so fatal to the recruiting service, 
has in the short space of two months pro- 
duced nearly as many men for general ser- 
vice as had been obtained in the preceding 
year, by the ordinary mode of recruiting, 
even at that period, when neither the mili- 


tia nor the army of reserve were in p/ogress._ 


~The right hon. gent. very naturally con- 
ceives, that the high bounty must have al- 
together suspended the ordivary mode of re- 
eruiting ; ‘but here again experience is pre- 
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ferable to theory, and we find, that although 
the number of recruits so raised has 

of late diminished, as I Understand, aboy 
one-third, yet it has by no means had the 
effect, at least not in the extent which hg 
been attributed to it by the right hon. gent 
of injuring the ordinary recruiting seryicg 
—The next material objection urged againg 
the system, is with respect to the volunteer, 
After depreciating the efficiency of that im. 
portant branch of our ‘public force, and 
giving the preference to an armed peasantry, 
unorganised and undisciplined, it is Said, 
that the present force is not only bad in jt. 
self, but that it locks up a large proportion 
of our military population, and deprives y 
of their services for many more useful pur. 
poses.—This objection I must positively de 
ny. The exgnptions granted to the volun. 
teers, without doubt, make the ballot both 
for the militia and the army of reserve fall 
more severely upon persons not enrolled in 
these corps ; and as we know that, in point 
of fact, few ballotted men ever serve in 
person, it certainly operates as an increas 
of tax upon. those who are not thus en 
rolled ; but in what shape can this be said 
to lock up any part of our population, 9 
as to interfere with their becoming regola 
soldiers? Is there any thing to preventa 
man serving in a volunteer Corps from enter. 
ing into the militia, or the regular army? fy 
it not, on the contrary, an ascertained fact, 
that any description of military service ti 
pens and prepares the feelings of men for 
one more extended? It must: then appear 
evident, that however it may shift the 
question of expense, in providing substi- 
tutes, from one class of the community to 
another, yet, so far from narrowing the 
amount of substitutes to be procured, it 
has the directly contrary effect, inasmuch 
as it cannot fail to infuse a military spirit 
into many men, whose minds would never 
otherwise have received the same diree 
tion.—Having, I trust, removed the main 
objections that have been urged against 
the system itself, I wish to state to the 
Committee what has been the result of if, 
as administered by his Majesty’s minster, 
and to afford them a general outline of the 
means of defence that have already been 
provided, under the heads of army, navy 
and ordnance.—In stating the present mr 
litary force, it appears most satisfactory, f0 
combine the whole number, of orety des 
scription, at ‘présent subsisting in Great 
Britain and Ireland. ‘ The gross force ni 
turally divides itself into troops on perma 
nent pay, and those liable to service in the 
event of invasion. Of the first description 
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there are at present in Great-Britain and 
in the islands of Jersey and Guernsey, 
130,000 men; and in Ireland, 50,000 men, 
making in the whole 180,000 rank and file. 
The right hou. gent. who spoke last (Mr. 


‘Grenville) seems to have been impressed 


with an idea that, of this force, but a very 
small proportion was disposeable for gene 
ral service, and he attempted to prove to 
the committee, that we had not the means, 
if a favourable opportunity presented it- 


self for offensive operations, of furnishing - 


an adequate force for that purpose. To 
rove this, he supposed the militia quite com- 
lete, and deducting the whole number to 
which that force may by law becarried, he 
thereby diminishes the real amount of the 
disposeable force.—Ijcan, however, have 
no objection to state distinctly the actual 
composition of the 180,000 rank and file, 
of which the army of the United Kingdom 
at home at present consists. The effective 
rank'and file of the militia in Great-Britain 
and Ireland amount to 84,000 men; the 
regular force to 96,000, of which 27,000 
are for limited service, and 69,000 at this 
moment disposeable for general service, in 


whateyer proportion Circumstances may 


render it prudent so to apply them.—The 
next great feature of our military strength 
is the volunteer force, of which there are 
at present in Great-Britain, accepted and 
arrayed, 340,000 men, and in Ireland 
70,000, making a total of 410,000 rank 
and file in the United Kingdom, to whsch 
must be added, as connected with our de- 
fence on shore, though also applicable to 
service afloat, the sea fencibles, exceeding 
25,000 men. ‘The gross force of rank and 
file, at present on foot, is therefore as fol- 
lows: army in the ficld 180,000; volun- 
teers 410,000; sea fencibles 25,000; total 
rank and file 615,000, adding thereto 
officers, non-commissioned officers and 
drumthers. The gross force in Great-Bri. 
tain and Ireland (exclusive of various other 
auxiliary means of defence) amounts to not 
less than 700,000 men, and with respect to 
the more regular part of this army, namely, 
that which is kept constantly in the field, it 
may be considered as applicable; without 
any deduction, to meet the enemy, as it 
will be relieved by the other descriptions of 
force ftom those detailed services which in 
general occasion so serious a deduction from 
the fighting men of an army, whilst the 
ficiency of the volunteer corps js such as 
may fully qualify them, if the~ occasion 
luld require it, nat only to co-operate, in 
it due proportion, with the regular army, 
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but to be brought into the line immediately 
opposed to the enemy.—I am aware it may 
be said, that but a proportion of this force 
is at present armed. Whatever delicacy 
may usually belong to subjects of this na- 
ture, I feel no disposition, and see no rea- 
son why I should conceal from the country, 
in this or in any other respect, its true situ. 
ation. Of the force in Ireland, consisting 
of 120,000 men, the whole is armed, and 
means are provided for arming, without 
delay, a still greater number of volun- 
teers. Of the 495,009 men at present in 
Great-Britain, there are armed as follows: 
Army in the field 130,000, volunteers 
220,000, sea fencibles 25,000—375,000. 
Remaining to be armed with muskets 
120,000—495,000.—Of the latter, how- 
ever, a very considerable number are at 
this moment provisionally armed with pikes, 
nearly 80,000 having been already issued 
from the ordnance. It is further to be 
remarked, that although the distribution 
of arms has been, in the first instance,. 
directed, so as to complete the corps of 
the metropolis, and the counties on the 
coast, there has been issued, at the same 
time, such a proportion of arms to the 
corps of the interior, as was deemed suffi- 
cient for the purposes of immediate in- 
struction, and arrangements have been 
made, which will enable the government 
to arm from the larger depéts of arms still 
unissued, and which are daily augmenting, 
whatever proportion of this force it may 
be fougel expedient, under any emergency, 
to assemble for service.—-Such is the pre- 
sent state of our army ; that of our navy 
is not less calculated to inspire confidence, 
and to ensure the public safety, as far as 
security can be accomplished by naval 
means. Without entering into a minute 
detail of the several classes of ships, of 
which that navy is at this moment com- 
posed, enough to state to the Commit- 
tee, that the number of ships of war 
at present amounts to 469, and that in 
aid of the regular navy, and. for the 
purposes of coast defence, an armed flo- 
tilla, to the extent of 800 craft of all 
descriptions, is nearly completed, and fur- 
ther surveys,are in progress for extending 
that number.—It must be gratifying to 
perceive the voluntary exertions of the 
country displayed not less strongly in the 
naval than in the land defence, and_al- 
though the exertions of other portions of 
the community, too numerous to admit of 
specification, are equally to be admired, it 
is impossible not to allude to the dis- 
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tinguished example which has been Rive 


upon the present occasion by the East- 
India company, and the corporation, of the 
Trinity House: 20 armed ships have been 
furnished for the public service by the for- 
mer, and. ro frigates have been manned 
by the latter for ie defence of the Thames, 
which, in aid of its other ample naval de- 
fences, may be considered as rendering 
that important part of our frontier, abso- 
lutely impenetrable. —When the committee 
teflect en the naval means which the coun- 
try at this moment possesses, and when 
they compare them with any means of 
annoyance which the enemy can com- 
mand, although it can never induce them 
to trust the protection of the country 
exclusively to that description of force, 
which must depend in some degree upon an 
uncertain element for its means of acting, 
yet they must feel that they have every 
thing to hope, as the enemy have every 
thing to dread, from the exertions of our 
navy.—It would be injustice not to notice, 
with the praise that belongs to it, the dis- 
jaca ol share which the ordnance de- 
partment has borne in the execution of the 
present armament. In the habits of pro- 
viding for a military system upon a scale 
altogether dissimilar to that upon which 
the wisdom of Parliament has thought it 
expedient at present toact, the ordnance 
has been prepared to meet, almost at-the 
outset of the war, the unparaileled de- 
mands that have been made upon it. Since 
the commencement of hostilities, there 
have been issued by the ordnance 312,000 
_ fauskets, 16,000 pistols, and 77,000 pikes, 
reserving in store such an amount of arms, 
as, in the event of a campaign, may be 
sufficient to meet the.waste on service of 
so extended an army, whilst measures 
have been taken, which will enable it, at 
no distant period, completely to arm the 
whole of the volunteers. —The field train, 
which. was fully adequate inthe last war 
io the force then employed, is, in Great- 
Britain alone, already increased from 346 
io 648 pieces of ordnance, completely ap- 
pointed, and brigaded under experienced 
officers. The horses attached to the same 
have been increased from 3,300 to 5,900, 
and the drivers from 1,400 to 3,000. The 
quantity of moveable ammunition with 
each gun has also been nearly doubled. 
The made-up ammunition for smallarms, 
both distributed and in store, has been in- 
creased even in a greater degree, and the 
genera! provision of stores in all the other 

yanches is equally abundant. Corres- 
ponding exertions Lite bien made fer the 
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service of Ireland.—I have thus detai 
‘to the Committee the actual state of 4! 
fence, in which the country has be 
placed, during the first seven months, 
the war. Looking to the aggregate, j 
army, navy, and ordnance, I venture % 
put it to the feelings of the Committ 
whether his Majesty’s ministers have gle 
upon their post or failed in their dutyy 
the public. “I am not disposed to coniny 
what has been done with the result of 

former exertions made in any former 





‘for Iam perfectly ready to admit that the 


exigency is as unexampled as the facilitig 


of every description which the goverameyim 


has experienced from the nation ; but] 
am desirous of putting ‘it fairly to the Com 
mittee (admitting the, extent of ours, 
sources, and the disposition to place then 
at the disposal of govermment, which pg. 
haps never existed in an equal degree q 
any former period) whether they have ng 
been called forth with diligence, with m 
pidity, and with effect. I may, withoyt 
presumption, speak with the less reseryg 
upon this subject, as the department 
trusted to my care, although it subjects me 
to an equal share of responsibility with the 
rest of my colleagues, entitles me certainl 
to no participation in the praise whi 
belongs to the successful execution of theg 
measures. I have therefore felt myself 
called upon, in justice towards the person 
who preside, at this important crisis, oye 
the great military departments of the King’ 
government, to state what I have dong, 
and thereby to discharge a debt of grat 
tude, which I owe to them, in comma 
with the country.— Having said thus mud 
on the past milifary system and measur@ 
of the King’s goveriment, I should not 
satisfy either my own feelings or cia 
the duty which I owe to the public, if 
did not express those sentiments with Ie 
spect to the future, which are deeply im 
pressed on my own mind ; and, first, asto 
the improvement of the force now in exis 
ence, and in particular, of the volunteet 
Although unprepared at this moment ® 
express any opinion upon the detailél 
suggestions, which have fallen from mj 
right hon. friend (Mr Pitt) yet I havem 
hesitation in concurring with him ag4 
general principle, in the expediency ® 
improving, as far as may be consistett 
with a reasonable attention to economy) 
the discipline and efficiency of these comps 
I also concur entirely with my riglit hit 
friend in opinion, that it is not a 
parent abandonment by the enemy of thé 
menaces of invasion, or dyen the failure 
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of any attempt which they may make 

n our coast, which should induce us 
to relax in the vigilance and exertions, to 
which alone, in times like these, the safety 
of the country can in prudence be entrusted. 


Were even a peace, of that description, | 


which in wisdom we ought to conclude, 
within our immediate reach (and that such 
a peace may yet be very remote, who will 
be so so sanguine as to deny ?) we have 
seen enough of the temper and spirit of the 
councils which pervade the rest of Europe ; 
we have had such experience of the age 
ia which we live, as can leave us no alter- 
| ative in trae wisdom, but to place the 
security of these realms, in peace as in 
war, upon such a basis of internal strength, 
as shall for ever lay the question of invasion 
at rest. To such a system alone can we 
look for the preservation of peace itseif. 
The liberties which have descended to us 
from our ancestors, and the unexampled 
and accumulating prosperity which has 
crowned our own labours and industry, 
whilst they furnish us with the most ample 
means of providing for the public safety, 
have already drawn, and will continue to 
draw upon us the jealousy and malignity 
of the enemy. Feelings of this nature 
can only be met and controuled by demon- 


strating to him, that our strength, whether 
in peace or in war, is such, as to render his 


views hopeless. He may then perhaps learn 
to respect what he cannot hope to destroy. 
He may be the more disposed to leave us at 
peace, when he is tanght how little he can 
eflect in war. Whatever may be the exer- 
tions, and whatever may be the sacrifices 
connected with such a course of policy, 
these the sound sense and persevering cha- 
racter of the British natiou will, I am con- 
fident, prepare them chearfully to encounter. 
They will, for their own tranquillity, as 
well as for their own safety, determine to 
be no less distinguished. in: arm#, than in 
commerce and in freedom. The public 
safety must henceforward be confidedto the 
manly energies of the country ; and we may 
then hope that the British oak will continue 
to fourish for ages to come, a proud mo- 
mument, that as a nation we have had the 
Virtue to defend those blessings, which under 
the favour of Providence we so eminently 
enjoy. 
_ Mr. Fox.—J do not rise, Sir, to enter 
IMO a discussion of all the points that 
have this night been touched upon in the 
course of thedebate ; they are all, no doubt, 
importance, and deserve a distinct 
aad full consideration. But I shall now 
Wstain, as much as possible, from every: 
You, IV. 
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topic that is not necessarily connected with 
the subject more immediately before the 
Committee. I shall first, hawever, make 
a few observations on the gloomy presages, 
the melancholy descriptions with which the 
noble lord who just sat down, has thought 
proper to conclude his speech. The noble 
jord has stated, that, in his opinion, ths 
present war is likely to have a long con- 
tinuance, and every body knows how much 
of the wishes and designs of men enter into 
the composition of their opinions ; however, 
he has argued, as if the expenditure of the 
country must be increased, just in propor- 
tion to the degree of prosperity which it 
may at'any time enjoy, and, that our pros- 
perity renders it necessary for us to become 
a military nation ; in a word, that the pre- 
sent military arrangements are to be per- 
manent, and that they are to “ grow with 
our growth andstrengthen withour strength,” 
with ali the expense and incumbrances that 
accompany them. Of this, according to 
the noble lord, our prosperity'is the cause; 
if so then, our prosperity is productive of a 
great misfortune; but, I shall not dwelt 
longer on this singular opinion, farther than 
to say, that it holds out a very afflicting 
prospect to the country. A right hon. gent. 
under the gallery (Mr. Pitt) has stated, that 
we should not mix any other consideration 
with the business of this night, and that we 
are not to advert to the past, but to take 
care ‘for the future, and vote the supply, 
without adverting to the use that has been 
made of former grants for a similar purpose. 
But I am not of the same opinion with that 
right hon. gent., that a retrospect of the past 
does not form as properly the subject for 
examination on this day, as any speculation 
upon or provision for the future ; indeed, I 
do not see how the latter is to be justly con- 
sidered, if we put out pf our view all re- 
collection of the former. If we determine 
to forget the past we literally determine not 
to profit by experience; but, as I said be- 
fore, I: shall not take the right hon. gentle- 
man’s advice. The noble lord has reviewed 
the conduct of his colleagues since the last 
session, but I shall go farther back. I shall 
refer to the proceedings of ministers at the 
time the measures which have been com- 
mented upon this evening were proposed 
and discussed. The right hon. gentlemen say 
this night, in reply to the arguments of the 
right hon. gent. on the same bench with me 
(Mr. Windham), with which arguments E 
most perfectly concur, that their system was. 
at the period [ allude to: approved of by Par- 
liament. But even so, is that a fit objection 
to the disapprobation now expressed of that 
* Aaa 
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system, Since that. system originated, the 
House bas had the advantage of experience 
- tojudge of its nature and effects, and-is that 
experience in its favour? How shall we form 
any fair opinion of it but from that experi- 
ence; and yet theright hon, gent. under the 
gallery (Mr. Pitt) would, if his opposition to 
any retrospect were attended to, entirely 
pen us from consulting that criterion. 
n all points of legislation, it is our obvious 
duty to consider the mode in which the laws 
are tobe executed; but, in the point which 
telates to the system now under discussion, 
this..manner of execution is the principal 
thing. We have heard that the machinery 
of, this, system was bad, and certainly, in 
my opinion, nothing could be worse, ex- 
cept the views which induced the proposi- 
tion. of it. Andshall it then be said, that 
although the machinery has been found, 
from. universal experience, to be so very 
exceptionable, the system. is still to go on, 
truly, because Parliament, in the course of 
last session, approved of it.;,but the period 
which bas since elapsed, has proved that it 
is not calculated to promote the object mi- 
nistérs profess to have in view, namely, the 
vigorous prosecution of the war. These 
remarks I mean principally to apply to the 
system of the volunteers, which forms the 
most prominent feature in the present de- 
bate, and the question with respect to which 
has been put on very fair grounds by the 
right hon. gent. on the same bench with me, 
(Mr. Windham) and with all whose senti- 
ments on the subject I entirely agree, That 
right hon. gent, stated, that he considered 
that in the present crisis the defence of the 
country would be better consulted, and the 
attack of the enemy better provided for, by 
the increase of our regular land force, than 
by the embodying of so many volunteers, 
He also stated, that the volunteers were 
rather so many men with-held from our ef- 
fective force, than so many added to it. 
He did not, however, say any~ such thing 
as that which was ascribed to him by the 
noble lord, that the regulars were thé only 
army which he would recommend to be 
raised in the present situation of affairs, but 
that the description of troops he would pro- 
pose to be added to the regular army, would 
be very different from that which the volun- 
teer system had collected. That the patri- 
otic feeling and the martial ardour which 
the volunteers have manifested entitled them 
io the highest praise, no man could doubt ; 
but the sentiment of the right hon gent. 
and mine also is, that this ardour might be 
much better directed and much better em- 
ployed in another way. How differently, 
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however, does this right hon. gent. and iy 
right hon. gent, under the gallery (Mr, Pit 
consider this institution, and th2 manneriy 
which it may and ought to be used forty 
public safety. Though the views of bo} 
are distinct, yet both agree in thinking th 
volunteers, according to their present gop, 
stitution, exceedingly imperfect. The yigh 
hon. gent. on the same bench with me dog 
not deny that, even as they now stand, the 
may be useful, but maintains that a greatey 
degree of utility might be derived from ty 
same men under ‘a different system; thy 
they are not an adequate substitute for th 
regular army, nor fit to act with them, 
The right hon. gent. under the gallery ¢q. 
siders the volunteers as laying the found 
tion of a future military association, upa 
which the country might be able to rh 
for its defence, incase it should become aj 
visable, in the course of the war, to senda 
our disposable force out of the county, 
What! men who, according to the letterd 
the act, are only required to submit 
twenty days discipline in the course of the 
year, in order to exempt them ftom bei 

ballotted for the militia, and to shelter them 
from regular service and martial law, 
be reckoned upon as likely to become, inagy 
reasonable time, qualified to supply the plac 
of a regular armiy, and to have the safey 
of the country committed to their protee 
tion! Really I do not fully understand th 
meaning of the right hon. gent. on thi 
point. It seems to be his view, that the 
lunteers are hereafter to be converted int 
something like a disposable regular forte, 
Such a thing is not within the contemplatiéa 
of the bill upon which the volunteer system 
is grounded’ I certainly do not so under 
stand it; and J am fully sure that the mem 
bers of the volunteer assvciations do noth 
any means so understand it. | should wish 
to know the sentiments of his Majesty's mk 
nisters upon this question. Last sessionit 
was understood that the volunteers weret 
be drilled only on Sundays, in order that the 
progress of their discipline should not inte 
fere with their respective avocations. This 
is a collateral circumstance, but is yet me 
terial. to the point in view ; because, ifi 
were the object of the framers of the bil 
to make the volunteers, within any reasok 
able time, convertible into an efficient forts, 
they undoubtedly would, as they ought, 
have prescribed that much more time shotll 
be devoted to the learning of military 
cipline ; in fact, that no time should be tat 
But, according to the original priociple@ 
the bill, the volunteers were not in any 
to go into the army, that is, to, enter inte 
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the regular regiments as regular soldiers. I 
ee with the right hon. gent. under the 
allery, that the volunteers should be al- 
jowed,pay for such days as they are called 
upon to attend drill, for it would be ex- 
tremely unfair to admit the idea, that indus- 
trioas men of family should be expected, from 
patriotism, to devote so much of their time 
to military service for the public good,with- 
out any pecuniary compensation ; although 
Icannot comprehend clearly, and where I 
can comprehend cannot approve, the other 
remarks he made upon the subject. I should 
be glad, indeed, to hear in what light those 
remarks are regacded by ministers, by whom 
the generality of the observations of the 
right hon. gent. on the same bench with me 
(Mr. Windham) seem to be quite miscon- 
ceived; and I ain the more anxious that 
those observations should be clearly repre- 
sented, as they happen to be so expressive of 
the opinions that I myself hold. The right 
hon. gent. did notsay, as the noble lord stated 
and argued upon, that the volunteers formed 
a force that was locked up from the public 
use; but that many of those who might 
have composed the necessary increase of the 
regular army were locked up in the institu- 
tion; and so they are, by the exemptions 
which volunteers enjoyed from being bal- 
lotted for the militia or the army of reserve. 
This was the complaint of the right hon. 
gent, and it is mine. Another right hon, 
gent. on the same bench with me (Mr. T. 
Grenville) has observed, that no recruits are 
likely to enter into the army from the volun- 
teer corps, It does not appear to me de- 
sirable that such a thing should be sought 
for. I hope it can never be in the con- 
templation of any man to use any compulsion 
for such purpose, towards those who have 
entered into volunteer corps, under the ex- 
press understanding which the bill contains. 
The honour of the country, and the cha- 
tacter of the legislature, forbid it. I trust 
that in no event will an attempt be made to 
seduce the volunteers to enlist, because such 
an.attempt would bea violation of the terms 
upon which they became volunteers: and 
I am pretty sure that no man has entered 
into those associations, under the idea that 
he-was at any time to be transferred to a re- 
gular regiment ; and, from the rank in life 
which the generality of the volunteers hold, 
any effort to recruit the army from among 
them would be attended with very inconsi- 
derable success, if any. Indeed, I do not 


at all like the idea, as it is incunsistent with : 


the nature of the engagements as they under- 
Mood it upon entering into the volunteer 
Corps. Whatever I may think of the insti- 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 9.—Army Bsthmates. 





[1734 


tution, I wish the members of it to be 
treated with the utmost respect and atten- 
tion, as I most sincerely applaud the geal by 
which they are actuated; but I can never 
persuade myself to believe that they are ever 
likely to answer the expectations of the 
right hon. gent. under the gallery, even if 
they were to be drilled 50 days in the year, 
as tbe right hon. gent. desired. In what 
time, I would ask, considering the ordinary 
habits of the volunteer corps, would they be 
capable of filling the place which the right 
hon. gent. would assign them? Certainly 
not in the next year or the following. Would 
it be prudent to place the safety of the 
country uader the protection, at any time 
of war, of a body of volunteers not subject 
to martiallaw, nor inured to military disci- 
pline? If the rumour of invasion, which, 
by the by, I never thought so likely to be 
attempted, and if attempted not so practi- 
cable as most people seem to imagine, were 
to blow over, would the right hon. gent. 
under the gallery, or any other gentleman, 
venture to advise the sending of our regular 
army on any foreign expedition, and depend 
entirely on the volunteers for our safety 
against any attack of the enemy on our 
coast? If in such a case invasion should 
be actnally undertaken, there would, I 
think, be serious ground for apprehension 
and alarm. From these considerations I de- 
duce an opinion correspondent to that of the 
right hon gent. on the same bench with me, 
that the machinery of the volunteer sys- 
tem is bad; and that the present system 
is never likely to produce such a force, 
even with the aid of that right hon. gentle- 
tleman’'s (Mr. Pitt) utmost ability, as he pro- 
fesses to enteriain a hope of. I am_ per- 
suaded (hat the volunteers will not answer 
to act with the regular army in the field of 
battle, opposed to the enemy’s troops, as they 
are at present constructed, nor to form the 
ground work of such a force as the right 
hon. gent. under the gallery has alluded to. 
I should have no objection to a general are 
mament of the people under any circem- 
stances when the country was in danger. 
But the voluateers, in the light which I view 
them, cannot-be considered as an arming of 
the people. If they are to be so considered 
they are in numbers quite too-weak ; but if 
they are to be regarded as the foundation of 
a future army, as the right hon. gent. under 
the gallery has hinted,-they are too large. 
For the latter purpose 400,000 men would be 
too much, and for the former one million of 
men would not be very considerable. There- 
fore, in either case, the volunteer system is 
unsuitable. It struck me, assomewhatstrange, 
3A2 
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“in the noble lord’s description of the forces 
of the country, that he never stated the pre- 
cise amount of the regular army, as contra- 
distinguished to the militia. Why this was 
not told, I cannot say ; but no doubt it was 
not, because they were so numerous that they 
‘could not be counted. The volunteers seem- 
ed to be the favourite subject of the noble 
lord's description, enumeration, and praise. 
No ‘doubt the volunteers themselves are 
justly entitled to applause; but I must say, 
that the character of the country is not ad- 
vanced by the frequent repetition of such 
applause. What, was the House to feel so 
much elated as if it were matter of wonder 
that when the country was declared in dan- 
ger, the people of England were emulous to 
step forward and defend their homes against 
a French invader? In such a crisis they had 
stood forth as was to be expected, and in 
such numbers that ministers thought proper 
to resist their increase, and yet they were not 
likely to afford all the utility of which, other- 
wise constituted, they would have been ca- 
pable; what a melancholy reflection ! 
Among the other objections of the right 
hon. gent. on the same bench with me, is 
that which he professed to the manner of the 
volunteer clothing, an objection of which I 
also approve ; and by those who have com- 
“mented upon it, I think it has been put on a 
very wrong footing. I do not like giving 
men red coats merely to give them the ap- 
pearance of soldiers, without the material 
ingredients necessary to form such charac- 
ters. When I hear ministers talking of the 
propriety of dressing the volunteers in miti- 
tary uniforms, I ask, do they mean merely 
that the French troops should take them for 
soldiers? As masked batteries are used in 
war, perhaps you mean to fight the French in 
masquerade? or do you mean to hold out the 
volunteers as mere targets to be fired at? 
You might make use of them in various other 
ways, but you destroy their utility by at- 
tempting to make them soldiers, No man 
will think me apt to. favour any system op- 
posite to civil liberty; but yet I cannot-help 
saying, that nothing appears to me more ab- 
surd than the idea of making men effective 
soldiers for the resistance or attack of an ef- 
fective regular army, without martial Jaw or 
military discipline. By this project of the 
volunteers you send men to impede the 
movements of your regular force, which men 
might be employed most usefully to annoy 
the enemy in various ‘ways, to protect: the 
villages, in fact, by other means to defend 
the invaded against the invader; but the 
battle in the field with the troops of the in- 

vader must be fought by your regular army ; 
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and victory to our arms, in such a cont 
will, I hope and trust, ever be the regy 
The prospect of victory to us, indeed, j 
strengthened by the various advantages whig 
always present themselves to the invag 
country. Upon these advantages, indepe, 
dently of the gallantry of our regular tr 

we reckon with just grounds of confid 

if we could look to the active assistance g 
an armed peasantry ; but where are theyy 
be found—they are absorbed in the vol 
teers! What I would wish is, to see all my 
in their proper places, the soldier in thea 

the peasant in the country, and the Peon 
throughout in that situation where 

could be employed each in his proper t 
partment.—It may be observed, that it} 
inconsistent in me, who last year approrg 
of the reduction of the regular army, nows 
call for its increase; but the times, it isy 
be recollected, are somewhat different; 
were last year at peace, and whether | 

be considered ‘ nature’s fool,” or the Cha 
cellor of the Exchequer’s, 1 certainly di 
think that peace would continue ; and atth 
commencement of the war, I stated vey 
fully the reasons why, I thought it migh 
with proper management, and ought tok 
preserved; but if I was ‘ nature's fool” @ 
thinking the peace of Amiens likely to com 
tinue, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ce 
tainly took a great deal of pains, gave may 
flattering descriptions, and used all the arg. 
ments in his power to confirm me in m 
folly. Under the influence, therefore, d 
that folly, I recommended the decreases 
our armed force at the commencementd 
the last sessions.—-W ith the hope express 
by the right hon. gent. under the gallery] 
heartily join, that we shall not long confit 
ourselves to mere defensive war; thats 
soon as circumstances favour the project, ® 
sha!! proceed upon vigorous offensive: wit; 


that we shall not always limit our glory tj 


the mere security of our own country; am 
that we shal) not suffer ourselves, according 
to the old observation, to ** be swallowed® 
in the channel.” But what description@ 
offensive operations does the right hon. gett 
deem practicable with the present consti 
tion of our armed force? If ever the int 
sion of Ireland were atrempted by the ¢ 
my, and that they actually landed a conside 
able force, would he feel it safe to send 
material proportion of our regular army® 
that cou try, leaving England to the defest 
of the Volunteers? J for myself should dept 
cate any such idea. I beg to be understol 
distinctly as meaning no disrespect whater 
in what I have observed, to the individ 
who compese the Volunteer Corps, whoa? 
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deserving, Tam confident, of all the regard 
[feel for their motives. I nevertheless think, 
that no abilities can possibly turn the Volun- 
teer Corps into a regular army. Now we 
recommend another mode: augment your 
regular army. In other cases, when men 
are compelled to do something in haste, they 
don't reason like our Ministers. When you 
want something done io a hurry, you don't 
set about teaching the whole art or science. 
If you wanied to take a servant with you 
abroad, and. would teach him a few words 
of a foreign language, that he might know 
how to order your supper, or take care of 
your horses, or enquire his way—suppose it 
was the Latin language—would you give 
him two or three ordinary words, such as 
bread, beer, &c, or send him to Eton to learn 
his propria gue maribus? Those who know 
me, know that I have a very great respect 
for the study of Grammar, and that is cer- 
tainly the way to make a man a scholar, 
though not to teach him readily to do a few 
necessary things. Now, what are you do- 
ing? What is the first thing for a soldier? 
Why toaimand fire. But you are tutoring 
men into all the punctilios of the parade, 
making them hold up their bodies and turn 
out their toes, all proper enough when there 
istime for it. Remember, that if tne Vo- 
lunteers are wanted in Dec. or Jan. so they 
werein Aug. or Sept. But, in September, 
when we were told to expect the french, 
how many of them had never fired a gun 
(the case with great numbers of the English 
peasantry, &c.) and still fewer knew how to 
clean it, and to take care of it? That was 
yourcase then. But if Ministers were so 
miserably ill prepared in Aug. last, 1 confess 
Tam obliged to'suspect they now are propor- 
tionably so. You have been teaching the 
Volunteers a variety of matters that some of 
the best writers on military affairs (Marshal 
Saxe for example) consider as trifles—evo- 
lutions which had better be avoided in ac- 
tion. We say the Volunteers compose a 
main part of our national defence, and that 
they consist of the greater part of the young 
and active men. Now | want this descrip- 
tion of persons for two other purposes ; first 
forthe regular army, and secondly for the 
armed nation, not for a sort of half army, 
that you are to put on the top of a hill, to 
frighten the enemy if he should dare to land. 
An hon. friend of mine (Mr. Sheridan) at a 
late public meeting, did me the honour to 
‘compliment me as being a private in one of 
these Corps. No doubt his motive was kind 
iM toasting my name as a private in the 
; Corps; but I am obliged to decline 
the honour he intended me, for this plain 
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reason, that I never was a private in that 
Corps ; nor will I become one in any Corps, 
because [ will not undertake a situation, the 
duties of which I am not competent to per- 
form; my age disqualifies me for it; I could 
not endure the fatigues of a soldier's life; 
though, I must confess, 1 have seen many 
gentlemen worse looking than myself, parad- 
ing in the utmost pomp of military array. 
It may be said that the influence of example 
ought to be considered, and probably, from 
that consideration, most of his Majesty's Mi- 
nisters have become Volunteers. But, what 
kind of example are they likely to give ? 
Why, if the French shoud invade this coun- 
try, they would immediately desert ; for they 
must either desert their offices or the Volan- 
teer Corps, and it is easy to judge what choice 
thy would make. No doubt they would, 
previous to their desertion, apologise to the 
Corps they might belong to, that a necessary 
attendance at their ministerial duties obliged 
them to depart. And what would be the 
effect of such apologies on the different 
Corps? Why this, that it would be a prece- 
dent to justify the desertion of every other 
Volunteer, who could assign any plausible 
reason of pressing business, &c. I see no 
good example, nor any public spirit in such 
things. This vaunted influence of example, 
however, is quite ofa piece with the theatrical, 
ostentatious foppery of the Volunteer system, 
which seems only fit for nothing but to be pat 
on the top ofa hill tobe looked at.—It is quite 
a different kind of thing when a gentleman 


puts himself at the head of any Corps, where 


he can be of use. For instance, the right 
hon. gent. who opened the debate (Mr. 
Windham), is, I find, a Volenteer Officer 
in his own county, where, fom local cir- 
cumstances, he probably may be of more 
use than any other person, or in any other 
way.—As to the affair of the exemptions, it 
is the crudest thing I ever heard of. JI 
thought I could see a great deal of regret in 
the Sec. of State’s speech on that point. But 
his reason is truly curious. He says, ‘ Why 
did not you all tell me of it? It’s all your 
own fault. You were all placed here to 
watch me, and you said nothing.’ <A great 
number of Volunteers, as has been obsei ved, 
were enrolled without any exemption what- 
ever. There were several parishes, where 
people entered into subscriptions to provide 
for the Army of Reserve. Substitutes have 
risen to an enormous price, frequently to 
£50. Parishes cannot get them. Poor 
men, who never were Volunteers, who can- 
not afford it, are too old, or perhaps irfirm, 
insure; by and by, comes another ballot, 
till the parish pays eff its whole debt, es the 
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case is in many parishes in the county where 
I live.—As to the arms: the ordnance, 
it is said, had as many as could be expected. 
I am not quite of that opinion; it might 
have been so in former times, but in a mo- 
dern view of the business, I say, with the 
foresight Ministers say they had of the de- 
signs of the enemy, it ought to have been 
better stored. They concluded their peace 
would not last; we, who were “ Nature's 
fools” and mere idiots, could not know that. 
But did they provide for war? My credulity 
must be greater than they thought it, before 
I can bring myself to believe it. But did 
they think of a war with France without 
the threat of attempting an invasion? It 
seems hardly possible. It was, therefore, 
necessary to guard against it. 1 say that, in 
such case, they must have seen the necessity 
of providing more*than 300,000 muskets. 
Why they should seem so disposed to boast 
of the state of the country, I don't know, 
unless it be that they are themselves really 
surprised at their own exertions. They have 
been quite astonished; and, looking round 
on one another, ‘ Oh,’ say they, ‘ who could 
have thought it? We never could have 
imagined that we were capable of such ex- 
ertions.” Of the country it was impossible 
for them to think meanly: nor do I see why 
any man should be surprised or astonished to 
see Englishmen coming forward manfully to 
defend themselves. What they might think 
of themselves is another matter: if they 
foresaw the danger, there could be no impe- 
diment to foreseeing the want of arms. I 
do hope, that some things have lately hap- 
ipened to render that danger less. I say, that 
if Admiral Cornwallis could, during the 
week Parliaitent met, lay off Brest with his 
fleet, and effectually blockade that port, he 
has materially lessened the danger, and has 
gained laurels as great at most as ever were 
gained by a victory. The utmost degree of 
praise is due to that gallant Commander for 
his skill and bravery in this most important 
affair, which I think of the highest conse- 
quence to the Country. I certainly however 
by no means‘say, that on that account we 
ought to relax at all in our defensive prepa- 
rations. But here perhaps I may be biassed. 
Always thinking an invasion attended with 
many difficulties, and particularly under 
these circumstances, but deeming it equally 
necessary to be fully on our guard against 
it; I say, I may be biassed, but I can’t help 
saying, go on in your preparations, but let 
them be such as may be most speedily con- 
verted into the means of offensive warfare, 
and if I gave-an additional vote to night, it 
should be to the regular army.—Now, Sir, 
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having stated my difficulties as to thee 
verting the Volunteer Corps into a fogys 
tion for the regular army, I wish tog 
word as to their duration, more partic 
as the Noble Lord spoke of them as not 
ing intended for temporary purposes, 
suppose, whether justly or unjustly, they 
should become, in any respect, unpopg} 
if you should exact from the Volunteers, 
thing but what is perfectly compatible wig 
their other necessary pursuits of life, the 
will go on very well; bot I think, thaty 


the petty pay allowed them, should ceptjy 


circumstances, unforeseen at present, aris, 
the keeping of them up, on their prey 
footing, may not be impossible, but | ij 
say improbable. The Noble Lord talked 
making us a military nation. I do noty 
the matter exactly in the same light wij 
him; but I have no objection to see them 
tion more military in its character even) 
time of peace, so far as that every clays, 
persons should be better skilled in the use, 
arms; peasants, artizans, and commend 
men, &c. This would be of considershh 
advantage tothe country. But we area 
ed, how else are the people to be employ 
in the public service? Why, the Seg 
War says, he is not a military man, Mp 
desty is a good quality. But I humbly think, 
that at a time when the country is threaten 
with a formidable invasion, and we are tie 
ing: stich immense forces to oppose it; tt 
Sec. at War should be somewhat of a ik 
tary man. But he refers to General Officen 
Every General Officer, I think, willtd 
him, that the best way of arming tk 
people, is by training them to their pw 
per uses.——I cannot help repeating 
opinion which I gave last session, 
upon which a motion was ineffectoaly 
made in this House; namely, that ther 
should be a responsible military authonily 
to which the Parliament and _ the. peop 
might look for the whole conduct of thea 
my department. I have great personal it 
spect for H. R. H. the Commander in Chief 
but I am persuaded, from my personal kor 
ledge of his character, that he would noth 
pleased with the flattery, that he is hil 
capable of the very difficult task of govent 
ing this department. It requires, abovedl 
that the responsibility should be clearail 
positive, I may be allowed to say, tit 
there is an obstacle in his high birth tote 
responsibility which belongs to his situaliat 
There is a delicacy in questioning: the mé 
sures of a personage of his illustrious 
which deters men in general from the qi 
of calling him to account. It is not toom® 
to say, that al] the arrangements of 





4741) 


tary system for the last summer have been 
unsteady, vascillating and capricious. Earlyin 
ihe summer a staff was appointed, which, to 
say no worse of it, gave considerable surprize 
tomilitaty men. Generals were appointed 
to the command of districts, who no doubt 
had just pretensions to employment, but men 
were disposed to enquire why others of the 

eatest experience, gallantry and distinction 
were omitted! Names were missed that, in 
asituation of the country so critical, ought, 
in the public opinion, to have been the’ tirst 
thougt of. Thos it was conceived that Lord 
Cornwallis was not so old as to be overlook- 
ed; and surely my noble friend, Earl Moira, 
was not so destitute of activity, zeal, energy, 
and experience as to be left unemployed. 
And yet, in the first instance, his pame was 
pot to be found. A genera] promotion, how- 
ever took place, and this altered the arrange- 
ment ;—Lord Hutchinson, who had been 
employed at first, was now put off the staff, 
and Earl Moira was most properly appointed 
tothe chief command in Scotland--an ap- 
pointment which gave me the highest satis- 
faction, as it must do to every one who truly 
regarded the defence of the country; but 
why, if the noble earl was proper to be 
trasted with a great military station in Oct. 
was he overlooked in May? It was an- 
swered to all this, that it was the King’s pre- 
togative to change his Generals, and that he 
might change them every day. Most true 
it is his prerogative, but his ministers are 
responsible for the exercise of this preroga- 
tive capriciously. The country have a right 
to the employment of the best talents and 
experience that the army can supply, and 
the characters of officers are an essential part 
of the public strength. Men are not to be 
changed by caprice. Where nothing has 
happened to a'ter the circumstances, it be- 
trays a levity inconsistent with the character 
of a strong and efficient government to 
change, take officers up, and put them down 
Without a reason assigned, or an argument 
of any kind.—Every part of the service has 
been left. to chance. Even in raising the 
Army of Reserve, there was the same want 
of attention, After men had paid £40 or 
£50 to find a substitute for the Army of 
Reserve, and the substitute had marched to 
the appointed rendezvous, he found no one 
there to receive him. This had happened 
i many instances, and the substitates not 

owing what to do with themselves or their 
money, had deserted in post chaises and 

t. Was there ever an admistration so 
tusted, so supported—so left with almost 
Uncontrolled power as the present—with the 
pitit of the country raised to the highest 
‘enthysiasinee with no party differences to mo- 
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lest them—with the Lords Lieutenants of 
the Counties all eager to second their views; 
and yet what had they done with all this 
power? Had it not been the chief employ- 
ment of those Lords Lieutenants to compre- 
bend the instructions they had received the . 
explanation of the explanations had occupied 
almost all their time; and not merely in re- 
gard to their signals in Norfolk, but toall their 
system there had been such a system of corfu- 
sion, contradiction and vasciliation as tomake 
it impossible for the proper officers to under 
stand what they were to do.. I am speak- 
ing now of their military system, not of 
their boasted income act, of which we 
shall hear enough hereafier.—Now I ant 
speaking on the general subject of minis- 
terial changes and confusion, I am led 
to mention a circumstance respecting a 
near relation of mine (General Fox), con- 
cerning whom the conduct of government 
has been such. as I cannot comprehend. 
He was sent, after the commencement of 
the war, to a very high and important 
command (in Ireland) ; an appointment at 
which I felt much more of anxiety than of 
pleasure, notwithstanding the knowledge I 
had of his character, A disturbance broke 
out in Dublin on the 23d of July, in which 
Lord Kilwarden was murdered. It excited 
udiversal astonishment, and in a few days 
he was no longer commander in chief. I 
miay be told, indeed, that his departure 
thence proceeded trom his own request: 
but from all I have been able to learn upon 
the subject, a wish on the part of the civil 
government of Ireland was expressed, that 
he should be recalled. After this, there 
was no man of spirit but would say, “ [ 
will no longer stay in your way, since you 
wish my removal.” When he comes over 
here, he is intmediately entrusted with the 
high aud honourable command of a district 
near the metropolis, a clear proof that 
ministers did not think ill of hi®eonduct. 
But why then was he recalled? Because, 
it seems, it was the wish of the Irish civil 
government. I say, that this circumstance 
satan so very soon after the 23¢ of 
July, who would not feel themselves justi- 
fied in saying that it was in consequence 
of misconduct? Did both parties, the ci- 
vil power and the commander in chief, act 
perfectly well? How? By getting intel- 
ligence? By following up that intelli- 
gence? Was it true that the Lord Lieat. 
instructed the commander in chief, and 
then withdrew to the Pheenix-Park, a few 
hours before Lord Kilwarden was murder- 
ed? Nothing that I can see but a sur- 
prize, a total and complete surprize, can 
Justify the: Irish government in that affair, 
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or they must be a sort of accomplices in 
the murder of Lord Kilwarden. It. ought 
to be publicly known, that whatever inti- 
mation was given to the commander ip 
chief, was given with an idea that it was 
not to be relied upon. Not even the Lord 
Mayor knew any thing of it: and, when 
it is alledged (pitiful excuse!) with great 
formality, that the superintendant mayis- 
trate of the city of Dublin was informed of 
it, pray was he directed to. communicate it 
to the Lord Mayor? If he was, he did 
not execute his orders. Was there any 
one civil magistrate active on the occasion? 
And yet it was afterwards insinuated that 
blame lay where there was not the smallest 
reason to lay it, and the Lord Lieut. wishes 
for a new appointment of the commander- 
ship in chief. | have heard of other and very 
different reasons. The press in Ireland, 

not so much enslaved as at Paris, 


though 
is, Tikend. not so unshackled as it is here, | 


and is not very likely to convey to the 
world that which is thought to be dis- 
agreeable at the Castle. Well, Sir; from 
this press, a paragraph has made ils ap- 


earance, stating, * that the Commander, 


an Chief was the brother to Mr. Charles 
Fox, of the English House of Commons, 
that he was first cousin to the Duke of 
Leinster, and, of course, was related to 
the late Lord Edward Fitzgerald.” This, 
Sir, was a strange offence, if, indeed, it 
was an offence at all. No man of Gen. 
Fox’s rank has, I believe, mixed less, at any 
time, in the politics of the day. What 
could be the true cause of his recal, I know 
not; for I, who am no judge of military 
matters, must, setting aside feelings of re- 
lationship, consider him to be a good officer, 
after his recent appointment. What, then, 
was it that induced the Lord Lieut. and his 
Majesty’s ministers to act with such unex- 
sit Mg such unaccountable caprice? I 
. say there must have been some scandalous 
inattention at the Castle. Strange conduct! 
They are actuated only by the dread of 
giving alarm. From morning till night they 

© not seem afraid of riot and murder, but 
of giving alarm. I, for my part, wish the 
citizens of Dublin had been alarmed, and 
then there might have been some safety. 
But why all this fear of alarm? Why, 
but because there was a charm which they 
feared would be broken. Why, but be- 
cause the friends of government had been 
crying out here last spring—** All’s safe! 
Als well!” and then were afraid of the 
idea of danger. ‘ This will spoil all our 
story, and we shall never be_ believed 
again. [f the danger goes off we are safe. 
There lias been noalarm; if danger breaks, 
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out we must run, the risk ; but we will, 
our chance for it’’—There is another of 
ject of a still higher nature, on which 
feel it my duty to say a few words; I m 

the situation of the Heir Apparent of the 
Crown. Last session, we understood, jy 
had made very handsome offers of his gg, 
vices to government, Not only were 

then not accepted, but nothing since, i 
appears, has been done to soothe his mj 

or carry into effect his liberal and honoy, 
able offer. I shall hear, that this matter} 
dependent on the prerogative of the Crow, 
Who questions it? But are we to unde, 
stand from-that, that the King’s will, 
every thing, and the public opinion nothing! 
This may be very good doctrine, bet] 
must say I am too old tolearn it. I shoy| 
think this a subject on which I may claim, 
right to observe, because I consider th 
active services of the Prince of Walesg 
great importance in our present situation 
for exciting the spirit of the country, ang 
therefore, as being a material part of th 
public defence. I hope, and indeed am 
inclined to think, that there is as mud 
loyalty in this country as there ever wasa 
any former period. To ali loyal persom, 
must it not be grateful to see the Heir Ap 
parent actively employed in the conteg 
and sharing, with the public at large,in 
the danger and in the glory of defending 
the country? Thatdanger, notwithstand 
ing my confidence in our success, may Gol 
forbid! But are you to be justified @ 
omitting to use such material means? He 
has been long in the army. It was natunl 
for him to say—‘“ My situation in societya 
such, that rank is an inferior consideratiog 
whether I am colonel or general, is of littl 
importance.” But at Aresent, is not th 
case quite different? “ If France. land 
her armies on our shores, all your othe 
brothers in the army shall have a high com 
mand; but you, under the colour of savigg 
you fiom danger, shall be deprived of ay 
glorious opportunity.” Look at his situ 
tion! At the head of the regiment & 
commands — but who thinks ‘that to ® 
colonel of a regiment of light hong 
is a situation, in times like these, & 
for the Prince of Wales? I can gasit 
imagine, that such is the frame of som 
men’s minds, that they could reconslt 
themselves to the idea of shutting hime 
like an Eastern Monarch; but I ams 
his mere colonelcy is what no man herem® 
say is a situation becoming him. [cana 
enter into motives. I am sure the @& 
sequences will be honourable to the Pant 


of Wales, and not so to those who ® 4 


advised his Majesty to refuse his. 
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They may by such advice take: away from 
him an opportunity of rendering himself 
plar, apd becoming one of the most 

ved princes in our history. Why this 
js not desirable, I really cannot understand. 
We, however, have a right to state to mi- 
histers our opinions upon a subject, to which 
we may think the interests of the public are 
decply concerned, and which certainly in- 
folves topics peculiarly grateful to the fx} 
ings of the Prince of Wa'es.—I hope, Sir, 
that this debate will bave a good effect upon 
the public mind ;' and that they will see 
the Parliament disposed to look that mini- 
sters do justice to their energies, and to the 
pburthens they chearfully bear: for their 
voluntary expenses are as real a burthen as 
their taxes. 1! hope the people will see that 
we are ready to do what is owing to their 
Jove of freedom, their public spirit, and 
their zeal and bravery in the public cause. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer. —{ join 
with my noble friertd (Lord Castlereagh) in 
the necessity of this country redoubling her 
energies, in consequence of the envy and 
immodcrate ambition of the enemy with 
whom we are now seriously contending. 
Itis unquestionably true, that it is a mclan- 
choly consideration, that onr present neces- 
sity is created not by our wealth and our 
freedom, but by the envy and hatred that 
wealth and that freedom have excited iu the 
breast of our enemy. The hon. gent. who 
spoke last, I was happy to hear express his 
strong conviction of the necessity of putting 
forth a!] the energies of this great country. 
Ihave now risen, Sir, ebiefly to make a 
- few remarks on his wish toknow what was 
the view government have of the character 
of our numerous and patriotic volunteers. 
One right hon. gent. dislikes to see them in 
tegimentals ; he wishes them not to look 
like soldiers, and to wear no uniforms. 
Another right hon. gent. wishes to see them 
approximated much nearer to regular sol- 
diers. My opit:ion, Sir, inclines much more 
to the latter right hon. gentleman's sugges- 
tion. I do wish to maintain that force 
in its strength, and render it available to all 
the great purposes for which it was insti- 
tated. But I wish it to be considered, that 
upon the present system on which our vo- 
Jonteer strength has grown up and flourish- 
ed, there is such a hearty snd universal co- 
Operation 2nd affection among the various 
corps, that it might be very unwise to try 
any sudden changes. The hon. gent. who 
spoke last says, we should increase the re- 
gularforce, and that my noble friend, in 
his statements, has blended the accounts of 
the forces in England and Ireland, I am 
rN Gb TV. 
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confident that there is no wish in govern- 
ment to conceal any information on this 
important subject. I am very wiiling to re- 
lieve the minds of any persons who want to 
be satisfied upon it. I believe I state-ac- 
corately, when [say, that the whole regular 
force is 69,000 men, of infantry, cavalry, 
and artillery, disposable to any part of the 
world ; which added to the militia, make 
up 180,000 men, exclusive of 27,000 of the 
army of reserve, not yet incorporated with 
the line, and 410,000 volunteers. I hope, 
afier this statement, 1 sha!! not hear again, 
that we have totally destroyed the regular 
army; but I am ready to concur in expres- 
sing an earnest wish, that this great force 
should be augmented ; and I have the satis- 
faction {o see, that the system bas succecded 
in augmenting the regular force, in a more 
effectual way, than at any time previously, 
except by the offers of the militia last war. 
In ten weeks 7,500 had volunteered for gene- 
ral service ; and, notwithstanding the inter- 
ruption of recruiting, the diminution of num- 
ber was but a third: in all, not more than 
1,500 for the whole year. What I regret 
excredingly is, that gentlemen should have 
so much under-rated the volunteers, as fit 
only to protect villages and carry provisions; 


| and as being taught matters not conducive 
| to the species of utility within their reach. 


Ihave a great opinion of the anthority of 
that hon. gent. and of the right hon. gent. 
on the same bench ; but in military matters, 
i think I must prefer those of Lord Moira, 


| whom the hon. gent. has so deservedly 


praised, now commander in chief in Scot- 
land, who, addressing the Edinburgh volun- 
teers, says, he would head them coufidently 


. against any foe; and of Lord Cathcart, the 


present comman:'cr in chief in Ireland. No- 
thing requires greater caution or more deli- 


| cacy than the adoption of any new system in 


regard to the volunteers [ deprecate any 
attempts that may destroy that unanimity and 
cordiality that at present happily subsist 
among all ranks. J] am afraid to draw the 
string too tight. Another hon. gent. (Mr. 
Grenville) thinks we should have had ten 
times the number of volunteers. Now, of 
the male population from 18 to 60, I appre- 
hend one-fourth to be actaally under arms. 
It is true, when the bill was first brought 
in, nothing was said about the limitation, 
but afterwards,a number was stated, much 
below the present number of volunteers, 
namely, three fourths of the first class —And 
now, Sir, have ministers done their duty to 
the public? I readily grant, that no admi- 
nistration ever received more cordial sup- 
port from the public, in all measures calcu 
* 


Bbb 
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Jated to promote the public welfare ; and 
we should indeed be without excuse, were 
we deserving of the censures we have re- 
ceived -—The right hon gent. has referred 
to the Treaty of Amiens, and says, then we 
ought to have made ovt our plan for keep- 
ing up the army. Whenever I hear the 
assertion of our reducing the army made, 
I must contradict it. None but a body of 
7,000, partly invalids, were re‘uced ; but 
of ali the regular infantry of the country, 
only 3,000. I aver that, subsequently to 
that treaiy, I thought that peace would last, 
but that its duration would be entirely de- 
pendent on our strong establishment, and 
the consciousness of our own security. The 
right hon. gent. spoke of our “ thread ” 
of naval defence ; but surely the observa- 
tion of the hon. member opposite to me, 
confutes that remark by his praise of the 
fleet off Brest.—Mr. Addington, afier seve- 
tal remarks, noticed the project of a respon- 
sible military council. Many respectable 
persons wished for such an establishment 
when it was first proposed, who have now 
almost generally changed their sentiment. 
It would jay the foundation of weakness, and 
destroy all hope of distinction, all just and 

enerous responsibility, which H. R. H. the 
Duke of York charges on himself, and 
would produce distraction and imbecillity.— 
But there was another subject of still greater 
delicacy, to which the hon. gent. referred ; 
that of the first subject of the realm not 
being in a situation which he thought due 
to his exalted rank, and which H. R. H. 
himself desires. When this subject was 
befoie mentioned, I stated that no authority 
short of his Majesty's commands, or the 
joint authority of this House, should compel 
me tosay one word on that subject. Since 
that, nothing has intervened. But I really 
cannot account for the silence of the lion. 
gent, on this subject, last war, Nothing, 
however, shail make me change, but what 
I have described.— As to the charges of va- 
cillation and confusion, they are uiterly un- 
founded. With respect to the gallant off- 
cer alluded to, late commander in chief in 
Ireland, I see no complaint against Ge- 
neral Fox; the best proof of which is, his 
subsequent appointment. Sir R. Abercrom- 
bie returned, it is true, from Ireland, but 
that left no discredit on that brave general. 
Nothing but ignorance of the subject could 
induce a gentleman of the hon. member's 
candour and sagacity, to attach any blame 
to the [ish civil or military government. 
All the inculpations of persons in. either de- 
partment, 1 aver, are unfounded, and if 
¢nquiry can be made, it will redound to 
their honour.—Mr. Addington concluded 
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tion, of which notice had been given, mj 
not be pressed, He was sure the propog, 
tion came from one who was a Sincery 
friend to the voluntecr system, and he fe 
the force of many remarks which haf 
been made. As to the exemptions, a right 
hon. friend of his would bring in a dill 
that subject, 

Mr. Fo%.—With respect to the impene 
trable silence of the right hon. gent., unleg 
on condition of his Majesty's command, j 
might be weil, perhaps, if he had extendey 
that discretion to the case of Ireland alg, 
He is asked, if the government of Irelang 
did not express a wish for the recail of the 
commander in chief. He does not say,] 
never knew of such a wish, but “ I see my 
complaint against General Fox.” This iy 
no answer whatever, and the right hog, 
gent. had better have wrapped himself yp 
in state silence, than have made any such 
reply. To evade is next to saying nothi 
He is silent as to the Prince of Wates; a 
to the affiirs of Ireland he evades the quep 
tion. How is it possible the Lord Lieat, 
I again repeat, could at such a moment 
wish the recail of the commander in chief, 
and not cast a censure on him? Itcould 
not be. Tassert that governiment here, whe 
they knew the disposition and opinion of they 
government of Ireland, did not take proper 
means to inve.tigate the cause of their wish, 
and ascertain where the blame, in fae, 
existed. In such a state of the caseiti 
trifling’ to say no censure is implied. Iti 
not consistent with common sense to exat 
martial law and suspend the Habeas Corpts 
Act, for a rict so contemptible, as the rising 
of the 23d of July was now represented. 
In the nature of things, it cannot be that 
ministets are sincere on that point ; and,if 
the rising be once serious, blame must at 
tach somewhere. ‘ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—\ ca 
only repeat on that subject what was said 
upon it by a right bon. friend near mm, 
(Mr. Yorke) when the de relative ® 
those bills tock place. If the right hon. geat 
did not then chuse to attend in his place, @ 
has no right now to call on the subjed 
pending another discussion. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke—* Sir; the unpme 
voked way in which the right hon. get 
(Mr. Fox) has thought proper to attack 4 
noble relative of mine, and the unusual tem 
of asperity he has used, makes it necessay 
for me to say a few words. Upon the sie 
ject of Ireland, I say, let every one come fie 
ward aod explain what he knows: the 
“« Fiat justitia ruat Colum.” If the nga 
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commander in chief, to attach: blame to the 
civil government of Ireland, then must [ op- 
his object. The facts of the case are 
nearly as follows. No information was in 
session of the government of Irelaod of 
any intention of a rising being near, till the 
explosion of the powder: mill on the 18th of 
Joly. Of this event intelligence was sent in 
gletter to the commander in chicf. Te had 
Jeft Dublin on a military tour, and did not 
receive it till bis retorn on the 20th. Next 
day, the 21st, a gentleman waited on govern- 
ment to say, from certain appearances among 
his men, he conjectured a rising would take 
place the next day. On the 22d he came 
again, saying, all appearances of commotion 
had since subsided, and that he thought he 
was wrong in his ideas yesterday. he re- 
tarned on the 23d, and declared his convic- 
tion that now in earnest it was about to break 
oat. Other circumstances and intelligence 
concurring, the government of Ireland was 
convinced of the fact. The Lord Lieutenant, 
who was at the Pheenix Pa:k, was sent for, 
and, calling on the commander in chief, 
they came to the castle in his coach together. 
Here the officers of state were assembled, and 
the communication was made by the respec- 
tive officers in the presence of the comman- 
der in chief and Lord Lieutenant. The opi- 
nion, as to a rise that day, and the grounds 
of them, were thought’ not to be of import- 
ance, and it is justice to suy, government did 
not know of the dépot or intended rising in 
other parts of Jreland. Jt certainly was not 
thought serious; but who would not have 
thought, on this statement, that the com- 
mander in chief would have taken every ne- 
cessary precaution? [| will ask you, if, on 
this intelligence, known equally to both, it 
was not more the office of the commander in 
chief to warn his officers than the Lord Lieu- 
tenant? Without exciting alarm he might 
at evening parade have told the officers and 
Men not“to stay from quarters that night, 
If he did not, surely it was not the fault of 
the Lord Lieutenant. So, if ammunitien was 
Wanted, that was not the fault of the Lord 
Lieutenant. It was with the commandant 
of the place as it would be here in London 
or any other town. As well might Gen. 
Fox be said to be an accomplice in the death 
ef Col. Brown, for not warning that officer, 
though only 500 yards from his own house, 
of the rising, as the civit ¢overitment of Ite- 
land be called accompli@es in the murder of 
Lord Kilwarden, because they had not taken 
—.s. they did not deem necessary. It is 
wn, I was very glad on the appointment 

Of the late comayan‘ier ‘in chief, and always 


thooght highly of him. ‘After the events of 


23d of July, I believe the government 
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of Ireland did not make any official appliea- 
tion for the removal of the commander in 
chief; but a coolness took place between 
the Lord Lieutenant and him, which shewed 
that a longer continuation together would 
not be proper. In fact, afier ab-enting bim- 
seif some days from ihe castle, the comman- 
der in chief gave in his resignation. { wil 
not however disguise, that the Lord Lieut. did 
think, under all circumstances, that either 
himself or the commander in chief should 
withdraw, 

Mr. fox.—In no sense can my observa- 
tions be considered as an unprovoked attack, 
as the consideration of the character of general 
officers arises naturally out of the sabject now 
before the House, and I always thought it 
right to go into those points. 1 have some 
reasons to think, that the government of 
Ire!and was weil attached to the commander 
in chief, and that between him and the Lord 
Lieut. a perfect good-will subsisted, previous 
to the events of the 23d. After that period 
a coolness arose between them; the abuses 
which took place, might have arisen from 
certain rumours, traceable tothe castle. As 
to one, I can say, he conceived the other had 
spoken of him in a way which he did not 
deserve, and that he had not been informed, 
as it was intimated, of the intended rising 
on the 23d. If he had been so informed, 
was it not natural the lord mayor would have 
been toid? It is impossible it could be other- 
wise. I repeat again, that the government 
of Ireland must have been surprised, or they 
were accomplices in the death of Lord Kil- 
warden. Jn the same situation, I equally 
should have said the same of the commander 
in chief. The question is, whether that of- 
ficer had communicated to him any sufficient 
ground of alarm, to authorize him to take 
measres of precaution, and, in particular, to 
apprize Col. Brown of the risk. What, if 
it can proved that the Lord Lieut. gave him 
orders not to alarm any one! And, as to the 
steps taken by him, what, if his lordshiz sert 
to express his surprise, and said, I suppose, 
by what you are doing, you must act on sovré 
information unknown to me! The lettcr 
sent to the commander in chief was rot re- 
ceived; so the Lord Lieut. had more ground 
than he to conceive the extent of the danger, 
On the existence of 2 coolness, whch com- 
pelied the government here to choose be- 
tween the Lord Lieut. and commander in 
chief, they did, as was patural, determine for 
the former; bat what I coayplain of is, thet 
they never institated any inquiry info the 
canse of that’ Geolness. It was, however, 
obvious to cofMmon observation, that two 
such persons could not origi date a misauder- 
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standing om light grounds. This should 
have been done; they should not have been 
like the Lord Lieut., fearful of giving alarm ; 
but, inquiring into the cause of the coolness, 
they should, if they found his lordship’s in- 
sinuation groundless, have given him a re- 
primand. 

Admiral Berkeley.—I am sure the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Yorke) is above all wish of 
being misunderstood. Does he mean to say, 
that the commander in chief of Ireland 
knew and was apprised of the intended rising 
on the 23d of July. ’ 

Mr. Secretary Yorke.—] meant to say, that 
the commander in chief had every opportu- 
nity of knowing the information disclosed at 
the Castle, on the morning of the 23d, that 
the Lord Lieutenant had. 

Mr. Corry.—As I have been in Dublin 
since the unfortunate events of the 23d of 
July, it may be expected J should say some- 
thing on this subject, upon which I made it 
my business when there to make a minute 
mquiry. The civil government were ap- 
prised of an intended rising on the 23d of 

‘July. This clearly appears. In consequence 
they warned the civil magistrates, at the head 
of which was the guperintendant of Dubiin. 
The mistake is, that officer is unknown here. 
The lord mayor of Dublin is not like the 
ford mayor of London. Kt is not he, but the 
superintendant who has the charge of the 
peace. He was informed of the rising, and 
actually armed, and called out an additional 
number of peace officers; from this, itisclear, 
the government of Ireland were not surprized, 
and that they took every step which would 
be thought essential. ‘The interview at the 
castle, between the commander in chief and 
the Lord Lieutenant could be proved. The 
details of the intelligence were then Jaid be- 
fore them, and the civil government had cer- 
tainly a right to conclude, that the comman- 
der in chief had taken every military precau- 
tion which the circumstances would warrant. 
Whether he did or not, or what those pre- 
cautions might be, I am not prepared to say, 
as, in fact, | made no inquiry on those sub- 
jects. That the conspitacy existed, and that 
to a dangerous degree, I conceive to be the 
foundation of the late bills, for continuing 
martial Jaw and suspending the operation of 
the Habeas Corpus Act. With this ob- 
ject, the late insurrection is unconnected, 
‘That was, in truth, contemptible. On the 
contusion of these two circumstances, the 
fornier insurrection and present conspiracy, 
depends all the differeyce of opinion now 
and lately expressed; whereas, in fact, there 
is no inconsistency, no contradiction. The 


insurrection wae contemptible; the eonspi- 


PARL, DEBATES, Dec. 9.—Army Estimates. 





L198 


racy is dangerous. Nothing in what I hay 
here said, i trust, wili be construed to thy 
disadvantage of the comnsander in chief, x, 
lative to whose conduct I had no means gf 
inquiry, and never have formed any Opinion 
concerning it. 

Lord de Blaquiere.—I cannot admit, 
that the insurrection on the 23d of July wy 
a matter to be lightly treated. It was, in 
opinion, a rank and dangerous rebellion 
The castle of Dublin was certainly surprised, 
A plan was on foot to stop the mail coach, 
and if that had taken place, the whole cog, 
try would have risen. Under these circom. 
stances, I think inquiry should be instituted 
for heavy blame must attach somewhere, 

The Hon. C. Hely Hutchinson.—Sir ; up 
a question of national defence, and at ame 
ment critical as the present, I feel it to by 
my duty, notwithstanding the lateness of the 
hour, to trouble you wiih a very few obser 
vations. I give ministers full credit for th 
exertions they have made in calling forth the 
strength of the country by the volunteer 
sociations, undoubtedly a force highly con 
stitutional, and although not new in theory, 
has now, for the first time, been thus’exten 
sively adopted. Notwithstanding the fim 
reliance I place on the zeal and loyaltyo 
the volunteer force, which I doubt not, wil 
in the hour of attack be found highly service. 
able and solicitous to encounter every dan. 
ger, I cannot at the same time but lament, 
that ministers have not deemed it advisable 
to decrease that species of force, and ina 
very considerable degree to augment th 
troops of the line; but, upon this topic, | 
purposely refrain at this late hour from en 
larging, particularly as it has been already 
so ably and fully discussed. My principal, 
indeed sole object for troubling you at thi 
moment, is in consequence of a subject 
which has been introduced by an hon. met 
ber (Mr. Fox) who has lately spoken. Upea 
it I have long had a decided opinion. | 
consider it a subject of great public moment, 
and J feel that in times like the present, 
hesitate to deliver such an opinion, would 
be to shrink from the discharge of my pub 
lic duty. —Such is the nature of the contet 
in which we are involved, so awfully critica) 
the present state of things, so inveterate out 
foe, so various and formidable his resources 
and so unceasing his machinations to destroy 
us, that it has been found necessary that his 
Majesty should avail himself of the pea 
ance in arms of almost every description 


his subjects; and so serious does his Majesty 
deem the \neditated attack, that he has beet 
graciously pleased to gratify and animale 
his faithful subjects, by deslaring his soya 

a 





1753) 


intention, in the event of invasion, of putting 
himself at the head of his troops, determined 
jn person to defend the constitution, the 
laws, the religion, and the liberties of his 
united empire. At such a crisis, the Prince 
of Wales, the heir apparent to the crown, 
the person most interested in the event of 
this struggle, naturally anxious to share in 
the danger-and the glory of the day, solicits 
to be placed in a situation, where, by his 
presence, he may contribute to collect thou- 
sands round the royal standard ; and evince, 
by his firmness and zeal, the ardour with 
which he would support the throne of his 
Sovereign and Father ; but in this his ardent 
hope, aad first expectation, he finds himself 
disappointed ! And yet, Sir, we have been 
but this moment informed by a right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Pitt), that we must not suffer 
ourselves to be lulled into a state of security, 
or to consider this any other than a contest 
likely to be most durable; and he has even 
gone so far as to suggest the propriety of our 
resolving to fashion ourselves into a military 
nation. With the din of war constantly as- 
sailing the ear, and the cry of universal ar- 
mament being incessant, that the Illustrious 
Personage alluded to, the most interested, 
should be the only one prevented from oc- 
cupying his proper station, appals one with 
astovishment ! ! !—Sir; [ have ever admired, 
as the surest’ foundation of the liberties of 
these countries, as the most valued right of 
the subject, and as the most glorious charac- 
teristic of the monarchy, that maxim of our 
constitution, which asserts that the King can 
do no wrong ; the prerogative of the crown, 
(for the wisest purposes) most extensive, 
seems only to be limited, where it is pos- 
sible that in its operation it can affect the 
welfare of the community; the King, as sole 
execetive, and only fountain of honour and 
of mercy, bebolds these his prerogatives up- 
holden by the unqualified approbation of his 
people. Bat, Sir, the same spirit of legis. 
lation which declared that the prerogative of 
the crown could not operate to the injury of 
the subject, has also wisely attached an aw- 
ful responsibility upon ministers forthe fit 
execution of that prerogative; and, among 
the various duties incumbent on the mem- 
bers of this House, that of not suffering this 
Tesponsibility to be evaded, imperiously de- 
mands their most watchful attention. Iam 
decidedly of opinion, that the illustrious per- 
fohage in. question, being at this moment 
appointed to an ostensible command, would 
bring great additional strength to the public 
Cause, and that ministers in neglecting to 
advise his Majesty to this moasure, are highly 
nsurable.-[ canzot conclude without de- 
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claring, that I give my most unqualified sup- 
port to the vote now proposed, as I have 
done to every measure deemed necessary to 
strengthen and support his. Majesty in the 
present arduous and necessary contest in 
which he is engaged, and in which I rejoice 
to perceive he has aiready reccived the cor- 
dial co-operation of every description of his 
subjects. 

Mr. Pitt and the Chanccllcr of the Exche- 
quer respectively spoke in explavation, rela- 
tive to some poinis which had been discus 
sed in an early part of the debate —Mr. 
Windham and the Chaueeilor of the Exche- 


“quer also spoke severally in explanation.— 


Mr. Pitt, in further explanation observed, 
that a sufficient number of ficld officers for 
the purposes he had mentioned with respect 
to volunteer corps could without difficulty 
be obtained, He did not mean persons wha 
should hold that rank at the time of their 
coming to those corps; there were a number 
of persons of the rank of captains, of a cer- 
tain number of years standing, who would 
be fully competent to the purpose, and would 
make very respectable field officers.—The 
questions were then put, on the different re- 
solutions moved by the Sec. at War, as well 
as those moved by the Sec, of the Ordnance 
Department, all of which were severally 
agreed to by the Committee, The House 
then resemed, and the report was ordered 
to be received on Monday.—The Committee 
of Ways and Means, and the other orders of 
the day were then deferred till Monday, and 
at 3 o'clock the House adjourued. 





————————— ee 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, December 10. 

The bills on the table were forwarded one 
stage; and the Curate’s relief bill, sugar 
duty drawback bill, Irish distillery bill, and 
Trish. provision bill, were bronght up from 
the Commens.— Adjourned to Monday. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, Dec; 10, 


(Minutes } Mr. Hobhouse brought up 
the report of the commitee of supp!y.. The 
resolutions, were agreed to nem, cou.—Mr, 
Secretary Yoike presented an absiract.of the 
volunteer corps accepted by his Majesty sab- 
sequent to the 10th of August last. Ordered 
to lie on, the table.— Mr. Corry presented 
the annyal petitions and-estimates from the 
Irish charitable institutions. . Ordered to lie 
on the table. —Mr. Corry.wished to give ne- 
tice, that on Monday be wauid moye the 
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asual grants for those institutions, pursuant 
fo the act of onion. After some regarks 
from the Speaker on the shortness of the no- 
tice, it was stated by Mr. Corry, that there 
was the sameinterval between the notice and 
the motion as last year ; and by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer that the sums and 
services were the same as last year, and every 
year, as provided for by the articles of union; 
and, therefore, that the House was already in 
possession of the subject. On these grounds 
the notice was allowed to stand. 
[VorunteerR Exemption Bity.] Mr.Se- 
cretary Yorke in pursuance of the notice he 
had given yesterday, rose to move for leave 
to bring in a bi'l toexplain and amend the 
acts of 42 and 43 Geo. III. so far as they re- 
lated to the exemptions to be enjoyed by vo- 
Tunteers. From what he had heard in the 
House yesterday, and what he had learned 
from other sources, he knew that much dif- 
ficulty existed in the interpretation of these 
acts. It was indeed hardly to be expected 
that every person should have read them 
over, so as to know precisely their provisions 
in the manner the law required He the'e- 
fore thought it right to prefer this bill for the 
purpose of-explaining those acts in that part 
where explanation was most immediately 
mecessary. ‘The bill which he meant to pre- 
fer would go only to regulate the exemptions. 
There were other points also, he was aware, 
which required explanation, and it might per- 
haps be necessary to go into an entire re- 
view of the volunteer system, in ordre to cor- 
rect and strengthen it; but as this should 
be done. not hastily, but with mature consi- 
deration, he thought it better to defer it till 
after the recess. ‘The object of the bill he 
meant to propose would be, first to enable 
such commanders of corps as-had not given 
in their returns to give them in now, and to 
provide that the certificate of such comman- 
der should be effectual to secure the benefit 
of the exemption to the individual. This 
exemption extended equally to the militia 
and the army of reserve. The return should 
specify, whether the men attended with arms 
and otherwise accoutred, so as to be consider- 
ed as effective; if he attended without arins, 
there was to be a special return, stating the 
reason why, and this special return, and the 
certificates fuanded upon it, should also give 
a title to the exemptions. It wis extremely 
advisable, while the exemptions were se- 
cured to every person who was entitled to 
them, to do every thing that could be done 
to prevent abuses arising from too much re- 
laxation: he thought it necessary to provide 
that from the Ist of May next, 24 days re- 
gular attendance in training and exercise 
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should be required, to give a title to thea, 
emptions. The former of the acts which 
the bill would go to explain and a 
being passed in time of peace, required 
five days. It would be obvious to the 
House, that a longer attendance would ly 
necessary in time of war, and particularlyiy 
such a war as the present, than in time g 
peace. He proposed therefore, that 24 
attendance should be required of the infaat f 
and 12 of the cavalry. The returns w 
be made three times a year, and thereforeg 
days in every four months would be: requip. 
ed of the infantry, and four days of the cp 
valry. He concluded with moving for tim 
to bring in a bill to explain and amend thy 
said acts. 

Mr. Curwen was sorry the right hon. gent, 
was not prepared at present with any mep 
sures to enforce the continuance of the se 
vice of the volunteers. ‘The danger was, that 
many of them as soon as the present ballot 
wus over, would attend no longer, and thy 
being lost to the militia and the army of re. 
serve, would be lost also to the volunter 
corps. He wished therefore, that the pre 
sent measure were coupled with some gene. 
ral regelations for the corps. He thoaght it 
wise 1n ministers to be as saving of the publi 
money as was consistent with the public im 
terests, and the public safety, but at the 
same time he thought it would be wisetp 
enter on some general plan for the improve 
ment of the volunteer corps. He did not 
think that the plan proposed last night (o 
Mr. Pitt) would godown. The volontee 
offieers were pledged to their corps toa 
company them whereever they should beo- 
dered, and of course they would not like 
that a field cfficer should be put over thet 
heads, neither would the appointment ofsud 
an officer be agreeable to the volunteers wht 
composed the corps, He thought it would 
be much better to give serjeant-majors anf 
adjutants in greater numbers, to give at 
cond serjeant, and a corporal, with perme 
nent pay. It was well known that the di 
cipliae of the men depended on their having 
good non-commissioned officers. He wa 
sure too much could not be said of the be 
nourabie principles and feelings of the vola 
teers in general. But though an ignominios 
discharge from the ranks would have the fak 
lest effect in many instances, it would mt 
in all. He thought it better that intoxie 
tion, disorderly and unsoldier-like condutt 
should be punished by a small fifie, ate 
torily and immediately enforced. Hew 
sure that the effect of this, and some sil 
regulations, would ‘produce ‘a (ea 
good conduct ‘and emulation, ‘whi 
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extend with the most beneficial effect to 
the army and militia, as well as volun- 
teers. Looking to the military face which 
the country wore at present, every tang 
should be done to realize the appearance, 
and if ministers deferred for a time bringing 
forward such regulations as were necessary 
to this effect, he hoped it was only to bring 
them forward in a more systematic and di- 
ested form, at no distant period. He wish- 


ed the House also to bear in mind, that io | 
the country, where several corps were called | 
together from their homes, and from their | 


daily labour, by which mosi of them subsist- 
ed, obliged to give up their usual emoiu- 


ments, and to live at public houses at an un- 


usual expense, it would be impossib'eto find 
men, and uureasonable to expect ‘hem with- 
out allowing them pay. The additional ex- 
pease would not b- more than ten shillings 
aman in the year, perhaps not more than 
five —The general officer of the district ia 
his attendance at the reviews, and the in- 
specting field officer on Sundays could guard 
against any abuses. He considered, that 
with some advantages of this kind the vo- 
junteers would soon be as good a force as 
any we possessed for defence ; that we trust 
to them with security, and spare our regular 
forces for foreign expeditions. The spirit of 
the volunteers was a proof that this reliance 
could be placed on them, and they were ani- 
mated with this spirit, because they felt that 
the contest in which we were eng»ged was 
anavoidable. 

Mr. Hiley Addington was pleased with the 
bill that was proposed, but at the same time 
he concurred in the propriety of what had 
been said by the hon. gent. who had just 
satdown. He was sure that the plan pro- 
posed last night would not do; if it would 
be compulsory, it would excite discontent ; 
aud if it were to be optional, it would be 
Mugatory, as very few would be inclined to 
avail themselves ‘of it. He believed at present 
there were only four or five corps in the 
kingdom that had field officers of sucha 


description. He was sure an adjutant would - 


bea more effective person ; aod it should 
be recollected that five years service in the 
amy was necessary to qualify those adju- 
tants. But whether those adjutants could be 
expected to attend drills 84 days without a 

t allowance? It was impossible for 
tay labourers, of which description of men 

greater number of country corps consist- 
ed; that which he had the honour to com- 
mand consisted of them exclusively, to at- 
tend without pay. He had taken upon him- 
elf the risk of having his corps imperfect 
fom the want of an officer of that descrip- 
fon recommended by the hon. gent. Ser- 
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| jeant-majors, who, he thought with the hon. 
gent. were absolutely necessary, were never 
allowed only to corps 1000 strong. He 
asked whether it was possible for an adja- 
tant, who had only six shillings a day, aod 
no horse allowed him, to attend a number 
of separate parishes, as he was now obliged” 
to do, in the parts of the country which 
were thinly inhabited. The right hon. se- 
cretary, from being long a colonel of militia, 
must know that the description of officers 
recommended by the hon. gent. were aiost 
essential. But 2s the volunteer laws now 
stood, few could avai] themselves of this be- 
nefit. For himself, he knew the want and 
the benefit of them by experience. Others, 
he was sure, were tn the same predicament. 
Mr. Secretary Yorke said, there was this 
general regulation at preseat to render the 
volunteer corps complete and cffective; that 
the corps would be disbanded. andthe com 
pulsory clauses resorted to, if they were not 
filled to the amount required by his Majes- 
ty’s government. This was the standard 
which it was thought fit to adopt at present, 
Several other regulations. may be useful, but 
he thonght better not to press them now. 
He did not think his Majesty's ministers 
would be justitied in enteriog at once into 
the expense which would be required for 
the measure recommended by the hon gent. 
It was the best way to commence with an 
expense as low as possible, which could be 
increased if that was found necessary, 
whereas, if we commenced with a high 
expenditure, which we afterwards found 
we could not reduce, the improvement 
could not be made without the evicence of 
our actual loss. He begged alse to impress 
the point urged by a poble lord (Castlereagh) 
last night, that it would be impossible to 
furnish such a number of officers trom any 
army so much drawn upon already: There 
were 1500 corps, and if an adjutant were to 
be allowed to each at 1001. a year, the ex- 
pence of this alone would be 150,000]. 
Permanent pay should not be given anless 
permanent duty was performed, and in the 
country these things were not always per- 
formed in the strictest manner. He hoped 
every measure would be taken which would 
tend to render the volunteer army effective, 
but he hoped that gent. would not press the 
introduction of any thing into this bill but 
the single principle on which it was founded. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer concurred 
in what had fallen from his hon. fricnd, and’ 
in a great measure with what had fallen from 
the hon. gent. over the way (Mr. Curwen), 
He concurred in the principle of what had 
been proposed Jast night, as far as it was 





consistent with other principles, and parti- 
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cularly that of carrying with us the feelings 
of the volunteer officers, and the volunteer 
corps. The suggestion of the propriety of 
brigading the corps had his concurrence ; 
but he doubted whether the introduction of 
field-officers, whatever advaniage it may 
give in respect of discipline, could be re- 
‘duced to practice. He feared it world hut 
the feelings of the commanders of corps, 
that it would tend to diminish their respecta- 
bility in their own opinion, and to impair 
the respect and influence which, on very 
just grounds, they at present have with their 
corps. He agreed that every facility should 
be given to the introduction of adjutants and 
serjeant majors; at the same time, as the 
whole of this subject required consideration, 
he wished that these points should not be 
pressed now, and that the present bill should 
not be incumbered with any thing extrane- 
ous. Every one concurred in the propriety 
of every thing that could improve the disci- 
pline of the volunteers, without violating 
their feelings.—-—-The question being put, 
leave was given to bring in the bill, which 
was read a first time. On the question for 
the second reading, in auswer to a question 
from Sir W. Milner, who’said that doubts 
existed on this point, the Attorney General 
stated from the acts, that ef last session be- 
ing to be understood with reference to the 
act of the session before, that all corps whose 
services were accepted by his Majesty, were 
entitled to the exemption. —The bill was or- 
dered to be read a second time on Monday. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, December 12. 


{Minutes.]—The Marquis of Stafford 
was sworn, and took his seat, ov his acces- 
sion to that peerage; as was also the Earl of 
Bristol, on a similar occasion.—The Lord 
Chancellor presented a petition from Allen 
M‘Leod, who had been sentenced to be fined 
and imprisoned, stating his inability to pay 
the fine inflicted, and praying that their 
Lordships would be pleased, in considera- 
tion of his long confinement, to grant him 
remission of the fine. The petition was or- 
’ dered to lie on the table.—Lord King mov- 
ed, that the proper officer be desired to lay 
before the House an account of the Bank of 
England Notes in circulation on the 25th of 
each month, from Feb. to Nov last, distin- 
guishing those under £5. Ordered.—Qn his 
Lordship’s motion, a similar order was made 
relative to Notes of the Bank of Ireland.—- 
The Bills on the table were forwarded, in 
their respective stages, 
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[Expirine LAws BILL.J—The Expiry 
Laws Bill was read a second time, and gp 
dered to be committed to-morrow, : 

Lord Suffolk requested the House to take 
notice that certain annuities granted in thy 
time of Queen Anne, for carrying on th 
war, expired in 1804. He wished to knoy 
from a noble Sec. of State (Lord Hawke. 
bury) what was the amount of this sum, 
what was its intended application, and whe 


| ther it was destined to go to the consolidate 


fund? 

Lord Hawkesbury replied, that he wy 
not then prepared to state the amount ng 
the application. But this could, howeye, 
be no obstacle in the way of the bill, as Py. 
liament would still have the power of dispop. 
ing of this money in any nianner that might 
be thought exepedient. 

[CuraTes’s RELIEF BILL.]—On the mo 
tion for the second reading of the Dill fir 
granting a sum of 80001. towards the relief 
of curates, ; 

The Earl of Suffolk observed, that a. 
though he entirely approved of the principle 
of the bill, which he considered as calcula. 
ed to ameliorate the situation of infer 
clergymen, he could not think it went fe 
enough, The sam which it provided tm 
wards their relief was not sufficient. Indeed, 
so very hard was the condition of them, tht 
he had received several letters stating, thit 
the salaries which they enjoyed had notin 
many instances been paid to the full extent 
provided by the legislature. The noble lot 
suggested the propriety, in order to obviate 
these difficulties, that the money should 
paid into the hands of some banker in th 
neighbourhood of the place where the party 
resides.—-The bill was read a second tim 
and committed for to-morrow. 


[IkIsH HABEAS CORPUS AND MARTI&b 
LAW BILL.}— Lord Hawkesbury rose 
move the second reading of the Lrish Habes 
Corpus Suspension Bill.—His lordship be 
gan his speech by stating to the House, that 
though it might not be exactly in order, ht 
should, with the view of fascilitating ay 
discussion which might take place, introdus 
any observations which occurred to himi 
be necessary to justify the motion for the 
second reading of the Irish Martial Law Bil 
which would follow the motion for the # 
cond reading of the bill now before th 
House. He felt himself authorized inpar 
suing this course, more particularly whea be 
considered, that the same arguments whid 
would convince their Jordships of the nec 
sity and expediency of the one bill, wou 
be equally applicable to the re-enactm 
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the other.. The circumstances which ren- 
dered the renewal of both bills necessary 


and expedient were now so similar to those 
ander which they had been renewed at for- 


mer periods, that he did not feel it his duty | 


totrouble their lordships at any great length. 


‘When, however, he rose to propose any | 


measure of such magnitude:as that now be- 
fore the Heuse; when he rose to move for 
the renewal of bills which, to a certain de- 
gree, suspended the ordinary privileges of the 
constitution among a very cousiderable pro- 
portion of the population of he united em- 
pire, he certainly considered it incumbent 
on him to give some explanation of the 
grounds on which he called on their lord- 
ships to vest the ministers of the crown with 
these extraordinary powers. He trusted that 
their lordships had seen nothing in the con- 
duct of his Majesty’s ministers which could 
induce them to believe that they would call 
for such extraordinary powers without the 
sincerest conviction of their imperious ne- 
cessity. He would refer to every measure 
which they had taken, to prove that they 
had in no instance been forward to avail 
dhemselves of opportunities of getting such 
extraordinary powers entrusted into their 
hands, .In every case of the renewal or re- 
enactment of bills which went to invest them 
with, powers which for a time suspended the 
usual privileges of the constitution, they had 
proceeded on the ground of such imperious 
necessity. They had seen, on former occa- 
sions, that such measures had contributed in 
amaterial degree to the salvation of the em- 
pire, and they conceived themselves bound, 
under circumstances nearly similar, to resort 
to measures of similar precaution and similar 
vigour; , As his Majesty's ministers had not 
been. forward to call for powers which they 
were conscious that they exercised under a 
most perilous responsibility, so their use of 
it certainly evinced nothing of a wish to em- 
ploy those powers for any other purpose than 
the preservation of the public tranquillity in 
Ireland, He was happy that he could state, 
without fear of contradiction, that no one 
instance had .occurred in which the powers 
“Branted by these bills had been exerctsed 
with wantonness, indiscretion. or cruelty. 
With respect to the Martial. Law Bill, he 
to state to their lordships, that the pow- 
es which it granted were resorted to only in 
One solitary instance. In every other case 
the ordinary common law. tribunals of the 
country had been resorted\to.. The result 
of this was not unknown to: their lordships, 
and it was not unfair, from this past experi- 
chee, to infer, that thesame individuals who 
had exercised thejx p 
You, LY . 

4 & 
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ration, would not be likely to abuse them in 
future. It was the unfortunate state of lre- 
land which compelled ministers to resort to 
measures, which every friend to the constitu- 
tion would adopt only when he viewed them 
as essential to the preservation of the state 
from the greatest miseries which could afflict 
a kingdom. He referred their lordships to 
the conduct pursued by ministers: on the 
appearance of a most diabolical conspiracy 
in this country. On that occasion, several 
individuals had been convicted, on the clear- 
est evidence, of a most atrocious conspiracy 
to compass the death of the sovereign, and 
had suifered the sentence of the law. What, 
he desired their lordships to recollect, had 
been the conduct of ministers? Satisfied with 
having brought atrocious criminals tocondiga 
punishment, they had resorted to no extra» 
ordinary measures. They had not come to 
parliament and called on them to suspend 
apy of the ordinary privileges of the consti- 
tution; they had appealed only to the com- 
mon law courts of the country, and the 
cause of loyaity had been sigually supported, 
while treason had suffered the punishment 
which it in every case merited. The Ha- 
beas. Corpus Act. continued in full force. 
The idea of introducing martial law was not 
thought of, even for a moment. The rea- 
son of this their lordships must clearly com- 
prehend. It was'the result of a conviction 
on the part.of ministers, that the loyalty of 
the great mass of the population was sound 
to thé core. They found: that a few frantic 
individuals had meditated a most desperate 
attempt on the life of our beloved sovereign ; 
but they knew that the people at large were 
attached to their king, and devoted tothe 
constitution of their country. They punish- 
ed, criminals, but they did not invade the 
privileges or suspend, even for a moment, the 
liberties of a people who had given so many 
instances of their unalterable loyalty. Very 
different, however, their lordships would 
agree with him, was the situation of Ireland, 
He needed not to expatiate on the circum- 
stances of that country in the year 1798. 
At that period their lordships were aware 
that a rebellion, the most extensive, the 
most desperate, and the most malignant 
which it was ever the fate of a-government 
to combat, had broke forth with the greatest 
possible fury. It was not necessary for him 
to recall to the recollection of their lordships, 
that the object of that rebellion was nothing 
short of the dissolution of British connexion, 


“nothing less than the establishment of an 


independent governmegt by means of the as- 

sistance of France. Fortunately, the valour of 

his Majesty’s forces; aided hy the co-ope- 
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ration’ of the loyal part:of the population, 
had sueceeded in putting down this rebel- 
lion, and. :in restoring tranquillity, at least 
tranquillity so far as the-efforts of general 
webellion» were concerned. It: was not, 
however, in the nature of things, that all 
the agitation, animosity, or revenge, which 
the.atrocities of the rebellion had created, 
should at-once subside. It was natural to 
‘expect, though rebellion was put down in 
‘the field, the spirit of its adherents. .was 
not broken. They dared no lenger con- 
tend with the regular forces arrayed in the 
field ;-but they-might be supposed to fol- 
low their former. views in. secret, and, un- 
‘observed, to prepate the means of new 
ansurrections and’'néw crimes. This was 
the conclusion which a general knowledge 
of human nature justified, and, certainly, 
eventshad fully demonstrated its truth. 
From the time of the rebellion in. 1798, 
there had been various evidences of.a spi- 
rit “of; disaffection. Without, however, 


enlarging on these, he should at. present 


content himself with alluding to the tran- 
saction of the 23d of July. With the 
events of that day their lordships were suf- 
ficiently acquainted. ‘The evidence onthe 
trials of the wretched individuals who 
suffered for their guilt. clearly explained 
the object and views of those engaged in 
the conspiracy. . He would not now take 
up the time of their lordships, in; any at- 
tempt to point out the extent or the force 
of this attempt at rebellion. One thing, 
however, was undoubted, and he begged 
leave to call it particularly to the attention 
of their lordships, and that was the cir- 
cumstance of the abortive attempt of the 
23d 0f July, having in-view the same ob- 
ject, directed to thesame end, of destroy- 
ang the connexion betwixt this country and 
Ireland, by the assistance of the foreign 
and common enemy. of :both countries. 
Under these circumstances, he begged leave 
4o appeal to the candour and fair judgment 
of their lordships, whether the. notoriety 
of these events didnot: furnish a fair par- 
jiamentary. ground of necessity for the re- 
newal of the bills... A good deal might be 
urged as to the severity of the measure of 
establishing martiallaw. He would never 
pretend that this was not to be regarded as 
m measure of an extraordinary nature, and 
only ‘to be justified on grounda of an ex- 
traordinary emergency. Their lordships 
would recollect that his Majesty, by the 
exercise of his prerogative, had the power 
of proclaiming martial law, when it ap- 
peared to him to be called for by the cir. 
cumstances under which any part of the 
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ment of a particular injury; ‘procee 





{17 
Tt was not; how, 
ever, unknown, that when martial lawy, 
proclaimed in this way, all the ofdj 
forms ‘of Jaw were, for the time 
suspended. In fact, the common law qq 
in the interval considered to be exting 
When circumstances reqyired such ang, 
ercise of the prerogative, it was obvioy 
that every member of the community gg 
be subjected’ to material INCONVenienee 
The object of the present bills was to ope 
rate as measures of precaution: Thy 
were designed to repress the views of th 
disaffected, without interfering’ with th 
course of civil and criminal proceedingsiy 
the ordinary courts.’ He viewed the Ma 
tial Law Bill not as a measure of sever , 
but of extensive clemency to the toyal par 
of the community of Ireland. In’ th 
course of the rebellion of 1798, the & 
cesses committed on both sides were tle 
subject of much animadversion, There 
bels were accused of giving vent to the 
fury, by acts of barbarous cruelty, 0 
the other hand, many individuals attache 
to the government, and active in theire 
ertions to put down the rebellion, wey 
charged with the commission of many ath 
of savage retaliation. Believing, ash 
firmly did, that there was a great dedd 
exaggeration respecting the condactt 
both parties on the occasion to whichh 
had referred, he could not but allow, ‘th, 
to a certain degree, they were foundeda 
truth. It wasimpossible, in the natured 
things, that excesses could be altogether 
avoided, He was convinced, that the enad 
ment of the Martial Law Bill was the me 
sure which, more than any other, puta 
end to those excesses. It ‘was clearh 
every one who reflected for a momenta 
the subject, that when individuals hadtk 
redress of their own injuries, real or sip 
posed, put into their own hands, the 
were too seldom guided by moderatia 
The more unworthy passions of our nalit 
too frequently gained the ascendency j al 


* 


resentment, not satisfied with Oe 
length of savage and deliberate reveng 
The enactment’ of martial law put ane 
to this system, ‘Government: were @@ 
armed with powers sufficient for the si 
pression of rebellion. The loyal part@ 
the community felt a confidence of rece 
ing adequate protection. Their mdivida 
passions no longer descended lower ti 
the performance of their public duty, # 
those scenes which, at the origin of@ 
insurrection, disgraged and afflicted hums 


‘nity, were no longer repeated,’ This 
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a view of the subject which he considered 
to be of the highest importance, and he 
earnestly intreated their lordships to weigh 
well the inference which it warranted. In 
this. consideration of the question, every 
argument drawn from: the severity of the 
measure was materially diminished in its 
application ; particularly--when it was .re- 
collected that, hitherto, it had never been 
resorted. to, with the exception of one 
case, as he had already occasion to men- 
tion in the beginning of his speech. But, 
perhaps, it might be argued, that the cir- 
cumstance of the powers granted by the 
bill not having been used, was the best 
roof of its not being necessary, He mast 
be permitted to protest against any” such 
inference, which did not at all appear to 
him to be conclusive. It was not by any 
means unfair to conclude, that the very ex~ 
istence of the powers granted by the bill, 
was the reason for their never being ac- 
tually exerted. This was no uncommon 
circumstance in the history of human af- 
fairs. Precaution ‘frequently prevented 
evils of the greatest magnitude. The ap- 
prehension of certain punishment, para- 
lysed the efforts, and blasted the hopes of 
the most desperate offenders. He had, he 
trusted, shewn their lordships, that the mea- 
sures’ which he proposed were not urged 
on light or frivolous grounds, ‘He had be- 
gun by saying, that he at all times should 


feel reluctance in» proposing measures of | 


severity, or measures which, even for the 
shortest time, put any part of his Majesty’s 
subjects out of the enjoyment of the ordi- 
naty privileges of the constitution. The 
principle of our constitution, and the prin- 
ciple of which we were proud, was, that 
the people should enjoy as great a portion 
of practical liberty as they could enjoy, or, 
perhaps, he might add, as great a portion 
of liberty as ever was enjoyed by any civi- 
lized community since the beginning of 
time. It was not to be forgotten, how- 
ever; that while it was the excellence of 
our-constitution td grant to the people the 
greatest portion of practical liberty, it was 
one of its. wisest provisions, that extraor- 
dinary powers should be vested in the ex- 
ecutive government, on the appearance of 
Sircumstances of extraordinary emergency, 
The object of this wise provision was, to 
étable the executive government to take 
9a measures of precaution for the safety 
‘the state when threatened with formi- 

lable dangers, and at the same time, as 
faras possible, suffer the ordinary tribu- 
vof law; ‘to go on with their ordinary 

» Such a power as this, which he 
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had now stated gréw out of the constitution, 
and was essential to its perfect application.’ It 
was an arrangement for affording to the well- 
affected part of the empire, the enjoyment 
of their usual privileges, and, at the same’ 
time, arming goverument with such powers 
as would enable them to put down: rebellion, 
whether openly arrayed im the field, or ‘sc= 
cretly meditating the méans of renewed an- 
surrection.. It. was to the government, a” 
measure of strength; tothe well affected, a 
measure of confidence ‘and protection; ‘to’ 
rebels, a measure of ponishment.and terror, 
In whatever light he regarded it as applica- 
ble to the present situation of Ireland, it 
appeared to him the wisest measure of pre=* 
cautionary power, that, under existing cirs 
cumstances, could be adopted. Nothing» 
but a conviction of its absolute necessity,’ 
could have induced his) Majesty's: ministers: 
to urge its adoption. They had hitherto: 
chewn no disposition to innovate on the pri- 
vileges of the constitution, and, therefore; in’ 
proposing measures at this moment, which 
every friend to the consti(utioa could’ pro- 
pose only from a persuasionof their neces- 
sity, they were entitled to full/credit for the 
sincerity of their motives. The noble lord, 
atter a few more observations to the same ef- 
fect, sat down by moving, first, that the 
bill for the continuance of the Jrish Habeas 
Corpus Suspension Bill be read a second 
time.—The question being put from) the 
chair, 

The Earl of Suffalk rove, to offer a few 
remarks to the House. It was not his ‘in- 


i tentiou to oppose the motion éf the noble 


Secretary of State for the second reading of 
the bi!l more immediately before the House ; 
nor for the second -reading of the Martial 
Law Bill, by which it was to be followed, 
He lamented exceedingly the nevessity: of 
such measures, but, believing them to be 
necessary, he could not, consistently: with 
his duty, object to their adoption. ‘What 
he chiefly rose to advert to at present, was 
the extraordinary deficiency of information 
which their lordships had to complain of 
respecting the present ‘situation of: Ireland. 
For his own part he was quite at a. loss to 
know what was the state of that country, 
from: any thing which had fallen from his 
Majesty’s ministers. This was, however, a 
subject so’ extremely interesting, that he 
could not reconcile it to himself -not ta 
make some attempt to obtain fuller infor- 
mation, The adoption of measures of seve- 
rity proved that there was considerable dis- 
affection, and that the people conceived 
themselves to labour under grievances which 
alienated their affections from the govern- 
*Ccc2 
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ment... When he heard of the exist- 
evce of such grievances, he was naturally 
induced. to inquire from what causes the 
cowplaints of the existence of these griev- 
ances proceeded. He really knew not where 
to apply for an answer to this question. He 
was at a loss to ascertain where he had rea- 
son to expect the solution of his doubts on 
the subject. With this view of the subject, 
he could not but think, that it was the duty 
of Parliament to make it the ground of speci- 
fic inquiry. Till the real situation of Jreland 
was known, it was impossible for the Legis- 
Jature to know what were the measures most 
expedient to be adopted. When the griev- 
ances under which the people laboured were. 
considered and understood, then, and then 
only, could an adequate, extended, and per- 
Moanent remedy be applied When insur- 
rection existed in a country, and when that 
insurrection was suppressed, it then became 
the duty of a wise government to endeavour 
to discover what was the leading cause 
which induced the people to desert their al- 
Jegiance.. Aa inquiry into the state of Ire- 
land was: the indispensable duty of Parlia- 
ment. He had pledged himself already to 
séveral of his friends in private, and he now 
distinctly pledged himself to the public, 
that unless some noble lord of greater ability 
took up the subject, he should certainly feel 
it his duty to bring the subject of the affairs 
of Ireland under the serious consideration of 
the House. He wished to explain to the 
noble Secretary of State opposite (Lord 
Hawkesbury), the views which he enter- 
tained on this subject, and the sentiments 
which he felt respecting the best mode of 
proceeding in the redress of Irish griev- 
ances. He begged leave to remind their 
Jordships of what took place when ghe rebel- 
fion in Ireland, during the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, was suppressed. It was then the 
advice of one of the greatest and wisest 
men that ever existed in any age of the 
world, he meant Lord Bacon, to her Ma- 
jesty’s government, that. they should .ap- 
point a commission to enquire into the ex- 
_ isting grievances of the people, and to con- 
sider of the most effectual means of re- 
dressing. them. This was. sound advice, 
which every wise and humane government 
would be disposed to follow. Force might. 
put down rebellion in the field; but it was 
only the union of lenity and justice which 
could restore the alienated affections of a 
people believing themselves to labour under 
hardships of a most grievous nature. This, 
his lordship said, was the plan which he 
meant to recommend. He wished that a 
limited number of individuals, Members of 
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both Houses of Parliament, unconnepiay grant 
with Ministers, with Opposition, or wih I whet! 
any party whatever, should. be appointed, IM to be 
commissioners to collect full and accurae M% He d 
informafion respecting the real situation of MM of Ire 
Ireland. Uninfluenced by prejudices: of acts « 
any description, it would be their duty gM to sta 
examine things exactly as they were, andoy iM many 
their return to furnish a full and impartial & incor 
report. By the adoption of suck a plang ® this, 

this, the Parliament would have a fair oi his ¢ 
portunity of examining the subject of thf Mart 
affairs of Ireland, not on a_ partial, con. MM snch 
fined, and in some degree unintelligible we 
scale, but on an ample and comprehensite pnd 
view. of the. present circumstances of thal whic 
country.—His lordship having thus explicit & it to: 
put the House in possession of his views, ig ships 
case the subject was not taken up by othe ll hims 
noble Jords, sat down by declaring, tha™ thet 
after the declaration of Ministers, and inf head 
the present absence of information, he cou ® frela 
not, however reluctant he was to measur — and | 
of severity, refuse his assent to the motion sente 
with which the noble Secretary of Statehad conc 
concluded his speech, ~ i tion 

Lord King followed,. and took occasion to that 

animadvert strongly on the situation in which by a 
their lordshiips were called on, to pass bilif® ther 
of the nature which were now under theri™ yeng 
consideration. The fact was, that not asimg® sirou 
gle tittle of. evidence had been produced, to then 
establish either their expediency, or, what his | 
was more important, their necessity, Mf cons 
nisters had called upon their lordships — theit 
pass bills, which they themselves allowed quer 
be of a description only to be resorted to mim of: a 
occasions of an extraordinary nature, with i wou 
out adducing a shadow of evidence, to prow gm conc 
that the situation of Ireland was such a #@ met 

require such proceedings. It was nottokm® ofc 
forgotten, that such a call was not of atti ask, 
vial or unimportant kind. It made an appelg® that 
to their lordships of a description which de] such 
manded. the most serious consideration — now 
When the question was, whether their lok § reco 
ships would pass a bill:which would havetle ther 
effect of literally putting about four million tce 

of subjects’ out, of his Majesty’s peace, hi hot 

begged leave to ask, whether it was either a wer 
decent or parliamentary to call on Parle ™® tore 








ment to consent to a measure of such migyy 
nitude, without some striking proofs of iit 
necessity or its expediency? It had bed 
urged by the noble lord who introducediie 
subject, that the powers vested in the exe 





























tive government by the Martial Law B 
were in no instance abused. His lords 
contended, that this was not at all. ao.arge 
ment which ought to have any considera? 
force. The question was not how the pawl 
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nied by the bill were exercised, but 
whether such powers were necessary and fit 
to be intrusted to any executive government. 
He did not mean to say that the government 
of Ireland at this moment were guilty of any 
acts of cruelty under this bi!l, but he meant 
to state that, independent of acts of cruelty, 
many severities might be experienced, many 
inconveniencies might be felt. When he said 
this, he wished to shew their Jordships how 
his observation was fully justified. The 
Martial Law Bill, in his opinion, contained 
sich provisions as entirely put it out of the 
wer of any part of the inhabitants of Ire- 
bind fairly to represent the grievances under 
which the country laboured. He would put 
it to the candour and liberality of their Jord- 
ships, whether any man would choose to put 
himself in a prominent situation, with all 
the terrors of martial law hanging over his 
head. The most respectable individuals in 
Jreland might be anxious to come forward 
and Jay before the public an impartial repre- 
sentation of the grievances under which they 
conceived a large proportion of the popula- 
tion to labour ; but was it to be supposed 
that they would do so, when they knew that 
by adopting this conduct they would expose 
themse!ves to obloquy, if not to the positive 
vengeance of individuals who would be de- 
sirous to misrepresent their views and expose 
them to the suspicions of government? This 
his lordship thought a matter of most grave 
consideration, and urged on the attention of 
their lordships what would be the conse- 
quence of passing such bills in the absence 
of all evidence of their necessity. What 
would the people of Ireland think of the 
conduct of the United Parliament, if they 
met with nothing on their part but measures 
of coercion? “Would they not be ready to 
ask, and that, too, with every claim of justice, 
that at least some proofs of the necessity of 
such measures should be adduced? Even 
now there were many persons in Ireland not 
feconciled to the Union. It was surely, 
therefore, no. more than what common jus- 
tice demanded, that the Irish people were 
hot now more severely treated than they 
were during the existence of a local legisla- 
& “ore.—His lordship having urged this point 
Pwith considerable force, declared that he 
Could not vote against the motion of the 
noble Secretary of State, limited as was his 
Pesent information respecting the actual 
sithation of Ireland. He could not, how- 
er, sit down without declaring his convic- 
tion of the absolute necessity of a full and 
attial investigation of the state of Ireland, 

© view of its grievances, and a plan of the 
best means of affording them effectual re- 
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dress.—In the course of his speech, the noble 
lord passed some severe strictures on the un- 
satisfactory and contradictory views given of 
the insurrection of the 23d of July. At one 
time it was represented as a miserable con- 
temptible riot. At other times it was de- 
scribed as a widely extended, and formidable 
plan of rebellion, He did not pretend to 
decide which of these representations was 
correct ; but he called the attention of their 
lordships to them, as an additional proof of 
the necessity of inquiry. Hf, on a subject of 
this notorious kind, there was a difference of 
opinion; if even his Majesty’s ministers 
were not agreed on the sabject, he really 
could not figure to himself a more decisive. 
argument, to establish the necessity of a ge- 
neral systematic ‘inquiry into the state of: 
Ireland. 

The Marquis of Sligo rose, he said, merely 
to say a few words in explanation. He sup- 
posed he was one of those alluded to, who 
had given a favourable view of the general 
loyalty of the population of Ireland. He 
had no wish to retract what he had formerly 
asserted on this subject; he only wished, that 
what he had said shoyld be properly under- 
stood. He had asserted, that the temper of: 
the people of Ireland was materially improv- 
ed, and he had seen nothing to induce him 
to alter this opinion. ‘True it was, that on 
the 23d of July, an insurrection had broke - 
out, attended with circumstances of the ut- 
most atrocity. In point of numbers, this 
certainly was a most contemptible and a most 
abortive attempt. He must, however, fully 
accede to the opinion delivered by the noble 
Secretary of State, that the insurrection, con- 
temptible as it was in point of numbers or 
efficiency, was founded on the same prin- 
ciples which the rebels had avowed. These 
principles were, separation from Great-Bri- 
tain, the formation of a separate government, 
and that plan aided and abetted by the power 
of France. He was decidedly favourable to 
the re-enactment of both the bills. He was 
sure that they were essential to the mainte- 
nance of the tranquillity of Ireland, and if 
they were not passed he dreaded the most 
disastrous consequences. ; 

A short pause having ensued, the Lord 
Chancellor was again proceeding to put the 
question from the-woolsack : this called up 

Lord Grenville, who,.in common with the 
other noble lards:who had preceded him, de- 
clared, that he:did*not rise with the view of 
giving his decided opposition to the motion 
of the noble Secretary of State, who had 
begun the discussion. He professed, how- 
ever, that he rose under circumstances of 





peculiar embatrassment, to offer his senti- 
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ments shortly onthe subject. The fact was, 


that at this. moment their lordships were © 


wholly without information on the sabject 
of thestate of Ireland, while his Majesty's 
‘ministers called on them to pass two bills, 
of a nature not Jess extensive than that of a 
power of depriving a large proportion of his 
Majesty’s subjects of the most important pri- 
vileges of the constitution. As the noble 
lord had theught proper to introduce the ar- 
gauments in favour of both bills in the same 
speech, he had no objection to follow the 
same course, though he should have oceasion, 
before he sat down, to shew, that the-argu- 
rents which might establish the necessity of 
the one, would not at all apply in favour of 
the other. With the general principle laid 
down by the noble lord, in support of the 
measure, he most cordially agreed. - His 
opinion on this subject was most decidedly 
recorded by his conduct. He certainly had 
always thought, and should on every occa- 
sion maintain the same opinion, that there 
were times and circumstances, when in con- 
formity to the principles of the constitution 
in its best times, extraordinary powers were 
to be granted to meet extraordinary circum- 
stances of danger. It was, however, always 
to be recollected, that the circumstances 
which established the existence of this dan- 
ger, should be clearly and unequivocally 
established. When this was the case, he 
should never pretend to object to extraordi- 
nary powers. Independent of such infor- 
mation, he did not see how any noble lord 
could in conscience give his support to any 
call on the part of ministers for extraordinary 
powers. At present, he thought that Par- 
jiament was placed in a most awkward pre- 
dicament, He felt for himself personally, 
that he could not offer any decis!ed opinion 
onthe subject of the renewal of the bills. 
it could not be imagined that any noble lord 
should be adverse to any plan or measure, 
for the suppression of rebellion.. On the 
other hand, it was a very serious matter to 
vote for measures of such magnitude as those 
now before the House, independent of all 
evidence of their necessity. At this mo 
ment, the only official: information which 
the House had of the state of Ireland, was 
contained in his Majesty’s speech from the 
throne. He desired their lordships to con- 
sider what»was the effect of the information 
so-communicated.. Why, the fact was, that 
four.months after what the noble Secretary 
of State had been pleased to call the transac- 
tion of the 23d of July, his Majesty's minis- 
ters had advised his Majesty, im his speech 
from the throne, to assure Parliament; that, 
since thattime, there had beem no appearance 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 12.—Jrish Habeas Corpus Bill. 





(7m 


of insurrection, but that, on the con 

Ireland had remained in a state of undis, 
turbed tranquillity.- How far this was » 
accurate view of the state of Ireland, he hy 
not the means of ascertaining. This, hoy. 
ever, he had to observe, that it was the 

official knowledge since the 23d of July, laid 
before Parliament, relative to the. presey 
state of Ireland. It was worthy of obj, 
vation, however, the language used respeq, 
ing this transaction. On the one hand, 
was represented as a most formidable co, 
spiracy ; while, on the other, it was describe) 
as a most contemptible riot. How were the 
lordships to judge, amidst such, contrariey 
of statements? How were they. to judge gf 


. the necessity of measures, the vecessity of 


which could only be judged of by an acgy, 
rate knowledge of the circumstances -q 
which the bills were founded? Their lop} 
ships must see that they were proposed oy 
grounds very different trom any. that hal 
hitherto been broug!t forward. In proofd 
this, he needed only to-refer back to the gir 
cumstances under which they were into 
duced at former periods. At their first in 
troduction into the Parliament of Ireland, 
their lordships were aware that rebellion a 
tually raged in the country; that  armig 
were levied by the insurgents, who disputed 
with the troops of his Majesty the possession 
of the island. After the experience of such 
circumstances, the bills had been repeated) 
renewed by the local legislature of Irelami, 
How did the matter stand at the commence 
ment of the first session of the United Pa 
liament? By the local legis!ature the dum 
tion of the bills was limited to the twenty 
fifth of March. At that time, certan 
circumstances which would be in the reco 
lection of their lordships, but which it ws 
not now necessary for him particularly to& 
plain, prevented the necessity of any inquiy 
being instituted, as to the propriety of renew. 
ing the bills. It. was judged, however, andi 
his opinion very properly, that it wasa0l 
giving too much credit to the local Jegisl 
ture to allow them on their authority tok 
renewed for a short period. The bills wert 
accordingly renewed on the same grounds 
But what was the course which Parliament 
immediately thought it expedient to adopt 
A Secret Committee of both Houses wasap 
pointed, and it was not till the  reportid 
these Committees was produced, that» the 
legislature re-enacted the bills. So far) § 
nerally, he must be allowed to say, thatm® 
evidence of the necessity of either of 

bills was laid before Parliament.—He wis 

to make some observations more. partic! 
larly calculated to. explain his objectionsl® 
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the Martial Law Bill. In the outset of the - 


few observations which he had thrown out 
to their lordships, he had remarked that the 
noble lord who began the discussion, had not 
peen altogether correct in mixing the ques- 
tion of the renewal of both the bills. As to 
the bill for the renewal of the Suspension of 
the Habeas Corpus Act, though he saw no 
evidence of its necessity, still he must be 
permitted to contend that it stood on a foot- 
ing quite different from that of the other 
measure. Their lordships would easily see 
that this assertion could be supported with- 
out much difficulty. In forming a judgment 
of measures of such magnitude, it would not 
be denied, that the character of those by 
whom extraordinary powers were to be ex- 
ercised, was a matter of the highest import- 
ance, With respect to the Habeas Corpus 
Suspension Bill, it would be seen that those 
who were to exercise the powers which it 
vested, were persons of the highest rank in 
the state. Every step they took was a step 
open to future’censure. Every measure they 
adopted was liable to the severest responsi- 
bility. Very different, however, was the 
fituation of those who were to exercise the 
powers vested in the government by the 
Martial Law Bill. Their lordships needed 
only to look at the bill to be convinced, that 
many of those who were to carry its provi- 
sions into effect, if unfortunately it should be 
necessary to reduce them to practice, were 
individuals in whom tio responsibility of the 
fatdte to which he had referred could at- 
tach. They might decide from want of ade- 
quate knowledge. They might labour un- 
der the influence of prejudice. They might 
insome cases be led away by local prepos- 
sessions, or decide under the pressure of tem- 
porary passions. He was sure that their 
lotdships would agree with him in thinking, 
that when such inconveniencies might be 
experienced, the powers of the nature which 
the bill granted ought not to be lightly con- 
ferred. But, further; he requested of their 
lordships to reflect, that even allowing that 
widence had been given of the necessity of 
the Habeas Corpus Suspension Bill, the other 
measures couid only be defended by argu- 
Ments of a nature totally different. He beg- 
gt Ieave shortly to explain the views on 
which alone he had supported, or ever could 
, 4 bill for depriving any part of his 

ow subjects of the ordinary privileges of 
‘the ‘constitution. When martial law was 
fitst introduced in Jreland, a rebellion of a 
Most formidable nature raged with the ut- 
host’ violence. That rebellion, by the va- 
lout Of the king’s troops, and the spirit and 
tal of the loyal inhabitants, was suppress- 
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ed. . As was to be expected, however, 
much rancour and much malignity continu- 
ed to agitate those, whose open attempts at re- 
beHion had been defeated. When they found 
that ti zy could not attack the king’s troops, 
or the loyal part of the community in arms, 
it was necessary for them to change their 
mode of attack. A system of murder and 
intimidation was accordingly introduced, 
and a regular conspiracy was formed to 
interrupt the ordinary forms and proceed- 
ings of the courts of common law. Magi- 
strates were prevented from performing 
the duties of their office at the peril of 
their lives. Judges were prevented from 
presiding at trials at the peril of their lives. 
Jurors were deterred from giving verdicts 
on the clearest evidence at the, peril of 
their lives. Witnesses at the same hazard 
were deterred from giving their evidence. 
In a word, the proceedings of the civil 
and criminal courts of the country were 
totally suspended. A system of intimida- 
tion had, for-the time, annihilated every form 
of law, and every privilege attached ‘to 
fair and equitable justice. What was to 
be done under such circumstances? Some 
strong measure must have been immediately 
adopted, or the country must have been 
left a prey to all these horrors, ‘The mea- 
sure of martial law was adopted, and the 
effect which it produced on the restoration 
of tranquillity was immediate. Govern- 
ment vested with extraordinary powers, 
was enabled to arrest the progress of these 
atrocious conspirators, Rebels seeing the 
prospect of martial law before them, ceased 
to have any object in obstructiug the pro- 
ceedings of the ordinary tribunals. Things 
reverted to their former order, and the 
establishment of martial law, so far from 
suspending, was, in fact, the means ot 
restoring the operation of the common law 
courts. It was from a contemplation of 
these circumstances, and a knowledge of 
these effects, that he had, on former occa- 
sions supported the establishment of martial 
law in Ireland. Though he would not go 
quite so faras to assert, that *these-were 
the only grounds on which he could feel 
himself authorised in voting for a bill which 
went the length of establishing martial law 
in -any part of the empire, yet he would 
assert unequivocally, that they were by far 
the strongest grounds which could induce 
him to sanction such a strong measuré. 
Having laid down this, general principle, 
he begged leave to put itcandidly to their 
lordships, whether any such evidence had 
now been adduced to justify the measure? 
Had the noble lord ar all insinuated that any 
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system of intimidation at present prevailed 
in Ireland ?. Were. magistrates impeded 
in the exercise of their functions? Were 
judges unable to perform their dxties 
without turbulence and anarchy? Could 
jurors not give verdicts according to the 
dictates of their conscience? Could wit- 
nesses not deliver their evidence without 
the dread of fatal consequences? He was 
confident that the noble lord would not 
make any one of these assertions. He 
appeared, on.the contrary, to glory in the 
idea that the utmost tranquillity prevailed ; 
that, the proceedings of the civil and cri- 
minal courts experienced no interruption ; 


‘that criminals were tried without molesta- | 


tion, and that they suffered the sentence of 
the law without any violation of the public 
tranquillity. He professed himse!f astonish- 
ed, after such admissions on the part of his 
‘Majesty’s ministers, to hear them gravely 
asserting thenecessity of establishing martial 
law in Ireland. He would concede to the 
noble lord, or aay other of his Majesty’s 
ministers, that in case of actual rebellion 
the proceedings of the civil and criminal 
courts must necessarily be suspended. 
Common law was in thatinterval annihi- 
Jated. It was, during the continuance of 
such a calamity, virtually extinct. Inter 
arma leges silent was equally the institution 
of society and the dictate of reason and 
nature. He was far from wishing to dis- 
pute so obvious a position. But he must 
object to the introduction of any system to 
reconcile the existence of martial law and 
common law at the same period. If the 
courts of common law could go on with 
their functions, martial law was unneces- 
sary and dangerous.’ On the other hand, 
if martial law were really necessary, the 
common Jaw, however much the event 
must be lamented, must for a period lose 
its application and efficiency. On these 
principles he must, in an abstract view of 
the subject, disapprove of the re-enact- 
ment of the martial law bill. At the same 
time he had to lament what he observed at 
the outset of his speech, that he was so 
situated that he could not give a degded 
negative to either of the bills. He did not 
see fufficient grounds to induce him to think 
that they were necessary ; but, as his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers had declared them to be 
necessary, he could not at such a moment 
as this oppose their future progress. He 
had thought it his duty shortly to deliver 
his sentiments, and he trusted he had said 
nothing which was inconsistent with his 


duty as an honest and independent member - 


of Parliament. 
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Lord Limerick made a short but gps 
reply. He had himself but a very shorty 
ago left Ireland. He had made it his, 
siness to examine carefully into the pygy 
situation of that country, and he now, 
to state to their lordships what qas ; 
result of thatexamination, What hey, 
about to state was grounded on no logge, 
idle rumours, but was the result of os: 
tive knowledge and of honest feels 
Standing, then, in his place as a repres 
tative of the peerage of Ireland, he tooky 
himself decidedly to assert, and he» 
confident that heshould not be contradic 
that the re-enactment of both the billsap 
before their lordships was essentially y 
cessary to the continuance of tranquilliy 
in that part of the united empire, i 
could, with equal safety, make the san 
declaration in behalf of all the loyal pat 
of the community in that country. 
to a man, expected that. the bills wo 
be renewed. They would consider » 































government which would hot propose thal th; 
renewal as indifferent to their best inten TI 
and would curse the hour in which a ulti ¢ 
legislature was formed, which would a t0¢ 
pass for their protection the measureswhiiim fy, 
had been found so beneficial under alocdim he 
legislature. The noble lord took oc say 
to allude to what has been said about ty loy 
atrocity of the 23d of July, an atrocity, ti Jor 
infamy of which he was afiaid woulda gh 
be easily effaced from the character of iE do 
unfortunate country. With those whodll (o 





scribed the insurrection of that day asa 
temptible riot, he could not possibly age 
Contemptible with regard to number i 
certaimly was; but when its objects 

ends were considered, it ‘was of a 9 
different description. He would assert, with 
out fear of contradiction, that it bore distin 
ly all the features of the rebellion of 179; 
that it looked to the same object of 
separation from this country, that it wi 
fomented before the breaking out of & 
war by French influence, and that latter 
was encouraged by the hope of French asiit 
ance. Such were his ideas of the insurreci 
of the 23d of July, and such he was mi 
were the views entertained of it by alli 
best affected, and most intelligent pen 

in Ireland.As to the want of informali 
adverted to by noble lords, he protested! 
he was altogether astonished at such mt 
guage. The insurrection of the 23d of Ja 
aud the events which distinguished it, ma 
matters of universal notoriety, and it 7 
absurd to say that they did not Sum 
grounds to shew the necessity of the 
sure. It had been contended against # 

























wi} 
necessity of renewing martial law, that the 
pusiness of the ordinary courts of law was 
not suspended, that criminals were con- 

d and executed without molestation. 
This he did not wish by any means to 
deny; but he could account for it in a most 
‘gatisfactory manner. It would be recol- 
lected,’ that the greater part of the late state 
trials had taken place in Dublin. Now, 
what he desired their lordships to know 
was, the state of that metropolis while these 
trials were going forward. At that time 
there was a force of armed men of not 
jess than twelve thousand. Not a motion 
of insurrection could go forward. Not a 
step could be taken by the insurgents with- 
out an almost certain detection ; under these 
circumstances it was not to be wondered 
at that tranquillity prevailed. It was un- 
fair, however, to suppose that, if trials had 
taken place in remote districts, the same 

order and peaceable conduct would 
24 been observed. He was persuaded 
that the contrary would have been the case. 
There were, it is true, commissions in the 
¢ounties of Antrim and Down, and there 
too no riot or disturbance was experienced. 
He was proud also to admit this, but at 
the same time, he thought it necessary to 
say, that in these counties the spirit of 
loyalty was decidedly prevalent. The noble 
lord considered, nevertheless, that nothing 
short of martial Jaw could effectually keep 
down a spirit of insurrection, always ready 
to.avail itself of favourable opportunities. A 
noble Jord (Earl Suffolk,) had said a good 
deal of the grievances of Ireland, and had 
intimated his intention to move for a com- 
mission, composed of individuals connected 
with no party. He could not help consider- 
ing this as a most extraordinary sort of pro- 
position. Irish grievances formed now a 
very hacknied topic ; but, even at present, 
hedeclared himself somewhat at a loss to 
understand the exact import of the term. 
He believed that those who dilated so much 
on this subject would collect much useful in- 
fotmation from the testimony of Doctor Mac- 
neven, Doctor Arthur O‘Connor, and Dector 
Emmett, the brother of the young man who 
had lately forfeited his life to the violated 
laws of his country. What were, he de- 
sired their lordships to reflect, the sentiments 
of these most reverend doctors on: the sub- 
ject of Trish grievances ? Was it catholic 
emancipation they sought for? No! this 
_Was beneath their notice. Was it equal re- 


Wie Presentation? the thing was _ ridiculous. 


(Was, it the abolition of tythes? this was 
y.contemptible. In a word, it was 


ba ia of Irish independence, and 
¢ OL. : 
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the abolition of kingly government. These 
were the grievances of Ire!and, about which, 
some noble lords appeated so concerned. 
The noble lord, after dwelling a little longer 
on this topic, sat down by giving his decided 
vote in favour of both bills. 

The Lord Chancellcr said, that he would 
not have thought it necessary to trouble their 
lordships on the present occasion, had be 
not deemed it a duty which he owed, both 
to himself and to the House, in a question 
of a constitutional nature, to express openly 
and broadly the ground on which he sup- 
ported the measure. He, along with the 
noble lord who spoke last, had, on a former 
occasion, given his most decided approba~ 
tion of the adoption of a similar measure in 
this country at a period when the exigen 
of the case seemed to demand it. He felt 
gratitied at the recollection of that circum. 
stance, and he entertained, and, to thé last 
moment of his existence, should entertain, 
the deepest sense of gratitude to the noble 
lord, and to his colleagues in office, for the 
adoption of that measure. To it, he was 
morally convinced, their lordships were in- 
debted for their present tranquillity and 
comfort, and for the privilege which they 
now enjoyed, of deliberating how far they 
should submit toa temporary relinquishment 
of part of their rights, for the permanent 
preservation of the whole. That the mea- 
sures now proposed were necessary he was 
conscious in his own mind. The whole 
circumstances, which had occurred, had con- 


| vinced him of that necessity. He agreed 
' with the noble lord, that it was not’on the 


word of ministers that such necessity was to 
be taken for granted. Noble lords miist be 


, convinced that it actually existed, before they 


could agree to any measure which had for 
its object to encroach on the constitutional 
liberties of any part of the community. In 
considering this point, he could not throw 
ont of his recollection that a measure, simi- 
lar to the present, had been adopted with 
regard to Ireland, on the representation of 
séveral of the members for that country, 
after it had been previously’ gone into by 
their own legislature. Whether properly 
or not, he should not pretend to say, the 
measure had been allowed to drop; arid 
another application for its renewal became 
necessary in consequence of the proceedings 
of the 23d July. It had been said this was 
a contemptible riot, and no insurrection ; 
and that, therefore, we were not called’6n 
to continue the harsh enactments now pro- 
posed. His lordship said, that it was diffi- 
cult in such a Case, to say what was con- 
temptible, and dangerous to gport- with a 
-*Ddd ’ 
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danger, because it was apparently trifling. 
What in one hour appeared an inconsider- 
abe, or contemptible riot, might in a week 
be a formidable insurrection. What to day 
‘was an insurrection, might be in a condition 
to-morrow to brand with a similar epithet, 
the regular government which it had origi- 
nally opposed. It was imprudent; it was 
Worse—it was a desertion of our duty to 
tamper with popular feelings, or popular 
prepossessions, to disaffection. But, it was 
said, his Majesty's speech declared that every 
_thing was quiet-in Ireland, and held out a 
hope that the deluded people of that coun- 
try had come toa sense of their folly. ‘This, 
he maintained, was not a fair inference to 
be drawn from his Majesty's speech. By 
the vigilance of government, and by the 
effect of the Jate trials, any open appear- 
ance of disaffection had been stopped ; and 
the speech, too, held out a hope that bis 
Majesty's deluded subjects in that country 
were now réstored to their senses. Might 
it not, however, be fairly inferred that one 


of the grounds of that hope was the. 


existence of the very measures now under 
consideration, and the consciousness that 
such measures were calculated to aid the 
loyal subjects of that country in maintaiu- 
ing good order and tranquillity. He could 
not refrain from paying, not a compliment, 
but.a merited tribute to the criminal juris- 
prudence of that country, for the temperate, 
yet firm and vigorous justice, which on the 
late trials it had administered. While its 
temperance and moderation must have con- 
Ciliated the minds of those not lost to every 
sense of justice and reason, and have taught 
them to prize that law which, as British 
subjects, they enjoyed, its vigour must have 
greatly tended to keepin awe the licentious 
and unruly, and to convince them that its 
firmness was equal to its moderation and 
justice. The circumstance, that it was only 
found necessary on one occasion to rescrt to 
the extraordinary. means now proposed, so 


far from evincing that such measures were 


not necessary, only shewed the delicacy 
which government observed in the use of 
them, and thatsuch powers were properly en- 
- trusted to the Irish government. The know- 
Jedge that such powers might, when neces- 
sary, be employed, might have been the very 
cause which rendered. the adoption less fre- 
quent... The notoriety of the recent outrages 
in Ireland; the uncertainty whether they 
were. completely crushed, and the spirit of 
insurrection totally. extinguished, were, his 
lordship conceived, sufficient grounds of the 
measure. Other grounds might exist, . but 
it was ulinecessary to press them forward, 
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when circumstances to justify the measny 
were notorious to all. His lordship cop. 
cluded by giving his hearty assent to th 
bills; an assent which, in similar circum. 
stances, he should deem himself deficient jy 
his duty were he to with ho'd from simi 
applications, as to this country. 

Farl Darnley insisted that no parliamep. 
tary ground was laid for the present measure, 
He did not, however, presume to say the 
they were not necessary. ‘The House, hoy. 
ever, ought to be fully convinced of thei 
necessity, and that upon parliamentay 
grounds, before they passedthem. Head. 
verted to the conduct of the governmentof 
Ireland, which he was clearly of opinion, 
was surprised on the 23d of July. Blame, 
on this account, must attach to ministers, and 
the recal of the commander in chief seemed 
to fix it upon him. A noble lord (Limerick) 
had quoted the opinions of certain stale 
doctors, viz. M:'Neven, Emmet, and O’Con 
nor.—‘ For my part,” said Lord Darnley, 
** experience has taught me to expect m 
** good in politics from a doctor !” 

Lord Hobart said, that he would not have 
troubled the House on the present occasion, 
had it not been for the concluding observ. 
tions of the noble lord who spoke last. He 
knew that no blame did attach to govem- 
ment on that day. They were aware of 
the attack, and had given intimation tothe 
commander of the forces and to the Super. 
intendant of the Police. Government couli 
not divine in what street the insurrection 
might break out; but had the rebels pr 
ceeded to the Castle, to the Bank, or to th 
depot of arms, they would have found every 


' thing in yeadiness for their reception. He 


thought it proper to state, that no blame 
was imputable to the commander of the 
forces. His dismissal from that situation 
was at his own request, and his immediate 
employment afterwards was not meant a4 
recompence for that situation, but because 
governfent would have deemed themselves 
culpable, had they allowed the military 
lents of an officer of such known abilities 
to remain unemployed at the present pe 
riod.—The two bills were then read as 
cond time, and ordered to be committed t 
morrow. , 








HOUSE-OF COMMONS. 
Monday, December 12. 


{Minutes.J—Mr. Baldwin presented’ 
petition from the prisoners confined for dé 
in the county gaol of Cardigan. ‘Ordertl 
to lie upon the table. —Mr. Corry brougi 
bp ‘an estimate of the expenses dttendil 
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the Linen Board in Jreland for one yeai, 
from Jan. 5, 1804, toJan. 5, 1805.—Leave 
was given tobring in a. bill to enable his 
Majesty to grant certain lands in Chertsey, 
gc. to H R.H. the Duke of York. ~Mr. 
W. Dundas gave notice, that he should not 
Aring forward, till after the recess, the mo- 
tion which it was his inteution to make re- 
specting the militia‘of Scotland.—Leave was 
given to bring in a bill for punishing mu- 
tiny and desertion, and for. the better pay- 
ment of their quarters.— Leave was given 
“to bring ina bill for the regulation of his 
Majesty's royal marine forces while on shore. 
—Mr. Secretary Yorke moved the second 
reading of the bill for explaining two acts, 
passed in the 42d and 43d of his present 
Majesty, relating to volunteers and yeomanry 
corps. It was accordingly read a second 
time, and ordered to be committed to-mor- 
row. — The House resolved itself into a 
Committee of Supply, in which a variety 
of small sums were voted for the mainte- 
nance of convicts athome and abroad, and 
other miscellaneous services voted annually.— 
Mr. Corry also moved the miscellaneous ser- 
vices for Ireland, which were agreed to ; and 
the report ordered to be received to-morrow. 
[ReporT ON THE ARMY ESTIMATES.] On 
the motion for bringing up the report on 
the army estimates, 
_ Colonel Craufurd rose and spoke as fol- 
lows: — Sir; in the debate which took 
place on Friday last, the Committee was 
so lorg occupied in attending to the 
speeches of gentlemen either the most dis- 
tinguished for their talents or of the great- 
est weight from their official situations, that 
I thought it better to defer offering my opi- 
nions on the subject until the report should 
be brought up.—Amongst the various topics 
which have been, or naturally may be intro- 
duced into this discussion, there is no one 
which more prominently presents itself to 
my mind, than that whichin the last session 
formed the ground of a specifick motion in 
this House. I mean, the establishment of 
amilitary council.—At a time when (in ad- 
dition to the immense sums that the public 
is called upon in other ways to contribu'e 
for military purposes) Parliament deems it 
necessary to vote establishments so large and 
expensive as those contained in the estimates 
Now before us; at atime, Sir, when we 
aeengaged in a war the most arduous snd 
fritical in which this country wasever involv- 
ed, it undoubtedly is the first duty of every 
Membet of this House, to suggest all those 
means which in his judgment would conduce 
fothe bringing our military system to the 


highest pitch of perfection, and to the placing , 


fhe naticnal defence and security upon agreat, 
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solid, and permanent basis ; and the accom- 
plishment of these most important objects 
would, in my opinion, be greatly promoted by 
the establishment of a military council, pro 
perly composed. — When this subject was 
mentioned on Friday, last by an hon. gent. 
not now present (Mr. Fox), the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer told us, that he bad reason 
to believe that many of those who formerly 
had wished for sucha council, were now, 
upon further consideration of it, convinced 
that it would be productive of no advantage, 
and of many inconveniencies to the public 
service. —I cannot pretend to say what change 
may have taken place in the opinions of. 
others, but I think it right to declare, that 
mine remains unaltered, that the vote which 
I formerly gave, when the question was _agi- 
tated in this House, was not lightly given, 
and that having tully considered the sub- 
ject since, I am confirmed in my conviction 
of the propriety of that vote.—But, before I 
proceed to state my reasons for adhering to 
this opinion, I cannothelp expressing my.sure 
prize, that whenever the measure has been re 
commended _ on the one side, and resisted by 
hisMajesty’s ministers on the other, it has been 
resisted chiefly on the ground that it would 
imply a want of confidence in the abilities 
of the commander in chief.—For my owa 
part, Sir, [am very sure that I never made 
any preposal, never stated any opinion or 
uttered a single expression in this House, 
which, if liberally or fairly construed, could 
possibly be considered as conveying. any 
thing disrespectful or disparaging of that il- 
lustrious personage ; alihough I well recol- 
lect that such insinuations were thrown out 
against me both in and out of this House, 
—lam, however, totally regardless of what 
may be the effect of these or similar misre- 
presentations; they shall never deter me 
trom freely and openly delivering my opi- 
nions ; and, therefore, I bave no hesitation in 
declaring that, in the. present. situation of 
affairs, i de not believe bis Royal Highness 
to be capable, without further assistance, of 
doing ample justice to the country in the 
administration of the various branches of the 
military department of the public service. 
When I say this, it is not that I do not 
think as highly as any, man of his Royak 
highness’s abilities and exertion ; but I do 
not hold dim to be equal ta such a task,. ber 
cause I believe that ne ove man can perform 
it.—I am fully sensibl, Sir, of the great 
advantages which the cotMtry has eves 
from his being placed at the head of the are 
my ; and I know that be devotes himself to 
the discharge of his public duties with adee - 
gree of laborious assiduity, rarely to be met 
with ia any mag, and still more varely, pet 
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Kaps, in a man of his high birth. But, com- 
pletely occupied as he is, in dispatching the 
urgent and pressing business that daily oc- 
curs in the command of such a force as we 
riow have.on foot, itis not possible that he 
stould have sufficient time and leisure left 
for reflecting, as deeply and maturely as the 
subject requires, on all the possible means of 
improving the natjonal defence, and esta- 
blishing it upon one great combined and 
permanent sys:em.---But, it has been said, 
has he not already a council of able officers 
to assist him? Are not the staff this coun- 
cil ?—Undoubtedly, Sir, his Royal High- 
ness’s staff is composed of very able and re- 
spectable officers ; but they, too, are fully 
engaged with the details of their respective 
departments.—It has also been urged, that 
all the general: officers who are employed, 
dre, in Bact, his council, as he has constant 
opportunities of having recourse to their 
advice; but here, again, I must object, not 
only that these general officers are greatly 
6ccupied with the particular business of their 
respective’ commands, but also that their 
being necessarily dispersed, at a great dis- 
tance from the commander in chief, and 


from each other, is an obstacle to their ren- | 


dering that service, which might be expected 
from such a council as I have in view.—But 


Jet it not be supposed that 1 am proposing | 
a council, for the purpose of controlling the | 


commander in chief, in the direction of the 
active operations of the army in the field. 
What I mean to recommend is a council, 
comprising within it some officers of great 


mature investigation of every means, that 
might be proposed by others, or should oc- 
cur to themseives. for increasing our military 
strength, digesting and combining the whole 
into one great and comprehensive system.— 
The establishment of such a council, of 
which the commander in chief would be 
president, and the master and lieutenant ge- 
neral of the ordnance (amongst others) would 
be members, would have the advantage of 
uniting and bringing, under one view, those 
different branches of the military service 
which are now independent of each other ; 
as every thing relating to the military branch 
of ‘the ordnance-department would come 
under its cogrizance,—I say the mi/itary, as 
contradistingnished from the zaval branch. 
-l also think, tat, without being accused 
of speaking slightingly either of his Royal 
Highness the commander in chief, or of the 
noble lord at the head of the ordnance, I 
may be allowed to say, that any proposal for 
the defence of the country, coming from such 
2 council, would carry with it greater weight 
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than if proceeding either from the comman. 
der in chief or trom the master general; 
and that ministers would feel, that in neg. 
lecting to attend to such a recommendation, 
they would take upon themselves a seriou 
responsibility. —Ministers, indeed, and those 
who approve of their conduct, contend, tha 
nothing necessary for the defence of the em. 
pire has been neglected; from whence they 
infer, that we have not felt the want of suck 
acouncil; but, as I deny the premises, [ 
cannot grant the conclusion. I contend, 
that there has been much neglect and mis. 
mariagement; and, to prove this assertion, ] 
must shortly revert to a period which wa 
referred to in the former debate, I mean that 
immediately subsequent to the treaty of 
Amiens.—Without at all entering into th 
merits of that tréaty, I shall merely say, that, 
even if after the conclusion of it, the con. 
duct of the French government had been ap. 
parently pacific ; yet, when we consider that 
by that treaty we recognized them as legi- 
timate sovereigns of the Netherlands, and 
that the possession of that country, which at 
any time would have given France a pred 
minant influence in Holland, does in the 
present state of Europe give them the abso. 
lute command of it; it undoubtedly behovel 
us to adopt a new and more enlarged mili- 
tary system than had ever before been deem. 
ed necessary, and to employ ourselves during 
the peace in strengthening our means of 
defence in proportion to the increased mean 
of offence which France would possess in 


_ case of a renewal of war.—This, I say, wa 
éxperience and acknowledged abilities, who | obviously necessary, even supposing the com 


would devote the whole of their time to the | 


duct of the French government had been ap. 
But, what was their con 
duct? What it really was, Sir, it is unnece 
sary for me to examine; it is sufficient for 
my argument to consider in what light his 
Majesty's ministers themselves viewed it 
which they have fully explained to us in 
their declaration on the renewal of hostili: 
ties.—They there tell us, that.‘ It may with 
truth be asserted, that the period which ha 
elapsed since the conclusion of the defiti- 
tive treaty, has been marked with one cot 
tinued series of aggression, violence, ani 
insult on the part of the French government.” 
That ‘ it is impossible to reflect on the dif 
ferent proceedings, and the course which 
the French government have thought proptt 
to adopt respecting them, without the tho 
rough conviction that they are not the effed 
of accident, but that they form a part of’ 
system which has been adopted, for the put 
pose of degrading, vilifying, and insulting his 
Majesty and his government.” Now, Sif 
I ask, is it possible that his Majesty's m 
nisters, viewing the conduct of France# 
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this fight, should really have thought that the 

ace would be of long duration? Is it pos- 
sible'that any set of men, composing the go- 
yernment of this brave and powerfal’ nation, 
of a people jealous of their honour, and at all 
times ready to resent an insult offered to 
themselves or their Sovereign? Is it, I say, 
ossible, that the ministers of such a country 
should have been capable of believing, that 
we could Jong remain at peace with a go- 
yernment which, as they themselves tell us, 
had, since the conclusion of the definitive 
treaty, acted upon a system of degrading, 
vilifying, and insulting his Majesty and his 
government ? Under such circumstances, I 


canvot help supposing that they must at least | 


have considered the duration of the peace to 
be very precarious: and if it was easy for 
them to foresee the probability of war, it was 
no less easy to foresee what would be the za- 
jure of it. Has a single circumstance ocourred 
which was not expected? Did they reckon 
bpon the co-operation of allies, who bave 
fince deserted them? No; they could have 
ho such expectation. Is Buonaparté’s pro- 
ject of invading this country any thing new 
and unexpected? Certainly not. When they 
made the peace of Amiens, they knew he 
had it in contemplation, if the war had con- 
tinued ; and, therefore, might be sure that 
ifit should be renewed under such circum- 
stances, he would again prepare to invade 
us? Since then, they must have foreseen 
both the probability of a rupture, and the 
precise nature of the war that would ensue. 
Did it not once occur to them to consider 
a little what measures were or might even- 
tually become necessary to mvet such an at- 
tack? Did they not consider that a rapid 
increase of the army would become neces- 
sary, and that, therefore, it was their duty to 
prepare beforehand the means of effecting 
it? Could they not foresee, that in a war of 
such a nature, they would be obliged to call 
upon a great part of the population of the 
Country to assist the army in its defence? 
And did it never occur to them, that, in order 
toenable the people to fight, it would be 
Necessary to give them arms? I am per- 
fectly ready to admit, that the statement 
made by a noble lord (Castlereagh) on Fri- 
day last, respecting the number of arnis that 
have been issued, is more satisfactory than 
Circumstances had led me to expect; 
and I have no hesitation in declaring, that, 
in my mind, it fully acquits the board of 
ordnance of any imputation of neglect or 
Want of exertion since the breaking out of 
the war. But, I am not the less of opinion, 
that the ministers were, in the highest degree 
culpable, for not having long ago enabled 


\ 
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that department to fill the arsenals; dnd? ‘it 
is a notorious fact, that mich: less’ than two 
months ago,’ nay, ‘at thé ‘Very petiod® 

mean Michaélmas) when, by’ the generat 
Training Bill, as first’broughr into the Hots: 
by lis Majesty's ministers, all exercising and 
drilling was to have been suspended till Lady 
Day next, not one half-of the volunteers 
were armed, Another precaution, which 
the situation of this country, after the peace 
of Amietns, naturally suggested the propriety 
of adopting, but which appears, during that 
period, to have been wholly overlooked, is 
that of defensive works: and no man, I 
think, will deny, that if these had been com- 
menced, as they ought to have been, during 
the peace, our coasts would now have been 
in a state of much greater security, than any 
which they can derive from such imperfect 
works as have since been hastily thrown up.. 
No man, for instance, can doubt that the 
towers mentioned on Friday by my right 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham) or other works 
possessing the properties of these towers, I 
mean sécurity against assault, would afford 
much more effectual opposition to disem- 
barkation, than can be expected from low 
and weak batteries, which may be easily 
taken possession of by the enemy’s infantry, 
These, Sir, and other such measures of de- 
fence and precaution, would probably not 
have been neglected by his Majesty's minis- 
ters, if they had been recommended, as no 
doubt they would have been, by such a 
council as I have proposed; because, as I 
have before observed, the neglecting to ai- 
tend to the advice of such a council (record- 
ed as it would be on their minutes) would 
have thrown opon ministers a greater degree 
of responsibility than attaches to the not 
adopting the advice of any one man, how- 
ever elevated his rank.—It will be said, I 
suppose, that all these measures would have 
been expensive, and that it was, therefore, 
advisable {fo practise economy, to keep up 
the funds, &c. ; a mode of reasoning which 
does not deserve an answer. But, what will 
be the excuse for having neglected those 
precautions which were not attended with 
any expense? If it was foreseen, as it cer= 
tainly must haye been, that a rapid increas 

of the regular forces, and a great armament 
of the people would be necessary, why, at 
least, were not those laws prepared at lei- 
sure, Which, when.a rupture took place, it 
would become the duty of government to. 
propose to Parliament for the carrying these 
measures into effect? As an excuse for the 
imperfect state in which the different bills 
were ‘brought forward, it is'said, that they 
were framed under the pressure of critical 
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circumstances, and that such a system could 
pot be expected;to be, made pertect dt, once. 
Now. this, which they allege as an excuse, 
#s,..ip fact, the. very ground of my charge 
ainst them . Theirdefence, in this case, 
hike their. justification. of the Irish govern- 
ment, only makes the matter worse; for, I 
ask, why were these measures hastily framed 
wnder the pressure of critical ciscumstances ? 
“Why were they not maturely considered and 
digested before the renewal of a war which 
must have been forexeen?—A most serious 
evil tesulting entirely from the mistakes com- 
mitted in drawing up. these bills is, that we 
now have nearly 400,000 men exempted 
from the army of reserve and militia ballot. 
¥ have, indeed, heard the right hon. Sec., of 
State maintain, that the granting these ex- 
emptions was not, as I contend, the effect of 
a mistake; but that it was in the contem- 
plation of P :rliament, at the. time, to give to 
the act, under which the volunteers claim 
the exemption, the full effect, which it has 
since bsen discovered to have produced, 
Now, I am perfectly convinced, that the great 
‘majori y at least of this House had no such 
intention; and I have good reason to sup- 
pose, that his Majesty’s ministers themselves 
had it not; for it appears, that sometime 
nfter the close of the session, the Sec. of 
State wrote a letter to the Attorney and So 
licitor General, desiring. to know, whether, 
in their opinion, the volunteers were really 
entitled to these exemptions? Itis, indeed, 
curious to observe, how this clause, granting 
exemptions, got into the system.—In passing 
the act for raising the army of reseiye, the 
greatest anxiety was shewn by the Com. 
mittee, to confine the exemptions. within as 
narrow limits as possible ; and the act pro- 
vides, that only such volunteers should be 
exempted as had been accepted before the 
22d day of June, 1803.—In the general 
Training Bill, which followed the above, it is 
expressly enacted, that this act is not to ex- 
empt persons from being balloted for the 
militia or army of reserve.—In the 120th ch. 
Geo. III. being an act for amending the last 
mentioned, no notice is taken of exemption 
from ballot. But there comes a Bill, of 
which, from its title, it was inypossible for 
gny member to suppose, that any thing con- 
tained in it would repeal one of the most 
important provisions of the preceding acts, 
but which has since been discovered to have 
produced this effect.—It is the 121st chap. 
Geo. III. and is entitled, ‘“‘An Act for bjl- 
Jetting Volunteers when assembled, for sub- 
jecting to military discipline Serjeants, Trom- 
peters, Drummers, and Buglemen, who re- 


ceive constant pay; and for the further re- 
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gulating such Yeomanry and Volunteer 
Corps.” And this is the Act, which, in the 
Opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor Gene. 
ral, given in answer to a query from the Se. 
cretary of State, is declared to have repealed 
that clause of the Army of Reserve Bill, 
which denied the exemption from ballot to 
any voluntéers, excepting those who had 
been-accepted before the 22d of June. J, 
therefore, cannot believe that this was inten. 
tionally done by his Majesty's ministers; and 
I am very sure it was without the knowledge 
of by far the greater part, if not the whole, 
of the other members of this House. Now, 
this general exemption, which I consider as 
the effect of a mustake in the framers of the 
last Bill, is, in my opinion, by far the greatest 
defect in the whole of the volunteer system, 
It greatly interferes with the recruiting the 
army of reserve and militia; it gives to cer. 
tain persons in the volunteer corps a very 
improper power of deciding, who shall or 
shall not be subject to the ballots, accordingly 
as they please to accept or reject the offers 
of those who wish to enter their corps; and 
it gives a dubious character to the whole vo- 
lunteer institution, inasmuch as it is now 
impossible to distinguish those who come 
forward from pure zeal and_ patriotism, 
from such as are actuated only by a desire 
of escaping the operation of the other Bills.— 
Sir, before I conclude, I must take the op- 
portunity of again reverting to the subject 
of fortifications; and, without entering in- 
to any detailed reasoning, I will assert, 
that, without fortifications, every defen? 
sive system must be extremely imperfect. 
To execute them ona great scale is, un- 
doubtedly, a work of time; but, I ask, has 
any such system been commenced ?—In Ire- ° 
land, for instance, where the necessity of 
fortresses has been recognised and pointed 
out, I believe, by every officer who ever 
gave an opinion on the subject, I do not 
understand that government has gone the 
length of even marking out a single spot 
of ground for the purpose. With respect 
to the extent to which it would be advisae 
ble to carry the system of fortifications in 
England, there may be some variety of 
o;inion; but there is one subject upon 
which, if we are really exposed to invasion, 
no difference of opinion can possibly exist. 
I mean the propriety of fortifying a great 
military dép6t and place of arms; that is 
to say, of fortifying it at least to sucha 
degree that it cannot be taken withouta 
siege: for, although I go, perhaps, as fat 
as any man, in believing that the enemy, 
may effect the Siseuibarkation of a great 
force in this country, yet, I am aware, 
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that he will have very great difficulty in 
Janding all the ammunition and military 
‘stores that are necessary for a long opera- 


tion. If, therefore, our military dépots | 


were secure against a coup de main, the 
enemy, unable to possess himself of them, 
would find the difficulties of an invasion in- 
finitely increased, as he would be under 
the necessity of attempting to form a ma- 
gazine of his own, and of preserving a 
communication with it. I must repeat, 
that if such a council ‘as I have proposed 
had existed, I do not believe that all these 
precautions would have heen so completely 
neglected, as they appear to have been.— 
With respect to the estimates themselves, 
they appear to be little different from’ the 
establishment voted during the last session, 
and J have, therefore, little to remark up- 
on them ; but as it is, undoubtedly, of the 
utmost importance that the regular army 
should be increased as much as possible, 
I must again repeat my regret, that the 
measure which was successfully adopted 
last war, has not again been resorted to ; I 
mean that of recruiting from the militia; 
for without disparagement to the latter, 1 
may be allowed to say, thit the former is a 
more efficient force, [also regret that the 
militia of Great-Britain and Ireland has 
not been made interchangeable: a mea- 
sure which always appeared to me, to be 
one of the advantages that would naturally 
result from the union.—There is another 
species of military arrangement highly de- 
serving of attention (I know not how far 
it has been carried); I mean an extensive 
organization of the unarmed peasantry 
into corps of pioneers. It is impossible to 
estimate too highly the benefit which we 
should derive from their assistance, parti- 
cularly when we consider, that the face of 
this country, covered as it is with enclo- 
sures, is of ‘a nature that greatly impedes 
the action of those two descriptions of 
force in which we shall be so decidedly 
superior to an invading enemy, that is to 
say, cavalry and artillery. The advantage 
of this superiority we shall be in a great 
measure deprived of, without the aid of 
numerous bodies of pioneers to facilitate 
the operation of these two arms. Ishould, 
therefore, be desirous of seeing a great 
proportion of the “peasantry immediately 
‘enrolled into corps for this purpose ; and 
Ishould recommend that they should, at 
‘the same time, be armed with pikes, the 
“manufacture: -of which requites'very little 
‘time or expense, aud which they ¢an make 
‘use of without any previous’ instruction. 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 12.—Report on the Army Estimates. 





[1799 


With this ‘arm I am cofiviticed, «that, iw 
opposing a disembarkation, and on many 
other occasions, they would add‘ very pow- 
erfully to the efféct of an attack, if they 
were judiciously managed, and not ex< 
posed to the enemy’s fire until the moment 
presented itself for charging him. 
Mr. Rose said, it was by no méans his ine 
tention to oppose any of the resolutions, 
but he wished to make a few obsérvations 
connected with the general subject’Sefore 
the House, The primciple point on which 
he meant totrouble the House, related to the 
measures necessary to be adopted in the é2 
vent of marchingjvetunteers to the coast. It 
appeared to him that the sum, proposed to bé 
voted far volunteers, was toosmall, because, 
upon the best calculation he ceuld make, it 
would require very little less- than one mil* 
lion. If they were to be employed at all 
in that way, he tbought that some provision 
ought to be made for their families. Upon 


| this subject he had lately had some corres: 


pondence with one of his Majesty's prin+ 
cipal Secretaries of State, and he begged 
to acknowledge the great readiness which 
that right hon. gent. had shewn to attend 
to his representations. There was in one 
of the acts a provision upon this subject, 
in case the volunteers were called out up- 
on actual service. Some doubt had arisen 
respecting the word “ called * out on ac- 
tual service ; but, in his opinion, if they 
were out, some provision ought to be made 
for their families, Some of the corps ia 
his neighbourhood were now upon actual 
duty, and wben they offered their services 
fos that purpose, they made no stipulations 
upon the subject. When he learnt trom 
the Lord Lieut. that it was wished that 
some of the volunteers should march to the 
coast, he assembled the corps nearest to 
him, and when the proposal was made to 
them, they cheerfully offered their services't 
of 296 there was but one man that made 
the smallest objection to it. Afierwards, 
some of them came to him, and represented 
the impossibility of their maintaining theit 
families. The corps, to which he alluded, 
was in-general composed of labouring men, 
who earned, upOnan average, about nine 
shillings a week; with this they were ent 
abled to maintain their families. If they 
were marched from home, ‘they would res - 
ceive a'shilling a day; out of which it:was 
obvious they could not maintain both then® 
selves and their families, it would, there. 
fore, be absolutely ‘necessary that some 
provision should be made‘ for their famities, 
otherwise it would be imipossible tor theay to 
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continue, in the service, The corps;to which 
he alluded, were. animated with the most 
ardent desire to devote their services to,the 
public, and to go wherever their.services 
could be yseful. When he was speaking 
to them about marching, and explaining to 
them their, district, they said, ‘* Don't.tell 
us, Sir, about.districts, we will follow our 
officers any where.” Out of 290 men, of 
which the corps was composed, 294 marched 
from home, and.were now actually on duty, 
He had heard regularly from the command- 
ing officer; ever since they marched, and 
every letter was full of applauses of the con- 
duct of the men. This spirit was not con- 
fined to the spot to whicl: he alluded, it was, 
he was sure, general all over the country, 
and he should be sorry indeed to see such a 
spirit damped. It. at first occurred to him, 
that the allowance to their families ought 
to be-paid by the county; but, upon con- 
sideration, he thought otherwise, because 
the burthen would then fall peculiarly heavy 
on the maritime counties, where the volun- 
teers would be most frequently required to 
march. to the coast,..and therefore he 
‘Bhought they ought to be paid out of the 
general fuad. This was a subject on which 
he really felt much anxiety, and therefore 
the House, he hoped, would excuse him for 
occupying their time, With regard to the 
state of defence of that part of the coast 
with which he was acquainted, it was not 
his wish to make any. observations which 
could convey any information to the enemy. 
Indeed it was not in his power, because he 
‘was sure they were as well acquainted with 
the state of the coast as we were. They 
knew that many parts of it were unprotecied. 
It was not a great many weeks ago (and the 
circumstance was known to one of his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers, who was not far from the 
place at the time), that a spy actually took a 
boat and went over to France, with two re- 
¢ruits for the enemy. He was happy to 
say) however, that measures had since beeu 
taken to prevent this. With regard to the 
volunteer force in general, he was perfectly 
convinced, that it would turn out com- 
pletely eflicient. — Upon this subject, he 
totally diff red from a.right hon. gentle- 
man (Mr. Windham). He did not speak 
ppon his awn judgment, because he would 
mever give .an. opinion upon .a -subject 
upon which he was incompetent to form one 
sotréctly; but he spoke from what he had 
heard: from every officer with whom he had 
conversed, particularly the reviewing gene- 
rals——From them. he had never heard but 
one opinion,'.and that was, that they. would 
a their duty as well as any regular troops.— 
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Nothing. certainly could be more desirable 
than to take every opportunity of -bringing 
small volunteer corps togeiher, so as to act 
in batallion, and this he was convinced wonlg 
not be so difficult as many gentlemen img. 
gined—He saw very lately 1,400 men ag. 
sembled, many of whom had marched 13 or 
14 miles ; they went through their, evolg. 
tions, and, marched back again withouta 
single murmur, though the weather was up. 
commonly severe—He therefore hoped that 
every means would he used to bring them 
as often as possible into batailion. He 
was perfectly convinced that they would not 
give way even in line before any troops to 
which they might be opposed. The only 
apprehension he entertained was that if they 
were brought into action, they would be 
impetuous. If history was looked into, in- 
numerable instances would be found where 
troops not so well discipiined or instructed 
had stood firm and defeated veteran troops, 
But even if they could not stand in line they 
would be of most important use as light 
troops and as rifle-men. A friend of his 
who had seen a great deal of service, parti. 
cularly in Holland and Egypt, declared, 
that during these campaigns he had not seen 
the French above {twice in line. It was 
known that a great part of their troops con 
sisted of tirailleurs, who were not used in 
line but as light troops. The hon. officer 
who spoke last had alluded to the possibility 
of the enemy effecting a landing. He by 
no means agreed with those who thought it 
was impossible for the French to escape our 
blockading squadrons. He believed it was 
impossible for any officer, however vigilant 
or skilful, so completely to block up any 
port, as that it should be absolutely imprac- 
ticable for the enemy by any accident to 
effect their escape. Butif the enemy should 
escape, he begged the House to consider 
what a line of defence we had upon our own 
coasts. He had heard with great satisfaction 
that we had no less than 800 armed vessels 
employed for the defence of the coast. 
could state, from his own knowiedge, thatan 
that part of the coast with which he was ac 
quainted, there were eighty of these vessels 
armed with carronades, ready to start from 
every creck to annoy the ennemy on their ap 
proach; they were manned with men who 
perfectly understoodihe management of these 
vessels, and were thoroughly acquainted wilh 
every ineh of the coast, and he had no, doubt, 
but they would very nearly destrey any flotik 
la the evemy.could send, before they 
make apy.impression upon our coast. . 
therefore, the volunteers. were encourage 
he had no doubt but that, with the ass 
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gnce of that force to which he had just al- 
Jaded, the country would be completely safe. 
He was only anxious thar the volunteers 
should meer with that encouragement aod 
rotection which they deserved. 
Mr. Secretary Yorke entirely concurred in the 
epinion of the right hon. gent. who had just 
gt down; but thought the subject might be 
more properly discussed on the particular re- 
solution than on the report. ‘The volunteers, 
ff his own opinion, were not entitled to such 
allowances, either by the 424 or 43d of his 
Majesty, though the Board of Treasury had 
jssued orders to the receivers general to 
make them, in case of volunteers called out 
énactual service. But if any doubt existed 
in the minds of other gentlemen on the sub- 
ject, a clause to remove it might be intro- 
duced into the Bill, now before the House, 
for amending the Volunteer Acts, which he 
proposed to have read a second time this day, 
in order that it should be committed to- 
morrow. Government had not called on the 
services of the volunteer corps to the extent 
that might have been thought desirable, 
from the difficulty of procuring accurate re- 
turns. The number now on duty voluntarily 
was about 14,000. He was not aware of 
any thing more he had to say: when the re- 
tolution should be under the consideration of 
the House, he should take that opportunity 
of stating his opinion as to any observations 
it may give rise to. 
Mr. Pitt did not mean to object to the 
Report, because he fully concurred in the 
resolutions contained in it, to the utmost of 
theirextent. He rose only to correct some 
mistatements from misconception, which had 
been made of his sentiments on a former day, 
With respect to a proposition which he had 
thought it his duty to subniit to the House, 
on that occasion, for the formation of volun- 
teer corps inio baitalions, and the appoint- 
ment of field officers to each battalion, one 
misconception had possibly arisen from his 
wish to save the time of the House, in not 
§oing at length into the explanation of is 
proposal. . So far from having for its object 
the appointment of field officers, who were 
tohave a controul over the colonels comman- 
dants of the corps, nothing could be more 
tepugnant to his feelings or sentiments. He 
hady he thought, distinctly stated, that his 
tole and great object was, to afford the com- 
Mandants of corps the benefit of the assist- 


aiee and advice of officers not their supe-. 


tiots; but, from experience, competent to 

tid them effectually by their instruction ; 

id the more he reflected, the more he was 

convinced of the advantages that would re- 

ult from the adoption ‘of his proposal. No 

fmmandant could look with confidence 
Vou. IV. 


PARL, DEBATES, Dec. 12.—Report-on the Army Estimates. 














¢ 
: 


[1794 


to the peridd of leading his men to’ actual 
service, if refused the advice of professional 
men, capable, by their skill and experience, 
of promoting the discipline of their corps 3 
and he took this opportan‘ty, both on his 
own account, and on the behalf of others,’ 
who entertained the same sentiments with 
himself on the subject, to apply for’ such as« 
sistance. How far others may be disposed 
to accept such assistance, he could not take 
upon himself to say; but he should sincerely 
rejoice that other commandants of volunteer 
corps could go with confidence into action 
without such am advantage. He hoped, 
however, that if many should be found de- 
sirous of the benefit arising from the advice 
and assistance of experienced officers, they 
should not be deprived of it in consequence 
of an opposite opinion on the part of ethers. 
Another misconception was, that his wish 
was to make the regulation general, but he 
had never proposed extending’ the appoint- 
ment of regular officers to any battalions, 
but those which should apply for them, and 
he sincerely hoped that all would do so, 
He had discharged his duty in submitting 
his proposition to the House, which he did 
not mean to press in the present instance; 
but, unless he should hear more weighty ar- 
guments against it than mere considerations 
of economy, or of its being likely to be un- 
popular, he should consider it his duty to 
persist in his object, which he looked upon 
as material to tie most important inte-ests of 
the country. How far the principle should 
be carried, he could not take upon himself to 
say, neither should he enter into a detailed con- 
sideration of the mode of applying it in every 
circumstance, because he was no friend to any 
general rule, any unbending maxim, where 
the variety of circumstances might, in many 
cases, render a departure from it necessary. 
He was sure, however, that too much atten- 
tion could not be bestowed on the’ instruc- 
tion and improvement of the volunteer force 
of the country in military discipline and evo- 
lutions; and he was persuaded, notwith- 
standing the opinion entertained by a right 
hon, friend opposite (Mr. Windham), that 
there were many regiments of volunteer 
corps already in a state of discipline to fit 
them for actual service, and whenever it 
should benecessary for them to act in ‘line, 
that the volunteer corps would not be found 
the weakest part of the line. _He should not” 
consent, to invert all fhe-ordinary maxims of 
prudente, he should not let it be said, that’ 
they were making Acts of Parliament, put- 
ting the country to: vast.expense ; and that, 
after all; what they-had done was good for 
nothing, and absolately. inadequate’ to the 


purposes for which “it ~was intended. He 
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looked upon.the volunteers as €ompletely cas 
pable, with proper attention, of rendering 
the country impregnabic, but he must think, 
however, that the service, as light troops, 
whieh-seemed to be most approved by gen- 
tlemen, for volunteers, in place of requiring 
léss discipline, was that which required the 
highest degree of diseipline. It was a sim- 
ple operation to make them act in line, but 
it required a much higher state of discipline 
to enable troops, after suffering a temporary 
disorder to re-assemble with regularity and 
return to the attack. Jt was like a slow and 
regular machinery at first, which, by pro- 
gressive improvement, might be afterwards 
advanced to the highest pitch of nicety and 
precision. He did not mean to enter further 
into the discussion, but, as an humble indivi- 
dual, he could not neglect this opportunity of 
putting in his claim on the part of those who 
are .prepared to devote their lives in the 
eause of their country, that assistance should 
not be denied them in any instance of their 
applying for it. Let it not be said, that be- 
cause we have three or four hundred thou- 
sand men, ready to act as armed peasants, 
ri we are therefore satisfied. Neither 

uld it be said, that because they had made 
considerable progress in military discipline, 
they had reached the perfection of military 
science. Much had been done, but much 
remained to be done, and it was only by 
constant, renewed, and active attention, that 
the common object of all was to be eccom- 
plished... By persevering in a wise system 
of instruction and discipline for the volun- 
teers, every year would afford an additional 
improvement, which, in the end, would de- 
feat every attempt of an inveterate enemy, 
would enable us to continue with spirit and 
confidence the contest in which we were en- 
gaged, tedious as it was likely to prove, and 
conduct us to a long series of years of secure 
ana, hovorable peace. Thus much he had 
thought 1st necessary to say : he should only 
add, his conviction, though much more had 
ween done, than some gentlemen were dis- 
poved to admit, much less had been effeetsd 
than sanguine persons were 100 2%% to sup- 


pose- 

Mr. Secretary Yorke agreed w'th his right 
hon. friend (Mr. Pit} in-the opinion he en- 
tertained respecting the efficiency of the vo- 


lunteer, corps. He was also ready to admit, 
that eveiy: »cssible effort should be made to 
render shem as perfect as possible in’ disci- 
pline, _ He, however, doubted much whether 
the proposition of his right hon. friend could 
be: carried into effect to the extent he wished. 
Adjutants and serjeant-majors, he did: not 
deny, ought to be appointed in every case 
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where the members of the corps required 
them, provided care were taken that nong 
but proper and competent persons should be 
appointed, and that the places should be 
filled rather with a view to the public inte. 
rest, than, as on former occasions, from fa 
vour. He feared it was impracticable. tg 
procure field officers from the line, if his hon, 
friend’s plan were to be pursued, in sufficient 
numbers. There were 604 troops of cas 
valry, 102 companies of artillery, and 3,947 
companies of volunteer infantry. ‘The ca 
valry alone would require sixty field officers, 
and the others in proportion. ‘The officers 
on the half-pay list had been provided for ig 
the reserve, and many could not be procured 
from amongst those who had retired, many 
having been appointed inspecting officers of 
the volunteers. He was aware the right 
hon. gentleman would say that field officers 
would not be required for all the battalions; 
but as these should be taken from the regi- 
ments of the line, either field officers or the 
oldest captains, he thought it impracticable, 
Besides, he should be loth to interfere with 
officers of that descrrption, who may be 
dissatisfied at their removal. In the next 
place, he was as little disposed to be deter 
red from the pursuit of a measure of na 
tional importance by the apprehension of 
its unpopularity as any hon. gentleman, yet 
he'could not think it would be acting alto 
gether fairly with the captains of volunteer 
corps, over whose heads field officers would 
necessarily be put, though they may not ‘be 
superior to the colonels. Here the right hon, 
Secretary begz=4 to remind the House of the 
conduct of Parliament ijast session with re 
spect to the introduction of regular officers 
into the militia. They had authorized’ the 
admission of subalterns and captains ; but 
they stopped short at field officers, and this 
appeared to him a kind of parliamentary 
barrier. He had himself, as a militia off 
cer, and from having turned his thoughts 
particularly ¢5 the subject, entertaified 30 
opinicn, that the introduction of regular ofs 
ficers, even field officers into the militia, 
would have promoted the efficiency of the 
regiments, and he had doubts of the policy 
of limiting the admission to captains and 
subalterns. He did not mean any disrespect 
to the militia in saying this. There wa 
another objection, which, though not very 
material, ought not to be lost sight of, he 
meant the expens¢. Three hundred or three 
hundred and fifty would at least be nects 
sary, and these would be placed on half‘p 

at the end of the war, whereby they woulé 
lose their ‘prospectg of promotion in thélt 
profession. | : , 
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Mr.’ Pitt said, he would take an oppor- 
tunity of bringing forward his proposition on 
the resolution respecting the volunteers. 

Mr. Curwen, as one who had mistaken 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt), declared 
himself satisfied with his explanation. He 
thought the appointment of field officers 
would be too expensive, but was of opinion, 
that adjutants and serjeant-majors should be 
appointed to battalions, and that the adju- 
tants should have the rank of captain by 
brevet. —The Report was then received. On 
the first resolution, that a force of 129,039 
men be granted for guards and garrisons, 
being read, 

Mr. Pitt expressed his satisfaction at so 
largea vote, but desired to be informed what 
the actual effective force of the country was 
at present, what its deficiency from the 
pumber in the vote, and what mode was pro- 
posed for supplying the deficiency? 

Lord Castlereagh supposed the right hon. 
gentleman alluded to a statement of his on 
Friday; he had then stated the effective 
force of the United Kingdom to be 176,000 
meo, 80,000 of whom were militia, and of 
course 96,000 regulars, of whom 26,000 
were only for limited service, so that the 
force for general service was 69,000 rank 
and file. The most material deficiency, 
- therefore, was in the regulars. There were 
of the 50,000 of which the army of reserve 
was to be composed, 14 or 15,000 not yet 
raised, which arose from the time of the 
year at which the act passed, in harvest. In 
Ireland, too, it was later, but the execution 
of it was proceeding favourably at present, 
and if the country were to continue its ef- 
forts, that deficiency would soon be made 
up. The crown would have a discretion in 
promoting the recruiting of the regular 
army from the army of reserve, by allowing 
a bounty. 

Mr. Pitt wished to be’ informed by what 
mode the deficiency, below the number vot- 
ed, which, in his view amounted to about 
23,000, was proposed to be raised in a short 
time. He considered the reserve as regu- 
lars, though engaged only for limited ser- 
vice. As drummers and non-commissioned 
officers were not included, they, he sup- 
posed, might be considered equal to 9 or 
1 


0,000. 

' Lord Castlereagh replied, that the defici- 

ency, making allowance for drummers, &c. 
not exceed 20,000, which was to be 
e up. by the 15,000 of the army of re- 

sive, not yet raised, and by such modes as 

thould be deemed most likely to promote 

the general service of recruiting. If .the 


@untry would put its shoulders to the busi- 
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ness, there would be no reason, on the meet- 
ing of Parliament, to regret any deficiency. 
With this supply from. the reserve, there 
would only be 5,000 deficient, and on the 
gross militia of the United Empire, there 
was only a deficiency of 8,000. 

Mr. Pitt observed here that the army of 
reserve was by the act intended. to have been 
raised in proportion to the population of the 
several districts, and no substitute was to 
have been received who should, not be of 
the same, or of an adjacent county. The 
provisions of the act were violated whenever 
crimps were employed to procure substi« 
tutes, and considerable inconvenience was 
felt in many places, by adhering to the dise 
positions of the act.—Aftcr.a few words 
from the Secretary at War and Mr, Fuller, 
the resolution was agreed to.—The several 
other resolutions were then read and agreed 
to.—On the question being put on the last 
resolution relative to the volunteers. 

Mr. Pitt said, he was sorry to be obliged 
on this resolution,. again to address the 
House, on the subject of his. proposition. 
The objections of the Right Hon. Sec. seem- 
ed to ‘him to be fonnded on two or three 
grounds; first, a doubt whether a sufficient 
number of field officers could be. prorured ; 
2dly, an apprehension of creating discon- 
tent amongst» the officers of the volunteer 
corps; and 3dly, the injury that the officers 
thus employed would sustain by being placed 
ou half-pay after the war. The two first 
appeared inconsistent with each other. The 
first proceeded on a supposition that 4 or 
500 would be necessary, and the second on 
the supposition that the corps would be. dis- 
satisfied; but as his proposition extended 
only to such as should apply, if there should 
not be many applications tae first objection 
as to the number would be done away, and 
if many should apply as he hoped all would, 
then there could be no discontent, and the 
second objection vanished. But he: main- 
tained, that a sufficient number could be 
supplied from the line. Each regiment con- 
sisted of 750, had two lieut. colonels, two 
majors, and ten captains, and the question 
therefore would be, whether it was. more 
material to the public security that every old 
regiment should have its number of old cap- 
tains complete, or every battaiion of 1,000 
volunteers, have an efficient ficid officcr to 
prepare them, by discipline, to accomplish 
the common object of all, the effectual de- 
fence and security of their country ? But, if 
the regiments of the line could not afford 
the numbers necessary, the halt-pay officers 
might be employed, or those who had re~ 
tired fram. sthe service, or from amongst 
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‘those meritorious officers who “had been in 
the India Company's ‘service —As to the 
other. circumstances of “discontent, there 
would be reason to apprehend ‘that there 
may be disappointment, if not discontent, 
should the application for such assistanee be 
refused. . As to the third objection, the auk- 
‘ward situation to which the appointment 
would: reduce the officers, by exposing them 
to’ be placed on half-pay,*and interfering 
with their promotion, he could not, in his 
view of the question, admit such a conclu- 
sion. - He could not perceive why such offi- 
-cers might not be in as fair a situation to be 
“promoted to vacancies as if employed in 
any other way.—There was another genera! 
- subject’ on which the Right Hon. Sec. had 
touched, though he had applied it somewhat 
whimsically. He had stated as his opinion, 
that the’ admission of regalar officers into 
militia regiments was a wise measure, and 
he was even disposed to go further than the 
‘legislature’ had done; it was fair then to 
turn his personal judgment against -himself, 
and insist that with such an opinion he can- 
not consistently object*to the proposition, 
for if regular officers were of great benefit 
to: the militia, they must, of. course, be 
equally so to the volunteers, and he had no 
hesitation in saying, that though he thought 
the decision of Parliament right, he now, 
with his eyes open, asserted it was erroneous. 
He therefore hoped that gentlemen would 


‘mot object to the proposition; he would not, ' 


however, press it then ; but unless he should 
understand it to be ¢he intention of his Ma- 
jesty’s government to adopt some such regu- 
jation, he would bring it forward again 
hereafter. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer consi- 
edered the reasons advanced by his right 
hon. friend, against adopting the propo- 
sition to its fuil extent satisfactory. He 
sconcurred in the principle, but he. had 
doubts of its practicability, The number 
of volunteers in the united empire was 
430,000, which, if formed into battalions 
of 500 each, and from local circumstances 
- “ greater number could not be assembled, 
would require 860 field officers, He ad- 
mitted that the right hon. woe (Mr. Pitt), 
had. distinctly stated battalions, not corps, 
on a former occasion.—The half-pay could 
not supply any officers, the whole on that 
establishment having been appointed tothe 
reserve. It would, therefore; be neces- 
sary to resort to the regulars. The whole 
amount of the regiments ‘in the united king- 


.dom was,.70; there. were-25 or 26 regi-. 


ments of cavalry ; eu | the whole at 
100,,t0 supply 860.each bdttalion should 
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afford eightofficers. “Though the right hon, 
gent. had distinctly mentioned captaing 
not field officers, it would be admitted) 
that they sheuld be men not only of militar 
acquirements, but of temper, and addreg 
to manage with effect so vast a force. Hg 
had considerable doubt in his mind, cof 
cerning a measure that would go to take ifs 


“very essence from the army. Besides thé 


individuals themselves would quit  relug 
tantly, nor, though employed in the same 
glorious cause, would they be satisfied 
with the same species of renown which 
they might acquire in acting with theyo. 
lunteers, and therefore he did not thinki 
right to take from the-army, persons un. 
willing to commute their services. He had 
some doubt as .to the application of thé 
principle, because, from what had come to 
his knowledge within the last four days, he 
had reason to think, that’ the corps woul 
not be satisfied that regular officers should 
be ingrafted on their original body; theig 
original institution was to serve under offs 
cers with whom they were connected by 
every tie of intimacy and acquaintance, 
and, therefore, the proposition, with Te 
spect to them, involved an aukward alter 
native. He knew, if it was put to them, 
they possibly might not object to it; though, 
at the same time, it might create a degreg 
of discontent, which could never have been 
in the contemplation of the right hon. gent, 
who had brought forward the question. Qn 
these grounds he entertained doubts ast 
the principle, though he was prepared to 
admit that every effort ought ‘to be made 
to give greater efficiency to the volunteet 
corps and to’give some more confidenceia 
going into action, He could not help 
thinking the House indebied to the right 
hon, gent. for his suggestion, as well as for 
that respecting adjutants, which had beea 
adopted, and produced much’ good effect, 
Another suggestion of {he right hon, gen 
also for brigading small corps, under gene 
tals from the régular’ forges, was likely 
to be attended with much benefit.’ These 
generals, and their respective staffs, woul 
be a drain from the line equal to’ what 
could bear. The Chancellor of the Ev 
chequer then adverted to the admission df 
regular officers into the militia, which was 
chiefly composed of substitutes. ‘The same 
regulation did not apply to the volunteers, 
because the chief object was to preserve 
the genuine relations between the offices 
and privates, and, therefore, the introdue 
tion of regular officers amongst them we 
much more liable to-objection than in tht 


militia, where the prevalenge of substitute 
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| weakened that connection.—As he was up 
he should take the gpportunity of adverting 
to the deficiency in the military, which, he 
was happy to say, was, i an unpreceé- 
dented degree, small; and the most effec- 
igal measures were to be taken to fill it up, 
so that when Parliament should next meet, 
gentlemen would have no reason to regret 
any deficiency. In the artillery, which 
consisted of 13,000, there were not more 
than 480 deficient, and measures would be 
taken to fill up the deficiengy jn the regu- 
Jars with all possible dispatch, 

Mr. Windbam did not mean to trouble the 
House at any length, after what he had said 
ona former occasion; but, as many topics 
were then omitted, and some important 
suggestions had since been made, he 
thought it not wholly unnecessary to say a 
few words,—His right hon. friend under 
the gallery (Mr. Pitt), had explained and 
enforced, with his usual ability, the mea- 
sures which he had wished to see adopted 
for the improvement of the volunteer sys- 
tem; observing, with too much truth, that 
his ideas in that respect, were diametrically 
opposite to those of Mr. Windham. Hela- 
mented the fact, and not the less sincerely, 
because it must happen in eonsequence, 
that dis ideas must be diametrically oppo- 
sile to those of his right hon. friend. It was 
always painful to him to differ from his 
right hon. friend, with whom he so ge- 
nerally agreed: and independent of that 
fecling, there was commonly the further 
cause of regret, that his opinion, so op- 
posed, had ‘less chance of being received, 
Jt was not on that. account, however, less 
necessary, that he should state the grounds, 
on which his opinion’ was formed.—-His ob- 
jections certainly did not arise from any 
general feeling adverse to voluntary ser- 
vice. On the contrary, he had always 
strongly declared himself in favour of vo- 
luntary service, as opposed to that which 
was compulsory; but voluntary service did 
not necessarily mean service of volunteer 
corps, such as they were now constituted. 
Here and there, perhaps, the cases might 


to conclude that what could be done by’ ” 
himself, circumstanced too as he was, could — _ 
be done by any other commander; ‘and with” 
respect to any ordinaty corps, His right 
hon. friend had at once his own personal 
powers, his general authority in the coun- 
try, and the authority of his high provincial | 
oftice. He hada peopieto deal with rendered 
(ractable by a more immediate exposure to 
the danger, and animated with something 
of a peculiar character, and peculiar du- 
ties. It-was the experience of what 
might be done in these particular circums 
stances, which had misled, as he conceived, 
his right hon. friend in his ideas of this ser- 
vice in general, For his part, he mustcon- 
fess, that the notions which he entertained, 
andthe conclusions which he was led to 
draw, were altogether different. He must 
object to the volunteer system; first, as 
being very ill-adapted to the principal and 
more immediate purpose, for which it was 
wanted; as increasing most materially the 
difficulties of recruiting the army; as being 
liable to have a most injurious influence on 
the character and conduct of the army ; as in 
fringing the just claims, and violating the 
reasonable feelings, of military men, by cons 
founding those distinctions which they had 
hitherto enjoyed exclusively, and effecting a 
general depreciation of military titles and 
|. honours; as confounding the ranks and gra- 
dations in civil life, while it disturbed and 
deranged the ‘ordinary functions of so- 
ciety; and lastly, as liable to become a 
source of great future political danger, such 
as might be apprehended always, from great 
bodies of armed men subject to no military 
control, and whose constitution at this mo- 
ment was, in innumerable instances, precise- 
ly that, which would be most likely to give 
birth to such danger, and to render it for- 
midable, were it to take piace. A proof of 
this he would give to the House, (since he 
perceived in some parts expressions of in- 
credulity,) by producing the constitution of 
one of the principal corps in this city, which 
had been recently furnished to him, and 
which he had in his pocket: » It would ap- 


concur. One of the corps which he should 
have looked to, though resembling in some 
degree those to which he was objecting, 
was the corps of which his right hon. friend 
was at the head: and which, had contri- 
buted, probably not a little, to,lead him to 
the ideas which he now entertained respect- 
ing volunteer corps in general. . This wasa 
$orps, formed in peculiar circumstances, and 
With peculiar advantages both in respect of 
itsleader, and of the men of whom it was 
(mposed, His right hon, friend was not 





pear by this, that the corps was governed, 
not by officers approved and appointed 
by his Majesty, but by committees «and 
sub-committees, so constructed, as that it 
might happen continually that questions the 
most important to the proceedings and well 
being of the corps, might be decided- bya 
quorum, in which there should be six privates 
to one officer. Any thing more completel 


-democratical, or better supplied with all the 


apparatus “usually provided for such pur- 
poses, ceuld not have been furnished by 
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‘any of the. dealers in constitutions to be 
found in the Corresponding Society. » It 
‘was impossible, therefore, to look at these 
institutigns, however full of zeal and loyal- 
ty at present, and to reflect on what. they 
might become hereafter, without a consi- 
derable degree of jealousy and uneasiness. 
One effect of their. power was already ap- 
parent in the complete conquest. which they 
had obtained over his. Majesty’s ministers. 
It was plain, that the hon. gentleman (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) did not dare 
to stir a step respecting them, without first 
asking their leave. It was whimsical to see 
the embarrassment in which he was placed, 
between, his fear.of rejecting a proposition 
coming from.the right hon. gent. behind 
him, (Mr. Pitt) and the greater dread of of- 
fending the volunteers, Both were objects 
of terror, and the combination of the two 
fears seemed likely to produce a kind of 
oblique course in the right hon. gent., that 
would satisfy neither one side nor the other. 
This was not the natural situation for a go- 
vernment to be placed in. A military mea- 
sure, before it -was adopted, might, with 
great propriety, be referred to those, who 
were likely to have a gooc judgment in mi- 
litary affairs; but the question referred 
would be, “ whatis good upon the whole 
for the interests of the state or of the army?” 
not, as in the present case, ‘ what do the sol- 
diers or officers like??? Such, however, was 
the ascerdency which the volunteer body al- 
ready had over the government! He wish- 
ed they might be: able to prevail as easily 
over the legions of Bhonaparté. If they 
would, he should be inclined, for one, to 
overlook all other dangers that might 
be apprehended from them. He would 
shut his eyes to consequences, and ‘ jump 
the life to come,’ if he could be. sa- 
tisfied that the system, as at present. esta- 
blished, was.calculated to answer its grand 
purpose, that of the defence of the country 
against a foreign enemy.—It seemed to be 
admitted, that it was not so at present; 
‘though it was hoped it might become so’ 
under the alterations proposed by his right 
hon. friend. He was fain to confess, that 
he despaired of the efficacy of these altera- 
tions. 
advantage of having an intelligent regular 
officer attached to.a volunteer corps; or the 
improvement which the corps would. re- 
ceive by the effect of greater training. But 
how were these advantages to be obtained? 

“And what, after all, would they produce? 

Among the difficulties of obtaining part of 
these advantages, viz. the assistance of re 


gular officers, must be stated, not only the 
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consent of the corps, which did not appear, 
by what" had been said that night, 
be quite a thing of course, but the consey 
of the officers; and when to ensure thy 
latter, it was proposed that rank should ap 
tach to these appointments, a most material 
objection arose on account of the effeg 
which sucha system would be likely to hay 
on the character and discipline of the army, 
A more mischievous thing could not wellhe 
conceived, than to let locse, among the ap 
my, @ wild spirit of speculation, similar 
that which was so fatally opened at the be. 
ginning of the late war by the measure of 
raising men for rank, and to put half the of 
ficers of the army upon seeking advance 
ment in their profession, not by foreign sep 
vice, not by professional skill, not by a strit 
discharge of their regimental duties, nor b 
the approbation and good will of their com. 
manders, but by interest and recommends 
tion among the colonels, (or committees) of 
volunteer corps. The evils of such a 
state of things would reach to a greater ex 
tent, and operate in more directions, than 
might at first be supposed. It’ would 
unsettle the minds of officers ; it would dis. 
turb the discipline of regiments; it would 
weaken the ‘useful dependence of offices 
upon their superiors; it would injure the 
military character; it would relax the zeal 
and spirit of the army by opening a new 
channel to advancement independent of 
service or military merit; it would produce 
discouragement and discontent, by new ex 
amples of men, who had succeeded in reach- 
ing the honours, by deserting the duties, of 
their profession, If this was the view of 
the measure, in respect to the army, it 
would nat be very promising on the other 
hand, with respect to the volunteer corps, 
for whom, certainly, it would not procute 
that class of officers, (it was to be hoped 9 
at least) who would be likely to render them 
the greatest service. But when the bes 
was done in procuring aid of this sort, 
what, after all, could be the effects which 
it could produce upon corps constituted a 
those in question must necessarily be? To 
give opportunity for the exertions of these 
officers, an augmentation was to be made 
in the number of days of training: but, be 
sides the insufficiency of the time proposed, 
great as it might be, to give to men thee 
pose and much more, the general he 
its and character of soldiers, was it col 
sidered, how far the assembling men in this 
way would be practicable; and what them 
convenience would be, could it be effected? 


- Here came inthe great and insurmountable 


difficulty inthe attempting to give tow 
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lunteer corps the form and character of re- 

ular troops. Without embodying there 
could be neither discipline nor training: 
and-how was it to be supposed, that men 
engaged ih the common avocations of life, 
and who never meant to enter into service 
aga means of livelihood, couid continue long 
embodied? Every attempt of this sort was an 
attempt against the nature of things. Ex quo- 
ais ligno, &Fe.; or, to take the English version, 
é youcould wot make a silk purse out of a 
sow's ear,’ you could net make that hard, 
cutting instrument called an army, out of a 
mass of inhabitants, residents, householders, 
men with families, men with property, men 
engaged in trades and callings; though for 
purposes of local detence, and with a view 
to special services, they might be willing to 
enrol themselves into volunteer corps. He 
had wished, therefore, that the attempt 
should never orizinally have been made; 
and upon the same principle was equal- 
ly adverse to all expedients and contri- 
vances, for the purpose of assisting it; being 

rsuaded, that it never could succeed.— 

ad the volunteers been willing, or, more 
properly, had they been advised or permit- 
ted, to assume the character of an armed 
peasantry, and to -have trained themselves 
accordingly, they would not only have been 
far more useful, but would have been free 
from the inconveniencies now chargeable 
upon these corps in the form in which they 
at present subsisted. One of these he had 


already described to be, the factious tenden- 


cy which they might discover hereafter, and 
e general dangers to be apprehended 
from bodies of armed men, subject to no 
military controul. But an evil more im- 
mediate, and more certain, though some- 
what more confined, was to be apprehend- 
ed from their effects upon the army. These 
were of several sorts. The first and most 
obvious was the reduction made in those 
numbers, from which the militia and army 
of reserve were to be supplied; the latter 
body being the only fund from which they 
could now look torecruit the army. 400,000 
men, who, if it was hoped to make soldiers 
of them, must be considered as men capable 
of military service, could not all be per- 
sons, whom no temptations could induce to 
enter into the army, or who, if drawn for 
the militia or army of reserve, would all de- 
dine to serve in person, Such a portion, 
therefore, of the active population of the 
country could not be withdrawn and set 
apart, and other services not be the worse 
it. The inconvenience would certainly 
be‘augmented, by measures such as those res 
mhmended by his right hon, friend, and in 
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general by whatever tended to give to the 
volunteer corps more of the shape and air of 
regular troops. Volunteer captains or co- 
lonels might not care much at present about 
restraining their men from entering into 
other services, nor feel very confident, pro= 
bably, as to the powers they possessed for 
that purpose. But in proportion as the 
corps improved in appearance and regularity, 
these powers, if they existéd, would be ascer- 
tained and exerted ; or if taken away, would 
be followed by the same complaints, which 
had been heard from militia colonels, that 
they would not submit to become recruiters 
for the army. Such could hardly fail to be 
the effect of the volunteer system in respect 
to the recruiting the army. But were there 
no effects which might be apprehended with 
respect to its discipline and character? The 
volunteers were, to be sure, and necessarily 
must be, so inferior to the regular army, that 
little possibly might be apprehended from 
theirexample. Men were not apt to take 
examples from those whom they did not look 
up to. But it must be remembered, that 
what was wanting in authority, might be 
made upin numbers. Between volunteers 


‘and militia, the notion of a regular army had 


nearly dropped from their minds. They 
hardly inquired what it was or where it was 
to be found. It seemed to be the least part of 
the national defence: Pars mizimaest ipsa puella 
sut, It was so enveloped and hid in the force 
of various kinds that surrounded it, that it 
might be all withdrawn, and for a long while 
its removal not be petceived. But was there 
no danger, that in this state, torgotten by 
others, it might at last forget itself, and feel 
by degrees the contagion of that mass under 
which it was thus concealed and buried? A 
long communication with troops, who with 
appearances the same were, in habits, no« 
tions, constitution, and practices, so widely 
at variance with all that was military, might 
in time produce an effect even on the regu- 
lar army:—He would not dilate upon this 
danger; but advert to an effect, which 
though of a less alarming, perhaps less im- 
portant nature, was not undeserving of con- 
sideration, viz, the immense dépreciation 
which these institutions must produce in the 
value of military titles and honours ; honours 
which were, heretofore, confined to military 
men, but were now lavished among persons, 
having no pretensions to that character. It 
would hardly be said, that this could be of no 
consequence, for that after all, every man 
knew his own value, and that the difference 
between regular and irregular service would 
still be the same, however external distinc- 
tions might be confounded. He should be 





glad to try this with respect to other honours, 
He should be glad to know from his right 
hon, friend, or from the hon, gentleman op- 
posite to him, whether the candidates for 
peerages, and baronetcies, for red and. blue 
ribands, would be satisfied on being told; 
that these distinctions could be no object to 
-them,.as they would neither make them 
richer nor wiser, nor more powerfal, nor con 
fer or declare any quality that was not equally 
possessed and equally known, at the moment 
of their application? Whether the present 
holders of these honours, would Ue perfectly 
well pleased, or were perfectly well pleased, 
at seeing them become as cheap and common 
as most of them, it must be confessed, had 
of la‘e years been made? Yet the complaint 
in this case would be far less reasonable than 
in the other. Jt was much more easy to 
conceive, why an officer, with only his pay 
to live on, with no place perhaps in society 
but what his commission gave, and with no- 
thing to announce his commission but the ri- 
band in his-hat, or the title by which he was 
addressed, should be tenacious of these dis- 
tinctions ; distinctions earned through many 
a hard day’s service; than why men, possess- 


ed apparently of all that fortune could give, | 


should be pining after honours, which to the 
eyes of ordinary observers could add so little 
either to their happiness or consequence. A 
great peer, it might be thought, could better 
dispense with a riband, or a great commoner 
with a peerage, so far as distinction was con- 
eerned, than a soldier of fortune with those 
‘tokens and titles, which were to distinguish 
bim in the eyes of strangers, and which being 
withdrawn or confounded, left him without 
distinction of any kind. But these things 
were not only relatively great, great to the 
officer, who had probably nothing else either 
to supply their place or to console him for 
the want of them; they were in themselves 
distinctions, which all mankind would a- 
gree to value, and of which it would be 
much easier to explain the value, than ef 
many of those which were more eagerly pur- 
sued. Formerly, he who bore the title of 
captain or colonel, could be no other than a 
man belonging to an honourable profession, 
who, if not in the prime of life, must proba- 
bly, -have been an actor in scenes, which 
every,one would be glad to have shared in; 
and have displayed qualities, which those 
who most felt to possess them; would still 
be h:pry.to have evinced by trial. His 
title afforded. presumption of a character, 
which the common feelings of mankind 
would never suffer to be regarded but with 
respect, Could the same be said of every other 
honour? Of which, nevertheless, the exten- 
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sion and dépreciation, would be conside: 
ed as'a ground of complaint. No one cn 
tainly could look down upon an honoy, 
which implied that the person attaining j 
had been accepted on the part of his Soye, 
reign. But, since’ in this as in other jg 
stances, the Sovereign would not act bat 
advice, nothing was really proved in thee 
eases but the protection and favour of them). 
nister, which might evince the politig) 
power of the party, but neither was, no 
pretended to be, an evidence of any thing 
else. Let it not be said, therefore, thy 
those who reduced the value of mili 
distinctions, took from officers, and frog 
the army, nothing but what they ough 
to part with, with indifference. If this 
were so, every title, order, medal; decor 
tion of whatever sort, was a «mere 
and plaything, which none but trifling 
minds could value, and which might b 
dispensed from henceforth to whoever would 
take it, without the least» regret on the part 
of those; by whom, till then, it had beep 
enjoyed—Whether the Joss of this distine 
tion had excited any regret on the part 
the ‘army, was more than he could pretend 
to say. Very possibly it had not; though 
the effects in time would not be the less felt, 
But that the distinction was in fact. lost, 
could be no longer matter of dispute. A witty 
lady of the last age, the mother of a venerable 
marquis equally distinguished for his talents, 
was reported to have said, upon some grea 
creation of peers, that she was afraid to spit 
out of her window, lest what fell at the moment 
should happen to light upon a peer. A similat 
apprehension might be felt in the presenteit 
cumstances respecting officers. ‘There could 
not be a company assembled of half a dozen 
persons, in which, the chance was not, that 
one of the number was an officer. He him 
seif was a captain: it was probable, that 
before long he should be a colonel. When 
such was the facility of creating officers, the 
numbers could not fail to be considerable, 
“He would net revert again to the feelingsa 
those, (if they happened to have any care upon 
the subject) who having embraced the army 
as a profession, and served in every quartet 
of the world, should find themselves sud 
denly lost in a croud of officers, who hal 
never seen, or were likely to see a days 
service, and who, like himself, had ne 
thing military but the name.—These wet 
some of the objections to the voluntet 
system, as it respected the army. Bil 
its effects on the community at large wet 
far from inconsiderable. It was attende 
with great expense: it created much inditk 
dual embarrassment: it mixed in a.manntt 
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yo means desirable, the several ranks and 
onders of society: it disturbed, to a degree 
highly incommodious, many of the functions 
af.comimon life; and would do. so yet fur- 
ther, if the plan was pursued of giving to 
these corps a still more regular consistency. 
He would not pursue these topics severally 
and in detail: but to one he could not but 
advert, as it was connected more immediately 
with the suggestions which had been made 
that night. It was a great mistake to sup- 
pose that in withdrawing men from their 
ayocations and employmeats it was easier 
and better to take the labour of many par- 
tially, than of a fewaltogether. The con- 
trary was in general the fact, Men removed 
altogether were replaced by others, who filled 
up the void which they had left ; and society 
afier a while went on as usual, A man who 
enlisted, was like a-man dead. It was rare 
that his place remained long unoccupied ; 
that the opening made was not soon closed, 
But not so with the man, whose employment 
was only suspended, who was to be called 
away for awhile, asin the plan proposed, 
and. then to go back to his occupation, 
with all the inconvenience of having left it, 
and ai! the difficulty possibly of resuming it 
athisretarn. If he was an artisan or small 
tradesman, his neighbour had run away with 
his business : if he was a jourveyman or far- 
mer’s servant, his master had provided him- 
self with anew man: his employers and cus+ 
tomers in the meanwhile had been wanting 


- hislabour: there would be a period, during 


which, they could noteither have had him to 
work or to deal with; nor have been able to 
supply his place by another. He would him- 
self at the end of this have his livelihood to 
seek; for he would not like the soldier have 
found a provision in bis new profession. No- 
thing would, therefore, be found for the most 
part to answer less in practice, than this no- 
tion of taking part of the labour and leaving 
the remainder, of employing the man during 
part of bis time in learn‘ng the business of a 
soldier, aud leaving him at the end to return 
tohis ordinary occupations, It was as impos- 
sible to take half the man, as to kill half a 
herp. When it came to the question of an 
@mbodied force, or any thing beyond armed 
peasantry, it seemed infinitely better, both for 
the individual and the public, that the man 
should be either entirely a soldier or not at 


‘all; and shonid not be left in that mixed in- 
‘ fermediate state, ia which he would be fit 


fot neither capacity, would be just enough 

Of a soldier to be spoiled for a peasant or ar- 

fisan, and tco much of a peasant or artisan 

{or whatever else he happened to be,) to admit 

of his becoming a Valuable or well-trained, 
Vor. iV. 
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soldier. As to the expense-of a force thus 
composed, it could, not be. better iilustrated 
than by what had been said by an hon. gen 
tleman (Mr. Rose) of the provision to be 
made for. the families of these men during 
their time of exercise. . His idea that im 
virtue of this training, they would, if em- 
ployed as light infantry, be as well qualified 
to encounter the enemy as any tronps in his 
Majesty's service, was a little contrary to re- 
ceived opinions, and very contrary. to the 
opinion of his right hon, friend uear him 
(Mr. Pitt); who had described the service of 
light infantry, and im many respects truly; 
as that which required more training than 
any other. If zeal and courage were all-in 
all, as. in some parts of his speech the hon. 
gentleman seemed to think, ‘no training at 
all would be necessary. And this-was io 
some degree his (Mr. Windham’s) opiniom 
He thought that so little, after all, could -be 
done by the sort of training now attempted 
to be given to the volunteers, and that the 
evils and inconveniencies: attending the at- 
tempt were so great, that he wished this spe+ 
cies of training to be foreborne altogether; 
and that the country should content itself 
with that, which, while it contained what 
was by far the most essential, would be. at- 
tended, comparatively, with no expense, no 
loss of time, no interruption jo the common 
business and avocations of life. Such a 
course of proceeding was, as he conceived, 
better both upon the whole, and certainly 
so, with a view to the crisis of the mo- 
ment, which could not wait the slow return 
of any long and circuitous method. The il- 
lustration used by an hon. gentleman, ‘the 
other night (Mr. Fox,) was so happy, that it 
might seem almost to be conclusive. If the 
question was of instructing a person tho- 
rougbly in the knowledge of any language, 
you would begin, of course, by the usual 
methods, and as the first step, ground 
him well in his accidence. Bat if the callwas 
pressing, and the time limited, andthe o¢- 
casion such as required no profound or critf- 
cal knowledge, but so much acquaintance 
only with the current language as might suf- 
fice for the purposes of a-journey or a short 
tour, you would be intent'upon teaching first 


the most. necessary words and phrases, atid 


proceed to other things as‘time and oppor- 
tunity might allow. In the present instance 
he was satisfied, that not merely on» ar- 
count of the urgency of the occasion; but 
from the nature of the subject, another aed 
more simple kind of training, was that which 
ought to have been adopted.~ But at all 
events, and under whatever mode -of train- 
ing, the form aud constitution of the corps 
i 3 2 
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should have been such, as not to interfere 
with the supply of other more regular and 
more important services. If it was too late 
to provide entirely against the continvance 
ef the evil at that tinie incurred, care should 
at least be taken that it was not increased 
in juture. Whatever was due to the volun- 
teers in point of good faith must be’strictly 
fulfilled. To what extent that went he was 
not prepared to say. But nothing certainly 
could require, that~ exemptions’ should: be 
extended to those who might’ enter from 
that time forwards, and no such exemp- 
tions, thezefore, ought on any account to be 
granted. 

Mr. Erskine—TI have listened, Sir, to the 
right hon. gent.-under the gallery (Mr. Pitt) 
with much attention ; to most of his senti- 
ments respecting the volunteers with, perfect 
satisfaction, and certainly if ever there was 
a subject which more than another claims 
the attentive consideration of Parliament, it 
is that which now forms the matter in dis- 
éussion, and which involves the means of 
providing for the defence of the empire. At 
the same time, I cannot ‘help observing, that 
to a mind less enlightened than that of the 
right hon. gent. on the lower bench (Mr. 
Windham), it ought to have occurred, that 
this was a subject which ought to be discus- 
Sed with moderation and temper; that the 
House was called upon to deliberate upon 
measures for,the security of the country; and 
that it was net quite becoming in any mem- 
ber, under such circumstances; to enter into 
vain and splenetic criticisms on the past. 
Whatever may have been the imperfections 
of the volunteers, it cannot be maintained, 
by any sober thinking mind, that this is a 

vmoment at which they ought to be disband- 
ed. Does the right hon. gent. mean to re- 
commend that these valuable troops should 
be dismissed, and that our defence should be 
left entirely to the care of the regular‘army ? 
Is it possible that he can seriously urge any 
thing so exceptionable, so absurd? and yet, 
if such ate not his views, why persevere in 


depreciating the volunteers, in endeavouring 


to make them think little of themselves, and 
to make the enemy despise them. What- 
ever the object of the right hon. gent. may 
be, certain it is, that the tendency of his 
language is to encourage the attempt of in- 
vasion, and to depress the spirit of those who 
@re ready to oppose it.. Really it is difficult 
fo understand the views of the right. hon. 
gent. Does he reflect upon the probable 
consequences of his conduct? or does he 
mean to uiter opinions in that House, in or- 


‘der to encourage others te publish out of | 
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it the same opinions, and write in suppoy 
of them ? “e 
Mr. Windham here called the bon. geat 
to order, and told him, that before he vege 
tured to state any thing iu tha ~ a9 
fact applying tou any memb: whtetg 
have taken care to asceriain how far it wy 
well founded. . 
Mr. Erskine continued:—I assert, Sir, 
that the sentiments of the mght hon. gent: 
are likely co be productive of great mischief 
and hold out an encouragement to the licens 
ser of the press. Indeed, from what | hay 
heard of the right hon gentleman's observa 
tions, | apprehend that any man who shoold 
dare to print what the right hon. gentle 
man said, would be guilty of a misde 
meanour. I apprehend that the man who 
would disparage the whole military force of 
his country, who would consider it as ing 
state of the greatest danger, and who would 
maintain that all we have done for our coum 
try is only likely to involve us in ruin, and 
is founded on a system so mistaken in if 
principles as to Jead to destruction rather 
than to safety—such a man, I say, is a fit 
object for animadversion and censure. Ip 
not mean to say, that the right hon. gentle 
man’s sentiments in that Houseare cognit 
able in a court of law, but that the repetis 
tion of such remarks out of doors would b 
subject to reprehension. The first matter] 
take into consideration is this:—we are t 
see what the situation of the country wi 
when war was declared against France. Out 
military force was not then sufficient to pit 
the country in a state of security ; consi 
the immense armies of France, and the det 
misg@mppn of the person at the head of the 
Pr government to use means for our de 
struction which never were carried so neat 
into effect as those that now threaten the 
country. At the time when the war com 
menced it was necessary, as we could no 
foresee whether the attempt would be made, 
that we should receive the voluntary offe# 
of persons coming forward for the general 
defence. The right hon. gent. says he cot 
siders this as an armed democtacy. I cat 
not conceive how it is an armed dem 
when it consists of all ranks of men, am 
some of the greatest and most opulent mea 
in the country, all of whom receive cote 
missions from the crown. When compte 
sory measures are resorted to, the men maf 
desert; when you take men by force ino & 
the field, you cannot have the same reliane 
upon them as when their efforts are spottie 
neous and free. By the present system 
the influences of society are bound up toe 
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ther; each man is as much “pledged to his 
eompanions in arms as he is to his King and 
Gountry ; edch man feels he would disho- 
poor himeelf. if, after having volunteered his 
services, he should depart from the sacred 
pledge he had given. On the contrary, if 
Jed out. by force, he might say, I gave no 

ge, | was dragged to the standard; bat 
coming forward of his own accord, his ho- 
pour, chracter, and consistency are interest- 
ed, and impel him to conduct himself in 
goch a manner as his pledge demands. With 
fegard t» the situation of volunteer- corps, 
fo man can say that a system which extends 
tothe whole population of the country is not 
pecessarily attended with some difficulty. 
No man -can say, we are not ina choice of 
difficulties ; but the question is this, and I 


* feel myself much in unison with the right 


hon. gent. over the way (Mr. itt), at least 
with a very small «hadow of difference. The 
fight hon. gent. is a friend to the volunteer 
system, and he has furnished a proof himself, 
and by his own example, that-it is not ne- 
¢essary to do what he recommends. I an- 
derstand he has aequired considerable mili- 
tary knowledge, and has conducted his corps 
toa high state of perfection.’ 1 apprehend, 
itdoés not require so. much military skill for 
the inferior situations of the army as many 
seem to imagine; you must have persons 


- gecustomed to the forms and manceuvres so 


a to-be able to teach the duty of a soldier, 
You must take care in the choice of officers, 
fot to appoint those who consider the dis- 
tinction as a matter of vanity, and not as a 
pledge of duty; but it does not appear to 
me that it requires such a degree of ymili- 
tary skil) in the lower orders of the atimy as 
to call on government to put itself to such 
in expense as is proposed, It is supposed, 
that peasantry, if armed, would do all that 
is necessary for the light infancry service. 
Though I do not profess much knowledge 
ofa military life, having been at an early 
period only in a subaltern capacity, yet I 
do know you cannot acquire and put in ex- 
tution those manceuvres which constitute 
the excellency of light infantry, without 


being acquainted with the manauvres of the 


line, It is a system by which you learn to 
throw yourself@into apparent irregularity, 


‘Which shall be perfect regularity. It is sup- 


posed the minutize of regularity is unneces- 
I deny that there is any thing the 
Wlunteers are invited to do, for the purpose 
of being brigaded and formed, which is not 

tely essential in the practice of war. I 
Would ask any gentleman who is a soldier, 
Whether it would be possible to lead a 


‘Sorps into action, unless it was able, with 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. .12.——Report. on the Army Estimates, 








| 


(18i# 


precision, and without confusion, to form lines 
intocolumns, to make it increase or dimi« 
nish, change front, and alter the position in 
any way which might be necessaty. fot 
actual service. All this knowledge lie’ 
in a narrow compass, it is easily learnt by 
degrees, it may be taught by serjeants, and 
when it is taught, every thing mast depend 
on the competency of the person. I have no 
reason tothink that the volunteer corps are 


| not capable of performing the most essential 


| have the choice of all the officers, 
| introduce a field officer, by the invitation 


service, if they are kept up with the respect 
due to them, and if they are treated with 
the regard to which their exertions entitle 
them. I, for one, should have no objec- 
tion to receiving any field officer ; but there 
is this difficulty, it is said, the commanding 
should invite the appointment of the field 
officer. Now -it ouglit to be considered that 
he has no authority to do so, without sub- 
mitting the proposition to his men, who 
If yoa 


of the colonel, without consulting the corps, 
you break in upon the choice which the 
men originally had. However, as there is 
no proposition of this sort, I forbear com- 
menting on it. We are here on the volun- 
teer system itself. The question is, whether 
we are toabandon it or limit it? Whether 
we are to admit we are wrong ; and that 
all our efforts have not. benefited the couti- 
try.—With regard to another point, it does 
not strike me that: the military profession 
will be at all injured by this system. The 
officers of volunteer corps have no perma- 
nent rank; though they have the titles of 
colonel, Jieutenant‘colonel, captain, and 
lieutenant, they are merely to give respect, 
and confer no rank. I should think, that sd 
far from these titles giving offence to gentle- 


| men of the profession, the army must feel 
| the greatest satisfaction at the idea, that in- 


stead of not being well supported, instead of 
having their front to the enemy and disaffec- 
tion in their rear, they are surrounded by 
the whole country, affording them every as 
sistance they can require; for Jet me ask, 
what weuld an army, brave as it is, do, if 
columns of the enemy were to land in De- 
vonshire, Sussex, Hampshire, and other 
counties at the same time ? Coulda regular 
army stop their progress without infinite 
mischief? Is it not then of advantage to 
have the imhabitants of the country, not @ . 
low rabble, but in all their gradations, vo 
lantarily armed in aid of the army, their 
officers accepting their commissions from 
the crown, and much of this force acung 
without reeeiving any emolument whatever, 
Lam ready to admit that great evils may 
« BEt2 
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attend this system, but-while you have such 
an enemy, with such a population, with such 
arms, and with such a determination to de- 
stroy this country, it is the, best means of 
defence that can be resorted to. The great 
object of the volunteer system is, that the men 
may acquire, not the same discipline as the 
regular army, not the same steadiness, not 
the sam* experience, not the same firmness, 
but at least tothe spirit and feeling of soldiers, 
that regularity acquired by constant habits of 
discipline, which is necessary to enable them 
to give efficient support to the army. If we 
desired ‘you to discourage the army, and 
to look, to the volunteer system only, then 
I admit that many of the arguments opposed 
to the volunteer system would be properly 
opposed ; but the question is, whether it is 
‘pot a most fortunate circumstance for the 
country, that of the people, by a glorious and 
Spontaneous effort, coming torward as one 
man; and submitting to every privation for 
the. purpose of giving that protection for 
which they have been appealed to? The 
gvestion is, whether it would have been 
ptudent in his Majesty's government not to 
have received the offers of the volunteer 
corps, and whether they would have been 
justified had they not limited the system in 
the manner they have done. It would have 
-been dangerous to have accepted every offer, 
as it would have prevented that force from 
being supplied which is indispensably neces- 
sary ; but with regard to those which have 
been accepted, I think it would be the 
teatest calamity if the volunteers were to 
‘relax their diligence, and not do every thing 
to accomplish themselves for the important 
duties they have undertaken to perform. . I 
Shall be glad to hear avy proposition that 
will enab'e them more effeetuaily to perform 
it. However, what I 1ose principally for, 
-was to staie to the House, that I apprehend 
we are not here to consider what: would have 
- been betier ; but. whether, in the state the 
country is, it is prudent to discharge the vo- 
dunteer force, to consider it as dangerous, in- 
efficacious, and useless, and to infer, that 
after all our exertions the country is in no 
degree delivered from its danger. For my 
own part, I consider the country as impreg- 
able; I look upon the volunteer force as 
that which has given pause to France. I 
admit we must not relax’ our vigilance ; 
sve must advance in discipline, and give to 
our system all the improvement of which 
it is capable; we myst avail ourselves of 
that force which. we ‘derive from the spon- 
taneous efforts of the people, which is not 
Gictated to, but takes its own‘ course, “We 
are here to determine, whether we are al- 
fogether on a wrong system, and instead of 


v 





ys 
Dstt 
putting ‘the country in a state of security, 
whether we have not exposed it to othep 
dangers; finally, whether we had not bette, 
trust to an armed peasantry to resist ay 
enemy, that every moment is acquiring ad, 
ditional vigour and strength. 1 repeat, Idg 
not profess the skill and knowledge of aq 
officer, but I do not think there is tha 
mystery in the military service which 
not be learned by men determined to by 
instructed and improved under the discipling 
of general officers, with the assistance of 
beivg inspected and brigaded. What ha 
already been done ? Was there any power 
in any officer to bring the volunteers into the 
field to be brigaded at all? Yet we haye 
seen with’ what readiness they have comg 
forward. As there was nothing inthe for, 
mation of the corps that entitled any one tg 
call out a single volunteer, with his musket 
on his shoulder, except his own officer, 
what reason is there to suppose that they 
willnot all shew the same alacrity they have 
done, if they should feel that it would be 
for their advantage ? I have only 'o. add, 
that if government give proper directions tg 
those small bodies of men, who have no field 
officers at the public expense, I see no rem 
son why the sy:tem may not be improved, 
The question is, whether we sre to retard 
our steps, repent of what we have done, 
make a new system of defence, and disparage 
the efforts of our volunteers by the adoption 
of such language in Parliament as has bees 
used this night ? 
Mr. Pitt rose in explanation : he did nd 
mean, he said, that the field officers whom 
he proposed to add to volunteer corps, should 
be placed over the commanders, but should 
be subordinate to them.—<As to the circum: 
stance of a commanding officer's applying 
to his corps for their consent, it never enter 
ed into his contemplation. He had hearl 
that night, for the first time, of a committee 
for the regulation and management of corps, 
and he had heard it with regret, as he com 
ceived that such corps could never be well 
disciplined, and could never be made either 
useful or energetic. With respect to the 
corps which he had the honour to commant, 
the fact was, that whatever superiorityal 
discipline it had acquired, it went in sap 
port of his suggestion, as it was entirely 
be attributed to the assistance of regulat 
officers of ability, whose exertions had beet 
unremitting in bringing the corps to 
state of ‘discipline.  * * i 
~ Mr. Courtenay declared that, he nevt 
heard such an extravagant speech from ths 
riglit hon. gent. (Mr. Windham), ¢ven whet 
he was a minister, as he had delivered th} 
evening ; men seldom improved in exile 
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ygance after they had been deprived of 
power 5 but such seemed to be the case 
with the — hon, gent.; however, with 
fespect to the right hon. gentleman's semi- 
ments upon the subject of the volunteers, 
jt appeared that after a great variety of dis- 
finctions and’ super-distinctions, his object 
‘was to depreciate that force, of whom two 
of the most skilful and gallant officers in the 
British service, had spoken in the highest 
terms of praise; the one, Lord Hutchinson, 
stating his opinion, that they would over- 
wheim a French army, if directed to a vi- 
gorous and prompt attack, similar to that 
which the suddenly raised levies of the 
$wiss made upon the first detachment of the 
French troops: this noble lord said, that 
if invaded, the contest with the invader 
must be short, and he would stake his life 
upon the issue of such an assault ; the ob- 
servation of Lord Moira to the Scotch volun- 
tects, was well known. Indeed, the opi- 
nions of these two celebrated generals, were 
those of all experieuced men in the country 
who had any opportunity of judging. The 
right hon. gent. stood aloue ; his sentimeut 
_was completely singular, He decided, how- 
ever, fron) theory, for had he seen the 
28.000 men who assembled in Hyde Park, 
he must hove changed his opinion But at 
thattime he was seeking the distinction of 
acommand in a volunteer corps in Norfoik 
=adistinction he argued against this even- 
ing as so mischievous. But as to demo- 
eracy, he could not help saying, that this 
was the queerest part of the right hon. gens 
tleman’s charge upon the volunteers, for he 
appealed to the House whether there was 
one other man in the country, except 
himself, who would accuse the right hon. 
gent. or ministers, of being likely to favour 
democracy. What, he would ask, would 
the right hon. gent. propose to do with the 
volunteers? Would he have them quit 
being volunteers in order to. make peasantry 
of them? and how would he provide a 
force for the defence of the country? But 
teally the right hon. gent., who was him- 
self an officer in a volunteer corps, and 
Hpiring to the rank of colonel, could not 
be serious in the objections he made to the 
volunteer institution, If he was, instead 
of applying to him the quotation “ His 
own example strengthened all his laws ;” 
Itshould be “ His own example weak- 
ened all his laws,"—-—But no doubt, as a 
Wilitaay man, he would soon have, to 
» © change his position,” which he had con- 
ttived- to do as a poitician,  “ ~However,” 
-tbserved the hon. member,. “ let the right 
‘bon. gent. change as he may, I shall con- 
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tinue to esteem the volunteers, among whom 
I should be happy to enrol myself ; and, as 
the right hon. gent. under the gallery (Mr; 
Pitt) has so well trained a corps ander his 
command, I would be glad to enter into his 
service. I have served for many years asa 
private in the ranks against him, and now I 
am ready, if the French should attempt to 
approach our shores, to offer him my ser 
vices, and hope he will accept of them, 

Dr. Laurence supported Mr. Windham’s 
arguments. On the subject of changing 
sides and doctrines, no person he said, had 
varied so much as his hon. and learned friend 
(Mr. Erskine) whospoke pow quite ip an 
opposite strain from that which he held in 
the last war. He condemned the ideas of 
military obedience which the volunteer 
corps had f.rmed. Some of them engaged 
to obey all lawful commands of iheit offi- 
cers, reserving of course to themselves the 
right of judging the legality, than which 
nothing could be more foreign to the cha- 
racter of a soldier. He did not distrust 
English valour, but he thought .half disci- 
pline a dangerous thing. He could not be 
thoroughly satisfied with a fo.ce which re- 
quired so much to be done to keep it in 
good hamour. All that had been said went 
to prove, that we shou'd have in the volun- 
teers, good-humoured soldiers, and aimable 
captains. If the great talents of the right 
hon. gent. opposite (Mr. Pitt) were not 
sufficient to make him an officer without 
experience, what was to be expected from 
others? The present enormous boznties 
were a grievous evil; and io this they were 
to be‘impsted. The learned doctor con- 
cluded with again impressing the arguments 
of his right hon. friend Mr. Windham. . 

Lord Castlereagh wished merely to state 
the fact as to the charge that the present 
military system destroyed the ordinary re- 
cruiting.— He ventured, on the general im- 
pression he had, to deny the tact.. The 
ordinary recruiting was. impaired in some 
little degree, but it was stated beyond what 
the fact would warract. Seven . thousand 
five hundred men had been received into the 
line from the Army of Reserve ; the ordi- 
nary recruiting in the same period had pro- 
duced 6.791 men, The gross aniount of 
recruits tor the line was, therefore, 14,291 
men. This was enough to remove the im- 
pression that the recruiting of the line was 
confined to the army of reserve. The res 
cruiting, compared with any former period, 
would be found not deficient. _ Last year, 
there was no recruiting for the militia, none 
for the army of reserve, aud all the.disband- 
ed men aud Scotch fencibles were .opep, 
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and there was no competition; yet no more 
had been ‘obtained for general service last 
-yeat than 7,294 men. From May to De- 
eemmber this year, there were 6,791, of 
course the difference was only 503, which 
was one-fourteenth of the whole. 

Dr. Laurence was not satistied with this 
comparison, because it did not} take exclu- 
sively the months of August, Sept. Oct. and 
Nov. in each of the years compared; be- 
€ause those were the months in which the 
Army of Reserve Bill was ballotted for, and 
when of course the high bounties for substi- 
tutes to serve in it operated. 

The Attorney General said, he should not 
make many observations on the speech ofthe 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham), although 
he should certainly make some. He didnot 
mean to cast any censure on that right-hoo. 
gent., or say thing as if any speech could be 
intended by him to give any advantage to 
the enemy over us.—He was persuaded, that 
the right hon. gent. was one of the last.in 
the House, who would use any curious,ex- 
pressions in argument for the sake of an 
advantage, or for an apparent advantage in 
debate. He was persuaded, that the right 
hon. gent. did not wish to give our enemies 
any such, or any other advantage what. 
ever; but he had frequently had occasion to 
feel, that the views which the right hon. 
gent. had of things that came-under his con- 
sideration, and the consequent menner in 
which he expressed himself, had, although 
not so intended by him, a. tendency to the 
great disadvantage of the country ; for what 
he thought most useful, what he so thought, 
or he would not say it, the Attorney- 
General thought, in many instances, most 
disadvantageous to the country. If the 
question, now before the House, was a new 
question, whether we should ‘or should not, 
adopt a mode of defence by volunieer corps, 
there were hardly any limits of criticism, to 
which we should wish to stop the right hon. 
gent. from entering; but when the volun- 
teer system had been adopted to such an 
extent as it had been, sothat it must be in 
vain for any man to hope, that any observa- 
tions could induce the House to abandon the 
system; then it did’seem to him to be not 
@ ve.y useful practice to dwell npon the de. 
fects of such a system, but on the conirary, 
jt appéared to him, that some mischief might 
result from such a practice, If the volua- 
teers were not such a force as the House 
could desire, which hedid not say was their 
description, but if, for the sake of argument, 
they were so allowed to be, could this sort 
of language respecting them be useful? On 
the contrary, he would ask, af it was not most 
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prejudicial ? The condition of the volunteg 
should be attended to, many suggestions had 
been made concerning them, and they wep 
most valuable suggestions, highly deserying 
of great consideration, as every.thing mug 
be that tended to ameliorate the condition 
of three or four hundred thousand men armel 
and associated in defence of their cou 
But the effect of the argument of the gj 
hon. gent. was to degrade the volunteers ig, 
their own eyes.+He did not say it was the 
intention, of the right hon. gent. so to dg, 
but it was. the tendency, and if assented to, 
would be the eftect of his observations 
No man could hear or read the words of the 
right. hon. gent. but must, if he gave credit 
to the observations, look upon the volunteg 
corps as a body of a very low estimation, 
Bat was that all? Let’ any one who heard 
the hon. gent. to-night, or indeed at any 
time this session, ask-himself, whether, if the 
volunteers had that respect for the opinion 
of the right hon. gent., which his opinions 
in some other matters were entitled to, they 
would have. confidence in themselves?» 
Could they have any such confidence, if the 
lenguage of Parliament, of these who. had 
encouraged them to come out for the service 
of their country, was to be on the model of 
the right hon. gent., and Parliament were t6 
say to them—** At best you will be title 
better than a rabble—you may depend upoy 
it, no useful service can be expected of you,” 
—Now, as to the corruption of which the 
right hon. gent. spoke, as being found in 
volunteer corps, the right hon. gent., in bis 
predilection to finding fault with al: volunteer 
corps, might have been able (o find out some 
of them who had behaved improperly. Bat 
was it fair,to argue against the whole of such 
an immense body as this, on account of the 
conduct of a few who might have disgraced 
themselves? The persons to whom the right 
hon. gent alluded, had been a disgrace—to 
whom ?—to themselves ; but not to the wholé 
eorps of volunteers, who were as unconnett 
ed with those persons as possible, and stood 
as distinct from them, as they did from their 
faulis. If the right hon. gent. took the chas 
racter of the volunteer corps from the-charat? 
ter of those who disgraced them, there wai 
an énd of every thing like reasoning upot 
haman affairs: as well might the right hom 
gent. go to the goal of Newgate, and insist 
upon taking out of the cel!s there, chara 
ters from which to form a general opinion 
of haman nature. ‘This was on!y an ertot 
of the right hon. gent., in his predilection 
finding fault with the volunteer system—not 
that he himself would make a bad conductor 
of a,volunteersystem; on the coutrary,! 
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qas persuaded, that if the right hon. gent. 


more active, or heartily employed in forming 


@ volunteer corps than he would. But 


if he went and told them, “ You have made 
‘me a-captain,and you are going to make me 


a colonel; but if you ask me my opinion, I 
am of no use to you, nor have I any opinion 
of you.. I know, indeed, that I am an En- 


, glishman, and that I will run against a 


bayonet ceitainly. You must run too against 
a bayonet, but that is all we can do; we 
have no skill to meet the enemy, we can 
only be destroyed.” Why, if that was to be 
the language of the right hon. gent., it would 
not be wonderful if the corps were to say, 
We do not like this gentleman ;” for if a 
man became an officer of such a corps, he 
ought not to endeavour to make them think 
meanly of themselves, but to inspire them 


- with spirit and with confidence, and that he 


could only do by shewing them that they 
were equal to what they had undertaken, 
and therefore-this doctrine of the right hon, 
gent. was‘as injurious to the corps to which 
he was attached as it was to the general sys- 
tem of the volunteer service. For the right 
hon. gent. said, that they were not only 
unfit now for what they are intended for, 
bot that they are totally incapable of be- 
coming of any utility whatever; this, he said, 
arose from the democratic nature of their 
constitution; and, in support of this, he 
read the articles of one of these bodies. 
The learned gent. said, he really did not 
know exactly to what corps the right hon. 
gent. alluded; but, he said, he himself had 

an unworthy member of a volunteer 
corps, to whom he did believe the right hon. 
gent. intended his observation to apply, but 
to which it did not apply with justice, 
Hamely, that not only the officers were 
chosen by the corps, but also that the whole 
of the military concerns of the corps were 
under the controul and management. of a 
committee. If there was any strong objec- 
tion to the formation or to the regulation of 
that corps, and if the constitution of it was 
upon a false or an improper foundation,.that 
was not the fault of the present ministers, 
because that corps was approved of under 
the administration of the right hon. gent. 
himself; but this was ap observation, that 
Occurred so frequently on the objection 
which that right hon. gent. had been in the 
habit of making since he was out of admi- 
histration, that he should not insist much 
Upon it. But he must take the liberty of 
fefating the assertion of the right hon. gent., 


' “that these committees. controled’ the mili- 


taty conserns of the corps. The fact was, 


. 


i 
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| that these committees had nothing open earth 
were to set bis mind to.it, no man would be 


to do with the military affairs of the corps, 
They were a body who conduct their own 
expenses, and all they had to do was of 
a civil natureentirely. They did not, in the 
least degree interfere with the military au- 
thority of the officers, nor with any one 
thing that was of a military nature. ‘With 
respect to the idea’ of the right hon. gent.; 
iv having what he called an armed peasantry, 
he would save the regular army nothing by 
that with regard to officers of experience, 
for the armed peasantry would as much re 
quire officers of experience as the volunteer 
corps. And-as to the objection of the right 
hon. gent. to the volunteers, on account of 
their corrupting the regulats, because the 
volunteers would not be ander martial law; 
that was an etror in the right hon. gentlex 
man’s assertion, for the moment they joined 
the regular army they would be under mar- 
tial law. The objection that the volunteer 
system tended to confusion of rank, was ill- 
founded; for, generally speaking; men “of 
rank and character were the objects of choice 
with the corps. The impediments -this sys< 
tem threw in the way of recruitidg, his 
noble friend had answered by a statement of 
facts. If there was any doubt whether @ 
volunteer would enter into the regular sers 
vice, the practice was’ in the aflirmative; 
but if any doubt existed upon that matter, 
it was, proper to remove such doubt by the 
bill which was now-in the House, and stood 
for a second reading to-night upon the sub- 
ject of Exemptions of Volunteers. Bat what 
he wished to submit to the House most of 
all was this—Did any gentleman really think 
that these armed peasantry ought to be ree 
sorted to, instead of the volunteers? Did thé 
right hon. gent. himself mean to say, that if 
he could persuade the House of Comaions 
and the other House of Parliament, and his 
Majesty to consent, that we should now 
abandon the volunteer corps, that he himself 
would propose the peasantry instead of that 
system, or had he any other system in his 
mind instead of it? If we had no volunteer 
corps there must be a compulsory levy, and 
that would be very difficult in comparison 
to this system. If a ballot were to take 
place, it should be remembered, that great 
numbers of the volunteer corps would find 
deputies, and that would impede the army 
as much as the present system can do. Now, 
if the right hon. gent. had no plan instead 
of this system of the volunteer corps, he 
would, upon reflection, perhaps, doubt the 
wisdom of the opposition he gave it. : 
Mr. Windbam denied that he had meant 
an armed democracy, to the extent alleged 
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He only. spoke of the mixture which might 
take place during the time when the volun. 
teers were not ander martial law. If he 
disapproved of the present plan, if it was not 
mecesssary, as some had insisted, to propose 
another as a substitute or amelioration. He 
did not conceive it always requisite for .hose 
who opposed plans, to have others ready for 
adoption: but were that princip'e at this 
time strictly urged against him, those who 
did so might, by references to the suggestions 
of his former speeches in that House, dis- 
cover a substitute for the present plan, He 
thus spoke bis sentiments, as he did not con- 
ceive the present measure as yet fixed and 
immuiable. 

The Secretary at War said, that in answer 
to a fact, which had been stated by a learned 
gentleman, that the operation of the army 
of reserve had injured recruiting for the re- 
gular service during the months it operated, 
he had to state, that upon a comparative view 
ef the months from July to November, the 
recruiting for the regular army had been 
greater than in the year 1802, notwithstand- 
ing all the advantages of that year by the re- 
etuiting service having the. monopoly of it 
then, and also that the two militia and Scotch 
‘ fencibles had been discharged, and in the 
present year the army of reserve had so 
operated. 

The question was then put and carried, 
and all the resolutions of the Committee 
were read and agreed to. 

{Votunresr Exemption BiLt.] —On 
the motion for the second reading of the 
Volunteer exemption Bill, : 

Dr. Laurence said that some misapprehen- 
gion existed about the exemptions with re- 
spect to the volunteers who had not been ac- 
cepted before the 23d of July. They were 
told originally they could not have the exemp- 
tions, and they gave their services without 
expecting them. But now, as the exemp- 
tions were given to others in their situation, 
it was fair they should have the option. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, that all volun- 
teer corps, whose services had been accepted, 
at whatsoever time, and who conformed to 
ptovisions prescribed, weie entitled to the 
exemptions, except those who expressly de+ 
clared them in their offers. 

In answer to an observation from Mr. 
Rose, as to the number of days of exercise, 
Mr. Sec. Yorke said, he proposed to fill the 
blank with 24 days 

The bill was read a second time, and 
committed for Monday. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
‘ Tuesday, December 13: 


(Mrnvures.}—The East India Bond Bill, 
the Seaman's Desertion Bill, and others 
were read a third time and passed. —The 
Expiring Laws Bul, the Sugar Drawbagk 
Bill, &c. &c, were committed and reported, 

[Bank RESTRICTION BILL.]—U 
the motion for the third reading of the Bank 
Restriction Bill, } 

Lord Grenville said, he had already ex 
pressed his surprise at this Bill having betg 
read a second time, without notice, the day 
after it came up to that House. He thought, 
that on the whole, it was best at the pres 
sent moment to continue the Bank Restrige 
tion; but this was not a step to be taken 
with indifference, or to be forwarded asa 
matter of course through its various stages; 
it was, on the SON a great evil; ne 
cessary, perhaps, in such a crisis as the pres 
sent, but well worthy of the most serious 
attention of Parliament.’ It had been first 
proposed as a measure merely temporary, 
to cet a momentary but very alarming dam 
ger; as such it had, he thought, been high: 
ly beneficial. But it had been attended 
with the mischief inseparable from all mea 
sures of the same description. The funda 
mental principle of all governments on this 
subject ought to be, that credit and circula, 
tion, if undisturbed by legislative interles 
rence, will invariably find their own level 
Whenever any Lemporary purpose (as must 
sometimes happen) induces a departure 
from this principle, the misfortune is, that 
the first deviation too commonly leads to the 
necessity of a second, and so necessarily 
until it delet almost impossible to tread 
beck the same steps, or to revert to the onl 
wise system of policy on the subject. So 
happened in this case. The measure adopt 
ed in the first instance to meet a moment 
purpose had afterwards been roloaall 
(perhaps unavoidably) till the conclusion of 
that war; and even now, though he le 
mented the effects of that prolongation, he 
hardly ventured to decide that the opinion 
of Parlisment had in that instance been 
wrong. Next caine the peace, so very like 
war, that its authors themselves had bees 


afraid. to depart from the war rapie 


had he himself then opposed its rene 


convinced as he was, that the pretended 


state of peace was a real state of war ill 
every thing, except in the power of prow 
ding for self-defence, and for the protectio 
of our own interest. To venture such: 


step in the present moment, at least wilt 
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out much preparation, would doubtless b 
dificult and hazardous. But he. was not 
ually convinced, that it was wise to de- 
clare beforehand that the restriction should 
continue during the whole of this war, en- 
{ertaining, as he confessed he did, some 
doubt whether it ought to have been con- 
tinued to the end of the last war, and still, 
more, whether it should be prolonged at the 
peace. He was afraid that there was now 
growing up in this country a most mistaken 
apathy on the subject. Many persons be- 
lieved that the continuance of the restric- 
tion had hitherto produced no inconve- 
nience, and that there was therefore no 
danger in prolonging it almdst indefinitely. 
Both parts of this opinion were, he thought, 
extremely erroneous. Much evil, he was 
‘persuaded, had already been produced by 
the measure, however necessary at the time 
of its adoption; and every day’s continu- 
ance augmented, in a rapid proportion, both 
the extent of the evil and the difficulty of 
its removal,—That, during the continuance 
of this measure, our paper circulation, both 
Bank and private paper, had infinitely in- 
creased, no-man was ignorant of. He was 
afraid it might be shewn, that this was a 
necessary consequence of the measure it- 
self. The power of converting paper into 
cash at the will of the holder, was the only 
safe limitation that ever could exist upon 
the issue of paper, and, if left to its free 
operation, it was a limitation that might 
safely be relied on, All other limitations 
were arbitrary, depending on the uncertain 
speculations of individuals upon points 
which no speculations ever can decide with 
accuracy. It was said that, if the Bank had 
hot increased its circulating paper since the 
restriction, no mischief can have arisen from 
it, No position can be more fallacious. In 
the first place, the Bank paper has in fact 
increased; but, even if this had not hap- 
pened, the argument would still be of no 
weight. If private paper has during that 
period been greatly augmented, it is plain 
that the whole proportion of paper to cash 
In circulation has been changed, and that 
this change has equally taken place, whe- 
ther the increase has arisen in Bank paper 
@ in private paper. The restraint upon 
the Bank must necessarily give some in- 
Ceased encouragement to the issue of pri- 
vate paper, because, for private paper, cash 
May legally be demanded, for Bank paper 
itcannot; and if, by these or any other 
Means, the proportior. of private paper be 
a increased, there must obviously be 
stoom for the circulation even for the 


fame quantity as before of Bank paper ; and 
Vox. IV. 


wholly indifferent to the greater. 
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there is therefore much more reason to ape © 
prehend that the issue is too large, when it 
appears that instead of remaining at the 
same amount, the quantity of Bank paper 
has also been very much increased. The 
actual increase of private paper, @ fact 
which no one could dispute, was the parti« 
cular circumstarice to which Lord G. said, 
he principally wished to call the attention 
of the House.—“ Paper (he said) now 
forms in this country the principal medium 
of circulation between man and man, not 
as formerly in commercial transactions only, 
but now in all the ordinary dealings of life. 
In times of perfect security and public cons 
fidence, even this might happen to a con- 
siderable ‘extent without much inconve- 
nience; and so long as the natural opera- 
tions of demand and supply were allowed 
to control it, though some excess might oc- 
casionally take place, yet experience shews 
ed, that any such evil would speedily core | 
rect itself. The tide might ebb and flow, 
but no permanent interruption would arisé 
from it to the stream of national pfosperity. 
The case is widely different how. Weare 
called upon to provide against the danger 
of a sudden alarm, sich as must arise if a 
country so long unused to the tread of a 
hostile foot should even for the shortest in- 
terval become the theatre of war. But we 
are discharging this duty in 4 mdst inade- 
quate and ‘insufficient manner. We are 
providing for the smaller evil, but seem 
We are 
guarding against the consequences of any 
sudden run upon the Bank in a moment of 
alarm; but we take no consideration of the 
effect of a similar alarm on ‘that mass of 
aban paper, which constitutes so much 
arger a proportion of the circulating me- 
dium of the country. The stability of the 
Bank has been guaranteed to its creditors 
by repeated parliamentary examinations ; 
and when we restrain it by law from fulfil- 
ling its ehgagements with them, we have 
given a fresh pledge of public faith that 
they shall suffer no loss by that provistone 
But what will be the case of private paper? 
Let the House represent to itself the situa- 
tion of a Bank, established perhaps in the 
very town to be first attacked, and the 
state of the surrounding district, whose cit- 
culation consists perhaps almost exclusively 
of that paper. What means will such a 
Bank possess to satisfy even the ordinary 
demands upon it? How much would those 
demands in such a case be increased? And 
what would be the state of such a district, 
if to all the other evils of war were added 
the sudden annihilation of its whole circu- 
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‘ 
lating medium? Already are we told. from 
‘authority, that there appears in the country 
an eagerness to collect, or, as it is insidious- 
y called, to hoard cash. In times of scar- 
city the ignorant are taught to’ clamour 
against the farmer and the cornfactor, who, 
by collecting and preserving grain, afford 
toa country its only security against famine. 
By the salutary provision of nature, the 
measures which individuals take in such 
cases for their own securily and: benefit, 
constitute in their aggregate the security 
and advantage of the community itself.’ In 
the same manner (it might appear pa- 
radoxical, but if a paradox, it was one 
‘which he held in common with all en- 
lightened writers on this subject) the best 
security against a total want of circulating 
medium in the time of our utmost need, 
would be found in the necessity, which'per- 
sons in the middling classes of life already 
feel, of providing beforehand for such an 
occasion, How, indeed, could it be ex- 
pected, that when a man of that description 
joins the volunteer ranks, and serves his 
country in the field, he should leave his fa- 
mily to rely entirely, and for their daily 
bread, on the paper of a private banker, 
whose counting-house may be at that very 
moment occupied by the enemy.—The 
steps taken by such individuals to. make 
provision for this case, must then of neces- 
sity produce at this time an increased de- 
mand for specie; that demand wwill in this, 
as in every other article, producean increas- 
ed value; and, ‘unless the nature of things 
be inverted, the increased value must, in 
its ture, produce an increased supply. He 
was therefore beyond measure astonished 
to hear that, in some other place, this con- 
duct in persons of sucha description had 
been spoken of as‘a fit subject of reproach 
and censure; and that this opinion had pro- 
ceeded from a quarter which ought to be of 
the highest authority in matters of this na- 
ture. Such language could have no other 
tendency in this case (as in that to which 
he had already likened it) than to raise po- 
puwar odium, and to excite popular tumult, 
against men who used their own discretion 
in disposing of their own property. If it 
were fit fo censure such a dispusition, it 
must be essential to endeavour to prevent 
it, There were two precedents in history 
which might be resorted to for this pur- 
pose; two cases where, in support of an 
excessive issue of paper, government’ had 
regulated by | 
‘which each individual should be suffered to 
retain. Those were the Mississippi scheme, 
" andthe scheme of the assignats, In both 


law the quantity of specie - 
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instances the measure had immediately gy. 
nihilated the paper it was intended to stipe 


port. He had no fear that the same prin. 
ciple, by whatever authority it had been 


countenanced, would be acted upon to the 
same extent in. this country ; but he mag | 
take the liberty to say, that, in so far ag jt | 


was followed up, either in speech or action, 
exactly in that proportion the public credit 
was affected and injured: by it. The dan. 


.ger of sugh a shock to private paper, as he 


had stated, in the case of invasion, was not 
to be guarded against by such language 
which had no other tendency than to im 
crease that danger. Neither was it one 
which, on the other hand, it was prudent 
or safe for us to. overlook. The wretched 
policy of neglecting necessary precautions 
for fear of creating just alarm began now 
to be sufficiently understood. In every in. 
stance in which it was resorted to, it al ways 
would produce the same effects as had ak 


ready been so fatally experienced from it, 


Yet, by the present bill, while we confey 
the nature of the danger, the slightest 
glance at the proportion which private pa 


per bears to that of the Bank will shew how 


far we are from providing for its extent, 
Those who at.all understand the subject 
know that the Bank paper possesses a sta 
bility not to be shaken but by such a’ total 
subversion of the country as no Englishman 
wishes to survive. Yet we think ourselte 
obliged to protect even this corporation, 
resting on such immutable pillars of sect 
rity, against the danger of sudden pressure 
from temporary alarm. Shall we then 
wholly overlook the private paper, so much 
greater in extent, and so much less secure 
its stability ? The ‘ultimate security of the 
paper issued by the country banks now e& 
tablished in every corner of this island 
might be as perfect as that of the Bank it 
self. The facility which they give in ord: 


hary times to the commercial transactions 
| of the country is unquestionable. 
man can look without the most serious ap | 


But no 


prehension at the temporary effect whith 
the first moment of actual invasion might 


‘produce on those local establishments; a 


the extent to which such an evil might 


spread; or at ‘the consequences which tt 


might produce, in a country whose circula- 
tion is almost entirely composed of papeh 
To represent this danger to, Pariameml 
even if no remedy for it occurred to the 
person stating it, would not only be# 
blameless, but a laudable ‘and prope 


discharge of public duty, When te 


subject’ was brought under the consider 


ation of Parliament arid the public, 
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its ionportance engaged their attention, the 
wisdom and experience of men mach more 
conversant than he pretended to be, would 
doubtless suggest every remedy or precau- 
tioy which the nature of the case admitted ; 
suggestions which might well escape the re- 
searches of individuals far superior to him in 
Jwowledge or ability. But if the subject 
should continue to be wholly disregarded, 
‘overlooked by negligence, or put out of 
sight by hopeless despondency, the evil 
‘would come upon us at the last; it would 
overtake usin the midst of difficulty and 
distress, when precaution would be too late, 
and remedy impossible! He therefore earn- 
¢atly recommended, after the recess, if it 
‘could not be done before, that Committees 
might be named by Parliament, to take this 
suvject into the most serious and attentive 
consideration. Tosuch Committees it would 
naturally belong to suggest those remedies, 
which, on full discussion and consultation 
with men experienced in such matters, 
might appear most practicable and useful. 
Any suggestions of his would in the present 
moment be prematire, and certainly must 
be in a great measure crude and undigested. 
Bat he by no means despaired of seeing the 
most beneficial consequences result from 
sich an investigation. Two objects it 
would naturally have in view. The first to 
reintroduce into the circulation of the coun- 
try sach a quantity of coin as might at least 
suffice for the ordinary dealings of life; that 
cola which was now vanished by the exces- 
sive issues of paper of all descriptions, no 

longer checked by the natural limitation, 

that of being immediately convertible into 

cash.: ‘The next object naturally would be, 

to provide, as far as possible, tor the stabi- 

lity and credit, even during the existence of 
attual invasion, of “such paper as would still 

continue to circulate. These objects would 

both of them, as he apprehended, best be 

obtained, by recurring, not suddenly nor 
abruptly, but by well considered gradations, 

and with every possible attendant precau- 

tion that the wisdom of man could devise, 
fo that first principle by which alone paper 
issues can be limited, and on which it alone 

can securely rest, naincly, the power, of their 
immediate conversion into cash. He spoke 
on this subject with all the distrust of his 

own opinion, which he ought to feel; bat 
at least he spoke not without much consider- 
_ ation of the question ; and the conviction of 

his own mind was, that this was the end to 
‘be kept invariably in view, to be accelerated 
. @could be found consistent with prudence 
and due regard to public safety, and to. be 
~ Considered as the only fundamental cause of 
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the evils now felt or apprehended, With 
respect to the paper, if résting’on a solid 
foundation of ultimate solvency, it might be 
provided for by some mutual guarantee, so 
far removed from the scene of immediate 
alarm, as to place the security of the holder 
far beyond the reach of any danger merely 
local. He remembered to have heard it said 
many years ago by Mr. Burke, a man whose 
words and thoughts were well calculated to, 
leave a lasting impression on their hearers, 
« That the effect of the system of credit in 
this country was such as to make the whole 
commercial and monied interest of Great 
Britain joint proprietors and co-partners in 
the whole mass of capital existing in the 
country.” In some sense this was undedbt- 


| edly loose; and as these extensive interests 


had the benefit of such a partnership, so it 
must be added that ‘they were not wholly 
exempt from its risks. They had a/? an im- 
mediate interest in upholding the credit of 
all; and he did not despair, that, by exami- 
nation and discussion, a system might be 
framed, in which the paper of individuals or 
private houses might, if resting on a sure 
and due foundation, be supported to a Timit- 
ed extent, by some extensive and reciprocal 
guaranice against the effects of sudden 
alarm; and to such a voluntary association, 
formed under the direction of Parliament, 
and countenanced by its authority, there 
might or might not be added, as should on 
the whole be judged expedient, some addi 
tional securi‘y from.the intervention of the 
pablic. In his own mind, he had followed 
these ideas further, and pursued them into 
some detail; but he wished not to trouble 
the House at this time with any discussion 
of them. No man felt more strongly the 
difficulty and delicacy of the whote subject. 
No man more sincerely distrusted his own 
judgment upon it: but, impressed as he was 
with its importance, satisfied that if we were 
unprepared in this respect, all naval and all 
military- preparation, however extensive, 
would be inadequate to the safety ef the 
country; he had done his duty in calling the 
attention of Parliamentto the question. He 
had no doubt that’ the danger of leaving it 
unexamined was infinitely greater than any 
danger that could, by any possibility, arise 
from the examination of it; and it would - 
therefore be offering an insult to the under- 
standings of the House, if he delayed them 
by any farther explanation, of the motives 
with which he brought it forward. He 
could have no interest in increasing the pub- 
lic danger. If this evil could not be avoid- 
ed, we must prepare ourselves to meet it 
with resolution, But such a shock as. the 
*Ggg2 
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sudden depreciation of the whole circulatory . 


medium of a country, and this too in a mo- 
ment of invasion, must, in its consequences, 

_ overwhelm all men, of whatever descriptions 
or situations in the country. He was confi- 
dent that diligence, wisdom, and firmness, 
would avert this, and every other danger 
of the country; but this could only be done 
by ascertaining the nature and extent of the 
evils with which we were menaced. This 
bill was iself a proof that the subject of 
public credit was not thought unfit for 
public discussion, or incapable of parliamen- 
tary provision ; and the matters he had now 
brought before the House were nothing else 
than different branches of the same extensive 
subject. 

Lord Hawkesbury then rose, and spoke 
nearly as follows :—I rise, my lords, to offer 
some remarks in reply to what has fallen 
from the noble lord who has just sat down, 
In some of the general principles which he 
has stated, I most certainly cannot but agree 
with him, though I cannot concur in his 
application of them, in the present instance. 


And, indeed, in listening to some parts of | 


his lordship’s speech, it was difficult for me 
to recognize the words of one who had so 
great a share in proposing this measure ori- 
givally. That the proportion of paper in 
circulation to the amount of the specie ought 
to be left to find its own natural Jevel, and 
that, except in some particular situations, it 
will, when left to itself; find its natural level, 
is a principal in political economy, that 
no one can be hardy enough in the present 
day to controvert. I agree, therefore, that 
legislative interference, or any sort of inter- 
ference, ought, if possible, to be avoided ; 
bot at the same time circumstances may oc- 
‘eur, and his lordship has admitted that this 
may be the case, when the good to be deriv- 
ed from such a measure far overbalances the 
evils that may be consequent upon it. When 
this bill was originally brought into Parlia- 
ment, there were a few who were not at all 
’ convinced of the necessity of it; these, how- 
ever, were but very few. Others were a- 
ware of its magnitude and importance, yet 
still thought that, under the then circum- 
stances of menaced invasion, very like our 
present situation, a run apon the bank, in 
consequence of the alarm, might be attended 
with the most pernicious consequences, and 
therefore joined in giving their vote for the 
proposed restriction. I also had turned my 
attention to the subject, and I will fairly 
own that.the difficulties with which it was 
surrounded pressed heavily on my mind, and 
one of the chief of these was, that a prece- 
dent might thus be established, which could 
in its consequences be attended with no be. 
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neficial effects, I, however, upon mature de, 
liberation, was convinced that under all the 
circumstances of the case, the restriction wy 
necessary.” It was afterwards thought expe 
dient to continue the operation of the ag 
during the whole course of the last war, ‘At 
the close of the war the Government of th 
country thought it necessary, upon several 
grounds, that the restriction should be com 
tinued for one year, subsequent to the com 
clusion of the treaty of peace. But althou 

I so far agree with the noble lord in the 
neral principle, thar it is proper to avoidal 
interference in those things, which, by the 
own natural operations, will find their jug 
level, I am by no means prepared to admit 
that these consequences have resulted from 
the restriction upon the bavk, which he hy 
ascribed to it, or that such consequences a 
to be dreaded. It will, perhaps, be in the 
recollection of all, that previous to the lag 
war, and four years before the original pay 


| sing of this bill, the quantity of paper bal 


increased to an enormous degree. This'ne 
turally arose from the extensive speculation 
and:commercial enterprize of the county, 
These, along with the improvements in agri 
culiure, the spirit of adventure, the riche 
and growing population of the nation brought 


a quantity of paper into circulation above ity] 


just proportion to the amount of cash. The 
very means by which our power and wealth 
were improved, therefore gave rise to a soft 
of artificial capital, which was certainly a 
evil, but an evil that must of necessity be 
endured, as it arose from such a cause, 
These, it evidently appeared, were the causes 
of the great proportion of paper in circulé- 
tion, and to these causes the evil, if it were 
an evil, for there are considerable differences 
of opinion on that point, is to be traced te 
ther than to the operation of the bill in ques 
tion. His lordship has adverted to what wa 
said in another place, (the House of Com 
mons) with respect to laying up cash at this 
time, or, asithas been generally called, hoard 
ing, by a certain hon. gent. high in adminit 
tration (Mr. Addington). I sincerely agret 
with the noble Jord, and it has'been, as lt 
has stated it, the opinion of the most emi 
nent and luminous writers on political ete 
nomy, that laying up any commodity in time 
of a scarcity of that commodity, is a corre 
tive of the scarcity. No one now that pre 


tends ta be at all conversant with the sok™ 


ject, but knows the ignorance of those po 
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pular clamours which in times of genera 


scarcity are raised against the cornfactor afd 
the farmer, who are, in fact, the only instr 
ments by which countries visited with scat 


b city are preserved from absolute famine 


But the noble lord has certainly mistaken tit 
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‘of the bill. 
stood, as not either according to, or abso- 
fotely denying the plan to which he has ad- 


1683) 
(gnse in which the words to which he allud- 
ed were applied. In another place, a cen- 
gore, and a just censure, was meant to be 
‘gast-npon those individuals, who were so de- 
fective in their patriotism as in the present 
moment to hoard up their money and keep 
jtout of general circulation, from a want of 
confidence in the security of their country ; 
godin this sense the words were certainly 
ysed. Though communities, such as the 
fank, upon which the credit of the country 
depended, ought certainly to keep as much 
qash as is adequate to the demands of the 
pation, and hoarding therefore is proper in 
them, the case I apprehend is very different, 


gsfar as it respects individuals.—Now with 
gespect to the proposals of the noble lord as 


to the appointment of a committee ; the no- 
ble lord has not brought forward these in 
form, nor as objections to the present passing 
I desire therefore to be under- 


verted. 1 agree with him, that some parti- 
colarly important evils may, even in times of 


danger and alarm, be brought forward under 


peculiar circumstances, and proposed to the 
consideration of Parliament though the person 


‘who does thus bring them forward, cannot, at 


the time, suggest to his own satisfaction any 
full and adequate remedy. The first remedy 
which he suggests to the evil which he thinks 


‘to arise from the Bank's restriction, is, that 


the Bank should gradually, and with much 


‘prodent forethought be made to resume its 


payments in specie. If, however, the evil 
does not arise from this cause, but from the 
other causes which I have already mentioned, 
viz. the increasing commerce and agricul- 


‘tore of the country, it follows that this re- 


medy wiil not avail for correcting that evil. 
But the noble Jord will also recollect, that 


‘though under all circumstances his Majesty's 
‘government had thought it advisable to pro- 


pose the passing of this act during the whole 
course of the present war, the act may still 
be repealed by Parliament, if previous to 
that time, the necessity that at present exists 
thould by any means be done away. I can 


“assure the noble lord, that this subject has 


Not been left unnoticed by his Majesty's 
goveroment.— Now, to examine the other 
femedy, which he suggests for giving greater 
security to public credit. I suppose his 

hip means: that something of the same 


“Mature should be resorted to as that sort of 
“plan which was adppted in 1793, of giving 


anim government paper and security to such indi- 


“Yiduals‘as could prove to the satisfaction of 


aCommittee that they had real and solid 


Poperty to the amouat. I was not at the time | 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 13.<—Bank Restriction Bill. 


| only by the most ursent necessity. 





[1834 


perfectly satisfied with this scheme; and 
from what has since fallen under my own 
observation, nothing short of a very strong 
necessity indeed could oblige me to give my 
assent to such a measure. I do not there-— 
fore say, that no circumstances could exist 
in which I should think the plan advisable 
to be adopted. But I know that a great 
many inconveniences, if not serious evils, 
arise from it. One of these was, that where 
great commercial bodies, or great manufac- 
tories were established, and any emibarrass- 
ment occurred among them, the proprietors 
immediately applied to Parliament for relief. 
The great inconvenience and mischief of 
this plan, therefore, was, that it gave a sort 
of security to people, which made them 
not trust to themselves, and encouraged 
them to rely upon the public security in the 
worst that could happen. I shall do the 
persons who were then, and those who are 
now engaged in the places that rendered it 
their immediate concern to attend to these 
things, the justice to say, that they gave 
every discouragement consistent with pru- 
dence and propriety to applications of this 
sort. But it is a fact, that much mischief 
would result from a scheme of this nature, 
in teaching people to rely upon public secu- 
rity instead of their own exertions. Bank- 
ruptcies might thus, in some instances, be 
prevented; bot, im the natural course of 
things, great, extensive, and: ill-founded 
speculation would bring on bankruptcies, 
which, in fact, are the natural correctives 
that apply to such evils. In such cases, there- 
fore, the public ought not to interfere. Upoa 
the whole, without giving any decided opi- 
nion as to his lordship’s remedies, I may say 
that, at present, I do not perceive that they 
apply to the evils proposed to be remedied, 
and that it appears to me, in fact, that the 
evil itself, if it be an evil, does not arise 
from the cause to which his lordship a- 
scribes it. 

Lord King said, that notwithstanding his 
objections to the present measure, and the 
general reasoning by which it was supported, 
he had been much gratified by several parts 
of the noble Secretary’s speech. He had 
heard, with very great pleasure, the noble 
lord’s distinct admission, that the principle 
of the bill was radically vicious,» his de- 
clared repugnance to all legislative jinterfe- 
rence on subjects of this nature, and his 
avowal that such measures could be justified 
Such 
public admissions, from the persons who 
proposed these measures, were highly im- 
portant at all times, but more particularly at 
present; when, from their frequent repeti- 
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tion for the last seven years, there was 
somé cause of apprehension, Jest the prac- 
tice of assenting to such acts, upon the mere 
suggestion of the minister; might acquire 
he sanction.of precedent, and become the 
regular and established usage of Parliament. 
His lordship said, that having -so often 
‘troubled ‘the House upon this subject, and 
so lately in the Committee on this bill, he 
would not now enter at large into the ques- 
tion; but eonfine himself principally to 
some of those incidental topics which had 
been introduced in the course of the. discus- 
sion. The only argument of the least weight 
which he had heard, either in or out of 
Parliament, in support of the measure, was 
the probability of great public embarrass- 
ment, from the demand upon the Bank for 
specie in case of invasion. But it was.ac- 
knowledged, that the present measure had 
already, in point of fact, produced some 
of those very inconveniencies. which were 
the objects of so much apprehension, -Com- 
plaints had been made in another plzce, that 
a large proportion of the current coin had 
been withdrawn from circulation by selfish 
individuals, whe preferred their private se- 
curity to the public welfare; and the pa- 
triotism of the country had been loudly 
called upon, to put a stop to what had been 
termed the infamous practice of boarding. 

fe entirely agreed with the noble lord who 
had opened this debate, as to the folly and 
impropriety of this vulgar and ignorant 
ciamour. 
those periods of the French revolution, when 
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| entrusted to the Bank, for an indefinite pe 


to assist the clamour which was taj 


against those who chose to keep a part gf 
their property in the form cf coin, or wh 
in the present circumstances of the county 

oH 


preferred specie to any other commodity 
He thought upon general principles, 
the rights of property should be respecig 
and that the public interest regarded 
those rights should be as free and up 
controled as possible. He was_ persuaded 


that if specie was accumulated, in any coq. 


siderable degree, in times of public alarm 
the public ditficulties and embarrassment 
would be diminished, in the same propop 
tion, when the eneaty landed and the m9. 
ment of danger actually arrived. Thea 
ble lord who had opened this debate had 
well and forcibly illustrated this position, 
by comparing what was now so much com 


plained of, to the practice of hoarding com 


in times of scarcity, where, by a proggs 
exactly,similar, the prudence of individuals 
which in tbat case also is so much the ob 
ject of popular odium, provides against and 
alleviates the calamity at the time of jj 
greatest pressure. — With respect to the mee 


sure which was now under discussion, his} 


lordship said, that the powers which wer 


_riod, were in no respect guarded against 


| abuse. 


The natural and only true limite 


| every paper currency, was the power of 


| the: holder. 
The complaint reminded him of | 


compelling payment in specie at the willdf 
- A paper currency’ not com 
vertible into specie had no rule or standard, 


| except the discretion of the persons by whom 


it was not uncommon to hear of accusations | 
of incivism, for the crime of preferring | 


French crowns and Louis dors, to the re- 
publican assignats depreciated at that time 
4 or 500 per cent. 
persons who were thus denounced, consisted 
in distrusting the good faith of the republic, 
under the guidance of those virtuous citi- 
zens and enlightened political economists, 
who composed the Committee of Public 
Safety.’ So, in the present instance, he could 
not bot think that the persons who were 
thus held forth to popular odium, were, in 
other words, accused of being so uiterly 
destitute of public spirit as to betray their 
apprehension for the fate of the country, ia 
the hands of bis Majesty's present ministers, 
Respecting the fact itself, he was inciined to 
think, that the practice of hoarding took 
place to some extent, as it was reasonable 
to suppose in critical and dangerous times ; 
and it was probably still more general in 
Ireland, in proportion to the danger of the 
country. He thought that persons in pub- 


lic situations ought not to lend their voice 


The real crime of the 


| of the currency. 


it was issued. ‘To determine the’ quantily 
of currency necessary for circulation was, # 
all cases, a difficult and delicate problem, 
A very strict attention to the pricé of bullion, 
and the state of foreign exchanges, wasalone 
capable of affording a just criterion by whieh 
the quantity could be truly ascertained, 
Without a perpetual reference to these testi, 
it was impossible to maintain the full value 
That the Bank Directos 


| had failed in the performance of this daly 
was evident, from the enornious increase il 





the quantity of their notes, and the gre 
derangements which had taken place int 
price of silver and foreign exchanges, sin 
the period.of the restriction. He said, tht 
the excessive quantity of Bank notes, 
raising the market price of silver above tlt 
Mint price, was one of .the causes of i 
present scarcity of silver coin; because 
furnished an additional temptation to f 

practice, which was thus rendered more pit 
fitable than at any former period. He statél 
it as a fact, for the truth of which he® 
pealed to those lords who represented ¥ 
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rage of Ireland, that, in consequence of 
the still greater depreciation of the currency 
of that country, the silver coin there had 


totally disappeared, and had given place to 
g most debased and counterfeit substitute, 


He should not now enlarge upon this stib- 
“geet, though it was. one of the very highest 


jmportance, since amore proper opportunity 


for the discussion would occur when the Irish 


Bank Resttiction Bill was brought into the 
Honse.—He said, that the proposal of the 


poble'lord, who had opened the debate, for 


qCommittee to take into consideration the 


jmportant questions*to which he had alind- 


ed; should' meet with his most cordial sup- 
port. “ The noble Secretary had sta'ed, that 
he was not prepared either to assent or dis- 
sent on the first mention of such a proposa); 
but asit had been requiredahat some distinct 
subject of inquiry ought to be stated, to 
induce the House to consent to such a Com- 
mittee, he would take the liberty (if it wes 
not presuming too far) to mention some of 
the topics to which the attention of a Com- 
mittee might be directed with great proprie- 
Independant of the ge- 
neral question, respecting the effect of the 
Bank restriction upon the currency of the 
two countries, there was great room for in- 
quiring into the policy of adopting a new 
system of coinage, and of new- modelling 
the regulations of the Mint. The propriety 
of deducting from the value of the coin, 
the expense of the coinage, was an altera- 
tion which had long been proposed by the 
best writers on the subject; and was one 
which he should think it right*to submit to 
the attention of the Committee. It would 
be useful also, to consider the propriety of 
adjusting the relative values of the silver 
and gold coins, according to the change 


“which had taken place in the relative values 


af those metals; an alteration of indispen- 


. able necessity, since, by the present regu- 


lations of the Mint, it had long been found 
impossible to retain any new issue of silver 
Coin in circulation. ‘lhere was, also, an- 
other object of importance which might be 
teferred to such a Committee ; he meant the 
Propriety of repealing all laws against ex- 
Porting the current coin of the country, and 
Of allowing it to be considered as a com- 
Mon article of merchandize. The laws, 
Which prohibited this, were founded in po- 
Pilar error, and formed part of a system 
Which was now universally exploded. At 
Present, when the exchange is unfavourable, 
the coin, which is necessary for paying the 
balance against us, must be melted down in 
Order to. be exported without risk of sei- 
awe, By the proposed alteration, it would 
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be exported in the shape of coin, whem the 
exchange was unfavourable, and would re- 
turn in the same state, when the exchange 
was restored to its usual and ordinary course, 
He concluded by again expressing his hopes, 
that the proposal which had been-made, for 
a Committeé to consider the various ques- 
ticns connected with the creditand currency 
of the country, would be seriously brought 
forward after the recess, and weuld be a- 
dopted by the House. 

The Marquis of Sligo rose, 4s he said, te 
confirm Lord King’s account of the badness 
of the silver coinage in Ireland. He how- 
ever denied that any transaction .of the na- 
ture alluded to by his lordship, had ever 
fallen under his observation, or was consist- 
ent with his knowledge. 

The Duke of Norfo'k did not miean at’ 
present to oppose the bill, but he remarked 
that it was too much the custom of the 
last administration to propose and carry dary- 
gerous measures, and afterwards act upon 
them as precedents. This now-had become a 
precedent, and he was sorry that, asit had 
been once enacted, this was not a time to 
repeal it. Government’ ought to be aware 
iow it passed measures of this magnitude at 
the desire of persons, by whose means they 
might become independant of Parliament. 
If ministers would, whevever the Bank 
directors pleased, come to Parliament and 
obtain a law’ to protect those directors 
against the legal demands of their creditors, 
it might be feared, that in return those 
directors might, at some time or other, give 
ministers sach aid as would enable them to 
dispense, for a time at least, with the con-~ 
currence of Parliament. 

Lord Grenville rose to explain some mis- 
statements of his positions by the noble 
Secretary of State. Particularly, he ob- 
served, he had been completely misunder- 
stood in the plan which he suggested for 
giving greater security to private paper. He 
did not at all mean that government secu- 
rity was to be given to individoals as in 
1793. His plan was this, that as the indi- 
viduals of the nation were concerned in the 
capital of the whole nation, a general plan 
should be entered upon, under the counte- 
nence of Parliament, to sappert the credit 
of any particular private bank, whose paper 
should be effected by a landing ef the ene- 
my, or any other alarm in-the place where 
it was situated. 

Lord Hawkesbrry denied, in the most 
positive terms, that the bill was introduced. 
at the request, or even at the suggestion of 
the Bank directors ; but that government had 
brought forward the measure solely from 
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their own conviction of its necessity.— 


The bill was then read a third time, and. 


after wards passed. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, December 13. 





EMinutes, }—Sir Francis Burdett moved 
the second reading of the Pancras Vestry 
and Overseers’ Bill; which was read a se- 
cond time, and referred to a Select Com- 
mittee.—Myr. Byng brought up a petition 
from certain inhabitants of the parish of 
Pancras against the bill; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the bill, and 
the petitioners ordered to be heard by 
themselves, their council or agents, against 
the bill, &d.—Lord Henry Petty moved that 
the report of the Committee on the petition 
of the Sierra Leona company of the year 
1801, be referred to the Committee appoint- 
ed toconsider their petition presented in the 
present session. Ordered.—Mr. Hobhouse 
brought up the Mutiny Bill; which was 
read a first time,. and ordered to be read a 
second time to-morrow.—Mr. Johnson pre- 
sented at the bar, from the office of the 
chief Secretary for Ireland, an acconnt of 
the amount of Bank of Ireland notes in 
circulation at the different periods men- 
tioned in the order of the House. Ordered 
to lie on the table, and to be printed.— 
Mr. Hobhouse brought up the report of the 
Committee of supply of yesterday. The 
resolutions were severally agreed to.—A 
message from the Lords informed theHouse, 
that their lordships had agreed to the fol- 
lowing bills without any amendment, viz. 
the Malt Tax, the 5,000,000 Exchequer 
Bills, the Pension Duty, the Qualifica- 
tion Indemnity, the Irish Promissory Note, 
the East-India Bonds, the Irish Sugar Draw- 
back, and the Seamens’ Desertion Bills.— 
Admiral Berkeley brought up a petition 
from the debters confined in Gloucester 
Castle. Ordered_to lie on the table; as 
was also a petition from the debtors in the 
King’s-Bench.—Sir William Elford gave 
notice, that, after the recess, he should 
bring forward a motion, to institute an in- 
quiry into the cause of the dismissal of a 
very respectable individual from office, by 
the commissioners of naval inquiry.—Mr. 
Secretary Yorke brought up an account of 
the numbers of the volunteer corps, on the 
establishment, in Ireland, and of the num- 
ber of corps that had been accepted by his 
Majesty. Ordered to lie on the table, and 
to be printed. 
oLu» tgeRS’ Exemption Biri.J— 
The House having resolved itself into a com- 
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mittee on the Voluriteers’ Amendment Bil, 
Mr. Secretary Yorke observed, that j| 
would not be necessary for him to take 
the time of the Committee, by going g 
large into the exposition of the bill befor 
it, which he had fully expiained on Satuy 
day. The object he had now in view wa 
merely to explain the points which it hag 
been found. necessary to introduce into it, 
in order to remove some doubts which ex. 
isted respecting the former acts. Doubly 
had been entertained respecting the ex, 
emptions which volunteers claimed, andig 
many ipstances the commandants of corpy 
had omitted, from their not being acquaint. 
ed with the provisions of former acts, to 
make the returns before the day specified 
in those acts, namely, the 21st of Septem 
ber, on or before which the return should 
have been made to entitle the individual 
to exemption. There could be no question 
as to the Reserve, because three periods of 
the year were specified for making the re. 
turns, and if they should not be made be 
fore the a1st of September, they mightin 
January. This first clause, therefore, was 
intended to enable commandants of corps 
to make returns at any time after the pass 
ing of the act, to make returns, and t 
legalize such as had been made since the 
21st of. September, each of which was to 
exempt the individual from the ballot for 
the militia, as well as for the reserve. This 
clause was also to enable commandants 
of corps to make special returns, where 
the individuals had conformed to the pro 
visions of the act. .It had, in many im 
stances, been found utterly impossible to 
issue the quantity of arms necessary for the 
use of the volunteers, and as the termsof, 
the act required that the returns should be 
made of men fully armed, equipped, and 
accoutred, the commandants had a difficulty 
of making the returns where the arms had 
not been issued. But if the individuals had 
atiended with pikes for the purpose, they 
would, in his opinion, be entitled to be 
returned as properly armed. In every m™ 
stance also, where the quantity of arm 
proposed under the act, to be issued by ge 
vernment, which was one quarter of the 
number in the inland counties, and one halfin 
the maritime, had been delivered, be col 
sidered the members of the corps as enlk 
tled to the return, if they attended the 1 
gular number of days at exercise. 1ne@ 
second clause, therefore, would author 
the colonels of corps to make such s 
returns}; where the members had attended 
the. full number. of days at drill, musteh) 
and exercise, for the purpose of beitj 





841) 


trained, even though the arms should not 
have been issued. The second part of the 
pill related to the establishment of unifor- 
mity in regulations respecting the exemp- 
tions. By the first VolunteerActonly one pe- 
riod was fixed for making the return, namely, 
the 2sth of March, and five ‘days attend- 
ance previous to that was required to enti- 
tle to the exemption from the militia ballot. 
By the second, three periods were fixed 
for making returns, the ist of January, the 
gst of May, and the ist of September, and 
jneach four months previous to each date, 
four days attendance was necessary for the 
avalry, and eight for the infantry, to give 
aclaim to the exemption. From the pre- 
sent situation of the country, it would be 
reeived that the nature of the voluntary 
services under the former act would not 
be effectual, and, therefoge, he proposed 
that the same number of days should be 
necessary to entitle to an exemption, as 
well from the militia as from the army of 
reserve, and that it should not be less than 
twenty-five. He had stated the object of 
‘the bill, and as most of the amendments 
were verbal, it would not be necessary 
for him to trouble the Commitee on each ; 
he should, therefore, content himself with 
calling their attention to such as should be 
material 
Mr, Pitt said, as “far as he could collect 
the provisions of the bill, it was calculated 
toattain the desired object. Upon one 
part of what was stated by the right hon. 
ent. he could not help animadverting. 
The right hon. gent. seemed to suppose, 
that though a corps might be armed with 
pikes, the commander might have returned 
them properly armed and equipped; he 
{Mr. Pitt) thought, on the contrary, that 
if acorps had been raised, and accepted as 
a@corps of regular infantry, that the only 
proper arms for such a corps were muskets, 
and that if they were armed with pikes or 
pitchforks, or any other weapon, that the 
commander could not return them as pro- 
pesly armed and equipped. With respect 
to another point, he could not conceive 
how it was possible, that a commander 
could return his corps as effective where 
there might be only arms delivered in the 
Proportion of 25 to 100 men, and he had 
received a letter upon this subject from the 
Secretary of State, expressly stating, that 
RW corps could be returned as effective, 
| unless the men had had _ the opportunity 
oflearning the use of arms, which pre- 
Vented many commanders from returning 
their corps as effective, where they had 
Vox. 1V. 


PARL. DEBATES, Duc. 13:—Volunteer Exemption Bill, 





[1842: 


not been supplied with a sufficient quantity 
of arms, I1f 24 days attendance under arms 
was to be considered as sufficient, it must 
follow that in those corps where only a fourth 
part of the requisite number of arms had 
been delivered, that there must be four 
times the number of days of attendance in 
order to give every one the oportunity of 
learning the use of them, 

Mr. ose said,’ he held in his hand a cer- 
tificate which he had given of the corps 
which he commanded, stating, that they 
were perfect in all the manceuvres of light 
infantry, and that they had attended muster 
and exercise three times the number of days 
required, with what arms they could pro. 
eure, none having been furnished them by, 
government. This certificate was returned 
by the lord lieut. as insufficient to enable 
them to exemption under the act, who re- 
ferred to a letter from the Sec. of State as his 
authority. The gentlemen of the county, 
however, construed the act more liberally, 
and took care that the corps should be.ex- 
empted. ya to the description of arms 
which had“ Been alluded to, it would never 
be said that riflemen were to be armed with 
pikes. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke observed, that if go- 
vernment thought it necessary to alter the 
mode of arming the volunteer corps, and to 
furnish, for instance, the. front rank with 
muskets, and the rear rank with pikes, he 
could not perceive that there could be any 
hesitation in the commanders of these corps 
in returning them properly armed and equip- 
ped. As tothe caseofa fourth part.only of 
the requisite number ofarms being furnished 
to any. corps, he conceived that if sach corps 
had the opportunity, in the course “of twenty- 
four days, of learning the use of.arms, that 
they might have been returned as effective. 
As to the ceftificate mentioned by the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Rose), it was insufficient, 
because it was not in conformity with the act 
of Parliament. 

Mr. Pitt said, he did not wish to prolong 
the discussion, as the bill went to do away 
the doubts which had arisen. With respect, 
however, to what had been said, that any 
arms might be given to a corps, his objection 
was, that if a corps of infantry was accepted 
as such, without any explanation as to the 
mode of arming, that it must be considered 
that such a corps was to bearmed in the regu- 
lar way with muskets, and that it could not 
be otherwise denominated ‘properly armed 
and equipped.” 

Sir William Young thought that some dis- 
tinction ought to be made with respect to 

*Hhh 
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exemptions, between those volunteers who 
so honorably came forward in the first in- 
stance, impelled merely by their zeal and 
their patriotism, and those who enrolled 
themselves after the passing of the act’for 
making a general array: By that act, if 
three-fourths of the first class in any district 
eame forward, the district was exonerated 
from the compulsory clauses ;. these persons 
therefore only commuted one service for an- 
other, and therefore, in his opinion, were 
Jess entitled to exemptions from the militia 
and the army of reserve, ‘This description 
of volunteers included a great part of the 
peasantry of the country, who might be in- 
duced to enter into the army, whilst the for- 
mer description of volunteers were wholly of 
a different class. This subject, he thought, 
deserved serious consideration, and he should 
ptess it upon the House after the recess. - 

The Attorney General observed, that if 
there were any case in which the lord lieut. 
of any county adopted a mode by’ which 
some individuals would be released, and the 
burthen of a ballot would be flung. upon 
others, it was one that was not authorized 
either by the legislature or the government of 
the country. Particular cases might admit of 
some partial modification ; but these could 
only extend to things which were not in 
themselves of material import. What he un- 
derstood by persons being duly armed was 
that their service should have been tendered 
to and accepted of by government, and that 
arms should have been delivered to them in 
consequence. As to the strict meaning of a 
soldier being duly armed, that was a question 
more for asoldier than a lawyer to deter- 
mine, According as he conceived the mean- 
ing of ‘the law, it was requisite that, to ob- 
tain exemption from the militia service, a 
man should have been disciplined in the use 
of arms on five distinct or separate days at 
least, and to gain an exclusion from the bal- 
Jot under the army of reserve act, it was ne- 
cessary that he should be at least twenty-four 
days in training to military exercise ; that is, 
that a man should be drilled for such a num- 
ber of times on so many separate days with- 
out specifying any particular’ number of 
hours in each day, or supposing by any 
means that he was to be kept the entire of 
each day at exercise, Government, it ap- 
peared to him, would have a right to exer- 
cise their own discretion asto the number or 
the particular species of arms which they 
should issue. 

Mr, Secretary Yorke explained, that, with 
respect to the issuing of pikes, it had been 
originally considered as a sort of temporary 
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armament, until a sufficient namber of 
muskets were in readiness to be issued : hoy, 
ever, they had afterwards become more ge, | 
nerally adopted. 

Dr. Laurence stated that he differed mg, 
terially from the right hon. and learned geng, 
who spoke last but one (the Attorney Geng, 
ral), and that that rt. hon. gent. also differed 
materially from himself on-a former occasion, 
when stating his opinion on the subject 
which was now under discussion. — Pikes 
were said to have been originally brought 
into use only as atemporary sort of arma. 
ment, till others were procured ; therefor 
any deviation from that must be irregular, 
As to the other case, namely, where 95 
stand of arms only were issued for 100 mea, 
the commandant would then by law, that is, 
if he acted according to the strict construe 


tion of the acts be under the necessity of 


giving a certificate of service to every indi. 
vidual, according as each completed the num 
ber of drill days which was required befor | 
he could obtain an exemption. From the 
hurry with which acts of Parliament were 
frequently drawn up, inaccuracies must tn- 
avoidably occur sometimes in the nsanner | 
in which they were framed ; but it would 
be a dangerous principle to admit that, on 
account of the necessity which existed for 
their alteration, the laws could be dispensed 
with on any account whatever ; and in each 
of the cases to which he had alluded the law 
should have been more strictly adhered to, 
Lord Granville Leveson Gower stated that, 
in the county of Stafford, three weeks ago, not 
a single firelock had been received from go 
vernment for the volunteer corps. 
Mr. Secretary Yorke stated, that orders had 
been given to provide arms for the volunteer 
corps, but it was thought necessary to fam 
nish them in the maritime counties first. 
Mr. Tierney thought a distinction oughtto 
be taken upon the subject of arms. When 
corps made their offers of service, they gene 
rally stated what they would provide then 
selves, and what they expected government j 
to furnish. A corps’ that he was connected 
with, had stated that they would provide 
themselves with clothing and other articles, 
and that they expected government to fare 
nish arms and ammunition. By arms was 
certainly meant muskets, but if government 
thought proper to send arms of a different 
description, for instance, pikes, he should cole 
ceive that such a corps would be properly 
armed. Asto the case of only a certain prt 
portion of arms heing furnished to a corps 
he apprehended that supposing only 25 mus 
kets to be furnished to'100 men, each man 
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might exercise with a musket, twenty-four 
different times in 24 days, so as to be re- 
turned as effective, and that for the purpose 
of the return it was of no consequence whe- 
ther there were 25 muskets or 100. To il- 
justrate this, he would suppose a case of five 
brief 
amongst them, yet if they all perased the 
prief, each would consider himself entitled 
to a fee. 

Dr. Laurence contended, that there was 
no analogy in the case cited by the hon. gent. 
As to pikes, they could not, he said, be con- 
sidered as proper arms in the cases mention- 
ed.—Upon that part of the bill which related 
to the number of days of attendance, 

Mr. Rose observed, that there were some 
yolunteers who were paid for 85 days, and 


others only for 24 ; he thought it, therefore, 


not just that the former should only be re- 
quired to attend 24 days for the purpose of 
being exempted. He wished also that some- 
thing should be done to enforce discipline ; 
he had heard of some irregularities com- 
mitted, and he thought they ought to be 
checked. 

o Mr, Secretary Yorke said, that asthe law now 
stood, volunteers were equally exempted in 


‘complying with the act by attending twenty- 


four days.. As to enforcing discipline, his 
majesty had the power of making regulations 
for that purpose, and it was, perhaps, unne- 
cessary to pass another act upon the subject, 
as it was highly desirable that too many re- 
gulations might not be made. There was a 
great improvement in the present system over 
that of last war, as the volunteers were now 
liable to be called out to meet the enemy, 
which they then were not. 

Mr. Rose again contended, that these vo- 
lunteers, who were paid for 85 days, ought 
not to be allowed an exemption for attending 
24. He was well aware, he said, that his 
Majesty had the power of making regulations 
with respect to the discipline of the volun- 
teer,corps, but his: Majesty had not the 
power of imposing fines for irregularity of 
conduct. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, that volunteers 
would only be paid for the number of days 
they actually attended ; and as to irregula- 
tity, any person misconducting himself might 
be expelled with disgrace from the corps to 


which he belonged, in which case he would 


be entitled to no exemption. 

Mr. Giles said, that the bill now before 
the Committee went to alter the number of 
effective men. At present, every mian who 
appeared, properly armed and accoutred, 
five days, was erititled to exemption from 
the militia ; and if he appeared for 24 days, 


Properly armed and accoutred, he was en-. 
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titled to exemption from the army of reserve. 
The object of this bill was to make an alte. 
ration in that which made the volunteers ef- 
fective men, and if this was done without the 
consent of the volunteer, it was a breach of 
good faith with such aman. If this bill 
passed inthe form in which it stood now, 
the condition of the volunteer was to be al- 
tered byit: he had not what was promised 
to him when he entered, and therefore this 
measure was a breach of good faith towards 
him, and that by Parliament ; good faith 
ought to be strictly observed by every body, 
but more especially by Parliament. It was 
extremely important to observe, that in this 
volunteer service there was at present no sort 
of discipline in this great body, except the 
terms on which they had been accepted. 
Many of them -had discipline within them- 
selves, and which they observed for their 
own regulation and internal arrangement ; 
but if Parliament interfered to impose on 
them some discipline to which they did not 
agree at the time their services were accept- 
ed, it would do that which it had no right 
to do, because it was altering the condition 
on which the volunteers entered, and they 
were eatitled to insist on the terms on which 
they entered ; and here he could not help 
saying, that part of the speech of the right 
hon. gent. under the gallery (Mr. Rose) ap- 
peared to him to have a mischievous tenden- 
cy, becauseit wentto favour that breach of 
faith. It was impossible, without breaking 
the condition on which the volunteer en- 
tered, to alter any of it, or to subject him 
to any thing else without breach of faith. It 
was said to be desirable to put the volunteers 
with the regiments of the line. That was 
indeed the case of those who might be called 
out under the defence act, but it was express- 
ly otherwise with regard to the volunteers ; 
for Parliament’ had expressly declared that 
the volunteers should not be called upon to 
join the regiments of the line, and to do 
otherwise now would be to violate the faith 
which was the basis of the volunteer service ; 
and if it was persisted in to makethat altera- 
tion, the engagement between government 
and the volunteers was dissolyed ; and if mea- 
sures of thiskind were tobe insisted upon, he 
was afraid the country would be deprived cf 
a great deal of service it might otherwise 
have. ‘The volunteers were an immense bo- 
dy of men, and they were, of course, very 
attentive to what passed concerning public 
affairs, and particularly respecting them- 
selves ; and care.should be taken to bring 
nothing forward that was inconsistent with 
the faith which Parliament had pledged itself 
to keep towards them. He was, however, 
*Hhh2 





2847) 


eonfident, that ministers would not counte- 
‘nance, nor would Parliament pass, any mea~+ 
sure that was contrary, to good faith, in any 
shape oron any condition. Thrre had been 
a. great deal said some time ago on the sub- 
ject.of a breach of faith with respect to pro- 
perty, and he wished the House to beas at- 
tentive to the question of a breach of faith 
respecting liberty. 

Mr, Secretary Yorke said, he could not 
see the clause now iv discussion in the light 
in which the learned gent. viewed it: he 
did not see how it could be considered as a 
breach of faith. This was a remedial bill, to 
exempt volunteer corps from certain hard- 
ships to whieh they were at present exposed 
under the strict letter of the Jaw. It was 
not intended by it to do any thing unfa- 
vourable to the volunteers. This clause was 
prospective ; it was not intended to take 
place until after the 1st day of May next. But 
with regard to the exemption of volunteers, 
it was to take place immediately. ‘The other 
part would in truth be as if Parliament never 
made any alteration in the law respecting 
these volunteers, and the learned gent. in- 
sisted onit, that Parliament had no right 
to make any alteration in the Jaw in this 
respect; that -he would never admit. The 
fact was, that it would be in the power of 
those volunteers to dissolve, who should not 
like this new regulation ; they might. quit 
the service if they did not approve of it, and 
did not choose to continue ; the only con- 
sequence would then be, that they would 
have no exemption, but would be subject to 
be ballotted for the militia, or the army of 
yeserve, and the deficiency which might 
thus be created in the corps must be filled up 
out of the classes specified in the defence act: 
but the alteration proposed, he apprehended, 
would not have the desired effect, for the 
number of days of attendance being limited 
to five, was applicable to a time of peace, 
whereas the measure must now be adapted to 
atime ef war. 

Sir William Young considered thé volun- 
teers as divided into two classes. Those 
which came under the regulations of the 42d 
of the King, and those under the act ot the 
43d of the King. The first he considered as 
volunteers superior, in consideration of their 
offers, to the second ; for the first came for- 
ward without any view, expectation, hope, 
or idea of. any exemption whatever. The 
second, although he did not mean to dis- 
putetheir spirit, zeal, or patriotism, yet they. 
came forward volunteers under the idea of a 

,commutation of daty—to be exempt from 
other military duties that would have been 
imposed upon thym by law, the Army of 
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Reserve, Militia and Defence Act; he 
therefore submitted the propriety of maki 
some distinction between these two elasge 
of volunteers, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
the hon. baronet alluded particularly tovthe 
volunteers of the county of Buckingham, 
who had acted much to their credit, jp 
coming forward as they did without claim 
ing any exemption; but he could not alloy 
of any distinction between the volunteer 
of this county, either as to those who ens 
tered previous to the war or subsequent to 
the war. Distinctions between men actuated 
by such noble motives were invidious. Jj 
should not be insinuated, that.all the volun 
teers did not enter from one motive—the 
glorious one of defending their country, 
and to preserve its honour. He did there 
fore beg leave to vindicate the volunteers 
who entered since this war, as well as those 
who were in that character before it. Their 
having become voluuteers was purely volun. 
tary ; they had no conception of what they 
are now entitled to by the Act of Parlias 
ment; it was impossible they should, for 
the great bulk of them had entered before 
that clause’ in the act had been so. much ay 
mentioned, or even hinted at. It wasno 
motive of commutation ef duty or exemp- 
tion that induced the volunteers to come 
forward : no! it was a spontaneous burst 
of genuine’ zeal in their country’s cause, 
unmixed with any thing selfish, uncontamis 
nated with any thing impure; it was 4 
glowing spirit of patriotism, that made 
them rush forward in the service of theis 
country. This was nothing more than was 
due to them from him as a nacmber of ad 
ministration, and, uniess ke was much de 
ceived, would be paid to them by that coum 
try which they were enrolled to serve 
Having paid this small and well-deserved 
tribute ta the volunteers, he could not belp 
saying he concurred entirely. in the senti- 
ments expressed by the learned gent. (Mn 
Giles) on the other side of the House: He 
was confident that no man in the House, 
or in the country, would be less disposed 
to countenance a breach of good faith in 
any case than his right hon. friend (Mr 
Yorke.) The truth was, that in this cas¢ 
he did not depart from good faith, for ab 
though five days were sufficient to eotitle 
volunteers to exemption trom the re 
and 24 from the army of reserve; yet th 
was the regulation in time of peace, and lie 
proposed that. the attendance should be 
greater now in time of: war. It was nét 


proposed, however, that the alteration should! 


begin to operate until the month of Ma 
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* yest ; and even then no volunteer would 
be bound by it, for then every volunteer 
would bave the option whether he would 
continue asa volunteer or not; and it was 
for the House to consider, whether it was 
worth while to make this proposition for the 
sake of changing the number of days of 
attendance from five to twenty-four days. 
He owned he thought that the improve- 
ment that this was likely to introduce into 
discipline would be worth the experiment, 
and that the more especially when he re- 
flected that volunteers now by their own 
consent met a greater number of days than 
were here proposed. But what he rose 
chiefly for was, to claim on behalf of all the 
yolunteers of this cowntry every credit that 
was due to their zeal, patriotism, and inde- 

ndence, and that there was no invidious 
distinction tobe made between them. The 
House would determine whether this differ- 
ence of time was to be adopted. 

Mr. Rose said, that the learned gent. (Mr. 
Giles) referred in so particular a manner 
to what he had said, that he was under the ne- 
cessity of saying a few words in his own 
vindication. -The learned gent. had imputed 
to him a mischievous speech ; now, said 
Mr. Rose, whether my speech or the speech 
of the learned gent. was most likely to pro- 
duce mischief, I leave to the Committee to 
determine ; and I trust I may leave that 
matter safely there. He seemed to insinu- 
ate that my speech was against the volun- 
teers. There isnot one man in this coun- 
- tty more a friend from his heart to the 
volunteers of it than myself. There is no 
spat near or in the neighbourhood of my 
‘house in which there dwells one man who 
isnot a volunteer. ‘T'wo corps in my neigh- 
bourhvod are commanded by relations cf my 
own, and a third corps is raised by myself : 
| therefore leave it, on these facts, to the 
Committee to judge whether I am against 
the volunteer system. What I meant was 
to have them: as perfect in their discipline, 
80 as to render them as efficient as possible, 
Rot through the medium of a breach of 
good faith, for that Iam as much an enemy 
toas the learned gent. ; and upon that sub- 
ject the right hon. gent, has removed every 
shadow of difficulty, by saying, that if the 
alteration should take place, such volunteers 
‘who disapprove of it shall be at liberty to 
withdraw, Having quoted the provision of 
the statute of the last session of Parliament 
upon this subject, the right hon. gent. con- 
¢luded with saying, that both 'as'a member 
' Of Parliament, and as a magistrate and 
country gent., and sin every situation, he 
had been.a friend and zealous supporter of 
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the volunteer system, and therefore hé cou'd 
not help feeling himself hurt, by having im- 
puted to him a mischievous speech. 

Mr, Gives disclaimed all idea: of imputing 
to the right hon. gent. avy intention of cre- 
ating mischief by his speech, but he did 
think that it would have that tendency bag 
for the explanation which followed. He 
was glad he had started this conversation, 
because it had produced a declaration thae 
would do away any uneasiness which the 
volunteers might have felt on the subject of 
alteration in the terms of their continvance 
as abody, but now it was openly declared 
that no alteration eould ever take place in 
the terms on which they entered, without 
affording them the option to withdraw if 
they disapproved of such alterations, losing, 
of course, by so doing, all the exemptions 
they are now entitled to. Such a declara- 
tion was necessary té be made, for it set 
at rest much uneasiness that nfight have fol- 
lowed, 

The Altorxey-General observed, that so 
much had been said on the matter of exemp- 
tion of volunteers, it was needless for him 
to add any thing, especially as upon that 
subject there was no difference of opinion. 
Now, as that was the leading and the only 
part of this bill that was pressing in point of 
time, he should submit to his right hon. 
fricnd, whether the remaining part of the 
bill might not as well be deferred until after 
the recess, to allow gentlemen time to turn 
it -in their minds, and to prepare for its 
future discussion, for it was not proposed 
that that part of the bill should begin to 
operate until the month of May next. If 
any thing that amounted to 2 breach of good 
faith could possibly be proposed, which he 
was assured there could wet, by any mem- 
ber of administration, he was sure the House 
would never assent to it, but perhaps. there 
was no use in dwelling on this measure 
further now, if his right hon. friend would 
adopt his suggestion, in postponing the lat- 
ter part of the bill. 

General Norton said, it was a fact, that the 
last Volunteer Act clashed with the army of 
reserve, If that act had not passed, the 
50,000 men would have been long since 
completed. 

TheChaneellor of the Exchequer, in further 
reply to Sir W.’ Young, begged leave most 
complerely to differ from the right hon. ba- 
ronet, as he was thoroughly convinced that 
the volunteers, instead of taking any advan- 
tage of their situation, were, upon all occa 
sions, actuated by the purest and noblest mo- 
tives of loyalty, patriotism, and public spirit; 
they were.a body of men whose velour and 
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disinterestedness conferred an honour on 
themselves, and shed a lustre on their coun- 
try :—to see men of rank, independence, 
and elevated characters enrolling themselves 
in the ranks of their country, was, in his opis 
nion, a circumistance which conferred the 
greatest honour on any. age or nation. 

Sir W. Wynne said a few words on the 
danger of-giving the volunteers the option 
of withdrawing their services. 

Mr. Pattison said, that in the last war he 
had a corps of 150 men. On calling them 
together in April last, when he got permis- 
sion to raise a second corps of 350 men, he 
found that 80 of them had entered into the 
King's service. Since that, several had gone 
in the same manner, either into his Majesty's 
service, or as substitutes into the militia, the 
supplementary militia, or the army of re- 
serve; and though he might have some te- 
gret at losing a good soldier, he never thought 
himself at liberty to interfere to detain them. 
This was a proof that the volunteer system, 
instead of impeding, assisted. the recruiting 
service: so far as to the men, now how was 
the fact as to the officers? This touched him 
more nearly, as it affected his own family. 
His eldest son, who had been one of his of- 
ficers, had gone into the East Norfolk mi- 
litia; his second son, whom he was educat- 
‘ing with the greatest care, to assist him in 
his commercial pursuits, had conceived so 
strong a partiality for a military life, and for 
the King’s service, that he held himself un- 
der the necessity of yielding to it. He was 
one of his ensigns, and had never conceived 
any notion of a military life, till the corps 
had been ordered to Yarmouth; and now 
he had written to himin a most pressing 
manner to obtain ‘him acommission in the 
King’s ‘service, and he would be much 
obliged to the hon. Secretary if he would 
procure him one. 

Colonel Craufurd said, it was true a pri-+ 
vate may be turned out of his corps for im- 
pertinence to his officers; if he was to be 
turned out by his officer, the case was clear ; 
bat if it were to be done by the Committee, 
it should be recollected, that the majority of 
that committee would be privates, 

Mr. Yorke thought it would be a very dif- 
ficult matter indeed to define the precise 
quantum of assistance to be given to the 
wives and families of such velunteers as were 
sent on actual service, as that must depend 
on a variety of circumstances; it must be 
first ascertained who stood in need of any as- 
sistance at all; then, whether those families, 
whg sought assistance, were wholly depend- 
ent on_ the professional exertions or manual 
labour of those persons sent on-actual ser- 
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vice; then the quantum of assistance toby 
afforded such families, which must vary aj 
infinitum, according tothe number and 

less state of such families, &c. &c.—Such hy 
been the difficulty of ascertaining this point, 
that even in the constitutional militia, wher 
such provisions were always made, it de 
pended on the time of absence and inte 
tion from business, as it frequently happe 
after devoting part of the day to drill, 
apply the remainder of the day to busines, 
which would consequently diminish, in pro. 
portion, the assistance his family was to te 
ceive from government, &c. these variog 
points required the most mature deliberation, 
as they were extremely intricate, and should 
not be precipitated through the House. 
The report was ordered to be received to 
morrow. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, December 14. 


(Mrinutes].—Counsel was heard at somé 
length in an appeal cause, Keighley, +, the 
East-IndiaCompany. The further hearing was 
ordered for Friday next.—The Earl of Suffolk 
informed their lordships, that he wished to de 
liver his sentiments on the bill, which he um 
derstood was now before the other House, re 
specting theservices of the volunteer corps. He 
therefore should take the opportunity, when 
that bill was introduced, to deliver his senti- 
ments upon it, most probably on Friday, 
—The Lord Chancellor observed, that it 
would give him much satisfaction to hear the 
sentiments of the noble lord ont hat day, 
—The Irish Habeas Corpus Suspension Bill 
was read a third time, passed, and a message 
was ordered to be sent to the Commons, ac 
quainting them therewith. Several other 
bills were also passed, after which their lords 
ships adjourned until to-morrow. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, December 14. 


[Minutes.]—A message from the lords 
intormed the house, that their lordships had 
agreed to the English Bank Restriction Bill 
the bills for suspending the Habeas-Corpus 
Act, and authorising trials by martial lawia 
Ireland, the English Promissory Note Bill 
the bill for preventing distillation from @als 
in Ireland, the bill for bonding Portugal 
wines, the Irish Crop Exportation Bill, the 
Sugar Drawback Bill, and the Curates’ Re 
lief Bill.—On the motion of Mr. Hobhousé, 
the Mutiny Bill was read a second time, and 
committed for Thursday, the 2d of Feb= 
On the motion of Mr. Corry, the house weit 
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jntoa Committee of Supply, in which 21,6001. 


Irish currency, being the annual sum, was 


ted for the service of the trustees of the 
jnen Board. in Ireland. The report was 
ordered to be received to-morrow and the 
Committee to set again on Friday.—Mr, 
Vansittart presented an account of the 
amount of the sums paid for premiums and 
bounties under the act of 41 George III. 
for the better supplying the markets of 
London and Westminster with fish. Or- 
dered to lie on the table. — Lord Henry 
Petty moved that the Committee, to 
which the petition of the Sierra Leona 
Company was referred, have leave to sit 
notwithstanding the adjournment; and 
also that the said Committee have leave to 
report their observations. Agreed to.—In 
answer to Mr. Rose, who wished to know 
whether there was any report from the naval 


_ officers connected with the settlement, Lord 


Henry Petty stated, that a naval officer, 
who had been a long time on the station, 
had been examined before the Committee, 

‘(Army or Reserve.) — Mr, Secretary 
Yorke thought it right, before gentlemen 
separated for the recess, to put the House 
in possession of an accurate return of the 
Army of Reserve, the number raised, the num- 
ber rejected, those that had deserted, those 
that died, those that were effective, and those 
deficient.—In making this statement there 
would be room to admire the exertions the 
counties had made, though of Jate those ex- 
ertions had rather fallen off. The exertion 
was at first so great, that within six weeks 
no less a number than 26,740 men were 
raised. The total number raised on the 2ist 
Nov. the latest day to which the returns were 
made up, was 26,607 in England and Wales. 
Of these 642 had been rejected, 70 were 
dead, 777 had deserted, 25,500 were effec- 
tive, and a deficiency of 8,000 still remain- 
ed to be made up by England and Wales. 
In Scotland the nnmber raised was 5,500. 
In Ireland it was upwards of 6,000. Still a 
considerable deficiency remained ; yet put- 
ting it out of the question, whether this was 
the best mode of raising a defensive force, 
itmust be allowed that it had supplied in a 
very short time a great number of men. 
This return, therefore, was thought useful, 
in order to stimulate the counties to complete 
their numbers ; and he should move, that 
by the time the House should meet again, 
another return should be made, by which it 
would be seen in what proportion the 
Quotas of the different counties were com- 
plete or imperfect. He concluded with 
Moving, that there be laid before the House 
WMaccunt of the number of men raised for 
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the royal army of reserve, distinguishing the 
counties, those who had been rejected, those 
who died, those who were effective and pre 
sent, together with the numbers due, includ~ 
ing casualties.— Ordered. 


[VoLUNTEER EXEMPTION BILL.] —On 
the order of the day being read, that this 
bill be read a third time} ' 

Mr. Vindham said, he was much grieved, 
that by not being present in the House the 
night before, he had lost the opportunity of 
offering some suggestions, which would, he 
conceived, materially have improved the bill. 
He did not expect that theReport would haye 
been brought up before this day, and as it 
was competent to offer any improvements 
that occurred, upon the report, he had been 
less anxious to attend in his place yesterday. - 
It was true, that Reports were, in cases of 
urgency, immediately received: but this was 
not a case of urgency; and the present mi- 
nisters ought to have known more than any 
other men the propriety of leaving every 
measure before the House for as long a time 
as possible. The very bill which they now 
pressed forward so unnecessarily, arose from 
that hasty spirit of legislation which left in 
every act doubts and ambiguities requiring 
further acts.to remove them. The hon. 
gentlemen seemed particularly prone to this 
course of proceeding. They'were fond of driv- 
ing to an inch, of running every thing to 
the last moment. The consequence was, as 
it necessarily must be, that being obliged ta 
act in a hurry, whatever they did was crude, 
ill considered, and full of mistakes. There 
were two modes, Dr. Johnson had observed, 
of composition; one in which the several 
parts received from the writer, before they 
issued from his mind, all the perfection which 
he hoped to give to them; the other, in 
which they were committed to paper in ‘the 
first instance to be improved by subsequent 
correction. The hon. gentlemen, by the 
circumstances in which they placed them- 
selves so constantly, seemed to prefer the 
latter of these modes. They threw down 
their first loose thoughts in an act of Parlia- 
ment, trusting to future consideration and 
experience to bring them to something of a 
better shape. An act of Parliament was 
their foul copy, in which it did not signify 
how many faults there were, as the Legisla- 
ture would be able afterwards to set them 
right. Their preference to this mode was 
founded, .he supposed, upon the observation 
of the poet, that poets 


Lost half the praise they should have got, 
Were it but known, what they discreetly blot. 


The hon. gentlemen did not choose to lose 
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this praise. They chose to compose in 
public; and to have full credit both for their 
first conceptions, and for the successive im- 
provements which changed them often to 
‘something utterly unlike what they had been 
originatly.. Though by this course of pro- 
ceeding-of the hon. gentlemen in the present 
instance, he had last the opportunity of 
suggesting his amendment in a stage when 
it might have been received, he should ne- 
vertheless. mention it, with a view to occa- 
sions, ‘when the volunteer system might be 
again under discussion. It was in. fact, 
however, no more than what he had already 
urged on more occasions than one, viz. the 
putting a stop to exemptions with respect to 
those who should enter into volunteer corps 
in future. To abolish those already subsist- 
ing was, he was aware, difficult, and might 
perhaps be impossible. Certainly it ought 
not to be attempted, if it could not be put 
upon a footing to make it consistent with 
good faith. But the granting such exemp 


tions in future, and continuing by design 
what had got a place in the system only by 
chance and against the intention of its au- 
thors, was a proceeding for which no ration- 
al motive could be assigned, and which he 
could not hear without great surprize as 
weil as concern, was to make part of the 


present bill, What he had farther to object 
being ofa sort, which could not have been 
corrected by an amendment: or clause was 
as proper (or more proper), to be urg- 
ed on that day as on the day before. It was 
an objection to the whole system. While 
the right of exemption produced the effect 
on the one hand of defrauding the army, the 
army of reserve and the militia, by contract- 
ing the population, from which they were 
to be supplied, it oppressed the whole coun- 
try, and particularly the-lower orders, toa 
degree the most grievous, and by means the 
niost intolerable that were ever admitted de- 
liberately, into the institutions of any state. 
Where did any one ever hear, except as 
matter of complaint and reprobation, of a 
power such as that vested in the leaders of 
volunteer corps, whether one or many, of 
deciding arbitrarily and without appeal, who 
should or should not be liable to a ballot, 
the effects of which would be to the persons 
on whom it might fall, a fine of 40 or 50 gui- 
neas? These were sums which to the bulk of 
those who might be liable to them, would be 
nothing less than absolute ruin; at the same 
time that it might be equally ruin to them 
to quit their trades and their families and to 
engage fur a service of five years, as sol- 
dicrs. Such a power lodged in the hands of 
a commandant where the constitution of the 
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corps was monarchical, or in a committe 
or sub-committee, where ifs form was tg, 
publican or democratical, would rank here 
after for oppression or abuse, with any of 
those most famous in history—with. the dis, 
pensing power or powers ‘of granting indy}. 
gences. It was not that this power was q 

plied abusively or oppressively, in many op 
perhaps in any instances, at present; but it 


‘could hardly fail to be so in the end, andig 


the. mean-while must be considered ag one 
wholly out of the course of all ordinary pro. 
ceedings, and for which it was hardly poss, 
ble to find a fit depositary. Such a power 
must however somewhere exist, supposing 
the privilege of exemption to continue : for 
it was impossible to imagine, that every one 
could be allowed to enter into a volunteer 
corps that pleased: and he or they, who 
had the power of admission or rejection, 
must possess the power here spoken of, im. 
proper and unsafe as that power might be, 
The only remedy was, either to abolish ex. 
emptions, or to abolish volunteer corps. It 
seemed hardly possible to correct the-evil by 
regulation. Nor was it to be conceived, 
that such evil had now become small, be. 
cause the greater part of the militia and 
army of reserve were raised, and ballots of 
consequence to the same extent: were no 
longer wanted, To the same extent they 
certainly would not be wanted; bot it must 
be considered at the same time, that they 
would have to operate upon diminished 
numbers : so that to supply and maintain the 
present force, that is to say, to make good 
what was then wanting, and afterwards tq 
maintain the whole (for which latter pur. 
pose too, as was obvious, more would bere. 
quired the larger was the force already raiss 
ed), would render these ballots perhaps not 


-much less burthensome than they bad been 


at any preceding period.—-So much as to the 
oppression of this system, armed as it was 
with a power such as he had described, 
which the present bill both. confirmed and 
extended, and which it seemed extremely 
difficult to take away. Its injurious effect 
ov all the other species of force he must still 
maintain, notwithstanding the specious states 
ments made on the other side, First, as to 
the fact. Whatever the numbers might be, 
produced by recruiting during the last seven 
months, as compared wiih the produce of aa 
equal number of months during an antece 
dent period, and however small the propor 
tional dimininution which appeared to have 
taken place in the latter instance, he 
must still insist upon some strong ald 
hard facts, namely, that in many regir 
ments the return per month was not mam 
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than two, and sometimes not so much: and 
that in one of the largest recruiting districts, 
comprising many extensive and not unfa- 
yourable counties, the rate of recruiting per 
month was not more than seven or eight. 
Now, when this was so, let the gross num- 
pers be what they would, he must contend 
that recruiting was nearly at a stand, taking 
the question upon the footing on which it 
ought to be taken, as a comparison between 
the sapply and consumption, between what 
was gained to the army in recruits, and 
what was lost by desertion, death, invalid- 
ing, and discharges. But, next, as to the 
reasoning. Proportion, which the hon. gen- 
tlemen dwelt so much upon, that is to say, 
the proportionate abatement in the numbers 
at that time recruited, compared with those 
recrdited in equal periods formerly, was not 
that on which the question properly turned. 
Proportion in abstract quantities had place 
among the smallest as perfectly as among 
the greatest. If the hon. gentlemen had a 
thind to be very deeply learned, they might 
tell us of the proportion of one nothing to 
another nothing ; and such a consideration 
would be very far from inapplicable to much 
of their recruiting. But in common con- 
cerns they must apply to proportion, what 
is said of law, de minimis non curat lex. 
If a regiment, which formerly recruited 
three a month, now recruited two, you were 
not obliged to say, that recruiting in that 
regiment had declined one-third, nor on the 
other hand could you be entitled to say, 
that it had declined on/y one-third. Such 
variations would happen by chance, and by 
a law consequently wholly different from 
that of proportion. No conclusion, there- 
fore, could be drawn from such instances 
separately considered: and if a judgment 
were to be formed, as it ought to be, from 
the whole state of facts taken together, it 
Would be the very reverse of that meant to 
be established by the hon. gentlemen ; who, 
mstead of saying ‘ the recruiting during the 
existence of these causes, (viz. tie immense 
bounties; the great extent of the militia 
force; the 400,000 men locked up as yo- 
lunteers, &c, &c.) has been so and s0; 
therefore these causes have not operated to 
its disadvantage,’ ought to say, ¢ the recruit- 
ing being what it is, notwithstanding the 
operation of these causes, which must have 
acted so powerfully against it, what would 
itnot have been, had these been removed, 
and other new causes, which must be pre- 
fumed to have arisen, have been: left to pro- 
dace their natural effect ?” This he must 
tontend was the legitimate conclusion. It 
‘Was not in the nature of things, that causes 
Yo. IV. 
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such as he had enumerated, and were ob- 
vious to every one’s observation, must not 
have some effect in checking the progress of 
recruiting. ‘To take only one; could any 
man in his senses suppose, that with fifty 
guineas offered for service in the army of re- 
serve, men would go on to enter for the 
line, at a bounty of five or ten, in the same 
manner as if no such competition existed ? 
If the recruiting, therefore, kept up to near~ 
ly its former amount, as was contended by 
the hon. gentlemen, there must have been 
something to counteract the: effect of these 
impediments ; and this something it was not 
difficult to find. It was a state of war ;-it 
was the threat of invasion; it was the sti- 
mulus of the compulsory service; the dis- 
charge of numbers of workmen in conse- 
quence of temporary checks to trade; the 
general military spirit, that filled and ani- 
mated every part of the country. These 
circumstances were of force sufficient to up- 
hold, to a certain degree, the recruiting sere 
vice, even in spite of the causes which tend- 
ed to depress and to annihilate it. How far 
might they not have carried it, had there 
been nothing on the other side to counter- 
act their effects? The objection, therefore, 
to the volunteer system as contributing with 
other causes, to destroy the recruiting of the 
army, continued in full force, even admit- 
ting the statements,of the hon. gentlemen ; 
and he must continue to urge these objec- 
tions, even though he should be asked, as 
he was the other night, why he would per- 
sist in decrying a system, which, whether 
right or wrong, was now fixed and incapa- 
ble of being altered. His answer was, that 
it'was not fixed, but must, on the contrary, 
and infallibly would, and that, at no distant 
period, come again under revision; and that 
it was with a view to that period, that these 
observations were made; that the defects of 
this system were such as would never suffer 
it to go on long as it was; and that, if 
other causes were wanting, the very failure 
of its funds must soon bring it again before 
Parliament, Unless Parliament greased the 
wheels the machine must soon stand still, 
He wished, therefore, that before that time, 
gentlemen would be prepared with their 
opinions on the several parts of the mea-. 
sure; would consider how far the objec- 
tions were valid ; how far the parts objected 
to might be corrected or got rid of ; and, 
failing of that, whether the whole system 
would not require to be new cast, and in a 
great degree, possibly, to be done away. 

Mr.’ Hiley Addington,—Sir, the ight hon, 
gent. who just sat down sé¢ems very desirous 
of having the last word on the subject nove 

*1ia 





1859] PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 
before the House. I hope, however, I shall 
be permitted to express for the first, and 
perhaps the last time, my sentiments upon 
it. ‘There are many points of the right 
hon. gentleman’s speech on which I wish to 
make a few observations, The right hon. 
gent. and his associates, in speaking of the 
volunteers, always ground what they say on 
a solitary instance. In the course of his 
speech, the right hon, gent. stated, that the 
subscriptions which have been raised to pay 
the expense of the formation of the corps of 
volunteers would soon be exhausted, and 
that then they will be obliged to call on 
government to give them assistance for their 
future maintenance. Nothing can be more 
futile than this observation. In the first 
lace, I conceive that the right hon, gent. is 
completely misinformed in supposing, that 
subscriptions of the nature which he men- 
tioned are raised-at all for the formation of 
coyps of volunteers, I believe that there are 
many instances to the contrary; andI can 
assure the House, as one instance, that, to- 
wards the formation of a large corps which 
I have the honour and the happiness to 
command, there has been no subscription at 
all. The men were actually clothed out of 
the allowance made by government, with a 
very inconsiderable addition; and I feel a 
pride in stating, that not the smallest objec- 
tion has been made by one individual to 
clothing ‘of that description. It was not 
cloth at forty shillings a yard, to be sure, 
but the corps was extremely contented, and 
were not quite of an unsoldier-like appear- 
ance, Where there have been subscriptions, 
I conceive that they’were directed principal- 
ly to this object, and [ am therefore at a Joss 
to conceive how government need appre- 
hend, even.in the most distant perspective, 
that any call will be made on the public 
purse to afford any assistance, especially as 
it was generally understood that the clothing 
was to‘last three years.—The right hon. 
gentleman has asserted, that no less a bounty 
than 501. per man has been given to substi- 
tutes for the army of reserve. - Gentlemen 
on the other side of the House were fond of 
adverting to the solitary instance of the me- 
tropolis, To that fact I cannot speak ; but 
T can assert, from my own knowledge, that 
in the county in which I reside, the price 
of a substitute is never more than 25 guineas, 
some fimes 20, and the average is 22.—In the 
same way, the right hon. gent. has argued 
on the subject of committees. A solitary 
instance was stated’on a former night, of a 
corps being governed by a committee, Ab 
‘uno disce omnes, is hardly a fair way of 
: judging. I have seen many corps of volun-* 1 
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teers, and have heard of more, but I know 
of no such regulations. The system is 4 
bad one; nothing should induce me to hold 
any commission in such a corps, or to haye 
any thing to do with it. It is an unfait 
mode of arguing, to infer, that because there 
was one solitary instance, it must be the Bes 
neral description of volunteer corps. I have, 
indeed, read such arguments of late, but | 
little expected to have heard them urged 
gentlemen of enlightened understandings, 
As to the i injury done to the recruiting ser. 
vice, that point has been completely answer. 
ed by the statement of the Secretary at War, 
and by other gentlemen. Facts cannot be 
done away by the loose and vague opinions 
of individuals. They are so unanswerable, 
that I shall not dwell on this objection. —J 
mean nothing offemsive to the right hon, 
gent. in what I am going to add: but | must 
once for all express my grief and my asto. 
nishment, that the right hon. gent. shoold 
have adopted, and now persevere in a course 
of language, disparaging, discountenancing, 
and discrediting a description of men, on 
whose services the safety of the country not 
a little depends. The right hon. gent. per. 
haps, despises popularity ; I am nevertheless 
astonished that, without any adequate rea. 
son, he should set himself in opposition to 
the universal voice. But I will tell that 
right hon. gent. that every corner of the 
kingdom echoes its reprobation of the lane 
guage which he has held since the meeting 
of Parliament. People cannot comprehend, 
posterity will scarcely believe, that in a mo 
ment of danger so unparalleled, one indivis 
dual could be found, who would gravely as. 
sert, that 400,000 Britons in arms were not 
only doing no good, but were even injurious 
to the interests and defence of the country, 
Is the right hon. gent. so grossly ignorant of 
ancient and modern history, as not to know 
what glorious exploits have been performed 
by the patriotic and voluntary energy of 
men like our volunteers? Such examples 
will not be lost, I am confident, on my 
countrymen. If real danger should present 
itself, what may not be expected from men, 
animated with one spirit, fired with an un- 
exampled unanimity, to take arms in de 
fence of a monarch whom they love, of & 
constitution which they revere, of anvinde- 
pendence which they cherish, ‘and for the 
protection of every thing that can be va 
luable and precious to them ‘as men and as 
Englishmen. 

Mr. Windham, in explanation, observed 
. that he had never said that 400, 000 men i 
} arms would be of no use. 
Mr. Alderman Price, in order to set the 
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yight hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) right as to 
thesubscriptions which were set on footin the 
metropolis, thought it his duty to state, that 
the object of these subscriptions was to de- 
fray those charges for which the corps were 
not entitled to call upon government, and 
the sums subscribed were to such an amount, 
that they could not be expended for years ; 
neither was it an idea with these volunteers, 
that they were only to be shewn to the ene- 
my in their red coats; they exercised and 
maneavred almost every day in all the 
evolutions necessary for a regular army. As 
to the committee, they only managed the 
money: they never interfered with the dis- 
cipline of the men. He wished that adju- 
tants should be added to the corps, but not 
field officers. Asa proof that this was the 
general wish, many of the corps had already 
procured adjutants, and settled on them an 
adequate income. They were, in fact, in 
every respect effective soldiers, and ready to 
act as such wherever the appearance of the 
enemy required. As to the bounties for the 
army of reserve, 26 guineas was the highest 
gum given in the metropolis. Before he sat 
down, he should just ask the Sec. at War, 
why the marine and river fencibles were 
hot noticed in the return of the volunteer 
corps? Was it from their being a force of 
an extraordinary description, which could 
not exactly be classed with the others. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke had not inquired into 
the reason of the omission alluded to by the 
worthy alderman; but he supposed it was 
because the corps mentioned by him were 
not understood to be of the description to 
which the return was to apply. Probably 
they were understood to belong to the Ad- 
mMiralty. 

Colonel Craufurd complained that his 
right hon. friend below (Mr. Windham) had 
been grossly misrepresented. He did not 
think that 400,000 men could be of no ad- 
vantage to the country. On the contrary 
both he and his honourable friend gave the 
volunteers the highest credit? they only 
complained of the manner in which they 
Were constituted, and that they had a ten- 
dency to starve the regular forces. He ex- 
pressed his regret that any exemptions had 
ever been granted. He believed it had 
been by accidence. It was doubtful whether 
it was intended, even by ministers them- 
selves, to give these exemptions ; for, so late 
as the 23d of Sept. they had consulted his 
Majesty’s Attorney-General whether they 
were to be given. If he had himself under- 


stood that they were to be given, he would | 


have came down prepared to oppose them. 
As to the volunteers in general, he was of 
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opinion, that they ought to be carried to the 
highest perfection of which they were capa~ 
ble, and he was, therefore, sorry, that the 
suggestion of a right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt), 
not then in his place, respecting the appoint- 
ment of field officers had not been adopted. 
He was sure the volunteers themselves. 
would be happy to have the benefit of the 
instruction of experienced officers, to ena- 
ble them to perform their duty in the field, 
with honour to themselves, and advantage 
to their country; if they were really ac- 
tuated. by a spirit of patriotism, as he had no 
doubt they were, so far from feeling discon- 
tented, therefore, at such appointments, 
which was urged as the first objection 
against this useful regulation, there was 
every reason to conclude that they would be 
happy at the adoption of it. Another objec- 
tion, that it would be impossible to procure 
a sufficient number of officers from the line, 
would be obviated, when it was considered, 
that an English regiment of about 800 men, 
had an establishnient of double the number 
of officers, than a similar battalion of any 
other European troops. It had been said, that 
though the volunteer corps would object to 
field officers, they would have no difficulty in 
receiving adjutants ; but, it was essential to 
have the officers instructed as well as the 
privates, and he was of opinion, that it 
would be inconsistent with military proprie- 
ty, that an adjutant, who generally held the 
rank of lieutenant, should instruct his cap- 
tains, and even field officers. With respect 
to the volunteers themselves, what hed been 
said by his right hon. friend (Mr. Windham) 
on the subject, had been so much miscon- 
ceived in the House, and so much misrepre- 
sented out of it, that he felt disposed, as he 
was on his legs, to set gentlemen right on 
that head. He had attended to his right 
hon, friend as much as any hon. member, 
and he had never heard him say any 
thing that cou'd warrant an inference, that 
400,000 Britons in arms, so far from being 
of service, would be injurious to the cause 
in which they were engaged.. His right hon, 
friend was not so little acquainted with the 
great deeds which history related to have been 
performed by the sole impulse of spirit, with- 
out discipline, and in many instances with- 
out arms. The Swiss peasants, impelled by 
that spirit, had attacked the French army 
with no other arms than pitch forks. He 
had himself witnessed with grief the prowess 
which the Irish peasantry, impelled by a 
mistaken spirit, had displayed in repeatedly 
attacking the King’s troops with no other 
weapons. than what could be easily put into 
the hand of every peasant, a pike. ‘There 
*Llii2 
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were living those who had seen similar in- 
stances of bravery in the Scotch peasants. 
He was sure that this country, with the spi- 
rit inspired by the best of causes, the best of 
Sovereigns, and a liberty such as no other 
nation could boast, would display as much 
valour as any other country at any other 
time. Could it then be supposed, that any 
man would venture to assert that 400,000 
Britons, in:such a cause, with whatever gal- 
Jantry they may attack an enemy’s forces, 
could do no service? All that his right hon. 
friend contended was, that they would not 
be so effective, and, though history furnished 
us with examples of great victories gained 
by undisciplined troops, there was no doubt 
that disciplined troops were the best. When 
we trusted to the army, we trusted to an 
army which was tried, and which had proved 
itself in every war, and in no war more than 
in the last, equal (for he would not flatter 
the British army by saying superior) to the 
French. He had heard the French army 
abused as a set of conscripts dragged into the 
service. These conscripts, by whatever 
means they were brought together, formed 
as good an army as any in Europe, and such 
an enemy the volunteers should expect to 
meet in them, animated by as high an en- 
thusiasm as theirs, though not of so good a 
nature. 

Sir William Young stated, that he was 
particularly anxious, as this would most like- 
ly be the dast time he should have an oppor- 
tunity, of declaring that there were two de- 
scriptions of volunteers, and that the exemp- 
tions adopted in regard to those two degcrip- 
tions ought to be extremely different. This 
was a point, he thought, essential to the in- 
terest of the country. A strong line of de- 
markation ought to be made. He had 
Jooked into the acts of Parliament on the 
subject of the volunteer exemptions, and he 
found that he was borne out in what he 
then asserted, that the volunteers under the 
42d of the King, were of 4 different class in 
the eye of the legislature from the present 
volunteers, who had no regulation but that 
of the 43d of the King. The latter were a 
very large body of men, by whose exemp- 
tion the great mass of the population of the 
‘country was greatly affected ; they impeded 
.very much indeed the progress of the army 
of reserve, for three-fourths of them were 
of the first ¢lass of the Defence Act, un- 
married men under the age of thirty: this 
was a serious matter: they ought not to 
have these exemptions, for it was greatly 
inconvenient to the country. As to the vo- 
lunteers under the 42d of the King, who 
were the only true volunteers, in the proper 
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sense of the word, for they came forwar 
without any view of exemption ; they wer 
justly entitled to every exemption; ¢ 

were in number from 69,000 to 70,000, and 
they were a body of men, on whom the 
country need not Jess rely for patriotism thay 
for discipline; but the other great body 
which had been lately raised, and had entered, 
was not so properly called a body of volun 
teers, although that name had been given t 
them. They were Hot at first to bave bee 
exempted, either from the militia or the 
army of reserve: by the act of the 17th of 
July, no intention was expressed of exempt. 
ing any'of them either from the militia 
army of reserve, or other service ; but og 
the 11th of August, when many gentlemen 
had gone into the country in hopes of sery. 
ing it as essentially as they could by attend. 
ing that House, a clause crept into a bill for 
regulating the volunteer cavalry, by which 
all this immense body of men were exempt. 
ed from all other services, as it was now to 
be intetpreted by the present bill, but which 
could hardly have been then so intended, as 
indeed was to be gathered by the very ne. 
cessily there was now of explaining that agt, 
This was a matter worthy the serious atten. 
tion of the House at some future period 
By these 300,000 men being thus entitled tp 
exemption from the militia and the army of 
reserve, and three-fourths of them being of 
the first class of requisition under the De 
fence Act, being unmarried men under the 
age of thirty, this threw all the ballots al 
most upon men wno had families, and they 
wishing to remain with and provide for 
them, of course became eager for subsli- 
tutes, so that a great competition arost 
among them, and the effect was the bounty 
for substitutes became enormous. ‘These 
were matters to be considered gravely ; nol 
that he wished our military strength to b 
diminished by any means; no, we must 
continue that strength while the affairs d 
Evrope wore their present aspect. It wa 
no matter to us whether Buonaparté existed 
or not, while France was the military nation 
she was, we must bear a relative proportion 
to that military power. He admitted, how 
ever, that no addition ought to be made 0 
the condition of aay man who entered into 
his’ military service that would be a_ breach 
of faith —The hon. baronet then took wp 
the subject of popularity, as stated by Mb 
Hiley Addington, and said, that his right 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham) could never lt 
unpopular among those who knew howl 
value a man versed in ancient, and intimate 
ly acquainted with every branch of modef 
learning, who knew how to esteem privat 
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worth and public virtue. As to the “ gross 
ignofance”’ which the right hon. gent. 
had thought proper to apply to his right 
hon, friend, he was astonished, and he be- 
lieved that every member present was also 
astonished, that it should ever have entered 
jnto the head of that gentleman to make an 
jnsinuation of so extravagant a nature.—He 
concluded by insisting on the distinction 
which he had taken between the two classes 
of volunteers, those of the 42d, and those 
of the 43d of the King; the first he thought 
entitled to all exemptions, the other to 
none. 

Colonel Calcraft, in answer to what had 
fallen from the worthy Alderman (Price), 
thought that the facility of recruiting in 
provincial districts, as compared with the 
difficulty stated to exist in London, did not 
arise from the cause stated by the worthy 


alderman, namely, the giving of higher © 


bounties in the former than in the latter, 
but from the circumstance of a vast number 
of working artisans being dismissed from 
their employment at Birmingham, Sheffield, 
Manchester, and various other manufactur- 
ing towns, as the returns from those towns 
would prove. ‘These men, when they were 
unemployed, and saw no chance of being 
reinstated, immediately formed the idea of 
enlisting in the line or militia; and instead 
of going from town to town to look for 
higher bounties, repaired to the next town 
where they could be received; and this 
would account for the difference of facility 
in raising recruits in the country. With re- 
spect to the volunteers themselves, as he had 
not had an opportunity of speaking his sen- 
timents, he wished to say 2 few words. It 
had been pretty much the fashion to charge 
aright hon. gent. near him (Mr. Windham) 
with disparaging those corps, as utterly use- 
Jess and unfit for service. He, for one, ne- 
ver conceived the arguinents of that right 
hon. gent. in that view, but merely as mean- 
ing that his Majesty's ministers did not use 
the military population of the country in the 
way which he thought most-efficient. For 
his own part, however, he felt no, disposition 
to undervalue the services of the volunteers ; 
on the contrary, he thought they would be 
tendered highly serviceable and efficient for 
the defence of the country. As to disci- 
pline, however, as compared with troops of 
the line, or established militia, that was out 
of the question. The nature of the service, 
and the opportunities that had occurred for 
training the volunteers, admitted of no com- 
Parison with the other troops. In aid of 
those troops, however, he thought they 
Would form an important branch of the pub- 
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lic force; and he thought that as that ser- 
vice must depend chiefly on the high spirit 
and good will of the corps; a liberal conduct 
from those who were to-direct their opera- 
tions should be observed,. and that govern- 
ment should not be over nice or strict in the 
minuter details of their discipline. 

Mr, Secretary Yorke suggested to the hon. 
baronet (Sir W. Young) who spoke. last but 
one, to read and consider the act of the 42d 
of his Majesty, as he seemed not to be aware 
of its provisions. Referring to the remark 
of the last speaker, whichfvould imply some 
want of patriotism and public spirit in Lon- 
don, he had to observe, that from one in- 
stance which came within his own know- 
ledge, that insinuation would not appear to 
apply. When he was Secretary at War, an 
otter was made to him by the Drapers’ Com- 
pany of London, immediately afier the com- 
mencement of the war, to raise 200 or 300 
men for the public service, to be attached to 
any regiment of the line which government 
might think proper. This proposal he sub- 
mitted to the consideration of H. R. H. the 
Duke of York and General Hewit, and ‘it 
was the opinion of those high authorities, 
that it would be imprudent to accede to it, 
for this reason, that it was found that this 
respectable and wealthy company had not 
the means, through their own influence and 
connexions, to raise the number of men spe- 
cified ; and that the probability was, they 
would offer such high bounties as would 
interfere with, and do much injury to, the 
ordinary course of recruiting for the regular 
army. ‘This instance he mentioned merely 
as an answer to the statement, that the City 
of London was not sdfficiently forward to 
contribute to the public defence; and he had 
no doubt, had the offer he described been 
accepted, that taany others of a similar nature 
would have been made. 

Mr. Giles wished to know, whether th 
proportion of the army of reserve, which 
j.ondon was to furnish, was yet complete ? 

Mr. Secretary Yorke stated, that there was 
a deficiency in the city quota, as well as-in 
that of Middlesex ; but that such deficjen- 
cies arose, not from the tardiness of those 
with whom the duty of providing the men 
rested, but from the frequency of deser- 
tion, which took place to 4 greater extent in 
this city than in any other district; and this 
he conceived it impossible to prevent. It 
arose from the nature of our police, any 
change in which, however, he could never . 
persuade himself to propose cr to meditate. 

Mr. Giles argued, that from the reading 
of the Volunteer Act, the distinction taken 
by the hon. baronet (Sir W, Young) was 
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unfounded. This act described only two 
descriptions of service, namely, volunteers 
and voluntary services; and the fact was; 
that not one of the latter description was 
entitled to exemptions. The hon. baronet 
had been also erroneous in stating, that the 
prospect of exemption from the militia and 
the army of reserve influenced thé. volun- 
teers; in contradiction to that assertion, he 
had to méntion a fact which he knew, in 
consequence of the situation which he held 
as one of the deputy-li¢utenants of Hert- 
fordshire, namel¥ that the number of vo- 
Funteers accepted in that county was 2800, 
and the nuwber who offered for voluntary 
services were 6,600. The latter were not 
entitled toy ‘nor did they ever look for ex- 
emptions; though the hon. baronet had 
stated generally, that almost al! the men in 
the country, capable of military service, 
were locked up in the volunteers; and that 
of course the exemptions were so extensive, 
that it would be found quite impossible to 
provide recruits for the regular army. Upon 
inquiry he had no doubt that such circum- 
stances as he had described in Hertfordshire, 
would be met with generally throughout the 
kingdom. _ 

Sir William Young said, that his meaning 
was misconceived by the hon. member who 
spoke last. 

Dr. Laurence rose, and, in a speech of 
considerable length, took a general view, 
as well of the volunteer system, as of the 
conduct of his Majesty's ministers, in adopt- 
ing that system, going over nearly the same 
ground which had been traced, both on this 
and on former nights, by Mr. Windham, and 
by the learned doctor himself. It had been the 
fashion, he'said, for his Majesty’s ministers 
and their supporters, to endeavour to ca- 
Jumniate, and run down the characters of 
those men who have the honesty and the 
boldness todeliver their candid sentiments in 
that House, in opposition to the measures of 
ministers, which they conceived to be im- 
politic; regardless of that temporary po- 
pularity which ministers were so anxious 
to obtain from gratifying the whim of the 
moment without biokine to future results. 
‘Of this illiberal disposition too many in- 
stances had been given with respect to the 
conduct of his right hon. friend (Mr. Wind- 
ham), *the purity of whose motives no man 
could question, and the ability of whose 
mind even his adversaries were forced to 
acknowledge ; but yet he was the subject 
of much undeserved censure, and extremely 
culpable misrepresentation. The latter, 
some persons out of doors seemed encou- 
taged to promote; and the effect of that 
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Mmisrepresentation in the circles of the pi, 
nister’s friends, was quoted in that Hong 
as an objection to his right hon. friend, 
opinion- A right hon. gent. on the'othe 
side of the House, whom he did not now 
see in his place (Mr. H. Addington), hag 
this night stated, in a very confident tone, 
that his right hon. friend was unpopular; 
ie had expressed his astonishment at the 
sedulous perseverance of his right hon, 
friend, in reprobating the volunteers, and 
asserted that every cornet of the county 
echoed with censure, disapprobation, and 
disgust, at the conduct-of his rt. lon. friend; 
What, he would ask, was the cry of u. 
popularity, even if it attached to a pari. 
cular course of policy, to weigh with the 
mind of an enlightened statesman, to urge 
him to the abandonment of that course, 
against the conviction of his own judgment! 
The idea was too ridiculous to be enter 
tained. No-sound politician could support 
it. That popularity was highly desirable, 
was an indisputable proposition, becauseit 
was, independently of other consideration, 
a powerful instrument fer a politician 
work with; and, whatever the advocates 
of ministers might assert or insinuate, he 
would contend, that his right hon. friend 
did possess a very high degree of popula 
rity, which was particularly owing to his 
opposition to the volunteer system. This 
fact he knew from his acquaintance with 
the sentiments of the people throughout 
the country, and particularly those of the 
more intelligent description. He said he 
was himself present when a large company, 
consisting principally of the friends of ad 
ministration, drank that gentleman’s health, 
and made him the. bearer of a complime 
tary message to him, for the part he had 
taken with regard to this subject. Th 
learned member observed, that the com 
pany he alluded to was composed of men 
whose talents and characters were suchas 
to entitle their opinion to respect—mento 
be esteemed by whom was indeed 4 flatter 
ing evidence of the popularity which his 
right hon. friend enjoyed; and he could 
not help saying, that any people who could 
condemn the motives which manifestly a 
tuated his right hon. friend, or who could 
not respect the line of public ‘conduc 
which he had pursued, were incapabled 
understanding their own intcrests, were 
scarcely worthy to be served. Yet, how 
ever much he regarded public opinion, 
however much he respected popularity, 

must observe, that too much was general 


‘said in that House about following the ser 


timents of the people, for if the 
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were always to be followed, for what pur- 
se were some persons selected to lead? 
No tational man would wish to render 
pimself obnoxious to the people, but yet 
jointelligent and dignified statesman would 
drink from his purpose from fear of popu- 
larity, for it was notorious that the people 
ere too apt to consult their immediate 
ease, and but seldom to look to future in- 
terests, however important they might be. 
Ministers, if hey were wise, should rather 
encourage than attempt to depreciate an 
opposition, from which they might obtain 
the most useful advice. In many cases, in- 
deed, they had acted upon advice derived 
fom that quarter, although so forward to 
traduce its consequence, at the time 
itwas offered. Ministers were told by his 
right hon. friend, that if the daugers of the 
country were fully made known, the spirit 
ofthe people would be found ready to 
meet it, and this appeared from the re- 
sult; but the complaint of his right hon. 
friend now was, that that spirit was ill 
directed, that the flower of the military 
strength of the country was locked up in 
thevolunteer system, and that the volunteers 
were governed by committees which were 
likely to become the focus of democracy. 
Thatsuch committees did exist was a fact 
uite notorious, and that six privates had, 
ee their institution, the power of go- 
yerning a whole corps, officers included, 
and of arranging every thing connected 
with its’ internal conduct, enforcing the 
attendance of members, infliction of fines, 
&c.—With respect to the allusions made 
to the amount of the bounties given to the 
substitutes for the Army of Reserve, he 
gould say from his own knowledge, that 
not less than so guineas were offered for 
substitutes in Middlesex. A man was 
known to hold a paper, pasted on the top 
ofa pole, at Charing Cross, with an in- 
sctiption of “ so guineas‘for a substitute ;”” 
and his hon. friend had said, that 100 gui- 
neas had been advertised for two substi- 
tutes at the Market Place of Norwich. To 
prove the enormous bounties offered, in 
contradiction to the statement of an hon. 
fee on the opposite side of the House, 
ecould quote many other instances, but 
twas unnecessary, and would only serve 
to prolong the debate.—The learned mem- 
bet concluded with accusing ministers of 
tunbing away fiom their duty, and de- 
Gating that he should always teel proud of 
wing acted with his right hon. friend, in 
Opposition to their system, whatever ani- 
yen ‘might be made upon him in 
House, or whatever calumnies might 
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be propagated respecting him out of doors, 
because he was equally satisfied of the pu- 
rity of his right hon. friend’s motives, and 
the profound wisdom of his political cog- 
ceptions, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer began by 
saying, that the learned member had con- 
cluded with a very heavy charge, indeed, 
upon his Majesty's ministers, namely, that 
they had deserted their duties and had 
given encouragement toa spirit of culumny ; 
but, to whom the charge of dealing in 
groundless slander and detraction most pro- 
perly applied, he would leave it to the 
House and the public to judge. Of the duty 
of a member of Parliament he was fully 
aware; and no man respected that duty 
more than he did. He knew that, consis- 
tently with that duty, every member of that 
House was bound toexamine, and entitled 
to state fully, bis opinion upon every public 
measure.. He should be sorry to see that 
disposition damped by any fear of animad- 
version, or that the exercise of such ap im- 
portant right should become the subject of 
calumny. He admitted fully that a states- 
man should prefer the interests of the peo- 
ple to every other consideration, and that 
unpopularity should not restrain him from 
pursuing the course of measures which his 
judgment prescribed. For popularity, pro- 
perly understood, he professed the highest 
respect, and should always feel a proper sol- 
licitude ; but, thet ministers had ever betray- 
ed any idle, vain wish for popularity in the 
system they had acted upon, as had been in- 
sinuated, he most pointedly denied. To 
what part of their conduct could the charge 
of endeavouring to court the people, be 
applied? Was it to be detected in their 
financial arrangements ? Was it in the quan- 
tity of taxes they had imposed on the coun- 
try? It would be recollected, on this point, 
that immediately after the conclusion of the 
last peace, an addition was made to the 
public taxes, which was equal to half the 
amount of the whole interest on the na- 
tional debt, previous to the war which that 
peace termivated, and at the commences 
ment of the present war, a further addi- | 
tion was made of twelve millions. From 
this it appeared that vo Jess than 17 mil- 
lions were added to the taxation of the 
country within the short space of 14 months, 
That is, not less than seven millions more 
than the whole interest of the national debt 
previous to the commencement of the last 
The financial proceedings, therefore, 
of ministers could not be said to manifest 


. any very strong disposition to conciliate po- 


pular fayour ; and could that disposition be 
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seen in their conduct with respect to the 
military and naval departments? Did their 
keeping up 50,000 seamen during peace, to- 
gether with a large military establishment, 
imply an extraordinary desire for popu- 
larity? In aword, did not every measure 
of ministers carry with it the determination 
to provide for the honour, the interests, and 
the safety of the country ? He would put 
it to the candour and common sense of any 
man, whether, in their proceedings, they 
were in the least degree influenced by any 
base, unmanlv, dishonourable wish to court 
popularity, and whether they had in any in- 
stance shewn the still more dishonourable 
wish to detract from, or calumoiate any 
member for the performance of his duty ? 
For himself and his colleagues he could say, 
they despised a practice so illiberal and so 
vile, and he was equally certain that his 
right hon. relation (Mr. H. Addington), to 
whose words some allusion had been made, 
would contemn any thing like it. The 


words alluded to, which were merely, that 
the sentiments which the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Windham) no doubt, thought it his 
duty to deliver in that House, made a very 
unfavourable impression abroad; and that 
his observations upon the volunteers were 
particularly ill received.. No doubt, how- 


éver, the right hon. gent. felt his conduct 
justified in his own mind, but yet it was 
very natural to suppose, that the disposition 
he had upon all occasions shown to depre- 
ciate the volunteers, would be considered a 
very ungracious return to them for their pa- 
triotic zeal, and for the diligent application 
of their time to acquire a knowledge of the 
means necessary to defend their country. 
That his Majesty’s ministers attempted by any 
means to traduce the character of the right 
hon. gent. was an unfounded accusation ; 
but that they complained of his conduct, 
was an undoubted fact. They complained 
of the right hon, gent., and the right hon. 
gentlemen who acted with him, because they 
condemned indiscriminately every measure 
that they had taken since their accession to 
his Majesty's confidence. They complained 
of the right hon. gent., because he repro- 
bated their arrangements respecting the mi- 
' litia, though that body was constituted pre- 
cisely as it existed at the time that right hon. 
gent. was in office. They complained of 
him, because he called forth all his efforts to 
decry the system of the volunteers, although 
it was no deviation whatever from that 


which prevailed, when the right hon gent. - 


was in office: but now it appears that the 
fight hon. gent. would prefer an armed pea- 
santry. In short, it was, because he arraigned 
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every thing they proposed, that they com, 
plained.— The right bon. gent. on the gy}, 
ject of the volunteers, had always argued’ 
if ministers looked to that body as every 
thing, which they regarded only as an in. 
portant ingredient in the public force. 

felt that it was a principle never to be oy 
sight of, that our security materially de. 
pended on the diversified construction of oy 
national army, and that in a country situated 
as ours is, it would be impossible to array 
in a regular army, any very considerable 
portion of our population ; because it woul 
be inconsistent with their industry and thej 
habits, and injurious to the vital interests of 
the nation. In addition to the volunteeiy 
we had, it was to be remembered, a regular 
army and a militia, much greater tha 
ever existed at any period, that the right 
honourable gentleman was in office, apd 
yet, he was heard perpetually to alle 
the inadequate state of preparetion for | 
defence of the country. Among the singulg 
modes of attack upon ministers, resorted jg 
by the right hon. gent. and his advocates, jt 
was observable that they uniform'y took the 
deductions from their own reasoning » 
facts, and generally relied on them as such, 
They concluded that at the peace the regular 
force of the country would be reduced, and 
therefore that it was reduced; but the fac 
was, and he had made inquiry to ascertain 
it, that from the whole of the infantry only 
1500 men had been discharged, of whom 
1000 were from the guards, as being u- 
der sized and otherwise unfit for service, 
The statements of the right hon. gent. were, 
therefore, as to this point, upon which he 
and his coadjutors had often dwelt, egregi 
ously exaggerated. ‘Their assertions ‘with 
respect to the progress which recruiting 
for the regular army had made since tk 
commencement of the war, were equill 
groundless. For, on the contrary, instead 
of such recruiting being at a stand, as thy 
alleged, the army had obtained 7000 ft 
cruits from that army of reserve which thit 
right hon. gent. so strongly condemned; 
and upon a comparison of the period whith 
elapsed since the war commenced with tk 
game progress of time during the last peat, 
it appeared, that more men had been obtaitt 
ed by recruiting within the former perio, 
notwithstanding the competition which 0 
dinary recruiting had to encounter in th 
high bounties offered for substitutes intl 
army ‘of reserve, the amount of the mililt, 
and the exemptions granted to voluntem 
in the one instance, and the solicitude whic 
must have assisted: in the other instance# 
fill up regiments, and the facility of obtain 
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ing recruits .in Consequence of. the militia 
being disbanded, &c. This consideration 
would surely be admitted by the right hon. 
ent. to be a strong proof of activity in the 
recruiting service, and it must be evident 
that his apprehensions upon this head had 
been quite unfounded ; for, upon the whole, 
jt would appear that the regular army had 
_ obtained, within the short space of seven 
onths, no less than 15,000 recruits. So 
auch for the outery raised by the right 
on. gent. and his party, as to the state of 
our means for the defence of the country, 
gid the exertions which ministers have 
made, seconded by the wisdom, energy. and 
gal of Parliament and the people, to give 
“to every department of the public force am- 
pleresources to meet the exigences, to avert 
‘the dangers of the present crisis, and to 
oblige the enemy to {cel the vanity and wild- 
ness of the calculations which urged him to 
occasion that crisis ! 
~ Mr. Windham denied that he ever meant 
to disparage the volunteers; and said that 
his remarks upon the reduction of the army 
previous to the commencement ol the war, 
referred to the disbanding of the foreign 
corps in our service, which was a proceed- 
ing that he would ever condemn.—Afiter a 


few other remarks from the Chancellor of | 


the Exchequer, the bill was read a third time 
and passed, 








HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Thursday, December 15, 


[Mrinures.]—The royal assent was gi- 
ven, by commission, to the Malt Tax Bill, 
the-Place and Pension Duty, the Irish Ha- 
beas Corpus Suspension, the Irish Martial 
Law, the Seamen's Desertion, the Bank Re- 
Sttiction, the British Sugar Bounty Draw- 
back, the Irish Provision Import, the Irish 
Oats Distillation, the Small Notes, the East 
India Bonds Duty, the Annual Indemnity, 
_ the Carates’ Relief, and the Portugal Wines 
Bonding Bills, The Lords Comunissioners 
‘were, the Lord Chancellor, the Earl of 
Roslin, and Lord Walsingham,—After some 
Toutine and private business was disposed 
of, Mr. Vansittart, accompanied by several 
Members, brought up from the House of 
ommons, the Volunteer Corps Regulation 
Bill, The bill was. forthwith read a first 
‘me: and, on the motion of Lord Walsing- 
- ham, ordered to be printed. His lordship 
took the opportunity to-state, that should 
the prints be on the table to-morrow, it was 
his iatention then to move for the second 
Teading of the bill.—Adjourned till to-mor- 
row 


Vor, IV. 
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HOUSE ‘OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, December 15. 


[Mrinutes.]—The Deputy Usher: of the 
Black Rod appeared at the bar of the Honse, 
and desired its.attendance' in the House of 
Peers. The Speaker, attended by several mem- 
bers, accordingly proceeded to the Upper 
House, where the royal assent was given. by 
commission, to the Malt Duty Bill, the Pen- 
sion Duty Bill, the Curates’ Relief Bill, the 
Irish Habeas Corpus’ Bill, the Irish’ Martial 
Law Bill, the East India Bonds Bill, the Irish 
Sugar Drawbacks Bill, the Irish Oats Dis- 
tillation Prohibition Bill, and the’ Portugal 
Wiwe Bonding Bill. —On. their return,. the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer said, ‘he rose to 
move; that the: House'should; at its rising, 
adjourn to Monday next... Previous oto the 
question being put, he: observed, that,! per- 
haps, it would be'proper: to giver notice of 
his: intention of moving,.early after the meet- 
ing of the House, for the appointmentiof a 
Committee to inquire: into:the cause of the 
disputes between the: cotton: manufacturers 
and their servants. “He should have moved 
for such Committee, previous to:the recess, 
had it not. been forthe absence of several 
gentlemen, whom he wished to. be: present 
when the subject was brought forwards »rtHe 
also intended to move for a Committee to 
inquire what difference*there was betweeh 
spirits distilled from «malt ~prodacéd’ from 
barley grown in England, and spirits! ditilled - 
from. barley grow anScotland.—The order 
of the day for receiving» the’ Report of the 
Committee of Supply was deferred tii], Mon- 
day.—The Committees of Supply and Ways 
and Means were’ postponed till Monday:— 
Adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, December. 16. 


(Minures. ]—Counsel were further héard, 
and at considerable fength, relative’ to the 
Appeal, Keighley v. the East India Com- 
pany, namely, Mr. Mansfield: in« continua- 
tion for the respondents. The farther hear- 
ing was postponed ‘till’ Monday. —An offiter 
from the Bank of England, presénted at the 
bar, an account Of thé ‘number, and ariotnat 
of Bank Notes in'circtlation, on the 25th day 








‘ofeach month,*from February til! November 


1803, pursdant to a’ Motion of Lord King. 
Ordered to lie on the*table, ; } 
fVoLUNTEER EXEMPTION BILE. }— Upon 
the motion of Lord Hawkesbury for thie sé- 
cond reading af, tle Volunteer Exemption 
Bill, — 
The Earl of Suffolk, in pursuance of the 
*K kk 
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intimation he -had, given on a former even- 
ing, took the opportunity to deliver his set- 
timents .with réspect to topics of which the 
bill in question formed a part. He professed 
himself the friend of the volunteer system, 
which he thought, well regulated and ‘ap- 
plied, might be rendered of the most essen- 
tial service to the country. It was not 
his intention to oppose the present measure, 
The volunteer farce was a great and desira- 
ble accession to the defence of the country; 
and what he had to trouble ‘their lordships 
with should principally regard the applica- 
tion of such a force, He begged: the atten- 
tion’ of their lordships to some circumstances 
connected with a corps formed in that part of 
athe country where he resided, and composed 
chiefly -of his own tenants :-these consisted 
of about .300'men. From. the rank he had 
the honour 'to hold: in his Majesty's service, 
the could not be appointed to. the command 
-of the corps himself, -but the lord lieutenant 
of the county hadthe. goodness to appoint 
his son:to that istation.. He, however, mate- 
tially assisted in the drilling and disciplining 
of the corps; indeed he had or could obtain 
no other‘assistance in the business than that 
of aserjeant of marines and a corporal ; they 
were drilled, he believed, about eighteen 
‘times before they were inspected; and the 
‘state: 'of:discipline and order to which they 
chad attained at that-period, was hardly to be 
eredited;, they were, upon the whole, as 
‘fine a-body of men. as he would desire: to 
see, and really belived he should as soon un- 
dertake to lead them against the enemy, ‘as 
the brigade of guards whichhe had the:ho- 
nour to:command in America, and-which 
-had so. greatly signalized themselves ib that 
country under Lord Cornwallis and other 
officers... He was of opinion the volunteers 
might be rendered of the most essential ser- 
vice; but every thing should be done to 
eonciliate them, and to keep up that mili- 
tary spirit and ardour with which, .in gene- 
ral, they seemed actuated. Singular asit may 
appear, it was yet in the conviction of every 
man skilled in military tactics, that soldiers, 
particularly that:description of them which 
composed tbe volunteers of this country, 
may. be-over-disciplined; and it were obvi- 
ously, better to lead men,rather minus in that 
* sespect, than in the least under, the influence 
-of discontent. The enthusiam, of tbat part 
-of the national force should be flattered as 
much as possible; they ‘shorld, be as little 
harassed or. fatigued as possible, and, above 
all, except in cases of :direct hecessity, care 
should be taken not to detach them from 
their homes and families: many of them 
were in such circumstances, that were they 
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taken from their families and occupation, 


the former must become parochially charge, 
able: the poor’s rates were severely felt at 
present, especially by the land-holders, ang 
he alluded to the ill consequences which 
might possibly ensue in the event of the 
being materially increased. He was Ri 
dent that on the occasion of actual servicg 

the volunteers would feel an emulation 
equal at least, if not excel; either the militig 
or the troops of the line, indeed, all theg 
different descriptions of the national fores, 
would feel a laudable spirit of rivalship ang 
emulation, which might be directed in 4 
way to prove highly serviceable. Speaking 
of the system of discipline which he thought 
it would be proper to apply to the volunteer, 
the noble earl expressed his disapprobation 
of the plan of having majors attached tp 
them; those probably would be inclined tg 
assimilate the volunteers to the military sym 
tem of discipline, in too great a degree, and 
possibly may conduct themselves in other te 
spects in a way not agreeable to the mem 
bers of volunteer corps. Another consider. 
ation, and not an immaterial one, as consis 
dering the present contest likely to be pro 
tracted, militated against such a plan, name. 
ly, that of economy: the regulation alluded 
to, would certainly involve a considerable 
expense, but there was a certain description 
of regular assistance which be thought the 
volunteers stood in need of, namely, the 
assistance of adjutants properly qualified, and 
as still more indispensable, the assistance of 
serjeant- majors, and these regulations would, 
comparatively, be attended with no great ex 
pense. He had the highest expectations 
from the volunteers, and it was to be remem 
bered, that at the commencement of the 
French military operations, they were mort 
indebted to the exertions of their volunteen 
than even to the iroops of the line, and infis 
nitely more so than to the services of thos 
conscripts who were dragged -into action.— 
His lordship then proceeded to take a general 
view of a defensive system, with a referenge 
to the event of invasion. One of the things 
which first struck him, as most proper to be 
done, was the establishment of a great, mill 
tary depot in a central part of the kingdom; 
considering its local situation, and ge 

graphical circumstances, he considered Wat 
wickshire as the fittest county for such a 


‘establishment : from this county, stores, . 


may be forwarded towards different parts a 
the coast, as occasion may require, Near 
this depot, a great rendezvous of troops’ 

be also established, and which may be pé 
odically changed. Their lordships would 
recollect that such a depot as he had in IB 


i 





7 
contemplation, was long since, and most 
sudiciously, established in the center of Ire- 
food, namely, in the town of Athlone. He 
would by no mtans recommend that military 
depots should be established on the coasts, 
ornearer to them than the distance of a 
forced march, or thirty miles. What would 
be the consequence if the enemy took pos- 
session of a military depot? They would 
find themselves at once provided with every 
thing necessary, and, more éspecially, with 
"Several important articles, it was impossible 
they could bring with them, He then pro. 
ceeded to recommend the erection at proper 
flations on the coast, of Martello forts. 
These would be found of inconceivable ser- 
yict in repelling the enemy; the expense of 
erecting them would not be great, they were 
ofacircular form, with a roof nearly flat, or 
but little sloped, and formied so as to be 
bomb-proof. In them apiece of ordnance 
‘was transversely fixed, and ‘so as to move 
found, and capable of being pointed in any 
direction; the resistance those erections 
were capable of was exemplified in an affair 
which took place on the coast of Corsica last 
war. One of these was attacked by a ship 
of the line (he believed it was the Terri- 
ble) commanded by Captain Young; and 
‘which was assisted by a 40 gun ship: in 
the course of a spirited conflict, the Terrible 
was more than once sct on fire, as red- 
hot balls were discharged from the tower. 
The result was, that both vessels were beat 
off, and* our troops were afterwards obliged 
regularly to open trenches against the tower 
before it surrendered. His lordship was 
proceeding to animadvert upon other topics 
connected with the defence of the country, 
‘when he was called to order by 

Lord Hobart, who begged leave to remind 
‘the noble earl and the House, that the sub- 
ject regularly under. consideration was, whe- 
thera bill, to explain and amend two acts 
passed in the 42d and 43d year of the King, 

‘telating to volunteer corps, should be read a 

second time. It was in the judgment of 
‘their lordships how far’a great part of what 
‘fad fallen from the noble earl was rélevant 
‘fo such a consideration. 

The Earl of Suffolk proceeded :—he should 
endeavour to avoid any matter which may be 
considered as disorderly, as far as possible :— 

“he continued to expatiate upon such topics 
@ he conceived to be, in some degree, con- 
ected with the subject before the House ; 
‘aod, adverting to the state of Ireland, he 
observed, that he. had lately received a létter 
ftom a particular friend of his, an officer of 
§feat professional merit, and who was a dis- 

general in that part of the united king- 
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dom. He alluded to Sir Eyre Coote; the 
letter was of a very consolatory description : 
the officer in question had traversed .500 
miles of that country, atid the description 
which he gave, he was sure, would be very 
satisfactory to several noble lords who heard 
him. He begged he might be allowed to 
read the letter as part of his speech. 

Lord Hawkesbury. rose to order. He felt 
it incumbent on him to interpose on sach an 
occasion, and to advert to the obvious im- 
propriety of suffering the communications 
of a general officer commanding a district, 
stating what his private opinions were on to~ 
pics of so much delicacy and importance, to 
be-so promulgated. Whether the commu- 
nication was. of a favourable or a disadvan= 
tegeous nature mattered not, in his view of 
such a proceeding: the practice he thought 
was highly improper, and were it suffered 
to prevail, it might be recurred to in ‘cases 
where the intelligence was of an opposite 
description. Adverting to the irregularity of 
what fell from the noble earl in point of or- 
der, he followed the example of his noble 
friend, in stating to their lordships what was 
the precise question before them. 

The Earl of Suffolk again rose, and after 
observing that he stood corrected, proceeded 
to observe upon certain proceedings which 
illustrated the professional abilities of his 
hon. friend, the general officer in question. 
He particularly adverted to some circum- 
stances connected with the taking or the eva- 
cuation of Alexandria, when 

The Lord Chancellor quitted the wool-, 
sack, and deemed it incumbent on him to 
interpose respecting the question of order. 
It was with pain that he felt himself called 
upon so to interrupt the noble earl, a great 
deal of what fell from whom might, he 
thought, be better heard in other places.— 
Hislordship then put the question upon the 
dill, when 

Lord Grenville rose, and spoke nearly as 
follows :—It is not. my intention, my lords, 
to take this opportunity of entering fully into 
the general system of regulations relating 
to the volunteers, and the defence of the 
country, which, from the nature of this bill, 
I might very fairly do. I mean to confine 
myself wholly to that-particalar point more 
immediately before the House. [ shall very 
early after the recess take an opportunity of 
discussing more at large a great many points 
respecting the volunteer system, which f 
consider as a subject of the last importance. 
Although, my lords, my objections go ih 
some measure to the frame of the bill, yet 
Ido not wish to object to it altozether, as 


“the delay which the bringing forward a new 


*K EK 2 





. 


1883} PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 19.—Volunicer Exemption Bilt. Tie 


ture. To a certain degree the principle 
was new; already had the volunteers been 
renderedmore efficacious than those which 
had existed in the late war: the system in 


the present case must be gradually amelio- 


rated, and in the course of time rendered 
still more efficacious, and less exceptionable. 
The original principle on which the force 
‘was created and the services of its members 
accepted of, should not at the same time be 
Jost sight of. ‘The volunteer system was also 
to be regarded in a certain view, which, un- 
der the consideration of the contest in which 
we were’ engaged being a protracted one, 
was one of considerable importance, namely, 
economy. At the first’glance it would ap- 
pear, that the services of the volunteers were 
to be acquired incalculably cheaper than 
those of any other description of the national 
force. The consideration of the volunteer 
system, was not only toa certain degree, a 
novel one, but it proceeded on distinct prin- 
ciples ; on its own peculiar nature and me- 
rits then, was that system to be considered. 
On these principles it was regarded by his 
Majesty's’ government, who, he repeated, 
certainly contemplated the subject with the 
most serious attention. 

; The Duke of Clarence then rose and ob- 
_ served, that he entirely concurred in the 
sentiments of the noble lord, whom he had 
in his eye (Grenville), with regard to the 
volunteers: He approved the system, but 
was satisfied that it required a great deal of 
improvement. He did not intend at pre- 
sent to enter freely into the question; as, 
after what the noble lord opposite (Hawkes- 
bury) had said, with respect to the inten- 
tions of government, any long discussion 
now was totally useless. And, indeed, it 
must be apparent, that tillthe imperfections 
that no doabt prevailed in the system of the 
volunteers were ready to be corrected, the 
less that was said about the matter the bet- 
ter. He would therefore take his own ad- 
vice and instantly sit down.—The question 
was then pat: the bill was read a second time, 
and ordered to be committed to-morrow ; 
after which their Lerdships immediately ad- 
joarned. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, December 17. 


[Minutes.] —The Duke of Norfolk, 
agreeably to his former intimation, pre- 
sented a bill for exempting Rectors, ‘Vicars, 
and perpetual Carates from'Arrest for Debt 
_or Damages in any Civil Process, within 
_ the Limits of their respective Parishes, which 
was read a first time.— His grace then said, 
he was conscious that some difficulty must 
aitend the adoption of the present measure, 





The preamble of the bill recited several agg 
which he should have deemed presumptig, 
in him to refer to, being altogether ungg, 
quainted with ecclesiastical law, had he ng 
received the assistance and advice of q gen | 
tlemav eminently skilled in that subject (sit 
W. Scott). He was happy to think, tha 
thaf learned person ‘entertained so_favoup 
“able an opinion of the present measure, the 
he himself would have introduced it befor 
this time, had not the difficulties alluded tp 
presented themselves, ‘Such, his grace eq. 
tertained sanguiné hopes, might be dong 
away. With this view he had introduce 
the bill at the present moment. He therefing 
moved, that it should be printed, that the 
lordships might have an opportunity of giving 
it deliberate consideration during the recesg, 
—The bill was accordingly ordered to bg 
printed.—The Volunteer Explanatory Bill 
went through a Commitiee. On the report 
being brought up; the Lord Chanecellg 
proposed soine verbal amendments, chiefly 
with a view to remove the objections stated 
by Lord Grenville on a former night, and 
to declare that volunteers should not, ig 
every case, be free from ballot for the mili 
tia or army of reserve, for twelve months 
after the return of the commanding officer, 
certifying, that they had served the ‘stipi 
lated number of days: but that they should 
become liable to such ballots, the moment 
they actually ceased to serve in any volun. 
teer corps. —The amendments were agreed 
to, and the bill ordered to be read a thitd 
time on Tuesday.— Adjourned, 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, December 19. 


[Minures.]—Counsel were heard at coe 
siderable length in continuation, relative to 
the Appeal from Chancery ; Keighley v. the 
East-India Company, viz. Mr. Adam, @ 
second counsel for the respondents. ‘Their 
Lordships postponed the final hearing till 
to-morrow. ‘i 

(Votunteer Exemption Bitu.J—On 
the question being put for the third readingot 
the Volunteer Exemption Bill, a conversatiot 
of some length arose, which was opened re 

Earl Fitzwilliam, who entered into 
general subject in some degree of detail. Iq 
the course of his observations, his lordship 
made a variety of remarks upon certain pro 
visions in the existing acts upon the subyech 
particularly upon the 42d and 43d of hit 
Majesty, and also upon the act of the 334 
He expatiated upon the principle on which | 
the volunteers had originally tendered theit 
services, and the terms upon which bi. 
were accepted, and whith he seemed i 
contrast with the system which had subs 
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quently been adopted for their regulation: 


‘from the tone and direction of the noble 


earl’s voice, we were precluded from hear- 
ing many of his observations; but he ar- 
ued that.the entire system required, and 
speedily, aconsiderable degree of revision : 
doubts had arisen, and difficulties were 


daily experienced. which required legisla- 


tive interference for their explanation and 
removal. Many of the provisions to which 
he had referred were inconsistént with the 
principle upon which the volunteers, origi- 
pally came forward, and, from his view of 
certain parts of the acts, he deemed it mat- 
ter for consideration, how far, in certain 


“cases, the volunteers were or were not sub- 
ject, to particular provisions of the martial 


law. These were points which required the 
most serious consideration. With respect 
to. the point of exemption, the bill, he 
seemed to think, was neither sufficiently 
efficacious, nor did it extend far enough: 
there were several doubts and driliculties 
which it would not tend to remove; and he 
remarked upon what. he conceived to be 
the hurried progress of the bill ‘through the 
House. He therefore, in order to afford an 
opportunity of considering the introduction 
of somé farther provisions. to obviate the dif- 
ficulties 1o which he had alluded, would 
propose that the bill be recommitted. The 
noble earl concluded by moving accord- 
itgly. 

Lord Hawkesbury, in answer to several 
points which had fallen from. the noble 
eatl, observed, that he regretted his absence 
from the House for some days past, as then 
he would be sensible how little ground ex- 
isted for the charge of precipitation against 
ministers in the progress of the bill through 
the House ; and especially his absence from 
the Committee on the bill last Saturday, a 
stage in which many of the noble earl’s ob- 
servations would more regularly apply. The 
bill was introduced into- that House on 


-Thursday, read a second time on Friday, 


when some discussion of the measure took 
Place, committed on Saturday, and lay over 
forathird reading this day. The bill be- 
fore the House was merely of an explanatory 


- hature, and very limited in its operation ; 


it tended to do away certain practical diffi- 
cllties, for which an immediate legislative 
iMterposition was obviously necessary. These 
Principally related, as appeared by the bill, 
10 certain points of exemption, With re- 
spect to the general subject, relative to 
Which a great deal of what had fallen from 
the noble earl applied, he repeated what he 
ad said on former occasions, that it was 


Setlainly in the serious consideration of his 
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Majesty's government, and they were fully 
aware of what could be advanced on. the 
grounds of revising and ameliorating the 
volunteer system, butits extensive and com- 
plicated nature was at the same time to be 
considered ; however, it. was intended that 
no practicabie opportunity of doing that 
which was on all hands deemed so desirable 
and important, should be. omitted on the 
part of ministers. At the same time, though 
he threw out these observations, he wished 
to be understood as. not pledging himself ta 
the production of any specific measure at 
any particular time.—Recurring again to 
some of the noble earl’s detailed observations, 
he admitted, to a certain degree, some doubts 
and difficulties had arisen. with respect to 
certain provisions of the relevant acts, and 
respecting which, the most regular. autho- 
rities, at the time, were resorted to, namely, 
the law officers of the crown; on opinions 
promulgated by these, the magistrates acted, 
With respect to the bill, he deemed its pro- 
visions fully adequate to obviate those diffi- 
culties it professed to remove; and it was 
such as, under all the circumstances of the 
case, it was deemed necessary to propose to 
the legislature: but witb regard to any 
contingent difficukies which might prevail 
(or such as seemed to be in the mind of the 
noble earl) until it should please Parliament 
to adopt farther regulations, if such.io its 
wisdom it should deem necessary, that regue 
lar quarter which he had alluded to as arbi- 


-trating on former occasions, would be again 


resorted to, for the direction of the magis- 
trates, &c. in the discharge of their duties ; 
he would therefore press the third reading of 
the bill. 

Earl Fitzwilliam, in explanation, sup- 
ported some of the provisions he had in the 
first instance advanced. He did not think 
that magistrates were entitled to act in vire 
tue of an opinion delivered by the law ofh- 
cers of the Crown. .He apprehended that 
they could only act agreeably to act of Par- 
liament ; and that Where any act was inex- 
plicable, they were not entitled to supply its 
defects by the opinions of any lawyers, hows 
ever respectable. If it was meant that the 
exemptions should extend to voluntéers of 
every description, very few would remain 
subject to the ballots for the militia and ar- 
my of reserve; and he thought it of import- 
ance that one mode should not be adopted 
in one parish and another in another. He 
adverted to the state of the ballots, &c. in 
the parts of the country where he was con- 
nected. ‘These were; in consequence of the 
difficulties which occurred, ih some instances 


delayed : and the lieutenancy felt themselves 
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considerably at a loss. .He conceived it to 
be the duty of ministers, to lose no time in 
obviating those difficulties. 

“Lord Grantley said a few words in support 

_ ot what fell. from the noble Secretary of 
State, and adverted to the necessity which 
existed for the explanatory bill then under 
consideration. ' 

“The Lord Chancellor argued, that nothing 
which fell from the noble earl, milifated 
against the passing of the bill then before the 

fouse. ‘The greater part of what bis lord- 
ship had advanced, went to points which had 
‘no conrexion whatever with the bill, which 
was of am explanatory and a very limited 

“nature.” He was free to confess his disap- 
probation, in certain points of view, of pro- 
ceedings of this kind: he liked not explana- 
‘tory act after explanatory act, and exposi- 
tion after exposition. ‘These considerations 
‘should be left, as far as possible, to the con- 
straction and explanation of those in whose 
province it was regularly to explain them: 
he alluded principally to his Majesty’s law 
officers, With respect to the measure re- 
gularly under consideration, the noble’ and 
Sefrned lord coincided «with, and enforced 
what had. fallen from the noble Secretary of 
State. é 

Ear] Fitzwilliam, in additional explana- 
tion, observed, that his object was not to re-: 
sist the progress of the bill; as far as it 

~went, he rather approved of it; bat he con- 
sidered it as by no means sufficiently eftica- 
cious or. extensive, and, in that view, he 
thought it susceptible of amendment. 

The Lord Chancéllor then put the question, 
and after a few words between him and the 
noble ear], respecting the point of order on 
that proceeding, the bill was read a third 
time, and passed ; and a message was imme- 
diately sent to the Commons, acquainting 
them, that their lordships had agreed to the 
bill; with certain amendments. —Their lord- 
ships then, after disposing of some routine 
business, adjourned during pleasure.— After 
a short interval, Mr. Sargent, accompanied 
by several members, returned thé Volunteer 
Corps Regulation Bill from the Commons, 
who had agreed’to their lordships’ amend- 
ments.—This being notified to the House, 
an adjournment till to-morrow immediately 
took place. 


a 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, December 19. 

; {Minvuves.}—Colonel Barton, from the 
office of the inspector General of the ar- 
my: of reserve, brought up the general re- 
turn of the number of men raised for the 
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royal army of reserve up to the pres Me 4 
month ‘of Peciinber. ‘Ordered to be plat . 3 
ed.—Mr. Parr, from the African Compay es 
presented some accounts, from that ¢om,] fora 
pany. Ordered to lie on the table. Mp alit 
Dent presented a petition from the prisong dim’ 
confined for debt in Lancaster Gaol, prayiy yee 
for relief.—Colonel Stanley and Mr. Tiers, of 3 
presented similar petitions from the pring ‘cent 
confined for debt in Chester Gaol, andin the MM galie 
Fleet. Ordered to lie on the table.—A ney ‘back 
writ was ordered for the boraugh of Cag. HF gutic 
marthen, in the room of J..G. Phillips, Bg the 
who has accepted the Chiltern Hundredia  gutic 
A person from the Excise, brougbt up ania poe 1 
count of the quantity of table beer and smal HH 4s yo 
beer, which had paid duty from Januay, tema 
1802, to January, 1603.—The report of th goth 
Committee of Supply, respecting the sini the | 
granted for the encouragement of the ling upop 
manufactures in Ireland, was brought Y tiona 
and agreed. to. Ba. 
[ikisH IMPORT DUTIES EILL.} —Mie phic’ 
Corry said, he rose for the purpose of givitg ME 4 the 
@ notice relative tothe Ways and Meansati gnd_j 
Ireland. It was not usual to go intote ll pow | 
Ways and Means of Ireland, previous to) | acts s 
Christmas recess, he therefore now denor 
wished to give notice of his intention wpm gq yc 
that subject, and the rather, because the MeM the a 
litary duties of many of the Irish membani propo 
rendered it impossible for them at preset every 
to attend their duty in Parliament. They gion, 
notice he now gave, related to the consd i stood 
dation of the subsisting import doties, ai wher 
some of the inland duties in Ireland, AM® the a 
schedule of those duties had been laid befOtll good 
Parliament last session, and was agreed (ME woul: 
but certain considerations, particularly awit cours 
to give the fullest possible time to merchanli had g 
for the investigation of the subject, induct the ¢ 
the postponement of further proceeding jn th, 
upon it. A similar schedule would be HiME he dic 
before Parliament after the recess. He ho servat 
the House would excuse him for being that | 
special in his notice, because he was anxi0WH gure ¢ 
that it should be well understood in Ire nf, “ment 
particularly by the merchants. The dali forth. 
referred to, were principally upon , foregily ‘the d 
articles, either imported directly into lrelami meet. 
or through Great-Britain ; but in COmPEE not an 
quence of the stipulations in the ActOM® gen ¢ 
Union, nor upon any articles, the proditt « [Vs 
of Great-Britain. ‘The duties now payal “Tessa 
on foreign articles were principally OM their | 
under the 40th Geo. IIf. cap. 4, the 49% Exem 
Geo. Ill. cap. 33, which had since DGHRE amen 
continued, and the 42d Geo. III. cap. seurrer 
But the consolidation was not to bey MMi move: 
strictly and precisely upon the duties a3 WHEE The § 
now stood, because in all cases where WM Vp 
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were fractions of a penny, the fraction would 


“pe yejected, arid the duty brought to the 


‘pext integer either above or below. In the 


~ former case, the revenue would be increased 


giule; and, in the latter case, it would be 
diminished a little. In some cases, certain 
duties imposed by 42 Geo. IT]. cap. 117, 
of 8}per cent. on imports, and 1 or 4 per 


| eent.on exports, would be extended by this 


ggiiedule to Kast-India .goods. The draw- 
backs now allowed on the export of foreign 
articles to foreign couitries were those under 


“theacts of the 40th and 41st Geo. III. the 


duties under the 421 Geo. III. cap. 117, 


“not now drawn back, were by the schédule 


gsvoted, drawn back. He had but one more 
‘emark to trouble the House with; by the 


Mth Geo. III. passed in the last session of 


the Irish Parliament, the duties were laid 
upop most articles ad valorem, and the addi- 
tional -duty imposed 'by the 42d Geo. III. 
@p.117, was arated duty, or the reverse, 


' which of course caused considerable trouble. 
‘tothe merchants, for whose accommodation, 


and in order to facilitate business, it would 
now be proposed, that the duties under these 


ats should be reduced to one and the same 


dgnomination, viz. either a rated duty or an 
advalorem duty, according to the nature of 


‘the article. The schedule, which he should 
Propose after the recess, would almost in 


every instance be the same as that of last ses- 
fion, yet he wished to be distinctly under- 
wood, that it might vary from it; because, 
where alterations were suggested, either by 


“the merchants themselves or by others, ‘the 
“good sense of which was appayent, they 


would undoubtedly be attended to. In the 
course of the last session of Parliament, he 
had given notice that he should prepare, for 
the consideration of Parliamerit, a measure 
in the shape of a property tax for Ireland ; 
hedid not mean at present to make any ob- 
servation upon that subject, except to say 
that he should endeavour to prepare a mea- 


sure of that sort, and to submit it to Parlia- 


Ment soon after the recess. He had only 
farther to add, that he should propose that 


the duties should be permanent, in order to 
“Meet the permanent charges of Ireland, and 


hotapnual; as they had been up to the pre- 
sent time. 
-(Votenreer Exemprion Biti.J]——A 


‘Message from the Lords, informed the House, 


their jordships had agreed to the Volunteer 
Exemption Amendment Bill, with several 
amendments, to which they desired the con- 


furrence of the House.—Mr. Secretary Yorke 


Moved, that the amendments be now read.— 


The first amendment being accordingly read, 


Vor. IV. 
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Mr. Secretary Yorke said, that on the read- 
ing of the bill and the amendment, it would 
strike any one that this amendment was ne- 
cessaty 5 for the bill, as it went from the 
House up to the other House of Parliament, 
exempted persons accepted and enrolled as 
volunteers from serving in the militia, .but 
had no provision on being ballotted to serve 
in the militia before they became volunteers; 
and this amendment was therefore necessary, 
in order that persons who had been ballot- 
ted for the militia, should be obliged to do 
so, if they should happen to quit their vo- 
lunteer corps; that they should clatm no 
exemption, on account of having been volun-. 
teers, but that such exemptions should con- 
tinue only while they remained volunteers, 
for whith reason he trusted the House would 
have no objection to the amendment. 

The Speaker observed, upon the point of 
order, that the usual course was to read all 
the amendments over once, before any disé 
cussion took place upon them, and that: the 
season for observation was, regularly speak- 
ing, on the question of second reading, or of 
agreeing to the amendments. This was the 
more necessary to be observed, .because by 
it the House could see the bearing of the 
amendments altogether, before it entertained 
any discussion upon them.—The amend- 
ments were then read ; they were all verbat 
except the first, of which the substance is 
already statéd.—On_ the question for the se- 
cond reading, 

Mr. lVindham took an objection to the 


- House, at present, iri this matter, He said 


it was usual to adjourn the consideration of 
all. amendments made by the Lords, in any 
bill sent to them from that House, in order 
to give the members time to understand it. 
He did not profess to understand this amend- 
ment, thus brought down and read upon the 
sudden. He saw no harm in postponing the 
consideration. of it for twenty-four hours. 
He said, that an idea had gone ‘abroad;;. 
whether true or not, he did not pretend go 
say, that the amendments made by the Lords 
in this bill, were such as the House had not 
been accustomed to receive and acquiesce 
in. He dared to say, that was not likely to 
be the case upon such an occasion as this, 
but that was a point, however well. assured, 
it was impossible for the House to-know ; 
for which reason, he thought this subject 
ought to stand over until to-morrow: this 
he pressed the more particularly; as many 
gentlemen had gone away under an idea that 
this bil! would not have been brought from the 
House of Lords to-night; and that if these 
amendments were now agreed to, these gen- 
* Lil 
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tlemen would be deprived of the opportunity 
of delivering their seatiments upon them. 
Mr. Secretary Yorke said, that if he thought 
there was any amendment which required 
mach consideration, he should wish it to be 
deferred, to give every gentleman who wish- 
ed it, an opportunity of delivering his senti- 
ments,upon it, but there really was nothing 
of that kind. It certainly was not difficult 
to understand the first amendment, as he 
had already stated it; and, as to all the rest, 
they were merely verbal. With regard to 
the idea of the amendments being material, 


and of its having so gone forth to the public, : 


that was one of the inconveniences which 
resulted from permitting the publication of 
the proceedings of Parliament; under which, 
some persons ‘had the audacity, in direct de- 
fiance of the standing orders of the House, 
not only to misrepresent the proceedings of 
the, {wo Houses of Parliament, but some- 
times actually to invent matter, which created 
gteat confusion in the public mind. A clause 
was proposed by a-noble lord in the other 
House of Parliament, by way of amendment 
to the bill, which amendment was now be- 
fore the House, and which went only to 
make up for an oversight of the House of 
Gommons, by which it was provided, that if 
any volunteer should quit his corps, he should 
no longer be allowed to avail himself of the 
exemptions to which volunteers were enti- 
tled ; that was all— a thing too plain. for 
discussion. 

» Mr, Calcraft professed to have ho wish to 
procrastinate this business, but he could not 
help thinkiog. it was quile necessary that this 
amendment should be inquired into, which 
could: not be done unless it was postponed 
until. to-morrow. at least. He was satisfied 
that a mucia more respectable attendance, in 
point of numbers, would have taken place 
in the House if it had been thought that 
these amendments. were to. have been pro- 
posed to be.agreed toto-night. He knew 
of po reason why the House might not take 
this matter into consideration to-morrow. 
He was quite sure none had been alleged. 

The ¢ hancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
all those gentlemen’ who had heard the a- 
mendment and attended to the bill, who 
thought that.it only went to supply the de- 
fect of that bill as it went from that House, 
would agree to the amendment. But if any 
gentlemen in the House would have the 
goodness to attend to the amendment while 
it was read from the chair, and then would 
declare, asa member of that House, that he 
did not understand the amendment per- 
fectly, not only would it be matter of jus- 
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tice to allow further time to consider it, 
therefore he should not oppose it, bat 
should himself move for further time for 
that purpose. ~ Be: 

Lord folkestone obsersed, that several gent, 
lemen who, he believed, intended to le 
present at the discussion of these amend, 
ments, had gone away under an impresgigg 
that these amendments were not to be pr 
posed to be agreed to until.to-morrow, Hig 
lordship said, he understood it to be the 
neral practice of that House not to. take 
amendments made by the lords into cons, 
deration until the next day after they wer 
brought down, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer desired 
the Speaker to read, first the bill as it went 
up to the House of Lords, and then the 
amendment made by their lordships, which 
being done. 

The Speaker took leave to observe, that 
although sometimes amendments made by 
the lords were taken into consideration ong 
subsequent day, yet it was extremely % 
quent for the House to agree to amendments 
made by the lords on the same day they 
were brought down, One: of the amené. 
ments had been already explained: as to. 
the rest, they were merely verbal. It wa 
for the House to say whether it would con 
sider them now, or defer them to a future 
day. . 

The Chancellor of the Eachequer said, that 
the substantial amendment now before the 
House was only to carry into effect the mm 
nifest intention of the House, but which 
intention had .been imperfectly expressed, 
Here he went over the clause again, and ob: 
served, that the bill as it, originally stood, 
only affected volunteers who should be bale 
lotted, &c., but did not provide for the case 
of those who might have been balotted and 
exempted on account of being volunteer, 
but who ought not to have such exemptions 
longer than they should serve as volunteers 

Mr. Windbam said, that the importance 
of the subject was unquestionable. The 
propriety of adjourning the discussion ofit 
was to him obvious. He professed himself 
incapable of understanding this amendment 
on the sudden, at least of being sure he 
understood it. Gentlemen, had gone away 
under the idea that i¢ was not to be discus 
sed to-night, and he thought it was littl 
more than matter of course to, defer it uofil 
to-morrow. He was really ignorant of the 
possible effect of certain words being inttor 
duced into. a bill like this} and his igno 
rance strengthened his argument in this case, 
for it was impossible without'time to reiaove 
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“t. There was no necessity of thus g6ing 


backwards and fofwards in a hurry with 
‘pills; and therefore on these grounds, with 
‘every reason for the adjournment, and 
‘noné agdifist it, he should think the House 
would not prooceed on this matter now. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
“bythe word substantial amendment, he did 
not mean that which the right hon gent. 


“who spoke last, might suppose ; he mesnt it | 


-only by way of distinction from those amend- 
“ments which were merely verbal. 
Mr. Giles said, he considered the bi'l as 


now amended by the lords, to be precisely | 


what the House intended it to be when 
they passed it, but from an oversight had 
niitted- to express with precision, for which 
reason he suppotted the amendment, and 
.gaw no reason for delaying the consideration 
of it. 

Mr. Calcraft adhered to his former opi- 
‘pion upon this subject, on account of gent- 
lemen having left the House under an idea 
that the subject was not tobe discussed to- 
night.. As to the amendment being only 
what the House intended to have expressed, 
he did not think it much to the credit 
of the House, to have.sent into the other 
House a bill which did not express what 
was meant by its authors —an additional 
reason for not being: so hasty a second.time. 
He alleged that the House would have done 
more wisely by printing the bill, and giving 
more time for its discussion than it had done. 
The lords had ordered it to be printed, and 
wisély so, for such measures should have as 
ample a discussion as possible. In one werd, 
unless some better reason than any he had 
yet heard, was given for agreeing to these 
amendments to-night, he should think it his 
duty to object to that course. 

An adjournment was moved by Lord 
Folkestone, as the bill had not been 
printed, that members might have an 
‘Opportunity of seeing with more cer- 
famty what was the effect of the dif- 
ferent amendments.—The gallery was then 
cleared ; but we understand that his lord- 
Ship was prevailed upon to. withdraw his 
Motion. The amendments were then read 
and agreed to ; the bill was returned to the 
lords, and the Housé adjourned. 





HOUSE" OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, Dec. 20. 
~[{Miwutes.]—Mr. Romilly was heard oD 
the part of the appellant, in the cause of 
Keighley v. the East. India Company, after 
Which the-Lord Chancellor at some length 


delivered his sentiments respecting the case. - 
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His lordship was of opirion, that before their 
iordships came to a decision, some time 
should be allowed for making up their minds 
on so important a case to the parties con- 
cerned. Theirlordships being to adjourn for 
the recess this night, he should move that the 
further proceedings be adjourned to the se- 
cond day of the meeting of Parliament after 
the recess. Ordered.-——Mr. Mitford pre- 
sented an account of the expense of the nor- 
thern lights, the southern whale fishery, and 
some other accounts, which were laid on the 
table. A message was sent to the ho- 
nourable House of Commons by Sir Francis 
Molyneux, gentleman usher of the Black 
Rod, acquainting them, tbat the lords, au- 
thorised by virtue of his Majesty’s commis- 
sion for declaring his royal assent to several 
acts agreed upon by both Houses, desired 
the immediate attendance of the honourable 

House in the House of Peers to hear the 

commission read ; and the Commons being 
come thither, the said commission, em- 

powering the Lord Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the Lord High Chancellor of Great- 

Britain, and several other lords therein 
named, to declare and notify the royal - 
assent to the said acts, was read accor- 

dingly ; and the royal assent given to, 

An act to explain and amend two acts 

passed in the forty-second and forty-third 

years of the reign of his present Majesty, re- 

lating to volunteers and yeo-manry corps in 

Great Britain: and also one private act. 

—The House then adjourned to Friday the 

3d day of February, 1804. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, Dec. 20. 


[Minutes.]—A message from the lords 
required the attendance of the Speaker at 
the bar of that House, where the royal as- 
sent was given by commission to the vo- 
lunteer exemption act.—Mr. Mitford pre- 
sented an abstract of the account of the 
conimissiovers of northern light houses ; a!so 
an account of the number of ships from Scot- 
land engaged in the whale fishery. Ordered 
to lie on the table.—On the motion ef Mr. 
Sergeant, a new writ was ordered to be is- 
sued for the election of a burgess for the 
borough of Dorchester in the room. of the 
hon. Cropley Ashley, who has accepted 
the office of clerk of the deliveries in his 
Majesty's ordnance. Mr. Sheridan’ pre- 
sented a petition from certain electors of the 
borough of Liskeard, Jin Cornwali, com- 
plaining of the decision” of the Committee 
appointed to try the merits of the last ¢lec- 

*LIl2 
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tion for that borough. The petition stated | fore, prayed permission to oppose the resdly. 
the right of voting vested in all the inhabi- | tions of the said Committee.—Another| 

tants of Liskeard paying scot and lot, al- | tition of o similar nature was presented 

though the Committee determined that it | Mr. Sheridan, from a Mr. Child, of Lig 
belonged solely to the mayor and burgesses, | keard. Both petitions were ordered to bg 
and accordingly decided that the honourable | taken into consideration on Tuesday the 10;h 
John and William Elliots, the sitting mem- | of April next.— Ordered, that the accoupe 
bers, were duly elected ; but in the opinion | presented by Mr. Vansittart on the 14th in. 
and judgnient of petitioners, as Thomas She- | stant, relative to. bounties given on fish 
ridan and William Ogilvie, Esqrs. had the | brought to the London market, shouldbe 
majority of scot and lot voters, the said de- | printed —On the motion of the Chancellor 
cision of the Committee was contrary to | of the Exchequer the House adjourned tg 
the law and usage of Liskeard. They, there- | Wednesday the Ist of February 1804, __ 











An Account of the Nev Provuce of all the Permanent Taxes in the Years aud Quartet 
ending the 10th day of October, 1802 and 1803, respectively, 


In the Quarters ended In the Years ended. ‘ 
Oct. 10, 1802. Oct. 10, 1893. | Oct. 10, 1802. Oct. 10,1803, 

Customs ......00.008 608.) 15274,754 8 3 | 1,474,957 9 93] 23452462 18 11] 3,857,400 18 
Excise, Consolidated. ....| 3,619)647 © 0 | 3,813,079 © © 412,203,226 3 8 [14,098,990 0 
Stamps+.....scessescess| 760,444 O O]}- 816,747 1 64! 2,931,768 13 8 | 3,153,040 
Incidental Duties .......+] 702,422 18° 7 797,008 18 54] 4,539,540 18 o§! 5,156,997 
Duties raised in 1803, by, 

means of a. Consolidation| 

of the Customs, by the! 

Act of the 43d Geo. III. 
Sugar, Malt, Tobacco, An, 1,773,099 16 3%) §,283,423 17 32) 3,509,095 399955407 9 


| 
_ — 62,500 0 Oo | 62,500 
| 














| Beatsn68 3 14| 8,245:718 7 1 |25,199,093 30,192,335 39 


i 





War-Taxzs. 
British Spirits 335335 — 38,335 — = 
Forcign Spirits 5 120,505 — = 
Wine 57,886 — — 57,886 —— 
Goods and Shipping 198,640 18 93 198,640 18 gf 
Malt once 396. = 394 == 
Sweets —— 132— — 132 —— 
Tea —= 215,815 — — 215,013 —— 


L. 631,705 18 93 L. 631,705 18 9f 








Exchequer, November 28, 1303. 
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An Account of the Amount of the Notes of the Banx or IRELAND, in Circulation (including 
Bank Posr Bitts payable after Seven Days Sight) on the 1st January, April, August, 
and October, 1603, respectively; distinguishing the Amount of tbe several Descriptions ¢ 
Notes below the Value of Five Pounps. 


Value of RE NS Pee ke s. d || Value of Ris sink ihe L.. ¢2 
L. 5. and Upwards - 1,624,401 4 8% | L. 5. and Upwards............ 1,806,194 1 6 
Lit. sess 743,403, | aa sceeee 149496 0 0 

3 Guinea ., $41,208 17 © 1 Guinea .. 542,976 Io 6 

a & $....315,597 1 74 999:35t tr 4% |) y ae bay ta 12 7 (7, 120820596 4 y 
Zuvescnsxcos ~ $7842 22 9 a Ae di coves 15,97E FO JR _—_ 
1803. January 1St.......+6- 4. 2,623,752 16 1 1803. August I8t....se+e+eeL. 2,818,790 § 











L. 5. and Upwards .......+6+ 15642254 14 74 || L.5,and Upwards........... 1,769,950 9 ff 
, Te seeeees 1399748 ° Oo L. &. oeeeee 143;314 0 0 ; 
1 Guinea ...- 538,911 2 0 | -x Guinea... 544,992 3 6 

IE &4....4+. 314,391 18 4h £Or7ihge, ¢ 10s 1 & Fee eeee 312,661 15 7H 1,011,891 7 Mf 
3 s+ 24045 § 6 Zercescecee 10923 8 3 J ————— 
1803. April 1st...esseserae Le 23659,950 16 6 | 1803. October ist ..eeseeseshe 29781,041 17 OF 











2 For the Gev. and Comp, of the Bank of Ireland, " 
Dublin, 9th Dee. 1803. Wm. Donlevy, Accts Get : 
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An Amount of the Nores of the BANK oF 
“ ExGLanp, in Circulation on the 1st of 
June, ist Aug. 1st Oct. and 25th Nov. 
1803 ;—distinguishing the Améunt of those 
‘that were below the Value of Five Pounds. 


‘Amount of Bank of England Notes of Five 


Pounds each, and upwards, including Bank 
Post Bills payable Seven Days after Sight. 
On Ist June - - - - 1803, - - £ 12,847,540. 
ist August ~ - - 1803, - - - 13,013,180. 
ist-October - - 1803, - - = 12,570,500. 
95th November 1803, - - - 13,502,690. 
Amount of Bank of England Notes of £2. 
and £1. each, 

On Ist June -- - - 1803, - - £ 3,253,600. 
ist August - - - 1803, ---- 3,721,330. 
ist October - - 1803, - - - - 4,052,010. 
25th November 1803, - - - - 4,429,240. 

Wm. Walton, Acct. Gen. 
Bank of England, 2d Dec. 1803. 








General Return of the Royal Army of Re- 
serve; made up from the latest Returns 
received by the Inspector General. 


Inspector General’s Office, Dec. 1803, 





* Rorburgh.......... 


| 


SCOTLAND. 


No. due, including 


Present. 
Casualties. 


COUNTIES. 


cs) 
& 
ws 
o 
> 

2 

2 
o 

t& 


| E 





Deserted. 


Aberdeen... ....++- 


yx ar 


5 


Berwick oss 200 
NR CS 5 -s.<'3 
Caithness. ..... 20+. 
Clackmannan 
Cromarty. ....+... 
Dumbarton... 
Dumfries.........- 
Edinburgh .... 


Plow 








Haddington 
Toverness.......- ‘ 
Kincardine........ 
MINTOSS.0 4 0c sc ces 
Kirckudbright 
"Seer 
Linlithgow 

Mass co rive ates 


MOTISEW... 0 ccc cece 
MRT Ss oi oss sc cee 


Selkirk 

Stirling...........- 
Sutherland.......++ 
Wigtown......-+0+ 


‘neni 


Total, for Scotland. . 14435] 53] gla7t 
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General Return of the Royal Army of Reserve 
for England and Wales. 


ENGLAND 


and 
WALES. 


a ee 


COUNTIES. 





| No. of Men. 





Anglesea...seeeess 
Bedford.... 
Buckingham, ......- 
Berks.... eeeesesese 
Brecon...-. 
Cambridge......-.+ 
Cheshire .....cscc0e 
Cumberland.......- 
Cornwall 

Cardigan ...++++e- 
Carmarthen. ....6.- 
Carnatvon...-cccove 
Durham..,...-+++e¢ 
Devon ...0.0 cccees 
Dorset ..ccscoccess 
Derby....+-+e+eeee 
Denbigh..... 


eooeeecee 


Gloucester.... sees 
Glamorgan... 
Hertford 
Huntingdon. .....+. 
WEIAE Sous os ne geces ’ 
Hertford 


Lancaster. ....- sete 
London and 
Middlesex 5 hire 

Leicester 

Lincoln 

Merioneth.......... 

Monmouth 

Montgomery.......- 

Northampton 

Wuortoieeli oy ches 

Northumberland.... 

Nottingham 

Oxford 

Pembroke 

Rutland 

Radnor 

Shropshire 

Sus isk veer cake 

Surrey 

SUCRE oc cc mie ae 

Somerset 

Binds ow cick ss e's 

Warwick... 0... oe 

Worcester 

Westmoreland 

Wiltiis. ov csehiwesk 
West Riding. 

York Bas Do.... 
North Do,... 





Total for England 
and Wales 











Dead. 


w.w | Rejected. 
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| Deserted. 
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No. due, including 
Casualties. 


Effective, and 
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“General Return 


of the Royal Army of Reserve 
for Ireland. 





IRELAND. 


+ COUNTIES. 


g 


Casualties. 





Effective and 
‘No, due, includin 


| Rejected, - 


; | Deserted. 





Antrim 
Armagh .,...... 
Carlow... .,.+e00. 
Pavan 0. disses 
Clare ere erweete 
Cork (City) +... 
Do. (County)... 
Donegal .. ie 
DOWD 20s enccons 
Dublin (City).... 
Bo. (County).. 
Fermanagh ...... 
Galway .....0.. 
Berry ...0.e cece 
rears 
Kilkenny ....,.. 
FRINGES 60 oe s006 
Leitrim .....:.., 
Limerick (City).. 
Do. (County).. 
Londonderry .... 
Longford........ 
Louth .......... 
Mayo .sssecene. 
SPREE oc o eeu etcs 
Monaghan 
Queen’s ....... 
' Roscommon .... 
Sligo . 
Tipperary ...... 
ODE. eae soe 
Waterford .,... 
Westmeath...... 
Wexlord ........ 
Wicklow 


ereerseve 


NS 
= Cy 





g Quarters has been .made, 
een incurred for such Men, 


emia 


PUSTTUPTT LTT TTT Tt | Dead. 








&c. having b 


» Aa 





| 
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— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
; 

— 
— 
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| me 
— 
a 
ae 
{ 
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150 
TS) 335 
34] 176 


s 2 
o particular Return of men rejected at the Receivin 
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Total for Ireland 





Pe 


—— 


6189) — e | 619) 5579) 4521 





RECAPITULATION. 


Englandand Wales|2 


Scotland , 
Ireland. ........ 


Fotal for United! 
Kingdom 


137363|1010 
| 


952|578'1129124480} 9004 
5S} 3] 2711 4103) 1897 
_- | 610) 5579) 4521 


~ 
t 


6739} 
4435 
° 


} { 
} 
181/2010 34162/15422 





0. Hewitt, 
Lt. Gen. 


- Dublin (County 





Abstract of a List of such Yeomanry andr, 
lunteer Corps as have been accepted, oy 
placed upon the Establishment in Ireland, 


Dublin Castle, 5th Dec. 1%, 





Establish: 
meat, 
—., 
Rank and 
File, _ 
Cav. | laf 
314) 
108 4 
142! 1008 
190} 2505 
om 499 
99} 33 
360 i 
2250 


COUNTIES. 


Serjeants. 





Armagh....... 
Carlow .....:. 
Cavan 

Clare igo. kes 
Cork (Countyy. 
Cork (City) ... 
Donegal, ..... 
Down 


eo <3. NUD | Subalterns. 
sam Aw 


mw 


Dublin (Ciry) , 
Fermanagh -. ;.! 
Galway ....... 
Kerry..... 
Kildare . 
Kilkenny ......| 
King’s County ..| 
Leitrim , | 
Limerick 
Londoaderry 
Longford . 
Louth 

Mayo 

Meath .4..4... 
Monaghan 
Queen's County | 








Rescommon.. 
Sligo | 
Tippeiary......! 
Tyrone ..é... me 
Waterford .... 
Westmeath ....) 
Wexford . 
Wicklow .... 


1g 
52 
67 
20; 45 
16 33 
45) 67; 133 
$0 90 135 
11262206 35 73) 











64756 





Grand Total eeeeererereeeeeere 82241 
— 


Whitehall, 
13th December, 1303. 
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* postract of the Returns of all the Volunteer and Yeomanry Corps of Great-Britain, wh . 
Poe wices bave been accepted by bis Majesty, describing each Gare in, whose Ser 


| Rank 
and 
Cav. Infan., Art| File C 
; ; ‘av. {infan. 
eee eeeere bese eees oe 3400) 120 3520 London eearaerseseesetes ra ee 
Anglesea. s+ +e cree receee +} TOOO; 4+] 1090 | Middlesex ...s..eeeeeeee | 82) 8299 
Argyll o+seeeeeeeerer ee. 4 2028) 63] 2097 Man, I60t Of 65 acutoe asc cel GQe 
SS betee 4. 2677; ..| 2692 WHCIOVED 5 o's s see cae o-| 464) 
-«| 960; 80} 1022 | Monmouth........s.e008 | 125) 1624 
Bei yi pros oe] pe Montgomery .....eeeeee0 | 120) 1560 
; eee ene ered 34: | be ay 220 
eee ceerennss | 772) 91% | Norfolk ..0cccccccecveds J1120 6514 ; 
Beaevanveitd acavecen:4! ee 1196) 1146 | Northampton......ee++s0 {1037) 3430 
alien 48 3420 | Northumberland .....++. | 517) 4411 
ater ameelly SANA ABs Bod fo etapa Sane = 9 
: nia Ciena 1} 3322 
eee oeeeeesserere sy 2465 2500 pane and Zetland eeese = li 
JAN. seer eveeeereeee . 567 531 eebles ‘ 521 480 
ee 3 2 2347 + Sag cokes ba ~h 44% 1852 
SEE errr ines 732, 4843! 105) ath sah ee a 
os Oo 
Mpeticsss occice, 40) 296) ..| 336 ag a ap birds Ty o+| 2701 
Bs SK coven dae OSB cccccccebeccccvces +-| 1620 
— bidtic de ate si¢cdtinen | BO9 5432 2328) 7772 oie oe ce eebiteas o BsEGM GOO 
Bein ea 56 | tesa] 7 - 3 rt ee er ee ssese eee 160 335 
MDA... cccee. ; 4\ ahs | 33 273 nalop eee eceroecs er eere 940\ 5022 
Derbys. s-.eceseecee was oa a a ; ‘ so} ae 
Devon... decccccccce se ee 137311319713 26 cays oe agape gkbese mn Spt 
eeresssrcsicss: 73) 319% 3 s, 52 2 fa ord oor ceeeccccevee [FOQ0! 5425 
Rais peges 58 sos +] a ea paceetase tte cabadad 308} 13138 
; mp ho haces eres | e+] OHO ccnoses oebemas ep 69} 63 
enon Ue cece gees gees 84) 1875) o* 1879 Sutherland ....... m soa 
9 a nhl 573, 3814} 300) 4440 Surrey..cccccccessorecee | 944) 7802 
ri hehe eel “i? oe] 784 SUSSEX ++ se sseserevereres 1024; 6114 
Fife eee eneseres . 335) ee 7033 Tower Hamlets... ee reeese ee 4173 
. Gir altace (ag eles 2613) 190} 2906 Warwick é 708] 3874 
ibaa eee 70, 2429) --| 2698 | Westminster .....sseeee. | 26010438 
Bes bars sete eons 2692! 70| 2717 | Westmoreland «...«+.+. e+} 1420 
maa i pisde-ere eocsree ear ++) 2301 Wight, Isle of ...+e0seee 120} 1732 
heeded oversee 436,176) 7164 | Wigtown-..cecseseeceee | 105) 624 
tags 764 836) 9509 Wier y2et-> on conse 850] 4524 
| 3 2 ++) 3532 OECESIEL 20's 0 need sncas ot} GOR 6 
a R25, aatg 50) 2762 | York, North Riding...,.. a rs 
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List of Acts passed in the present Session of Parliament, from the opening of the Scssion oh Tue 
day, Nov. 22, 1803, to the Christmas Recess, Tuesday, Dec. 20, 1803. * 


1.’An Act to continue, until six Months after 
the Ratification of a Definitive Treaty of 

Peace, the Restrictions contained in several 
Acts made in the 37th, 38th,,42d, and 43d 
Years of the Reign of his present Majesty, on 
Payments bf Cash by the Bank of England. 
[15th Dee, 1803.] © 

2. An Act for granting to his Majesty the Sum 

- of Eight, Thousand Pounds, for the present: 
Relief of certain Curates in England. [15th 
Dec. 1803.) 

S. An Act to regulate the Bonds issued by the 
Rast India Company. with Kespect to the 
Rate of Interest, and the Duty payable there- 
on. - [15th Dec. 1803.] 

4. An Act to continue several Laws relating to 
the suspending the Operation of two Acts of 
the [5th and 17th Years of the Reign of his 
present Majesty, for restraining the Negoci- 
ation of Promissory Notes and Bills of Ex- 
change under a limited Sum in England; 
and to the prohibiting the Importation from, 


and permitting the ‘Exportation to, Great . 


Britain of Corn; and for allowing the Im- 
portation of other Articles.of Provision with- 
out Payment of Duty, until the 25th Day of 
March, 1805 ; and tothe regulating the Trade 
and Commerce to and from the Isle of Malta, 
until six Months after the Ratification of a 
Definitive Treaty of Peace. [15th Dec. 1803.] 
5. An Act to continue, until the 25th Day of 


March 1805, an Act, passed in the last Ses-. 


sion of Parliament, for discontinuing certain 
Drawbacks and Bounties on the Exportation 
of Sugar from Great Britain, and for allows 
ing other Drawbacks and Bounties in Lieu 
thereof. [15th Dec. 1803.] 

6. An Act for suspending, until the Ist Day of 
August 1804, the Operation of an Act, made 
in the last Session of Parliament, to continue 
and amend two Acts, made in the Parliament 
of Ireland, for restraining the Negociation of 
Promissory “Notes and Inland Bills of Ex- 
change, under a limited Sum, within Ireland. 
[15th Dec. 1803.} 

. An Act to indemnify such Persons in the 
United Kingdom as have omitted to qualify 
themselves for Offices and Employments; and 
for extending the Times limited tor those Pur- 
poses respectively, until the 25th Day of De- 
cember 1804; and to permit such Versons in 
Great Britain as have omitted to make and 
file Affidavits of the Execution of Indentures 
of Clerks and Attornies and Solicitors, to 
make and file the same on or before the first 
‘Day of Michaelmas Term, 1804. [15th 
Dec. 1803.] 

. An Act to continue, until 'six Weeks after 
the Commencement of the next Session of 
Parliament, an Act, made in the last Session 
of Parliamant, intituled, *‘ An Act to em- 
power the Lord Liutenants or other Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland, to appre- 
hend and detain such Persons as he or they 
shall suspect for conspiring against his Ma- 
jesty’s, Person and Government, until six 
Weeks after the Commencement of the next 
Session of Parliament.’ [l5th ec, 1803.] 
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9, An Act to continue, until six Weeks after 
the Commencement of the next Session of | 
Parliament, an Act passed in the last Sesgigg | 
of Parliament, intituled, ‘ An Act for the © 
Suppression of Rebellion in Ireland, and foy | 
the Protection of the Persons and Prope 
of his Majesty’s faithful Subjects there, tocons 
tinue in force until six Weeks after the Com. 
mencement of the next Session of Parliament). | 
[l5ih Dec. 1803.] 

10: An Act to continue, .until the. 25th Day of. 
March 1805, several Acts of the 4\st, 424, 
and 43d Years of his present Majesty’s Reign, 
for regulating the Drawbacks “and: Bountigg 
on the Exportation of Sugar from Ireland, 
[15th Dec. 1803.] ‘ 


11. An Act for enabling the T.ord Lieutenant 


or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ire. 
land, to prohibit, until the 25th Day & 
March 1805, the Distillation of Spirits from 
Oats.or Oatmeal in Ireland; and for indems 
nifying such Persons as have acted in advising 
or carrying into Execution a Proclamation dh 
the Lord Lieutenant and Council -of Ireland 
for prohibiting such Distillation. [15th Deg, 
1893, ] : : 

12. An Act to continue, until the 25th Day of 
March 1805, so much of an Act, made in the 
4\st Year of his present Majesty’s Reign, a 
relates to the prohibiting the Exportation 
from [reland of Corn or Potatoes, or other 
Provisions; and to the permitting the Imports 
ation into lreland of Corn, Fish, and Provis 
sions, without Payment of Duty. . [15th 
Dee. 1803.} 

13. An Act to prevent the Desertion and Escape 
of Petty Officers, Seamen, and others, from 
his Majesty’s Service, by Means or iil 
Colour of any civil or criminal Process. [ 15th 
Dec. 1803.) | 

14, An Act to amend two Acts, passed in the 
41st and 43d Years of the Reign of his present 
Majesty, for permitting Portugal Wine tobe 
landed and warchoused ‘in the United Kings 
dom; and to allow Spanish Wine to be # 
landed and warchoused. [15th Dec. om 

15. An Act for raising the Sum of Five Mille 
ons by Loans or Exchequer Bills, on the Cres 
dit ot wich Aids or Supplies as have been of 
shall be granted by Parliament for the Service 
of Great Britain, for the Year 1804. [15th 
Dec. 1803.] 

16. An Act for continuing and granting to his 
Majesty certain Duties upon Malt, in Great 
Britain, for the Service of the Year 1804 
[15th Dec. 1803.]  » ; 

17. An Act for continuing and granting to his 
Majesty a Duty on Pensions, Offices, and Pers 
sonal Estates, in England; and certain Duties 
on Sugar, Malt, Tobacco, and Snuff, in Great ~ 
Britain, for the Service of the Year 180h — 
[15th Dec. 1803.] he 

18. An Act to explain and amend two Act 
passed in the 42d and 43d Years of the Reig 
of his pfesent Majesty, relating to Volunteett” 
and Yeomanry Corps in Great Britain. [20d 
Dec. 1803. ] : 


* 
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HOUSE: OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, Feb. 1, 1804. 


- {Muvores.]—The House met this day 


pursuant to adjournment. ‘The Speaker 


_ took the chair at half past three, A bill for 


jnclosing lands within the manor and parish 
of Kettering, in the county of Northampton, 
was read asecond time, and committed.— 
Mr, Hobhouse brought in a bill for enabling 
his Majesty to settle certain lands on his 
Royal Highness the Duke of York. Read 
a first time, and ordered for a second reading. 
—Anew writ was also issned for the election 
of amember for Truro, in the room of J. 
lemon, Esq. who since his election, has ac- 
cepted the place of commissioner for exe- 
euting the office of lord high admiral of 
Great-Britain.—A new writ was also issued 
for the election of a member for Walling- 
ford, in the room of Sir F. Sykes, deceased. 
—Mr, Vansittart moved, that there be laid 
before the house the amount of the net 
produce of the permanent taxes, from the 
5th January 1803, to the 5th January 1804, 
distinguishing each quarter. Ordered,— 
Mr, Secretary Yorke gave notice, that 
he should this day se’nnight move for 
leave to bring in a bill to consolidate, ex- 
plain, and amend the several acts that have 
been passed respecting the volunteers.—The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, 
that he should to-murrow move for a select 
committee, to inquire into the state of civil 
list. He should also move to-morrow for a 
select.committee to take into consideration 
the joint account between Great-Britain and 
Jreland, 
{Miopiesex Erection Petition, J— 
Mr. Fox rose to draw the attention of the 
House to a petition whjch had been pre- 
sented against the return for Middlesex, by 
acertain description and number of persons, 
stating themselves to be freeholders of that 
county. With regard to the point of time, 
he had not a moment to lose in making the 
otservations which occurred to him respect- 
ing the formality of that petition, as the 
merits of the petition were to be taken into 
consideration to-morrow. But what he had 
ipobserve with respect to that petition would 
be best understood by a reference to the 28th 
of the King. The Houte would recollect, 
that for the better arrangement of pétitions 
% controverted elections, several provisions 
been made in that act, not only for pre- 
venting the penalties of the act, but also for 


Bp Peventing the presentation of undue and 


mal petitions ; one of those provisions 

fated, in a very. plain and distinct manner, 

a og re could not proceed at all on 
VOL. 4, 
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any petition, unless the persons whose names 
were subscribed to it claimed the right of 
voting at such el4€tion, or set forth a claim 
to a seat in that House in consequence of the 
result of such anelection. The petition ta 
which he alluded, and.to which he intended 
to object, was signed by persons not stating 
their claim to a right to vote, or to 4 seat in 
that House in consequence of the issue of 
the Middlesex election ; it was consequently 
a petition not squared and modelled agree- 
ably to the provision of the act which be had 
already quoted. As to the proceedings of 
the House previous to the passing of that 
act, they were regulated on acts of a more 
liberal or more loose canstryction. But 
that act was in jts nature so strictly obliga- 
tory upon the House, that, in his opinion, it 
particularly called upon them not to set. the 
example of disobeying a law so pointedly 
and forcibly laid down. If it should appear 
to the House that on the occasion of this 
petition, their proceedings were had upon 
erroneous grounds, it would be now for 
their wisdom and better judgment ta rectify 
the mistake. It might be a question, which 
was the more proper mode of proceeding on 
the present occasion ; he should take the 
liberty of suggesting two modes; either, 
that the order which stands for. to-morrow 
for taking the Middlesex petition into con- 
sideration be discharged, as far as it relates 
to the petition in question ; or, if it did not 
appear to occasion any material inconve- 
nience from a short delay, to defer the order 
until Friday, that in. the interim the House 
might make up their mind with regard 
to the objections which he had insinuated 
against the petition. Either mode of pro- 
ceeding would meet with his concurrence, 
The hon, gent. then moved, that the provi- 
sions of the act to which he alluded, should 
be read, and also the petition, in order to 
shew that it was not in strict conformity 
with those provisions ; which being done, 
he declared it to be his intention to move, 
that the House do adopt either of the modes 
of proceeding respecting it which he had 
already stated. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
he could not subscribe to the sentiments ex- 
pressed by the hon. gent., as he entertained 
an opinion altogether different upon the 
point. in question, from that which seemed 
to be entertained by the hon. gent. He 
hoped, however, the House would not be 
unwilling to adopt one of the modes which 
had been pointed out; for on a point of such 
essential importance, mature deliberation 
was evidently necessary. But though the 
question were to be delayed, yet even now 

* A 
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he felt desirous to state two grounds of doubt , 


tespecting the validity of the objections 
urged by the hon. gent.—First, he thought it 
advisable for the House@to pause, and in- 
quire into the practice of former times, be- 
fore they pronounced, whether those who 
stiled themselves freeholders did not, by so 
denominating themselves, infimate their 
élaim to aright of voting at such election ; 
for ipon what ground could they be entitled 
to approach that House, unlessas freeholders, 
who had a claim to a right of vote. The 
House should therefore be cautious to give 
a fair and equitable construction to the pe- 
tition. At all events, the petitioners should 
be allowed an opportunity to ascertain their 
tight, aod to make out a case for the House 
tojudge upon. He had also room to doubt, 
whether it had been right in the House to 
presume a disability on the part of persons, 
who stated themselves to be frecholders, and 
who, upon that statement, insinuate a claim 
to a right to vote. The question he thought 
to be a matter of much delicacy and intri- 
cacy, and, therefore, he must wish that suffi- 
cient time be allowed to take it into due con- 
sideration. 

Mr. ‘Fox then moved, that the order of 
the day he read for taking the petitions into 
consideration to-morrow ; which being read 
accordingly, the order was discharged, and 
a new order made out for taking the Middle- 
sex petition, and the petition for Midhurst, 
into consideration on Friday next.—Mr. Fox, 


after consulting a few minutes with some of © 


his friends, rose, and gave notice, that he 
should to-morrow make a motion for reject- 
ing the petition to which he had adverted.— 
The Committees of Supply and of Ways 
and Means were’ deferred till Friday, after 
which the House adjourned. 








HOUSE OF COMMON‘, 
Thursday, February 2, 1804. 
{Minutes.J—Quintin Dick, Esq. took 


the oaths and his seat for-the burgh of 
Westloe, in Cornwall.—Sir Joho William 


Anderson presented a petition from the Di- - 


rectors of the West-India Dock Company, 
praying for leave to bring in a bill enabling 
then: to raise further sums of money for the 
completion of the works necessary to finish 
the docks. The petition was referred to a 
Committee.—Sir J. Newport moved for an 
account of the sums of money paid for the 
support of Houses of Industry in Ireland, 
by the grand juries of that country, in the 
years 1801, 2 and3. Ordered.—The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer moved, that leave be 
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given to bring in a bill to indemnify gq) 
persons as may have suffered by the act pn. 
hibiting the exportation of corn.—As jh. 
committee appointed to settle the accouny 
between Great-Britain and Ireland wp toth, 
year 1801, was considered as dissolved. 
the prorogation of Parliament, the right hop, 
gent. also moved, that the committee be. 
appointed, and that it resume its proceedip, 
on Monday morning next.—He also move 
that a select committee be appointed toi. 
quire into the state of his Majesty's civil Jig 
The following are the names of the édp. 
mittee: The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Mr. Sec. Yorke, The Sec. at War, Right 
Hon.Wam, Pitt, Sir Wm. Scott, The Attop. 
ney General, The Solicitor General; My, 
Rose, Sir Wm. Pulteney, Sir W.W. Wypte, 
Lord G, Cavendish, Lord G. Thynne, Mr, 
Steele, Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Mannity, 
Mr. Ellison, Mr. Plumer, Sir J. Frederic, 
Right Hon, J. H. Addington, Mr. Vaniit. 
tart, Mr. Sturgess.—It was moved, that sid 
committee have leave tosit, notwithstanding 
any adjournment of the House, and tht 
five members be a quorum.—He also moned 
for a committee to consider of a bill toad. 
just the differences between. the cotton ma 
nufacturers and their’ servants. All which 
motions were respectively agreed to. 
{Mrpoesex Erection Peritiow.j= 
Mr. Fox rose, agreeably to his notice of 
yesterday, to call the attention of the Hone 
to the petition of certain persons, styling 
themselves freeholders of Middlesex, com 
plaining of the return for- that county.—Th 
hon. member began by stating, that the 
point to be considered by the House was 
one so clear, and so little liable to any pos 
sibility of difference of opinion, that he did 


not conceive it necessary to occupy the time} — 


of the house with any detailed arguments 
It would not, he conceived, be attempted 
to be denied that acts of parliament were, 
in every case, to be interpreted in a mame, 
as nearly as possible, agreeably to the preci 
letter, and if this was admitted as a genet 
principle, it could not be denied that sich 
mode of interpretation was more €8 

proper, when the act itself was framed fot 
the express purpose of putting an end! 
vague ideas of the intentions of the legit 
ture. The House had, on the present © 








casion, a very simple duty to perform. 20 
had only to lay out’of their consideralia 
every idea but the positive mandatory ™ 
junctions of the act, and then their deci 
could not, even for ‘a moment, become 


matter of doubt. Gentlemen, he was amy 


vinced, need not be reminded of the eireit 


stances ‘which originally gave rise (0 MH 
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“Grenville act. Jt was an act expressly 
» founded on the bad opinion entertained of the 


_ of elections was to be decided. 


House of Commons in the exercise of its 
judicial powers. It was an act originating 
jp constitutional jealousy, and designed to 


correct an evil, the existence of which all 


parties admitted. Having said this, it was 
proper for him to add, that the act, which 
originally encounte-ed the strongest oppo- 
sition, had, from experience, been found pro- 


ductive of the most beneficial effects. Those 


who had originally resisted it with the great- 
est zeal, had seen reason to alier their opi- 
gion, and. those who were, in the first in- 
glance, its warmest opponents, had become 
jts most sincere admirers. He had no hesita- 
tion in admitting that he himself was among 
this number. It was, therefore, not to be 
denied, that the origin of the act was a vir- 
tual admission that the House collectively 
were very bad judges of law, so far as it 
concerned the mode in which the fairness 
After the 
passing of the Grenville Act, in the first 
instance, the obvious conclusion was, that 
all discretion was taken away from the 
House, and that every thing connected with 
flection petitions was to be regulated-by the 
precise provisions of the act. It was quite 
impossible to dispute the truth of this posi- 
tion. So much, however, was the legisla- 
ture impressed \, ith the idea that this was the 
clear meaning of the act, that it was judged 
mecessary to bring in a bill to put this mat- 
iter, if possible, in a still clearer point of 
view.—By the act of the 28th of his Ma- 
jesty, the power of the House in receiving 


@ rejecting petitions was clearly defined. 
Tnthat act it was exactly stated what was 
the description of petitions on which the 


House were to proceed, and what was the 


mature of those which could not, consistent 


with the spirit and provisions of the original 
act, be admitted. In the original act, it was 
(positively intended that all power of preli- 
Minary judgment should be taken away 
ftom the House. It was'declared, that if 
Petitions were of such and such a nature, 
they should be laid befure a Committee ; bat 
thatifthey were of adifferent description and 
character, they, should be declared incon- 
sistent with the provisions of the act, which 
‘Was. to regulate all proceedings relative to 
Controverted elections. . These original pro- 
Visions m'ght, perhaps, in strict interpreta- 
tio, have been conceived to be sufficient ; 
Dut lest any possibility of mistake should 


| “Btise, lest any circumstances should occur 





_ Which might endanger a recurrence to the 
‘decision of the House, which was taken for 


‘Prauted to be highly liable to error; the 


"28th of his Majesty had in view the direct 
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prevention of any stich inconvenience. It 
was meant to declare ail prelimioary decj- 
sions beyond their reach. It was to bind 
the House to receive petitions under certain 
specified circumstances, and to reject others 
in which particular allegations were not dis- 
tinctly laid down. ‘With this view of the 
subject, he felt himself called to state his 
preliminary objection to the House’s enter- 
taining the petition. The House was bound 
by positive statute ; and,' if sa, he was not 
to be told of precedents, which, even if 
they did exist, could prove nothing against 
a direct enactment of the legislature. But, 
with respect to precedents, he really could 
not conceive that, in the short interval of 
sixteen years since the passing of the act of 
the 28th of his Majesty, such precedents 
could be found, or attempted to be urged 
on the’ present occasion. Admitting, how- 
ever, that they exist, it would be monstrous 
and absurd to urge them as reasons for con- 
travening a law drawn up in clear, intelli- 
gible, incontrovertible terms. To limit the 
jarisdiction of a court, and to direct the 
mode in which its future proceedings were 
to be regulated, might be wise, under par- 
ticular circumstances, After these regula- 
tions were formed, however, they must be 
obligatory. It was-needless for him to im- 
press on the House the absurdity of first 
forming rules for the direction of a particu- 
lar court, and then suffering the decisions of 
that court to go directly in the face of the 
previous rules for the conduct of its ‘pro- 
ceedings.- In this case the original act was 
rendered totally ridiculous, and the decisions 
of a court defeated the regulation which was 
meant to prevent its irregularities or errors. 
The clause in the act on which he rested his 
motion, was one so couched, as, in his mind, 
to remove all possibility of doubt. It struck 
him as being one of the most simple and 
conclusive in the Statute Book. In the clause 
of the act it was distinctly declared, that 
the House were not-to admit to the consi- 
deration 6f a Committee, a petition in the 
body of which it was not stated, on behalf 
of those who signed it, that they had a 
right, at the time of the election, to vote as 
unexceptionable freebolders. Now, in this 
case, the persons signing the petition in 
question had done no such thing. If they 
had even claimed their right indirectly, there 
might have been some room for considera- 
ration, how far the petition could, consist- 
ently with the law of Parliament, be received. 
But here there was nothing actually alleged, 
which could at all authorize the House in 
It was, forsooth, 
signed by freeholders! He did not miean te 
*Aa2 
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deny, that those who signed the petition 
‘were freeholders, or that they might not 
have had a right to vote. But why had they 
‘mot stated this in their petition? He him- 
-self was a, freeholder of Middlesex at the 
time of the election, but under circum- 
stances which preveated him from exercising 
his elective franchise. Many-others, he be- 
lieved, were,in a similar situation ; and how 
then was the House to presume, that those 
who signed the petition were not in the 
same circumstances, since they had not 
themselves produced any proofs of their 
qualification at the time of the election? 
here were many -persons freeholders now, 
who were not entitled to vote when the elec- 
tion took place. It was the simplest pro- 
cess in the world for the petitioners to have 
declared, in the body of the petition, their 
right of voting, if they did at the time of 
the election possess it ; but it was too much 
to call on the House to presume their right, 
in express. contempt of an act of parliament. 
A freehold property of forty shillings a year 
was. what the law required as a qualification 
to vote for a county member; but, in the 
first instance, the House had nothing what- 
ever to do with this qualification, when a 
petition was first laid on their table. He 
would, in illustration of his opinion, put a 
strong case, which, in proportion as it was 
strong, would more clearly illustrate his 
idea of the meaning of the act. Ifa peti- 
tion were presented, not. by the real free- 
holders of Middlesex, but by a tumultuous 
crowd assembled at the door of that House, 
assuming the name of freeholders; even it 
an outrage of this, audacious nature were 
ractised, he would affirm, that, in the first 
instance, the petition must be' received and 
sentto a Committee. The paper, such as 
it was, purported to be the petition of Mid- 
dlesex freeholders, and the House had ne 
authority to take cognizance of the fraud in 
the first instance. It was with the Com- 
mittee to ascertain and to punish such an 
attempt to impose.on the legisiature. Even 
admitting that the present’ petition were 
signed by Sarah or Judah, instead of Wil- 
liam and Thomas, still it must go to the 
Committee, and with them rested the ulti- 
mate decision. The petition contained al- 
legations, and till the Committee had de- 
termined on its merits, the House had no 
‘right to presume that they were false. With 
the fact the House could have no interfe- 
rence. 'The- law required that every peti- 
tion should contain certain allegations, and 
the question was, whether those who signed 
the petition had complied with its requisi- 
tions. Had they claimed their right to vote 
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at the last election? If they had, thenth 
argument was atanvend. If they had 


then the question was equally resolved, yy, 
less the House were disposed to decide ig 
the face of a positive law. The petitioney 
might be very respectable individuals, a 
he had no doubt they were, and it mij 

appear, on examination, that their right 
to voie was undoubted ; all this might hy 


safely admitted, and still the questiog 
would stand precisely where it did beforg 
the matter was agitated.—The only’ poing 
was to consider how far the petition wa 
drawn in such terms as could bring the. 
consideration of its merits under the provi. 
sions of the Grenville Act. There mighthy 
a great appearance of equity in the case, but 
still the law must be permitted to have ity 
force. If cases of equity were to supersedes 

statutes, the beneficial effects of which wer 
universally admitted, legislative provisions 
were a mere nullity. The hooourable gen. 
tleman here noticed the petition which he 
had himself presented on the subject of 
the conduct of the high bailiff of West 
minster, in the famous contested election 
of 1784. He believed, that there never 
was a case laid down in any petition of mo 
obvious and striking equity than that peti- 
tion contained. The majority of the Hous 
were convinced of this, even while they re 
sisted the admission of the petition. They 
rested their opposition solely on the ground 
of the allegations which it contained, not 
being such as the Grenville Act had specified 
to be necessary, previous to the introduction 
of any petition. So sensible were the Hous 
of the necessity of rigidly adhering to the 
provisions of the act, that a petition com 
fessed to’ be equitable in itself was. rejected, 
and a short time afterwards a new act Wal 
introduced, to remedy an admitted inconve 
nience. As the law now stood, the matter 
was reduced to the simplest principles 
Whatever was the matter of the petition, 
the House were to leave it wholly -to the 
Committee. They were not to deliberalt 
or decide. They were to admit or reject 
petition, not because the admission or rejet. 
tion was wise, or the contrary, not becatit 
it was or was not founded in equity, but be 
cause the provisions of the act were peremp 
torily mandatory, and were not under aly 
circumstances to be disobeyed. The legit 
lature was now strictly bound to the obser 
ance of a particular mode of proceeding; 
and it was quite absurd -to think of getting 
rid of it.. He had heard of petitions of 
description similar to the present having bee 
admitted, and. afterwatds submitted t 
Committee. For his own part, he was ig- 
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porant of the existence of such precedents ; 


pot even if they did exist, their existence did 


not at all invalidate his argument. It might 
have happened accidentally, but was that to 
pe seriously urged as an argument to shew, 
that when an error was discovered it was not 
to be rectified? If the act unequivocally 
pointed out a particular mode of proceeding, 
was a precedent directly in the teeth of its 

visions to be brought forward to justify 


 gabsequent irregularity ? It would hardly be 


contended, that if an evil was found to exist, 
that no means should be taken to correct it, 
because it had escaped observation in a va- 
riety of preceding instances, and when the 
means of correction were at once easy and 
eficacious. The proper mode of adminis- 
tering the correction in the present instance 
was by discharging the petition, On this 
matter, his own mind was completely satis- 
fied. He wished, if there should be two 
opinions, which he hardly expected, that 
gentlemen who should take a view of the 
subject different from what he did, would 
in what other meaning could be at- 
tached to the clause of the act than that 
which he attached to it. If the construction 
which he had put on the clause was not cor- 
rect, he was desirous of being informed what 
description of petition it was, to which the 
clause was referred, He really was at a loss 
toconceive, how the act could express any 
meaning, if the meaning which: he had af- 
fixed to it were objected to. He would put 
acase in illustration of his opinion. He 
would put the case of a petition signed by 
ons who were merely copyholders, sign- 
ing a petition, in the body of which petition, 
they claimed a right of voting at the election. 
Itwas clear that they had no right of voting, 
and perhaps gentlemen would immediately 
contend that such a petition was to be in- 
tantly rejected as a matter of course. He 
ould not, however, at all accede to this opi- 
tion. It was clear that the petition wou'd 
befound to be eventually frivolous ; but it 
didnot at all follow, that in the first in- 
iance it was not to be submitted to a Com- 
ilittee, to judge of its merits. There was 
aoiher case still more important, the con- 
lideration of which, indeed, would in all 
Pobability form the basis for the final deci- 
tion of the Committee of the Middlesex pe- 


fitions. This was the case of the joint te- 


Mints, which was known to have excited a 
§feat deal of interest. If it had been the 


‘case of a body of electors who were in a 


jon to be rated, but had never actually 
faidithe rate, presenting a petition, he was 
Mhat all prepared to say that the House 
Wuld be entitled to reject the petition, be- 





cause they entertained an opinion that the 
petitioners would ultimately fail in proving © 
the fairness of their claims, The same prin- 
ciple he would apply toa petition from per- 
sons claiming a right of voting at the election 
for the county. It would not be argued for 
a moment, that a petition from these joint 
tenants was to be rejected, because the 
House might imagine that their claim to the 
right of election was altogether erroneous. 
Such a decision would be equally irregular 
and unjust. It would be prejudging what 
was afterwards to come before the Commit- 
tee. It would be an attempt to execute that 
very office which, by the passing of the Gren- 
ville Act, the House was declared incapable 
of performing with fairness and impartiality. 
The House could not argue the question of 
the competency of any petitioners complain- 
ing of an undue election. They had not the 
evidence on which any fair decision could 
be formed. They were not the court before 
which the general question was to be tried. 
It was very clear that copyholderg had not a 
right of voting ; but of a petition signed by 
copyhelders, the House were not entitled to 
bold an opinion, He mentioned this case 
from its being so clear, and when he stated 
this, he meant to include in the observation 
the incompetency of the House to assume to 
themselves that right of determining the 
merits of petitions, which was reserved for 
a special tribunal. Whether petitioners had, 
or had not a right to vote, was the subject of 
future consideration. The House had a sim- 
ple task to execute. They were to deter- 
mine, whether a petition complied with the 
terms of the act. In the present instance, 
he trusted, that he had shewn that the pe- 
tition was irregular, and he should therefore 
conclude with moving, that the order of the 
day for the consideration of the petition of 
certain persons, stating themselves free- 
holders of Middlesex, be read.—The order 
was read accordingly.—Mr. Fox then moved, 
that the said order be discharged.—The 
motion being put from the chair, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose to 
reply. He had listened with the utmost at- 
tention to all that had fallen from the hon. 
gent., and the result was, that the impres- 
sion which he felt yesterday, when the sub- 
ject was first mentioned, had not only re- 
mained unimpaired, but was now consider- 
ably strengthened and confirmed. He was 
ready to concur heartily with the hon. mem- 


-ber in his views of the importance of the sub- 


ject, both as it respected the propriety of 
adhering rigidly to the provisions of every 
act of the legislature, and the necessity of 
avoidiog all restraint on the right of the sub- 
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_ ject to lay their petition against any sup- 
posed infringement of their elective fran- 
chises before Parliament. He allowed that 
the Grenville Act was founded on a princi- 
ple of jealousy and distrust of the judicial 
proceeding of that House, and that the in- 
tention of the act was to annihilaté the ex- 
istence of discretionary powers of decision. 
But it was his very conviction of this mean- 
ing of the act, which at present made him 
particularly desirons of resisting the motion 
now submitted to the House. He thought 
that the interference proposed was of a very 
dangerous and unconstitutional nature. It 
_ would be nothing short of breaking in upon 
# regular course of precedents, and covnter- 
acting the fundamental principles of all the 
laws for arranging the exercise of the elec- 
tive franchise. As to the persons entitled to 
petition, he had a few observations to submit 
to the House. After the passing of the act 
of the 10th of his Majesty, the number of 
persons conceiving themselves entitled to 
petition under the act was so great, that the 
table of the House was covered with peti. 
tions, and very material inconvenience was 
experienced. It was to remedy this incon- 
venience that the 28th of his Majesty was 
passed. Jn that act, the persons entitled to 
petition were designated; but he wished to 
ask of the hon. member, whether he meant 
to affirm, that the act expressly required that 
persons petitioning should expressly state 
their right of voting in the body of the pe- 
tition ? 

Mr. Fox having answered this question in 
the affirmative, 

The right hon. gent. resumed, and con- 
tended that this was not what he conceived 


to be at all in the contemplation of the legis- 


Jature at the time the act was framed. All 
that was gieant by the clause was, the gene- 
ral designation of freeholders should be ob- 
served. Ifthe general qualification of the 
freeholders, and their right to vote was stated, 
then he would argue that the plain, direct, 
common sense meaning of the clause was 
satisfied, and the mandatory injunctions of 
“the act were falfilled. The hon gent~ had 
expressed his opposition to any argument 
drawn from precedents ; but, for his own 
part, he thought that there was no more fair 
or parliamentary mode of construing the 
meaning of acts of the legislature. The 
people of this country would have reason to 
complain that they were hardly dealt by, if 
after the lapse of thirteen. years, in which 
numerous instances of petitions drawn up in 
similar terms being admitted to a Commit- 
tee, they were, in consequence of a mere 
inadvertency, to be deprived of a most im- 
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portant constitutional privilege. The 


































cedents were indeed so numerous, that-don sider 
ing the first session after the meeting of Py, & a fal 
liament, subsequent to the passing of th & the t 
act, there was hardly one to be found of a §§ woul 
opposite description. He alluded here j § Thei 
the petition presented after the general ele, § they 
tion in 1790, and particularly noticed their 
petitions from Sterling, and Orkney ang § they 
Shetland, which were both drawn up jy & nots, 
terms similar to that now the subject of dip § legal 
cussion ; there was, however, no objection § cours 
to their being submitted to the consideration § howe 
of a Committee.—A number of other pei li 
tions at that time were drawn in terms byno oe 
means the same as those which. the hop, § ceivit 
member contended fo be essential. Inm guide 
of them the petitioners described themselyg § woul: 
as legal electors, o. as freemen, but nota ff unjus 
confining to the terms on which so mock § by gi 
stress had been laid. The House-wereg. § ton. 
tisfied that the common sense meaning of § Mr 
the act had been fulfilled, and the petitions § the qi 
were sent to a Committee, for a decision of § of ov 
their merits. With all this body of prec tee, i 
dents in their possession, he trusted that the § not b 
House would not consent to entertain th § princi 
hon. member's proposition. Cases of a much § provic 
weaker sort than that now before the Houg § f ent 
had been sustained. The petitioners had, § collate 
prima facie, a right to be considered as ele. § law. 
tors from their common law,right as free § gouro 
holders. It would, he considered, be vey of thi: 
unjust to consider them disqualified, from § petenc 
the mere circumstance of their omitting i § a0 un 
state in so many words, that at the last eles § do. no 
tion their right existed in full force, hf bad 2 
would bear particularly hard on them ‘at ithe | These 
moment when they were prepared to support § gation 
their allegation, and to vindicate their claim § of the 
as freeholders, to be stopped short, as the hon, § tioner: 
member had proposed, and thus be debarred § that th 
all opportunity of asserting their most v § proces 
luable constitutional rights. They had; at § ton o 
farthest, only been guilty of following what | they 
‘was a common practice; they had framed § aot h 
their petition on the same principles as that J practic 
of which the Journals afforded numero § the js 
examples, and for this they were to be de _ 
uc 





prived of an opportunity of obtaining te 
redress of a grievance of the most serious aid 
oppressive kind! While he contended far 
the claim of the petitioners to have theif 

tition laid before a Committee, it was: 

indeed, from his intention to affirm, ti 
before that Committee their claims wet 
without examination to be admitted. ltwa 
before toe Committee that the real merits? 
the question were to be decided. Ina 
mitting the petition now, the House haga 
ed no opinion of any description. They lt 
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the whole question open for the fullest con- 
sideration. ‘If the petitioners had assumed 
4 false character; if they had imposed on 
the House by claims. which were false, they 
would not eventually triumph by this fraud. 


Their falsehood would be detected, and 


they would suffer the punishment which 
their duplicity would richly deserve, . If 
they were women; if they were mi- 
nors, or if their qualification was below the 
legal standard, then their petition must of 
course be rejected. It was too much, 
however, to presume, that they were dis- 
lied, in the total absence of all evi- 
Eee to.establish such a position. In re- 
ceiving the petition the House would be 
guided by practice. In rejecting it they 
would do what was equally rigorous and 
unjust. The right hon. gent. concluded 
by giving his decided negative to the mo- 
tion. 
_ Mr. Francis.—Sir ; it appears to me that 
the question, whether this petition ought 
of ougiit not to be referred to a Commit- 
tee, is a question of positive law, and can- 
not be determined by any other rule or 
principle. The legislature has foreseen and 
provided for the case. We have no right 
to enter into any considerations external or 
collateral to the specific provision of the 
lw. There is no appeal from the ri- 
gourof the Act of Parliament to the equity 
of this House. We have no legal com- 
petence to proceed in any petition against 


‘gundue return, in which the petitioners 


do not distinctly state or allege that they 
tad a right of voting at the election. 
These petitioners have not made that alle- 
gation. But the Right Hon. the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer asserts, that these peti- 
tioners have followed the example of others; 
that the course of the House has been to 
proceed in petitions, in which the allega- 
tion of right has been omitted, and that 
they ought not to suffer because they can- 
not have been misled by following the 
‘plactice of the House as they find it in 
the cesnels Certainly the right hon. 
entleman’s doctrine conveys an excellent 
ustruction to the present and to all future 
able * Do not look into the Act of 
Yaliament, never inquire what the law 
stp. or how it directs you to act. 
Ail you have to do is to examine the Jour- 
tals of the House of Commons, and govern 
Yourselves by the precedents or course of 


iH Proceeding, as you find it in those Jour- 


mal.” This, though not so delivered in 
‘ttms, is the real result and amount of 
Hetight hon. gentleman’s doctrine. Then, 
a Task who, and what is the House of 
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Commons, whose authority is set above that 
Why, Sir, it is, on’ 
rather it was a tribunal, whose decisions in 
matters of clections were so notoriously 
partial, whose disposition or capacity to try 
contested elections with fairness was so uni~ 
versally doubted, whose integrity on such 
points was so much distrusted, that the 
legislature found it necessary to take the 
whole jurisdiction of such causes out of 
their’ hands; and who, by concurring in 
the act, that deprived them of their power, 
confessed that they deserved to lose it. I 
am not disposed to trust any thing to the 
discretion of the House of Commons, on 
questions, in which the legislature places 
no confidence in them; and, even if I were 
so disposed, the supreme power of Parlia- 
ment has left me no discretion on the sub« 
ject. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer. begged 
leave-to have the precedents read by the 
clerk, to which he alluded in the course of 
his speech, and in which no claim, with 
respect to the right: of voting at the time 
of election, had been set up by the peti< 
tioners, although their petitions had been 
taken into consideration, and decided on 
by the House. The first was that of the 
3d of December, 1790, presented by free- 
holders of the County of Stirling ; the se-~ 
cond that of the 8th of December, in the 
same year, presented by freeholders of the 
stewartries of Orkney and Shetland ; and 
the third that of the 14th in the same year, 
presented by the freeholders of the county 
of Radnor. There was also another from 
Worcester, precisely of a similar nature, 
presented the 20th of October, 1796. It 
further appeared, that there were two cases 
of the same kind which had occurred during 
the present Parliament. The first was the 
petition of freeholders of the county of 
Caermarthen, on the 1st of September, 
1802 ; and the second related to the frees 
holders of Stirling. It should not be for- 
gotten, that in the Committee to which 
they had -heen referred, a question was 
started, similar to the one started that 
evening by-the hon. gent.; yet,’ notwith- 
standing the discussions arising from the 
question, the Committees proceeded, and 
the petitions were not only taken into con- 
sideration, but that from the freeholders of. 
Stirling was renewed. The Chancellor of. 
the Exchequer concluded with observing, 
that he could cite many other cases in 1790, 
and 1796, of a nature precisely the same 
as those which had been read, but he felt 
it his duty not to trouble the House with 
any precedents in addition, which he 
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trusted would prove satisfactory and de- 
cisive. : 

Mr. T. Grenville took an historical re- 
view of the custom of Parliament which 
preceded, and the motives which urged 
to, the introduction of the Act of the roth 
of his present’ Majesty, commonly called 
the Grenville Act, The grounds of that 
act he described to be a strong jealousy of 
the discretion which the House had pre- 
viously exercised in deciding upon election 
returns, and petitions relating thereto. The 
surrender of that discretion to Committees 
to be appointed by the House, precluded, 
in his apprehension, such a decision upon 
the case then under discussion as the motion 
of the hon. gent. (Mr. Fox) called for. Ac- 
cording to the form of proceeding which 

revailed previous to the enactment of the 
aw he referred to, he believed it would 
be found that the general, he would not 
say the invariable, rule was to receive 
petitions from those only who claimed the 
right of voting at the elections to which 
their petitions related, and who had an 
interest in the decision of the same. The 
cause of the change produced by the Act 
of ihe roth arose from the strong persuasion 
which existed in the mind of the author of 
that act, that it was necessary, for the best 
arposes, to limit the authority of the 
ouse upon Election cases. The course 
prescribed by that act had gone on with- 
out any alteration until the period when 
the Act of the 28th of the King, upon 
a clause on which the motion professed to 
be grounded, was brought before the House, 
in consequence ‘of its appearing that, not- 
withstanding the many advantages which 
resulted fiom the act of the 10th, to which 
the respectable mover of the bill of the 
28th bore ample testimony, yet that in the 
instance of persons presenting petitions, it 
was safe and prudent to resort to the old 
established custom that prevailed antece- 
dent to the former act, and to restore to 
the House some part of the discretion of 
which it had deprived itself by that act. 
From that consideration arose the clause 
now under debate, and, as it struck his mind, 
the petition to which the motion alluded 
to, was not, in the point of formality so 
much insisted upon, inconsistent with the 
custom to which, after an experience of 16 
ears, the House, by the act of the 28th, 
ad thought proper to recur.—This obser- 
vation he put as to the equity of the case, 
and, with respect to the actual mandatory 
words of the clause, as they were described 
by the hon. mover, he pyt against this con- 
struction of that clause, the practice of the 
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House since the clause was enacted, Fr, 
that comparison it appeared, that the jn, 
terpretation given by the ‘hon. gent, had 
not been acted upon. If the practice gf 
the House had conformed precisely to the 
letter of the act of the 28th, he confessed 
that he would have felt more satisfied and 
pleased ; and if in the petition referred p 
in the motion, that letter had been strjeff 
complied with, it would, of course, haye 
been more satisfactory, in order that the 
most invidious should have no room to eayij 
but as adoubt did appear to exist, the beg 
mode in his judgment, was to refer to the 
custom of the House previous to the pas 
sing of the act of the :oth, and alsoto the 
manner in which the law of the 28th had 
been acted’ upon, in order to assist in the 
solution of the question now under discus. 
sion, and to enable the House to determing 
upon the interpretations most fair and 
equitable to adopt. As to the application 
of the words of the clause to the termsin 
which the petition was drawn up, whichit 
was the object of the motion to reject, he 
was decidedly against it, and in addition{o 
the reasons he had already stated, he said, 
that there was another strong and powerful 
motive which operated upon his mind, to 
prompt him to the vote which he meantto 
give, and it was this, that it did not appeat 
possible that the least inconvenience, hapde 
ship, or injustice could result to any indie 
vidual, by allowing this petition to be pros 
ceeded on in the ordinary way, while it 
could not be denied that it would be serious 
injury to the petitioners to exclude them 
from the investigation of the subject of their 
petition, by acceding to the present mo: 
tion, The petitioners only desired. that 
their case should be sent to trial, and the 
object of the motion was to shut them out. 
from that which they had a right to claim, 
Under circumstances where there existed 
doubt as to the construction of the letter 
the law, or the practice upon that law, he 
could have no hesitation in deciding in fe 
vour of the petitioners ; and he would put 
it to the candour ofthe House whether such 
was not the more equitable mode of 
ceeding; for he was persuaded that accor. 
iug to the general understanding, the form 


of the petition was not liable to alltheo: & 


jections which were started against it. The 
question was now raised-for the first ti 
and, although much ingenious argument hat 
been offered in favour of the motion, fom 
the reasons he had stated, it ought not tobe 
adopted. fae 
Mr. Jekyll expressed his concurrenee if 
the sentiments of the hon, mover, and hi 
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st rise at the inferences drawn by the 
ight hon. gent, who had just sat down, from 


fects which admitted’ of quite different 


conclusions. ‘That any member should 
entertain a doubt upon the construction of 


* the clause, which formed: the ground-work 
- of this motion, was to hima matter of as- 


fonishment. Nothing in legislation could 
be more clear and mandatory in terms, than 
the words of the clause in question. As to 
the case of Carmarthen, referred to by the 
right hon. gent. (the Chancellor of the 
xchequer), it did not appear to him, a 
gir analogy to that before the House. It 


was, in fact, confounding the jurisdiction 


of a Committee with that of the House, 
The question now under consideration was, 
whether a petition should be proceeded on 
atall, and that was.a question with which 
aCommittee had nothing to do ; for afler 
the case was referred to them, they were 
bound to proceed upon it. From this the 
learned gentleman argued, that the allusion 
to the conduct of the Committee upon the 
Carmarthen petition was not applicable to 
thecase before the House. In the course 


of the discussion before that Committee, 


he recollected that nearly the same grounds 
Of objection were taken, and the same 
topics started as those which were heard 
to-d 4 The precedents quoted by the 

hon. gent. on the Treasury Bench, to 
shew the practice of the House, in contra- 
distinction to the letter of the law, were 
patticularly ‘relied upon, and this led his 


_ mind to inquire what was to be understood 


by precedents, and according to his opinion 
a practice which had gone on without any 
litigation as to its propriety, without any 
discussion upon its merits, could uot be 


considered in the light of precedents. Yet 


this precisely was the nature of the prece- 
dents cited upon the present occasion. This 
was the first time this question was raised. 
* The blot was hit,” and the House was 
called upon to consider the construction of 
the act of the 28th, to which’ his hon. 
friend referred, and to determine whether, 
#2 % termini, the petition in quéstion was 
consistent with the clause of that. act’ so 

n alluded to, The House should not 
suffer itself to be withdrawn from the fair 
considetation of the words of the act, by 
precedents which, in fact, proved but the 
malus usus applied to it ; but should rather 


imitate the éonduct pursued by a court of 


haw in the case of corporations,: where, 
Whe a Yio warranto is applied for against 
ny corporation, the practice is, not to de- 
Gedy any usage that might have prevail- | 
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to look into the words of the. charter, and 
upon that ‘to ground the. decision of the 
case, 

Lord Archibald Hamilton observed, that 
having read the Act of the 28th of his 
Majesty on this subject, he could not he. 
sitate a moment in affirming, that it was so 
clear and explicit on this point, that scarce- 
ly any argument was necessary. A laud- 
able desire was expressed on the other side, 
for the rights of the people to petition this 
House. But, however much it. might be 
wished, that the present petition should be 
received, it could not be properly done in 
the face of an Act of Parliament ; nor, in- 
deed, when therg was so serious an objec- 
tion against it, would it be doing justice to 
the other party to hear it. He was of opi- 
nion, that though the petition should’ be 
rejected, the parties were not deprived of 
the means of redress. It was well known, 
that nothing could be more freqnent in the 
King’s-Bench, than to set-aside a rule or 
declaration, merely for an informality.. But 
the party had still the right to come for- 
ward for redress, having amended what was 
wrong. 

Mr. Tierney said, it had been his practice, 
when any matter was doubtful, to open the 
door as widely as possible fur its discussion, 
and he entreated.the House to see what. 
the hardship would be, and it must fall on 
the petitioners, if this petition’ was now 
rejected. It was worth while to look at 
the course which this proceeding had taken ; 
no objection whatever was started against 
this petition when it was presented. What 
was the reason whi the hon. gent. who now 
brought this motion forward, had stifled all 
those feelings which he knew he had upon 
this occasion in favour of substantial jus- 
tice, and to insist on the dry letter of the 
law? It certainly must be his superior 
sense of duty to support the regularity of 
the proceedings of that House. But why 
had he not told these petitioners of this in- 
formality sooner? If he had said at the 


‘time of presenting this petition, that the 
P . Pp 


petition could not have been received, be- 
cause the words were not in it which the 
hon, ,gent. contended the act required 
should have been in it, the petition might 
have been rejected without any hardship 
on the petitioners; so that the formality of 
the proceedings of the House would have 
been preserved, and substantial justice 
inight have been done to the parties com- 
plaining at the same time, for then another 
petilion might have been’ presented, and 
the words, now said to be‘wanting, might 
have been supplied, But what was the 
*B 
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eonsequence of being silent then and loud 
now, if the House should adopt this mo- 
tion? That of placing the petitioners in a 
situation in which they could. never have 
their complaint heard at all, The House 
would recollect that the parties were 
brought into this situation by the act of the 
House itself, in which the hon, gent. had 
acquiesced, as well as every other member. 
No objection was made to this petition 
when it was presented the last session. Fhe 
petitioners, would have been subject to.a 
penalty of 200l. if they had ‘not renewed 
i in this session, that was, in other words, 
if the hon, gent.-was. right in his motion, 
there would have been a penalty of 200M. 
attaching on these petitioners, if they did 
not repeat the offence, that of renewing 
an irregular, illegal petition. It was said, 
that the spirit of the Grenville Bill, as 
well as the letter of it, required it should 
be stated in the petition, that the petitioners 
had a right to vote at the election, which 
this petition did not ; and, therefore, this 
petition ought now tobe rejected. If that 
was so, he could not help remarking, there 
would be a great hardship on _the petition- 
ers, and that by the course which had been 
taken to bring forward this motion ; and it 
would look very odd if, on the very day 
before. the petition was to come on, anda 
€oinmittee to he ballotted to try the merits 
of it, @ gentleman could get up in. the 
House of Commons and persuade the 
House that the petition, on.aecount of its 
informality, could not be heard at all. Be- 
sides this, if the order for taking this peti- 
tion. mto consideration, was discharged, it 
would. appear strange upon the Journals, 
for the informality of the petition. would 
not appear upon the Journals; all that 
would appear there would be, that the pe- 
tition. had been presented in one session of 
patliament, and ordered to be taken into 
consideration on a. given. day, that the 
same petition. was renewed in another ses- 
sion,. according to the-rules of the. House,, 
and that, on the day-before it was to have 
been taken into consideration, it had been 
rejected.. No’ reason for its rejection would 
appear at.all. Nothing would be seen 
to govern: the. future proceedings of the 
House by way of precedent, but, merely, 
that the House had received a petition in one 
session, made an order for taking it into 
consideration on a given day in another ses- 
sion, and had, on the day before the time 
for taking it into consideration, rejected that 
petition; a precedent. which he. thonght 
would be dangerous, A's to the wording of 
the act of parliament, if the act of parlia-, 
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| said, that,he suspected the persons who hi 


ment had set down. the precise . words to 
used in such a petition, and they bia 
been inserted, the argument would 
been invincible; but the act of parliamen 
did not so provide, and the hon gent. 
not say so, he only insisted that the petition, 
ers must state themselves in such a way, a 
to shew that they had, or claimed to have, a 
right to vote at the election of. which they 
complained. ‘There being no form of w 
pointed out by the act, what were the pet, 
tioners to. do? They naturally thought 
they should do that which others did = 
them. He could not conceive what could 
be the use of a precedent, if a poor igno. 
rant man, was not to be guided by it iy 
drawing his petition in such a case as this, 


_ and, more especially, if that was a precede & 


received and adopted by the House immedi. 


ately after the passing of the bill, and fol 
. lowed up. by several others, without any 


objection, for thirteen years together. 
Now, as to the substance of the petition, it 
appeared to: him to be sufficient.. The petis 
tioners called themselves ‘ Freeholders. of 
the County ;” from that the obvious infe, 
rence was, that as such. they claimed the 
right of voting at the election of which they 
complained. Would it not then, on a mete 
dry technical objection, ‘be hard to shut the 
door against them? By rejecting this peti. 


_ tion: now, there would be great and manifest 
. injustice. By receiving, it, there. would be 


no injustice whatever to any one human be 
ing ;. for all that could, be done. by. the 


' House, by entertaining this, petition, would 


be togive it a hearing, . blis mind was,sati 


- fied. that the substance of this act of parlite 


ment had been eorplied within this petition 
As to that part of the object of the a 
which. was stated by the hon. geént.,, name 
that.of preventing strangers from presenting 
petitions against the elections of members 
of parliament, he thought that the best se 
medy for that was the:provision of the adb 
which made them pay. costs. They. stated 
themselves not to be strangers,. but that they 
were frecholders of the county of Middle 
sex ; upon which the only doubt that could 
be entertained was, whether they were not 
persons who had become freeholders since? 
That was matter for the inquiry of a Com: 
mittee.. The. general current, of, petitions 
was, that the petitioners were, electors, aig 
it might be said that they »were-minors thea 
but that they had become electors since; 008 
that would be matter for the ,investigation 
But he, should have. 
thought, that .the hon. gent. who him 


brought forward this’ motion, would hale 
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pois 
goed this petition were not freeholders, 
mit, on the contrary, he had stated, that he 
iad po doubt they. were. freeholders; and 
he act of the House had decided, it thought 
they were, by receiving the petition, He 
was, indeed, confident, that the hon. gent. 
who made this motion would be desirous, if 
Eb succeeded init, to have some legislative 
provision, for the purpose of allowing these 
etitioners a hearing; for, really, if this 
elition was informal, it was the fault of 

s House that the parties could not be 
heard upon it, for the petitioners had stated 
itin the common form the House had been 
ecustomed to receive it, that they were 
fecholders of Middlesex, and, whatever 


5 dificulty there was in receiving the petition 


under the Authority of the act of parliament, 
the House did not tell them of it while it 
was in their power to correct the.error, 
Now he asked for no legislative provision, 
for the purpose of hearing these petitioners, 
for he had not the least. hesitation in giving 
is negative to the motion of the hon. gent., 
and, in so doing, he should give a conscien- 
ous vote, for sending this matter to a com- 
mittee, in order that the merits of it may 
be tried. 
Mr, Serjeant Best said, he felt himself 
bound to vote for the affirmative of the 
question now before the House; and it did 
appear to him to be a question of infinite 
importance, and much beyond the point of 
the merits of the case. The House, was now 
sitting in its judicial, and not in its legisla- 
tive character, ‘That House, although a 
spreme court of judicature,,was,as much 
bound, by the law of the land, as the 
Meanest court in the land, and indeed. it 
Was more dangerous for such a high court 
todo any thing contrary to law, than any 
other court, on account of the example. of 
it Now, considering this question as a 
lawyer, he could not say there was much 
donbt upon it. He was sorry, indeed, that 
the objection had occured, for it might de- 
prive the freeholders of the county, of Mid- 
diesex of redress in this. case ; but whatever 
tight they might have, and however they 
might be. infringed upon with impunity, it 
was better to suffer that inconvenience and 
adhere to the general rules of law, whatever 
might be the effect of such rules in a parti- 
cilat instance, than to bend such rules to 
shit the rule to any motion, real or imaginary, 
f the substantial justice of any particular 
te, A great deal had been said, on the 
(quitable construction which ought to be 
Upon this statute. He did not assent to 
| docirine, for he conceived that all acts 
@ parliament should be construed with 
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strictness by that court which was. to judge 
of its own power as it was derived under 
such acts. He had heard it said, that no» 
thing which was done by Parliament could 
be undone by any power but that of Parlia» 
ment, and Parliament might be induced to 
do something in this very case if the petition 
should be rejected: but that had nothing 
to do with the present question ; and, as to 
an equiiable construction of an act of pare 
liament, especially when proposed to that 
House in judging of its own power under 
it, he objected to the principle altogether, 
because equitable constructions were very 
vague in their nature, and what appeared 
equitable to one man might appear quile une 
just to another, and therefore it would be 
extremely dangerous to construe acts of par- 
liament upon the vague notions of equitable 
construction, on the determinations of the 
House, upon questions relating to the ex- 
tent of its own power. As to what had 
been said on the subject of precedents, he 
did not assent to it, for they appeared not 
to have been in force more than sixteen 
years, vor were they uniform, for there 
might be twenty instances, even in_ that 
time, of petitions being different from those 
which, had been quoted. He had looked 
into many upon this subject lately, and the 
result of his. research entitled him ‘to . say 
this upon the current of precedents upon 
this subject. He agreed it was not, neces 
sary that the petition should state, in ex- 
press terms, that, they, had, or claimed the 
right of voting at the election of which the 
complained; but then he. insisted on it, 
that it must be collecied ftom the. petition 
somewhere, , that, the petitioners either had, 
or claimed to, have; a, right to. vote -at the 
election of which; they. complained, others 
wise mere strangers. might complain as well 
as electors, a grievance which the legislature 
intended to prevent... Precedents, were, well 
enough to be resorted to, if the act of pare 
liament. was.,dark. or obscure; in sucha 
case it would. be well enough to look to for- 
mer decisions ; but.if the act of parliament 
was clear, whatever number. of precedents 
there might, be, they, conld be of-.no for 
against the meaning of, such an act, for that 
would be to setup the judicial’ authority of 
that House against the.auubority of an act 
of parliament, that was,allowing one branch 
of the legislative power to annul the solemn 
act of the whole,—Now, he said, it was 
impossible to look at,this act of parliament 
without seeing that there was but one con- 
struction to be put upon it. The act of 
parliament gave the House directions to de- 
cide whether a petition complainiig of an 





*B2 





1015} 


undue election or return should be commit- |, 


ted’ or not, and it'stated what such a petition 
shall contain, and without which the petition 
Should not be ‘sent to‘a’'Commiitee, for it 
said that no proceeding shall be had oma pe- 
tition —not'that it shall not be decided ‘upon, 
but that ‘no proceeding ‘can be had on it un- 
fess théte be said therein, that'the persons who 
complained were persons who claimed a right 
t6 Vote at the election * ‘and it was impossible 
to'set up the practice of the House against an 
act of parliament, Looking atthe preamble of 
the bill’ which governed this case, it was easy 
to see¢ what was the inconvenience which 
the act stated it to be the object of the act 
to avoid. It stated, that frivolous petitions 
_Were presented by those who had no right; 
&c., and to prevent that practice, it was en- 


_ acted, That no petition shouldbe proceeded | 


upon, unless the persons presenting it ‘has an 
interest in the event of the election. It there- 
fére appeared to him to be quite impossible 
to,“entertain a petition, which did not state 
that intétest in the petitioners at the time 
of the election. “It was said, that the House 
had drawn the party ‘into thisdifficalty by 
receiving thé petition in the’ last session. He 
did not feel the force of that observation ; as 
well might it be said that a court of justice 
iad drawn a sbitor into a difficulty, by per- 
Mitting bis suitto be ‘carried on perhaps’ for 
4 twelve month, and finally deciding, after 
Sbjeltion taken and argument tipon'the ques- 
tion, that the case did not come’ within the 
the jurisdittion’ of thé’ court, °‘ There were 
Fndividual sacrifices that’ weré indeed tobe 
lameited ‘when they happened, bat they 
miust be made for the preservation’ of ‘the 
cobsistency ‘of the Jaw: But’ it appeared to 
hits, ‘that’ these’ parties were not without re+ 
dress" in ‘this Case, for there: was no act of 
Patliament!’ which’ litited’ the time of ‘pre 
setitifig ay election petition; there’ Was only 
@ resolution of the House ‘to'that effect. Tt 
Wh’ easy for'the House to get'tid’ of that re- 
sdlution, 4s it applied to this case, and to'say, 
that tlie, partiés ‘shall have leave’ now to'pre- 
shat andther petition, which’ might ‘be’ done 
itsmédiately, conformably to the’ provisions 
of the act of Parliament. ’ "There was no dif- 
fitulty, “for the” House to dispetise with ‘its 
own resolution in this particular, and so do 
away at once’ the hardship ‘of the case — a 
thing‘which had been done very ofien in 
order to avoid an éxtreme hardship in other 
cases, and’ the House had a right to make its 
own rules subservient to justice at-any time. 
—That would be removing all doubt upon 
th¢ subject; but, if the House had no juris- 
‘diction in this case to en‘ertain this petition, 
as he conceived it- bad not, then it would be 


PARL, DEBATES, Fes. 2.—Middlesex Election Petition. 





in vain to send the petition to @ committe: 
because the committee, which was buf, 
emanation of the House; ‘could not have an - 
authority delegated’ from‘ the Houses” thom 
than ‘the House ‘possessed, and therefore ¢h 
decision of the commiitee could not be bing: 
ing. This would be the necessary cong: 
quence of following -the course proposed by 
those who wished’ to’ send this petition tog 
committee. He said that this was not & cag 
within the act of Parliament, and therefor 
that all the House did upon’ it must ‘in ky 
be nulband void. ie 
‘The Attorney General said; that perhaps the 
monstrous injustice of this case might have 
had some’ influence upon his judgment, fo 
most unquestionable it was, that monstrougin. 


“Justice would be done to the petitioners, ifthg 


petition should ‘now be rejected. If the ar 
gument upon which the motion was founded 
was wrong, the reason which was proposed. 
by the hon. gent. who’ moved ‘it would be 
worse, even than adopting the petition, sup. 
posing his objections to it to be well-founded, 
because it would be trespassing more Upon 
the act of Parliament, than even a ‘wrol 

adoption of this petition, which he maintain. 
éd'they were not ; it would be open, for the 
committee to consider the merits. of the pe 
tition, | If they were wrong in‘receiving'the 
petition, the judgment of the committe 
would correct them, whereas if they wee 
Wrong in'rejecting the petition,’ the question 


| would be'shut for ever. He thought, thete. 


fore, ‘that itt a question where there wala 
considtrable'‘déyree of doubt, the House 
would do well’ to send’ it to a committee, 
father than’ ‘decide for themselves ; for, iq 
the one ‘case, the error might be-correctéd, 
and in’the other, it was impossible. “Fro 
the year 2788 down to the present time, the 
practice of the House upon this question did 
norcreaté any doubt whatever ; for, pets 
tions similar to ‘(he present had been fit- 
quently entertained,’ and it might be called 
ah interpretation of the law by that House, 
and by ‘receiving such petitions, they may 
be'said to have’ pronounced judgment upot 
this statute. The case was not such as his 
how. and learned friend over the way (Mt 
Jekyll) stated it; for he had compared thi 
case with the decisions of courts of justice 
bpon cases: of quo warranto, kc. Betweet 
the proceedings of comsts of justice in such 
casés, and the decisions of the House opon 
questions of petitions, he perceived n0 a 
logy ; for courts of justice, in cases of 
warranto, had frequently decided, that ind 
viduals were wrong, in the apprehension 
their own rights, bot, in this case, it} 
thé practice ot the House which had ded 





gpon the forms of petitions that-were present- 

ed to it; besides, if the practice of the House 
orso many years was inconsistent with the 

irae spirit of the act of Parliament, he was of 
pinion, that the best mode would be to pass 
nother act, specifying the very words which 
guch petition should contain, rather than 
pow, bya single vote, overturn that practice; 
Bone in that case the House could not 
pe said to be legislating for itself; for they 
‘yust have the concurrence of another House 
of Parliament, . as well as the royal assent, 
before such vote could have the force of 
law.’ As to the preamble of the act, the 
jevance to be avoided was, that persons 
hould not be aliowed to petition, who did 
‘at Jeast clei a right of election, that 
hobody should be allowed to call in question 
the merits of anelection, bot those who claim- 
edtheright to vote at it. Now this was not all 
which electors were obliged to do upon pre- 
éeoting a petition, they were not’ only ob- 
liged to state an apparent right of election, 
but before they could succeed in the object 
oftheir petition, they were bound to prove 
it, The committee could go into the ques- 
tion as it related to both these questions; 
namely, whether ‘he statement in the petition 
was such as the act required, so as to entitle 
the petitioners to inquiry; and, secondly, 
they could examine the proofs. But the 
House could go only into one of them, viz. 
whether the’ statement was sufficent to satisfy 
thespirit ofthe act. All that could be stated 
‘to the House was mere matter of form in 
stich cases, for the House could not idquire 
into the niériis of the subject. This House 
could not ingnire, whether the petitioners 
had a right to petition or not. It could only 
inqoire whether they had regularly stated 
“and claimed that right, and in that view, he 
was of opinion, that in the present case it 
Was sufficiently stated, and he thought that 
ae avery important one. When he 
aid that the spirit of the act was complied 
with, he meant, that in substance the peti- 
tion did contain an. allegation of the peti- 
tioners having a right to vote, and it was 
Manifest to them, that a single dash of the 
pen, might have answered all the objections 
‘of the hon. gent. himse!f; the petition would 
have been perfectly correct —the object was, 
that none but those who claimed a right to 
Vote, should be permitted to petition. Now, 
he was of opinion, that the petitioners, by 
Slaling themselves to be freeholders of the 
County, had in substance told the House they 
‘aimed the right to vote. By entertaining 
Ais petition, it only said, that this subject 
‘should be inquired of by the Conimittee, and 
Blo the practice of the House, which: the 
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hon. gent, seemed to éxpect, in presenting 
petitions, it was pretty clear that a refcrence 
to the right of the petitioners to vote atelec- — 
tions, existing in them at the time of the 
election, was very seldom stated in the pe- 
tition... It,.was acourse seldom followed by 
apy of the petitions since the passing of the 
last bill; bat now he collected from the 
hon. gent. (who whispered across: the table) 
that, therefore, al} such. petitions were in 
themselves wroog—if it was not, he entreated 
of the House to look at the injusticejof re- 
jecting this petition now, for it would be a 
great hardship indeed, to alter the course of 
proceeding at this moment, and to tell these 
petitioners at once, for the first time, that 
their petition could not be received just on 
the eve. of their trial, without any notice 
whatever, and without any intimation whate 
ever, to the people of this country that 
such petitions were wrong; the people of 
this country had a right to expect that 
the House of Commons would. not ‘be in 
the habit of receiving petitions inadvertently 
and improperly, had a. right to take it for, 
granted, that all the petitions the House of 
Commons had received for the last thir- 
teen years had been regularly received, and 
they had a right to complain that they had 
been very improperly treated and deluded by 
that House, if by its vote it should now tell 
them. that this petition must be rejected. 
The incoavenience of it would be indiscrib< 
able, for all other petitions of a similar na- 
ture must share the fate of this petition; 
there were perhaps twenty.of them remain- 
ing, and none of them could be received if 
this was rejected. Such he believed to be 
the case of perbaps one-half of the petitions, 
now remaining ; of Durham, Aylesbury, 
Hereford, Stirling, and varieus other places. 
It, perhaps, might appear that not one of 
them contained the allegation required by 
the hon. gent. of the right to vote at the. 
election ; besides, he said, that in his opi-, 
nion,. the present petition did in. fact satisfy 
the object of the aet of Parliament, but if it 
did not, it was at most but a doubtiul case, 
and if so, there was every reason for sending 
it toa Commitiee.—He thought, that opon 
the principle of the Grenville Act, the House 
ought to send this petition to a Committee; 
If the party stated in his petition that which 
on the face of it shewed that he had no 
claim to yote at the election, the House 
would at once say it should not go toa Com- 
mittee, because, in that case, there would not 
be nothing totry; but if ke did state a co- 
lourable title to vote, then the House would 
not decide the question, but send it to aCom- 
mittee to be tried, Here, in common sense 
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and comition language, the petitioners told 
the House they claimed the right to vote, for 
they told the House’ they were’ fréeholders 
of the county, afd ‘they complained of the 
election ; they considered it a grievance, and 
they asked relief; they stated themselves 
to be in’ a ‘situation in ‘which they had 
@ right to vote at the election-~ of which 
they complained, and therefore he said their 
se came within the sense of the act of 
arliament, consequently that the petition 
should be received. He’ then quoted the 
éase of the election for the county of Car- 
marthen, which he said was precisely in 
point ; this very objection was taken, but it 
was over-ruled by the Committee, and that 
decision of: the Committee had never been 
questioned by the House. But if that had 
not been so decided, there would ‘have re- 
mained about this case, at least a sufficient 
degree of doubt to induce the House to send 
it to a Committee, because, otherwise, the 
question would be closed; and the party 
could hever be heard; which would be acase 
of infinite hardship’ and injustice; so much 
80, that. the hon. gent himself, who made 
the motion, would, he was confident, regret 
the success of his own ‘motion.’ He asked, 
what the public would have thought of this 
case, if it were the case of his right hon. 
friend, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ‘if 
such a petition’ as this had “been presented 
against him, and he were ‘to suffer it to be 
received, suffered a’day to be appointed for 
its discussion, and then, on the very day be- 
fore it was to be taken into consideration, he 
‘was to start up, and tell the House that many 
of the petitions which ‘had been received by 
the House on the subject of elections, while 
he was in the chair, were improperly re- 
ceived; that now, for the first time, he must 
téll the House so, and that he must insist 
upon the law which prohibited the House 
from proceéding on such a petition. He ap- 
prehended that such conduct in a person 
connected with government, would surprize 
both the House and the public, and yet such 
was the nature of the present motion; for 
these reasons he should vote against the pre- 
sent motion. ; 
Mr. Fonblanque supported’ the motion. 
It only required to look at the petition and 
at the act, to be convinced that the terms of 
the statute had not been complied with. 
This was a question of great importance, both 
as it respected the parties and as it respected 
the practice of the House, ‘But the question 
was, whether by their own discretion, the 
Housé were to set aside an act of Parliament. 
He then read_ part of the act, and observed, 
that it was impossible any ene could thiok 
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} that’this petition had’ complied with ‘its d. 
mands, If the act was vicious, it might 
repealed or altered ; but as Jong as it wag 
act, it ought to be observed. His learn 
friend (the Attorney General) had said, thy 
this would be a “‘ monstrous injustice” to 
parties, It would be, indeed, a very gr 
hardship, but it would be better. that th 
hardship should be inflicted, than that ay 
act of Parliament should be infringed npop, 
His learned friend had said, that the Com. 
mittee had the power of judging whether 
any thing was wrong in the petition; but 
he contended this was not the case, as it 
would by this means be assuming the autho 
tity of the House, and might perhaps at least 
presume to reverse what the House should 
have adopted. He wondered that prece 
dents were so much relied on, when the ag 
itself was clear and explicit, It had been 
said, that the form of the petition was not 
of importance, but who did not, know that a 
“dash of the pen” was of the last consequenep 
in many things. The petitioners might say 
that they were aggrieved, but they did not 
state upon their petition the. very qualificas 
tion that proved that they were aggrieved, 
Mr. Jarvis observed, that he was of opie 
nion that the motion ought to be negative 
upon these grounds, The object of the ag 
was to prevent the House from being ha 
rassed with improper petitions, and stated 
that none such should be proceeded u 
But the House had received many petitions 
since, not strictly conformable to this act, 
and in this very business they had proceeded 
upon already ; and therefore the objection lo 
it came too late. He admitted, that had it 
been urged when the petition was first pres 
sented, it Could not have been so easily an- 
swered. Since this was a motion certainly not 
very honourable for justice to the res 
it was only a case of necessity that could 
compel its adoption. But the objection 
was too late, and therefore he gave it his.de« 
cided negative. 
Mr. Dallas thought, this a case of much 
importance, and that it ought to be seriously 
considered. He thought the question asit 
stood now, was very different from what it 
would have been if the objection had beet 
made when that petition was presented ; fot 
if the House had rejected it then, it would 
have been competent, and very easy for the 
party to have presented another petition free 
from objection, but now that was becoime, 
impossible, and the injustice of the case 
would be enormous if the petition was It 
jected now, for there would be no remeay 
left. If the reasoning of the hon, gent. wi 
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House, it would be telling the people of En- 
land that the House by overlooking an act 
of Parliament which: told the House its du- 
had deceived a number of petitioners, 
st there was now no help for it, for on a 
adden they had seen their error, and all pe- 


" fifioners who had been governed by, their de- 


sitions. upon this point, could not have their 
wes stated. He thought the House ;was 
ot driven by imperious necessity to, any 
neh desperation. It might have been de- 
table; that the petition had been more spe- 
lly worded ; but he did not.think, that 
act of Parliament. prevented the House 
tom sending this petition before a Com- 
mittee, for. which reason he. should vote 
wainst the motion... © gays, 
Mr. Deveral said -a few words upon. the 
subject of precedent, and observed, there 
was not one exactly like the present case, 
Mr. Sheridan said, that it bad been stated 
that the words of the act were not.of a pe- 
jemptory or mandatory nature; that it was 
now too late to state the objection, and it 
might properly come under the cognizance 
the Committee. Had gentlemen, how- 
¢et, perused the words of the act, they must 
stance have seen how unfounded these.ob- 
fvations were, ‘The clause was peremp- 
tory and clear, It first declares shat no pro- 
edings should be held under the petition, 
unless the persons by whom it was -signed 
ad therein asserted their. claim.to the right 
of voting at that election. And secondly, 
imposes a, personal obligation on them, with- 
in fourteen days,.to enter into the proper 
tecognizances, If such , were. not entered 
ito, the Speaker was directed to report the 
same to the House ; and on such report, the 
oder for taking the petition into considera- 
tion ,was immediately to be discharged. It 
was clear that in neither of these ‘cases was 
the point to go before the Committee for 
their decision, because no discretion was 
wen left with the House as to those parti- 
cilats. On the report of the Speaker, that 
the petitioners had failed, to enter. into the 
tecognizances required, would .it be con- 
tended that the House was entitled to exer- 
sea discretionary power? To say that they 
Knew the petitioners’ credit to be such, that 


here .was.no necessity. for recognizances 


ig. entered. into, and, that therefore the 
ion might still. be entertained ? .."Fhey 
Seton could not... All discretionary 
Wet was then gone frem them, andthe 
Petition. must be diseharged....Fhe whole 


tion for. the consideration, of the Hanse. 
sent .was,did such words’ occur in the 
ion as warranted them, under the enact. 
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ment of the:statute, in entertaining it? It 
was. no answer to say,.that they had pro 
ceeded for’fourteen’ years, without attepd- 
ing tothe statute.. Now that the point aap 
brought before them, they were bound to 
determine it. The only question was as to 
the words of the,petition; He should there- 
fore spggest to the honourable mover to al- 
ter his motion, and put in it, this form, 
‘** Does. the petition contain words suffici- 
ently expressive of the requisition in the sta- 
tute, that the petitioners. therein claim to 
have a right of voting at that election?” _ 

Sir William Pulteney said, he agreed with 
the. honourable gentleman who spoke last, 
that that would be the fair way of stating the 
question, and. if. it were so, put, he should 
have no difficulty in saying, that the petition 
did substantially; comply..with ‘the act, and 
upon that ground he should give his vote 
against the motion. _With regard to whe- 
ther the Committee had.a right to discuss 
this point or not, he should not enter into 
that consideration at present, but should.give 
his vote upon the ground he had already 
stated. 

Mr. Fox expessed his surprise at the ex 
traordinary nature of the arguments adduced 
on the other side. He was concerned: to see 
so much indifference prevail on a question of 
so much’ importance, and that gentlemen 
had so completely lost sight of the question 
before them, It was not what was justice to 
this or that party which they were called on 
to determine, but, what was the duty in-» 
cumbent, in such a case on that House. An 
hon. relation of his (Mr. Grenville) had 
said, that the intention of the act was.to re- 
store to the-House the rights which. it poss 
sessed previous to the statute of the 10th of 
the King. Whatever might have, been the 
intention.of the Legislature in this respect, 
he maintained, however, that such intention 
it had not carried into effect.. The Legisla- 
ture. had there clearly and explicitly pre- 
scribed. and laid down to the House, how 
they were to act, and had invested them 
with ho ‘discretionary powers whatever.— 
Another hon. and learned gent. had admit- 
ted the necessity of some statement, similar 
to that pointed out in the act, being con- 
tained in the petition, but how did’ he» get 
quit of this? By saying, let it, go te the 
Committee, and be there decided... The 
Ligislature, however, had -drawn <a clear 
line of-distinction between. the duties of that 
House and of the:Committee. ‘To the House 
it had.said, ‘* You shall. not proceed on any 
petition - in, which:-the. petitioners. .do not 
claim’a right:te yote at. the election against 
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‘which they petition.”” To’ the Committee it 
iad said, “ You shall decide on what shall 
- “be sent to you by the House.” The learned 
"pent. (Attorney General) had characterised 
the omission as one which might be correct- 
ed by a “dash of the pen.” This, however, 
‘was no answer. There were no omissions 
or flaws which a greater or smaller “dash of 
the pen” might not on the same’ principle 
supply and rectify. - The act clearly pointed 
éut to the House what ‘must be stated to 
them, before they could proceed in such pe- 
titions. Had the petitioners in the present 
case yised words to express such a meaning? 
No. «They had not even’ stated that they 
were aggrieved. “* Ob,” ‘but says an hon. 
gent. “ if they had not been’ aggrieved, 
upon ‘what principle can we presume that 
they would have petitioned ?” The act, how- 
ever, declared, that let their grievances be 
ever so great, if not described in 4 particular 
way, they-were not entitled to be heard on 
them in that House. Thé decision of the 
Carmurthen Committee had beeo referred 
to, bat as he was not. acquainted with the 
grounds of it, he should not express an opi- 
nion upon it. He -would, however, ask, 
would that Committee have presiimed to 
find the petition frivolous and vexatious ? 
Had they done so, what would have been 
the answer of the petitioners ? ")** We never 
pretended to have any right to vote at this 
election. ‘We felt ourselves aggrieved ‘in- 
deed as Englishmen, as electors of Middle- 
sex, as electors even of Carmarthen, though 
not at the time of the election, but we have 
never in our petition stated any claim toa 
title to vote at the election petitioned against.” 
This clearly would be a satisfactory answer. 
The House was unwarranted in entertaining 
the petition even for a thoment.. It had 
been objected that he had not made his mo- 
tion in sufficient time. He wished he had 
attended to the objection at the time, and he 
would most unquestionably have made it. 
The charge, however, equally applied to 
every other member of the House. The ar- 
gument of the hon. gent. was, “ You have 
missed your time, and cannot now take the 
Matter into consideration.” Such language 
might:do extremely well among parties. If 
it were the business of the sitting member 
to.'make the objection, this might’ have 
been an exceedingly good answer. When 
made to Parliament, bowéver, it was com- 
pletely inapplicable. They were called on to 
consider whether they discharged their duty, 
if they set-aside an act of Parliament merely 
for the convenience of persons who bad neg- 
lected to comply with its enaothients. What 
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or not? 





out words more clearly, more imperative ap 
comnianding, than those on which his’ m 
tion was founded. An hon. gent. had my 
ed him with not’ having even said that 
did not believe that the petitioners were not 
freeholders of Middlesex. He really thought 
the hon, gent. not serious, when he maie 
this remark, What had the House to dp 
with the fact, whether they'were freeholdery 
They had no title to inquire int 
it. Had the petition been signed by Susay 
and Mary, and a number of names, not one 
of which, it was evident, could be freehold. 
ers or electors, still they-were bound to te 
ceive the petition, if it described the petie 
tioners in the manner provided by the act, 
It had been so found for him in a petitiod 
presented by the electors of Westminster, Ip 
God's name, what could be done under this 
act, but discharge the petition ? The petition: 
ers had not even by inuendo insinuated that 
they had a right to vote. A petson might 
presenta petition saying he was a householder, 
a fréeman, or any other term which he chots 
to adopt, but it must be impossible for the 
House to know that such title gave hima 
right to vote in any particular place for a 
member ‘of Parliament: If he had stated 
himself to ‘be an inhabitant, would that have 
been thought sufficient ? Would the House 
have gone into a question of law, and heard 
évidence, ‘for the purpose of te 
such apoint? ‘The idea ‘wasridiculous} bit 
it must follow, if the enactment of the sta- 
tute be notadbered to, which réquires thé 
petitioners explicitly to describe themselves 
as having.a claim to the right’of voting, ' He 
regretted that a nobie lord who had been 
much engaged in election committees (Lord 
Glenbervie) was ot in his place, that the 
House might have’ heatd his opinion on th 
subject. If the Héuse negatived his motion 
he should feel it his duty to apply for ate 
peal of the act, that they might not have 
petitions flying’ in’ the face of it every day. 
As to’ the regret 80 pathetically expressed by 
gentlemen, that the petitioners should ‘lose 
the opportunity of vindicating ‘their rights 
merely from an accidental leo 
that had received a very satisfactory ansi 
from the learned serjeant under the gall 
who had pointed out to them how frequedl 


such  forétlosurés ‘occurred’ in’ a Court OF 


justice, Notwithstanding the doubt’ 
almost évery’ gentleman ‘had expres 


rs: 


the’ subject; he must again declare his ¢ - 


viction, that not the most ‘distant d 


fod 


pike 


else were they doing in the present in: ance} 
He would defy the best judge of the inten 
pretation of the English language, to i: 


-pressi 


hot, | 
letter 
sed fo 
cretio 
with 
and n: 
whic! 
pe 
Aligat 
Fox's 
Ayes, 





- 


“ambiguity was perceptible to him on the 
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minute investigation of the act. As 


‘tothe form, he had no objection to have the 


question put in the manner suggested by his 


hon. friend (Mr. Sheridan), ‘The hardship 
which agreeing to the motion would throw 


‘on the people of England, he could not con- 
ceive. He had been told that his motion 
did not deserve favoar ; it asked none. Were 
gentlemen to enter into the argument, 
they. would find, that, however harsh the 
maxim it would still prevail that ignorantia 
legis non excusat. He then proposed to have 
the question put as suggested by Mr. She- 
tidan, when— 

The Speaker rose and observed, that 
there was already a question before the 
House, and until that was disposed of, no 
one could, consistently with order, be re- 
ecived. 

“Mr. Fox apologised by saying, he cer- 
tainly did not mean to propose any such 
question, without the leave of the House. 
{Here there was an argent call of Question ! 
‘Question'] Mr. Fox observed, he was well 
aware that there were many gertlemen who 
would vote upon this question, who were 
better inclined to vote for the conclusion of 
asyllogism, than for the component parts 
ofit; and it was not difficult to divine how 
they would decide in the present case. This 
was what was usually termed Royal voting. 
Itreminded him of a story of Ptolemy, king 
of Egypt, who wanted to be extremely 
Jearned; without the trouble of much consi- 
deration, and upon asking Euclid, or some 
soch bum drum fellow, how he might become 
80, was answered, “that there was no royal 
toad to mathematics.” He concluded with ex- 


‘pressing his hope, that the House would 


hot, by its de.ision this night, violate the 
letter and spirit of an act of Parliament, pas- 
sed for its own guidance, by assuming a dis- 
eretionary power of dispensing, in any case, 
with its positive letter, and obvious spirit 
aod meaning, aud thereby create a precedent, 
Which would, to al! intents and purposes, 
annul that act, and open a door to endless 
litigations. ‘The question being put on Mr. 
Fox's original motion ; the House divided, 
Ayes, 24; Noes. 96; Majotity 72. 


oo al 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, February 3. 


*{Mixures.] — The House met this day 
pursuant to their lordships’ adjournment for 
the Christmass recess. — Some routine and 
¢ business was disposed of.—Several 
atders were made with respect to the hearing 
Vou, V. 
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of and decisions on appeal causes ; in the 
course of which the appeal, Morthland v. 
Cadell, some time depending before their 
lordships, was ordered to be withdrawn in 
conformity to the wish of the parties.—Ad- 
journed till Monday. 





= 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, February 3. 


At half past three o'clock the House met, 
for the purpose of ballotting for two Com- 
mittees to try the merits of the returns for 
the county of Middlesex and the borough of 
Midhurst. About five the gallery -was 
opened. After a considerable time, during 
which no business took place, Mr. White 
appeared at the bar with the following list 
of members, to try the merits of the Mid- 
dlesex Election Petitions: viz. Sir W. W. 
Wynne, Bart, ; R. W. Backer, Esq. ; Hon. 
M. G. Stewart, Esq. ; C. Cokerell, Esq. 5 
R. S. Ainslie, Esq.; C. S. Hawthorne, Esq. ; 
J. A. Wright, Esq. ; Sir D. Carnegie, Bart.; 
Lord Viscount Marsham ; Hon. E. S$ Coo- 
per ; Lord John Thynne; J. B. Walsh, Esq’; 
Hon. N. Fellowes, Esq.—The names being 
read, the Speaker stated to the House that 
the sitting member having waved his right 
of appointing a nominee, it was now the 
duty of the members already chosen to choose 
a person for this purpose from among the 
members present, at the time the ballot was 
made, The members accordingly withdrew, 
and in a few minutes after returned with the 
names of Isaac Hawkins Browne, Esq. ; and 
Nicholson Calvert, Esq. as the nominees for 
the two parties. The Committee were then 
sworn at the table and ordered forthwith to 
proceed. with their investigations. — Mr. 
Dickens appeared at the bar from the Chief 
Secretary's Office of Ireland, and presented 
the 29th report of the commissioners for in- 
vestigating the state of ihe Irish accounts. 
It was ordered to lie on the table. — The 
Committees of Ways and Means and of 
Supply were deferred till Monday. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, February 4. 


The House met at the usual hour, and 
proceeded to ballot for a Committee to try 
the merits of a petition complaining of aa 
undue election forthe borough of Midhurst, 
when the following gentlemen. were chosen ; 
Right Hon. T. Grenville ;- Right Hon. J. 
Smith; Lord H.S. Manners; Earl lemple; 
Lord W. Townsend; . W. Clive, Esq. ; 4. 

*C 
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“Blackburn, Esq. ; Hon. G. Watson ; Right 

‘ Hon. N. Bond ; ~A. Strahan, Esq..;, E. B. 
Portman, Esq. ; Sir M. Foulkes; and A. S. 
‘John, Esq.—Nominees, B. Hobhouse, and 
W. Dickinion, jun. Esqrs. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, February 6. 


The Bishop of Leighlin and Ferris took 
the oaths and his seat. The Lord Chancellor 
moved, that owing to the indisposition of 
Wm. Rose, Esq. one of the clerks. at the 
table of the House, J. Berkley, Esq. be in 
the mean time appointed to -officiate in his 
room. Ordered,—The writ of error, Lucena 
against Crawfurd, was postponed.—One or 
two private bills were forwarded in their 

“stages. Adjourned. 








r HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, February 6. 


[Mrxvutes.]—The Solicitor General ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill to explain and 
amend an act passed in the 14th of his pre= 
sent Majesty, the .object of which was to 
explain and amend an act pasted in the 10th 
of Anne, for regulating the mode of selling 
interest on direct or collateral securities.— 
Mr. D. Parker Coke presented a petition 
from the insolyent debtors of Nottingham, 
praying relief. It was ordered to lie on the 
table.—Mr. T. Grenville reported from the 
Committee appointed to try the merits of 
the petition against the return for Midhurst, 
that the committee found E. Turner, Esq. 
the sitting member to be duly elected, and the 
petition againsc his return frivolous and vex- 
atious. — The Attorney General introduced 
a bill for indemnifying all such persons. as 
have been concerned in carrying into effect 
an order of council, allowing the exporta- 
tion of a certain quantity of seed corn to 
Portugal. The bill was read a first time, 
and ordered for a second reading to-mor- 
row.—Mr. Corry moved for a variety of ac+ 
counts relative to the finances, the manufac- 
tures and the commerce of Ireland. Among 
the most important were, accounts of the 
ordinary and extraordinary sources of Irish 
revenue ; the arrears and balances in the 
hands of the commissioners of the treasury ; 
the value of the imports and exports, dis- 
tinguishing articles of Irish produce ; the 
number of vessels which have cleared out of 
the ports of Ireland, with the amount of 
their tonnage, and the number of seamen 
and boys, by whom they were navigated ; an 
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account of the Irish public fanded and qq, 
funded debt; an account of the money yoig. 
for the service of last year which remaingy, 
expended ;.an account of the application g 
650,0001. voted for the extraordinary gg, 
vices of the army; an account of the 
plication of 166,000}. voted for secret py. 
poses. All the accounts to be made up from 
the 5th of January 1803, to the same period 
in 1804, These, with a number of othe 
accounts of inferior importance, -were gy, 
dered. 

[Barracks.] — Mr. Calcraft wished 
know whether estimates of the expensesof 
the barrack department were meant’ toby 
laid before the House. He thought this q 
subject of the first importance, and highly 
worthy of investigation. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer professed 
his readiness to grant every paper which 
could put the House in possession of the ful 
lest information on the subject. A 

The Secretary at War stated, that the 
papers alluded to, were prepared, and woul 
be produced as they were regularly moved 
for.—On the suggestion of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, the papers were ordered 
to be produced.—The other orders being digs 
posed of, the House adjourned. : 





= 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, February 7. 


[Minures.J—Mr. Adam was heard a 
counsel, and evidence was adduced, for the 
claimant in the Zouche peerage. The far 
ther consideration was deferred till this 
day se’nnight.—The annual acccunt of the 
proceedings of the commissioners for pay. 
ing off the national debt was brought up, 
and ordered to lie on the table.-—The Scotch 
appeal, Napier v. Napier, was allowed to 
be withdrawn by mutual consent. is 

[Queen Anne’s Annuities.] —Tht 
Earl of Suffolk, adverting to a subject which 
he touched on last Session of Parliament, 
wished to know in what manner certain 
annuities granted in the reign of Queen 
Anne, amounting to upwards of 46,000h 
arising from a capital of 877,000l. which 
had fallen in during the present year, 

a sum of about a million of capital which 
would fall in, in the course of next yeaf 
were to be applied. - 

Lord Hawkesbury said, that in the am 
nual accounts laid before the House the 
sums alluded to by the noble earl would mm 
doubtedly be accounted for, and the mod 
of their appropriation pointed ou = 


' 





RSS 8 2°27 SS 


~ 


PARL. DEBATES, Fes..7.—V olunteers. 


: [Voruntrers.]— The Earl of Suffolk 
confessed himself satisfied on this head, but 
said there was another point of great im- 

ance, to which he wished to call the 
attention of the House. The subject he 
diladed to was the volunteers. He should 
now merely touch on the point, as the de- 
cision of the court of King’s-Bench of yes- 
terday, had rendered it unnecessary for 
him to take the ground, which,’ in the 
event of a contrary judgment, he should 
have, found himself called on to occupy. 
He felt no hesitation in giving it as his opi- 
pion, that, in the event of a contrary de- 
cision, every volunteer in the kingdom 
would have retired in disgust. He in- 
tended, in that event, to have submitted a 
motion to the consideration of the House, 
whicly he should now read, As his lordship 


‘was proceeding to read the motion, he was 


called to order by 

Lord Walsingham, who objected to any 
motion being read which was not properly 
before the House. 

The Earl of Suffolk asserted his right to 
make any motion which he might think con- 
sistent with the discharge of his duty, 

The Lord Chancellor also spoke to order, 
The noble earl, ashe understood him, had 
only stated, that ifan event had not taken 
place, he intended to have submitted his 
motion to the House. In this view of the 
case, Lord Walsingham was correct in ob- 
jecting to its being read. If, however, it 
was the noble earl’s intention to submit it 
tothe House, he was clearly intitled so to 


do. 

The Earl of Suffo/k said, that it surely 
was his intention to submit his motion to 
the consideration of their Lordships, though, 
on account of the decision to which he had 
alluded, he. should abstain from the remarks 


he must otherwise have made, He con- 
cluded, by -moving, that a committee of 
naval and military officers, Members of 
this House, be appointed te advise with 
government respecting the-volunteers, and 
torecommend such measures as they may 
think advisable for rendering them most 
serviceable and efficient. 

Lord Hawkesbury could not think the 
motion of the noble. earl exactly well timed. 
He could not be ignorant that the servants 
of government had pledged themselves im- 


_ Rediately to bring the question of the vo- 
_hwnteer system betore Parliament. 


What- 
everjztherefore, the noble earl had to pro- 
pose on that subject, he would then have 
a opportunity of bringing forward, As 

‘questions, however, of this nature were 
Supposed to originate in his Majesty’s mi- 
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nisters, it was but fair, in the first place, 
to allow them.an opportunity of declaring 
their ideas on the subject, and of seeing 
how far those ideas met the general senti- 
ment. That ministers had consulted the 
most skilful and celebrated commanders in 
this country, was a fact. The assembling 
a council, however, consisting of such men, 
would, he conceived, be inexpedient, un- 
parliamentary, and impracticable. Persons 
of this description were, in the present, sie 
tuation of the country, scattered up and 
down, engaged in remote but_ necessary 
service. Supposing, therefore, that the 
measure were, parliamentary, and that it 
were practicable, would it be prudent and 
expedient, at such a moment, to enter inte. 
the measure proposed by the noble earl? 

The Earl of Suffolk said, that it consisted 
with his knowledge, that in the corps with 
which he was conneeted, had “it not been 
for the decision to which he had alluded, 
every man in. the eorps, both officer and 
private, would have thrown down their 
arms. It was the duty of government to 
conciliate the volunteers, not to disgust, 
them. Had the measure which he now 
proposed been at once adopted, the expla- 
natory bill, alluded to by the noble lord, 
would have been rendered unnecessary.— 
He had not proposed a general council‘of 
military officers, but one composed of mem- 
bers of that House, who might have been 
called together without inconvenience. It 
had been said, that great military charac- 
ters had been consulted. He could how- 
ever say, that many of the first military 
characters in the country, with whom he 
was acquainted, had not been consulted on 
the subject.—The motion was put and ne- 
gatived without a division. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, February 7. 


This day a ballot was appointed to take 
place for a Committee to try the merits of 
the petition respecting the late election for 
Southwark ; and also a ballot for another 
Election Committee : but at four o'clock 
only 98 members were in the House. and it 
being necessary, according to order, that 100 
members should be present before any bal- 
lot could commence, the House adjourned 
till to-morrow. 





HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Wednesday, February-8, 


The. Scotch appeal, Graham v. Weir, 
*C2 
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which stood for hearing this day, was, on 
the motion of the Lord Chancellor, post- 
poned jill Friday next.—Several accounts 
and documents were presented from the 
Commissioners of the Customs, which prin- 
cipally respected the wine trade with Portu- 
gal ; certain parts of the East-India trade ; 
and the number of vessels employed in the 
Russia trade, &c. which were orderéd to lie 
on the table.—After a few observations, in 
an under-tone of voice, were interchanged 
between the Lord Chancellor, the Duke’ of 
Norfolk, and Lord Walsingham, the evi- 
‘dence given before thé Committee of Privi- 
Jeges relative to the c'aim to the Zouch 
Peerage, was ordered to be printed for the 
use of their lordships—Some private busi- 
ness was then disposed of, after which the 
House adjourned till Friday. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, February 8. 


“{Mrinvutes.] — Before the gallery was 
opened, we understand that Sir John 
William Anderson presented a petition from 
Messrs. Boydel!s, which he prefaced by 
observing, that the exertions of those gen- 
‘ tlemen had tended, in the greatest degree, 

to encourage the arts in this country. Be- 

fore. they. undertook an extensive and li- 
beral specula:ion connected with that sub- 
ject, scarcely any other prints worth looking 

at were to be seen but French prints, im- 

ported here ; but through the means of their 

efforts, the graphic productions of this coun- 
try had obtained an extensive circulation 
upon the Continent, as well.as they had de- 
servedly attained a decided superiority at 
home. Unfortunately, however, the French 
revolution, that curse upon the human race, 
had in agreat measure put a stop to the 
circulation upon the Continent of those pro- 
ductions.. The Messrs. Boydells it was al- 
most needless to state, were highly honour- 
able men. Mr. John Boydell was a member 
of the court of aldermen, and. had served 
the offices of sheriff and lord mayor of the 
city of London; he was now at the ad- 
vanced age of 85, and wished to be enabled 
to lay his head upon his pillow with the con- 
scious, satisfaction of having discharged all 
the demands of his creditors. The prayer 
of the ‘petition was, that leave might be 
. given to bring in a bill to enable Messrs, 

_ Boydells to dispose- of their magnificent col- 

lection of prints by -way of lottery. The 

petition was received without opposition, 
and ordered to be referred to a Committee 
to report their opinion thereon to the House. 





—The House proceeded to ballot for ty 
Committees, to try the merits of the pei. 
tions complaining of undue elections gp 
Southwark and Durham, when the follows 
ing members were chosen to try the South. 
wark petition : Wm. Burroughs, Esq. ; R, 
Holt Lee, Esq.; James Buller, of Weg 
Looe, Esq.; G. P. Moore, Esq. ; Sir Wm. | 
Paxton; James Portér, Esq. ; John Palmer, 
Esq.; C. Chaplin, Esq. ; James’ Traile,. 
Esq.; James Farquhar, Esq.; D. Nonh, 
Esq.; Hon. G. Lowry Cole; John Baker 
Esq.—The Speaker then stated that the pes 
titioner having waved his right of appoint. 
ing a nominee out of the members present 
at the time of the ballot, he observed that 
the Act of Parliament made no provision: 
for the case of two Committees being aps 
pointed for the same day, for there was no 
clause forbidding the members, in chusing: 
anominee, to fix upon a member who might 
be drawn upon the other Committee, whith 
would certainly be productive of great ins 
convenience.— The members then withdrew. 
and chose D. P. Coke, Esq. The nominee 
for the sitting member is T. B. Bernard, Esq, 
—The members chosen to form the Dats: 
ham Committee were : T. D. Lambe, Esq; 
C. Mills Esq.: Right Hon. Thomas Steele; 
Right Hon. Lord G. Thynne; Theophilus 
Metcalfe, Esq.; W. S. Stanhope, Esq..; Ry 
Archdale, Esq. Sir M. Le Flemiug; J, 
Langham, Esq. ; H. Sibthorpe, Esq. Geo, 
Anth. Le Keck, Esq.; John Dent, Esq.j 
honourable George Cranfield Berkeley, &¢, 
—Nominees.. J. Raine, Esq. ; Lord Dun 
low.—The commissioners for the reduction 
of the national debt, brought up their an 
nual account for the year ending the 3ist 
January, 1804. Ordered to lie on the table: 
Mr. Secretary Yorke moved, that there be 
laid before the House, an account of the 
different sub-division muster rolls throughout 
the kingdom. ‘Ordered. — Petitions were 
presented’ from: the prisoners confived for 
debt in the gaols of Maidstone and Ayles: 
bury, praying for relief. Ordered to lie on 
the table.— ‘The Sheriffs of London appear 
ed at the bar, with petitions from the aldet 
men, &c. of the city of London, praying, 
that the powers granted by former acts be 
enlarged, for raising a further sum of money. 
for improving the port of London, and fot 
widening the entrance into the city by Tem» 
ple Bar. ‘The petitions were referred tod 
Committee.—The Duke of York's Estalé 
Bill, and the Portugal Corn Indemnity Bill 
were read-a second time, and conimitted ft 
to-morrow.—The‘Secretary at War brought 
up'the estimate of the barrack depavmelt 


for 1804. Ordered to be prinicd. a0 | 
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-{Convuct or Generar Fox.}—Ad- 
gical Berkeley.—Sir, it is not at present 
jptention to press the motion of ‘which 
J gave notice before the recess, for the pro- 
duction of certain papers respecting the in- 
garrection in Dublin on the 23d of July last, 
and the conduct of the Irish government 
upon that emergency, ‘The ptincipal ob- 
ject of the motion of which I formerly 
gave notice, was to throw as much light as 
ible on the conduct cf an hon. relative 
of mine (General Fox) upon that occasion, 
as I had conceived that some expressions 
which were made use of by some right hon. 
members of this House, implied a: strong 
geflection on the character of that gallant 
officer. As I am now, however, given to 
understand, that those who madeuse of the 
expressions to which I allude, expressly 
disavow any intention of criminating that 
brave and meritorious officer, | feel it no 
Jonger necessary to press the motion of 
which I formerly gave notice. 
Mr. Secretary Yorke.—Sir, although it is, 


peéthaps, not strictly regular in me to offer 


any observations. upon the hon, member’s 
choosing to withdraw ‘his motion, yet I 
must say Iam extremely glad, that, upon 
consideration, he has thought proper to 
pursue this course ; and it gives me the 
more pleasure, as I feel perfectly con- 
vinced that it never could have been the 
intention of his Majesty’s ministers, and I 
am sure it was never my intention, in any 
manner to criminate that gallant oflicer, 
whose merit and whose services we are 
yery willing toacknowledge. 

Sir John Wrottesley. — Sir, it gives me 
mich pleasure to hear from one of his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers so honourable a testimony 
of the merit of the gallant officer who has 
devoted his ‘lite to the interests of his coun- 
try’; but when I consider the cireumstances 
attending the late’ rebellion in Ireland, I 
cannot but feel convinced that there mast 
have been in some quarter the grossest ne- 
gligence and inattention ; it therefore ap- 
pears to me, that the House would not act 
consistent’ with the public daty, in suilering 
this basiness -to rest here without further 
examination. 
on Monday ‘se’night, I shall’ move for the 
Production of certain papers which [ 
conceive: necessary’ for the information of 
the‘House upon this subject.” 


-{Vo.unrerr consoLIDATION BILL J— 
Mr, Secretary Yorke,.agreeable to his notice 
90a former day,, cose. to move, for leave to 
Dring in a bill. for consolidating and. exp!ain- 


"ing the existing acts for the regu'd.ion of the 
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volunteer establishment, The right: hon. 
gent. prefaced his motion by a speech to the 
following purport : Sir, although what aiay be 
conceived to be necessary in opening the 
measure with which it is my intention to 
conclude, might easily be coufined within 
avery small compass, yet as the subject, ge< 
nerally, is one of the greatest interest, and 
has been the object of long expectation, I 
hope I shall be indulged by the House in 
going into considerable detail. 1 shail pre- 
face my remarks, Sir, by expressing a hope, 
that the subject will be considered with the 
utmost coolness and impartiality. When the 
defence of the country is the matter under 
discussion, it is not presuming too much to 
entertain the hope, that party spirit will not 
enter into our deliberations, that we shall 
only think of the most effectual means ot 
resisting that enemy who menaces the de- 
struction of all that 1s dear to us as the inha- 
bitants of a free country. 1 hope 1 do not 
carry my. expectation too far, when I ex- 
press a hope that gentlemen will not shew 
themselves inclined to increase that clamour 
which has been raised against the volunteer. 
system, for what reason I know not, by @ 
certain description of persons, who do not 
wish well to the country, and whose last 
resource ot malignity is to set the govern- 
ment against the volunteers and the volun- 
teers against the government. Against such 
persons, if such persons exist, I wish more 
particularly to guard the voluoteers, as the 
worst enemies of their. establishment, and 
the inost dangerous foes of their country, 
I am anxious also, Sir, that gentlemen 
should view the volunteer system not only ia 
its defects, its difficulties, or its inconveni- 
encies. It is at least fair to coniemplate the 
system as a whole, and not to hold forth in- 
dividual instances of difficulty and inconve- 
nience,.as arguments against an establishment 
essentially connected with the safety of the 
empire at a most perilous crisis.—On the 
present occasion it is not my object to intro. 
duce any thing vety new, pointed, or extraor- 
dinary. From experience it must have been 
obvious, that measures dictated by tempe- 
rance and moderation were those which it 
was most prudent to adopt and pursue, 
Whatever are the measures of improvement 
to be adopted, they must be such as are sug- 
gested by imperious necessity, and such as 
are essential to the correction, not merely of 
incidental abuses, but of the radical deficien- 
cies of a general system.—Having made these 
preliminary observations, | will now proceed 
to the substantial considerations on which my 
niotion is to be founded, “Before, however, 
1 gg into the detail of the circamstances 
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which prove the necessity of a new bill for 
the purpose of explaining and amending the 
Jaws for the regulation of the volunteer in- 
stitution, it will not be improper to say a few 
words respecting the use and purposes of such 
an institution, the history of its original for- 
mation, the actual circumstances in which it 
is now placed, the inconveniencies which are 
admitted to exist, and others which, though 
held out as inconveniencies, could not be 
proved such in point of law and of fact. 
While I enter on these. topics, it is of course, 
at the same time, my object to point out the 


remedies which appear most applicable to. 


existing defects, and the improvements which 
are conceived to be the most adapted to com- 
plete the perfection of an establishmentt at 
all times useful, but more peculiarly impor- 
tant at acrisis when the fate of the whole 
empire is involved. These remedies are to 
be obtained, and these improvements are to 
be effected, by a very simple process. They 
are such remedies as depend on the implied 
prerogative of the sovereign, or they are such 
improvements.as are fully within the reach 
of the legislature. Astothe nature and pur- 
poses of the volunteer establishment, it will 
not be necessary for me to take up much of 
the time of the House. It is hardly neces- 
sary for me to advert to the present situation 
of the country, to the present enormous ag- 


grandisement of French power, contrasted 
with the humiliated condition of the rest 


of the continent of Europe. Even with re- 
' ference to a defensive system, it will not,\ I 
believe, be contended by any gentleman, that 
a larger additional military force is not neces- 
sary than in any former period of our history. 
‘Great and powerful as our navy now is, it 
would be improvident and criminal in the 
highest degree, totrust to the exertions ofour 
sailors thedefence of the United Kingdom. We 
have to consider tbe immensity of coast which 
was to be guarded. This was an extent of 
no less than 2 500 miles ; and with such a 
compass of territory to protect, it behoved 
us to use all those means of protection which 
were placed iv our hands. While I admit 
that the navy of this country, however pow- 
erfal and victorious as it has long been, is 
not adequate to the protection of our coasts 
sgainst a most inveterate enemy ; it is, at 
the same time, necessary to declare, that 
we have not the means-of keeping up such 
@ regular army as can at all secure the pro- 
tection of -Great-Britain and Ireland against 
the menaced invasion of a most formidable 

ower. In a military point of view, per- 
ater the regular force of the country could, 
under particular arrangements, and by the 
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observance of the most rigid economy, by 
augmented to a certain extent. I do nop 
however, think, that the regular force, now 
amounting to about ninety-thousand, conjg 
be augmented to any very considerable. 
mount, if any regard was to be paid either 
to views of constitutional liberty, of a 
considerations of financial resources. Defi 
ciencies in our regular military establish. 
ment may and will be filled-up, but the aug. 
mentation to our regular standing force, 
cannot be expected to be of such a-natutg 
as to weigh much in the scale. ~At present 
the militia of Ireland amounted to 18,000, 
and, during the late war, they were mong 
numerous by nearly 2000. With re 

to this part of the national establishment jy 
that part of the United kingdom, I certainly 
can entertain no wish of any augmentation, 
On the other hand, a large proportion of 
the regular army from this country, is necegs 
sary for the protection of this part of thé 
empire, against intestine commotion or fox 
reign attack. Under these circumstatices, 
Sir, it became a matter of policy, as wellas 
of necessity, to call on the services of that 
proportion of the people who were able to 
carry arms, and submit to the labours of 
military discipline. These services have 
been required by the acts passed in the last 
session of Parliament. The principle of the 
acts then passed was, that a great proportion 
of the population should be trained to thé 
the use of arms, and that their discipline 
should be accomplished at the least possible 
expense’ to the ‘state. I need not, remind 
the House that the principle of the volua+ 
teer establishment is far from being novelbin 
its nature. It was a principle first intro. 
duced during the Shelbourne administration, 
near the close of the American war... It was. 
revived in 1794, from the circumstances ia 
which the country was then placed. From 
that period it has continued in full activity, 
and was then made the subject of legislative 
enactment. At that period it was acknowé 
ledged as a part of a new system arising out 
of the new circumstances of the country 
and the idea of exemptions was considered 
to be essential to its existence. Under thid 
original voluntary establishment, where 
there was very little legislative enactmenh 
but where almost every thing was left to thé 
corps themselves, except in cases where at 
tual service might be required, the number 
of volunteers throughout the kingdom wat 
not below one hundred and fifty thousand, 
It was not then jadged expedient to contre 
those bodies by many positive enactments,and 
the consequence had been, that wader thet 
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gircamstances the beneficial consequences of 
goch ‘institutions had been materially experi- 
enced. So much, indeed,was Parliament con- 
yinced of this, that thanks had been voted to 
the different volunteer bodies throughout the 
kiogdom, for the services they had rendered 
their country. On the conclusion of the 
peace the House and the public were so well 
convinced of the excellence of the volun. 
teer establishment, that it was judged poli- 
tic toencourage its perpetuity by continuing, 
_ thongh on a more limited scale, the exemp- 
tions formerly granted to those who had stood 
' forward in defence of the country, at a crisis 
of peculiar danger. .For this purpose the 
act of the 42d of his Majesty was passed, and 
in chap. 46 of that act, the object to which 
] have now adverted, was described. The 
object of this act. of the legislature was to 
out to the yeomanry at large, and to 
e volunteer infantry in ail the large towns 
throughout the kingdom, to continue their 
_ services even during peace, and by such ao 
. grrangement it was meant that the necessity 
ef a very large standing army would be 
avoided. When the war broke out, an im- 
‘mediate necessity of extraordinary means of 
‘protection was experiented, and the volun- 
tary spirit of the country manifested itself 
in a way equally honourable to the national 
character, and the individuals by whom 
this spirit was displayed. All ranks were 
sensible that the situation of the country, 
critical from the particular circumstances of 
Europe, was rendered still more critical 
ftom the intrigues and designs of an indi- 
vidual equally formidable, from his enter- 
prising and ferocious views. A new act of 
parliament became necessary, to regulate 
the mode in which these offers of voluntary 
service were to'be received and applied, in 
the way most applicable to the public ser- 
vice, It was necessary that his Majesty 
thould revert to his ancient and undoubted 
prerogative to call out his subjects for the 
protection of his throne, and the general 
defence of the empire. The act of the 
43d of his Majesty was framed for this ge- 
teral end; and in the g6th chap. are con- 
{dined the terms under which voluntary 
Was to be preferred to compulsory service, 
and explaining the exemptions which those 
offering such service were to enjoy. Un- 
der this act, voluntary offers to the amount 
of 400,000 men were received, By an ab- 
tract of the returns under the General 
Training Act, distinguishing offers of volun- 
tary services from registers of those who 
Were liable to serve, 1 find that the number 
fvolunteers under the first class was not 

& than 420,000, while the whole number 
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liable to serve did not exceed 500,000. In 
consequence of this display of the national 
spirit, the compulsory clauses of the. 43d of 
his Majesty were suspended, The num- 


-ber of volunteers, speaking in round num- 


bers, was now upwards of 350,000, and 
thus the intention of the legislature was 
fulfilled. When I speak of the volunteer 
establishment here I have no reference to 
Ireland. The system there differs in sever 
ral important circumstances. During the 
last war the volunteers of that part of the 
united kingdom shewed what valour and 
discipline could effect, and the principle of 
their establishment was not in want of any 
alteration. Itbink that the House must a« 
gree with me in thinking, that the Irish 
volunteers have already done themselves 
the highest honour; and it is only to be 
hoped, and I trust such a hope is not at all 
unreasonable, that their example may ani- 
mate those who have enrolled themselves 


here for the defence of their country to 


shew a similar spirit in the moment of dan- 
ger. I have already stated, that the volun- 
teers of this part of the empire were up- 
wards of 350,000, a number under proper 
regulations fully adequate, in co operation 
with our nvr Bs force, to put the country 
out of all danger, a number not restricted, 
till it had amounted to three-fourths of the 
first class liable to be called out under the 
General Training Act. — Having thus 
briefly noticed the history and numbers of 
the volunteer establishment, let me next di- 
rect your attention to their present situa- 
tion. With respect toa late decision, as 
to the right which a volunteer has to with- 
draw: from acorps to which he has attached 
himself, I shall at present offer a very few 
observations. In the decision then given, 
the court certainly differed from the opinion 
given on the subject by an hon. friend of 
mine, and even now I am not altogether 
convinced that he had not as a lawyer good | 
ground for the opinion which he then offer- 
ed. His opinion, it must be allowed, was 
only a legal deduction from a review ofthe 
different acts of parliament on the subject 
of the volunteer establishment, and no no- 
tice was taken of the particular circum- 
stances under which these acts were passed 
by the legislature. I am free decidedly to 
declare, that no such legal inference was 
meant to be drawn from these acts. I bave 
no idea whatever that. it was the’ meaning 
of Parliament in the framing of these acts; 
to preclude the right of volunteers to re- 
sign under particular. circumstances. Tam 
sure that no idea'to the contrary was ever 
held forth in the course of the discussion 
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which took place, to countenance an op- 
posite opinion ; and there remains no doubt 
in my mind, that the right ofa volunteer to 
resign was clearly understood. I was par- 
ticularly anxious to state the distinction be- 
twixt voluntary and compulsory service, and 
to mark out the material circumstances 
which essentially characterized their appli- 
cation. The idea of preventing the liberty 
of resignation never appeared to me either 
politic or necessary. This opinion is found- 
ed on a very simple principle, that, on 
the well-disposed, any attempt at coer- 
cion must. only produce dissatisfaction and 
disgust ; and the same zeal which origi- 
nally determined men to stand forward in 
a great cause, was the best. security a- 
gainst their deserting it, when their obli- 
gations to. service were, instead of being 
diminished, materially increased. Coercion 
is, in all cases, as much as possible, to be 
avoided ina free country ; aud coercion to 
men who deserved so much of their coun- 
try, was what his Majesty's ministers were 
most anxious to avoid. We accepted vo- 
huntary offers of service as far superior to 
compulsory labours; but, if contrary to all 
expectation and probability, the right of re- 
signation once admitted, should be impro- 
perly abused, his Majesty’s power of calling 
for the services of individuals acting in this 
way would revert, and all who had thought 
proper to decline voluntary service, once of- 
fered, would be forced to learn the use of 
arms under the respective classes to which 
they belonged.—It has, Sir, been objected to 
the volunteer system, that the exemptions 
are so extensive as to be extremely onerous 
to that part of the community, which has not 
the means of being connected with any vo- 
lunteer association. Here I cannot help ob- 
, serving, tliat on the subject of exemptions 
the greatest misconception has prevailed. It 
is not true, Sir, that members’ of the volun- 
teer corps are exempted from the ballot. It 
was expressly provided by the law, as it now 
stood, that the names of all volunteers should 
be given in to those who were to prepare the 
lists for the different ballots in the different 
counties of the kingdom. If they were 
drawn, they were exempted only in case of 
their producing satisfactory evidence of their 
attending the number of drills necessary to 
grant legal exemption. To. my ¢reat sur- 
prise, I find that this plain requisition of the 
law has not been complied with ina variety 
of instances. These observations I apply 
only to the militia ballots. The ballots for 
the army of reserve are conducted on a foot- 
ing altogether different, and on this subject 
the law is so clear as to require no additional 


, 
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explanation.—Let me now, Sir, shortly speay 


to some of the most striking defects and jp. 
conveniencies of the volunteer system,: jf 


may be admitted generally that the volunteg 


system has in its constitution some defects 
which are inherent and iucurable, while 
others are such as admit of an easy and eff. 
cacious remedy. It will be allowed, am 

the defects inherent in the volunteer esta. 
blishment, that jt does not admit of as great 
a degree of discipline as can be obtained ing 
regularly organized army, That man mus 
be grossly ignorant ‘of the nature of voluj. 
tary service who could for a moment sup. 
pose that it could be made equal to a regajar 
standing army or the militia, or that it could 
be regarded in the same light. As greata 
degree of discipline as possible was to be ab. 
tained, but after that object was accomplish. 
ed it was neither wise nor politic to attempt 
to press the completion of discipline to 4 
degree inconsistent with the ordinary occu 
pations of those individuals who from the 
most honourable and patriotic motives have 


stood forward with the offer of their livesand , 


fortunes for the defence of the empire. De. 
ficiency of discipline, therefore, to a certain 
extent, was, in this view of the system, to be 
expected, and it was not to the remedy of 
such a defect that the bill which he meant 


to introduce was at all designed to apply, 


This was an inconvenience which legisla 
tive provisions could not remedy, and which 
indeed would not be severely felt ; if other 
evils to which remedies were applicable, 


were removed, the one to which I have ak 


luded will be felt of less importance, A 


good deal has been objected to on the score 


of the powers exercised by the committess 
in certain volunteer corps. I have taken 
some pains to enquire into this subject, and 
the result of my investigations has been, that 
in particular instances such committees 
have exercised improper powers, In gen 
however, I have found that these committess 
were merely instituted for the management 
of the pecuniary concerns of the corps t 
which they respectively belonged. Let 
person attend, Sir, to the manner in whi 
many volunteer corps have been formed ; lé 
him consider, that the greater part of th 
expense attendant on their establishment has 
been defrayed by voluntary contribution, 


and he will have no difficulty in admitting” 
that committees of the nature which I have 


described are not only liable to noanimab 
version, but are to a certain degree absolute 

necessary. Of this I have no sort of hee 
tation in declaring my opinion, that beyoim. 
the management of pecuniary concerns they 


ought to have no control ; and that ifthe 





/ 





















FASS Eoe oe 


= 





4s. 


3 





FRGSS RSS Se SRR 


Ss 


SS RRSCSRS EG SSS 


tie ' 
@ancy which has occerred. 


Fi 
revo. VY, 
' 


a 


t in the smallest degree to interfére 
PR tiilitary concems of the corps, they 
gre doing what is quite unjustifiable and what 

‘gunot be permitted. Against such prac- 
tices the legislature must directly Set its face, 
gnd to prevent its continuance is an object 
ofthe highest importance. — The right of 


‘ 


 ‘Pecting officers in volunteer corps is another 


subject to which, on ‘the present occasion, I 
wish to call the attention of the House. I 
wish here clearly to state, that there is a very 
‘great distinction betwixt the election of of- 
ia by a volunteer corps previous to its 
being regularly embodied, and the supposed 
waht of filling up vacancies among the of- 
ficers as often, by a variety of circumstances, 
as they may take place. In the one case, it 
may appear expedient to suffer the exercise 
ofacertain degree of discretion, from an idea 


that the choice will fall on those individuals ° 


‘who are the best fitted to hold the rank of 
officers, or who may be supposed to be most 
fesleemed by those by whom they are se- 
Yected to be their commanders. This, Sir, 
jgonly, however, a permission given, and 
ot aright conferred, and in the instance 
ofa vacancy occurring, it never was meant 
that volunteer corps should exercise the right 
of chusing their own officers. There is not 
asingle tittle in any act of Parliament to 
jastify such a claim ; and it is a claim incon- 
sistent with the exercise of his Majesty's 
lawfut prerogative. It is a wise principle of 
the constitution, that the exercise of the 
prerogative shall not be usurped where it is 
hot limited by an act of the legislature, and 
‘there isno act of the legislature which autho- 
fizes volunteer corps to fill up vacancies 
‘mong their officers. If a particular body 


of men have supposed themselves in posses- 
pp 


‘sion of such a right, they must be convinced 
‘oftheir error. The exercise of such a right 
Thaye no difficulty in pronouncing illegal ; 
and I have not less hesitation in saying that, 
‘0 almost every instance, it would be highly 
‘mipolitic and. dangerous. The commandant 
ofa volunteer corps is, ‘in the case of a va- 
Caicy, to send in. a list of those whom he 
‘Conceives best qualified to supply it, to the 
lord lieutenant of the county. The lord 
lieatenant is invested with the fall power of 
“tither transmitting or with-holding that list, 
“according to his own discretion ; and the Se- 


_ ttetary of State may lay it before his Majesty 


‘WNot, precisely according to his opinion’of 


“the character and respectability of the per- 


‘ns who are recommended to fill up the va- 
If any corps 
Phos to insist on this right, it is the fair 
‘Tight of his Majesty to discontinue their ser- 

es; and [ am so fully convineed of this 
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tight, that I consider it unnecessary to make 
ita part of the bill which it is my object to 
introduce, 1t may perhaps be said, Sir, that 
the right of volunteer corps to elect their 
own officers has in a variety of cases been 
admitted, and that many of the oldest corps 
have hitherto exercised this right without 
any attempt to deny the fairness ef their 
claims. I donot deny that in some old corps 
there was an implied agreement: with the 
government at that time, that such a right 
was to be exercised ; but, with regard to all 
the corps formed since the war, 1 maintain 
expressly, that no such agreement beyond the _ 
first election of officers, was ever in the con- 
templation of his Majesty’s ministers, or was 
ever held forth. as an inducement to increase 
the voluntary offers of service from any part 
of the community. . On this point, I have 
at present no further observation to offer.—It 
has been further contended against the vo- 
lunteer system, that, as it now stands, it is 
not sufficiently efficacious for insuring regu- 
larity of attendance and proper behaviour 
during the periods allotted to. discipline, 
Without pretending altogether to deny the 
justice of this observation, let me be per- 
mitted to observe, that this inconvenience 
can, consistently with the volunteer system 
only be remedied effectually by two mea- 
sures. The one of these measures is, the 
power vested in the commandants of volun- 
teer corps, of discharging those who are neg- 
ligent in the performance of their duty. In 
this case, those so discharged would be im- 
mediately liable to the ballot, both for the 
militia and the army of reserve. The other 
check on irregularity of attendance and re- 
missness of discipline is, that persons so 
offending, besides being liable to discharge 
from their respective corps, will immedi- 
ately be liable to be called out ia their re- 
spective class, and compelled to undergo all 
the labours to which, by the genetal train- 
ing act, all those able to carry arms are 
to be subject. I have already allowed, that 
there are some defects in the volunteer sys- 
tem which are inherent, while others are 
leve! to remedy.—The question then is, whe- 
ther we shall adhere to this system, with all 
its defects, at so critical a period as that in 
which we are placed, or resort to another, 
which, though in some respects more perfect, 
is in others far more liable to ohjection, and 
infinitely less adapted to the circumstances 
It ‘always 
has appeared to me, that wise men best shew 
that wisdom, by adopting: not what may be 
absolutely the best in the particular circum- 
stances, but what is the best in the particu- 
lar situation where they are called on to repel 
*~p ; 
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formidable danger. When a system is al- 
lowed to contain the matevials of excellent 
regulation, it is surely much better to im- 
prove it than to reject it wholly. for an expe- 
riment, which, though in its aspect captiva- 
ting; may lead only to disgrace and disap- 
‘pointment. It is better togo on tempe: ately 
and-coolly, than by rashness to overturn a 
“system, capable of the most useful ends and 
‘the highest purposes.—Now, Sir, let me say 
la few words as to the rémedies proposed to 
‘be applied to the volunteer establishment. 
‘In the first place, it will not be denied, 
that if any. individuals or any officers in a 
‘volunteer corps be deficient in their duty, 
his Majesty has the full right of disconti- 
nuing ‘their services, and that too with cir- 
“cumstances of disgrace. If the number of 
-persons so dismissed was considerable, then 
~his Majesty has full powers to call them out 
under their respective classes, and to compel 
them tolearn the use of arms to prepare them 
to defend the country in case of actual in- 
. vasion.—Afier such training they may be 
csent either to reinforce the regular, army, 
-the militia,-or in-any other way which his 
Majesty, by the advice of ministers, may 
‘chose to appoint. They may even be sent to 
-fill. up’ the ranks of those volunteer corps 
from which, under particular circumstances, 
they may have withdrawn. As to the mili- 
-tary committees, to which I have already al- 
Juded, it will only be necessary fer ‘me to 
say, that if they presume to exerci e illegal 
powers, or attempt to control the proceed- 
ings of the commandant, they must necessa- 
rily. be suspended. I can hardly suppose 
that any corps would support them in any 
such irregularity ; but if, contrary to all ex- 
pectation, they should be guilty of such im- 
proper conduct, the inference is obvious, 
They thereby declare themselves unfit to 


support the character they have assumed, and | 


must submit to. have their services discon- 
tinued.—I have now finished my general 
observations, and have only to .conclude 
with afew more particular remarks. The 
sobject of the bill, as I intimated in my first 
notice, is ta consolidate all the acts for the 
regulation of the volunteer system. These 
acts are three in number, and though they 
differ’ very little in spirit or substance, it 
is of importance that they should appear in 
a form more precise than they now possess, 
and that their exact meaning should be un- 
derstood with as little inconvenience as pos- 
sible. As to the exemptions, itis my wish 
that several important alterations should be 
introduced. As the law now stands, a cer- 
tain description of volunteers are exempted 
from the ballot of the militia by five days 
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attendance at drill. As to the army of ty 
sere, it stands on a different arrangemen, 
Volunteers are not exempt from the 

in this case, but if drawn they are exemp, 
ed from actual service, provided they hay 
attended 24 drills in the year, or a propor. 
tionate number before the time of. they 
being drawn to serve. Jt is meant bythiy 
new bill that the time, entitling to exe 
tion, shall be equalized, and that none ean. 
claim exemption from the militia who hay 
not been drilled 24 times in the year, I 
mean, Sir, to propose, that every member of 
a volunteer corps shall be at liberty to resign 
at his option ; and I think it proper to add, 
that this was a determination formed wi 
out any reference to the late decision ak 
law court on this subject. It is the objectof 
the bill that all volunteers shall be subject 
to the ballot both for the apilitia and army of 
reserve. A list of those actually serving in 
volunteer corps, and who have certificate! 
of regular attendance, is to be separately’ 
preserved, When a member is either dig 
charged, or chooses to quit a volunteer 

then his name is to be returned to the clerks 
who prepare the county lists, and. from 
that time he is liable to supply any vacaney 
which may occur. Another object of the 
bill will be to simplify the returns of ef 
fective force, and to point out the man 
ner in which resignation is to take place, 
When a member thinks proper to resign, 
he is to give due. notice to the comma 
dant of his corps, and is at the same time 
to deliver up his arms, accoutrements, 
whatever other articles he may have received, 
either by private subscription or at the public 
expense, in as good case as they received 
them, ‘By such a step, it. will be ‘under 
stood that they not only subject themselies 
to the regular ballot, but also place them 
selves at the disposal of his Majesty, tok 
employed in whatever way he pleases, either 


‘in defeating external invasion, or putting 


down internal insurrection. There are a: 
nor poiits in the bill, which I need mm 
now explain, as they will be better compte 
hended when‘ it is regularly before th 
House. I trust there will be. no objection 
to the introduction of the bill in the fit 
instance, ‘and that genilemen will resent 


their argumeuts till they have the subjeti 


fairly before them. I have stated thats 
power of resignation will be given to” 
lunteers, but from this option [ fearno 


gerous consequences. Surely, Sir, thoi whe ee 


in August and September last stepped ft 
ward to defend their country, threatengé 
an implacable foe, will not shew less#ag © 
now that the enemy's preparations aro wg 
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er advanced, or rather nearly complet- 
j, and that he only waits the favourable 


ent to land on our shores. I am confi- | 
ent that they are now as much as ever alive | 


fo the calls of patriotism, of duty, and of 
“honour ; and that they will not desert their 

ing and their Country at this great crisis. 
Bven those, whom circumstances may oblige 
to withdraw from regular attendance, will 
inthe hour of danger, rally round the stan- 
Yard of freedom, and expire in the same 
grave which swallows up the liberties and 
Re otndence of their country. Having 
ow finished the observations which I thought 
jtincumbent upon me to make ; previous to 
the iniroducticn of this bill, I shall now 
tonclude by moving, that .“ leave be given 
fo bring in a bill to explain, amend, and 


| consolidate, the provisions contained in the 


several Acts relative to Yeomanry and Vo- 
lanteer Corps throughout thc United King- 


Mr. Sheridan expressed his regret, that 
the opinion which he held respecting the 
tight of electing officers belonging to volun- 
feer corps, should be misunderstood by the 
sight hon. gent. who had just sat down, for 
leentirely agreed with that right hon. gent. 
that no such right existed in any corps in 
whose original offer of service such a right 
was net expressly demanded and acceded to 
by government; and he also agreed that any 
corps, claiming any such privilege of elect- 
ing their own officers, under different cir- 
cumstances, misunderstood their rights and 
their duties ; but if it was meant’ that the 


-fcommendation of an officer by any corps 


was not to attended to, he wished to 
know where they who would reject such re- 
commendation wouid desire the power of 
Appointing such officer to rest ? would they 
Wish. the commission to originate in the 
frown, in the lord lieutepant, or the depn- 
ty lieutenants of counties ? Or could it be 
pony supposed, that any or either of 
those arrangements would be preferable to 
pa which the volunteer corps, in general, 
Aesired, and which must tend to render them 
More effective, by the matual attachment 
Which must subsist between them and offi- 
ters of their own choice ? The right hon. 
gent. had observed, that the recommenda- 
tion of officers should properly belong to the 
lord lieutenants, put that he, from his situa- 
tion, should feel himself bound to advise his 
Majesty not to attend to such recommenda- 


fon, if the person recommended should ap- 


ir to him to be ineligible, and he would 
Glad to know whether the right hon. gen- 
ans exercise «f the same di-cretion 
not _be sufficient to prevent the ap- 





Poss 


pointment of avy officer recommended by 
a volunteer corps? Ifso, then, what dan? 
ger could arise from allowing things’ to] fe4 
main on the same footing as they have’ been? 
and instead of the Jord lieutenants’ recome 
h:ending, &c. leaving to the volunteers thems 
selves the right of recommendation?’ He 
adopted the word recommendation, because 
it’ seemed to be more agreable to the°ri¢ht 
hon. gent. than the word election, although 
there was no material difference between 
the two.—The right hon. gent. had drawn 
distinction between the right which a volans 
teer corps might have at its original formas 
tion, and after it had been actually establish- 
ed. With the inference which was attempt 
ed to be made from that distinction, he most 
decidedly differed, for he never would as 
sent to the opinion, that because no express 
covenant was entered into between a volun= 
teer corps and government, that such corps 
should not have the right of electing or re- 
commending its own officers, that such right 
should not be allowed to them, although, 
according to its original constitution, the 
members understood that this privilege be- 
longed to them. Of any attempt of this 
nature, which would go to evade an implied 
compact, he would highly disapprove.” It 
would be quibbling with the judgment, it 
would be breaking faith with the engage- 
ments of a gallant hody of men, who were 
intitled to the most respectful attention, the 
most honourable dealing; whose zeal in the 
public cause, if any thing oould damp, might 
be affected considerably, by any departare 
on the part of government from the terms 
upon which they understood themselves to 
have originally taken up arms. The utmost 
faith, he repeated, ought to be‘observed to» 
wards the volunteers, particularly in such 
instances as those he had alluded to. If, at the 
time, the offer of any volunteer corps had 
been accepted by government, no notice was 
taken of such a distinction as that which the 
right hon. gent. had insisted upon this even 
ing, where, he wished to know, was tobe 
found the law to justify, theright'to authorisé, 
that any such distinction should’ be after- 
wards acted upon :—The same check as‘to 
the right hon. gentleman's advice to his Mas 
jesty, respecting any recommendation tora 
commission, existed as well at the first for 
mation of the volunteers as at presenty but 
neither then nor now, did there exist’ any 
right to prevent’ that recommendation from 
being offered,” In the former instance; in= 
deed, it was, not prétended that it did, and 
in either case it did not appear tohiat very 
pradent or necessary to press such a prohibic 
tion. Hf, however, in the first instance, ge 
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' yernment-had refused to any volunteer corps 


the power of electing its own officers, then 
such corps might have withdrawn. its offer 
of service, and there would have been no 
apparent injustice; but if after such corps 
had been actually formed and made consi- 
derable progress to, if not really become per- 
fect in discipline, it.should be attempted to 
deprive the members of a:right which they 
conceived they possessed from the beginning, 
and. without even a hint of the desiga at the 
period of; their first offer of service, there 
could be no principle or policy to excuse such 
conduct, and he trusted, that under circum- 
stances such as those he had described, mi- 
nisters would not press the plan alluded to 
by the right hon. gentleman; but if they 
really meant to take away altogether the right 
of recommendation from the volunteers them- 
selves, he hoped that it would not be assign- 
ed, to the colonel commandants of corps, 
with whom, for many reasons, he would, 
least of all others, wish it to rest, although 
upon them, as much as upon others, minis- 
ters would have the check, described by the 
right hon. gent. There were some instances, 
he uncerstood, where the agreement entered 
into with volunteer corps: were of a particu- 
‘Jar nature, where the tender of service was 
upon certain conditions. Jn such cases the 
ministers ought, of conrse, to be tenderly 
cautious that the faith of government should 
not be violated. An‘hon, friend of his (Mr. 
Whitbread) had the honour to command a 
sorps at Bedford; which, in its original offer 
' of service, stated. iis conditions, namely— 
that two gentlemen, whose names were men- 
tioned, and of whom his hon. friend was 
one, should have the command, and that all 
the other officers should be elected by the 
eorps, which right of election to fill up any 
wacancies that might afterwards occur, was 
to.rest with the members of the corps. This 
offer of service was accepted without any 
ebjection, either expressed or implied, to the 
«onditions upon which the offer was made. 


Avicase of this kind, therefore, and perhaps - 


there were many quite similar, he would 
submit it to the candour of ministers, and 
the jastice of the House, was entitled to ex- 
eeption from any rule that it was intended 
tomake general. After a few more remarks 
upon the propriety'of strictly keeping faith 
with the volunteers, he concluded with ex- 
pressing his confidence, that ministers pos- 
sessed:a sincere disposition to do justice to 
the pretensions and to gratify the feelings of 
that gallant body. ' 

~ Lord Castlereagh observed, that the hon. 
gent. who had just spoken, had not followed 
is right hon. friend very. closely in his ob- 
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servations upon the speech, by which thi 
subject was brought before the house, 
right hon. friend had stated what was the 
principle on which the volunteers proceeded 
previous to their existence as a regular body, 
and what was to be understood of their powe 
after they were erected into, and consti 
a body. The sentiment of his right hog, 
friend upon that subject was this, that a po. 
polar election. was, generally — speaking 
contrary in principle to that discipling 
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which is absolutely essential to every large ¢ 
military force ; and entertaining that idea, of mi 
his right hon. friend conceived there wa MH yenic 
a distinction between that which a corps tice, 

might do previous to its becoming a mj. HP cets’i 
litary body, and that which it might dost HH asa; 
ter it had been formed into a military body, supp 
It was generally through the medium of the @ their 

recommendation of the different corps tha # whic 
their officers were submitted for the appim IF their 
bation of his Majesty through the medini J jesty, 
of the secretary of state ; but none of them & be pl 
should have apprehended that they should ( yente 
have continued to have these recominendd MH this 1 
tions after they had formed into a military fH) the p 
body, because it was a principle which wa fo the 
in itself objectionable on the ground he had J count 
stated, that of a popular election, which was § discip 
unfavourable to military discipline. Jn the those 
first instance, that was, before they wete corps 

formed into military bodies, there was no § woulc 
evil to be apprehended with respect to dit Mf which 
cipline, but the case was quite otherwise § aware 
after they were formed into military bodies, add, 1 
Having once been formed into military corps, the hi 
it was a delicate thing to expose such a corps § datior 
to the inconveniencies of a popular election, § quart 
But his right hon. friend had made this dix § who \ 
tinction, and he had also stated, that although salted 
this general military principle operated upoi § after < 
the minds of his Majesty’s ministers, yet § made 
there were exceptions to this, where z althou 
Majesty had been pleased to recognize aca be we 
tom of chusing the officiers by the men, and gener: 
where that was the case that custom should § mand 
remain undisturbed, for:that was what good ought, 
faith required, This was the case with some of say’ 
military forces in the city of London}; this § milita 
was the constitution of the military fot hower 
raised in that city, and therefore although @ vernm 
the principle of preventing mititary compeg) with < 
being exposed to the incenvenience of ap @ most z 
pular election of officers was extremely it was ot 
portant to be preserved, yet in these excepled they a 
cases they were to be endured, and in’ * that w 





cases the principle had been relaxed, andi 
this instance experience had shewn thatit 
might be relaxed without prejudice to the pa 
lic safety. The principle itself was importall 
batit might be relaxed, and the discrew# 
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which governed this principle could not be left 
oe hands than those it was in at present, 
pamely, in the hands of his Majesty, advised 
gsbe was by his ministers, who were respon- 
sible for the advice they gave.—But what- 
get might be brought forward by his right 
hon. friend, the House might be assared that 
the principle of good faith would be kept en- 
tie, and adhered to without the slightest 
deviation ; but, having said this, he must 


’ peallowed to say, that he deprecated the 


principle as a general one, that large bodies 
of military should be exposed to the incon- 
yeniencies of popular election. That prac- 
fice, therefore, of continuing to elect offi- 
cers in all “cases by the corps, would not do 
asa general rale. He would not, therefore, 
support the general right of a corps to chuse 
their Own officers, 
which they might be allowed to do so, where 


‘their services had been accepted by his Ma- 


jesty, orin.cases in which his Majesty should 
be pleased to relax the principle which pre- 
yented them from chasing their officers; yet 
this was ‘not all; for while he deprecated 
the piactice of military corps being subject 


tothe evils of a popular election, on ac- 


count of the effect it might produce upon 
discipline, there were other evils besides 
those he had hinted at, and ‘such as the 
corps might feel among themselves; they 


would in many cases be put to difficulties 


Which they were not perhaps altogether 
aware of. But having said this, he should 
add, that it was in his opinion material in 
the highest degree, that, let the recommen- 
dation of officers come from whatsoever 
Quarter it may, the feelings of the men 
who were to be commanded should be con- 
sulted, and regarded with great delicacy; for, 
after all, a volunteer corps could never be 
Made to ressemble any other military body, 
although it was clear that they could never 
be well provided unless his Majesty had the 
general choice of those who were to com- 
Mand these corps, for his Majesty alone 
ought, generally speaking, to have the power 
of saying who was fit for the command of a 
Military force within his dominions ; this, 

ever, he said, without any idea of go- 


‘Yemment having any breach of good faith 


with any body of men whomsoever; but he 


Mostazain revert to the distinction which 


‘Was obvious Letween.a body of men before 
they are formed into a military force, and 


that what they might be permitted to do in 


one case had rio analogy to what they ought 
t0be permitted to do in the other; in the 
ioe they might bave. a popular election 
Whout any danger, because in the one case 
Mey did not require discipline ; in the other, 


unless upon terms in. 
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they could not have a pepular election with- 
out danger to discipline, or in other words, 
in the one case they were a civil body, in the 
other they were a military body. 

Mr. Wbhitbread.—Sir ; if it had not been for 
the allusion made by my hon. friend (Mr.She- 
ridan) I should not, perhaps, have said any 
thing at present ppon the subject now before 
the House, but Ithink it necessary toSaya few 
words on the subject of the different corps 
chusing their own officers, as stated by the 
noble lord. and the right hon. gent., par- 
ticularly on that which has been stated by 
the right hon. gent , who has informed the 
House of the advice he should give to his 
Majesty, in the event of any military corps 
persisting in the choice of its own officers, 
And, Sir, Iam the more desirous of advert- 
ing to the sentiments of the right hon. gent, 
as they came from himself, than to the ex- 
planation of the noble lord. The right hon, 
gent has said, that if any corps should persist 
in the right of recommending to his Majesty 
its officers to command them, that he should 
advise his Majesty to dismiss that corps; 
that he should advise his Majesty, in the first 
instance, not to listen to such recommenda- 
tion; and, in the second, to dismiss such 
corps if they should persist in such recom- 
mendation. This, Sir, I apprehend, is much 
too general. The terms of the corps which 
I have the honour to command were, that 


_they should serve under officers specifically 


named by themselves; not only so, but also 
such as they may recommend hereafter to 
his Majesty, through the medium of the 
lord jieutenant of the county. Their ser- 
vices were accepted after they sent in these 
terms, nor were the terms in the least de- 
gree qualified when the service of this corps _ 
was accepted. If they had been told that 
they should not have this choice or recom- 
mendation, not only of their present com- 
mander but also of their other officers, or 
that they should not be allowed to continue 
to have that recommendation, I really ap- 
prehend, Sir, that no such corps would have 
beén formed at all. Now I should like to 
ask the right hon. gent., whether he would 
think himself consistent if he attempted to 
take away from that corps the right of re- 
commendation atall? As.to the distinction 
between election and recommendation, I 
can hardly perceive it: they are'in substance 
the same; for neither means any more, than. 
to submit to the lord lieutenant the propriety 
of his transmitting to the Secretary of State, 
the names of the persons whom they wished 
to be commanded by; but, of course, the 
crown, acting on the advice of its ministers, 
would have the right of judging whether 
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uch persons. were fit to be commanders or 
not. Upon this subject there can be no 
doubt. Now, in the corps to which I have 
the hobour to belong, the terms of their ser- 
. §ices are such, that if any vacancy were to 
happen for an officer, I should apply to the 
corps to say who they would wish to fill it: 
nndoubtedly I should feel myself bound to 
do so, Why, then, what is this but an 
election? And where is the evil of all this? 
The lord lieutenant has aright to say, I will 
not forward this recommendation to the Se- 
eretary of State, for 1 do not think the per- 
son recommended is fit for the office, or if 
the lord lieutenant should forward it, the 
Secretary of State may say that it shall not 
take place, and advise his Majesty to that 
effect; then it will come back again to chuse 
another, and they must go on with their re« 
commendation’ until they have hit upon 
somebody to whom. neither the lord lieute- 
nant nor the Secretary of State has any ob- 
jection; so that no one can ever have a 
commission in any volunteer corps, without 
the approbation of the crown; and this is in 
itself, as.it appears to me, desirable, for the 
men ought to know the character of the per- 
gon under whom they are toserve.. But the 
right hon. gent. adverted to volunteer corps 
under establishments, like those of the last 
war, or if not those of the last war, of esta- 
blishments different from those under which 
the present volunteer corps were formed. They 
have hitherto, all enjoyed the power if not of 
electing, of recommending their officers: now 
I wish to know, whether this power was 
given to the volunteer corps by law, or by 
,eonnivance of thecrown? If by law, it must 
belong to them generally ; if by connivance, 
I should like to ask the right hon, gent. 
whether he has found any mischief in the 
practice ? If he has not, why should he now 
attempt to exclude the volunteers from that 
which they have hitherto enjoyed without 
any inconvenience to the public, and take 
from them that, for which they have much 
value, and without which, as J apprehend, 
not only would the volunteers become less 
numerous, but also less efficient, according 
to their number, than they now are. Where, 
I should like to ask, is the difference be- 
tween the first choice and the second? In 
the first instance, the lot falls upon those ge- 
nerally who are the most known, who are 
the most .remarkable for talents, or for 
some qualities or other. that distinguish 
them, either for high station, or something 
that gives them a preference to others, and 
for which there are, generally, very good 
reasons for recofumending them to his Ma- 
jesty ; and, ia it reasonable to suppose, that 
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| thé same motives which actuate the com 
‘in the first instance, will not also influen, 
them in-the second, arid ‘that they will po 
continue to fill up vacancies, as they may 
happen in their corps, with the same p 
priety as they made the first choice} 
contend, that if the right hon. gent. acts yy 
to the spirit of what he has said to-night, hy 


fatal to the whole volunteering system of this 
country. This, Sir, is my firm opinion, an 
I think, it my duty to say so at once, and fp 
entreat ministers to be cautious in what the 
do upon this occasion. For my own pat, 
had I offered my services as a private in any 
volunteer corps, I own I should be very gp. 
willing to serve under any officer appointed 
by the Crown to command me without » 
own consent.—The right hon. gent, 
gone through the whole history. of the yoluy. 
teer service, in which I shall not follow th 
right hon. gent., but merely make a few oh. 
servations of some points in the speech of 
the right hon, gent. to the House previous 
to his motion.— He says, that ministers, fing. 
ing they had no friends on the continent, jt 
became us to look at home, and make the 
most of our internal strength, since we were 
at war. This system of volunteer seryice 
was resorted to, because we found ourseives 
at war without a friend on the ccntinent 
assist us.—I should have thought it would 
have become ministers to look about them 
and to see, whether we should have any 
friend on the continent to assist us, before 
we entered into war; this would have been 
the course pursued by a wise politician; bat 


adopt a contrary system, they got first into 
the war, and afterwards inquired how it 
could be supported; they then adopted the 
system of a volunteer service. Now, lam 
ready to confess, that the system of volunteer 
service is not the best, either for economy, o& 
for the purpose of making military effo 
such as might have been made under.a dit 
ferent system of policy, and at the same tim 
bringing forth all the energy of the. pe 
of England. But while I say this, I trot 
that neither the right hon. gent., or aly 
other, will endeavour to bring upon me 
odiam of a desire “to raise a clam 
against the volunteer system. Nothing wot 
be more unjust than such an imputation; 
for there is not, I believe, a man in the cou» 
try, who has exerted himself more than! 
have done, in support of the volunteer s* 
tem, when I found it was to be resorted 0, 
asthe only means of our general defence! 
but I am still of opinion, that it is nat 
best system that could have- been resorted 
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jp for the general defence of the country in 
fime of need. And here, Sir, I cannot help 
‘gccusing ministers of wavering from day to 
day, in their system? proving thereby, that 
they had got into a path in which they had 
“met with great difficulties and perplexities, 
god out of which, I am afraid they are not 
yet extricated. They first attempted to pro- 


quce a General Defence Act, out of which. 


- grose the volunteer system all over the coun- 
try. At that time they found, that 450,000 
“men had inrolled their names for the service 
oftheir country. Here I must beg to be 
‘understood, as not, in the slightest degree, 
wishing to depreciate those men, on the 
contrary, no one has a higver opinion of the 
goodness of their motives and principles, in 
thos rushing forward in defence of their 
country; but yet [ cannot help thinking, 
that it is of essential importance to look back 
pon this matter, to examine into the ques- 
tion of what we had really to trust to, in this 
‘mass of 450,000 men; to see what was this 
great body, who are now the grand mass of 
the army of England. I am persuaded, that 
‘A great portion of this mass is such as could 
‘not be depended upon for effective strength. 
They were too indiscriminately accepted by 
verament ; persons of all ages and of all 
Be iptions; without regard to infirmity or 
soy unfitness, among whom were many who 
‘were not able to march, were received as 
volunteers. There certainly was a great 
enthusiasm, and all descriptions rushed for- 
ward as volunteers; this, undoubtedly, did 
honour to the zeal of the country, but it 
jhust not be disguised at the same time, that, 
‘among those who came forward, there were 
many who were quite incompetent to the 
‘Gatrying of arms: in some instances not 
above one-half of a whole district were ac- 
‘tually fit for effective service. Then came 
the order of government to reduce their num- 
ber to. that of six times the amount of the 
Militia. This sudden measure had a serious 
and alarming effect ; it damped the ardour 
ofthe country so much, that it became a 
Matter of considerable difficulty to bring 
Hen back again, and_to persuade them to 
intol their names when they found that their 
‘fiends, with whom they had associated, 
Were nat to be allowed to go with them into 
the field. Now, after all this, and time 
being given us by the enemy, for he did not 
Appear on our coast, although we all expect- 
‘Mhim, an explanation came forth from the 
‘Wihisters, the spirit of the people: revived, 
‘id appeared again in its wonted lustre. 
Now, what was-the intention of ministers at 
‘Mhit time? Did they or did they not then 
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army of reserve? No, they did not; and so 
I informed the volunteers then raising, and 
which Ff have now the honour to command ; 
and, to their immortal honour, every man 
entered as a volunteer, although he thought 
he would have been liable to the service of the 
army of reserve. I told them all, that there 
was not one of them who would have any 
exemptions by entering as a volunteer, yet 
every one of them entered, notwithstanding 
that apprehension. But what was the effect 
of this? they were afterwards exempted both 
from the militia and the army of reserve. And 
what was the further effect? Why, that neither 
the militia nor army of reserve could ever be 
properly filled up; it was utterly impossible 
that they should, for all the best men are serv- 
ing already in the volinteers, as well as some 
of the most unfit; and I know it to be a*fact, 
that there are not men who could be drawn 
to serve in the militia to the number intended 
to be raised of that body ; the same may also 
be said with regard to the army of reserve. 
How then is the recruiting of the army to go 
on? J have no difficulty in saying, that, in 
the present state of things, it is impossible. 
Those who would have constituted the army 
of reserve and militia; are now filling up the 
ranks of the volunteers, Scch being the 
effect of the volunteer system; and so, the 
best course now to be taken is, that to make 
the volunteer system as beneficial, and at the 
same time as palatable to the public as pos- 
sible, and to bring them to as a good a state 
of discipline asis-applicable to a force of that 
nature. Ministers then had recourse to the 
opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor Gene- 
ral, in order to get over another difficulty 
which they felt themselves under, and these 
learned gentlemen gave it as their opinion, 
that the volunteers were exempted from the 
army of reserve; after which came the ques } 
tion whether a volunteer could resign or 
not? Sir, it always wasemy opinion, that 
a volunteer could resign whenever he pleased, 
and return his arms, if hehad any (it was a 
long time before they could get any) bat | 
while a man remained in the corps there 
were-means of-rendering him liable to pay 
fines for his non-attendance, and which fines 
were levied upon his goods if he had any. 
But here again the law stopt short, for 
if he had no goods, there was po way 
of imposing any other penalty on the vo- 
lunteer, so that a man might welk out 
of the service when he pleased. But the 
right hon, gent. has, to my great surprise 
and joy declared, that if the Court of King’s 


| Bench had not decided the law to be that~a 


volunteer could resign ‘as it has ‘done’ he 
sheuld have propo-ed to make she law so 3 
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now, I must confess that this struck me ex- 
tremely, for it is to be remembered, that the 
right hon. geat. sent to all the lieutenants of. 
‘the coanties, who, in their turn again sent 
to all the magistrates, as the exposition of the 
law, the opinion of the two' law officers of 
the crown, the Attorney and Solicitor Ge. 
peral, and upon thé streugth of this, ma- 
gistrates had acted all: over the country, 
which opinion was, that a volunteér could 
not resign, and which opinion turned oat not 
to be law. Without intending the least dis 
respect for the two learned gentlemen who 
gave their opinion, this erronesus opinion, 
‘for.so | am now bound to call it, since a 
court of law has pronounced it to be so, and 
without intending any thing disrespectful of 
that opinion, I must.be allowed to say, that 
it was an opinion which led the magistrates 


into error, for they acted upon that opinion - 


as if it wasa sound exposition of the law of 
the land.—Sorry should } have been, to have 
found that this opinion was. consonant to 
the law of the land; but I was very much 
surprized, though greatly rejoiced, at what 
I heard from the right hon. gent. to night 
upon that subject, and I think that the pub- 
lic at large have aright to complain of -the 
right hon, gent. for finding this opinion 
given by these learned gentlemen, which 
how appears not to be law to be, namely, 
. that a volunteer could not resign. The 
right hon. gent. caused-it to be most indus- 
triously circulated and published all over the 
country,. by which the public have for a 
while been misled, and this step was the 
more remarkable, since it was an opinion 
promulgating that as law which the right 
hon, gent. has this night told us, he did not 
wish to continue to be the law, for he has 
expressly declared, that if the law had been 
found to be so, he should bave proposed to 
alter it, and to make it what it now is. Hav- 
ing said thus much, I must add, that I feel 
extremely ‘anxious that justice should be 
done to the volunteers in. every particular. 
With regard to that part of the volunteer 
system which is called the economical part 
of it, they are greatly mistaken who conceive 
it to be sotothe public, Wao are the pub- 
lic? The individuals of whom it is com- 
posed. Now it isa gross mistake to suppose, 
that a system by which no money is taken, 
out of the public purse in form, does not 
really cause a great expense to the public. 
The expense to the public .as the same in 
whatever way it is defrayed, if it comes out 
_of the pockets of the individuals, of whom 
the public is composed ; for what difference 
can there be between paying 50}. into a 
subscription chest to support a volunteer 
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‘corps, (which subscription, by the way, 


ere long become compulsory), and paying: 
tax to that amount into the exchequer) 
And, in this respect, I assert that this system 
is extremely expensive to the public, for, a 
a very moderate computation, it is upwards 
of 4]. per man.—Anothér objection to the 


system is, that, from their form and condi. 


tion, the volunteer corps are continually sub. 
ject to, and in daily danger of, being dig 
solved : not that the individuals of whom 
the volunteer corps are composed want spirit, 
for if dissolved in one street, Lam confident 
they would enter. again in the next; byt 
they are subject every hour to the danger of 
dissolution. Suppose they were to say, that 
they-did not like their commander, and that 
they wanted to chuse another, and they wer 
not to be allowed that privilege, and that 
they should net have the satisfaction even of 
recommending another officer, asthe ri 
hon, gent. has told them they shall not, and 
they were to say they were no longer volun 
teers? What, Sir, is the remedy? A vey 
short one, certainly ; they must be dismissed, 
But, if they amounted to 1000 men—this 
would be a prodigious loss, at least{for a while, 
and this is a matter which I wish to be 
attended to by his Majesty's ministers.— 
—There is another evil connected with 
volunteer corps, from whence I ain appre 
hensive they may be dissolved, and that iga 
want of funds to carry on the system, This 
is a point which government must look 
into with great attention, and if they neglect 
it, I venture to predict, that it will beim 
possible to carry on this system long. ‘There 
is no corps of which I have any knowledge, 
that is not in some degree or other in debt 
Many carps have endeavoured to excel othet. 
in their dress and ornaments, which I eet 
tainly do not’ blame. It is natural enough 
when men feel the ardour of a military spit 
bat it is attended with an expense that ca 
not be supported unless the funds of alimott 
every corps in the kingdom are increased— 
Men must be cloathed from head to foot, 
and after a great coat and the other article 
of dress are provided, it will not, on the 
most moderate computation, as I have sald, 
already, amount to less than 41. per mal, 
which will be a tremendous sum ‘of money 
in the whole. Now, Sir, what is the te 
medy ?—A second subscription : but thats 
a plan which | should strongly deprecate,! 
the’ mischief of it would be to collect from 
the liberal, and perhaps the -poor, that 10 
which the illiberal and rch ought also 
contribute in a fair prorortion. , Nos 
thing could take place if the wants of 
volunteers were to be supplied from the ts 
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tional treasury. For these reasons, ‘I con- 
jider the plan now acted upon for providing 
the volunteers with necessaries, a very mis- 
taken plan of economy.—There is another 
point to be attended to : at present, it is the 
pile to allow no pay to any officer whovjn- 
sirncts the men, ‘however well! he may do it, 
or may have had the unqualified praise of the 
inspecting officer, unless such person shall 
have been in the army; this is a defect 
which ought to be remedied, for men can- 
pot be expected to give their time and la- 
pour for nothing but mere praise; men in 
middling circumstances cannot afford it.’ It 
is also worth while for ministers to remem- 
per, that the pay cf these officers is only for 
90 days, and now they are to be out 24 
days; the additional 4 days ought to be paid 
for, or we shall find many persons remiss in 
their duty. I have taken the liberty of 
pointing out these things. I fear it will be 
found, that ministers have been getting from 
one error to another, and that they have now 
placed the country in a situation in which 
ithas no choice, bat must trust its main de- 
fence to the volunteer force ; it, therefore, 
behoves them to render that system as little 
dbjectionable as possible. In my judgment, 
the augmentation of the militia has been 
carried on a little too. much; and I am 
confirmed in this opinion by the conduct of 
Ministers, by the enormous expense which 
has been occasioned in drawing men from 
the militia afterwards by bounty into the re- 
gular service, and also by the expense of 
raising the Army of Reserve, and at last be- 
ing obliged to have recourse to the volunteer 
system, which is much more expensive than 
either. {t is for the right hon. gentlemen, 
into whose hands his Majesty has thought 
proper to entrust the government of this na- 
tion at the present important moment, to con- 
tider the best means for providing for its ge- 
neral defence and safety : it is for members 
of Parliament to speak their sentiments upon 
sch means, and to shew the House the im- 
perfection of such means, in order to bring 
them to the best state they are capable of. 
This is a liberty which I have taken to my- 
self: it is not for me to point out what is 
better, it is my duty, as a member of Parlia- 
ment, to shew to the House, what appears to 
me to be erroneous in the conduct of mini- 
slers, and which they ought now to rectify. 
Tshall only add, that I trust the right hon. 
gent, will consider of allowing volunteers 
the practice of recommending their officers 
to the crown ; ‘will consider also of the ex- 
Pense of providing cloathing for the volun- 
Weer, and the pay to which I have alladed, 
‘Sd of the difficulty of procuring the at- 


ve 


PARL. DEBATES, Fes, 8. Volunteer Consolidation Bill, 





t 


£105§ 


tendance of officers who do not receive pay 
for the additional four days, now about to 
be proposed, without some allowance. Hete, 
Sir, for the present, I shall leave the sub- 
ject, recommending the whole of it to the 
most serious consideration of his Majesty's 
government, » 
Mr. Windbam remarked on the conduct 
of an hon. gent. (Mr. Sheridan) who Had 
gone before him, who, having begun by 
professing his agreement with the proposal 
made by the right hon, secretary, that there 
should be no discussion that night, had im- 
mediately proceeded to take a part in direct 
opposition tothe agreement thus professed, 
—This, as usual, had led to further devia- 
tions, till, step by step, the debate had pro- 
ceeded, not only into the details of the mea- 
sure, but into questions of the constitution 
of particular corps.—His purpose in rising, 
was to call to the recollection of the House, 
the proposal which he had just alluded to, to 
which he meant to adhere himself, and 
which he conceived the House would think 
it, upon the whole, most advisable to adopt. 
—It was not that in opening the present ba- 
sifiess, the right hon secretary had not gone 
into a variety of topics, which he should be 
very glad to remark upon, and which he 
could not possibly pass over in silence, were 
silence to be construed as acquiescence. He 
begged to have it distinctly anderstood, that 
he was'silent for the reasons’ only that he 
had given ; namely, that he concurred in the 
recommendation of the hon. mover, and 
would reserve what he had to say to subse- 
quent stages of the proceeding. Some of the 
topics of the right hon. gentleman were to be 
sure, of a sort on which it did not seem that 
there was much to be said. When the right 
hon. gentleman laid down his laws of debat- 
ing, having in view, he supposed, the well- 
known laws of philosophising, and declared 
that they were to proceed without heat, to 
abstain from every thing violent, to consi- 
der every thing with coolness and impar- 
tiality, &c. &c.; and when, in like mapiner, 
he talked of those, who were enemies to the 
volunteers only because they were at the same 
time enemies to the constitution in church 
and state, he was at a loss to know what 
to say, because he did not very wei! know, 
what the observations meant, nor against 
whom they were intended to point. His 
history of the volunteer system, with its de- 
scent and progress from the time of the 
last administration to the present day, in- 
asmuch, as it was a mere history, and, 


he supposed, a correct one, was as little a 


subjeet on which hehad any thing to remark, 
Asto the legal discussions, he should cers 
* —E . 
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tainly abstain from, them, not only for the 
zeneral reason already given, but because 
it; would, be ungenerous. to attack the right 
hon, gent., where he seemed already to have 
$0. many enemies upon his hands ; the whole 
of his speech in that part being a sort of 
conflict with three powerful antagonists, viz. 
the Law Officers of the Crown, the Court of 
King’s Bench, -and his own bill : with all of 
whom he was keeping up a kind of running 
fight, much like that which gentlemen 
might have read in the last gazette, though 
not so glorious he- feared, nor likely to ter- 
Minate quite so successfully.—The: defects 
which the right.hon.gent dwelt upon, and 
which he deseribed as inherent in the sys- 
tem, and incapable of being cured, were 
urged, he presumed, for the purpose of re- 
conciling those. by whom the. system had 
been originally. opposed.—These topics, he 
skould content himself with having adverted 
to, without at present making them the sub- 
ject;of any discussion. As little would he 
introduce discussion in what further he. had 
to say. But he must trouble the House 
for a few moments longer, partly to give 
vent to his surprise,—a surprise not excited 
by what the bill contained, but by what it 
did not, contain,—and for the further and 
more important purpose of putting it seri- 
ously to the right hon. gent. whether he 
conceived, that by a bill such as the present, 
by such a scrap and remnant of a measure 
_ {for so he must call it), he,could hope. to 
micet the public exigency, or appease that 
gort_ of craving expectation, which the na- 
tion felt, of something really substantial and 
solid, to relieve it in its present difficulties ? 
He earnestly hoped, that before the measure 
' should be finally settled, the right hon. gent, 
would impress upon his mind a more just 
idea of the situation of the country; and of 
the magnitude of the object requiring. to 
be provided for: that, he would convince 
himself, that it. was,not the mere incon- 
venience arising from mistakes and am- 
Diguities in the volunteer bills, (plentiful as 
they might be) and which an emendatory or 
explanatory act might set right, but a fun- 
damental failure in an ,important part of the 
system ; that one of the. main pillars of our 
security was in danger of giving way; that 
_ part of the building seemed to be actually 
‘falling in; that four-fifths of the national 
. defence,-—four-fifths in extent at least, if not 
in substance,——was found to have been raised 
on so loose a foundation, to,.be composed of 
guch improper materials, ‘and to be so un- 
skilfully put together, that, at, least a very 
dangerous settlement had taken place, and 


that no one could say, whether in’a few 
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months, or even a few weeks, the who 
might not become a heap of ruins, Dj 
the right hon. gent. really suppose, that jg 
such a state of things, the expectation of 
country could be satisfied, or its safety proe 
vided for, by a measure such as the present; 
and that by sticking in a few bricks here and 
there, by proping the building in one pan 
and cramping it in another, he could 
this mansion into tenantab'e repair, ‘so ay 
either to induce the inhabitants to 
in it, or to make it safe for those who live 
in the neighbourhood ?—He would notdwel} 
even upon this topic at. the present moment, 
but, leaving to;the right hon. gent. to} 
of the value of the suggestion which be. 
could not.forbear to offer, though with 
no great hopes of its producing avy effect, he 
would take the liberty of urging to. the 
House, what he was sure would be urged 
with effect, namely, that they should: ayai 
themselves of all that inquiry and consider, 
ation could do in the intermediate time, ig 
order to come to the discussion of this ques 
tion, prepared at once with just views of 
its magnitude, as well as of its importance, 

Colonel Eyre.—Sir; whatever inclination 
I may have to express myself at {length o 
this subject, I shall, on the present occasion, 
adhere to the recommendation given. in the 
outset to abstain from discussion. .. Lhave 
listened with the most sincere satisfaction to 
the speech of the right hon. Secretary. | 
highly approve the plan he has brought for 
ward, which I hope will be the meangof 
bringing to perfection the volunteer system, 
and of correcting those imperfections which 
are necessarily incident to a measure so yait, 
new, and unusual, and that overstraim 
ed discipline to which, from the urgency of 
the times, the volunteers were expected 0 
conform. Iam, Sir, a warm friend tothe 
volunteer system, which I think better cab 
culated than any other to effect the securily 
of the country, at the least possible expens¢; 
and instead. of exhibiting that shattered 
mansion of which we have just heard, Lam 
confident, that, with proper support, it wil 
form such a bulwark, as to render the coum 
try capable of setting every attack at de 
fiance. 

Sir John Wrottesley rose to advert to, om 
particular point in the speech of the right 
hon. Secretary, that for authorizing thed® 
puty lieutenants of counties, to make the 
quarters for the militia and army. of resemv 
heavier in the districts which had not raised 
a certain proportion of volunteers, “This wa. 
a point not to be considered lightly, and Pat 
liamentshould .pause before it came som) 
general resoluticp upon it; so should tht 





— Se 


BR2ie Fea =. 


Beaeszse 


“thero and north-western districts, 


wat 


“yight hon. gent. before he proposed any ge- 
“yeral measure, In the county to which he 
felonged (Stafford), the volunteer service 
was at present nearly confined to the nor- 
The in- 
pabitants of the southern and south-western 
districts, were not deficient in zeal or una- 


fimity ; he did not know a man among. 


them, who was not ready to come forward, 
without requiring any exemption. They had 
made their offers in due time, and if those 
‘offers were not attended to, he thought 
those who made them were not to be consi- 
dered as having been deficient ; and, there- 
fore, the House should be cautious of comiig 
toany resolution, which would involve them, 
of persons in similar circumstances, 

~ Mr. Secretary Yorke rose to reply to some 
observations which had been offered in dis- 


approbation of the principle proposed by his 
bil 


], But first, in answer to what had fallen 
from the hon. baronet, he said, government, 
jn the distribution of the volunteer armed 
force, had acted as the exigencies of the 
public service seemed to require, or as lacal 
circumstances rendered necessary. With 
fespect to the condition upon which an hon. 
gent. opposite to him (Mr. Whitbread) had 
stated the volunteers, generally, to have offer- 
ed their services, namely, that of having 
the privilege continually of electing their 
own officers, he denied that such a princi- 
ple ever was recognized by. government. 
t-was possible that the lord-lieutenants 
of counties, to whom such offers of ser- 
vice were first tendered, might not always 
transmit the tenders to his Majesty's Se- 
cretary of State, in the precise words in 
which such tenders were originally made ; 
but certainly, since he had the honour 
of coming into an official department of 
his Maiesty’s government, he had no re- 
collection of any offer made or accepted upon 
any such principle. There had come, from 
many populous towns and districts, tenders 
ofservice upon the principle of chusing and 
recommending their own officers ; but go- 
vernment, without a breach of the military 


‘Principle, could dono more than connive at 


‘the custom, which though they might have 
done it, was. never meant as an ackowledg- 


‘Meat of that as a general principle which 
Was contrary to the spirit of military law : 


‘Md certainly, since he had the honour of 


. ailing a situation in the military department 
administration, he knew of no offers of 


Wice accepted upon such conditions as 
‘of continuing to eléct their officers, 
t the formation of the corps was first 
letéd. ‘The distinction to be taken be- 
the first agreement amongst the mem- 
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bers of a corps to associate for the purpose 
of offering their service in the public de- 
fence, and recommending, from amongst 
their number, the persons whom they wished 
to be officers, to be approved by his Majesty, 
aud the situation of that corps after it was 
completed and acknowledged as a military 
corps, was pretty obvious ; and indeed, from 
the very nature of military service, it was 
impossible that government could aceede to 
such a priociple with any corps. as the per- 
manent right of electing their officers.— 
Suppose, for instance, in case of actual ser- 
vice io the field, a body of volunteers going 
into action beside any other troops of the 
line, or militia, and that any- of their offi- 
cers should be killed in action; was that 
corps, the moment the action - was over, to 
proceed to the election of officers from 
amongst themselves’ to fill up the vacancy, 
without appealing to the judgment of a 
commander in chief? He by no means 
meant to deny their right of reco nmending 
persons whom they conceived eligible for 
officers ; but there was a material difference 
between the right of recommending, and 
that of electing. By denying the later, it 
was by no means to be implied, that officers 
were to be forced upon those corps without 
in any degree consulting their wishes and 
attachments. It was not te be presumed, 
that in recommending persons as eligible for 
officers in such corps; the lord-lieute- 
nant of a county would give such recom- 
mendation without consulting the com- 
manding officer of such corps, and exercising 
his own judgment in chusing such a person 
as was most |:kely to bear their confidence 
and “attachment. The hon. member had 
argued as if the right of permanently elect- 
ing their officers was the general idea of all 
the volunteer corps ; whereas, from the best 
information he could collect on the subject, 
no such idea was generally entertained. But 
if it was possible, that any such notion had 
generally gone forth, or even that such a 
principle did really exist, was it to be argued, 
that if such a principle was found to be in- 
expedient and injurious to the objects of 
public service, that Parliamient was to have 
no privilege of revising the volunteer system, 
and making such amendments as obvious 
necessity should point out, without incur- 
ring the charge of breaking faith with the 
volunteers? He trusted, that nothing 
which he had urged in support of the ne- 
cessity of such amendments, could be con- 
strued to convey the slightest imputation 
upon that gallant and patriotic body of men ; 
ce worl ue could not be called a 
each o i 
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of every volunteer, who disliked the con- 
tinuance of his services, under the new re- 
gulation, to withdraw himself. from _bis 
corps; recollecting, however, at the same 
time, that, by such resignation, he surrender- 
ed all claims of exemption from the ballot 

~ for other branches of the public force to 
which he became entitled under this first re- 
gulation, Another point adverted to in the 
bill, was the increase proposed in the num- 
ber of days’ service, from 20 days to 24 
days : but this he thought could make no 
very thaterial difference to individuals. 

Mr. Whitbread rose to explain. He said, 
that what he called abreach of faith, was, that 
after putting men to considerable expense 
and ttouble in acquiring discipline, under 
certain acknowledged principles, by which 
they were'taoght to consider themselves 
exempt from the militia and army of reserve, 
a hew principle is brought forward, to 
which, unless they think fit to accede, their 
former exertions go for nothing, and their 
exemptions are forfeited. If the right hon. 
gent. denied the right of volunteer corps to 
elect from amongst themselves the persons 
whom they should approve for their officers, 
he begged to know, how it was that the 
London and Westminster Light Horse con- 
tinued ‘to this day to exercise that privilege : 
for surely if it was the right of one volunteer 
corps it was equally that of another. 

Mr. Secretary Yerke answered, that the 
principle upon which that corps was con- 
stituted, differed most materially from every 
‘other’ in the service. They were a much 
older corps than any oiher, and the principle 
of electing and recommending their own 
officers, was a compact agreed to by his 

Majesty, upon their formation, ‘They had 
beside another privilege peculiar to them, 
‘that their appointments came, not through 
the lord licutenant of the county, but direct 
from the Secretary of State. So Jong as his 
Majesty should think it expedient to continue 
the services of this corps, his Majesty would, 
‘no doubt, maintain towards them the terms 
of their original constitution ; but certainly 
no such principle was implied or understood 
by governmevt in respect to the volunteer 
‘corps in general, as now formed. 
_ Mr. Whitbread replied, that though, ac- 
‘cording to the argument of the right hon. 
gent., the crown had the privilege of re- 
“jecting the claims of the volunteers to chuse, 
“their own officers, he hoped its ministers 
“would have the wisdom to advise the crown 
“not to exert it. “He was sorry to. see the 
‘fight hon, secretary treat the matter so 
"lightly. He cobjured ministers seriously and, 
‘egutiously’to pause, “before they ventured to 
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precipitate a measure which, at such a cry 
as the present, might be productive of the 
most mischievous consequences, oh 
Mr, Sturges rose, and expressed some ap, 
prises, that the Right Hon. Secretary of 
State, in speaking of the constitution ang 
privilege of the London and Westminster 
Light Horse, on account of their long sep 
vices, had made no mention of another 
spectable corps, which he conceived no leg 
entitled to consideration for its early, long 
and active setvices, alluding, we presume, 
to the Bloomsbury and Inns of Court corp 
of which the hon. and learned gent, is g 
member. He cou!d not avoid expressing, 
in coincidence witha right hon. gent, op 
the other side of the House (Mr. Wink 
ham), his surprise and astonishment, not 
at what the right hon. secretary had this 
night expressed, but at his omission to hayg 
expressed much more upon a topic of such 
vital importance to the country. Upona 
subject, in which the whole nation was % 
deeply interested, the mind of the metropo. 
lis, and of the country at large, had been 
bent with anxious expectation to the mex 
sure proposed to have been this night ex 
plained by the right hon. gent. ; a measure 
which was expe.ted, as it was proposed, to 
remedy all the defects, and amend all the 


errors, which had crept into the volunteer. 


system, and excited so much disputation and 
apimosity throughout the country. But 
what did this great measure amount to, now 
that it was explained ? Merely to a change 


‘in the number of days of public exercise 


necessary to exemption, to a declaration that 
the corps have no longer a right to elect 
their own officers, and to a recognition of 
the right ‘of ‘resignation. He could not but 
agree with the hon. member opposite to him 
(Mr. Whitbread), that sach an alteration 
in the volunteer system certainly amounted 
to a breach of faith, and that such a change 
in the number of days necessary to the v0 
lunteer’s exemption was a most material dee 
parture from the original condition of set 
vice; nevertheless, he was ready to ate 
knowledge it was an alteration necessary 0 
the exigencies of our situation. He 
hope, that his Majesty’s ministers 


have taken a lesson from the deprecable cone 


sequences which had already flowed from 
the errors and imperfections of the volunteet 


system, as formed by them, and would have 


resorted to the wisdom of that House fond 
complete revision of the system, in orden@ 
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a complete and effectual amendment of al the : 


its defects. and errors, instead of tamperiig | 


with temporary experiments, which wo 


oply expose the system to new difficult | 
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‘4nd to the necessity of resorting, again and 
qin, to the legislature, for new alterations 
“gpd amendments; to the production of new 
sputes and discontents. He did hope, that 
jn proposing an effectual amendment tothe 
emors, of a system upon which the security 
gnd-existence of the conntry so principally 
ended, the proposition would have been 
pmitted originally to a Committee of the 
whole House, in order that it might have 
the advantage of suggestions from gentle- 
men of great talents on both sides of the 
» many of whom had much experi- 
ence in the volunteer service. and had spent 
the greater part of their lives in the army. 
Ameasure thus originated would come for- 
watd in a form much more perfect and satis- 
factory, than that which this n‘ght was pro- 
posed by the minister ; and would have been 
much more likely to remedy all errors and 
defects, and prevent all future cavillings, 
than one brought forward in so crude a form, 
without the advantages of such a consulta- 
tion. He concluded by pressing on the 
wisdom and prudence of the House, the 
necessity of a iull deliberation upon a mea- 
sure of so much importance, and of reader- 
ing it, once for all, so complete, as to ob- 
vite, as far as possible, ail probable neces- 
aly for further alteration or amendment, 
The ditorney-General, in answer to the 
observations of his learned friend behind 
him (Mr. Sturges), observed, that it was 
the duty of government to bring forward 
sich plans and projects of measures, as they 
deemed advisable for the public service. 
There was every opportunity for discussion, 
amendment, and improvement, in the sub- 
sequent stages. He had also to advert to 
another point laid ddwn by his learned 
friend, who carried the idea of breach of 
faith to far greater length than it had been 
eatried before. In his opinion, the power of 
Iesigning put a bar to all possibility of breach 
of faith. . It never could have been meant, 
@ understood, that government should be 
bound up by the original terms of the first 
volunteer acts ; and when the right of resig- 
nation was recognized and established, Par- 
lament had a right to make every alteration 
_ that was deemed just and proper.—With re- 
Spect to the opinion which he had - given, 
4mi which had been determined, on the 
lighest authority, to be erroneous, he did 
Mt wish to say any thing. That opinion 
Winow nothing, any farther than it regard- 


him; and he was far from thinking, that 
‘Me attention of the House would be well. 
mxen.up by any thing that concerned so 
mmble an individual. But to those who 

bd surprize that such ap opinion 
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could have been entertained, he could not 
help observing, that they should consider 
what the nature of the volunteer contract 
was. He wished to ask them the question, 
whether a volunteer entered into any en- 


, gagement or not? He would ask, whether 


there was not an engagement to come for- 
ward, and to be ready in case.of invasion ; 
and was every man who entered into this 
engagement to be free from it till invasion 
came? It was very strange that an obligation 
which became so absolute and peremptory 
as that was, should make no provision for 
the person being forth coming on whom the 
obligation was to fall. But it was idle -to 
engage the House in defending an opinion 
which was nothing more than a mere con- 
jecture, more or Jess founded on rational 
grounds, of what the decision of the judges 
wonld be. The decision of the judges in 
this instance had declared his opinion wrong, 
and he should not now have adverted to it 
but for the notice that some gentlemen had 
taken of it, and lest he should be deemed 
shy, because he had been wrong. He again 
noticed the mischievous tendency of the idea 
that every alteration in the volunteer duties 
was a breach of faith. 

Mr. Sturges, in explanation, said, he never 
meant to assert that government should can- 
vass the opinion of the House before they 
brought forward any plan. What he meant 
was, that the House should do in this case 
as it had in most others of like importance, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the whole 
House, where the subject might be more 
fully discussed, and government bring for- 
ward their present plans in the shape of re- 
solutions, 

Mr. 7. Grenville rose, not to debate at 
large the whole of the proposed bill in de- 
tail, as there would be many opportunities 
for doing that in the course of its subse- 
quent stages, but to abide by the injanction 
of the right hon. Secretary on the opening 
of his proposition, by receiving from him 
calmly the explanation he had to give, and 
deferring debate upon the subject to a future 
opportunity; he could not, however, leave 
that House without expressing his surprize 
and astonishment, in common with his right 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham), at the expla- 
nation he had given. He coincided in the 
judicious suggestion of the learned gent. an- 
der the gallery (Mr. Sturges), notwithstand- 
ing the manner in which his opinion had 
been attacked by the Attorney General, and 
from which it would seem almost criminal 
to call in question the consummate wisdom 
of his Majesty's ministers, upon a subject on 
which they had already displayed so much 
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versatility of opinions and conduct. He 
could not, however, see the criminality of 
Stiggesting to his Majesty's ministers, the 
“propriety of an appeal to the united wisdom 
of that House, upon bringing forward a 
question of such vital importance, instead of 
coming forward with one so utterly and to- 
tally inadequate to the object proposed. It 
‘was not his intention to have said so mueh in 
‘the present stage of the business; but his ob- 
ject in rising was to defend the right and ne- 
cessity of appeal to a committee of the whole 
House, upon a measure of so much impor- 
tance; and for the suggestion of which so 
miuch censure had been thrown upon the 
hon. and learned gent. He should not now 
argue, whether or not the dismissal of a 
corps for asserting the right of electing their 
officers, was or was not a breach of faith on 
the part of government; but he sincerely 
recommended to his Majesty’s ministers, 
before they brought forward the question 
for ultimate discussion, to make up their 
minds, and learn to agree with each other 
upon the point, for this night they seemed 
at variance. The right hon. Secretary as- 
_ serted that the right of electing officers 
never was possessed by the volunteers, and 
that the denial of right was no breach of 
faith. The noble lord (Castlereagh) ar- 
gued as if it was a breach of faith; for 
though he stated such a claim to be a viola- 
tion of the military principle,and so faragreed 
with his rizht hon, colleague, yet much as he 
admired and loved that principle, he thought 
it good in some cases only to be departed 
from; for he insisted, that the Crown should 
most tenaciously keep faith with the volun- 
teers upon this point. The right hon. Sec: 
of State asserted the right of the Crown to 
dismiss any corps asserting such a privilege; 
_and thé noble lord, while he admitted the 
right of the Crown, insisted upon the ne- 
cessity of relaxing it in this case. Upon 
which of those was the House to rest their 
confidence? or how was the House to ac- 
cept a proposition, as adequate to its pur- 
poses, upon which his Majesty’s ministers, 


“sitting in council by each other, could not. 


agree? : 

Lord Castlereagh, in explanation, denied 
that he had offered the arguments’ imputed 
to him. by the right hon. gent. ; or that any 
thing he had said in the course of debate 
was at variance with the arguments of his 
right hon. friend the Sectretary of State, or 
his learned friend the Attorney General. 
‘What he had said was, that if there was any 
particular corps constituted -with the particu- 
Jar privilege of electing its own officers, by 
special compact with the Crown, so long as 
that corps was allowed fo continue’ in ex- 
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istence, the Crown was bound to keep fait, 
with it scrupulously, upon the terms gy 
conditions of their original constitution; 
he by no means denied the privilege of iy 
crown to dismiss that corps whenever it 
should be deemed expedient to discohting 
its services. * “a 
Mr. Hobbouse declared he should not har 
been actuated, by any particular motive 4 
press himself upon the attention of” th 
House, were it not for the observations of 
the hon. and learned gentleman under th 
gallery, who professed himself so very 2¢ 
lous an advocate for referring the bill pro 
posed by his right hon. friend below him, 
to the consideration of a Committee of the 
whole House. He would ask that’ hon, ani 
learned gentleman, what were the ven 
strong and imperious reasons which rendep. 
ed the measure he recommended so yen 
necessary ? Was it not in the recollection 
of every man who heard him, that when the 
bills passed the House, the consolidation and 
amendment of which was the object of the 
proposed act, no objection whatever had 
been started to them in their rise, progress, 
and conclusion, because they had not orig) 
nated in a Committee of the whole House? 
The former bills respecting the formation 
and regulation of volunteer corps, were wis 
questionably of the highest importance, and 
yet in no single instance did it occur, that 
they had been opposed on the ground of ther 
not having been previously submitted to and 
framed by a Committee of the whole House, 
He trusted, therefore, that the arguinett 
advanced by the hon. and learned gentleman 
would be found inapplicable’ to the question 
under discussion. Several gentlemen had 
with great earnestness expressed their asto- 
nishment and surprize, not at what had 
fallen from his right hon. friend who-opentd 
the business that evening, but at what had 
not fallen from him; not at what had been 
done, but at what had not been done inthe 
arrangements which were submitted to tht 
consideration of the House. Now he mai, 
in his turn, express his surprize and astonisil 
ment that although these gentlemen were 
very eager to discover and point ip 
which appeared to their minds deficient 
of considerable importance, they never ug’ 
improvements which might tend to the ame 
lioration of the volunteer system © iq 
were, indeed, extremely ready to detect & 
rors and faults, but they suggested no valtért 


tion, and advised no plan of their own 


ing. The only fair conclusion that could® 
drawn from their speeches was, that 
thought theniselves the only fit persomy 
save the country in the present emeél 
They asserted, in bold and. con 
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“guage, that the building of the state was | 


tolering to its ruin, but they furnished no 
bat 5 nor assistance to keep it. from 

ing. _ When he witnessed inconsistencies 
of that nature, he could not avoid making 
some remarks upod them; and he trusted 
that under every point of view, the bill 
which was the object of his right hon, 
friend's motion, would be found perfectly 
aiapted to give strength and efficiency to 
the volunteer force of the couatry. 


Mr. Grenville rose to explain. . He ob- 
served, that it was unnecessary for him to 


make any answer to the charge of inconsis- 
tency, which had been preferred against him 
bytbe hon. gent. who spoke last; but he 
merely. wished to set him right relative to 
the.question of referring the consideration 
of the bill toa whole House. He had, he 
begged leave to state, never recommended 
that this business should be again commen- 
cedin the Committee ; but he oertainly had 
expressed his concern that it had not, origi- 
pated ina Committee of the whole House, 
in which the right hon. gent. who brought 
it forward, and his colleagues in office, 
might have derived essential advantages from 
the talents, information, and experience, of 
allthe members, 

Dr. Laurence rose to vindicate his right 
hon. friends from the imputations which 
had been thrown on them. He observed, 
that when gentlemen had expressed their 
surprise, it was only what might very natu- 
tally be expected on a view of the various 
shanges which had. taken place in the 


Minds of his Majesty's ministers, * If, how- 


ever, the observation of an hon, gent. op- 
posite (Mr, Hobhouse) was correct, as to 
the desire of getting the places of ministers 
being the principal stimulus to an epposi- 


' ion to their measures, it must be fairly in- 


ferred that, as that hon. gent. had for so 
many years regularly opposed the measures 
of his Majesty’s ministers, that his only view 
was to get on that Bench on which he now 
tits.. There was one point to which he wish- 
edtoadvert, and he considered it of no 
small importance—the present measure had 

en represented as calculated to remove 
all. possible evils; yet the right hon. Sec, 
Tad described it “as the. Jeast..of two 
evils. “The right hon. Secretary had 
allowed that it was impossible to aug- 
ihent the regular army or the militia ; . and, 
therefore, ofghe two evils, was inclined. te 
choose. the least. ‘The system, he contend- 
qd; had many radical defects, which it 


Mould be necessary to remove before ‘it 


could he rendered {efficient to its object. 
bill: proposed to be introduced ‘was in- 
tended to-cousalidate three Acts of last ses- 





froyo 


sion, It, however, appeared to him likely 
to produce no effect, but in the appointe. 
ment of officers, the conduct of committees, 
and the recognition of that for law which 
the decision of the Court of King’s Bench 
had already ascertained to be the law. The 
learned gent. here adverted with consider- 
able delicacy to the opinion of the Attor> 
ney General, He contended that his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers were bound to consult the 
wisdom of the House in the first instance, 
This. was the stage in which every effort 
ought to be made to render the measure as 
complete as possible, They were particu- 
larly called on in the critical situation of the 
country to deliberate with wisdom and dis- 
cretion, to-square, shape, and, model the 
measure in the outset, so as to render it 
adequate to the impoitant national objects 
to which it was to be directed. He wished 
to press on the House the necessity of ma- 
ture deliberation, and not to suffer a mea- 
sure, of the last consequence to the security 
and-defence of the country, to slide in, 
as a little bill, unheeded and undiscussed. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke informed the learn- 
ed member that he had never stated the 
impossibility of increasing the regular army, 
In the present situation of the country, and 
of the army, he was of opinion that it could 
not be carried to a greater extent than. it 
had already reached, though, under certain 
regulations, he thought it might. The mi- 
litia he had certainly considered as incapa- ~ 
ble of being further augmented; and, from 
the situation of France, and of the Conti- 
nent, it appeared to him unavoidable to 
provide a considerably greater military force 
than either the regular army, or the militia, 
or both, constituted. ‘ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—Sir; I 
shall detain the House but a few moments, 
before it comes to.a decision on the ques- 
tion under consideration. . In a discussion 
of some hours length, I have heard no. ob- 
jection urgel against the motion of my 
right hon, friend, but that. it ought to have 
been submitted to 2committee of the whole 
House, that the whole of the measure _pro- 
posed to be brought forward was inefficient 
to its object, and that it would disappoint 
the expectations entertained by the public. 
With respect to the proposition for submit- 
ting the measure to the consideration of a 
committee of the whole House, 1 am at a 
loss to know where in the Journals the gen- 
tlemen-have found the precedent for such 
a course of proceeding. During the last 
war many propositions. were submiited to 
Parliament for the effectual security and 
defence of the realm, yet not one of them 
originated in a committee of the whole 
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' House. A sufficient opportunity will be 
afforded to gentlemen, in the committee on 
the bill, to offer such observations as they 
mnay deem necessary, and to render the 
measure as perfect and effectual as mature 
deliberation and adequate discussion can 
make it. But the right hon. gent. has re- 
presented the measure, as opened by my 
right hon, friend, as miserably defective. 
My right hon. friend, however, did ‘not 


state the system to be a system of perfec-_ 
tion. He was fully aware of the utter im- ; 


possibility of attaining perfection in any hu- 


man institution, within the short period that 


has elapsed since the adoption of the mea- 
sure. It is not at once that a measure: of 
such magnitude and extent can be brought 
to full and final completion. What, Sir, is 
the object of my right hon. friend ?—to ob- 
viate the inconveniences which have been 
found to arise from the effect of the system, 
as it at present exists, to remove the diffi- 
culties which have been experienced in its 
execution, and to apply an effectual remedy 
to the practical defects and inconveniences 
which have occurred. The practical in- 
conveniences of the system may be ranged 
under three heads: first, the election of 
officers ;_ second, the power of committees ; 
and third, the right of resignation. My 
right hon. friend has stated, that the only 
instance in which his Majesty’s ministers 
could countenance the existence of com- 
mittees was, where their interference was 
limited to objects not military. . They may 
be found necessary to adjust the accounts 
or the internal arrangement of a corps, but 
it is the determination of his Majesty’s go- 
vernment to discountenance their inter- 
ference in functions at all military.—As to 
the election of officers, much difference of 
opinion has prevailed on the subject; andas 
itisa subject upon which much discussion will 
probably take place, there is every probabi- 
lity that it.will be placed on such a footing, 
as will give entire and eventual satisfaction. 
What my right hon, friend stated was, that 
in all cases where ‘the election of officers 
formed a part of the original constitution of 
a corps, his Majesty's discretion would ‘be 
extended, so long as it shouldbe his pleasure 
to admit the ‘continuance of the services of 
such corps. Good faith will in every in- 
stance concede what is due to principle. 
Bat, Sir, I do not consider the measure pro- 
posed as any violation of the public faith, as 
it has been represented by the hon. gent. 
(Mr. Sturges) under the gallery. 1 do, 
however, admit, that a violation of faith 
would in some degree attach to the system ; 
and that his Majesty's ministers would be 





justly liable to inculpation, if, in a service, 
extensive, so serious, and important, and oy. 


which the future salvation of the country ds. 


pends, they were to attempt to fetter qh, 


free agency, which is the life and soul of jy 
volunteer force.———With all the respey 


which I entertain for the opinion of 
learned friend (the Attorney General), ag 
with all the attention which I am dispose 


to pay to the opinion of an hon. gent, ing’ 


now in his place, I am not influenced } 
either in my own. Independent of the 


nion: of these gentlemen, and independent 
of the decision of the Court of King’s Bengh 


I am convinced, that Parliament is bound ij 
good faith to construe the meaning of th 
acts, with a bona fide view to the preci 
terms of the law, as to the conceptions gf 
the people; and if the individuals com 

the volunteer corps of the kingdom, com 
ceive themselves not to be deprived bythe 


ay ee 
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existing laws of their free agency, I conside & th 


that single consideration as binding on Pap 
liament. If, therefore, the judgment of ty 
King's Bench had coincided with the opinigg 


of my learned friend (the Attorney-Geng. 


ral); if the expediency of that opinion wen 
even admitted, yet as a contrary impression 
does prevail amongst the individuals com 
posing the volunteer corps, I should haw 
thought it my duty to have come forward 
advise the House to give the volunteers 
new option, by passing an act, declaring,in 
express terms, what is generally understood 
to be the tenor of their original contragt 
namely, that every man should be at liber 

to resign at any time he should think prope, 
excepting only when an enemy should beia 
our country or upon our shores. It is th 
very essence of this constitution, that th 
parties should be at full and complete — 
to quit their corps whenever they shall thi 

proper ; and, I contend that from: the 2 
and spirit which has been displayed by tht 
whole covatry, there is no reason to ap 
prehend that any individual would resign @ 
slight grounds,—Sir, I ask pardon of thee 
thusiasm with which all classes of the com 
munity have come forward, if, for a momeéll, 
I have supposed it possible for any to resiga 
except on grounds which left them no alter 
native ; but, if there should be individualsdt 
that description, sure I am, that they ougll; 


should be execrated, and themselves cof 


to be consigned to infamy, that their e tev 
_dered as traitors to the most sacred @) 


causes, and guilty of offering themselt 
for the defence of every thing dear and % 


lvable on earth, and of abandoning the go) 
rious object in the moment of peril.andihm | 


certainty. ‘This, Sir, should be his putt 
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‘security. Let us cherish'it as'a proof or the’ 
affection of the people for their King“atd- 
their constitution. “Let us watch its progtéss, ° 
and marking thos¢instancés of €rror or insuf-" 
ficiency whith may oecur, let us endéayout’ 
to apply the remedies as occasions miay atise, 

All [ ask of gentlemen is, that they willnot’ 
endeavour to put the country out of céneeit’ 
with a system, on which its security éssenti< 
ally depends, but tliat they will assist’ with’ 
temper and modefation, in disctissions which’ 
are to give a more ‘perfect: fortn ‘to’ a thea¥ 

sure, whose object it is'to promote the effec." 
tual exertions of a loyal people in defent@’of* 


tended to coerce them.—As to the 
mittees of volunteer corps, my right 
hin, friend only proposes to confiné them 
“glely to financial affairs, and to see that 

wy have nothing military in their func- 
joos.—A right hori. gent. urged early in 
the discussion, that we were contemplating 
the probable dissolution of the principal part 
-ofthe military defence of the country. Let 
meask that right hon. gent. what was the 
sate of the country in July last, whether at 
‘that petiod he could have contemplated such 
force, and in such a state-of discipline as 
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the force now actually existing ? If he could, 


en the confidence of that right hon. gent, 


ip-the real spirit and patriotism of the coun- 
iy surpasses any which I entertain, 


hough no hon, member can possibly esti- 


mate the spirit of the country more -highly 
than myse!f.—The hon, gent. who has just 
sat down stated, that my right hon. friend 
admitted that the regular army could not be 


their Sovereign and Constitution. IT earn-’ 
estly entreat gentlemen ‘not’ to consider the 
system as fugitive’ or tetfiporary, but-as''a’ 
great’ instrument of ‘permanent ‘sectfity,’ 
every step of the progress’of which, should® 
be watched ‘and gradually corrected, in order 
to form a more perfect system; for it must’ 
be considered as &@ '‘measuré of the’ gréatest’ 
importance to the” présent ‘interests’ of the’ 


augmented, My right hon. friend, on the 
contrary, stated only, that the most effectual 
jode of- providing for the security and de- 

of the country was. by the system un- 
det which the great mast of the population 
ofthe country has been moulded to military 
oects, It was wisely observed by an hon. 
gent. during the last session, that the seea-! 
tity of a country depends chiefly on ..the 
diversified nature of the force employed in, 


empire, and one on which its future security 
and salvation is principally to depend. ’ © '*’ 

Sir William Young ‘expressed his ‘disap= 
probation in'général of the whole of the'sys- 
tem’ by which the volumteer ‘force of “the 
country was constituted arid governed.’ “His 
Majesty was, by law, invested with the high’ 
privilege of’commanding the exertions, and 
exacting the services of évery one of bis '‘sub- 
jects; and this, “his utidoubted prerogative,’ 


Passe es 


‘defence. As to the actual. state of the 
itary arrangements of the country, let me 
ik, whether there ever has been in the 


fhort space of eight months so large a force 


[regulars and militia, and in such a state 


of discipline, as at present? It has been 


d, that the means of providing for the 
ectual security of the empire has been 
ected ; but the fact is, that a larger re- 
ilar force is now in Great-Britain and Ire- 
» than has ever been before provided in 
thort a period. , With every deference to 
merits of such a force, I think it unfair 


0 make their superiority the cause of de- | 


ciating the services of another meritori- 
idescription of. persons, whose exertions, 
wever, have been deprecated in that House, 
mit whose zeal and patriotism forms the 
foudest monument of virtuous public spirit, 
iat ever distinguished any period of the histo- 
this, ‘or of any other country. If there 

§ defects in the system under which they 
egulated ; if inconveniences are expe- 

in its operation, let it be our busi- 
toremove the former, and obviate the 


latter, Let us sce how the good sense of 
M@people will work out its perfection. Do 


eblet-us stop the great instrument of our 
You, V. 





seemed to be quéstioned, or atleast rendére. 
ed abortive’ by the’ genéral defence ‘act ; for 
in its consequencés it tended to paralize the 
operation of that particulaf prerogative.” He’ 
censured the prinoiple of exemption, and: 


’ the practice-of -eatending.those-privileges to 


the great mass: -of;the; population of the 
country, which, by the former Jaws, were 
only claimable by persons under peculiar cir~ 
cumstances. The lamentable résult ‘of ‘this 
principle, be miglit say of general exemp~+ 
tion, was, that the recruiting service, Whe? 
ther for the army, or even for thé militia? 
was completely cut up’both root and branch; 
and all the vigour and activity of the’couit/ 
try were protected and locked up, as it Were, 
from the defence ‘of the empire, at the most 
momentous crisis in which it was ever plac’ 
ed. Three-fourths, at least, of the people, of 
such part of thern as would have enrolled 
themselves in the militia, or enlisted into the 
army, were, by the ill-considered measure 
of the 11th of August, sheltered against that 
prerogative, almost coeval with the monar- 
chy, of being required, in time of peril; te 
come forward in defence of their country: 
The hon. member called emphatically og 
his Majésty’s. aiuisters, and particularly ar 
a 
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the: Secretary of: State, to recover’ that high 


ground.on which they stood previous to the 


11th of August. “He called on them to un- 
fetter the. hardy. and gallant population of 
the country, and to subject every man, in- 
discriminately,. to be required to contribute 


eyery exertion he was capable of to defend . 


the. constitution. He even wished tosee the 
good old system revived as practised in the 
reign.of Henry the Eighth, when the flower 
of the English youth was to be seen on the 
sabbath. day exercising with the bow and 
arrow, and the other military weapons then 
in use, This was a duty to which they were 
compellable by particular statutes ; and he 
could see no great impropriety at the  pre- 
sent day, of compelling every man capable 
of bearing arms, of being trained to the:ex- 
efcise of the musket. Were such,an whole- 
some and excellent practice revived, then, 
indeed, he should have no, hesitation in say- 
ing, that the armed force of this empire 
would not only prove.a terror to the French, 


but might bid defiance to the combined hos- | 


tility of all Europe. He would not, at pre- 
‘sent, make any opposition to the motion of 
the .right hon. Secretary, but reserved to 
himself the privilege of arguing it fully and 
ipinutely. hereafter, He, above all things, 
conjured, the, House not, by any acts of 
theirs, to lock up all the population (when he 
said all, he meant the active portion of it) 
from serving in the militia and the army.— 
he, question was then. put, and. carried. 
The Secretary at War,, the,chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and other members of his Ma- 
jesty's Privy Council, were ordered to spre- 
pate and bring in the bill. 


qi 








| 10 “HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

O98 “Tharsday, February 9. 

. {Minures.]—The House met at half past 
three o'clock, On counting over the House 
at four, it appeared that 142 members were 

resent, and they forthwith proceeded to a 
Bollot for" Committee, to try the merits of 
the petitions complaining of an undue elec- 
tion and return for the borough of Windsor. 
The gentlemen composing the Committee 
are, Hon. J. Scott, Hon, H. Lascelles, J. 
Ferguson, Esq:, Hon. E, Lascelles, J. Lub- 
bock, Esq., G. Porter, Esq., J. Fane, Esq., 
Hon. R. Carzon, Hon. C. Norton, J. W. 
Wil ett, Esq., F. Burton, Esq, Sir H. W. 
Dashwood, Bart,, W. Baldwin, Esq.; No- 
minees, C. Dundas, Esq., W. $. Bourne, 


Esq.— Sir JC Anderson brought up the re- | 


port of the Committee on the London port 
bil; the amendments were agreed. to, and 
tc bilk ordered to be engrossed.—He also 
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Lord 





ror: 
brought. up the’ bill for enabling the Weg. 
India dock company to raise a farther som 
of money for completion of their works 
Read a first time.——Colone! Stanley brought 
up a petition from the town and corporation 
of Liverpool, praying leave to bring in a bill 
for the erection of a ferry-house. Referre). 
to a Committee.—The Committee of ‘the 
whole House on the mutiny bill. was post. 
poned to this day se’nnight.—The Portugal 
seed corn exportation indemnity bill passed 
through a Committee. Report ordered tg 
be received to-morrow. ; 


[ MIDDLESEX ELECTION COMMITTEE, ]4 
Lord Marsham reported from:the Middlesex 
Committee, that it had not been able to pid 
ceed to ‘business this day, in consequence of 
the absence of Benj, Walsh, Esq. 2 membét 
of said Committee, which had been occa 
sioned by indisposition, and that 2 medical’ 
gentleman was ready to verify the same upon 
oath at the bar.— Dr. Armstrong stated, that 
he had‘been to visit Mr. Walsh about three 
o'clock, when he found him much better 
that he was then informed that Mr. Walt 
had been so violently affected with a choler, 
morbus in the morning, as to be unable to 
leave his house; but that he expected he 
should be able to attend-his duty to-morrow, | 
—Mr. Walsh was then, on the motion of 
arsham, excused for his absence,” ” 

[Srintine retrtrion.}] — Mr. Creevy 
made 4 motion that the order for taking the 
Stirling petition into consideration on the 
ist of March should be discharged, to await 
the decision of the House of Lords on @ 
appeal from an adjudication of the Court of 
Session in Scotland, relative to certain per 
sons who-voted at that election. ‘The’ appli 
cation he made on the part of Sir R. Aber 


‘¢cromby, and as no inconvenience could et 


sue to any of the parties, he trusted th 
House would have no difficulty to accede ip 
his motion. = ary ; 
* The Chancellor of the Exchequer was tt 
aware of any objection to the motion of the 
hon. member, but as it was usual to preced 
such motions with notices, he thought the 
regular course of proceeding should’ pot be 
departed from, It could not interfere wilt 
the object of the hon. member to fix } 
motion for a future day, and the House and 
the parties would thereby have an opporlk 
nity of considering whether it was or Wa 
not liable to objeetion.— After a few -obset 
vations from Mr. Curwen and Mr. Wim 
Dundas,’ Mr. Creevey noticed his motidl 
for to morrow. _ tt 
[Motion For Parers.]—Mr. 


* Grenville rose, for the putpose of oil i : 


\ 
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Yo the House a motion, which, ifhe weré 
fo adhere to the usual forms of proceeding 
jn such cases, it would be proper to stb- 
mit, afier a previous notice. It did not, 
however, appear to him nécessary to con- 
form, in the presert instance, to the estab- 
fished usage of Parliament; and he was 
‘confident the House would concur with 
im in that opinion, when put in posses- 
‘sion of the words of his motion, His ob- 
‘ject in making it was, to have certain pa- 
‘pets laid upon their table to which mem- 
‘bers could regularly refer on all occasions, 
gs official documents. The papers he llu- 
‘fed to were, Copies of the correspondence 
‘between his Majesty’s Secretaries of State 
‘by letters called circular, and the Lords 
‘Lieutenants of the different counties of 
‘Great-Britain. Every oneof these letters 
‘had been printed and circulated, by order 
of his Majesty’s government, for which 
teason, he could neither conceive any ob- 
‘jection that could possibly be made to lay- 
tig them on the table, nor did he suppose 
a notice of his motion necessary. The 
papers contained all the directions of his 
ajesty’s ministers, for the regulation and 
establishment of the volunteer corps, as 
well as for the better training and disci- 
plining the people under the general de- 
fence act, and would be found useful do- 
uments to which to refer in discussions 
Concerning these subjects. He believed he 
was correct in stating, that all these letters 
had been printed. The House would, 
therefore, see, that if he departed in this 
instance from the usual practice,, it was‘on 
an occasion whicl: bore no resemblance to 
the-ordinary cases in which motions are 
made for the production of papers. If he 


| should understand from such of his Majesty’s 


‘Ministers as were in the House, that his 
‘motion would nct be resisted, it would not 
be necessary for him to occupy more of the 
time of the House than barely to move 
“ That there be laid before the House, 
“opies of all the circular letters, written 
Mince the commencement of the present 
‘war, by any of his Majesty’s Secretaries of 
State to the Lords Lieutenants of the dif- 
ferent counties in Great-Britain, respect- 
ing the establishment and regulation of vo- 

nteer corps, and respecting other measures 
forthe defence of the country, and for the 
Setter execution of the acis of the last ses- 
#ion of Parliament,"—Ordered. 


meee 





_ HOUSE OF LORDS. 
ee ,. Friday, February 39. -: 
|) Mr. Rommilly and Mr Adam were heard 
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as counsel for the appellants in the appeal 
from the Court of Session in Scotland, 
Lady Christiana Graham, against C. Hope 
Weir, Esq. The farther consideration was 
delayed till Monday.—Lord Hawkesbury 
présented a petition from Lieutenant Alex- 
ander Home of the royal navy, claiming 
the Marchmont peerage.—Lord Grenville 
said, that previous to thé recesss he had 
given notice of his intention to make a 
motion relative to the issues of bank paper, 
so far as connected with the safety of the 
country. He now intimated that it was 
his intention to submit thatquestion to the 
consideration of the House on Friday next, 
and moved that the House be summoned 
for that day. Ordered.—-The House. ad- 
journed till Monday. -  ~ 





=——s 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, February 10. 


[Mrnures.] — Sir John William An- 
derson brought up the report of the Com- 
mittee to whom was referred the petition 
of Messrs Boydells, which was read and 
agreed to, and leave was given to bring 
in a bill to enable Messrs. Boydells to 
dispose of their collection of pictures, 
drawings, and engravings; and also of- 
their’ leasehold premises in Pall Mall, 
commonly called the Shakespeare Gal- 
lery, by way of chances. Sir Ww. 
Anderson, and Sir W, Curtis, were ordefr- 
ed to prepare and bring in the same,— Mr, 
Secretary Yorke brought in’a bill to conso- 
lidate and amend the three acts of the 42d 
and 43d of his present Majesty respectiig 
the volunteers ; and to.make further regi- 
lations, &c. This bill was read a first 
time, ordered to be read a second time on 
Wednesday next, and to be printed. —The 
copies of the correspondence, &c. re- 
specting the volunteers which bave been 
already printed, were, on the motion of 
Mr. Yorke, ordered to be printed.—Mr. 
Creevey gave notice that he would, oa 
this day se’nnight, move for the production 
of certain papers respecting the island of 
Ceylon.—The London Wet Docks Bill was 
read a third time and passed.—The repost 
of the Portugal Corn Bill was brought up, 
agreed to, and the-bill ordered to be read 
a third time to-morrow.—A person from 
the Bank of England pre:ented an account 
of the receipt and expenditure of 6,287,911. 
by the commissioners for the reduction of 
the national debt for one year, froin the 1st 
of February, 1803, to the gist of fanuary, 

“Fo? ee 
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“&e. of 1,587,825. for one quarter, from | After which their Lordships adjourned 
“the rst of February, to the ist of May, | three o’clock to morrow. 
“1803. Ordered to lie on the table.—The 
following are the members of the Commit- HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
“tee. appointed to try the merits ofa petition 
~ against. the return for the Borough of Wey- Monday, February 13. | 
“mouth: The Hon. Richard Ryder, W. [Minures.]—-The London Dock Bill wa 
. Morland, Esq. W. Dickenson, Esq. E,W. | read a second time, and ordered to hg 
Bootle, Esq. Anthony H. Eyre, Esq. W. | committed.—Mr. Bond brought up copig 
“Mellish, Esq. T. R. Beaumont, Esq. G. | of an order of Council respecting capture, 
‘P. Holford, Esq. E. Hilliard, Esq. Albe- | made by Lord Hood at Toulon.—A persqy 
marle Bertie, Esq. C. Smith, Esq. G. W. | from the Exchequer brought up an accontt 
Gunning, Esq. J. Whitmore, Esq.— No- | of the permanent taxes for the years end. 
minees, _J. Calcraft, Esq. B. Hobhouse, -| ing January, 1803, and January, 1804, dis 
Esq. — The Speaker announced to the | tinguishing each quarter. — Mr. Secreta 
House, that the clerk had laid on the table | Yorke brought up a copy of the circular 
. @ list of the members as prescribed by the | letters from the Secretary of State to the 
East-India Judicature Bill. lord lieutenants of counties respecting the 


[Srixuine reriTion.] — Mr. Creevey volunteers, which were ordered to be 
rose, pursuant to nofice, to move that thé Rt ae sito. aes 2 postpone the 
order for a ballot on the petition respecting jidati "Bill ze al cic Oh Cong 

_the election for the county of Stirling, on | UG2Hen Sill trom We yi , i Friday 
the 1st of March, should be discharged, | 2°X¢ Ae arial orry then am 
and that it should be appointed for consi- > ig a i Wednesday: was say oF 
deration on the 17th of April next. The Mia 2S. FPOe d on that day move or the 

rounds on which he made the motion the | 2PPeimtment of a Committee to consider 
tg member stated to be, that a point ‘aig of certain acts relative to the revenue df 
timately connected with that election had Arolind. 4 i 
been decided upon by the Court of Ses- [Stave Trave.J—Mr. Wisberforce said, 
sions in Scotland, against which decision that as it was his intention, in the course of 

“an appeal was made to the House of Lords. the present session, to submit to the House 
This appeal was appointed to be heard in | 2 motion respecting the slave trade, it would 
that House on the 17th of March next, and | be necessary that some information should 

“the hon. member, therefore, expressed a | previously be laid before the House ; he 

“hope that no objection would be offered to | therefore moved, That an humble address 
the postponement he proposed, particularly | be presented to his Majesty, praying that 
as it was essential to the justice of the he would be pleased to give directions for 
ease. there being laid before the House, Copiesot 

The Speaker asked if there was any ob- ‘such cotrespondence as may have passed 
jection on the part of the sitting mem- between the Secretary of State ‘and th 

er? governors of the colonies in the West-Indies, 

Sir T. Metcalfe said, that he was autho- in pursuance of his Majesty’s directions, 
rised by the sitting member who was absent issued in consequence of the address of that 
on military business, to give his assent to | House to his Majesty, on the 6th d 
the proposition, The motion was aecord- | March, 1797. The motion was agreed (a 
zPgly agreed to. f —Mr. Wilberforce then moved for An at 

count of the number -of mynd 7 eS 

B tonnage, that had arrived from the,cot 

HOUSE. OF LORDS. of Africa, in the West-Indies, between the 
Monday, February 13. years 1783 and 1803, with the number d 


The Lord Chancellor attended at half. | Negroes imported, and also the number t 

ast three o’clock, and after prayers, by exported, Agreed to. wa 

the Bishop of Exeter, were read, some [Corron maxuracturers. —TheCha 
‘routine business was disposed of, two in- | cellor of the Exchequer said, he had given i 
closure bill-were forwarded, and the ap- | tice of a motion for this day respecting the 
peal cause which stood for a hearing was | cotton manufacturers; it was a subject 
_ posiponed,—-Several witnesses were sworn | great importance, and one to which the a 
‘at the bar with respect to their propo- | tention of the House had been ‘or some tilie 
sed evidence before the Committee of | directed.” Ia a concern of so extensiveiall 


(om 
, 1804. Also, an account of the receipt, Privileges relative to the Zouche a 











* $ ‘ ‘ 


4 





REGS 52 F 


Shidiin 


= 


# 


1081) 
Jicated a nature, it was impossible but 

“Yat differences must frequently arise, which 
- equired as speedy a mode of settling as pos- 
gible, and that must be by the establishment 
ofa local jurisdiction. That idea was adopt- 
edin that House, and a bill passed upon the 
subject. It was however afterwards found 
pot to answer its purposes, and it soen ceas- 
ed to be acted upon. In consequénce of 


this, the cotton weavers made an application - 


to Parliameat about two years ago, and pro- 
secuted their application the whole of that 
session, but from the quantity of public bu- 
siness then depending, ‘no proceeding took 
Jace upon it, In the last session the subject 


4 


was renewed, and a bill was brought in, but 
it was found impossible to bring it to a sa- 
tisfactory arrangement. This led to an ap- 
prehension on the part of the weavers, that 
their hopes wonld be defeated, and he had 

refore undertaken to bring the business 
aa in the course of the present session. 
This was a subject of great importance, both 
from the extent of the trade which was cor- 
cerned, and the number of persons interested 
in it, and therefore it was obyious that these 
‘disputes ought to be settled as soon as possi- 
ble. It was now brought forward as a pub- 
‘lic measure, which he thought was more 
likely. to ensure its success than if it was 
brought forward by either of the parties. It 
was under these circumstances that he was 
induced to bring forward this measure. [He 
would not now express any opinion upon 
the mode that ought to be adopted. All he 
‘wished was, that the subject should be fairly 
and fully considered. If the present bill 
was found incapable of improvement, jit 
would be necessary to repeal it. At present 
he should content himself wish moving for 
the appointment of a Committee to consider 
ofthe most effectual mode of arranging the 
differences between the cotton manvfactu- 
ters and the persons employed by them. 

Mr. Rose said, he wished that the atten- 
tion of the House might be called to this 
subject, in order that there might be no 
further delay. The act relating to the cot- 
ton manufacturers and their servants, origi- 
fated in a petition from the journeymen 
Weavers and their masters, for the purpose of 
fettling the disputes which had arisen be- 
tween them. ‘The bill was depending a long 
fime, and no objection was made. to it. 
When, however, the bi!l was passed and 
Was to be carried into execution, the masters 
took a most extraordinary way to-get rid of 
its operation. By the provisions of the bill 
M arbitrator was to be appointed to decide 
Me disputes between the masters and jour- 
Grmen : some of the masters, however, 
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appointed arbitrators who lived at the. dig- 
tance of 300 miles, and appointed a place 
of meeting at an equal distance, thas entirg- 
ly defeating the object of the bill.. The 
subject was again brought forward last seg 
sion, and a bill was brought in, which, at 
the period he left town, in July, he consi- 
dered to. have been: finally settled ; it was, 
however,, afterwards withdrawn, and. the 
subject still remained for discussion. The 
cotton manufacturers, .it appeared, objected 
to any interference between themselves and 
their journeymen, except that of the magis- 


.trate. . He saw no reason why a law might 


not be passed. applicable tothat object. Ia 
the silk trade;more had been done, as the 
magistrates had been enabled to’ settle the 
rate of wages... This law was passed in con- 
sequence of continued disputes between the 
masters and workmen, in the course of 
which the latter had been guilty of the great- 
est excesses. This law might be eatended 
to the cotton trade with much less difficulty, 
as in the silk trade there were above 1000 
articles to become the object of the wages of 
workmen, whilst in the cotton trade there 
were not above 100, He thought the pre- 
sent subject was one of considerable impor- 
tance, and that the consideration of it ought 
not to be delayed.—A Committee was then 
appointed in conformity with the motion of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


{InisH BANK RESTRICTION BILL. }—Mr. 
Corry rose to move the order of the ‘day for 
the House to resolve itself into a Committee 
upon the Irish. bank restriction bill. —On the 
motion being put that the Speaker do now 
leave the chair, ; 

Lerd Archibald Hamilton rose to’ recall 
the attention of the House to’the notice be 
had given on a former day, of his iatention 
to move the introduction of a clause, impos- 
ing an obligation on the Directors of the 
Bank of Ireland to restrain the further issues 
of notes—The noble lord then proceeded 
to state, that it was not his intention now te 
propose the clause to which he had alluded. 
He had made it his business to examine inte 
the subject with the greatest care, and he 
had endeavoured to ascertain the sentiments 
of persons the best informed on matters con- 
nected with the situation of Ireland; and 
the result of his. inquiries had been, a cons 
viction that it would, for the present, be 
expedient not to press the -motioa. . He 
begged leave, however, to be indulged with: 
making a few observations, to shew that he 
had. not taken up the idea without due cons 
sideration, or without endeavouring to avail 
himself of every means of correct khowledge 
on 2 auhbject of such vast jasportsaceaad jae 
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‘terest. The present situation of the paper 


eurrency in Ireland was one which ought to 


excite the utmost vigilance and anxiety. It 
was a subject to which he had felt it hisduty 
“seriously to call the attention. of ministers 
‘and of the Housé. The measure of restric- 
tion generally, he could not help thinking a 
«great national evil. it struck him not only 
“asa great but a growing calamity. ‘ It was 
“an evil to the termination of which there 
was held out no reasonable prospect. It 
had, in the first instance, been introduced 
during the continuance of’ a-.war, but lie 
“could not admit, as a matter of course, that 
‘war was in itself any justification for so dan- 
gerous an expedient. We had seen it re- 
newed doring peace, and now that, unfor- 
tufiately, the country was again plunged in 
‘war, there was as little hope as ever of its 
being abandoned. The consequence of these 
repeated renewals of the measure of restric- 
tion had been, that the paper currency of 
Ireland had increased to 2 most alarming ex- 
tent, and the evils attendant on this increase 
had been manifested in a proportionate de- 
gree. These evils he had long reckoned 
great, but the farther he extended his 
researches, the more was he convinced, that 
they were greater than he had, in the first 
instance, conceived. He needed not rest 
any assertions on the subject of a too widely 
circulated paper currency on his own autho- 
rity. The doctrines of-Adam Smith on this 
point were clear and explicit, and such an 
authority could not be lightly regarded. 
Depreciation was the necessary and constant 
result of such extensive circulation of paper. 
At the time the Bank of Ireland Restriction 
Bill passed the Irish House of Commons, the 
amount of bank notes issued was 600,0001., 
and at this moment he found that their 
amount was not less than 2,700,0001. Thus 
there was, by the measure of restriction, an 
increase to the amount of two millions. On 
the other hand, what was the proportion of 
the gold coin to be balanced against this 
quantity of paper money? When he al- 
lowed it to be about a million, be was sure 
that he went as far as any hon. member could 
desire. In stating its amount in this man- 
ner, he rather overrated it than estimated it 
below its real extent. At this time the price 
given for gold coin in lreland was consider- 
ably higher than the standard price of bul- 
lion. Gold:coin rose in price exactly im pro- 
portion as paper currency was depreciated 
in value. Betwixt Dublin and Belfast, 
though there was not a distance of more 
than a hundred miles, there was a difference 
-of exchange to the amount of ten per cent. 
But the etteet of the depreciation of mouey 
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was felt still more strongly on the raje | 
exchange betwixt this country and Irel, : 
For a number of years, the rate of exe P 
betwixt London and Dublin had fluct spouse 
from 8 or g to 16 per cent. tothe disadyy, me !P 
tage of Ireland. But now the loss mi 4 * he 
more considerable. It was as high as Ij, te th 
18, and even 19 percent. In some ing, 
ces it was not less than 20; and thos a for hi 
Irish gentieman who came to attend hisdy bebal 
in Parliament, found, at the end of his j D ed Ir 
ney, where -he had allotted 5001. for his ey. bapp) 
penses,.that 4001. only were really to ber. pen | 
ceived, This was a view of the subject whith partic 
could not fail to make a very powerful im i °™?: 
pression, and shewed in the clearest poi Asth 
of view ‘what was the consequence of pr. lingo! 
tracting the measure of testriction. Qp be res 
this point he should have felt himself very the t 
happy at receiving any information from the YU 
right hon. member who brought forward thy @ 
motion, as to the probable period when th¢ the. 
bill would be discontinued. He would te 2%. 
glad to be told, onder what circumstances it & | ob! 
was that the payment in cash were to bet. @ 4 
sumed. It was not easy to ascertain what wa factio 
to be the situation of the country when the pedres 
restriction should be removed. It was em jm °° 
dent that the payment of cash would not be dsten 
resumed without a certain degree of difiy & the cc 
culty and danger. ‘There would in all pro & descr 
bability-be a run on the bank for some tim, § MeV! 
and consequences of a serious nature might wuch i 
be experienced, unless means were taken to Trelar 
counteract them. ‘The longer, however, — PPe 
the restriction was continued, the greater § »'°¢ 
would be the eventual danger, and the more S84!" 
difficult would it be tocounteract-it. From jy {0p2! 
a retrospect of the past, the hope of there gj. 9, the 
moval of the restriction could not be sam p Mise 
guine; and he appealed to the candour of » tually 
those gentlemen who voted for the billat beyor 
its first introduction, whether they woull § {ra 
have given such a vore, if they had t Trelan 
looked to this protracted continuance of th tespor 
bill. He conjured gentlemen to think sen- ha 
ously on this point, and to use every exe § 7) the 
tion to procure a remedy for a very alarming place, 
evil.—The subject of the Irish silver cut pital. 
rency was well worthy of their attention a 
He appealed to the right hon. gent. whethet § fr 
it was not in a situation absolutely disgrace bad 
ful and degrading. He had felt it hisd ee 
to make these few observations, and vain evade 
that’ those whose duty it was to look more sr 
particularly into the affairs of Ireland, would by th 
lose no time in devising some means} e 
curing the evils now necessarily connect ae 
with the currency of that part of the uml ag 
kiggdom. aa © 

| Mx. Corry applauded in the highest teri mou! 

















| 
ihe candour which the noble lord had disco- 
yered on, the present occasion, The object 

p which he had called the attention of the 
quse was one of the highest interest and 
importance, particularly to those whose duty 
i, was to watch over the interests of Ireland. 
i thanked the noble lord for the care which. 
he had bestowed on it. He could declare 
for himself, and he beliéved he might add. in 
behalf of all those gentlemen who represent- 
¢d Ireland, that they would at all times be 
happy to see Irish affairs discussed by genile- 
men from all parts of the empire, and more 
particularly when they were handled with that 
emperance which the noble lord had evinced, 
Asthe notice of the noble lord was to be re- 
linquished, he did not conceive that it would 
beregular for him to go into any detail on 
the topics which had been introduced. He 
would, however, make a few general ob- 







the gervations. With many of the remarks of 
the the noble lord he entirely coincided. The 
“te pe of the paper currency of Ireland was 
mf abtless deplorable in the highest degree, 
fe and nothing could afford him greater satis- 
fs faction than the prospect of any means of 
the yedressing evils, which all parties admitted 
evi.  esist,. A good deal had been said on the 
tbe éstent of paper currency in Ireland, and 
ie the conduct of the bank of Ireland bad been 
“| described as highly reprehensible,. because 
ime, fey had extended their issues of paper with 
ht suchimprovident liberality. It was true that 
ha Ireland was inundated with a profusson of 
a i but this was not the fault of the Bank- 
ater @ Directors. They had no control over the 
nore Suing of notes by private banks of the me- 
rom @ fopolis, or by private banks in various parts 
ree qo the country. It was bythe possession of 
san. @ {biscontrol here, that the bank was effec- 


of @. Wally enabled to restrain circulation of notes 
beyond what. appeared expedient. For the 
enormous circulation of paper money in 
Ireland, the Bank Directors were not fairly 
tesponsible ; but there were positive cir- 
cumstances to be adduced in their favour. 
Ththe year when the restriction first’ took 
Place, the Bank received an addition of ca- 
pilal.to the amount of half a million Pre- 
Yous tothe restriction, specie had disappear- 
td from year to year, and. private bankers 
bad been prohibited from issuing notes under 
P liye guineas value. The conscquence was, 
‘Dat a aew issue of small notes became ne- 
Gessary to fill up the defiencies occasioned 
by this prohibition. Additignal issues of 
hotes were further rendered expedient from 
the accumulation of taxes, and trom a variety 
tilocal causes. In this state of things, the 
Bank Directors had issued notes to a great 
Mount, but it did not follow that their con- 
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duct in this respect was criminal.. With 
regard to the prohibition against. issues of. 
eash being continued, it was not. necessary ' 
for him to take up the time of the House. 
The noble lord did not oppose the motion for. 
the House going into the committee; and, 
indeed, the principle on which the restric-. 
tion was to be continued was the simplest im 
the world. Its continuance was absolutely 
essential, as long as the restriction continued, 
in this country. To compel the Bank. of 
Irelant to issue cash when the restriction con- 
tinued here would be equally impolitic and 
unjust. It would,, indeed, be an arrange- 
ment inpracticable. The: bill for restricting 
the issues of cash by the Bank of Ireland, 
was, in fact, a bill auxiliary to, and co-exis-. 
tent with, the bill for a similar purpose here. - 
The noble lord had. asked him, under what 
.circumstance he thought that this restriction, 
should cease ?, To this question he had only 
to answer generally, that it would cease as 
soon:as the restriction on the Bank of En- 
gland should be removed. _He did not mean, 
indeed, by making this declaration, at/all.to 
compromise himselfon the subject. At.pre- 
sent, he saw nothing in the state of Ireland 
which. at all disposed him to think that-this 
would not be the case. It was impossible, 
‘however, to know what tnforeseen circum- 
stances might prevent what he. now thought, 
an event that would naturally follow the ter- 
mination of the restriction act inthis coun- 
try. He had already alluded to the large. 
amount of paper currency issued by the Bank 
ot Ireland, and the noble lord. had contrasted 
this with the issves of the Bank of England, 
since the restriction act passed. It was sup- 
posed that the paper issued by the Bank of 
England was nearly. doubled since, the re- 
striction took. place ; whereas the issues by 
the Bank. of Ireland was four times greater 
than when the restriction bill passed,, .On) 
this point. he had to remark, that it was not 
| a fair way of determining the criminalty. or 
policy of these issues merely by. their. extent. 
In determining this question, the:¢xtent of 
the capital was to be materially attended to. 
In speaking of the extent of capital, the 
question turned on the nature and extent of 
security. On the other hand; if the pro-« 
priety of these issues was convassed, the cri- 
terion must be of a different description. 
Nothing positive appeared to shew, that the 
Bank Directors had carried their issues .to 
an unwarrantable extent. In saying this, 
he wished the question to be left fully open 
to future discussion. The fact was, that 
when the bill passed in Ireland, -it was cer 
ried, as it were, by acclamation. No, in- 
vestigation took place of the situation of 
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the Bank, or the’ conduct of the directors. 
The bill was carried’ through the House 
from a conviction, that it was rendeteéd abso.. 
lately indispensible, after the passing ‘of the 
réstriction act by the Parliament of Eng- 
land. ‘He had only to express a hope, that 
the ‘motion might not be now retarded from 
anyconsiderations of the general question, 
which it would’be equally competent for 
every gentlemen to bring under discussion 
ona future day.’ 
“Lord Henry Petty, in’ a maiden speech, 
délivered’ his ‘sentiments on the subject 
before the House to the following ~ pur- 
port. He was convinced that: his ‘no- 
~ ble friend who mtroduced’ the subject 
érfectly correct ‘in ‘the observations 
he’ had made on the motion for go- 
mg’ into ‘the Committee, and thought him 
éntitled to the thanks of the House for the 
manner in which’ he had brought it under 
consideration: He allowed, that the amount 
Of the’ issues of paper money by the Bank 
of Ireland was not ttself a fair criterion of 
judging of the'propriety of this increased 
citCulation. It was, however, a’ circum- 
stance which could not fail'to excite sur- 
prise, and certainly loudly demanded in- 
quiry, that the issues of paper by the Bank 
of "ireland had ‘been five ‘times greater 
since the ‘restriction bill had been passed 
than they previously were, whereas the 
issues’ by the Bank of England had, in pro- 
pertion-to thecapital, increased only in the 
Proportion of one-fifth beyond what, they 
wéré when the act was passed.” It might 
be' true, that the directors of the Bank of 
Tréland ‘might . not hold themselves subject 
to responsibility for this extraordinary in- 
crease oftheir paper ;' but, surely, that 
House was responsible, after committing 
to ‘these directors a power as extensive as 
é¥ver was committed to a public body, the 
power of ‘manufacturing paper for national 
<citculation. This was indeed a great de- 
lagation ‘of authority, for all economists 
agreed that money was power. When 
such powers were delegated, it was, un- 
doabtedly, the duty of Parliament, to see in 
whatmanner they were exerted, to ascer- 
tain'what were the evils connected with 
the system on which they acted, and to 
adopt ‘such remedies as appeared most 
@dapted to their situation. “He did not 
mean to say that this was a subject to be 
entered on rashly, or that the investigation 
of it did not require the utmost temper- 
ance and moderation. Still, however, he 
had no difficulty in de¢laring, that the dis- 
cussioh of it was highly expedient, and that 
this discussion might be attended with the 
most beneficial effects, It was a-subject 
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which ought strongly and deeply to impress 
the minds of the members of that Hotse, 
The depreciation of paper ‘in Ireland wag 
constantly increasing, and must, as long 
as it existed, be productive of the mo 
alarming consequences. The balance 
trade mast continue unfavourable to Ireland 
as long as the depreciation continued, and the 
merchant must continue to resort to theto. 
reign maket instead of home manufacture, 
The present depreciation could not be de. - 
scribed as arising from any thing in the com, 


/merce of the country for the last year ; bee 
' cause, during that year, the exports of Ireland 


had considerably exceeded the imports ; but 
even if it were the case, it was an evil inges 
parable from the continuance of the restric, 
tion. As long as the merchants could ob 
tain accommodation from the Bank by the 
issues of paper, and as long as the Bank found 
it advantageous to give this accommodation, 
no favourable change in the state of the ex. 
change could be expected. The whole trade 
and property of Ireland was threatened with 
danger, if a change of system did not take 
place. This danger was already visible ina 
variety of circumstances. * Since the tithe of 
the restriction, the Bank had encreased itg 
dividends full one and a half per cent. At 
this time their dividends amounted to one and 


ahalf per cent.; and he was assured that 


this year they had determined to give an ads 
ditional bonus of five per cent. Under these 
circumstances, the Bank had not onlyno 
motive to wish for the removal of the Restric- 
tion Act, but found it their interest to exe 
tend the circulation of their paper pes 
He had to repeat, that, at this time, he 
thought it would be dangerous for Parlia 
ment to interfere without mature considera 
tion; but he was most clearly of opinion that 
some strong measure ought without delay 
to be adepted. The measure which strock 
him as being best calculated to prevent the 
growth of this evil, wasa plan for compelling 
the directors to curtail their issues of paper 
money, and thus forcing the ptivate bankers 
to adopt a similar practice. At present, the 
Bank of Ireland had no countrol over the 
private bankers, two of whom in Dablip i+ 
sued paper to an amount as‘great as the 
whole of their paper circulation. . His lord 
ship concluded by again pressing the subject 
generally on the attention of ministers. ~~ 

Mr. Vausittart professed, on the partof 
His Majesty’s ministers, the utmost readiness 
to adopt any measure that might appear els 
culated to remove the evil complained 0 
The noble lords themselves who lamentedtt 
so strongly, and who had pointed: it ont 
forcibly, suggested no remedy which Wa. 
likely to be practical or effectual. 
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Mr. Foster expresed great satisfaction at 
the manner in which the affairs of Ireland 
had been taken up by the two noble lords 
who had spoken in the course of the bebate. 
With regard to the blil before the House, it 
was 80 necessary a consequence of the re- 
itfiction bill, that he considered it impossi- 
ble not to enact it. At the same time he 
could not help poiting out some of the effects 
‘which it naturally produced in Ireland. The 
wearcity of specie in Ireland was well known: 
they had no gold in circulation bat what was 
bought at a premium ; silver there was none, 


He did not believe there was one real shil- 


ling to be found from one end of Ireland to 
the other ; there was even a scarcity of brass, 
The effect which this want of gold produ- 
ced upon trade was obvious, In the north 
of Ireland where payments were made ail in 
gold, it was necessary to purchase guineas 
sta premium of 2s. 4d, which was above 10 

cent. The linen manufacturers could 
‘only buy their materials with guineas for 
which they paid this enormous price, which 
they were of course obliged to lay upon the 
price of their manufactures ; this would 
fender them unable to meet foreigners ia 
foreign markets, and if some remedy was 
not administered the trade could not stand. 
In addition to all this, there was a duty of 4 

cent. upon the importation of the articie. 
Another effect this measure had was upon 
theexchange of Ireland: this certainly was 
not a very easy subject to investigate, but it 
undoubtedly was the duty of Parliament to 
enter, as soon as possible, into an investiga- 
tion into the state of the circulation in Ire- 
land. He knew Parliament could not re- 
medy this evil by a law, but if there were 
any artificial causes operating to produce 
this effect, they surely might be got rid of, 
He sincercly hoped the subject would be ia- 
Ken up, particularly by some gentlemen on 
the treasury bench, and he was sure the re- 
sult would be favourable to the trade of Ire- 
land, and consequently to the trade of the 


re. 

Mr. H. Thornton said, this subject was cer- 
tainly of great importance, but at the same 
lime, he thought it was more simple than 
= in general seemed to imagine. 

appeared to him clear, that the excess of 
Paper circulation was the cause of the bad 
sate of exchange in that country. It had 
been stated in the course of the debate, that 


} there was a difference of no less than ten per 
cent, in’ the exchange between different 


parts of Ireland, and it kad been stated, 
that gold was purchased in the north, at a 
Premium of ten per cent., and he was au- 
thorized to take this for granted, as it had 
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not been denied by any gentleman. There 
was a material difference that gentlemen 
should all keep in view between the banks 
of England and Ireland: in Ireland there 
was no bank that took upon itself to mae 
nage and regulate the circulation of the 
country ; whereas, in England it was per- 
fectly well known, that the bank commanded 
the whole paper circulation of the metropolis, 
and regulated that of the kingdom. The 
bank of Ireland was instituted after a great 
deal of opposition, and the ‘private banks 
succeeded in obtaining permission to remain 
in the same state that they were before the 
national bank was established, and. consee 
quently had the power of issuing their paper 
for the circulation both of the metropolis 
and the country. In England, there was no 
bank in the metropolis that interfered with 
the paper of the national bank; though the 
paper issued by the private banks in Dublin 
was, he had no doubt, upon very good se- 
curity, yet, as they were not now bound to 
pay their own paper in specie, it naturally 
must be their interest to have as much of 
their paper in circulation as they could, The 
great object, therefore, which he wished to 
obtain, would be, if possible, to limit the 
circulation of private banks: another reme- 
dy which he thought might be applied, 
would be to make Irish bank paper exe 
changeabie for that of the bank of England. 
At all events, this was a subject that called 
for the most serious attention of Parliament ; 
and he had no doubt but that upon investi- 
gation, some effectual remedy might be 
found out. With respect to the bill now 
before the House, he did not mean to ope 
pose it, but he thonght its duration should 
be limitted to a short time, io order that the 
subject might necessarily be again brought 
under the consideration of Parliament. He 
would not take up more of the time of the 
House at present, except merely to repeat 
the opinion he had before advanced, that the 
bad state of exchange in Ireland, arose from 
the too great circulation of paper. 

Lord Castlereagh would make but a few 
observations, in reply to what had fallen froma 
the bon. member who had just sat down. It 
seemed to be the opinion, on all sides of the 
House, that the measure before it should be 
passed into a law, as the restriction of the 
issues of specie in England rendered a simie 
lar restriction unavoidable in Ireland. He 
did not, however, consider the subjects 
which had been introduced into the discus- 
sion, as at al! connected with the limitation 
of the operation of the measure. They formed 
a question which might be taken up asa 
subject of separate inquiry, if the inyestiga- 
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tion should be deemed expedient. As to 
what had fallen from the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Foster), he could not_go so far as to 
say he differed altogether from him, though 
he certainly entertained doubts of the justice 
of his positions. ‘The question was of ex- 
treme delicacy, and of the most abstruse na- 
ture ; and it was of considerable-consequence 
to ascertain clearly, whether. the evils allow- 
ed to exist, were capable of a parliamentary 
remedy. The House should not lightly over- 
state the impression it had of the nature-and 
extent of those evils. Considerable disadvan- 
tages would follow from carrying such an 
impression beyond the truth, or what the 
fact would bear out. The right hon. gent. 
had stated, that the rate of exchange was 
considerably greater between Dublin and 
London, than betwéen the north of Ireland 
and London, and that the depreciation of 
the paper currency had been the cause. He 
doubted himself that fact, though he con- 
eurred with his right hon. friend, that the 
great issue of paper, tending to depreciate 
its value, was not to be charged altogether 
tipon the bank of Ireland, as the private 
banks were equally liable to the observation. 
There were still good reasons to conclude, 
that the evil complained of arose not more 
from a depreciation of the value of -paper, 
than from a rise in the value of gold above 
its just standard. He agreed with the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Foster), that the commer- 
cial transactions in the north of Ireland were 
carried on with gold. The habits-and feel- 
ings of that part of the kingdom continued 
the same as when both the national banks 
paid in specie, and, therefore, when no gold 
was issued, when the ordinary means of ob- 
taining it were cut off by the restriction, the 
effect was, that while they continued to car- 
ry on their business by means of gold, they 
were obliged to pay the price set upon it by 
those who had it in their possession. As the 
demand for guineas increased, they of ne- 
cessity acquired a greater local, factitious va- 
Jue; and while the restriction continued on 


thé banks, and the apprehension from inva-~ 


siop induced those possessing specie to hoard 
it op, the fact could not be otherwise. He 
thought so strong an imputation should. not 
be cast rashly upon the bank, which, like all 
other public companies, depended principally 
on itscredit, as to suppose, that it had abused 
the discretion vested in it, by increasing its 
issue of paper to such an extent as to depre- 
ciate the value of paper ten per cent.— As 
to the effect on the industry of the north, he 
looked upon that to be a question. of great 
delicacy. He could not, however, conceive, 
that it would have theeffect of embarrassing 
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the linen manufacturers in foreign markejy 
If gold were necessary in a batgain, the bap, 
gain must necessarily be delayed till the gp 

could be procured, and in all cases. of ba, 
gains prospectively made, the terms mag 
necessirily be regulated according to th 
medium of the purchase. The medipm jy 
this case being intelligible to both parti, 
no inconvenience could be felt by either, 
and whatever advance was made to the pr, 
ducer, was necessarily charged upon the cop. 
sumer. It was not sa with regard to con. 
tracts previously existing, as in the case of 
rent. There it would make a considerably 
difference to the landlord, whether paid ip 
specie or paper, while such a difference ex. 
isted in their relative value. He had risen 
merely to state his doubts, whether the pre 
mium of 2s, 4d, was occasioned in that part 
of the country, so much by a depreciation of 
paper, as by an extraordinary rise in the yy 
lue of gold, and he stated thus much g 
doubt, rather than as difference of opinion, 
He had also some doubts whether any reme 
dy can be applied, and he was sure Parlia 
ment would be much embarrassed in fe. 
straining private banks. As to the stateof 
internal industry, there. appeared to him no 
ground for gloomy apprehensions. Here 
membered, when in the Irish goveroment, 
that the constant complaint was of the dis 


count paid for specie, particularly by the 


soldiery ; now the soldiery were increased, 
and the industry of the country formed ano 
ther drain on specie, while the means of 
procuring it were altogether cut off. The 
case might be made a subject of spegial in 
quiry, but was’ not in the present instance 
fairly under the consideration of the House, 
Mr. Foster, in explanation, stated, that the 
linen bleachers were obliged to give 2s, 44 
for every guinea, in order to have gold fot 
payment to the linen weavers, and this 
amounted to 10 per cent. on the manufae 
ture, more than before the restriction, He 
should mention a fact in the recollectiongf 
tbe noble lord, which would illustrate tha 
observation. About four months ago, the 
linen manufacturers held a meeting at At 
magh, which they afterwards adjourned 10 
Dungannon, for the purpose of bringing 
bank of Ireland notes into circulation, m 
which they had failed, though the meeting 
had been attended by above one hundreddt 
the most respectable manufacturers, and they 
had agreed unanimously in their resolution, 
to remove this incumbrance of ten per céth 
over and above the four per cent, op i 
tation. This charge must unavoidably all 
the foreign markets, for while Irish manh 
facturers continued subject to it, there a 
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be no question that they will be undersold in 
‘goy market where they have a competition 
with German, Prussian, or Russian manu- 
facturers, not subject to such an impost. He 
should add one remark, that the discussion, 
though irregular, had already produced some 
advantages. Many ‘things had come out, 
-which would lead to future discussign. The 
bank of Ireland was a respectable company, 
and ought not to -have an imputation cast 
upon it without investigation, or an opportu- 
nity of justification. Another point regard- 
ed the private banks. ‘These circumstances 
called for investigation, © Much light had 
' been acquired; much more would be thrown 
on the subject ‘by future discussions. It 
would be for the House, in its wisdom, after 
mature and full investigation, to apply the 
necessary remedy. If no remedy should be 
found practicable, Parliament would have 
the consciousness and satisfaction of hdving 
done its duty ; and the unfortunate sufferers 
would subnat with resignation to evils for 
which the legislature could devise no re- 
medy. 

Lord Castlereagh, in explanation said, that 
the loss sustained by the’ linen manufacturer 
of Ireland, in consequence of being obliged 
topay a premium of 2s. 4d. for a guinea, 
was somewhat ideal, as he was enabled to 
indemnify himself forsthat loss, by drawing 
-upon his credit either at Dublin or London. 

Mr. Corry, in explanation, said, that his 
Majesty's ministers had not been wanting in 
their duty with respect to the circulation of 
Ireland, as with their concurrence he brought 
ina bill last session to put a stop to the cir- 
culation of what were called silver notes *in 
that country. In order, however, to give 
the Irish members an opportunity of discus- 
siig the subject, the bill was not to take 
effect till the first of January in the present 
year. The members from that country were, 
however, precluded from attending by their 
military duties, in consequence of which a 
bill was brought in, in the present session, to 

_ Buspend the operations of the former bill, in 
order to give the Irish members an opportu-- 
nity of amply and fully discussing the state 
of the circulation in Ireland. 

Mr. Jobnson meant merely to point out 
oe fact which would put down completely 
all the ingenuity which the noble lord (Cas- 

‘Wereagh) had employed to get rid of the re- 

_ Mark of the hon. gent. opposite (Mr. Thorn- 
Yon), that the excessive issue of paper had 
Wpreciated so greatly its value. in Ireland. 

Tf the noble lotd’s statement were just, then 
_itwould follow, that gold had risen as paper 

‘tad fallen, and 5 per cent. would be the pro- 
_Pottion in both cases. Bullion, which might 
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be coined into specie, cquld be procured in 
this country at par, and conveyed to Ireland 
at less than one anda half ‘per cent. The 
enhancement of gold above that charge, 
therefore, he contended, was attributable 
solely to the excessive issue of paper. The 
hon. gent. thought that the House should, by 
limiting the operation of the bill to a short 
period, impose on itself the duty of resuming 
the subject, rather than by extending its 
operation, leave the revival of the quee 
tion to the industry or discretion of indivi- 
dual members. ‘ 
Lord Castlereagh denied that he had fixed 
any proportion. He had only maintained, 
that there were grounds to suppose the. dis- 
count, or rate-of exchange, was attributable 
to two causes, the diminished value of paper, 
and the increased value of coin. If gold is 
coined, as it certainly might be, from bule 
lion, then must they come here to find the 
market price of bullion, This he believed 
to be above the standard coin of the country. 
To this price, such as it might be, must be 
added the expense of coining and carriage. 
Lord Dunlo entered his protest against 
the suggestion of the hon. gent. opposite 
(Mr. Johnson), that-the duration of the meas 
sure should be limited to a shorter period 
than was proposed. He knew not where 
the hon, gent. had learned that bullion could 
be conveyed to Ireland at so small an exe 
pense. He remembered a transaction some 
time since, when considerable difficulty was 
felt on an occasion of procuring part of a 
loan from this country, before a contract for 
the conveyance of the bullion could be ef- 
fected. Three per cent. had, in some in- 
stances, been refused by several monied pers 
sons, though the contract had been aftere 
wards concluded at two per cent. Being on 
his legs, he congratulated the House on the 
temper and moderation with which the dis- 
cussion had been continued, and he trusted 
that the matter would not rest there, but 
that a Select Committee would be appoint- 
ed to investigate it thoroughly. When that 
should be undertaken, he hoped that the ine 
vestigation would be general, and compre- 
hend the silver coinage; for he concurred 
with his right hon. friend, that there was not 
a single genuine mint shilling in Ireland. 
He thought that the act of last session for 
prohibiting the issue of silver, or small 
notes, had been judiciously suspended, be- 
cause the responsibility of bankers was a bet 
ter security to-the public, than the base coin 
in circulation. ; 
Mr. Alexander agreed that the silver cur 
rency was wretched, Considerable incon 
venience had becy felt from the circum, 
* G2 
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Stance that paper was not considered’a legal 
tender, and the courts even had not ventured 
to decide the question, The landlords in 
the north of Ireland insisted on gold, while 
those in the interior, in the southern and 
western provinces, were satisfied with bank 
notes. ‘If the landlords of England were, 
pending the restriction on the bank, to in- 
sist on gold in payment of their rents, he 
contended thit the same inconveniencies 
would be félt in this country, and to the 
same extent, as are now felt in Ireland. 
Another circumstance which contributed 
#reatly tu the increase of the circulation of 
paper was, that the bank of Ireland dis- 
counted at one per cent. under the legal in- 
terest, whilst the private banks, by discount- 
ing at the legal interest, had thereby an 
advantage of 1 percent. The consequence 
was, that they kept discounting offices in 
parts of the country, even 'the least commer- 
cial, and deluged the kingdom with their 
notes.—The question was then put, that the 
Speaker do leave the chair, and the House 
having gone into the Committee, the blanks 
were filled up, and the report ordered to 
be received to-morrow, 








HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Tuesday, February 14. 


Several witnesses were examined for the 
elaimant on the Zouche Peerage—other wit- 
nesses were sworn, and the farther considera- 
tion of the claim was deferred till Thursday, 
—Certain accounts relative to the issues of 
Yrish Bank Paper were laid oh the table, by 
Lord Hawkesbury ; which, on the motion 
of Lord King, were ordered to be printed.— 
Adjourned till Thursday, ° ~ : 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, February 14, 


[Mivvutes,]—Sir W. Pulteney presented 

a petition from the governors and directors 
of the Bank of Scotland, praying for leave 
to bring in a bill to enable that Bank to aug- 

iment its capital.— Referred to a committee. 

-~-The honourable H. Lascelles presented a 

petition from the woollen cloth manufactu- 

rers of the county of York, complaining that 

they did not enjoy the advantages of those 

of Gloucester, and praying to be put on the 

same footing with those of that country.— 

Referred to a committee.—Mr. Alexander 

brought up the report of the committee on 

the Irish Bank Restriction Bill, which was 

agreed to, The ‘amendments were ac- 
cordingly ordered to. be engrossed, and the 
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bill to be read a third time to~mo, 
row. On the motion of Mr. Corry, the 
committee of the whole House for’ hy 
consideration of certain acts ‘telative to th 
revenues of Ireland, which stood for tg, 
morrow, was postponed till Monday next. 
Mr. Adams brought iv the Marine Bill, 
which was read a first time, and ordered jg 
be read. a second time on Thursday.—Mp 
White presented at the bar a list of the com, 
mittee ballotted to try the merits of the J}. 
chester election. It consisted of the follow. 
ing members: Matthew Russel, Esq. ; Joh 
Peon, Esq. John Matthews, Esq. ; G.W, 
Gunning, Fsq.; R. Williams, Esq. ; Hon, 
C. H, Pierrepoint, Esq.; Sir C. Talbot, 
Bart.; Sir W. Young, Bart.; H. Shelley 
Esq.; E. Hilliard, Esq. ; Sir John Frederic, 
Bart.; David S. Dugdale, Esq.; C. Chex 
ter, Esq —The Speaker stated that, accord, 
ing to the usual forms of the House, it wa 
now the duty of the 13 that had been chosey 
by ballot, to retire for the purpose of choos. 
ing two nominees, conformably to the te 
gulations usual in such proceedings. The 
Gentlemen returned the following : Sir Ro 
bert Buxton, Bart.; Hon. C. H: Hutchin. 
son, Esq.—Who being accordingly added ta 


the list as nominees, the committee were 


sworn in in due form, and ordered to pro 
ceed to business. The house then adjourned, 





=" 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, February 15. 


[Minutes.]—A ballot took place this day 
for a committee to try the merits of the pe 
tition, complaining of an undue return fo 
the Borongh of Aylesbury in Buckinghams 
shire. The following members were appoint 
ed: SirJ.D King, Bart.; Sir W. Le 
Bart.; G. T. Stewart, Esq. ; F.J. Browne, 





_Esq.'; J. Smith, Esq. of Wendover ; Sir G 


Cornewall, Bart.; John Hammett, Esq; 
Sir Jacob Astley, Bart.; Pascoe Grenfell, 
Esq.; Sir. H. Inglis, bart.; John Bulle, 
Esq.; Lord Ossulston; Ed. B. Portman, 
Esq.—Those gentlemen having, pursuantt? 
the Speakers direction, retired to choose two 
nominees, returned the following names:= 
Sir M. -B. Folkes, Bart.; C. W. Wynne, 
Esq.— The committee proceeded to busines 
forthwith.—Mr. Secretary Yorke presented 
a general abstract of the several sub-division 
returns of the volunteers, under the actof the 
43d of his Majesty. Ordered to lie on tht 
table,—Sir Jacob Astley presented a petition 
from the jand owners, barley growers aid 
malsters of the county of Norfolk against {ie 
additional malt duties, Ordered to Jie ont 


~ 
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‘ ‘ghle.—-Mr, Windham presented a petition 
‘from the noblemen, gentlemen, &c. who are 
gbscribers to the Veterinary college, stating 
the importance of the institution, the inade- 
quacy of their funds, and praying parliamen- 
‘taryaid, This was ordered to hie on the ta- 
ble; as was a petition, containing a similar 
ayer, from the Board of Agriculture, and 
which was presented by Mr. Foster. -— Mr. 
Vansittart brought up the report of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the appointment 


a list of member’s, &c. according to the © 


st India Judicature Bill, which was read 
and the report ordered to be considered to- 
morrow in a committee of the whole House, 
—Sir Jacob Astley presentend a petition from 
the debtors confined in the county goal of 
Norwich, which was ordered to lie on the 
table. —Colonel Calcraft presented a petition 
ftom certain persons, praying for leave to 
bring in a bill for constructing a pier and 
making other improvements in the Bay of 
Carnarvon. This petition was referred to a 
private committee. —The committees of Sup- 
ply and Ways and Means were postponed till 
friday: and the House adjourned, 


I 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, February 16, 


The House resolved itself into a committee 
of privileges; and Lord Walsingham hav- 
ing taken the chair, the consideration of Sir 
Cecil Bishop’s claim to the Zouche Peerage 
was resumed.—Several witnesses were exa- 
mined in support thereof, and Mr. Cazely 
addressed the committee at some length on 
behalf of the claimant.—Their lordships ad- 
journed the further consideration of the case 
till Tuesday next.—The House then resum- 
ed, and the space below the bar was cleared 
While. prayers were reading.—During the 
time of the exclusion of strangers, Lord 
Grenville, we understand, moved that the 
order for summoning the House, relative 
0 his intended motion of to-morrow, re- 
specting the paper circulation as connected 
with the genera] defence of the country, be 
discharged, and the order was discharged 
tccordingly.—-The hearing of the Appeal 
Cause, Graham v. Weir, which stood for 
this day, was postponed. —Adjourned till to- 
Morrow, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, February 16. 








{winvres.J—At half past three o'clock, | 


the House proceeded to ballot for a commit- 
tte, totry the merits of the petition complain- 
Wgof an undue election for Malden, » The 


Fsa 16.—Minutes, 
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members chosen to form the committee, were, 
HughLeycester, Esq. ; Ed. Morris, Esq. 5 
William Egerton, Esq, ; Hon. Cropley Ash- 
ley ;-Lord George Aug. Henry Cavendish, 
Marquis of Titchfield; Right Hob. W Wind- 
ham; }Right Hon. C.. Long; Honourable 
Charles James Fox ; Lord Robert Spen- 
cer; Henry Bankes; Esq.; J. Sargent, 
Esq.; N. Vansittart, Esq,— Nominees, Ro- 
bert Steele, Esq.; Thomas Creevey, Esq.— 
Mr. Secretary Yorke said, he was under the 
necessity of moving to discharge the order 
which stood for to-morrow for the second 
reading of the Volunteer Bill, on account 
of some papers which it would be necessary 
to lay before the House not being yet print- 
ed: he then moved that it should be read a 
second time on Wednesday next.—The com- 
mittee on the Marine Matiny Bill was put 
off till Monday.—Dr. Duigénan gave notice 
that he should to-morrow move for leave to 
bring in a bill respecting Notaries Public in 
Dublin, and that on Monday he should 
move for a bill to regulate the time at which. 














persons may be admitted to Priests Orders in 
Ireland.—The committee on the Duke of 
Yorke's Estate Bill was put off till this day 
se’nnight.— Adjourned. 
[GreEeNLAND Fisnery.]—Mr. Vansittart 
moved the order of the day for the House 
to resolve itself into a committee to consider 
of the acts relative to the Greenland Fishery. 
The House having resolved itsef into a com~ 
mittee, Mr, Vansittart said, that a bounty 
was always granted to the Owners of ships 
employed in the Greenland Fishery in time 
of peace, upon condition of their having a 
certain number of British seamen on board ; 
this was done with a view to encourage the 


‘nursery of British seamen; but in time of 


war the case was very different, and as it was 
now expedient that as many men should be 
got for the royal navy as possible, he should 
move therefore, that the chairman be direet+ 
ed to move for leave to bring in a bill toene 
able vessels employed in the Greenland Fish- 
ery tocomplete their number of seamen at 
different ports during the present season.——« 
The motion was agreed to. 
—= 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 


Friday, February 17. 
The House forwarded the private bills om 


the table, and, at half past three o’clock, 
adjourned till Monday. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
- Friday, February 17. 
[Minutes.]—The following membece 
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were chosen of the committee appointed to 
try the merits of the petitions, complaining 
of an undue return for the Borough of 
Honiton, viz. The Hon. Wm. Broderick, 
R. Dallas, Esq. Sir W. M. Milner, Bart. 
Sir R. Lawley, Bart. G. Wood, Esq. Hon. 
St. A. St. John. J. Fonblanque, Esq. Wm. 
S. Poyntz, Esq. Viscount Hinchinbrook, 
Hon. J. Wm. Ward. Hon. Andrew Foley. 
J. Brogden, Esq. J. Lowther, Esq.—No- 
minees, Sir J. Newport, Bart. Wm. Best, 
Esq. The Committee immediately pro« 
ceeded to business. —Dr. Duigenan, after a 
_ few prefatory remarks, in the course of 
which he took occasion to allude to the law 
asdt exists in this part of the United King- 
dom with respect to public notaries, moved 
for leave to bring in a bill to regulate the 
business of public notaries in Ireland. 
Leave granted.—On the motion of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the third 
reading of the Irish Bank Restriction Bill, 
the Committees of Supply and of Ways and 
Means were postponed to Monday, and the 
Committee on the Mutiny Bill to Thursday 
next.—-The right. hon. gent. then moved, 
that the House should adjourn til! Monday. 
[Irish Insurrection. ]—Sir J. Wrote 
tesley rose, and adverting to the notice he 
had given of his intention to submit a mo- 
tion to the House on Monday next, for the 
roduction of certain papers respecting the 
insurrection which took place in Dublin on 
the 23d of July last, observed, that_this sub- 
ject was not so pressing in point of time as 
to induce him to urge it, under the present 
circumstances, and he would therefore post- 
pone it sive die; but yet it was of such im- 
portance that he felt it his duty to state, that 
he should hold himself pledged to the House 
and the Country to bring forward the bu- 
‘siness, as soon as the circumstances to which 
he had alluded shall have ceased to exist. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, February 20. 
[Mrinvres.] Counsel were finally 
heard relative to the Scotch Appeal, Gra- 
ham wv. Weir, viz. the Attorney General 
and Mr. Alexander for the Respondent, and 
Mr. Adam on behalf of the Appellant in 
reply. The Lord Chancellor made a few 
observations upon the merits of the case, 
and concluded by moving a proposition 


tending to affirm the judgment of the | 


Scotch Court, which was ordered accord- 
ingly..2—The West-India Dock Bill was 
brought up.from the Commons by Mr. Man- 
ning ; and two Bills of a private nature 
were presented by Mr. Cartwright. ‘These 
bills were.severally read a first time. 
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order of the day was then read for sume 


moning their lordships upon the Occasig, 

of the second reading of Earl Cholmondg; 

fey’s Estate Bill. 
The Lord Chancellor quitted the wool, 


sack, and made several observations upp 


‘ships’ preceedings, accompanied witha fey 
remarks upon the special case. — In the 
course of these observations, the noble and 
learned lord suggested the propriety of the 
introduction of a clause into the Bill, for re. 
serving the rights of the last remainder may 
until the period when he shall be capableof 
giving his consent. : 

Lord Alvanley made a few observations 
upon the case, and announced his entire 
concurrence with what fell from the noble 
and learned lord. He took occasion to ap. 
plaud the care and attention which had 
been usually paid by noble lords who had 
sat upon the woolsack to such proceedings 
as that in question. —The Bill was then read 
a second time; and on the motion of Lod 
Walsingham, committed for to-morrow fort 
night. Some routine business was then 
disposed of, and their lordships adjourned 
till to-mcrrow, 





fe — 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, February 20. 
(Minutes.J—Mr. St. John, from the 


Committee appointed to try and determin 
the merits of the Honiton Election, report 





Esq. was duly elected, and that the pelt’ 
tion was not frivolous and vexatious, Mr, 
Steele reported from the Committee ap- 
pointed to try and determine the merits df 
the Durham Election, that R. Wharton, 
Esq. was not duly elected; that the Elec. 
tion, as far as related to the said R, What 
ton, was void, and that neither the petition 
nor the opposition was frivolous ot vex 
tious, —A new writ was ordered for.Durhan, 
in the room of the said R. Wharton, Esq- 
Mr. Secretary Yorke moved that there be 
laid before the House, an account of 

volunteer corps in Great Britajn.as have bees 
placed upon permanent pay and duty sine 
November, 1803. Ordered.—Mr. Sect 
tary Yorke afterwards laid the account bts 
fore the House; which was ordered to bt 
printed.— Mr, Creevey rose to postpone 

motion which he had given notice of fori 
morrow, till some day next week, but. he 
hoped that no long time would elapse belt 





he had an opportunity of calling the setiai 


, 





fig | 


the peculiar nature of such Bills as that be, 
fore the House, and the usage of their lord, | 


ed that the Sitting Member, George Shum, | 
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 gttention of the House to the subject.—Mr. 
" Corry postponed his motion for a committee 
on the acts relative to the [rish Revenue till 
Friday next.—A new writ was ordered for 
Bramber in Sussex in the room of George 
Sutton, Esq. deceased.—The House agreed 
{9 go into a committee of the whole House 
on the Royal Marine Matiny Bill to-mor- 
row.—Lhe Greenland Whale Fishery Bill 
was read a second time, and ordered to be 
committed to a committee of the whole 
House to-morrow.—The Committee of Sup- 

ly and of Ways and Means was deferred un- 
til Wednesday. 

{Irish Bank ReEstRicTIon BiLt.] 
<Mr. Corry moved the order of the day for 
thethird reading of the Irish Bank Restric- 
tion Bill. 

Lord Archibald Hamilton said, that after 
the discussion which had taken place the last 
time the Bill was before the House, he felt 
himself bound to say a few words before its 
final departure to the other House. Nothing 
_ gettainly could be greater than the impor- 
tance of this measure, not only as affecting 
Ireland, but because it shewed what must be 
the consequence in this country, if the re- 
sifiction should continue to any great length 
oftime. If he had sat silent upon this oc- 
casion, it might be supposed that his opinion 
had been altered by the discassion which 
‘took place on the second reading; but al- 
though he piid every attention to the argu- 
ments which were used on that occasion, his 
sentiments still remained unchanged. It had 
been most clearly proved, that there was a 
great depreciation in the value of paper. in 
Ireland, and that specie could only be pro- 
sured with great difficulty and at a large 
“premium: it had been urged, thac the scar- 
city of guineas arose rather from factitious 
than from real causes; this he was inclined 
hot to believe, for it was surely more proba- 
ble that paper should be depreciated, from 
#0 great a quantity having been issued, than 
that the price of gold should have risen so 
tuch beyond its real value. Beforeshe sat 
down, he wished to mention one or two 
points to which he hoped he should receive 
a answer, or at least some explanation from 
the right hon, gent. opposite him (Mr. 
Corty.) The rate of exchange had been for 
tome time past increasing against Ireland, 
and had risen so high as 19} per cent. Not+ 
Withstanding this, it had been asserted, that 
ank of Ireland last year had given a 
Bonus of 5 per cent. to the proprietors of 
bank stock: this was a subject which cer- 
Mainly required -some explanation. There 
Was another circumstance which he had 
‘Mard, from authority on which he placed 
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great reliance, but which he wished at the 
same time to state with the greatest défii- 
dence. The circumstance to which he al- 
luded was this, that although the exchange 
was so great against Ireland, yet that the 
Lords of the Irish Treasury received their 
salaries at.par. He had before stated, that 
he did not mean to assert this positively as a 
fact, buthe thought ic right to mention it, to 
give the right hon, gent. opposite to him an 
opportunity either of contradicting or ex- 
plaining it, because, if those who might be 
supposed to have the greatest means of adopt- 
ing measures for preventing the balance from 
being so strongly against Ireland felt no in- 
" convenience from it, it might be apprehend- 
ed that they would not feel much anxiety on 
the subject. That these evils existed, and 
that they required remedy, had-not been de- 
‘nied, and, therefore, he hoped that some mea- 
sures would be resorted to; the one that ap- 
peared to him the most proper would be to 
appoint a committee to inquire into the cause 
of the high state of exchange against Ire- 
land. He lamented that he himself could 
not move for such a committee, because there 
was another inquiry which the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had expressed his intention of 
moving for, respecting the Duty on Malt in 
-Scotland, to which he felt himself bound to 
devote a great part of his attention; but he 
hoped it would be taken up by a right hon. 
gent.' (Mr. Foster) whose abilities and ex- 
perience eminently qualified him for the task 
Mr. Corry said, he should begin by advert- 
ing to what fell from the noble lord towards 
the latter end of his speech, viz. that certain 
officers under the Irish government being paid 
their salaries at par.—On this point he would 
give the noble lord the most full and expli- 
* cit information in-his power; if the noble 
lord had done him the honour to have ac- 
quainted him with his intention of requiring 
information upon that subject, he would 
have taken care that he should have a most 
distinct and’ precise. answer. At present, 
however, he wished to state, that certain offi- 
cers.from Ireland, who were employed in this 
country in the discharge of their public duty, 
were paid their salaries at par; that the 
Treasury of Ireland having money in this 
country, had given orders for the payment of 
those who were officially employed in this 
country, including himself, the Lords of the 
Treasury, and the inferior officers, who were 
obliged to attend here during the sessio: of 
Parliament, in the manner that had been 
stated. This practice had originated with 
the Union, and had been continued since, 
without any observation having been made 
upon it, With regard to what the noble lord 
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had stated respecting the depreciation of pa- 
per in Ireland, he had given his opinion upon 
that subject, not only on the last discussion 
on this bill, but in the course of last session. 
It would be remembered that he had the ho- » 
nour of proposing a bill Jast session, which 
met with the approbation of the House, the 
object of which was, to restrain the circula- 
tion of small notes:in Ireland, which bill was 
to commence its operation from the {st day 
of this year, Finding, however, at the com- 
- menctment of the present session, that the 
members from that part of the United King- 
dom could not, in consequence of their mi- 
litary duties, attend in Patliament, he had 
proposed a.bill to. postpone the operation of 
that measure till July, in the hopes that be- 
fore that time the Irish members would be 
enabled to. attend in their places, and that 
the subject might be discussed in the most 
ample manner. ‘The noble lord and the 
House would therefore, he hoped, do him 
the justice to acknowledge, that upon this 
subject he had always entertained and pro- 
fessed the same opinion. As to the question 
of the Restriction on the Bank of Ireland, 
he supposed the noble lord did not mean to 
contend that the Restriction ought to be 
taken off there while it continued here.— 
[Lord A. Hamilton said, *‘ certainly not.”]— 
Then the noble lord’s observations did not 
apply to the Bank of Ireland; they were 
general speculations applying to the Bank of 
England, and as that subject was not before 
the House, it was not necessary for him to 
enter into it. With regard to the situation 
of Ireland with respect to its-circulation, he 
should certainly be happy to receive the -as- 
sistance of the abilities of the noble lord, and 
as the subject. must come again under ‘the 
consideration of Parliament’this session, he 
hoped it would meet with the most ample 
discussion. 

Lord A. Hamilton, in explanation, dis- 
claimed any improper motives in the obser- 
vations he had thrown out. * 

Mr. Curqwen said, that the interference of 
Parliament was certainly necessary to put an 
end to this evil, which was of very great mag- 
nitude. There appeared to him various 
ways in which it might be done: the two 
countries being united, he saw no reason why 
the banks should not be united; or a bill 
might be passed to limit the circulation of 
paper in Ireland. These, certainly, were de- 
Jicate measures, and required much consi- 
deration ; but, with regard to the issue of pri- 
vate bank paper in Ireland, which was very 
gteat, he saw-no reason why they should not 
be obliged to pay their notes in Bank of Eng- , 
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Sir John Newport said, the Proposition of 
the hon, gent. was the most extraordinary hg 


had ever heard; if his object was to putastg 


to all the private Banks in Ireland; it would | 
certainly be a very efficacious way of doing. 
it; because it could not be supposed that a 


Irish banker, who issued his notes at par 
could pay those notes the next day in Bank 
of England paper, at a loss of 18 or 19 pet 
cent. But he did not agree with those gen. 
tlemen, who attributed the balance of ey. 
change against Ireland entirely to the re. 
striction on the Bank of Ireland. If they 
would look back to the years 1795 and 1796, 
they would find that the exchange was very 
high against Ireland, although there wa 
then no restriction on payment in specie, 
The cause of this balance would perhaps bg 
more readily found in the situation of the 
trade of Ireland with this country. Gentle. 
men forgot when they spoke upon this sub 
ject, the large amount of the absentee renig 
drawn from Ireland. 
the union several large loans for that country 
had been negotiated in England, the interest 
of which, to the amount of one million and 
a halt, was annually drawn from Ireland, 
The absentee rents he estimated: at little leg 
than three millions, therefore the balance of 
trade in favour of Ireland must be great ine 
deed, to supply such a continual drain, it 
had been said that the Bank of England had 
a greater controul over the private bankers 
than the Bank of Ireland had. This wasa 
proposition he could not assent to, because 
the Bavk of England had no other controtl 
over the bankers except by refusing to dit 
count their paper, and the Bank of Ireland 
had the same power. There was, however, 
a material difference between the situationof 
the two countries. In Ireland they had not 
only to combat with the general dispositiot 
of mankind to hoard specie, but there wert 
in that country obvious causes which mate 
that disposition almost universal, He did 
not speak of the North of Ireland, whett 
trade was carried on almost.all with specie, 
and the people had a confidence in eath 
other, which, he was sorry to say, was not tli 
case in the other provinces. The object df 
the lower classes of people in Ireland was® 


get’specie, and the moment it was obiaind 


it was buried, without the person so secretilg 
it communicating it even to his wife or ehil 
dyen ; the consequence of this were, that ime 
mense quantities was lost. ‘This disposititl 
had produced the most fatal effects in Ite 
land. Tenants before they would pay thei 
rents in specie would suffer themselves 0% 


distrained and -their cattle sold. They bad 


no objection to pay im paper, because MM 
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thonght, in case of a successful convulsion, it “ 
would be of no value.’ But long before the 


_ gestriction onthe Bank, there was a great 


scarcity of specie arising from its being 
hoarded. He hoped, therefore, when gen- 


B ilemen were discussing these subjects, they 


would bear in mind the great difference be- 
tween the twocountries, and not suffer them- 
selves to decide too hastily upon general prin« 
ciples. 

Mr. Foster said, he would not add much 
tothe length of. the discussion: he rosé in 
consequence of what had fallen from the no- 
ble lord, to whom he paid some high com- 
pliments. He was sorry he could not un- - 
dertake that which the noble lord had recom- 
inended to him, viz. to move for a commit- 


.{ééto inquire into this subject. He trusted, 


however, that all that had passed upon this 
anda former occasion, would impress upon 
ministers the necessity of speedily adopting 
some measure for the relief of that country, 
and he was sure it could be done much more 
effectually by the gentlemen on the Bench 
below him (the Treasury Bench) than by him- 
telfi—-The bill wag then read a third time; 
aod on the motion ‘ that the bill do pass,” 

Mr. Foster said, he did entertain a hope 
that ininisters would have expressed an inten- 
tion of taking up this subject, but as they re- 
mained silent, he felt the call upon him so 
Imperiously, that he would, on a future day, 
bring the matter under the consideration of 
Parliament, at the same time he should be 
glad if ministeds would take the task out of 
his hands. an 

(Iris mitit1a.J]—Mr, Foster called the 
attention ef the right hon. gent. on the Bench 
below him (Mr. Corty) to the subject of the 

ilitia of Ireland. He stated circumstances 


to shew that the Militia now existing in | 
-Treland had been raised under the provision 


of an Act of Parliament, which was made 
for the purpose of proyiding for the families 
of Militia-men in certain cases. Some of the 
balloted men he knew had received the 
bounties. In the month of August a bill 
Was passed to regulate and model the mode 
of giving bounties, and for providing for 
the families of militiamen, by which two 
thillings a week were allowed to the helpless 
father or helpless mother of a militiaman, 
and to the brother or sister one shilling per 


Week. The militia.was raised while this bill 


Was in force. Afterwards another bill was 
aght into Parliament, and. passed, by 


Which the father and mother had only one . 


shilling per. week, and the brother and sister 


‘tithing. He did not gay any thing upon the 


ig ion, whether the first allowance was 
we or the second too little, but he said 
Ol, VY. 





that the militia was engaged on the faith, of 
the former, and ali that he wished was, that 
some measure should be had for’ keeping 
good faith with those ren who entered under 
the old law, but who now could neither on- 
der the old or new law receive the bounties 
or subsistence to their familiés that they ex-_ 
pected. The mozti¢y for this purpose was to 
have issued in a way that was peculiar to 
Ireland, by officers who had the superinten- 
dance of that busitiess, and it was to be re- 
placed by determination of the grand juries, 
who were to make proper presentments for 
that purpose at the assizes. He mentioned 
this matter now, because unless some course 
be followed, different ftofi what the law at 


‘ present provides, thé grand juries will not 


have such power as they were used to have 
to make the presernitments, nor was there 
any time to be lost upon this occasion, the 
time was short betweeri this atid the sprin 
assizes in Ireland, which he believed woul 
commence about the 16th or the 18th of 
March: therefare he ‘hoped, that whatever 
measure was taken, it would be considerably 
before that time. He hoped that this, 
which he should call a mistake, would be 
rectified. , 

Mr. Corty obsetved, that tliis was @ subs 
ject on which there was a great difference of 
opinion in the Parliament of Ireland when it 
wads discussed, He bardly temémibered @ 
question that was more agitated than this 
had been: but with regard to any amends 
ments ih the Act, cr atiy thing that might 
be done by way of alteration iti that respect, 
lie thought it was natural to postpone it on 
til the Irish members were able to attend the 
House. Such he had thought, and did stil} 
think, the proper course in’sucli a case as thiss 
Whatever there was in this matter that re- 
quired consideration, he was sure that his 
Majesty’s ministers would concur with the 
right hon. gent. who had now mentioned it, 
in giving it the most effectual attention; but 
in the absence of “most of the members for 
Ireland, who were attending their military 
duty, he should not thinkit respectful to them 
to discuss it. 

Mr. Foster thought the right hon. gent. 
had misconceived his meaning. He did not 
desire to entér on thé merits of the case, or 


_ propese a discussion of it in the House, 


either one way or the other; what he wished 
Was, only that ministers would remedy an ap+ 
parent breach of faith, ~ 
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HOUSE OF: LORDS. 
Tuesday, February 213 
Their Lordslsips, pursuant to etder, re- 
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solved into a Committee of Privileges, Lord | 


Walsingham in the chair.—The: considera- 
tion of the claim of “Sir Cecil Bishop, 
Bart. to the Barony of Zouche, was re- 
sumed, and several witnesses were ex- 
amined relative thereto.—The Lord Chan- 
cellor addressed the Committee at some 
length, respecting certain prominent features 
of the evidence, His lordship concluded by 
moving, “ That the farther constderation of 
this claim be adjourned till the i7th of April 
next.” Previous to the question being put, 
it was permitted, with a reference to the 
convenience of parties, that some clerical 
gentlemen should be examined relative to 
‘certain registries which were to form a part 
of the evidence ;. and this proceeding took 
place accordingly. —The ‘question above 
stated was then put, and the farther consi- 
Geration of Sir Cecil Bishop's c!aim was ac- 
‘cordingly adjourned to the 17th of April.— 

ifter prayers were read, the several bills be- 
fore. the Foi, most of them of a private 
or local description, were forwarded in their 
fespective stages.—Among these the West- 
Tadia Dock nill was read a second time, 
ad orderéd to be referred to the considera- 
tion of an open Committee on Thursday 
mext,—The Appeal, M‘Call v. his Majesty's 
Advocate for Scotland, was withdrawn by 
consent of parties, and without costs.—The 
arther consideration of the important appeal 
from the Court of Chancery, Thellussons v. 
‘Woodford and others, was postponed till 
Monday next, and the judges were ordered 
to attend on the occasion. Adjourned till 
to-morrow. 








HOUSE'OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, February 21. 


This day was appointed for two ballots 
for Committees to try the merits of peti- 
tions complaining of undue elections for 
‘Carrickfergus and Sudbury, but there being 
only 88 members present at four o'clock, an 
adjournment of course took place till to- 
morrow. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, February 22.. 


Lord Malmesbury was introduced, and 
took his seat as Earl Malmesbury. He was 
introduced between Earls Camden and Ux- 
bridge» The Bishop of Clyne took the oaths 
and his seat.;—-Witnesses were sworn in the 
West-India Dock Bill.—Liagham'’s Divorce 
Bill waa read a first time. Adjourned.. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. =” 


(Mrnures.]—Two ballots stood: for thy 
day, but the one for Carrickfergus was only 
obtained.-About five o'clock Mr, Whit 
appeared at the bar with the following lig 
of names of members chosen to form the 
Committee :—Sir J Wrottesley, Bart, T 
Brooke, Esq. Right Hon. G. Rose, W 
Praed, Esq. Sir J. Honeywoed, W. Sruih, 
| J. Jekyll, Esq. P. C. Bruce, Esq. C. Chap. 

man, Esq. J. Jarvis, Esq. G. Johnstone, 
Esq. D. Jephson, Esq. J. H. Durand, By, 
Nominees ; H. Alexander, _ Esq. J. Gra. 
ham, Esq.: being regularly sworn, the Com 
mittee retired to fix the time and place fy 


the Volunteer bill was, on the motion of Mf, 
Secretary Yorke, deferred till Monday. 
The Sheriff of London presented a petition 
from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com: 
mon Council, praying for leave to bringin 
a bill to explain and amend the powey 
granted by a former act, authorising the 
tablishment of a coal market. ‘The petitiot 
was referred to a Committee.—Dr. Duigenai, 
agreeably to his notice on a former day, tow 
to move for leave to bring in a bill to fix 
the age for receiving priests orders in Ite 
land. The learned member made a few 
observations to shew the necessity of th 
measure. Frequent impositions took plac 
as the law now stood. He knew of several 
instances where, by a fraud on the bishops, 
persons much under the age required 
the rubries ordination ought to be obtained, 
He was proceeding to illustrate this position, 
when the Speaker suggested that the motion 
ought regularly to originate in a Committet 
After a few words of explanation betwixt Mt 
Francis and Dr. Duigenan, the suggestion 
the Speaker was adopted, and the Houseagretd 
to resolve into the Committee to-morrow.= 
Mr. Blackburn presented a petition from iit 
journeymen callico printers of Lancashité, 





Derbyshire, Cheshire, and certain countie 
of Scotland, complaining of the “ao 
the masters in the said trade, in taking sil 
an excessive number of apprentices as 0 


out of employment. ~The petition state 
that this multiplication of apprentices com 
menced about the year 1792—and thats 
then the proportion of apprentices tojoume 
men has been generally not Jess than as 70’ 
30. That at one house in Lancashire, i 
apprentices were reared in the course of 
years, and that during that period no mot 











incladed, were at any one time emp’ 


rit 


Wednesday, February 22,” 


their proceedings.—The second reading of 


throw the greater part.of the journeyme | 


than 95 persons, journeymen and apprentice. 


“fitior 


Ww: ¢ 
Socie 
and 

morr 


pray’ 
lish : 
titior 
prive 
red t 
jour 





SngeF2E 5. 


Ree 


te 
1 


RP aS3 s 


i Ba ee PF 


PARL, DEBATES, Fesruary 24.—Mainutes. 


re this house reared, 102 persons 
ore than it could find employment for. 


Phe petition complained of other hardships 


sofered by the journeymen in the said trade, 
gnd stated that it was a general practice 
gmong the masters to take apprentices with- 
out any indentores, and that the revenue 
fipon stamps was thus materially. defranded. 
The petition was referred to a Private Com- 
mittee.—Col. Howard presented a petition 
from certain merchants in London and Ports- 
‘mouth, and proprietors of lands in Surrey, 
Snssex, and Hants, praying for leave to 
bring in a bill, enabling them to raisea 
sum of money for the formation of a canal 
betwixt London and Portsmouth. The pe- 


“ition was referred to a Coinmittee.—Sir 


W:Geary brought in the Marine Fishing 
Socie'y Bill, which was read a first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time to- 
morrow.—A petition was presented from the 


“magistrates and landholders of Leicestershire, 


praying for leave to bring in a bill to estab- 
lish a new poor-rate in that county. The pe- 
tition was referred to a Committee.—Several 
private petitions were brought in, and refer- 
red to Committees without opposition—Ad- 
journed. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, ' February 23. 
The Earl of Arran’s Estate Bill was read 


afirst time. — The other hills on the table 
wereforwarded, Adjourced till to-morrow. 











HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, February 23, 


{Mrnvres.]—Mr. White appeared at the 
bar with the following list of names on the 
reduced list for the Sudbury Election Com- 
mittee: The Right Hon. Gen, Fitzpatrick, 
G. Shum, Esq. Wm. Chute, Esq. The Hon. 
G. Walpole, J. Fuller, Esq. Wm. Manning, 
Esq. J. C. Curwen, Esq. Lord Euston, Bryan 
Cooké, Esq. H. Joliffe, Esq, R. Deverel, 


_ ¥eq., C. Morgan, Esq. Sir W. Heathcote, 


Nominees, R Adair, Esq. R. Hurst, 

Esq. Those gentlemen having been sworn, 
at the table, withdrew into the Commitiee 
Oom to enter upon an examination of the 
meritss of the’ petition they have to try.— 
Mr, White then presented at the bar of the 
House the names of the following gentle- 
tien, who were chosen as a Select Committee 


on, the Minehead Election Petition: Sir R. 


itclay, F. Gregor, Esq. J. Langham, Esq. 


, Giles. Esq. G. Porter, Esq. J. Black- 


Im, Esq. (cf Lancashire) A: Mackenzie 





fig 


Frazer, Esq. Right Hon, J. C. Villiers, 
Hon. H. Walpole, Hon. G. H. L. Dandas, 
P. Craufurd Bruce, Esq. A. Shakespeare,’ 
F'sq. Lord Viscount Cranley. Nominees, 


Snowden Barne, Esq. Sir C.M. Pole, Bart. 


I 


— The House went into a Committee to cone 
sider of the. propriety of the motion of Dr. 
P. Duigenan, for leave to bring in a bill to 
specify the age at which persons are to be 
admitted to priests or deacons orders in Ire- 
land. The proposition was agreed to ; Mr. 
Alexander reported to the House upon its 
being resumed, and leave was given to bring 
in a bill agreeably to the resolution of the 
Committee.—The report on the Duke of 
York’s Estate Bill was brought up, and the bill 
ordered to be read a third time.—Accounts 
were presented of the number of shipping 
and their tonnage, employed in the slave 
trade, and also the number of slaves brought 
from Africa, for the term specified in a mo- 
tion which was lately made by Mr. Wilber- 
force, and agreed to by the House, Ordered to 
lie on the table.—Certain accounts were pre- 
sented from the Auditor of the Exchequer's 
office, pursuant fo a late order of the House, 
Ordered to lie on the table-—The Greenland 
Ships’ Bill was reported, and ordered tobe 
read a third time.—The Committee on the 
Mutiny Bill was postponed to Tuesday next, 
Adjourned, 








HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Friday, February 24. 


Counsel were heard relative to the appeal 
cause from the Court of Chancery in Ire- 
land, Thomas Garde, Esq. and others wv. 
Wo. Burton, Esq. Mr. Mansfield spoke at 
considerable length as leading counsel, for the 
appellants. The farther hearing of the case 
was adjourned till Tuesday next.—The se- 
veral bills before the House, chiefly of a pri~ 
vate nature, were forwarded in their respec- 
tive stages, and some private business was 
disposed of, The House then adjourned till 
Monday. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, February 24. 





[Mrivutes.]—Sir G. Cornwall brought 
up a report from the Committee appointed 
to try the Aylesbury Election, siating, that 
John Wilson one.of. the witnesses, hid been 
guilty of prevarication and contradictory 
evidence in his deposition before the Com- 


mittee. The report. having been ‘received, 

Sir G. Cornwall moved, that John Wilson 

be committed prisoner to Newgate for the 
* H. 2 * : aes 
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offence complained of.—Mr. White appear- 
ed at the bar with the List of members bal- 
Aotted for the Committee. to try the merits of 
the petition from the borough of Hereford. 
They are as follaws: James Smith, Esq. 
Sir J. Honeywood, Bart. H. Bankes, Esq. 
E. Golding, Esq. J. Sargent, Esq. Sir R. 
Barclay, R. G. Ker, Esq. G Vansittart, Esq. 
J. Scott. Esq. Sir R. Lawley, Bart. A. Eyre, 
Esq. St. A. St, Joho, Esq’ J. Atkins, Esq. 
Nominees, Sir E. Millington, Lord G. A. 
Cavendish,—Dr. Duigenan brought in the 
bill to regulate and enforce the canons of 
the charch in regard to the age of entering 
into priest’s orders in Ireland. According 
to the canons of the united church of Eng- 
land ard Ireland, no person can enter on 
deacon’s orders under. the age of 23, and no 
person on priest’s orders under the age of 
24. Thisségulation is frequently transgres- 
eed in Ireland. The object therefore of the 
bill is to enact, that whoever shall enter on 
these orders under the ages specified in the 
canon, shall be ever afterwards incapable of 
promotion inthe church, It was read a first 
time, and ordered to be read a second time 
on Tuesday next.—The Greenland Fishery 
Bill was read a third time and passed.—On 
the motion of Mr. Sargent, the Committee 
of the whole House on the Irish Revenue 
Acts, fixed for this day, was postponed till 
Monday.—The Committees of Supply and 
‘Ways and Means were likewise postponed 
till Monday. 

(Ixish Circutation.]—Mr. Foster ex- 
“ats that the sjate of circulation in Ire- 
and would have been made a subject of 
inquiry, and that some motion on that sub- 
ject would have been made from a quarter 
that was best capable of giving it effect ; 
bat as he had been disappointed in that 
expectation, he would not hesitate any 
longer to take the business on hiinself. He 
therefore gave notice, that on Thursday next 
he would submit to the House a motion on 
-that subject. 





HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monday, February 27. 


The bills upon the table were forwarded 
in their several stages.—The farther consi- 
deration of the appeal, Thellussons vy. Wood- 
fords, was postponed.—On the order of the 
day being read for the further consideration 
of the writ of error, from the Court of 
King’s Bench, Mackreth w. Askew, the 
Lord Chief Baron delivered the opinion of 
the judges’ at great length. Most of the 
judges were present. The Lord Chancelior 


then left the woolsack, and observed, that 
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four questions had been referrad to the judges 
for their opinion ;, which they had poy 
given, on the two first: If their lordshiny 
should concur with that opinion, there woul 
be no absolute necessity, for their giving 
judgment in this cause, that they sh 
hear the opinion of the judges on the othe 
two. Yet, he thought it proper to stale, 
that the four quesiions he alluded to, wep. 
so framed as to include almost every-ques, 
tion which could arise on the Annuity Aq, 
and that it might be useful to the course of 
justice, that their lordship’s decision should be 
founded on the whole view of all the que. 
tions referred to the judges, with their opis 
nion on each. He should, therefore, moye, 
that the further consideration. of this eange 
be adjourned to this day week, for the por. 
pose of their lordships’ determining whether 
they will hear the judges on the two other 
questions... The motion was then put and 
agreed to.—Some witnesses were sworn 4 
the bar previous to their being examined ig 
some private bills. Adjourned till to mop 
row at three o'clock, 


pi 


=. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, February 27. 


{Minutes.] —The London Dock Im 
provement Bill was read a third timeand 
passed.—Mr. Bankes reported the resolution 
of the Cemmittee on the Hereford election, 
That John Scudamore, Esq. and Thoma 
Powell Symonds, Esq. were duly elected, 
and that the petition against their election 
was frivolous and yexatious.—Sir M. Ridley 
brought up a petition from the debtors con 
fined in,the gaol of Newcastle upon Tyat, 
Ordered to be laid on the table.—Lord 
Henry Petty brought up the report. of te 
Committee on the petition of the Siem 
Leone Company, which was ordered to be 
laid upon the table and printed.— Mr. Hiley 
Addington moved, that the copy of the ti 
dence taken before the Committee of lat 
sessions appointed to inquire into the petition 
of the cotton manufacturers be referredto 
the Committee to whom the petition of sald 
manufacturers was presented this prestit 
session. Ordered. — The Duke of Yorks 
Surrey Estate Bill was read a third Lime and 
passed. is 

[Property Tax.]—Earl Temple sit 
that as he observed the Secretary at Wa 
in his place, he rose for the purpose of pal 
ting a question to him, on a-subject wilt 
was highly iuteresting to a numerous # 
respectable body of men, and upon thea 
swer which the Right Hon. Secretary ma 
te kim would depend, whether er n0tm 
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 fhoold give notice of bringing forward a 
motion before the House. The subject to 
qhich he referred was this :—He under- 
siood that early in the month of January 
jst, a communication was made to the 
eommanders of several militia regiments by 
aperson calling himself collector, requiring 
liststo be transmitted to him of all the of- 
ficers in the several regiments, liable to pay 
the tax upon property. for the amount of 
duty upon their pay. ‘These lists were ac- 
gordingly sent in, and, in consequence, cer- 
jain sums were directed by the said collec- 
for to be stopped from the pay of the offi- 
gers, being six months pay due upon the 
tax, from the 6th of April to the 10th of 
October, 1803. Now it must be obvious to 
the House, that such a demand could not 
be legally made, because one-third, at least, 
of these officers were not appointed till the 
time of the supplementary militia being cal- 
led out; in July, 1803, and’ their commis- 
sions, upon which this tax was demanded, 
nly existed about the end of June, or in 
the month of July last. There were in- 
stances of other officers who had been ap- 
pointed since then, and yet the property tax 
was still demanded upon them from April 
last; and, when appeals were sent in, the 
answer given, as he understood, was, that 
these appeals would be taken into consider- 
“tion, and, if well founded, that the tax ap- 
pealed against should be deducted from the 
femand of duty upon the ensuing next 
month's pay. But this mode of proceeding, 
he considered, as imposing a great hardship 
upon these officers; for, upon supposition 
ofthe militia being disbanded in the interval, 
that money would be lost to them. And 
again, as to the manner of collecting this 
fax, instead of doing so quarterly, as he 
believed the act required, officers were cal- 
ed upon to pay six months duty. His 
lordship observed, that by the calculation 
which he had been induced to make, he 
‘found that according to- this plan, the de- 
duction from the pay of ensigns would ren- 
Mer the actual nett sum they would receive 
less, in fact, than that of day labourers in this 
tity. He desired, therefore, to be informed, 
Whether any alteration was to be made in 
this respect. ‘The noble lord had, on behalf 
of the regiment which he had the honour to 


 tnmand, written to the Secretary at War 


tthe subject, and had received for an- 
‘éwer, that it was not that right hon. gentle- 
“Man's intention to interfere in the arrange- 
eon The noble lord wished, therefore, to 
“Koow, whether it was in contemplation of 


| fis Majesty's ministers, to suspend the st- 
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rangement, until, a Committee should be 
appointed to inquire into the business, as, 
otherwise, he should feel it his duty to 
submit a motion to the House on the sub- 
ject. 
‘ The Secretary at War. observed, that the 
noble Jord had stated truly, that in the pri- 
vate answer he had returned to his lord- 
ship’s enquiry upon this subject, he had 
explained; that being called upon to no- 
minate the commissioners, whose business 
it was to tax the officers, his duty in this 
business was over. If the commissioners 
should be found to haye exceeded their 
trust, the law was open to correct them ; 
as far, however, as his information reached, 
he did not think any. just ground of com- 
plaint could be. laid against them. ‘The 
tax, undoubtedly, could not commence till 
the officers’ commissions were issued, and, 
at all events, complaints of this kind would 
be heard in the usual way of appeal, so 
that there could be no more reason for the 
interference of Parliament, with respect to 
the militia officers in particular, than with 
respect to the demand of the tax, as it af- 
fected the property of any other individuals. 
He concluded by disclaiming any idea of 
interference with the commissioners. ~~ 

Earl Temple repeated, that the specific 
ground of complaint was, that those officers, 
who were not commissioned until July last, 
were made liable to pay the tax from the 
6th of April; and when appeals were made, 
the collectors had said, that a deduction 
would be allowed upon the ensuing half- 
yearly assessment. Such was the hardship 
upon the officers of which he complained ; 
and that in the mean’time an illegal tax 
was, in fact, levied upon them. 

The Secretary at War said, that he ap- 
prehended many officers had neglected to 
make their returns of income when first 
called upon; but undoubtedly those who 
had no commissions until June’ or July, 
were not to be charged with+he income 
duty from the preceding April ;and he was 
confident, that when the -particulars of 
their several cases were taken into. consi- 
deration, no illegality or species ‘of opprese 
sion would be exercised against them. - 

Earl Temple then gave notice that, in” 
consejuence.of the answer and explanation 
given by the Secretary at War not proving 
satisfactory to him, it was his intention 
within two or three day’s time, to move the 
appointment of a committee to ‘take into 
consideration the conduct of collectors of 
the income tax, as far as respected the de- 
mands made upon the officers of militia, 
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* {Hrs Mayesty’s Inpisrostrron.J— 
Mr. Secretary Yorke rose and moved the 
order of the day for the second reading of 
the bill for amending and consolidating the 
various’ acts relative to volunteers. On 
the question being put from the chair, 

- Sir Robert Lawley rose and addressed the 
House as follows.—Sir ; I rise to take upon 
myself a. most delicate .and_ distressing 
duty, by calling the attention of the House: 
to a subject, which I consider to be one of 
the highest importance.and the deepest in- 
terest to the country. © The House will per- 
ceive, that I allude to the much lamented 
indisposition of our beloved Sovereign, 
Ever since the 14th of the present month, 
this House, in common with the public at 
large, have been in possession of the. melan- 
choly information that his Majesty has been 
confined by a dangerous and doubtful ill- 
ness, It is not my wish to enter, with any 
_ degree of minuteness, into this most deli- 
cate and distressing subject ; but I can- 
not help thinking, after the interval which 
bas taken place, and after the reports of 
the physicians specially appointed to declare 
to the public the state of his Majesty’s health 
for the last two days, that Parliament has a 
right to expect some explicit communica- 
tion. I cannot but consider such a com- 
munication necessary, in order to remove 
those distressing doubts which his Majesty’s 
much deplored indisposition has created in 
every part of the country. Sir, [havea 
right to.assume to myself, that that illness 
is of the most severe nature ; and in the 
reports submitted to the public, no satis- 
factory ground of hope is held out that it 
will come to a speedy termination. Some 
direct, explicit communication is loudly 
called for, and this, as a member of Par- 
liament, I think it my duty to require of 
ministers. Upon the answer which I shall 
receive to these few observations on this 
most interesting subject, I shall be guided, 
either in grounding upon it a specific mo- 
tion, or in moving that this House.do now 
adjourn, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—Sit ; in 
answer to the question which the honour- 
able baronet has thought it his duty to 
put to his Majesty’s ministers, I feel it 
incumbent upon me to say, that I have the 
happiness of being enabled to state to this 
House, ‘that, in the opinion of his Majesty’s 
confidential servants, founded upon the best 
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information that can be obtained, such a’. 


communication as that required by the hon. 
baronet, could not possibly answer any 
good purpose; and farther, that any pro- 


ae | 


_ ceeding founded on such "nioislees aa 
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the part of his Majesty’s ministers, would 
in their opinion, be inconsistent with th — 
duty which they owe to the King, to Pap 
liament, and to the country; highly inde. 
cent in itself under the present circum, 
stances of his Majesty’s indisposition, ang 
therefore, uttecly unwarrantable, a 

Sir Robert Lawley.—Sir, I move, that thig 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. Foxr.—lI feel, Sir, that the subject jy, 
troduced to the attention of the Houseisong 
of the highest interest and the most sacred 
importance. It is very far from my wish, 
in the course of my observations, to a 
in that delicacy which it so strongly sug. 
gests, But, Sir, I should feel that I wag 
deficient in duty to this House, deficient 
in duty to his Majesty, deficient in duty to 
the principles of the constitution, if ] 
could bring myself to aquiesce in the an, 
swer which the right hon. gent., who 
just sat down, has thought fit to submit to 
our consideration, It does not accord with 
my opinions, to attach so great a degree uf 
delicacy to this discussion, as some persons 
may wish to inculcate. There does not 
appear any material obstaele in the way of 
fair, liberal discussion, and it is with such 
a view of the subject, that [ am desirous 
of laying before the House, the reasons which 
induce me to think the answer of the right 
hon. gent. altogether unsatisfactory. It will 
not, | conceive, Sir, be denied, that hitherto 
the House and the Public, know nothing of 
the lamented indisposition of his Males 
except through the medium of those dai 
Reports which have been published by off 
cial authority. By these alone can we be 
guided. On these alone can any opinion 
be formed. But, Sir, how has the right 
hon. gent. proceeded, in attempting i 
evening to convey any thing like informa 
tion to the House? He has told us, thatit 
is the opinion of his Majesty's confidential 
servants that 90 communication is necessafy 
—that such a communication would be 
decent—that it could be made the ground 
of no subsequent proceeding. On this most 
extraordinary declaration 1 wish to call the. 
attention of the House, not only to commos 
practice, but to what is the strict letter 4 
spirit of the constitution, I have to say) 
then, that I know of no such persons as tht 
King’s confidential servants., They ae 
body utterly unknown in any constitutiona 
view of the subject. I know, indeed, ofa 
body of individuals more particularly em 
ployed in the executive government, but i@ 
this capacity alone can they be recog! 
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The right hon. gent. opposite is known to 
this House as the person holding the impor- 
“tant situation of Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and other gentlemen may be known 
_-gsholding other offices in his Majesty’s ser- 
 yice, but as to confidential servants of his 
' Majesty, the fact is, they. cannot be re- 
ognized. Ina general point of view, they 
gre nothing more than privy counsellors, 
andcan claim no superior distinction. There 
js one, and only one point of distinction, 
' and that is, the circumstance of their being 
_more frequentiy called upon for their advice 
by the Sovereign. When any business of 
emergency occurs, and a council is to be 
held, they are more frequently called upon 
for their assistance, and that, Sir, is the only 
distinction betwixt them and the other mem- 
bers of his Majesty’s privy council. It will 
not surely, however, be necessary to take up 
much of the time of the House, in shewing 
that this is a distinction inseparable from the 
regular daily exercise of all the royal func- 
tions. From the moment that the Sovereign, 
from illness or from any other cause, is ren- 
dered incapable.of discharging the functions 
of royalty, those persons, described as con- 
¢ fidential servants of the crown, are nothing 
more than ordinary privy counsellors. The 
source of their distinction is, for the time, 
destroyed, and it is ridiculous to talk of their 
continuing the exercise of powers expressly 
delegated trom the chief magistrate in per- 
gon. If any communication had been made 
this evening from those styling themselves 
the confidential servants of his Majesty, I 
am sure, Sir, that such a communication 
wold have been received with all the re- 
spect due to any message from so honourable 
abody of indjviduals, and any, subsequent 
proceedings founded on such a communica- 
fion must have been matter for very. grave 
and important inquiry. But how does the 
Hoyse stand . with respect to any communi- 
tation. at the present moment? Why, Sir, 
the whole is reduced to this simple point :— 
The right hon. gent. over the way, has in- 
formed us that certain individuals, styling 
themselves his Majesty's confidential servants, 
of whom the House constitutionally know. 
hothing, have felt it their duty to. give no 
joformation on a subject deeply interesting, 
‘ Hot to the members of this House alone, but 
f0 every loyal.man throughout the empire. 
They tell us farther, that any communica- 
lion of this sort would be productive of no 
Bee Pmmeqvence, but that to require any 
“ ation at present would be equally 
improper and indecent, It .is not surely, 
‘Mt, at all unreasonable to ask, whether this 


Spition is founded on any knowledge of. 
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the present state of his Majesty's health, and 
the prospect of a speedy recovery? But 
here the right hon. gent. will not condescend 
to gratify the House with a single tittle of 
information. His answer is; that in the 
opinion of his Majesty's confidential servants, 
there isno occasion for any communication, 
and in this assurance Parliament isto con- 
fide. Now, how does the public informa- 
tion, respecting the Sovereign's heaith, stand? 
Has that information, which must beso gra- 
tifying to every loyal heart, been commu- 
nicated, that the period of his Majesty’s re- 
covery may be expected to be near at hand ? 
Have government communicated any thing 
at all like this tothe House? Have they 
said a single word as to the probable dura- 
tion of his Majesty's illness, and his. ability 
toresume the ordinary functions of royalty ? 
On these points they have left the House in 
a state of total darkness. If they had made 
any communication to the House, then it 
would have been for Parliament to deter- 
mine whether a longer pause might not be 
allowed, without resorting to any extraor- 
dinary measures. On the other hand, ifthe 
communication had not been of so satisfae- 
tory a nature, the House, in the exercise 
of its constitutional privileges, would have 
been ca!led upon to deliberate as to the steps 
proper to be adopted, and to decide whether 
those steps should be such as were applicable 
to a contingent event, or directed to.an im- ° 
mediate evil. These, Sir, are my general 
yiews as to the imperious necessity of a com- 
munication on so very interesting a subject. 
After the communication had been made, it 
would then have remained with us to de- 
termine, what time was.to elapse before it 
was made the ground of any subsequent pro- 
ceedings, and before the nature of these 
proceedings is fully ascertained. If any ar- 
gument were wanting to-prove the expedien- 
cy of an immediate communication to Par- 
liament, in my opinion ‘the official. reports 
of his Majesty's health for the two last days 
would be fully. sufficient to demonstrate it. 
Itis very clear from these reports, that the 
speedy recovery of his Majesty’ is not to 
be reasonably expected, Yesterday the re- 
port was gratifying, so far asthis, that an 
assurance of his Majesty's recovery from the 
illness with which he has been afflicted, was 
held forth, but .it was, at the same time, ac- 
companied with the declaration of the phy- 
sicians, that a rapid amendmetit could not 
be expected. To day the report was, that 
his Majesty was still better than he was-yes- 
terday, and that he was gradually approach. 
ing .to recovery. Thereis, to be sure, Sir, 
in these reports, much to gratify every loyal 
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eart; but though we may now hope that 
his Majesty is out of danger; we have no 
ground for believing, that he will speedily be 


enabled to resume the functions of royalty. © 


In the one report we dre told, that a rapid 
recovery cannet be expected; and, in the 
other, that he is gradually approaching to 
recovery. The terns are clearly contradis- 
tinguished to each other ; and, if language 
as any meaning, the assertion I have now 
made is fully established. All Joyal sub- 
-jects are happy to have such good accounts 
of the health of their Sovereign ; butas it is 
now declared that his recovery must be gra- 
dual, the question of the expediency of 
some communication on ‘the subject to the 
House becomes more apparent. It is not at 
all my wish, on the present occasion, to anti- 
€ipate what decision the House may come. 
to after a communication is made; but I 
must protest against the doctrine, that cer- 
tain persons, styling themselves his Majesty's 
confidential servants, should take on them- 
. selves the right of determining when a com- 
munication to Parliament should be brought 
forward. For any individuals, whatever si- 
tuation under government they hold, whe- 
ther appearing as Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, or as Secretaries of State, to assume to 
themselves the right of judging when an un- 
doubted privilege of Parliament is to be 
exercised, is assuming a power which no 
former ministers have ever done in any pe- 
riod of our history. Ihave already said, Sir, 
that it is not my wish to anticipate any fu- 
ture discussion. I may, however, be per- 
mitted to allude to one fact, which is cer- 
tainly of very considerable importance. As 
early, I believe, as the beginning of Februa- 
ry, a circular letter was sent to the lord 
lieutenants of the several counties of the 
kingdom, announcing that a formidable and 
immediate attempt at invasion was expected 
‘by government. I believe, Sir, if such an 
opinion was. entertained by government at 
that time, no circumstances have since reach- 
ed them which can at all decrease their 
apprehensions of danger, Since the period 
alluded to, there have, on the contrary, 
been reports which still more strongly coun- 
tenance the idea of an immediate attack of 
the enemy, and J believe it is now the opi- 
Dion of many persons, that the enemy are 
only waiting the favorable moment to carry 
their threats into execution. Under such cir- 
cumstances, I would call on ministers to 
consider, what would be the consequence of 
the suspension of the royal functions, if the 
enemy should, at such a crisis, succeed ih 
landing on our shores? Before the volun- 
- teers ceuid be called into agtion, it would b= 
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but how is this to be effected, if theré 


clamation ? It is impossible for any 

of the enemy may be. made. Even ‘defo 
we have left the place in which we are now 
assembled, intelligence of a’ landing may}, 


honourable gentleman, and to the House, iy 
what situation the country would be placed, 
if, atthe moment of invasion, the execatiyg 
authority was totally suspended ? If eva 
under any citcumstances invasion would 
formidable, it is needicss to expatiate on thy 


such as those now alluded to. But, $y, 
there are other points of a constitutional ng 
ture, which loudly call for the adoption ¢ 
some measure, to supply the place of the tem 


These are not points of small import; but, o 
the contrary, highly worthy of consideration, 
As a supporter and admirer of the constiti 
tion, Iam desirous of seeing all its branche 
properly balanced. Let me ask then, whe 
ther it is not consonant, as well to the letter, 
as to the spirit of the constitution; that the 
executive authority should keep up‘a due ip. 
fluence over the legislative power? It is tht 
undoubted prerogative of the Sovereignty 
preserve a certain degree of control over tht 
legislature, as it is of the legislature to watch 
over the proceedings of the executive pan 
of the constitution. Of these powers of tht 
Sovereign, there is none more clear than his 
right of proroguing or dissolving Parliament, 
even at five minutes notice. If this isa 
clear principle of the constitution, I should 
be gle¢ to know how this control is to 
exercised, and it ought to be constantly atid 
actively employed, in the tota labsence of the 
exercise of the royal functions? The tight 
honourable gentleman has. informed tie 
Honse, that his Majesty’s confidential servant 
do not think any communication nevessary, 
How far it may or may not be necessary, 

not a point for them to decide. This dete 
sion is the exclusive right of Parliament 
I am really utterly at a loss to know on whit 
principle this extraordinary confidence i 


require the House to make them the judge 
when the real state of the heaith of Ut 
Sovereign is to be laid before the legisla! 
—By what claim are they to decide,as tome 
time of making a commuvication so interet 
| ing to all orders of the commonity ? “Then 
is no book, there is no practice, there ism" 
principle to justify the plea set ap, of eal 
 stitating the King’s ministers, after the fume 








neeessary to subject them to martialjlay, 
power in the state to issve the requisite pp. 


man to determine at what time the ota 


received. Let me put it, Sir, to the right 


increase of this danger undet cireumstanty_ 


potary suspension of the royal funciion, # 
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called for—on what ground it is that they 
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: tions of royalty have been suspended, the 


i 


sons do determine what is most conducive 


ia tothe public safety. Perhaps, Sir, I may 
| pear a great deal of the responsibility which 


‘will attach to ministers. In no case could I 
_ gonsent to vest any set of men with extraor- 
dinary powers, from any promises of re+ 
‘gponsibility. But, more especially n cases 
qhere the most important interests of the 
tate are involved, I should be particalarly 
_jealous of conferring such powers. At a pe- 
fiod when the very existence of the empire is 
‘at stake, it would be buta poor consolation 
to think that those who brought it to destruc- 
' tion were responsible for their errors and their 
qrimes. When wesee this reluctance on the part 
- of ministers to communicate information, we 
are inclined to inquire, when the period will 
¢ome when such a communication will be 
produced. Already a fortnight has elapsed, 
§ during which the functions of royaity have 
been confessed]y suspended. Another fort- 
night may elapse, and the House may remain 
as uninformed on the subject of the indispo- 
silion of the Sovereign, as at the present mo- 
ment. In the first instance, no satisfactory 
information was afforded, and in the other 
case information might be with-held on equal- 
ly solid grounds, What I require is, that 
two Houses of Parliament should be ap- 
prised of the actual state of his Majesty’s 
Ith, and thus be enabled to form an.opi- 
nion of the steps necessary to be adopted for 
the public interest. At present no informa- 
tion has been given, and no grounds exist 
on which any grave deliberation can take 
place. It is impossible, Sir, to ascertain 
What is the limit to which the confidence 
fequired by ministers is to be carried. The 
system of blindfold, implicit contidence may 
go on from day to day. The executive 
power, at all times necessary, but more pe- 
tiliarly requisite at a moment of the greatest 
Mational peril, may continue to be suspend- 
td, What adds to the danger arising from 
this system is, that the danger which me- 
Maces the country is one which is repeated 
day to day. No gentleman can pre- 
tend to fix the period when the great crisis 
May arrive, but government ought to have 
best information, as on them this re- 
sponsibility must rest. But, whatever may 
the conduct of ministers, let not this 
House be deficient in their. duty. Let ‘us 
thew that we are impressed with svitable 
Wews of the whole circumstances of the em- 
Pie, and that nothing on our part shall be 
& Waiting to contribute to its general honour, 
‘Independence, and safety. 
|The Chancelior of the Exchequer. —Sir ; be- 
Mel praceed to notice the other parts of 
Vou. V. 
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the speech of the hon, gent. who has just sat 
down, I beg leave to make a few ohserva- 
tions on a subject which he appears to have 
viewed in a very important light. The snb- 
ject I refer to, is the particular description 
‘employed in my first explanation to the hon. 
Baronet, who introduced the question, where 
I spoke of myself and my colleagues, as his 
Majesty’s confidential seryants. In making 
use of this expression, I merely employed a 
term long used, and perfectly well under- 
stood in this House, In using it, it was very 
far indeed from my wish, to hold out, in the 
most distant manner, the idea that any con- 
fidential servant of his Majesty was at. all 
freed from the gravest responsibility, I do 
not mean to dispute the position, that with 
this House must ultimately rest the determi- 
nation, whether any steps may be supposed 
requisite to meet any extraordinary emer- 
gency arising from the suspension of the 
royal functions, or whether any measures 
beyond the common course of procedure may 
be adopted. The hon. gent., however, seems 
to insinuate, that there is, on the part of his 
Majesty's ministers,a desire to with-hold com- 
munication when it is Joudly called for by 
the circumstances of the country; on the 
contrary, Sir, I affirm positively, that there 
is, on our part, no unworthy wish of con- 
cealing any degree of information which, 
consistently with our duty, could possibly be 
disclosed, _ We are anxious that nothing 
which ought to be known should be with- 
held, while we are desirous of being regu- 
lated by that delicacy, which, on a subject of 
this nature, is, on all hands, allowed to be 
so important. His Majesty's ministers, «in 
the conduct which they have hitherto pursued, 
have flattered themselves that they consulted 
the wishes and the feelings of a great ma- 
jority of the House, as well as the public; and 
if they now abstain from any communica- 
tion, it is from asincere conviction, that it 
would be inexpedient, and that, instead of 
being subservient to any useful purpose, it 
might only furnjsh}grounds for discussions, at 
ail times to be reprobated ; but more espe- 
cially to be avoided in the present ciicum- 
stances of the empire. Weare sensible, Sir, - 
that in following this line of conduct, we 
subject ourselres to a most perilous respon- 
sibility. We are aware, that in the perform- 
ance of our duty to the Sovereign, we are not 
to overlook what we owe to the safety of the 
country, at a period of unexampled danger. 
It is not calling for too much credit, to ask 
of the House to believe, that before our 
determination was formed, these considera- 
tions were maturely weighed, and that the 
result of these determinations has been made 
* I . 
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liable. to a’responsibility, greater than ever 
was experienced. - We are not ignorant how 
far our obligation extends, and it is only.af- 
ter contemplating the subject in every pos- 
sible light, tliat our resolution has been de- 
clared. I have to repeat then, as I said in the 
first instance, that any communication given 
under the present circumstances could afford 
no national advantage, while it. might give 
rise. to material inconvenience. The hon. 
gent. who spoke last will surely not contend, 
that on every occasion when, by temporary 
illness, the functions of the Sovereign are sus- 
pended, it would be either necessary or ex- 
pedient to make a communication on the 
subject to Parliament. But, this, Sir, is the 
amount of his argument, if carried to its 
utmostextent. The hen. gent. will not con- 
tend, that the interference of Parliament is 
indispensably necessary, except in cases of 
extraordinary emergency, and I must be al- 
lowed to say, that the present situation of 
his Majesty is not one which falls under this 


general description. It has been argued, that | 


the indisposition of his Majesty is net one 
likely to be of short duration, and ia sup- 
‘ port of this, the official report of the phy- 
sicians immediately appointed to attend the 
Royal Person, is adduced. On this point, I 
beg leave to make a few remarks, founded, 
not on light grounds, but the result of the 
- most careful and anxious inquiry. After 
having collected every possible degree of in- 
formation on the subject, I feel it my duty, 
Sir, to state, that the last reports of the phy- 
sicians attending his Majesty, furnish ne evi- 
dence against the speedy recovery of his 
Majesty. The fact is, that the report on 
which the hon. member has laid so much 
Stress, was founded more on a wish to relieve 
that impatience which pervaded all ranks of 


the community, than on aby opinion that 4 


the disorder with which his Majesty was af- 
flicted was of a lingering description., ‘i he 
report, Sir, I have no hesitation in saying, 
was more in conformity to this general fecl- 
ing, than to any ordinary appearances of his 
Majesty's indisposition. On-the authority of 
those gentlemen by whom the bulletin is re- 
gularly signed, I feel myself entitled to say, 
that-comparing the present state of his Ma- 
jesty's indisposition with what it was. on the 
two former occasions, there is every reason 
to believe that the indisposition will be of 
short duration. A good deal has been said, 
Sir, of the consequences of the continuance 
of the suspension of the functions of royalty. 
No, man can reflect on this subject without 
weighing well, what would be the effect. of 
any determination which he might form. It 
is surely not. presuming too far to put ina 
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that, before we came to the resolution which 
I stated in the commencement of the i 


claim on behalf of myself and my woe al ; 
hich 


we endeavoured to revolve the subject with 
the greatest anxiety and care. The resolu, 
tion taken was one not hastily adopted, no 
stated to the House without the amplest con. 
sultation.:, It was brought ‘forward under the 
firmest impression of its necessity, and the 


most grave conviction of the responsibility 


which it necessarily involved. There is ong 
point to which the hon. gent. alluded, on which 
I wish to make one remark. He seemed to 
suppose, that if, during the suspension of the 
royal functions, a landing of the enemy should 


be effected, no proclamation could be issued 


for calling out the volunteers, and placing 
them’ under martial law. In this idea, the 
hon. gent. is certainly mistaken, for the royal 
fignature, under the sign manual, is not 
necessary for such a proclamation. But eveq 
admitting that a such proclamation were ne. 
cessary, the hon. gent. will not gain much 
in his argument. For, I am happy tobe able 
to state, that even in the event of invasion, 
the Lusiness of government would encounter 
no sort of obstruction. I cannot at present 
enter on the statement of particular facts to 
establish this position, but shall content my- 
self with assuring the House, that if any 
extraordinary occasion should occur for the 
exercise of the royal functions, there exists 


no obstruction to their exercise. Let me ime 


plore the House, therefore, not to listen to 
any proposition which can hate the effect of 


embarrassing public business, or augment. — 


ing that anxiety, necessarily arising out of the 
present circumstances of the country. His 
Majesty's servants in calling for this conduct 
on the part of the House, are far from wish- 
ing to shrink from that responsibility, which 
must necessarily attach to their present po- 
licy. | They have endeavoured to come 
bine and compare the different circum» 
stances in the state of the empire. 
one hand, they have thought of their calls 
of duty to the Sovereign, without for a m0: 
ment losing sight of the still more imperious 
duty of consulting the safety of the em: 
pire. Itis not their wish to delay any com 
munication, longer than necessity appears 0 
require, They are anxious that prematulé 
information should not be pressed for, and 
they throw themselves on the candour of Pare 
liament, subject to the gravest responsibility, 
To press such a communication at presefhy 
would, in my opinion, be unreasonable, 10 
produce it under existing circumstances, 4p» 
pears to his Majesty's servantqgequally inde: 
cent and unwarrantable,. They feel, thatim 


_with-holding it they actin a manner whic 
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their conscience approves, and they are con- 
ginced, that, had they acted otherwise, their 
‘conduct would have beén universally con- 
demned. It really, Sir, does appear to me 
extraordinary, that; whatever the opinion of 
gentlemen may be as to the necessity of a 
communication, they should endeavour to 
pres#the question of adjournment, at a crisis 
so full of interest, and so pregnant with dane 
ser, If a communication is considered as 
ani, surely this is not the best mode 
of obtaining it. It will not be denied, that 
at such a moment as this, it would be highly 
inexpedient to interrupt the regular business 
of thelegislature. If the country is in astate 
of danger, then it surely behoves Parliament 
to display more than common watchfulness 
and activity. So much, indeed, was I im- 
pressed with the imperious necessity of this 
House being assembled from day to day, that 
when I moved, on Friday last, that the ad- 
jonmment should extend to Monday, I had 
almost prepared myself for some opposition. 
The motion of the hon. baronet does, there- 
fore, greatly surprise me. It seems to have 
nosort of connexion with the question first 
sobmitted to the House, and I trust that on 
the présent occasion it will not be enter- 
tained. I feel it important that the House 
should continue sitting ; and how the hon. 
baronet, opposite to me, who is so desirous of 
acommunication being made to the House, 
who calls so earnestly for information, can 
reconcile it with a motion for adjournment; 
Tleave him to explain. I hope now, that 
the motion for the second reading of the 
volunteer bill, will be carried, there being 
no circumstances to justify any further delay 
of that measure, 

_ Mr. Pitt, —Sir ; I had not the good fortune 
‘to be in the House when the hon. baronet 
made his motion, and I am not quite sure 
‘that I now perfectly understand what the 
object of it is. Ihave, however, been in- 
formed, that the hon. baronet has made a 
motion for an adjournment, and that the 
‘ground he assigns for it is, that no regular 
communication has been made to the House 
tpon a subject which so much interests the 
feelings of all classes of the community. I 
confess, that whatever opinion I may en- 
fertainupon the whole of that critical and 
‘anxious situation in which the ‘country is 
Row placed, and a more critical and anxious 
one never existed in the history of this 
Country, I can not think that the motion 


- for an adjournment is one, which, in any 


possible view of the subject, can be either 


merce or proper, I certainly do feel, 
Mat if, unfortunately, the moment should 


tome, which I most earnestly hope will 
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never be the case, when Parliament shall 
be obliged to take cognizance of a saspen- 
sion in the exercise of the royal functions, 
from that moment I think, on -the consti- 
tutional ground stated by the hon. gent. 
Opposite to me (Mr. Fox), that Parlia- 
ment should be precluded from doing any 
act, except that of taking the necessary 
measures for supplying the deficiency in 
the executive’ branch of the constitution. 
This is an opinion I have always entertain- 
ed, and this “is the conduct which was 
adopted by Parliament on a former melan- 
choly occasion ; and although, at the pe- 
riod to which T allude, there was a very con- 
siderable ‘difference of opinion as to the. 
particular mode which ought to be adopted, 
yet I believe the general principle which 
had been laid down was universally a 
proved of. But I certainly do not think, 
that a mere general apprehension and im- 
pression, however well founded they ‘may- 
appear to be, that the personal exercise of 
the royal authority has been suspended, 
would justify Parliament in suspending all 
its other functions, unless that fact was 
communicated to them in a way that would 
render it necessary for them to take no- 
tice of it. If, however, the regular. re- 
ports of the physicians appointed to attend 
his Majesty, should induce gentlemen to 
think, that%it is the duty of ministers, under 
all the circumstances of the case, to take 
immediate steps for making a communica- 
tion to Parliament upon the subject, it is 
not only proper, but it is the duty of those 
members who entertain that opinion, to in- 
quire of ministers why they have not made 
such communication to Parliament ? I con- 
fess I feel that it is a most difficult and 
arduous responsibility for ministers to de- 
termine, how long the communication ought 
to be delayed, and at what moment it ought 
to be made. Whatever my opinion of mi- 
nisters may be on other points, I am sure 
there is no man in his Majesty’s councils, 
who does not feel that responsibility which, 
great as it must be at all times, and under 
any circumstance, is, in the present state 
of the country, increased tenfold. Look- 
ing, as I do for one, with the feetings I 
have always cherished, to the possibility of 
reaching the moment. of the complete re- 
storation of his Majesty’s health without 
the necessity of any interference on the 
part of Parliament, yet I certainly do feel, 
that, in the present critical situation of the 
country, we must count by days, and even 
by hours, in judging of the interval that 
ought to be allowed before the interference 
of armies becomes necessary. I must, 
wn Se 
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therefore, say, that it would become mi- 
nisters, well and maturely to consider the 
situation of the country, in deciding upon 
the line of conduct they ought to adopt. 
Ministers ought, and of course do know 
more of the state of affairs than other per- 
sons; they may be acquainted with circum- 
stances, which may warrant themin thinking 
that a delay of a fewdays may be hazarded; 
but, every member in this House, every 
man in the country, knows that the country 
is threatened with a danger which ‘may 
produce the most awful crisis it ever ex- 
perienced. I, however, do not know to 
whom (unless upon a supposition of criminal 
negligence) ener those persons who, in 
consequence of this calamitous event, are 
left in the situation of his Majesty’s actual 
ministers ; I donot, I say, know to whom, 
except to them, belongs, in the first in- 
Stance, the responsibility of communication. 
It is, undoubtedly, a very nice and difficult 
point to decide, what the actual situation of 
ministers is, because they are left in a situ- 
ation, for which the constitution has made 
no provision, “Without at present entering 
into that discussion, I am clearly-of opinion, 
that they being up to the moment of the 
odied inability of his Majesty to ex- 
ercise his royal functions, entrusted with 
the management of public affairs, it is not 
possible that they can be displaced from 
their situations, or absolved from the du- 
ties of their offices, until the fact is as- 
certained by Parliament. I will not take 
upon myself to say how long the communi- 
cation may be delayed, or at what moment 
it ought to be made; but, uudoubtedly, 
the danger and pressure of the moment 
may, even against men’s wishes and feel- 
ings, create a sort of impatience upon this 
point, and make it a public duty to call 
for direct communication to Parliament. 
1 do, therefore, hope, that ministers will 
not, both for the sake of the Sovereign and 
of the country, push any feelings of deli- 
cacy, and sentiments of reverence and 
‘affection, which they, in common with 
every loyal man in the country, must feel ; 
L hope, I say, they will not push those sen- 
timents to the extent of endangering that, 
which has always been the dearest object 
of his Majesty’s care, viz the safety of 
those subjects whose happiness it has been 
the study of his life to promote. Having 
said this, God forbid that I should antici- 

ate the melancholy moment of their being 
obliged, by the continuance of his Ma- 
jesty’s illness, to adopt any measure upon 
the subject; but, at present, I am of 
epinion, that the responsibility of making 
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the communication ought to be left w 
it is now placed ; and, whatever may be 
0 opinion of the conduct of ministers 


er points, I cannot believe that 

will push, to a dangerous and crim; 
excess, that awful responsibility which hy 
longs to them. In the mean time, there does 
not appear to me to exist any Circumstance 
which calls upon us to suspend all oug Pap. 
liamentary duties: until that communication 
to which I have before alluded be made tg 
Parliament (and which I most fervent} 

it will never be necessary to make) we are 
bound, by the duty which we owe to oy 
country, especially in the arduous situation 
in which it is now placed, not to abandon 
our functions, or to neglect our duties; forif 
any thing could aggravate the feelings of 
public affliction, or place the country in q 
state of real danger, it would be if any sud. 
den alarm should occur in the interval when 
the exercise of the royal functions was gus. 
pended, and when Parliameut had abandoned 
its duty, and abstained from proceeding with 
the necessary measures ; because, by: pre. 
paring for the royal assent, they might accom 
lerate the effect of any legislative measote 
which it might be necessary to adopt tp 
strengthen the country in the present crisis, 
I feel the measure which is appointed for 
discussion this day, viz. the volunteer bill, 
as coming under this description ; not indeed, 
the measure itself, at least in its present 
shape, but the subject with which it is con 
nected, because I think it may be made the 
means of giving us more substantial and ef- 
fectual means of defence than those we now 
possess. 1 do not mean to say, that we have 
not now great and sufficient means of de 
fence, byt that they may still be more com. 
pletely organised and consolidated. Iam, 
therefore, most clearly of opinion, that what. 
ever else it may become our duty to do, 
whether it may become necessary for us te 
institute a parliamentary inquiry or not, still 
that in the mean time we ought not to aban- 
don our func ‘ons, but to proceed as far as 
possible with those measures, which are cal- 
culated to add to the defence and security of 
the country ; by which means we shall avoid 
the mischief of unnecessary delay and 


diminish the evil which must exist, even 


from the interval of interruption of the royal 
functions, which has already taken place, 
If, then, there be any weight in these com 
siderations, 1 hope we shall not now adjoutm: 
indeed we ought not to adjourn, even upd 
the principles of the hon. baronet who 
made the motion; because, if further com 
munication is necessary, most unquesti 

the House ought te sit to put itself ina silt 
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ation of hearing it. If any further interval 
js to elapse, before a communication takes 
lace, still there is the same objection to the 
motion for ajournment ; because, though I do 
not mean to throw out any insinuation against 
ministers, and though they have no tempta- 
tion whatever to act wrong, yet it cannot 
for a moment be doubted, but, at such a mo- 


' ment, and under such circumstances, it is the 


doty of Parliament to continue sitting.— 
Under these circumstances, I entertain a 
strong hope, that the House will look dis- 
passionately at the present state of public 
affairs, because it is one which ought to sus- 
pend every idea of party dissention ; this is 
nota moment for any man, or set of men, 
to endeavour to obtain a triumph over their 


“opponents, The crisis is much too serious and | 
awful, The danger with which the country | 


is threatened is great enough, without aggra- 
yaling it by personal animosities or party dis- 
sentions. In mentioning the danger with 
which the country is threatened, I wish to be 


* goderstood, that, in my opinion, nothing can 


render that danger fatal but a spirit of ani- 
mosity prevailing among men of weight and 
consideration in the country. Unanimity is 
how more than ever desirable. I mean as to 

and essential measures: as to the ordi- 
naty business of Parliament, I see no reason 
why the Housé should not debate them now, 
as well as at any other period, and therefore 
itis, that I am desirous that we should now, 
enter upon the business appointed for discus- 
tion this day. 

Mr. Windham, I rise, Sir, to submit a 
few observations to the House, in conse- 
quence of what has fallen from different 
gentlemen in the course of this most inte- 
resting discussion. My right honourable 
ftiend who has just sat down, has argued 
this question, as if the adjournment pro- 
posed by the motion, was meant to take 
place. for some time, and to suspend the 
functions of Parliament ; but, assuredly, that 
is not the intention of the honourable baro- 
net who made the motion ; if it was, I cer- 
tainly could not give it my support. The 
motion merely means, as I understand it, 
an adjournment for this day.—Before, Sir, 
Iproceed any further, I beg to return my 


“thanks to the honourable baronet, who 


brought forward the present question. In 
making the motion which he has submitted 
tothe House, he has performed a duty in- 
cumbent on every member of the House, 
but one which I am sorry to say, many of us 
would not have possessed sufficient fortitude 
toperform. For my own part, I am free to 
declare, that "should have left the House 
sctrowful and dejected, if the subject which 
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the honourable baronet bas brought under 
discussion had escaped animadversion. — 
In answer to the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, I have to observe, that I have often, 
in the course of my patliamentary life, heard 
discussions about confidence, and have my- 
self often argued upon the necessity of re- 
posing a reasonable degree of confidence in 
ministers, but never did I hear it argued for, 
to the extent that it has been argued for this 
night by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
The whole substance of his argumentamount= 
ed to this : “Here we are, his Majesty's confi- 
dential servants ; we are in full possession of 
circumstances, but we will make no commu- 
nication, however urgent the crisis may be, 
and weclaim responsibility. Wecall upon you, 
the Parliament of England, to trust  blind- 
folded to us, without any othersecurity than 
our own responsibility.” Now, without mean- 
ing, Sir, any thing disrespectful or harsh 
to his Majesty's ministers, this is a confidence 
which, in my opinion,ought not to be reposed 
in any ministers. The Chancellor of the Ex- . 
chequer has asked: ‘ Upon every temporary 
illness to which his Majesty may be subject, 
will you go to the length of maintaining that 
it isnecessary toapply for the interference 
of Parliament ?” If I were bound to answer 
that question in strict conformity to the prin- 
ciple of the constitution, my answer would 
be, “ yes.” But itis very well known that 
general theories always admit of some mi- 
tigation, and, in certain cases, Parliament 
may connive ata short neglect of its duties, 
but upon such a point there must exist some 
limitation; but how is Parliament to ascer- 
tain what is the proper point of limitation, 
if, as in the present instance, they are de- 
prived of all regular information? All the 
satisfaction that Parliament can obtain from 
his Majesty’s ministers is this: “‘ Weknow 
our duty, we act upon our responsibility, 
and therefore’ you, the Commons of Eng- 
land, must wait till we tell you thatit is right 
and fit you should interfere.” Against a 
doctrine so outrageous, so dangerous, and so 
unconstitutional, I do most solemnly protest. 
There never was, I will maintain, a doctrine 
so outrageous of all principle, and so preg- 
nant with the most serious mischiefs.—It is 
one that has never before been advanced ; 
that whenever the Sovereign ceases, from 
whatever cause, to have his regular control, 
the confidential servaats of the crown are to 
carry on the government as long as they 
please, or until circumstances require an 
actual exercise of the royal authority. If 
you once admit the principle, itis impossi- 
ble to say how long the country may be kept 
without an executive government. We have 





2131] 


seen that ministers have, for a fortnight, 
suffered the functions of royalty to be sus- 
pended, and even now they think no com- 
munication necessary. How are we to know 
how long this system is to be continued? 1 
really see no reason why, upon the principle 
now laid down, it may not be kept so for six 
months. My right honourable friend (Mr. 
Pitt) does not, indeed, go to the same length 
as the Chancellor of the Exchequer: he has 
displayed his usual judgment upon this 
question ; but still I cannot concur with 
him in opinion, that the moment (though he 
admits it to be near) is not yet come in which 
th¢ interference of Parliament is necessary. 
This is the real question before the House. 
Is the period arrived, or is it not, when Par- 
liament can no longer trust to his Majesty's 
confidential servants ? Let us consider in 


what mannerand by what circumstances the | 


present moment is distinguished from those 
which have preceded it? And whether, if we 
do not’ interfere now, there is any thing to 
make us interfere afterwards, except the 
‘lapse of time, which, as my right hon. 
friend has said, we must count upon this 
most interesting subject by days and by 
_ hours.—There are; let me remind the House, 
two moments to be kept in view, the mo- 
“ment of inquiry and the moment of pro- 
ceeding. This question has been argued, 
as if the consequence of a communication 
to Parliament must be the immediate adop- 
tion of some measure to supply the defi- 
ciency of the executive government. But 
this isnot the case. We do not call for any 
parliamentary proceeding, but for an inquiry : 
and upon the result of that inquiry it would 
depend, whether any further proceeding 
were necessary or not.—Now, Sir, the re- 
ports respecting the state of his Majesty's 
health are those only on which we can place 
any reliance; yet, what i3 very extraordi- 
nary, the Chancellor of the Exchequer tells 
us, we are not to be guided by these reports. 
He not only says, you are to rely on me in 
preference, nay in opposition to the physi- 
cians, but he goes still farther, and tells you 
what the physicians mean to say. He is 
determined not only to declare against their 
opinions, but he is resolved, that they shall 
not be permitted to put their own meaning 
on their own words. The physicians say, 
that his Majesty’s recovery can only be gra- 
dual ; but the fact, says the hon. gentleman, 
is not so, ** The physicians did, to be sure, put 
such language into the report ; but it was not 
thus that their meaning is to be understood, 
They only used this lafguage to quiet the 
popular anxiety, and to put ‘an end to ru- 
? \ ; é 
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mours out of doors; but I can give ¥ 
certain information, that the report of thy 
physicians is quite short of the truth, ang 
that his Majesty is, at this moment, fully 
adequate to the functions of Royalty.” Sure. 
ly, Sir, this is to take a most _unwarrantable 
liberty, both with the characters of the phy. 
sicians who are described to have acted 
thus, and with the duties and dignity of he 
House to whom such a representation jy 
addressed. To ascertain what these duties 
are, let us see what is the fact. It is now 
about fourteen days, since the House and 
the country received the alarming and af. 
flicting notification, of the King’s indispos. 
tion. The very notification proved that the 
illness could ‘not be of a very slight or tran. 
sient nature; and, undoubtedly, the general 
opinion was, that the illness, whatever wa 
its kind, was in degree such as prevented 
for the time, the exercise of the Royal fune. 
tions. ‘The House decidedly acted upon this 
persuasion, having, by a sort of génetal 
agreement, than which nothing could be mor 
proper nor more decorous, and in which the 
ministers had their full share, suspended al] 
business that was not of a mere private ot 
formal nature. What information ha 
the House received upon the subject since 
that time ?—the report of yesterday which 
precludes the hope of a rapid amendment, 
The facts thus stated, constitute the trie 
description of the situation of the ¢oun- 
try. We know, by authority, that his Ma 
jesty is ill: we believe his illness to ex 
tend to the degree that I have described; 
and we are now told that a rapid recovery 
from this illness is not to be expected. The 
country is, therefore, in a most alarmi 
state, and upon the principle now laid down, 
it may continue in that state for any inde 
finite time longer. ‘Fhe House, in cases of 
this sort, may, for a while, dissemble its feel 
ings ; it may, for a while, turn away from 
its situation, and shut its ears to the call of 
duty ; but can.we go on in this way, whet 
the knowledge of our situation is foree 
upon us, when we can no longer disguise 
to ourselves the facts, or deny the duty which 
those facts netessarily give rise to? Ice 
tainly hope that the physicians may turn ott. 
to be mistaken in their opinion ; it is 
possible that it may beso; but still that 
nion- is the only authority the House can at 
upon. I donot know, nor could the phj- 
sicians themselves say with precision, wht 
petiod they had in view, when they said# 
rapid recovery was not to be expected; B 
they certainly meant to acquaint the pile 
that they were not to flatter themselves 


_ ‘the ‘hope that his Majesty's restoration ® 
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‘yelth could be immediate. Can Parliament, 


“ith this knowledge before them, go on pro- 
eding upon business as if nothing had hap- 
ened? Can wé, with propriety, go on at 


ai? At all events, it appears to me that all 


hess ought to be suspended, but that 
ghich is immediately necessary. With re- 


‘gtd to the b'll now before the House, no 


pcan say that it is inamediately necessary, 
though I agree with my righthon. friend, that 
thediscussions connected with it are of theut- 
most importance. With the opinions] enter- 
in upon this subject,I certainly donot wish to 
have the discussion unnecessarily postponed, 
petit is.singular, that ministers should now 


be s0 anxious to press forward the discussion, 


afer they have postponed all public business 
fora fortnight. It is rather singular to ob- 
serve the time at which they now call upon 
the House to proceed upon business; it is 
gactly the day after the physicians have 
declared, that they did not entertain hopes of 
arapid amendment in his Majesty's health. 
Tagain beg to repeat the question, at what 
period do ministers think that the House 
ought to interfere, or is it meant that Parlia- 
ment should go on blind-folded, until those 
whohave been chosen his Majesty's confi- 
dential ministers think fit to make a commu- 
nication ? I cannot reconcile this to any 
principle of the constitution, to the practice 
of Parliament, to any regard for the interests 
ad safety of the Monarchy, or to any well- 
founded consideration of the interests and feel- 
ings of the Sovereign himself.—In what fell 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer a little 


word “indecency” slipt in, upon which I 
‘cannot avoid making a few observations. 


That right hon. gentleman has spoken of 


the indecency of these discussions. I beg 


leave to say, that I have as just a sense and 
a deep a feeling of what is due to his Ma- 
jesty’s personal character and feelings as the 
honourable. gentleman or any of his Ma- 
esty’s ministsrs. In constitutional attach- 
Ment to the Sovereign all loyal men must 
eens to be equal. It is saying little, 
etefore, to say that, in that respect, I 
shall not allow myself to be outdone by the 


| honourable gentleman ; but I shall as little 


allow myself to be ontdone by the honour- 
able. gentleman, or any one else in that fur- 
et sense of personal respect and attachment 
which may be felt by those who may have en- 
Jyed; more .or less, the honour of being 
admitted to his presence, who may have 
Witnessed more nearly his private virtues and 
lisdomestic happiness, and have received in 
Vaious degrees marks of his royal condes- 
bo and favour. _On no one of these 
ds will I yield to any of his Majesty's 
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confidential servants, nor allow that such 
feelings are in the smallest degree, called in 
question, byany thing that has been said by 
me or others on the present octasion. On 
the contrary, I do think it highly indecent ia 
ministers to insinuate, that any measure pro» 
posed to be adopted for the benefit of the 
state, for the safety of the monarchy, and 
consequently for the service of his Majes~ 
ty, is or can be in contradiction with the 
royal feelings. There is no ground for any res 
mark of this sort. If Parhament did not, in 
the circumstances in which we are placed, 
call for further information, after so long a 
period has elapsed, after the information it 
has received trom the physicians, it would, in 
my opinion, abandon its duty and disgrace 
its character, and 1 should have retired this 
night from the House with a mind dejected 
and sorrowful, it no member had made this 
inquiry, and if this discussion had not taken 
place. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer,—Sir; 
there are two points to which I must beg the 
attention of the House. I rise for the pur- 
pose of denying that ] ever broached the doc- 
trine which the hon. gent. who spoke last has 
attributed to me, I said that the argument of 
the hon. gent. opposite to me (Mr. Fox) 
seemed to imply, that there ought to be al- 
ways an interference in that House whenever 
there was any supposed interruption in the 
personal exercise of the royal authority, but 
I never stated, that, if there was any delay 
on the part of his Majesty's ministers, the 
House was at all fettered in its discretion, 
or that the House might not, without any 
communication on their -part, institute any 
proceeding which the House thought fit. The 
hon. gent. has also stated that I have set up 
ty Own opinion in opposition to his Majes-+ 
ty’s physicians. All I can say on this part 
of the accusation against me is, that I have 
stated nothing as matter of speculation or 
opinion of my own, but upon the authority 
of the physicians. I wish to be distinctly 
understood here to restate, that there is not, 
at this time, any necessary suspension of 
such royal functions as it may be necessary 
for his Majesty to discharge at the present 
moment. : 

Mr. Canning,—Sir; I feel, in common 
with my right hon. friend over the way, that 
the hon. baronet who provoked this discus~ 
sion is deserving of the thanks of the House 
and of the country, and I am sure he -will 
have them for the. motion he has made. 
Whatever difference there may be as to the 
mode, there is every reason to be satisfied 
with what has been done, The effect of the 
motion has been to procure much informa- 
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tion, which would not have been given if 
the hon. baronet had not required it. If I 
understood the right’ hon. gent. (the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer) right, he stated 
‘that if any emergency should arise, there is 
no physical cause why the royal functions 
should not be exercised by his Majesty 
even now. This is a more consoling, and 
satisfactory communication, than any one now 
present could have set out with the hope of 
receiving when he came down to this House. 
Whether it be well founded or not, rests en- 
tirely on the responsibility of his Majesty's 
ministers, and 1 do hope, that as the atten- 
tion of Parliament has been called to this 
most important point, and warning has been 
given to ministers, that a strict watch is kept 
over them, the House will not be put back 
much beyond the proper time, as toany com- 
munication which it may be necessary to 
make. The only question now before the 
House is, whether, in contemplation of a 
more speedy termination of the calamity 
that bas befallen his Majesty, than any 
one in the House expected this night, the 
House will put itself forward to meet his 
Majesty on the resumption of his royal 
functions, with those important measpres 
which are most necessary to the safety of the 
country, or, by adjourning this night, leave 
the question which the hon. baronet has put, 
to be repeated to-morrow, without any 
greater chance of a satisfactory explanation. 
It does seem to me, that pressing the question 
to a divisjon, may be attended with bad con- 
‘sequences. I am sure such consequences 
are extremely remote from what the hon. 
baronet had in contemplation in putting the 
question. The only practical difference in 
meeting to-morrow, if the question should 
be pressed, to a division, will be, that the 
House will meet to-morrow with the bill 
_appointed.to be read a second time this 
night, one stage backward; but if, on the 
division, the present motion should be re- 

jected, it will be a precedent for future un- 

necessary delay. 1 again return my thanks 

to the hon. baronet, for the information he 

has procured, and I hope that ministers will 

now feel, that the eyesof the country are more 

anxiously turned towards them, particularly 

since the explanations which have taken 

place this night. In expressing, therefore, 

my warmest thanks to the hon, baronet who 

has brought forward this motion, I entreat 

and implore of bim, not to press it to a.divi- 

sion, that the minesters may feel the weight 

of the responsibility which they have thought 

proper to take upon themselves. If it should 

be pushed. to a division, I+fear I shall, for 


a 
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the reasons I have stated, be under then. 
cessity of voting against the adjournmelp 
but if sach a vote, if I should be putty 
the necessity of giving it, be construed “inte 
the slightest or most remote shadow of gp. 
fidence in the present government, J shy 
be most egregiously misunderstood, 
ing stated these grounds for my request, Iq FR 
earnestly entreat the hon. baronet to spare 
me.the pain which I should feel, if I thoug} 
there was the most remote possibility ote 
a construction being but upon my conduct 
Mr. Grey.—Sir ; after what has been jai 
by my hon. friend near me (Mr. Fox), and 
the right hon. gent. on the bench below 
(Mr. Windham), I should not have risen 
for any other purpose than to obtain an ey 
planation of an ambiguous expression which 
has fallen from the right hon. gent. opposite 
(the Chancellor of the Exchequer) ; an eq. 
pression which would have 2 dangerous ten. 
dency if the ambiguity were not explained, 
I have felt, I am sure, in common with ever 
one present, the highest satisfaction at the 
improved state of health in which the Honig 
is given to understand that his Majesty is in; 
but this satisfaction has, nevertheless, beep 
damped by doubt and suspence. When it 
was stated that there was not any necessary 
suspension of the royal authority, as ome 
functions as it may be incumbent on his Me 
jesty to discharge, the statement was quali, 
fied, asto such functions as extraordinary cite 
cumstances may render. necessary. I wish 
the report had been more large, and lés 
liable to be divided by distinctions : for] 
cannot conceive a royal authority compe 
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tent to some things and not competent to oe 
others. If the royal authority is, in fad, i ; 
competent to some duties, but not toall, Wy 
dreadful indeed, as the right hon. gent bn 

under the gallery (Mr. Pitt) has describedit, iin 
is the responsibility which those who stilt i. | 
themselves to be his Majesty's confident “ 
ministers have assumed, If they thipk the a 
royal authority in the present state of his oe 
Majesty's health, competent to some inne ello 

and incompetent to others ; they, in fact, tak ie | 
every thing upon themselves. On this ground 
itis that I wish for explanation, for without es 
explanation the assurance that has been git : a 
is incomplete. It would have been mores pe 

tisfactory if his Majesty's ministers -had bet The ¢ 
enabled to state, as a ground of the assurance theg 

they have given, that his Majesty commit : 
cated with them in the usual way; and if they rl | 
had not given it as an interpretation of Wi Sear 
report of the physicians, when the wordidf any th 
that report appear so remote from any su@ HB 57." 
interpretation. On this ground itis, tnt 
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wih not to enter into any minute discussion, 
tto have an explanation of a circumstance 
which I think most essential, 


~The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—Sir ; 1 


wasin hopes that the observations which 
ave fallen from the hon. gent. would have 


_ been prevented by what I stated, I meant 
¥ distinctly to state, that there is not at this 


fime any necessary suspension of the royal 
authority for any act which may be necessary 
fobedone. 
‘Sir R. Lawley,—I rise, Sir, to assure the 
ise, that it was not. from any motive of 
impatience that I made this motion. It was 
fecause I thought Parliament was placed in 
the most unconstitutional situation. In the 
mind of every person present, the circum- 
slances, urgent. and pressing as they were, 
‘ofthe critical situation in which the country 
stood, were enhanced by any suspension of 
the royal authority ; it was on this ground 
that. I introduced the present discussion. I 
thought the House ought to establish some 
mode, by which the discretion of ministers 
should be bounded in matters of such essen- 
tial moment. It is materially necessary that 
they should not be left at large, with no other 
limit than what they choose to impose on 
themselves. I do not desire to enter further 
intothe discussion at present: I am ready 
t0withdraw my motion if it be the sense of 
the House that I ought to withdraw it ; but 
at the same time I think Parliament will not 
discharge the duty which it owes to the 
country, and which the country expects, if, 
after fifteen days of dangerous illness, it 
does not obtain a more complete explanation 
of the actual state of his Majesty's health,— 
Here the Speaker put the question for 
Withdrawing the motion. 

Mr, Grenville.—Sir ; I should be reluc- 
fant in such a moment to trespass upon the 
House, if it did not.seem to me absolutely 
Recessary to press more materially for the 
information which the question put by the 
hon, baronet has drawn forth from the Chan- 
céllor of the Exchequer. The information 


What has been given, so far from relieving 


my mind, has excited sensations, which even 
_" to comply with the wish of the 
in allowing the motion to be with- 
drawn, will not allow me to pass unnoticed, 
¢ distinct words the Chancellor of the Ex- 
Mequer made use of were these, “ There is 
Dotat “ong any necessary suspension of the 
byal functions for any act which may bene- 
ctisary to be done.”—-Now, does this mecn 
any thing else than that the Chancellor of the 
uer thinks it competent to him to de- 
Ww 4 the royal authority was to be ap- 
on. V. 
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plied to? Am [right ? If I am not, I wilk 
spare the House the trouble of hearing me 
to any further extent. 

The Chaneellor of the Exchequer. —Sir ; 
I should have thought, that the answe 
which 1 gave to the hon, member on the 
opposite bench (Sir R. Lawley ) would 
have precluded the necessity of the obser- 
vations of the hon. gent. who has just sat 
down, 

Mr. Grenville.—I donot know, Sir, whether 
any other member is in the same situation 
with myself; but I protest, that every thing 
Ihear in the nature of explanation, so far 
from elucidating, serves only to cloud what 
the House is so desirous to be distinctly in- 
formed of; and it appears to me from the 
whole of these explanations, as they are cal- 
led, thatthere is a constant design and en- 
deavour to divert the attention of the House 
from the conduct of ministers on the subject, 
and the attempt to divert it is made only 
because it will not bear discussion. I own 
I agree in the opinion of my right hon. 
friend near me (Mr. Windham), that the 
theory of the constitution requires that, 
whenever the royal authority is suspended, 
at that, moment Parliament should be in- 
formed of the-suspension, not for the pur- 
pose of pedinaeeons 2 proceeding to form new 
arrangements to supply the suspension, but 
for the purpose of deciding whether or 
not it ought to proceed, and whether it is 
not for the safety of the country that some 
new step should be taken. 1 can easily 
conceive many cases in which, on such infor 
mation, the diseretion of Parliament would 
adjourn the consideration of the propriety 
of adopting any'new step ; but Parliament 
being informed of the circumstances, should 
hold in its own hands the power of deciding, 
and not suffer it to continue in the hacia 
of those who having been appointed the 
confidential servants of the crown, when 
the royal functions were in full exercise, 
continue to hold their functions afier the 
suspension, till Parliament decides on the 
propriety of some new arrangement. I 
think it the more necessary io make this 
distinction, as those with whom I have con- 
versed on the subject, look upon a come 
muvication, when properly made, as neces- 
sarily to be followed up with immediate 
proceedings for a new arrangement. When 
I speak of a communication properly made, 
1 do not conceive that those whohave been 
appointed the servants of the crown, when 
the royal authority was in its full exercise, 
are the proper channel for such a commu- 
nication, The proper mode is, in my opi- 
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nion, that the facts should be authenticated 
before the privy council, because that mode 
affords greater security ; not that I mean 
to impute to any one the design of imposing 
on Parliament, or of exposing ‘himself to 
the danger of Parliamentary vengeance, 
by an improper communication, When I 
dwell upon the difference of a communi- 
cation by his Majesty’s confidential ser 

vants, and acommunication by the priv 

council, I am aware that I expose atyiait 
to theanswer, that the confidential servants 
will say, there may be a ditference of opi- 
nion in the privy council from want of in- 
formation. I know of nosuch difference; 
the only real information on such points can 
arise from nothing but the examination of 
the medical persons in attendance ; so that, 
in this respect, the confidential servants 
and the privy council stand on the sanie 
grounds. Will not Parliament prefer hear- 
ing the evidence of the medical gentlemen 
at itsown bar. This is the practice of the 
House in the case of Election Committees ; 
a medical gentleman attends at the bar, to 
determine by the judgment of the House 
on his examination, whether there is such 
an interruption to his health as to prevent 
his resuming his functions in the Commit- 
tee, and the Committee adjourns all bu- 
siness for aday to give room for this deter- 
mination. I am aware that this is but a 
light and trivial subject, compared with 
one of such vast moment as that now under 
consideration ; but if it is right that the 
practice should be instituted and adhered 
to, even in trivial things, I cannot conceive 
it right to abandon it in matters of the 
greatest moment. Upon the whole,~ I can- 
not help giving it as my opinion, that this 
question ought not to be a question of con- 
fidence. It is the duty of Parliament to 
have information of the state of his Ma- 


jesty’s health from the best authority, in- - 


stead of having it from those who style 
¢hemselves his Majesty’s confidential ser- 
vants, and who give the information in 
different words from the best authority. 
The proper course has not been adopted. 
f proper information had been given, there 
is no doubt that every person in the House 
would have proceeded with the highest de- 
gree of temper and moderation ; and would 
not the people be better satisfied, when 
the Rarliament was informed of what it 
was entitled and bound to know, and when 
i was attentive to the duty which it was 
0 exercise upon that information ?—The 
question was now put on the motion for 
adjournment, and negatived without a di- 
vision. The question was then put on the 
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original motion for the second reading of 
the Volunteer Consolidation Bill, ' 
[Vo.runtrzeer ConsouipaTion Bry} ; 
—Mr. Grenville said, that his Majesty; 
ministers having determined to give 
House the liberty of resuming the debate. 
which they themselves had thought proper 
so long to suspend, it became his daty g 
offer such remarks as occurred to him og 
the proposed second reading, When the 
bill had been introduced by the Secretary of 
State, a good deal was'said of the hopes 
which were entertained of temper and im 
partiality in the discussion, and as a motiyg 
of inducement to that temper and im. 
partiality, the importance of the measure 
was dwelt upon, and an appeal was made 
to the feelings of the House, as to the duty 
of being impartial ona measure, which the 
right hon. Secretary represented as so eg 
sential to the country, That appeal had 
obtained due attention from all those tp 
whom it was directed. It was impussible, 
indeed, to look to the situation of the coun. 
try, without being penetrated with the ne 
cessity of discussing, with temper, every 
great measure proposed for its defence, 
if it were not for that situation, it weal 
not now be necessary for him to take 
up the time of the House. The danger 
of invasion was such, as it was not neces 
sary for him todwell upon. If the coun 
was on the day of invasion, to calculate 
every thing that had been done for its pte, 
servation, he was at a loss to conceive, how 
the present ministers could be justified, 
Had every step that had been taken been 
applied in the best manner to secure the 
country? However happy the man would 
be who: could persuade himself of the af 
firmative, he could not envy his feel 
if they be founded on the passing 
the bill now before the House. In a: 
verting to the papers he had moved for, te 
lative to what was called the volunteer 
system, he should briefly notice the poin 
which seemed to him most worthy of al 
tention. Much difference of opinion Be, 
vailed on the employment of the volt 
teers. He was one of those who were nol 
against the volunteers in one sense, nor{ot 
them in another. He was there aa 
for these two general distinctions. 
was for the volunteers, because he thou 
the true and genuine British spirit called 
forth by pressing danger, a necessary it 
gredient in the foree and defence of fh 
country. He would say more, that 
an array of that spirit may be mad@# 
with the aid of a proportionate ree 


an 


army, would make this country impregnt 
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ple to any force that could be sent te at- 
tack it. In that sense, he was for the vo- 
Yunteers. If, on the other hand, he was 
told that. it was impossible to look forward 
to any a increase of the regular army, 
as had been said by the Secretary of State, 
in opening this business, and that thence 
it wag inferred, that the volunteer force 
should be made as nearly as possible a 
regular force, he conceived the object un- 
altainable, and he thought the attempt to 
attain it could have no other effect than 
to exhaust the volunteer spirit; and to 
husband this spirit, which was the spirit 
of the country, was as necessary as to hus- 
band its finances. If he were to enter 
intothe grounds of those opinions, his dif- 
ficulty would be, how to ground upon the 
mesent bill any large or general view of 
BP colantecs force. The Secretary of 
State, in introducing the bill, told the House, 
that two things were to be done by it; 
first, that the exemptions were to be as- 
similated, viz. : those from the Militia and 


those from the Army of Reserve; secondly, 
toresenact what was and is already law, 
indtherefore unnecessary to be re-enacted, 
unless it were for the purpose of adding 
the condition of another resignation, the 


right of resigning. 


A bill confined to 
these two objects, would not admit of any 
latge or comprehensive view of what was 
talled the volunteer system, of such a view 
asitwas the duty of the House fo enter- 
tain, and till it was entertained the House 
would not have done its duty. He should 
content himself at present, with a few re- 
marks on what had obtained the title of 
the volunteer system ; and he should ap- 
peal to the candour of every member of 
the House, and that of the country, whe- 
ther, when ministers had given the assu- 
fance, that during the recess, they would 
devote their utmost attention to the perfec- 
tion of the volunteer system; he would ap- 
peal, and ask, whether it was possible, 
that a measure requiring so much labour 
ad attention, could be perfected by the 
present bill? No five persons were of the 
same Opinion on this, which was called a 
ystem, as those who were called upon 
execute it well knew. For the purpose 
of understanding what was called the vo- 
iteer system, he had taken the liberty of 
moving for copies of the letters addressed 
to the lords lieutenant, Even in the con- 
facted view of the system which the bill 
imposed upon the House, the contradictions 
mich. appeared from the papers on the 
could not fail to make an impres- 


tion, This afforded grounds for. the r¢- 
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marks which he was about to offer, and 
which he found it difficult to arrange. He 
should first observe on the letter of Lord 
Hobart of the 2zoth of June, with-holding 
the exemptions from the ballots. It was 
easy to conceive the natural course to be 
observed in calling forth British spirit, But 
in the course followed by his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters, fear, hope, and appeals to the ge- 
nerosity of the people followed each other 
in the most extraordinary succession, with- 
out co-operating to any one possible result. 
Lord Hobart’s first letter BAY say that 
there was to be no exemption from ballot, 
except for certain descriptions of volun- 
teers. From that it was supposed that there 
was some principle that was acted upon. In 
the part of the country he lived in, and he 
was sure the same disinterestedness pre- 
vailed in other parts, there was no expec- 
tation of any exemptions ; at least, the men 
were ready to come forward without any, 
Consequently, the effect of granting the 
exemptions, was, without procuring any 
real advantage with respect to the volunteer 
forces, to cripple the Militia and the Army 
of Reserve. When government had, in the 
first place, procured as many volunteers as ° 
they could obtain, they suddenly put a stop 
to the acceptance of offers, whenthey found 
that the exemptions, unnecessarily given, 
left no men for the ballot.—The next point 
in the papers was the indemnification for 
property taken by the enemy or lost. In 
that paper there was a paragraph well 
worthy of attention, In order to animate 
the inhabitants where the descent should 
be made, it was said, that it must, at the 
same time, be understood, that no indem- 
nification was to be made for the property 
of such persons as were of age to aid the 
public service, and whose names were not 
on the roll, either as drivers, pioneers, 
guides, &c.—Another point extremely in- 
teresting, that of the election of officers, 
had undergone a very useful discussion on 
the day on which the bill was introduced, 
The view was, whether the right existed ; 
another, whether if it did exist, it was pru- 
dent to continue it. The Secretary of State 
had clearly explained, that the right was at 
first exercised, but that he would have 
thought it his duty, if it were afterwards 
insisted upon, to advise his Majesty to re- 
fuse the services of the corps so insisting. 
The noble Lord (Castlereagh) who follow- 
ed the Right hon. Secretary, on that occa- 
sion, with some little difference, maintain- 
ed the same principle. But, in opposition 
to this, there were the public orders for the 
oe o¢ of the pioneer corps, in which 
*K2 
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it was established, that no corps should con- 
sist of less than 25, nor more than 75, 
that they should recommend their own lead- 
ers;.and, when the corps amounted.to 50, 
they were to havea captain in addition 
to the leader. The next point was, the 
inconsistency of government in increasing 
the volunteer force, by the acceptance of 
offers in every possible case, In the first 
instance, the volunteer force was to be in- 
creased by all possible means, where it had 
not reached a certain extent ; a few lines 
below, it was mentioned by way of encou- 
ragement, that 25 firelocks were deemed 
sufficient for drilling 100 men. No expla- 
nation had yet been given of the omission 
of ministers to provide arms. If we had 
been taken by surprise, there would have 
been some excuse ; but his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters had seen all along the continued of- 
fences of the French government, and they 
had themselves commenced the war in con- 
sequence. Under these circumstances there 
was no excuse for not having the arsenals 
properly supplied. It could not have been 
regarded as asymptom of hostility by the 
French government to hare the arsenals 
thus supplied.—The object of his Majesty’s 
ministers, with respect to the volunteer 
force, should have been to increase it as 
-much as possible, without interfering with 
the ballots: not thinking of the probability 
of this interference in the outset, they found 
themselves embarrassed by it when they 
were not aware.—-The right hon. gent. then 
proceeded to observe upon the circular 
letter of the 28th Sept. to the lords lieu- 
tenants of the counties, respecting the ex- 
emptions ; wherein it is expressly stated, 
that if any members of the corps shall neg- 
lect to attend at the proper times and 
places of muster, and exercise, then such 
members shall not be entitled to the exemp- 
tions allowed by the act, and to which 
members regularly attending, are justly 
entitled. By this letter it was manifest, 
that the system upon -which ministers 
built so much faith, was full of incongruities 
and inconsistencies, or-it could not have 
_ been necessary for thert. hon.Sec. to resort to 
that mode of explaining the meaning of 
the intention of the legislature. He then 
referred to the opinion given by the At- 
torney general upon the subject of fines, 
which opinion was directly the reverse of 
that which the expounders of the law had 
delivered into the court of King’s Bench, and 
which latter opinien, to the understanding 
and common sense of every person, must 
appear perfectly just. It served to shew the 
incapacity of ministers, and also the error 
into which the learned gent. had fallen, 
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when boldly giving his exposition of th 
wise acts.—He then alluded to the Crection 
of beacons in the different maritime com, 
ties, and observed; that, even in that 
ministers had shewn similar incapacity, Jy 
one county in particular, not less than fog 
different orders were given ; first, to ereg 
the beacon : well, that was very property 
be done, but then came the question 
“‘ who is to pay for the erection ?” a refs, 
rence in that respect was given tothe county, 
they refused, and the persons employed wer 
then directed to apply to the general of the 
district, who was not apprized of the map. 
ner in which the correspondence was to be 
maintained ; so negligent had government 
been of the ordinary language in which 
these communications were to be carried on! 
Then came a question, in what manner the 
beacon was to be erected ? To this no answer 
had been given.—The next point, which he 
considered as one of very material import 
ance, and to which some.allasion had beep 
made on the introduction of the bill, re. 
spected the days of exercise, which he m- 
derstood to be 85. The letter of the 14h 
of Jan. 1804, stated that adjutants, serjeant 
majors, &c. were to be employed in training 
the men, for which service they were to be 
remunerated with permanent pay, and the 
pay to be guaranteed to them, as the right 
on. Secretary's letter expressly states, by 
his Majesty's confidential servants, thereby 
making themselves the sole executive power 
of the country.—The right hon. gent. then 
adverted. to the letter of the 1st of Feb: de. 
scribing the apprehensions of government 
respecting an immediate attack from th 
enemy, and containing the opinion of his 
Majesty’s law advisers. From the genera 
contents of that letter, he inferred, ‘that 
when once a volunteer had disclaimed the 
exemptions to which he might be entitled, 
he could not at any subsequent period claim 
them ; thereby conveying to the mass of the 
volunteers, that in case they disobeyed the 
opinions and wishes of government, eve 
though under the sanction of the law,% 
settled by the court of King’s Bench, thea 
the seryices of such corps might be discon 
tinued at the option of his Majesty's mini» 
ters. Having at some length critically and 


‘minutely examined the difterent bearingsd 


the acts, and the letters as connected wilh 
these acts, and pointed out what he 

dered as the deficiencies and defects, the 
right hon. gent. concluded with recoil 


“mending the subject to the serious attention 


of the House, and expressing an intentia 
of moving fora committee to enquire il 
the whole of the yolunteer system. 
- Lord Ossu/ston spoke at some length ape 
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165] 
the subject, but in so low a tone of voice, 
From what 
wecould indistinctly collect, he seemed to 
approve of the system in general. 
el Secretary Yorke complimented the 
noble lord upon the acquisition which the 
House would obtain from his talents. He 
tly agreed with the right hon. gent. 
Mr. Grenville), that the introduction of 
the bill would afford an opportunity to dis- 
cuss the great question of the volunteer sys- 
tem in all its branches, and which discus- 
sion no one would be more anxious to meet 
than himself. Though he agreed in this 
tticular, he must express his difference 
ofopinion with the right hon. gent. as to 
the application of his speech to the bill now 
before the House. He had paid great atten- 
tion to that speech, and could not distinguish 
any one part which he could adapt to the 
pill, until he came towards the conclusion, 
He, therefore, should not follow the right 
hon. gent. through the windings and turn- 
ings which he had taken to arrive at the 
point, but proceed to that point immediately ; 
and he must take occasion to lament that the 
House had been so often troubled upon the 
occasion: The greater part of the right hon, 
gentleman's speech, was composed of hyper- 
citicisms upon a variety of circular letters, 


‘which did not apply in the least to the pre- 


sent bill. He would merely state the out- 
line of it to call gentlemen's attention back, 
and then he trusted it would be suffered to 

toacommittee, where every one would 

ve an opportunity of delivering his opi- 
tion, and strike out any thing which might 
eventually contribute to the general per- 
fecting of the measure. The right hon. 
geot. had been arguing, as if he conceived 
the bill was introduced as one compleatly 
perfect, and adapted to answer every pur- 
pose for which it was intended. It certainly 
was not so introduced. It was impossible 
oi a subject of such great and serious 
moment that it could be rendered perfect all 
tt once. He had never considered it so, 
Time, experience, and attention were the 
best ingredients to make it perfect. The 


Tight hon. gent. had stated, that be- 


fore the recess, ministers had promised to 
l-Consider the subject fully. Undoubtedly, 
itch a promise was made, and had been act- 
tdapon, but then it did not of necessity im- 
py adirect and positive pledge to bring a 
Measure forward, which, in its formation, 
thould be perfectly new. Every attention had 
0 given on his part ; and, the more he 
considered, the more he was convinced, that 
theless he attempted to do towards making 
™’ Measure perfect the better, as it could 
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only be perfected from the united efforts of 
the whole House. The right hon. gent. 
in his view ofthe subject, seemed to take 
two leading features, namely, with respect 
to the exemptions and the right of resigna- 
tion; to the latter, some very material 
doubts were entertained. These doubts it 
was the chief object of the present bill to do 
away; and also by a consolidation of the other 
existing laws relative to the volunteers, to 
clear up any misapprehension upon the sub- 
ject, and get rid of those verbal incongruities 
of which he now so strenuously complained. 
— With respect to the papers to which he had 
alluded being “the system of the volun- 
teers,” he could assure the right hon. gent. 
that no such title had been given by govern- 
ment. The only passage in the right hon. 
gentleman's speech which referred to the bill, 
was that in which he stated, that he con- 
ceived the better plan to be adopted would 
be to postpone the further consideration of 
the measure, in order to give an opportu- 
nity for forming a committee of inquiry, to 
examine into the system in general,, and 
thereon might be founded a new bill, pre- 
ferable, in every respect, to the present one, 
and calculated to provide for the defence 
and security of the kingdoms.—This, how- 
ever, in his opinion, would be an unneces- 
sary postponement, because, if the present 
system is radically bad, then it must operate 
as a good reason with gentlemen to propose 
another, which might be done without the 
trouble of forming acommittee. Under- 
standing, however, the right hon. gent. to 
be friendly to the system in general, he 
should not advert to the arguments which 
had formerly been used, but merely con- 
fine his observations to the institution of the 
system, and he must take occasion to ob- 
serve, that he had never said the regular ar- 
my could not be augmented ; on the con- 
trary, he thought it might admit of consi- 
derable augmentation; all that he meant to 
assert, when speaking on the subject for- 
merly, was, that the present time was not 
favourable for such an augmentation, when 
the relative situation of France and the rest 
of Europe was considered, The militia of 
Gt. Britain at present consisted of 90,000 
men, that of Ireland of 18,000 only, last 
war 28,000. No augmentation in the mi- 
litia could take place, considering the dis- 
brie of what is termed the regular forces, 

is Majesty’s government, therefore, was of 
opinion, that in order to complete the de» 
fence of the kingdom, a compulsory or vo-« 
luntary system should be resorted to. The 
latter was resorted to; and it would be in the 
recollection of every gent., that at the time 
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it was first resorted to, no proposition met 
with such general support. The House ap- 
proved of it, and awarded its thanks to the 
volunteers, both at the end of the last war, 
and previous to the late recess, on the mo- 
tion of an hon, gent. (Mr. Sheridan), not 
now in his place, He merely mentioned 
this, to shew, that the right hon, gent. did 
not discountenance, or very highly blame the 
system. There were two descriptions of vo- 
lunteers, namely, those trained and exercised 
under the compulsory clauses included in the 
first class; and, 2dly, those formed under the 
acts originally framed upon the sibject. 
This distinction, however, would be obvi- 
ously seen, that in case of actual invasion, 
or the appearance of the enemy upon the 
coast, those enrolled as volunteers would be 
liable to serve the same as the first class, 
which class would, upon vacancies arising 
. in the regiments of the line, be turned over 
to fill up these vacancies, as his Majesty 
might think fit. Volunteers of the former 
description, therefore, could not be entitled 
to exemptions claimed by the latter, He 
would ask gentlemen whether so large a 
number as that composing the present volun- 
teer force could be got together, without 
producing considerable dissatisfaction, upon 
the terms which some were inclined to sup- 
pose? It never was the intention of go- 
vernment that the class alluded to should be 
entitled to the exemptions further than from 
service in the militia.—With respect to the 
exemptions from the army of reserve, to 
which the right hon. gent. had adverted, it 
was never in the contemplation of his Ma- 
jesty’s government, and had been so expressly 
stated, that no volunteers entering subse- 
quent to the 22d June, should be exempt 
from the ballot for the army of reserve, but 
those who entered bond fide previous to that 
period, were to be entitled to the exemptions. 
The doubts-entertained were, whether or not 
these corps having been accepted under the 
general provisions of the defence acts, were 
taken out of the provisions by the subsequent 
volunteer act. This question was submitted 
for the consideration and opinion of his Ma- 
jesty’s law officers. He had tu congratulate 
the House that upwards of 500,000 men 
entered of the first class, of the ages from 
T7 to 45, unmarried ; when once a man en- 
tered the volunteer corps he would be much 
more likely to make a good soldier. Nay, 
the volunteer system so far from being inju- 
rious, was advantageous to the recruiting ser- 
vice in general. In proof of this, he in- 
stanced two corps, the Norwich, and the 
St. George's volunteers, from both of which 
the military habits acquired by the men had 
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induced them to inlist in the regulars, ing’ 


far greater proportion thari the same numb 
of men otherwise would have done, durin 
both the last and present war. From th 
St. George's corps, from 11th March, 1795, 
to 1801, out of 600, or at most 780 men, 
94 had entered the navy, and 337 into othe 
regiments. During the present war, from 
the same corps, 40 had already inlisted; 80, 
of the Norwich corps, consisting of 34 
25 had, during this war, already entered the 
army. He mentioned this to shew thatthe 
volunteer system did not retard the recruit 

the army of reserve. -- With. respect tote 
election of officers on which some strangg 
opinions had been formed, the right hog, 


gent. seemed to think there were two points . 


presented thernselves ; 1st, as to the matte 
of right in the first formation ef the 

to elect their own officers ; and, 2dly, in’ cag 
of vacancy, the right to supply that vacancy 
by ballot. The. right hon. gent. must haye 
completely mistaken him, tf he supposed 
that, on a former occasion, he had even at. 
mitted either the one claim or the other, tf 
had never been recognised by any act of the 
legislature, nor was it in fact the intentiog 
of government to give that right. No such 
faith had been pledged, in this instance ; bat 
where it occurred it ought to be considered 
on the part of government as sacred, It 
was a totally different thing from the fitt 
formation of the corps, and their subsequent 
efficacy as a military body. In the first ins 
stance, it might be requisite to allow them 
to present officers for the approval of the co: 
lonel commandant, by him to be transmitted 
to the lord lieut. of the county, from thence 
to the Sec. of State, and from him to the 
throne, for the approval of his Majesty. Th¢ 
impolicy of canvassing for the eleetion of 
Officers would be obvious. Suppose the 


corps were called out into actual service, 


and a vacancy of 3 or 4 officers in each corps 
was to arise, the time that would be takenup 
in canvassing and balloting to supply the va 
cancies would be of the greatest detriment 
to the service. In fatt, the point of practice 
in this particular had been completely settled, 
there was, consequently, in his opinion, 10 
necessity for going into the discussion. The 
right hon. gent. then adverted to the obset- 
vations made by Mr. Grenyille, with respect 
to the arms for the use of the voluntect 
and contended that if any gentleman tho 


blame imputable to government for not mille 


ing a better provision in that respect, iit 
same degree of blame would attach upon it 
government during the last seven yeais@ 
the late war. In order to shew that his 
jesty's present government’ were more 
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thealért, and provided better for the defence 
of the kingdoms he would state a list of the 
quantity of arms in the Tower, and the se- 
geral out ports, for several years past. In 
1755, previous to the breaking out of the 
years war, there was 36,098 stand of 

@ arms in the Tower, &c.: in 1775, du- 
ring the American war, 98,488: in 1783, 
at the conclusion of the war, 94,786: in 
1790, during the Spanish armament, 92,131: 
ip 1793, commencement of the French war, 
§3,482 : and in 1803, at the commencement 
of the present war, no less than 320,246 
stand of arms ; he did not state this to shew 
guy superior attention of the ordnance de- 
t, but merely to prove that govern- 

ment had not been remiss. With respect 
tothe number of arms delivered out :—In 


_ fhe beginning of 1803, there were delivered 


oot 101,034 stand of arms, and up to the 
ath of Feb. of the present year (the day on 
which he was speaking). the quantity of 
905,426 stand of arms, exclusive of pikes, 
kc, amounting to 18,000, Of this number 
217,196 were delivered to the volunteers of 
Great-Britain, and 32,051 to those of Ire- 
land, A very considerable portion of arms 
had been furnished at the expense of the 
volunteers themselves; and from the best 
information which he could gain, upwards 


‘of 250,000 fire arms had been provided, for 


adding to the general defence of the country. 
Every thing on the part of government had 
been done which wa: practicable.—He then 
took notice of the letter alluded to by the 
tight hon. gent. as to the resignations. He 
did not mean todefend or speak in favour 
of the style, for it was written by himself; 
bathe wished to explain to the House, that 
he meant they should be dismissed from 
their corps, as a punishment for not having 
done their duty in such a manner as they 
aight to have done. He might, perhaps, 
beasked, why, if he thoughtso, he had so 
industriously circulated the opinion of the 


‘Attorney General ? His answer to this was, 


that a. difference of opinion having arisen 
intbe minds of many on this subject, it had 
been deemed necessary to take the legal epi- 
tion of his Majesty's great law-officers, the 
Attorney and Solicitor General ; and these 
, after a mature consideration, 
thought, that from the nature of the contract, 

d the tenor of the several acts of Parlia- 
ment, the volunteers could not resign at their 
wa, will and pleasure. As soon as these 
Qpitions were received, he thought it then 
Mmmediately became his duty to circulate 
A widely as possible, both for the be- 

it of the volunteers, and the justices, 
Who. were liable to be called on to act in 
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many cases when fines were fixed, to be 
levied by them; and under such circumstan- 
ces, he would be glad to know what any 
gent, would have said to him, in case he 
had not circulated them antecedent to the 
recess ? The meeting being very short, it 
was desirable to avoid all differences as to the 
volunteer services, Since then, the opinion 
of the King’s Bench had decided. that the 
volunteers had at present a right to resign, 
but that when called out there could be no 
doubt they were bound to serve.— He said, 
that on the subject of beacons, the lords- 
lieutenants communicated with the generals 
of the district in the maritime as well as 
the inland counties; and the generals of 
districts with those, who were -to carry 
them into execution, He acknowledged 
that some difficulties had arisen as to the 
expense ; but it was now settled, that 
where there were nayal signals the Ad- 
miralty should pay the expense; and 
where they belonged to the interior, it 
should be defrayed by the commander in 
chief.—Having thus gone through these 
several heads, he wished the House to suffer 
the bil] to go to a Committee, in order 
that it might receive the benefit of the 
united wisdom of the House. He should 
for one, be ready to listen to all amend- 
ments ; but he hoped gentlemen would con- 
tent themselves with doing no more than 
was necessary. The system being altogether 
voluntary, too much coercion and strictness 
might be found inconvenient. The first ine 
ducement of the volunteers to offer. their 
services had been the love of their country, 
and the ardent desire and enthusiasm they 
felt, as well as the necessity there appeared 
to them that they should take up arms for 
its defence and security. Every thing should, 
therefore, be done that could render their 
services effectual ; and he had no doubt but 
the volunteers would be found fully adequate 
to the high raised expectations that had been 
formed of them, and that they would prove 
an invincible bulwark of defence for the pro~ 
tection and security of all that was near and 
dear to them and to the nation as freemen 
and Britons, 

Mr. Pitt.—Sir; from the opinion of the 
right hon. secretary of state, that this dis 
cussion should be confined within narrow 
limits, and should apply solely to the con- 
sideration of the measure immediately be- 
fore the House, I decidedly differ ; and with 
the sentiments of my right hon. friend on 
the lower bench (Mr. Windham) that we 
are now called upon to take into view every 
thing connected with the national defence, 
I entirely concur. Although the volunteer 
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system naturally forms the first subject for 
our deliberation, as it is the principal feature 
in the picture, and that upon which we 
must, under all the circumstances, ground 
our reliance for ultimate security, yet the 
army, the militia, and all the other branches 
of our public force press upon our attention, 
and require to be examined upon the pre- 
sent occasion. Whether the volunteer sys- 
tem be radically wrong, or inadequate to its 
object, is not the question proper for the House 
niow to consider; but how far any defects, 
which experience has rendered manifest in 
its original formation, may be removed, and 
how the detail of the measure may be im- 
proved ; how far, in a word, it may be ren 
dered efficient. This, in my judgment, is 
the turn which the debate should take. 
With a sense of the situation in which the 
country is placed ; of the danger which has 
been so long suspended over us, and of 
the crisis which, according to all appear- 
ances and information, is so rapidly ap- 
proaching, we shouid devote ourselves to 
the consideration of the best means of 
amendirig and advancing to perfection, the 
only force of equal magntude now within 
our reach; to devise, not only how this 
force is to be prepared for the first ap- 
proach of the danger which menaces us, 
but how its spirit and efficacy may be 
preserved and made competent to meet the 
full extent of the danger, and effectually to 
guard the country. That the enthusiasm 
which may enable men to meet the first 
attack, can last long, it might be permit- 
ted to hope ; but that it would, no rational 
man would be very sanguine in calculating 
‘upon. It becomes, therefore, necessary to 
communicate to the volunteers every instruc- 
tion that is practicable, in order to assimilate 
them toa regular army. ‘That it is impos- 
sible fairly to investigate the nature and ten- 
dency of the volunteer system, without re- 
ferring to the regular army and militia, I 
readily admit, and that it is proper to inquire 
how far any farther augmentations of the one 
or.the other is practicable or desirable ; also 
‘how far the volunteer system interferes with 
either of these objects. But these are topics 
‘upon which I shall trouble the House by and 
-by. At present I wish, principally, to dwell 
-wpon the methods to be resorted to, in order 
‘to communicate to the volunteers all the in- 
struction they want, and. to the system all 
‘the improvement of which it may be suscep- 
tible; for 1am certain that this must form 
the great basis of our strength, the import- 
ant instrument of our defence,. the medium 
by which we must contrive to bring the 
country safely out of its dangers, and to lay 
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asleep those apprehensions which, from jj, 
calamitous destinies of the present time. 
have been excited by a gigantic power gu¢, 
denly erected, to disturb the world, tod, 
solate a large portion of Europe, and to jy 
the foundation, if not resolutely and vigor, 
ously resisted, of future and incalculable 
misery. Such resistance it is become th 
fate of this country to make, and J trust jt 
will be its glory effectually to accomplish, 
That its resources and the zeal of the people 
is competent to the undertaking, and the 
achievement, no man can doubt ; that ze} 
which has been displayed in a manner so ey 
traordinary ‘as to surprise even the mostar 
dent admirers of the British character, and 
to gratify the most anxious friends to British 
independence ;. that zeal which has not 
merely seconded, but far outrun the waniy 
of the country, and very much indeed the 
wishes of the government, Into the princi 
ple of the system upon which the force pro. 
duced by this zeal has been constructed | 
shall not now inquire. That is a point which 
has been already amply discussed, and satis. 
factorily settled. The question fairly is, whe. 
ther in addition to our regular army and mi- 
litia, it is practicable to procure, from the 
population of the country, a force sufficient 
ly large to meet the. magnitude of the dan 
gers which threaten us by any other and bet- 
ter means, It does not appear to me tha 
we could. Certainly, as to the amounto 
the force, an equal number could not be cok 
lected by any other than compulsory means; 
and if the volunteer plan were abandonel, 
those means, however obnoxious, must have 
been resorted to, or the security of the coun 
try would have been very precarious. From 
those considerations I approved of the ¥- 
lunteer system. At all events, whateverthe 
imperfections of that system may be, I fed 
that I cannot-be contradicted in the assertion 
that no other can be now looked to as a sub- 
stitute. The thing cannot be done away. The 
danger is too near and imminent to allow 
of atotal change. It is the system to which 
we must resort to meet the present difi- 
culty, and I will go further and say, that itis 
that, if carried to the degree of perfection 
of which it is capable, upon which # 
might calculate, in combination with off 
descriptions of ordinary force, for the fotore 
and permanent security of the empire.—Bil, 
whether this system may or may not bt 
brought to that’state of discipline which 
seems necessary to reconcile my right hd 
friend (Mr. Windham) to its existente,! 
contend that this is not the time to think 
removing it altogether, of treading back 
steps we have taken, of providing an0 
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force at a time when the danger is at our 
gaies— when, as one might say, we are 
within gun-shot of the enemy. This, surely 


then, is not the moment to entertain such a 
- propusition ; and if not, the improvement of 
- the system that is established is, of course, 
| the object for ourdeliberation. Whatever 


differences of opinion, therefore, may pre- 
yail between the right hon. gent. on the op- 
posite bench, (Mr. Fox) or my right hon. 
fiend on the bench below him (Mr. Wind- 
ham) and me, I must naturally expect from 
them, that they will not differ with me on 
this point, whatever they may wish to do at 
afuture period,—that, when we are inexpec- 
tation of an immediate attack from the ene- 
my—when the danger is announced from 
the highest authority to be close upon us, 
and when we are about to encounter a tre- 


‘mendous storm raised by a power the most 


gantic, perhaps the world. has ever seen 
=—when we are threatened by an attempt on 
out liberty and existence, dictated by slavish 
er and inordinate ambition, it behoves 
wito consult our immediate security, and 
potto allow of even theideaof disbanding 
30 large a body as 400,000 men, however 
imperfectly constructed they may be. We 
thould rather examine how far this force may 
be rendered effective ; and, with this view, [ 
shall state to the House the mode that, in 
my judgment, ought to be pursued. How 
far ministers have failed, heretofore, in the 
performance of their duty with respect to 
the volunteers ; how far they have wished to 
carry into complete execution the system of 
which they appear to approve, I wilt not now 
stop to inquire, farther than to say, that 
they should have been more attentive to pro- 
mote the regulation of the several volunteer 


forps. They should have communicated 


More precise instructions through the me- 
dium of the lords-lieutenants of counties, 
&# to the best method of training the volun- 
teers, of procuring a regular attendance at 
diills, and enforcing attention to discipline 
When there. These are points of arrange- 
ment very material to consider, and mini- 
lets should even now, and I hope it is not 
too late, look to objects of so much conse- 
ce. Ido not mean that any superfluous 
ions should be given to the volunteers, 
for do I ask to have them trained up in the 
way in which the advocates of an armed 


peasantry would recommend, who seem to 


imagine that such peasantry could be con- 
Yerted into that quality of force, namely, 


‘Might’ troops, for which, of all others, 


Meyare least qualified. But, I would have 
volunteers instructed in all the necessary 
ions, and this ] am decidedly. of opi- 
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nion, would be far the ‘best course to pursue, 
particularly as it must be admitted, that, 
under existing circumstances, it would be 
quite absurd, if pot dangerous, to thiuk of 
proposing a new system to supercede that of 
the volunteers. To promote this improve-: 
ment in the discipline of the volunteers, is 
a thing so obviously necessary, and so highly 
desirable, that 1 should hope no minor diffi- 
culties will be allowed to stand in the way, 
that no mistaken or narrow notions of eco- 


| nomy will operate toimpede such an import 


ant object, but that the volunteer force will. 
be rendered as perfect in military disci- 
pline, as the nature of the institution, 
the peculiar character of its members, and 
the proximity of our dangers will admit. 
When I speak of the dangers of the coun- 
try, I do not mean it to be understood 
although I think the system of our defence 
has made a progress far short of what it 
might and ought to have done, that even 
with our volunteer force, so imperfectly ins 
structed as they are, with our other re- 
sources, I should feel any dread for the re- 
sult of meeting the most formidable attack 
the enemy can possibly contrive to make ; 
but yet I feel that the House will not 
have performed its duty if, after the solemn 
warning it has received from ministers theme 
selves, of thc near approach of the enemy, 
any thing that.can be done shall by any pos- 
sibility be neglected; that any contrivance 
shall be overiooked which can at all enable 
us to contend, I will say collectively and 
individually, with the powerful and inve- 
terate enemy that disturbs us, and to con- 
tend with such effect as not only to accom- 
plish his final discomfiture, but to convince 
him and his infatuated adherents, that any 
attempt to invade and subjugate England 
can only originate in the wildest ambition, 
and must terminate in disgrace and ruin to 
the army that has the hardihood to venture 
it. We must make such efforts as to fix a 
lasting impression, not only on the enemy 
himself, but on the rest of Europe, that the 
man who, led on by confidence and daring 
to attempt the subjection of England even 
single-handed, shall meet the fate that the 
pride and courage of Englishmen, animatéd 
by a just estimate of their liberty, and other 
advantages, must ever prepare for any in- 
vading foe. We must leave in this contest 
such an example to our posterity, as shall be 
honourable to ourselves’ and conducive to 
their security. We must not look alone to 
our defence against danger. Much more 
important consequences must be achieved, 
As to the extent of time which the contest 
is likely to occupy, should the enery succeed 
*L 
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in making gooda landing in any considerable 
force, no man can pretend to say positively ; 
but it is the peculiar duty of Parliament and 
government to provide for every event.’ It 
will mot be enough that such provision 
should enable us to come victorious out of 
our contest with theenemy. Oor triamph 
must be signal and decisive. We must 
Fesist the enemy at every foot’ of his 
progress ;"s but we moust take every care 
that. no unnecessary sacrifices shall be 
made, that the blood of our countrymen 
shal! on every possible occasion be spared. 


To these pdints it is our imperative duty to ‘ 


attend ; for, surely, if ever there;was a great 
trust confided to the liberality and justice 
of Parliament, it is the means of protecting 
the lives and biood of their fellow-vitizens, 
who have rushed forward to the post of dan- 
ger, when the safety’ of their country was 
menaced. We should not consent to pur- 
chase our security by the sacrifice of our 
countrymen, if such a sacrifi¢e could at all 
be avoided. From these considerations, | 
conjure the House to point their attention 
particularly to the consideration of the 
means of rendering the volunteer force as 
efficient as possible. ‘That much yet remains 
to, be done, atid for which this bill does not 
provide, [ feel the most perfect conviction ; 
and, although I am of opinion. that it would 
be better the alterations in detail, which I 
think necessary, should originate with his 
Majesty's ministers, who are best qualified 
to give complete effect to such alterations, 
yet my sense of duty will not suffer me to 
neglect the propositions which appear to me 
eligible. ‘Yo these propositions I shall strict 
ly‘confine myself, and abstaining from all 
allusion to whatever I may think on the 

resent state of politics, or to the conduct of 
ministers hitherto, I shall apply myself sole- 
ly to the examination of our national de- 
fence. That appears to me be the first and 
most interesting subject. It ought to occupy 
the attention of every man, It is quiteenough 
to fill the mind of any man This, therefore, 
claiming my consideration,. in preference to 
every other subject, I look with great con- 
cern to the imperfections of the volunteer 
‘system, recollecting that it is pushed to an 
extent. far beyond any thing that was fore- 
geen when the country was first declared in 
danger ; and, considering its present mag- 
nitude, { regret to find that if is not more 


advanced in military quality, that it is still 


extremely inadequate to its object, and that 
the proper means of promoting its discipline 
have not been as yet adopted, These means, 
which l'deem most material, I conceive to 
- bes ist, the opportunity of regular instruc- 
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tions ; 2dly, the securing attendance at drills 
and Sdly, the enforcing silence, steadiness, 
&e. when at drill. On the first of these 
points, I beg to ask of any thinking may, 
whether it is possible for the volunteer to ae. 
quire a sufficient knowledge of the simplest 


part of military discipline, by attending dri 


only 20 days. in a year, and, generally, not 
more than twoor three hours each day—par. 
ticularly taking into account the inadequacy 
of the instructions, &c. J am aware tha 
these arguments may be said to offer objeg. 
tions to the system altogether ; but these 
objéctions I feel to be removable, by attends 
ing to the alterations I have suggested and 
shall hereafter propose. What may be done 


| at a future time, 1 shall not now enter into, 


but merely confine myself to the manner ig 
which they should make the best use of the 
time that yet remains to prepare them for 
the impending danger ; and this preparation 
should be stimulated and encouraged by the 
conduct of Parliament. The spirit of our 
gallant volunteers, so long tried by susperee, 
may be otherwise relaxed. Danger being so 
often menaced and so long suspended, thei 
zeal may be weakened, unless Parliament 
shall do its duty by giving to these valiant pa. 
triots every possible means of rendering their 
exertions in the cause of their country com- 
pletely effectual. This done, and your views 
fully explained, I-am persuaded that the vo. 
lunteers will accede to any proposal that the 
necessity of the case may suggest.: Sach 
is the nature of the minds of Englishmen, 
that I have not the shadow of doubt, that 
there is no difficulty which they would not 
encounter, and no privation to which they 
would not submit, when they shall under: 
stand that such difiiculties and privation are 
necessary to succeed in the glorious cause 
commitied to their charge, of rescuing theit 
country from danger, and establishing the 
security of their countrymen. In order, 
then, to promote the efficiency which I have 
in view, I would propose, that the volunteer 
corps should be encovraged to go on perma 
nent duty, suppose for a weck, ar two, of 
three, as was the case Jast summer in patt- 
cular districts on the coast, always taking 
care to assemble the corps in the place con- 
venient to their native home. For this pur- 
pose, I should propose that a smal] bounty 
be given to each volunteer who would cot- 
sent to march on such permanent duly, 
namely, 7s. per week, independently of 1s 
per day, to every volunteer who should 9 
march. This plan would, I am persuaded, 
do more towards promoting discipline and 
military habits among the men, than ai 


drilling at different and detached periods, | 
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‘had an opportunity of witnessing the salutary 
effects ofsuch a system last summer. Ahout 
9 or 300,000!. would be quite sufficient to 
defray the expence of it. Surely it cannot 
‘be pretended that Parliament manage with 
judgment and integrity the purse of their 
‘constituents, if theyrefuse to open it, in order 
to advance this sum fora purpose of such 
high importance, to save the lives and pro- 
erty of the people, and to bring the contest 
ju which we are engaged to a speedy and 
glorious cOnclusion.—Now, as to the mode 
of instructing the volunteer corps, I men- 
tioned before Christmas very fully the pro- 
priety of appointing field officers, &c. to such 
pattalions as applied for them, and I am still 
‘of the same opinion, as none of the arguments 
‘which have been advanced against my re- 
commendation appear to me to have any 
weight, and as 1 Know, from my own obser- 
‘yation, the advantages that would result from 
it, I would propose that the instruction of 
yolunteer corps should be assisted by the re- 
- gular officers stationed in thé several districts, 
particularly those on the coast, on some parts 
of which no less than from 80 to 100,000 
men might be speedily collected. 1 would 
also recommend the adoption of some system, 
not harsh, to enforce attendance at drill, 
which is particularly necessary. This might 
be done by regulations, to which each man 
might subscribe, imposing fines on defaul- 
ters, rendering the inattention at parades 
Tiable to arrest and detention, until tried be- 
- forea magistrate, who should have the power 
of commuting any fine for a short imprison- 
ment of two or three days. I agree with the 
right hon. mover, that no change should be 
made in the volunteer regulations that is not 
talled for by absolute necessity, and of such 
anature do I conceive the proposition I have 
submitted ; so, I believe, almost every man 
Who has witnessed their parades must con- 
fess; and when the cause and object of this 
change should be explained to the volunteers 
themselves, I am satisfied none of them 
Would be found to murmur, much less to re 
, ign, particalarly when such communication 
Should be accompaguied by the intimation 
contained in this bill, that they might resign 
Af they did not think proper to remain on 
such conditions. —As to the right of volun- 
teers to recommend tbeir officers, about 
Which so much has been said, it strikes me 
_ that there is no material difference upon that 
point, if gentlemen would endeavour truly to 
understand it. While acontroul was ac- 
Knowledged to exist in the commanding offi- 
‘fer of cach corps, in the lords lieutenants of 
Counties, and finally in ministers, the claim 
Wa frivolous to insist on; and yet it would be 
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dangerous to concede it, evesl 11) appearance. 
I] have at the’same time a wish and a hope, 
that a commanding officer will, upon oeca- 
sion of any vacancy, consult with teraper the 
sentiments of the corps, but not in any thing 
like the forms of a popular election, to take 
their individual suffrages.—Here the right 


hon, gent. entered into a comprehensive re- 


view of the progress of the regular army and 
militia since the conimencenient of the war, 
and contended that neither the recruiting of 
the one, nor the balleting of the other, was 
so much impeded by the increase of the vo- 
lunteers as some gentlemen seemed anxious 
to impress on the minds of the House, while 
he thought, on the contrary, that the volun- 
teer system would, by proper modifications, 
tend to the regular maintenance and progres- 
sive augmentation of our public force, The 
complained of slowness in the ballot for the 
army of reserve and militia’ “might be easily 
accounted for, from the circumstance of the 
great number to be balloted for in tl.e first 
year of the war; and this, independently of 
the volunteer system, was sufficient to pro- 
duce a considerable difficulty in recruiting 


| for the army. To provide a resource to ree 


cruit the regular army, he would propose 


| that a system, somewhat modelled on the 
| principle of the army of reserve, should be 


kept up, and that from that body any that 


| should voluuteer for general service should 


be supplied by fresh ballot. One reas 
son for this plan was, that the army should 
not altogether depend on the contingency 
of an ordinary recruiting ; and another, that 
the militia should be held sacred, and that no 
volunteers for general service should be 
sought for from that body in future. The 
proportion between this army of reserve’ and 
the militia to be fixed, and that the militia 
should be gradually reduced from its present 
establishment to its old standard, and that 
according as vacancies may occur in that 
body, a ballot should take place for an equal 
number, not to fill up such vacancies, but to go 
to the army of reserve. Thus as the one body 
was reduced the other would be augmented, 
that the change. having a gradual operation, 
would not be likely to produce confusion in atiy 
branch of our public force. He was aware, 
however, that this proposed change would 
incur some unpopularity, and some pressure 
on the parishes; but to this he would say, 
that such pressure ought to be softeued, if 
they could not be remedied, and if they” 
could not be remedied they ough: to be eu- 
dured. ‘Lo this he had no doubt the people 
would submit cheerfully, when they reflected 
on the value of the object for which they 
had to contend, and that nothing could di- 
*L2 
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minish their devout gratitude to Providence 
wpon a comparison of their situations with 
‘those countries which, neglecting timely pre- 
caution, and refusing perhaps to suffer small 
losses in the firsr instance, committed them- 
selves to the will of that power which now 
ages ae all its resoarces to assail this coun . 
try. The right honourable gentleman par- 
ticularly urged the introduction of a plan to 
limit the bounties to be given to substitutes, 
that it should be always Jess than that to re- 
 cruits for the regular army ; the bounties to 
which also should be limited, in order to 
_ put astoptothe proceedings of those pests 
to society called crimps.—He thought it 
would be wise to allot a certain number of 
regiments to be recruited in certain coun- 
“ties ; and that the recruiting officer should 
_be stationary in such counties, Thus he 
conceived the recruits would be more easily 
obtained, through the connection that would 
grow up between the people, the recruiting 
officers, and the regiments to which they 
might belong ; and the consequence of the 
system would produce an esprit de corps that 
would be highly advantageous.—The right 
“hon, gent. took notice of the propriety of at- 


tending somewhat more to the system of for- . 


tifications, and also improving our naval de- 
fence, which he s‘ated from his own know- 
_ledge to be very defective. While our danger 
was greater, and our resources also, than 
_at any former period, he complained that our 
state of naval preparation was much lower, 
He declared, that in this statement he was 
not influenced by the slighest prejudice 
against any man; on the contrary, in the 
whole of his observations he wished to keep 
aloof from every description of asperity, 
which he thought ought not ypon any ac- 
‘count to be introduced in the course of this 
discussion, This was nota time for the ope- 
ration of any party spirit. Every mind should 
be engaged, every heart'should be devoted, 
. to the consideration of the public defence, 
and in the prosecution of it he hoped that 


ministers would weigh well the sacred duty . 


they had to perform, the awful responsibility 
of their situation. It wuld not be enough for 
them to say that our preparations were great, 
they ought to be complete. He might be 
told that the danger was not so great as 
che imagined, and that the state of our pre- 
parations was much greater ; perhaps such 
was the fact, but he spoke the sentiments 
which all appearances, among which were 
the declarations of ministers themselves, 
fully justified. The right hon. gent. con- 
_ cluded with stating, that he had many other 
observations to make on the several projects 


he had mentioned, but. should waive them | 
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till a future opportunity. In the meantims 
he declared that he was not so obstinately at, 
tached to any opinion of his own as to de, 
cline, upon such an important subject, giy, 
ing the utmost attention to the suggestion of 
others. ees 

" Mr. Windham was of opinion, that the bil} 
was inadequate to the object which it pjo. 
fesssed to have in view, that it would not 
be productive of any real or lasting advan. 
tage, and that it would end in smoke, Fig 
right hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) had defended the 
system, principally on the ground that jt 
was particularly necessary at the> present 
moment, when, from the urgency of the 
case, no measure of equal advantage could 
be devised. This was, however, in his Opie 
nion, byno means a decisive mode of arguing, 
We were not called on merely to provide for 


‘the exigency of the present moment, but f 


consider what would be the species of fore 
which would be adequate to our future de 
fence. The danger against which we were 
called on to provide, was not one which 
must infallibly assail us at the present mo 
ment. We could not prescribe the con 
duct of the enemy who threatened us ; nor 
could we know whether the majestic pre: 
parations which he was‘. making were 
brought to full maturity, and would be ready 
to attack us to-morrow, or for twelve months 
to come.. The enemy by whom we were 
at present menaced, was undoubtedly one 
which we were called on by every’ tieto 
repel ; and to do so with effect, and cer 
tainty of success, the whole population of 
the country, he thought, ought to be em 
ployed,—So far, therefore, he was an adyo- 
cate for voluntary service ; but be could not 
agree that the voluntary force to be employ. 
ed ought to be of the nature contended for 
in the present bill. His right hon. friend 
had pointed out the danger of a sudden dis 
mination of the volunteer establishment, 
He unquestionably did not wish that any 


precipitate step of that nature ought tobe’ 


adopted. He agreed with his rt. hon, friend 
in thinking, that terror wasnot the mode of 
procuring a continuance of a voluntary offer 
of service, and, on that principle, he approv 
ed of the option given to volunteers to will 
draw their services, as being the best means 
of encouraging their continuance. 

conditions, however, with which that option 
was clogged were so unpalatable, that he 
was convinced the measure would not sie 
ceed, but that many would avail themselves 


“of the option and withdraw. His great ob 


jection to the present volunteer system was 
the effect which it had in obstructing the 
recruiting for the’ army, which was @ 
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supplied through the medium of the army of 
reserve. He did not say that the volunteer 
tem was in itself an obstruction to the re- 
“quiting of the regular army, but that by the 
number of exemptions from serving in the 
militia and army of reserve, which it occa- 
sioned, the field was- contracted, the boun- 
fies to substitutes were raised above all dus 
portion, and the difficulty of procuring 
recruits was rendered almost invincible. 
Thus, though it did not in itself pre- 
yent recruiting, it did so by its con- 
sequences. His right hon. friend had 
said, that as the demand for substitutes be- 
came less, the bounties would also become 
less, He, however, apprehended, that it 
would be raiher found, that as the demand 
became less the means of supplying that de- 
mand had become-less in a greater propor- 
tion. By the difficulty of making up their 
ballots, and the expense attendant on. the 
enormous bounties given, many parishes had 
been reduced to the greatest distress. Could 
hethen say, that it was proper to continue 
the volunteer system under such disadvan- 
tages? Ought we alone to regard the pre- 
sent moment, and, through fear of lessening 
the present volunteer establishment, en- 
danger our safely in succeeding years? He 
could not agree with his right hon. friend as 
tothe inutility of a body of armed peasantry. 
He should only ask, if a body of 1000 men of 
this description were collected, would an ex- 
perienced officer think them of no use, be- 
cause they had not been trained? He surely 
would not. He would employ them in some 
way, and that way would be no other than 
loosely annoying the enemy. If they made 
little impression at first, experience would 
improve them. ‘The practice of war would 
teach them the best mode of proceeding. 
Not having learnt the manceuvres which 
are only to be acquired by exercise at drill, 
they would not be of the full service which 
might be expected from regular troops. 
Whatever service, however, was to be ex- 
“pected from them, it would be got in 
tome degree from the first, and they 
Would constantly improve. If they did 
no good, they would do no harm. If 
they were not able to cope with the ene- 
_ My themselves, they would hot set the exam- 
Ple to others to run away.—In the other 
Way, if not brought to a certain degree of pro- 
leney and military skill, if not trained to 
acertain extent, the volunteers, by mingling 
with the regulars, would impede and con- 
» tather than serve.any useful purpdse. 
great error was in supposing, that 
Wmy, militia, and volunteers were only dif- 
tstages of the same thing: that as 
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certain anatomists had thought that mem- 
brames in certain cases became cartileges, 
and cartileges became bones, so it seemed 
to be supposed, that volunteers would, by 
degrees, grow -into militia, and militia in 
time harden into regular army.—It was 
not sufficient to say, because an im- 
proper system had been gone into, that it 
ought to be persevered in ; that they had got 
into a lane in which there was no turning, 
and therefore that it behoved them to go on. 
This was his objection to the ideas thrown 
out by his right hon. friend. If they con- 
tinued the exemptions, with the other part 
of the system, they did so at the expense of 
counteracting the otlier part of the force of 
the country. It had been said, that a great 
many volunteers had entered asrecruits. Of 
that he could entertain no doubt, nor was it 
possible to be otherwise where the whole po- 
pulation of the country were volunteers. 
With. equal trath had it been asserted, 
that the Roman Catholics were the only 
disaffected persons in Ireland, in cases 
where the rebellion had broken out in 
a part of the country where none but 
Roman Catholics resided.-——The right 
hon. gent. then alluded to the conduct 
of the volunteers at Chester, who attacked 
the gaol, and liberated one of their compa- 
nions. Hedid not meaa to describe this as 
the most atrocious of all offences; nor would 
he fear to say that, however criminal the 
conduct, in the motives of these men might 
be discovered possibly even a degree of vir- 
tue. They might be impelled by ¢ generous 
sentiment of resccing a comrade unjustly 
carried away. But it was not thus that the 
law contemplated such . proceedings, and, 
certainly, not the professors and.administra - 
tors of the law, who were never backward on 
these occasions in thundering forth their 
horror and reprobation, and in repressing 
these acts of virtue or excuseable irregulg-. 
rity, by a little punishment called hanging. 
It seemed pretty obvious, that ministers had 
erected a force of which they now stood in 
awe, when it was mentioned that the only 
excuse made for not punishing so flagrant 
an act was, that the perpetrators of it 
could not be found out. He declared his 
horror of unequal punishments, and con- 
trasted the condition of these volunteers with 
that of the man who was banged while he 
(Mr. Windham) was secretary at war, for 
destroying opposite to-the war-office, not a 
gaol, not 4 place of author.zed confinement, 
known tothe law, and placed immediately 
under the royal protection, where none could 
be put but for just cause and by regu'ar 
process, ‘but a vile crimping-house, the ap- 
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propriate seat of violence and abuse, against 
which every thing was to be presumed, and 
‘where the presumption could rarely exceed 
the reality of the fact.—In other points of 
view, the volunteer system, as now con- 
ducted, was seriously to be considered. 
‘On the occasion of a general election, for 
instance, when corps might set up candi- 


dates of their own, or espouse the'cause of | 


one or other of those already dechhired ; how 

was the rule to be applied of sending, duying 
an election, armed men out of the town ? 

It would be, in fact, to send the’ town out 

of itself. To the plan of his right hon. friend 

he must decidedly object. It was enforced, 

as it was sure to be, with great eloquence 

and ingenuity, but—materiem superabit opus. 

The suggestions themselves were not the 

more judicious, because they were set forth 

with great ability. However he might wish 

to have the energy of the country displayed 

upon adequate occasions, he did not wish 

it,to be rendered a military country. Even 

‘if that were the purpose, the way to accom- 
plish it would not be to render every man a 
soldier. Those countries in wh'ch the sys- 
tem was pursued of making all the citizens 
soldiers, were, in fact, the countries that were 
least military. France, Austria, Prussia, 

all the great military countries, pursued a 
totally different course. Swisserland, if in 
some seysea military country, was not mi- 
litary in virtue of its militia, but from the 
number of its inhabitants who had acquired 
experience in foreign service. Geneva, in 
which that was not the case, buf in which 
every citizen was enrolled in the militia, 
‘was certainly not a military state : and the 
same was eminently true at this moment of 
America. Ministers should seriously set about 
the great work under consideration, and 
atone for past neglect, by sedulously tabouring 
‘to create an effective force, which could co- 
operate with, or support the regular force of 
the‘country, when the urgency of the oc- 

casion should require. 
Lord Castiereagd said, he had heard nothing 


‘in the speech of the last right hon. gent. that. 


differed materially from what he had urged 
‘so often before ; and that with respect to 
the ill effects of the volunteer system on 
“other branches of service, he had by no 
“means in sny respect established that point. 
As for the discipline of the volunteer corps, 
‘certainly there was no man who would con- 
tend for the propriety of attemating to give 
themall the perfection of regular troops, but, 
ov the other hand, there was equal impro- 
priety in being too lax and inattentive to 
their discipline. There was certainly a me- 
dium to be observed in such a case. On the 
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question of irregulars, he recollected yey 
weil the ease of a body of armed peasants jn. 


Suabia, during the war between France an 
Austria, which did great annoyance and mig. 
chief to the French armies, particulgrh 
when defeated, or distressed from aiiy Joc 
circumstances. But he could not avoid obs 


serving, that the first Jevée en tasse jy 


France, which was employed early in the 
late war, was of a description coming mug 
nearer Our own volunteers, and were 4 much 
more efficient force than the Suabian pg. 
sants. ‘The very generals who had com: 


manded those French soldiers declared oyy 


volunteers to be equal to them.-.- As to 

litical danger, he wag quite insensible to any 
thing of the kind. When he considered 
thé purity of views with which they Weg 
embodied, the mode of appointing their 
officers, and how they were all connected 
with the Crown, and that they could exis 
no longer than Parliament thought their sen 
vices were required, he could not possibly 
see any ground of danger.—His _lordshis 
then condemned, in marked terms, the con 
duct pursued out of doors, and patronized 
by too many, of collecting with avididy every 
ridiculous story, or disagreeable circom 
stance, in a body of 580,000 men, and cit 
culating it for the purpose of depreciating 
them. As to the riot at Chester, it wasia 
the hands of the -Attorney General ; hows 
ever, the men were turned out of the comps 
But ifthe 
gent, would, with equal ct 


service, he believed he would discover little 
occasional irregularities in an equal pm 
portion., Indeed, were he to consult the or- 
derly book of a new-raised green regiment df 
regulars, he should not be surprised to hear 
him lamenting the risk of the constitution 
of the country, through the defective system 
of the army.— His lordship then thanked the 
tight hon. gent. under the gallery, (Ms. 
Pitt) for the great attention he had given td 
the mode of recruiting the army ; a subjett 
which had, indeed, cceupied much ofhis 
own reflexion, There would, however, i 
a better opportunity for the discussion of thit 
point. It might then be found quite expe 
dient to make the mi.itia sacred from thi 
cruiting service. "Fhe difficulty of rectuilll 


was so great, in various points of view, Gm 


if adopted as a general system, ‘it woill 
drive Parliament to the necessity of incite 
ing the militia; that force being so mu 
more easily raised, merely because it #1 
ed by ballot.—The next point, and ome 
great consequence, to which he wisht 

request the attention of the House, wait 
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subject of naval defence, on which the 
fight hon. gent. under the gallery had ex- 
ressed a doubt, though he was happy to ob- 
grve, Without any disposition to censure 
that establishment. On this subject he was 
Jad to be able to present the House with 
gceurate statements, in which they would 
see, on a comparison of our present state of 
gaval defence in an advanced period of the 
gst war, that our exertions had been very 
great. To begin with ships of the line: we 
had at present in commission 91 ; last war 
that number was not reached till the third 
year. Of frigates we had now manned 
129; 4 number we had not last war, till 
1798. Ofarmed ships of various kinds, we had 
now 208, which was as numerous as in 1798. 
§othat, upon the whole, we had 411 ships 
of war already, though nota year had elaps- 
ed since the commencement of hostilities ; 
whereas last war, at the end of the year 
j795, we had but 375. At the end of the 
first year of this war we find ourselves as 
strong in naval defence as in the fourth year 
of the last war, when we gained the two 
great and celebrated victories of Lord Howe 
amd Lord 'ridport Ali this statement was 
exclusive of the E. India Company's shipping, 
which consisted of 20 ships ; of those of the 
Trinity equipped and manned, of 10 ships ; 
of various’ smal] craft to the number of 602, 
atdifferent ports ; of the armed vessels in 
the dock yards 373; and of armed vessels 
on the Irish coast 137; making altogether 
1,122 armed vessels, exclusive of our regular 
ships of war. Our seamen too, amounted 
077,012, whereas it was not till the end of 
two years in last war, that they equalled that 
nomber. Our marines were 11,990, which 


they were not last war till 1795, a space of | 
| nourable secretary of state proceeded to the 
“Offacts, his lordship concluded, that the | 
present state of naval defence was such as | 
must give complete satisfaction to every per- | 


about three years. From all this statement 


tn who candidly considered that important 
abject. 


Mr. Pitt begged leave to say a very few | 


Words in explanation. He assured the noble 
lord that he should feel more happy in find- 
ing that every thing practicable had been 
done in the line of naval defence, than that 
ay of his apprehensions of another kind 
thould be realized. But to be convinced of 
this, some further explanation than that just 
tiered should be given. He thought the 
(Mparative statements which had been 
gen did not proceed upon a fair principle: 
the certainly was no comparison between 
ihe first. years of a war, when the previous 
Peace establishment had been only 18,000. 


WM, and that in which it had been 


‘ 
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| they ought to have the power of recommend-. 
| ing officers through the lords lieutenants, . to 
| his Majesty. He would venture to say, that 
all the volunteers, in offering their service, 
| entertained the expectation of appointing 
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50,000—where they had passed to a wat 
from a state of profound peace, and where 
hostilities were resorted to after a continual 
apprehension of war.—He thought it should 
be shewn what progress was made in that 
species of defence to counteract attempts at 
invasion, by means of shallow water?— 
Were the comparisons drawn from the state 
of preparation at those periods of the late 
war when invasion was more particularly 
thought of, as in 1797 and 1798,,and in 
the summer of the year 1801, the difference 
would be more apparent, and the contrast 
more visible with those steps which had 
been lately and tardily taken for counteract 


_ Ing the designs of the enemy in these parti- 


culars, He felt it a duty due to himself and 
to the country, to point the attention of the 
House to this important topic—a duty with 
which no former partiality or private triend- 


| ships shoui& interfere, and which, therefore, 
| he should bring forward in a more specific 
| form to the consideration of the House. 


Mr. /Vbitbread said, at that late hour he 
should not trouble the House at much length, 
There were, however, some topics on which 
he was desirous to say a few words.. The 


| first and most important of these was the 


power, in the volunteer corps, of interme- 
diately appointing their officers. He would 
But he contended, 


their own officers in this manner. He then 
alluded to a late transaction concerning 
the Southwark volunteers, and said, he 
would declare plainly, that ifthe right ho- 


extreme he threatened in this respect, he 
would lose the greater part of the volunteer 
force.. The volunteer system was to supply 
the deficiency of the Defence Act. It was 
acknowledged by ministers, that the act 
was not practicable had ft been attempted 
to be carried into effect: the volunteer 
system was, therefore, resorted to, But the 
House must see that the system was of 
frail texture, and, if it should crumble away, 
the country must return to the measures of 
the Defence Act, inadequate to the necessity 
as they were acknowledged to be.—Mr, 
Whitbread next adverted to the plea of eco- 
nomy utged by ministers in behalf of the vos 
lunteer system. They ought not,to attempt 
to impose upon the people, by telling them 
of its economy, when every man knows that 
it is more burthensome to the public than if 
a more effective foree had been raised.—He 
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then took a view of the attempt to enforce 
more rigid discipline on the volunteer corps. 
He contended there was no power of doing 
so. He spoke of discipline in minute things, 
which was injudiciously attempted, In the 
first instance, perhaps, a general plan might 
have been éstablished, for all the volunteer 
corps. But now each must be chiefly go- 
verned in its own manner. The namber of 
days of drill, for instance, must vary, accord- 
ing to the occupation of the men, and the 
season of the year. In harvest timc, volun- 
teers in the country could not attend to drill. 
It was impossible ; and it was not policy to 


expect it, if practicable. If the enemy was‘ 


acttally in the country, all occupation must 
cease in the seat of the invasion, but that of 
actual war. But in a state of preparation, 
the ordinary occupations of labouring men 
must goon. During a certain part of the 
year, there was no drill in his corps; but 
that was brought up by more close applica- 
tiom to the drill at othet times.» There must 
be, in this and many other respects, a great 
jatitude for the volunteer corps. He was 
glad there were now 26 days’ pay, for exer- 
cise, to be allowed the men. Four. days, 
beyond twenty, had been warmly contended 
for in vain ; but now six were generously 
given; yet, he could not but observe that 
this was done without the authority of Parlia- 
ment. It was done on the mere order of his 
Majesty's confidential servants. He noticed 
this for the presumption with which it was 
done ; however, he was obliged to them for 
it. The times for a complaint against his 
Majesty's servants, for such unconstitutional 
conduct, were unhappily past, and he should 
not comment on that,—It would have been 
unreasonable to have demanded of ministers, 
that all the minut. parts of fhe volunteer sys- 
tem should be at once perfect: but he ex- 
- pected to have seen, and all the country ex- 
pected to have seen, a grand ‘machine, ef- 
fecting its original purpose, and going on with- 
out difficulty, as to all its great movements. 
-But what is the case? -No part of the system 
is free from embarrassment ; no part ts under- 
stood ; all is confusion. He really did not 
believe that ministers, at that very time, un- 
derstood either what they meant to enforce, 
or what to abstain from.—Mr. Whitbread 
then spoke of the imbecility of ministers, in 
their preparations for war, at its commence- 
ment, although they had declared the just 
jealousy they must have of the armaments 
in the ports of France, previous to that 
time. He did not know that the existence 
of those armaments had ever beén proved to 
the country ; but, if they were, what pre- 


parations had been made? Ministers talked 


é 


like children of the danger, and were 
unprepared as children (Mr. Addington x 
accross the table, “ The Militia”) F 
militia, indeed, bad been called out, but 
did not expect them to take great. 
merely for that measure. When the army of 
reserve was thought of, a measure so high. 
ly extolled; every means that could p 
raise the price of substitutes, aud so injy % 
the recruiting service, and produce othe # 
mischiefs, were adopted. Among other 
things an embargo was suddenly laid o 
vessels going down Channel, which added 
to the alarm, and made the price of substi. 
tutes enormous. The army of reserve hay 
therefore failed. It stands still; its nom 
bers cannot be filied. On the 18th of Jan, 
there were no less than 90 deficient in one ’ 
place, of the quota 250. The first mistake 
of ministers, when they proposed the army 
of reserve, was followed by endeavouring tq. 
make volunteers a substitute for it, and theg 
granting the volunteers exemption. from the 
army of reserve, &c. thus, destroying thé 
whole recruiting resources of the country, 
—Mr. Whitbread then observed, that 
most every.volunteer corps had committees, 





which he declared it impossible to prevent, 
He then touched again on the subject of 
“economy, and the precariousness of the sub, 
scriptions to maintain the volunteer corps; 
recommending government at once to mett 
the expenses of those corps by a parliamen- 
tary provision. He earnestly recommended 
an impartial examination of the real strength 
of the volunteer corps. He did not believe 
that it amounted to what was stated, 380,00), 
And, if that, how much was disciplined, 
and able to take the field? How many able 
to marclr 100 miles from home ? He com 
tended that a regular army, to a very large 
extent, and more economical, might have 
been raised.—In concluding, he reprobated 
the raising the spirit of the country by bre 
tal and ferocious prints. Foreign invasiol 
was enough to kindle an Englishman’g va 
lour, whether it was by the Demi-God d 
the Thuilleries, or the Devil Incarnate & 
the Printsellers in Piccadilly. Henry IVa 
+ Bonaparte were to be dreaded alike as Jove 
ders. Ministers continued to act withott 
any plan or system whatever. , fo 
Mr. Tierney explained the circumstance: 
which had occured in the Southwark 
He said, that himself and his hon. mei 
(Mr. Whitbread) were in similar bituationsin 
many respects ; they were both colonels, 008 
had corps composed of their constitu 
and both might be supposed desirous to 94m 
well with them. The fact was, that om 


. 





thecompanies came toa resolution, deta 
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antiquity, 
~ baval strength of this country in any former 
_ Wat was,-but what were the means, and 


SSSSS Se R RF 


PARL. DEBATES, Fsxs..27.—Voluntcer Consolidation Bill. 


they would. not serve unless under 

sr of their own choosing. Against 
ecding, however desirous to preserve 

od will of his constituents, he found 

If obliged, in his military character, to 

t; and he should have been wanting 
duty to the King, if he had suffered 
sisting on such a principle to continue 

vith arms in their hands. In consequence 
0 this affair, another of the companies ad- 
fered to the company reduced ; but eight 
-ont of ten of which the corps consisted never 
‘made any pretension to the right claimed by 
the other two. And now one of those com- 
panies had again come forward to serve un- 
Ve the principle which he had held out to 
them; and twenty-seven of fifty of the other 
company had petitioned to be allowed to 
give in the same manner. This was the 
whole extent of the affair alluded to by his 
honourable friend ; and he did not see that it 
had either produced or threateried those disa- 
_greeable consequences which had been sug- 


Mr. Fox said, that it was not his intention 
to go at length into this question at present, 
there were a few points only on which he 
begged leave to touch ; particularly as being 
inthe nature of remarks on what had passed 


inthe debate, théy could not so well be 


brought forward on a future occasion. The 
ight honourable gentleman under the galle- 
ee Pitt) had alluded to the conduct of 

admiralty; on that subject he was not 
atpresent prepared to give any opinion, He 
“eonfessed that he was partial to the noble 
lord at the head of that department, he ad- 
mired his professional talents, and gratefully 
acknowledged his public services. Lord St. 
‘Vincent had all his good wislies, and on this 
account he most heartily wished him a better 
defender than Lord Castlereagh. That'noble 
lord had defended the first lord of the admi- 
‘malty, by acomparison with what had been 

¢ by former naval administrations. He 
talked of the navy in 1755, when in fact, 
the scale of naval force then was no more a 
Mandard of naval force now, than that of 
11785 was to be measured by the navies of 
The question was not, what the 


at were the necessities of service, by 
ich our exertions were to be regulated. 
as not by referring to dates, and by sum- 
ig Up statements, that the first tord of 
admiralty could be justified, nor was it 
that ground, he was sure, that Lord St. 
eat would chuse to rest his defence. He 

Alot know where, or in what register, the 
lord might haye found the arguments 
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he had used, but precisely the same mode of 
defence was adopted by the admiralty in the: 
American war, when for two yeats our na»! 
vy had been inferior to that of France, It’ 
had been said on the ‘ministerial side, that 
many of the arguments had been ased’ bes: 
fore ;-it would have been better if it could 
have been said that they were answered be~ 
fore. Whenever it was comended that the 
exertions for the public defence in every de# 
partment were inadequate, ministers thought: 
it was enough if they had done as much 
within the first yéar of war as had ever been 
done before. But could they be allowed to 
date their preparations.only from March last? 
,He would not say whether those who believs 
éd the peace was likely tolast were ‘* nature's 
fools” or not, but ministers had persuaded 
some that the peace was solid, though they 
themselves had sincerepeatedly declared that, 
from the moment of its conclusion, the con- 
duct of the French governmant was but one 
system of aggression. }n that case, therefore, 
they ought to have been prepared to put an 
eod to what they now hold out as a hollow 


| truce, atthe most favourable. moment, and 


a pretty moment they did chuse.- If it be 
true that, ever since the peace, the French 
government had never ceased from insult and 
aggression, ministers ought.to have been in 
a state of preparation adequate to what the 
natural result of such a situation required ; 
and instéad of being the first year of the war, 
it ought to be considered, in regard of the 
state of preparation’ ia which we ought to 
have been, as the third.—With respect to 
the bill itself, he could not-help taking no- 
tice of the extraordinary assertions of mi- 
nisters, that it was their intention from the 
beginning that volunteers should have liberty 
to resign ; they thought any other system 
pernicious, Yet had they taken the attor- 
ney general’s opinion, which declared that 
volunteers could not resign. This. opinion 
was circulated with great profusion, and re- 
commended to magistrates as the rule of 
their decision. Yet all this time ministers 
had intended to: give the power of resigna- 
tion, they thought the contrary principle per- 
niciousin the highest degree, and theynow say 
that they would have proposed to give liber- 
ty to resign if the law had refused. ‘Th’s 
surely was a contradiction ; and unless they 
had so gravely asserted that they always in- 
tended to allow the power of resignation, he 
should have inferred that' they approved the 
attorney general's opinion, and that they had, 
from the first, intended the law as he had 
declared it. He should have’ been inclined 
to believe that the conduct of men disap- 
proving of the opivion and of the law would, 
* } . 
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in circulating it, have annnounced to the 
lords lieutenants, that it did not meet their 
‘intentions, that. they intended to move 
for-an alteration of the law, while in the 
mean time they would have instructed com- 
manders of corps to permit resignation to 
_ take place. But nothing of this had they 
done,’ when Parliament met in November ; 
nay, after bringing in another bill on the 
subject of the volunteers, no mention what- 
ever was made of altering a law, the conse- 
quences of which are admitted to have been 
so pernicious to the volunteer system !| Nay, 
‘Since the attorney general’s opinion had been 
given, it had actually been proposed in an- 
other House to clear up the point by law, 
when one of the secretaries of state declar- 
ed, that that opinion was a sufficient rule 
for magistrates.. In a word, on this point, 
he must have concluded from the conduct 
of ministers, that they fully approved the 
-law as interpreted by the attorney general, 
and nothing but their grave declaration pre- 
vented him from thinking so still. As to 
general measures of defence, it was not his 
intention to follow the example of Mr. Pitt 
in proposing any; and, in trath, one reason 
was, that the House was so little inclined 
to adopt his suggestions, and he was afraid 
that even Mr. Pitt was not likely to be 
more successful ; unless, perhaps, there was 
some odour of office still about him which 
might have its influence. He believed, how- 
ever, that Mr. Pitt had not much greater 
prospect of seeing his plans adopted by the 
ministers than he himself had. He thought 
it better, therefore, to stick to the bili before, 
the Eouse, whatever were its defects, parti- 
cularly as it was now the conviction of all, 
except ministers themselves, that the coun- 
try was not in. that state of defence which, 
from the immense means confided to mi- 
nisters, it ought to have been in. And upon 
the volunteer system, therefore, we were 
forced to place a good deal of dependence. It 
was rather singular, however, that after the 
volunteer system had existed above seven 
months, it should ‘be necessary to begin to 
make new regulations about attendance, si- 
lence in the ranks, &c. &c., and yet the sys- 
“tem itself was resorted to on the ground of 
immediate danger. It was now said, that 
the danger was immediate, and if it was like- 
‘ly toarrive in four or five weeks, it was bet- 
to have the volunteers‘ several times eyery 
week, than to purpose to extend the num- 
ber of drills every week, But with regard 
to the permanence of the system, it might 
be proper toadopt another course. It might 
be necessary to give up some of the perfec- 
tion which more frequent attendance would 
bestow, least the volunteers should be so ha- 
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respecting the noble lord at the head of the 












rassed, that they might be induced to a 

on the service altogether. As to the 
of election he did not see that much ‘way 
be done. It might, as had been said, belep | 
to the good sense of the people. But thy 
conduct of ministers in menacing those thy 
should not accommodate themselves to ths 
wishes of government, was calculated to jy 
the foundation of much dissatisfaction, He 
hoped, however, that the volunteers wool 
not be bullied out of their determination 
defend the country. It was curious tht 
ministers accused those on the opposition side 
of the House, of attacking the volunteers, anf 
arrogated the merit of defending them, Th 
fact was, however, that he and his honour. 
ble friends, said merely that the volunteey 
never could be rendered so good as regular 
troops, while ministers, who affected to de. 
fend, were they who levied fines upon the 
volunteers, and threatened ‘to, disband them 
if they insisted on what at the beginning was 
conceived to be their right.—Mr. Fox com 
cluded with stating, that a period would soon 
arrive in which it would be the duty of Par 
liament to enter into a general enquity inte 
the state of public defence, which was nee 
ther adequate to the means with which mink 
sters had been entrusted, nor to what om 
situatiou required, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer’ said, he 
should trouble the House, at that late periol 
ef the night, with a very few observations, 
The comparison made by his noble friend, 





































admiraltry, was only between the first yeara 
the late, and the first year of the present war; 
between the amount of the naval force i 
1793 and 1803, and no farther. At the 
commencement of the present war, we hal 
raised 40,000 seamen. As to marines, there 
were difficulties in raising them, that 

out of the means adopted for the defenced 
the kingdom. He admitted that speciesdf 
force had gone on with languor, and thatm 
landsmen had been raised. The number d 
sailors were therefore vnusually great, andol 
landsmen unusually small; but notwithstand- 
ing these difficulties, he contended thee 
ertions of the present were equal to thosed 
former boards of admiralty ; and if ee 
equal to those of the board of admiralty, ia 
the last war, he should ask no other pralit 
for them.—With respect to the right off 
signation by volunteers, he denied thatlt | 
had ever said that it did not attach toy 
Had he been asked the question, he shout 
have said, that the fact was, the question ni 
never occurred to him; if it had, he show 
have said the right of resignation was 
very essence of the volunteer system, The i 
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gent. (Mr. Fox) had adverted 'to the silence 
pfministers upon the subject at the begin- 
‘ping of the session ; but by doing so, he did 
' to be aware, that a bill relating to 
plunteers had been introduced, and under- 
went very much discussion, He was asto- 
nished, therefore, that those who expressed 
so mach anxiety now, had not availed them- 
selves of the cpportunity of such bill, to have 
hadthe point settled. The object of the bill 
to which he alluded, was to relieve those who 
were deprived of the exemptions, which 
they merited, on account of some informa- 
ity, or circumstance, which attached no 
blame to them; such as their not being ex- 
ercised with arms, not being in possession of 
any, &c. Those gentlemen, therefore, who did 
Mgt upon that occasion press for an explana- 
tion of the point in question, were accom- 
plices with the government, of whose omis- 
sion they complained, He said, that the state 
ofthe country was such as it ought to be, 
and wished the charge. of insufficiency or 
neglect should be made specifically, as he 
should be happy to join issue, and meet it 
fairly. Ministers, he admitted, were inca- 
pable, if they had not made every disposition 
_ for defence, to which their means were ade- 
quate, and which were honourable to the 
public feeling and spirit. He ackowledged 
this, but he lioped, at the same time, that 
they had not the demerit of having failed in 
\Catrying into ¢ffect all those means which 
had been placed in their hands. None but 
those who had a propensity to view with dis- 
favour the conduct of government, would be 
of a contrary opinion. Our regular force 
spread over the world, considerably exceeded 
that of any former period, and our effective 
force was not more than 17,000 men less 
than at the highest amount during the late 
war, The objections made to the bill were 
few, and ministers were ready to listen to 
-any suggestions to improve it, and obviate 
that few. The hon. gent. did him an injus- 
fice’ to ‘suppose that his suggestions would 
_ hot be attended to. 
_allshould lend their band in support of the 
$ountry. He assured the hon. gent. there- 
fore, that he should pay every attention to 
his advice. He should give, however, no 
, immediate opinion upon any suggestions that 
had been made. He hoped the bill would 
be committed on Wednesday, and in the 
» Mean time he should consider them with the 
/Bimost attention. He hoped there would 


» beno objection to going into the committee 
0 Wednesday, and that the bill should pass 


fough all’ its stages in the present week; 


oo itwas necessary that a bill of such import- 
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ance to the country should be no longer dee 
layed. 

Mr. Dent hoped, that some better'infor- 
mation would would have been given on 
the exertions of the admiralty, than Steel's 
Monthly Navy List. 

Mr. Grey hoped, that when the House 
should come to estimate the sufficier:cy or 
insufficiency of the measures adopted for the 
defence of the country, they should not be 
told to look to a comparison of the present 
with this or that year, but to the means in 
the hands of his Majesty's ministers, He was 
surprized to hear the right hon. gent. rest the 
defence of the board of admiralty upon the 
former of these two grounds ; and he thought 
he gave a proof of his candour, when he as- 
serted that the boatd of admiralty ought ‘to 
be tried by the state’ of the country, com- 
pared with the means in possession of go- 
vernment, and not by any other rule. The 
right hon. gent. had apologised for our naval 
force being lower than'it ought to have been, 
on account of their being few landsmen. He 
feared, therefore, that the volunteer system 
was defective, as interfering with our naval 
defence, which was of paramount import- 
ance to the country. Upon the subject of 
the attorney general’s opinion, the right 
hon. gent. had asked what would ‘have been 
said of ministers should they have concealed 
it? To this he should simply answer, that 
there was no occasion to suffer that opinion 
to be acted upon to the great hardship and 
inconvenience of innocent individuals. If 
ministers thought it wrong, as they now con- 
fessed, instead of circulating, they should 
have remedied. They had an opportunity 
to do so, for upon the occasion of the bill 
alluded to, he said it was easy for them to 
have added a clause to remove that which 
they now acknowledge to have been a hard- 
ship, and contrary to the idea of what the 
law ought to be. He should not, however, 
at that late hour; go at length into the ques- 
tion. He hoped, however, that a serious 
inquiry would be made into the state of our 
preparations for defence. We had been nearly 
12 months at war, but. that was not. the 
whole time ‘that must be fairly allowed for 
preparation. It was admitted that the period . 
that preceded it, was only a suspicious truce, 
and consequently requiring means and pre- 
cautions for the safety of the country. Upon 
such inquiry he feared our situation, though 
it might not afford ground for serious alarm 
and apprehension, would not be found of 
that strength and security which we hada 
right to expect. 

Captain Markbam said, he had heard only 

*M 2 
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general assertions against the admiralty, but 
-norspecifie’ charges. . “He'should. be happy to 
omeet any precise charges, and:to gointo a,real 
inquiry whenever it was thought proper. The 
low rate of ifsurance, he thought, was the 
dest! proof that.the; admiralty bad done its 
duty: —The bill was then tead a second time, 
and committed for, Wednesday. 
{Inisu Insurxecrion.]—Sir Jobn Wrot- 
tesley rose to give notice, that he should, on 
Wednesday se'nnight, .move for the produc- 
tion of papers respeciing the conduct of the 
Trish: government in the late rebellion in that 
‘country, Having.waived his former notice, 
it;became necessary.for him now to, renew 
ite The oiher orders. of the day were then 
read and disposed, of,—Adjourned at four 
- o'clock on ‘Tuesday, morning, 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, February 28. 


: Counsel was heard in continuation rela- 
~/ tive to the Irish appeal, Garde v. Burton, 


‘viz. M. Romilly, second counsel forthe ap- | 


pellant, and the Solicitor General, as leading 
counsel on the part of the respondent. After 
which their Lordships postponed the further 
consideration of the case till to-marrow.— 
The Earl of Londonderry, was sworn and 
took his seat.—The London Port Bill was 
brought up from the Commons and read a 


first time.--The Duke of York’s Estate Bill, | 


and a few private Bills were presented, and 
these were: severally read a first time.—— 


The bills-upon the table were forwarded in | 


their respective stages.—Adjourned till to- 
morrow. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, February 28. 


This day was appointed for two ballots for 
committees, to try the merits of petitions 
complaining of undue elections for London 
and Coventry, but there being only 83 mem- 
bers present at 4 o'clock, an adjournment of 
course took place till to-morrow. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Wednesday, February 29. 





[Minutes.] — Counsel were further 
heard relative to the Irish appeal, Garde 
y. Burton, namely, Mr. Solicitor General 
in continuation, and Mr. Richards on be- 
half of the Respondent.—The further con- 

* sideration of the case was then adjourned 
till to-morrow.—The 2gth report of the 
Commissioners gf Accounts ii Ireland, was 
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presented by a person from the Irish Sepia, 


tary of State’s Office, and ordered to jj 


on the table. . SE 
{Intsh Pensrons anp Sarartes je 
Lord King rose to call the attention oft 
House to a circumstance which he deem, 
ed of great importance, and well worthy 
the notice of Parliament, He alludedi 
the practice which prevailed of payin 
certain officers under the government) 


Ireland their salaries at par in this partgg 


the United kingdom ; of this he spoke jp 
terms. of disapprobation, principally as gy 
application of a part of the revenues of 
Ireland, without the sanction or conegn 
rence of Parliament. He adverted to the 
very, unfavourable state of the exchang 


“against Ireland, which was an additional 


reason ‘for ihe proceeding in question be. 
ing a proper subject of investigation. Hg 
also alluded to the bill for continuing the 
restriction upon the Bank of Ireland thé 
before the other Hoyse of Parliament, and 
intimated, that as he felt it his duty to 
call the attention of their lordships to that 
subject, he expressed his hope that it 
would not be hurried in its progress through 
that House. The noble lord concluded by 
moving, That. an account “be laid befote 
the House of all persons and salaries 
chargeable on the revenues of ‘Treland, 
and paid at par in this country. 
The Earl of Limerick shortly expressed 
his difference in opinion from the noble 
lo:d on the subject, and stated, thai when 
the account moved for should come before 
the House, he had no doubt of being able 
satisfactorily to justify the proceeding 
question to their lordships, “i 
The Earl of Suffolk took the opportunity 
to express his surprise, that accounts, which 
he had moved for so long since as two yeats, 


should not be yet Jaid before the Housq: 


He alluded to the accounts of the pt: 


ceeds of old naval stores, the amount @ 


which, in all probability, was very cons 
derable, and the disposition therecfy be 
contended it was proper it should be knowg 
to Patliament. § 


Lord Hawkesbury expressed his readines 


to afford every practicable explanation ®@ 
the topic touched upon by the noble eatl, 


but he was then uninformed upon the sub 


ject ; not haying had the honour of 9 seit 
in that House at the remote period met 


tioned, he could not tell what steps tal 


been taken in consequence of the: 
earl’s motion, . - Sie 


The Earl of Suffolk ‘shortly ® explai 


‘and observed, that there was another!noul 
Secretary of State present with pespe 
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io whom such an excuse could not be of- 


feed. 


| Lord Hobart observed, that the topic al- 


jaded to, had been rather inopportunely 
mentioned, as the question regularly before 
the House related to certain salaries and 
gensions chargeable on the revenues of Ire- 
ind; this their lordships must all see, had 
nothing to do with the proceeds of old na- 
yal stores. However, with respect to the 
desired explanation, he had to remark, rst, 
that the accounts in question had no con- 
pexion with his department, and 2dly, that 
it the application had been made directly 


| to himself, -he could only say, that he 


gould cause inquiries to be made on the 
subject, —The question upon Lord King’s 


' motion was then put, and it was ordered 


uccordingly.——-The various bills before the 
House were then forwarded in their re- 


“spective stages, ‘after which their lordships 
adjourned ull to-morrow. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, February 29. 


Minures.]—The House proceeded to 
ba for two Committees, to try the merits 
of petitions complaining of undue elections 
for London and Coventry, in‘ the former 


“of which only they succeeded. — Sir G. 


Cornwal! reported from the Committee ap- 
pointed to try and determine the merits of 
the petition complaining of an undue elec- 


‘fion for Aylesbury, that Mr. Dupre was 


duly elected, that Mr, Bent was not duly 
flected, that the petitioner Mr. Free- 
mantle was not duly elected, that the elec- 
tion, as far as related to Mr. Bent, was 
void, and the petittons were not frivolous 
aidvexatious. He further reported, that 
sich a system of bribery and corruption 
had been practised at the last election, that 
the Committee thought it incumbent upon 
them to submit it to the consideration of 


“the House, in order that they might insti- 


tute such proceedings as it might think pro- 
per—The latter report was then read by 
the clerk, and on the motion of Sir Geo. 
Comewall, ordered to be taken into con- 
sideration on next Monday fortnight, and 
tobe printed,—Sir Geo, ‘Cornewall then 
moved that the Minutes of evidence taken 


before the Committee should’ be laid upon 


thetable, Ordered,—He also moved that 
te Speaker should not issue any warrant 


‘fa new writ for Aylesbury until the re- 
Portshould haye been taken into consider- 
_ tion, Ordered.— An account was ordered 
_W'be presented of the amount of interest 
“Fesived’ jn‘Great-Britain on loans raised 
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for Ireland, for 8 years. — Mr. Howard 
brought up the report-of the Committee 


relative to the proposed canal from Croydon 


to Portsmouth, which was read and agreed 
to, and a bill ordered.—Lord G. L. Gower 
heat a pétition from the malsters and 
arley-growers of Tamworth and its neigh- 
bourhood, in Staffordshire, complaining of 
the heavy duty on malt, and praying relief 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

[PerManNENT Taxes }] — Mr. Johnstone 
rose for the purpose of obtaining for the 
House such information as he conceived 
was absolutely necessary for understanding 
that which his Majesty's ministers called An 
Account of the permanent taxes for the last 

ear. The hon. member, after giving a 
short detail of the errors which he thought 
were to be found in the papers which 
lay on the table, concluded by moving for 
accounts of the preduce of the permanent 
revenue, forthe years ending the sth of 
January, 1802, 1803, and 1804, distin- 
guishing the new taxes imposed each year, 
and the produce of them each quarter, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
he did not see any possible objection to 
indulge the hon. gent. or any other mem- 
ber who-wished it, with such accounts as 
were now moved for ; he hoped, however, 
that although he did not now think it ne- 
cessary to make any observations on the 
hon, member’s observations, it would not 
be supposed, on that account, that he at-all 
meant to accede to the accuracy of them. 

Mr. Vansittart made some observations on 
the subject, similar to those which had been 
made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer; 
ie, however, saw no reason for with-hold- - 
ing the said accounts.—The accounts were 
then ordered. 

{[Baxracks.]—Admiral Berkeley advert- 
ed to an estimate upon the table relative 
to the expense of Barracks, which he said 
was not calculated to afford any information 
to. the House, with respect to what was 
more materially wanted. In order there- 
fore, to obtain that information, he moved 
for An Account of all. barracks pulled 
down, sold or disposed of, with the num- 
ber of men and horses they were capable 
of containing, since the ratification of the 
Treaty of Amiens, with the terms they 
were sold for. 2dly, An Account of ‘ail 
barracks erected, or ordered to be erected 
since the same period, the places where 
situated, and the number of men and hofses 
they were capable of containing, together 
with the dates of the orders for such erec. 
tions. 3dly, An Account of the “expense 

; ) F = 
of erecting all such barracks, distinguish. 
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ing whether built by contract, engagement, 
or otherwise, together with the dates of 
such contraets or agreements. 4thly, An 


Account of the terms of all such contracts: 


oragreements, and the names of the per- 
sons contracted with. 

The Secretary at War said, there was.no 
objection on the part of government to 
give every information relative to the Bar- 
rack Department. With respect to the 
estimates complained of, the hon. admiral 
would find that it was rather more parti- 
cular in its detail than those estimates had 
been on former occasions. As to the third 
motion of the hon. admiral, relative to the 
expenses of erecting barracks, the account 
could not at present be made up, because 
the several accounts were now in a state 
of liquidation.—_The accounts moved for 
were then ordered, with a trifling trans- 
position of words. 

{intsa Satartes.J—Lord 4, Hamilton 
gave notice of his intention to move to- 
morrow for an account of the sums paid 


‘in this country at par, to the officers of the 


Irish government. 

Mr. Corry said, he should have no ob- 
jection to the motion.’ He then adverted 
to an order which had dropped, in conse- 
quence of a sufficient number of mem- 
bers not. attending on the preceding day 
to go to business, for a Committee on 
the acts relating to the Irish revenue, 
He would not attempt to pronounce whe- 
ther it would be consistent with the 
proceedings of the House to take up the 
order of this day, but that there might 
be no doubt upon the subject, he wished 
to postpone it, trusting, however, that there 
would be no objection to his then moving, 
that the House should to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee upon these acts.— 
The motion was agreed to. 

{ixeisn Banx Restriction Biii.J— 
—Mr. Elliot called the attention of the 
House to the circumstance of the Irish 
Bank Restriction Bill, which had passed that 
House ten days since, and which had not, 
he. understood, been yet carried to the 
Lords. 

Mr. Alexander said, that the delay had 
originated ina mistake, ~ 

(Paorenty Tax.) —Mr. Dent asked, 
whether it was intended to bring in any 
bill.to.explain the Property Tax Act. 


The Chancellor.of the Exchequer said, he. 


was not aware of any measure relating to 


, the Property Tax being dntended to be 


brought forward. before t,he Easter recess, 


.. except abill.to.extend the time for hearing 


appeals. » 
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Mr. Dent made some other obsetyatin, Mm . . 
but in so low a tone of voice that went  H” 
not distinctly hear them: we under = 
them to relate to the liability of banke, defi 
to penalties under the bill as it at Present Mbt 
stood. Re. ma 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer admits & to 
the liability of the bankers, but obserye be 
that no such penalties could be recoyerah im 
previous to the sth of April, and itwa Bee 
under the consideration of governm ph 
whether it would be most advisable ' 
bring in an explanatory bill in the firg apr 
stance, or to constitute a, process for ri 
recovery of sach penalties, and then ly & (jlo 
a bill to stay proceedings. The House poe 
therefore, would doubtless’ be of opinig re 





that no such penalties ought to be levied, 

[VotunTEER ConsoxnipaTion Buy, 
—Mr, Secretary Yorke moved. the order of 
the day for the House to resolve itself intoy 
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Committee on the Volunteer Bill. Hee. gon 
pressed an opinion that as there were sevenl the ¢ 
amendments to make, and several cla are b 
bring up, it would be most advisable tom Mi sity | 
through those amendments and clauses, ip 
order that the whole might be printed, ad inst 
debate the principle, if it was thought me migh 
cessary, on the report.—On the questi dom 
being put for the Speaker's leaving the chai, medi 
Mr. Frangis said, I rise, Sir, not so misc] 
with an intention to oppose your | whic! 
the chair, as to delay it. We have tim M mean 
enough to discuss the provisions of this jostic 
even if they were, what I do not think thy B the ¢ 
are, very material or very urgent. Othe  pfinc 
objects, infinitely more important and mor the cl 
pressing; seem.to me to demand a previon war 
consideration. They are not unconnetid ® Medi 
with the general purpose of the bill, | sessio 
the contrary, they are essentially connectel @  societ 
with it. A measure of national defencei i) nent 
brought before us. To know whetheritit ly prete; 
judiciously contrived, and likely to ansmt i of J 
the purpose it professes, you must pa id ti 
what your danger is; to understand yor 6 fo, 
danger, you must look at the situationd# Wha 
the country in all its circumstances andi ambit 
lations. This is not a mere question! fore : 
military defence against a foreign foe, WHR for de 
whether our situation, on the whole, ai Yallat 
stitutes a state of national security, of ‘tive 
treme peril? I speak with greater am ‘itary 
and concern on my mind than J ever exp" tind 
enced in this House, because .[ seri ‘Tot n 
feel the truth of .what others say, pate | 
feeling it so deeply as they ought to and 
least it so appears to me to be too m “of'na 
habit of this House, and indeed of Faro, 
lic. We talk of our danger in very pas “Wwebe 
terms; that itis imminent ; that thegeae wid; 





i: 


Baar ch a rh 


as 


eb ts 


3s 
: 
: 
Wins 


s 


“8S 


Senso 8 ea 


gwiul, terrible, and tremendous. Gen- 
demen use these phrases till they are hack- 
pied and make no impression.’ We are not 
deficient in strong expressions about the case, 


put we are extremely cautious about what 


wesay of the causes and the authors; as if 
_gloar duties were comprised in the personal 
sudence of not giving offence. Take care 
ow you offend this or that great person ; 
pegnarded in your terms ; be delicate in 
soar allosions. And this they say at the 


psi of the greatest hazard, and with 
ie pros 


pect of the greatest calamities to 
nation. I am not at all disposed to 
follow these prudential maxims. I will not 
make an apology, or look out for a shelter 
for doing that which I think an essential 
, and which the present moment im- 

sriously demands ofme. This insignificant 
fr iy wait till other topics are discussed. 
Not that I mean to go far. into the discus- 
sion of them; but rather to suggest them to 
the consideration of some gentlemen who 
are better qualified, and have more autho. 
fity to inforce them. In order to make an 
tual provision for what is to come, we 
must look back to what is past. You 
tas well say that you may have wis- 

dom without experience, as to talk of re- 
iedies against an existing or an impending 
mischief, without reverting to the false steps 
Which have brought you intoit. I do not 
thean to argue now about the justice or in- 
justice of the war, bat shortly to compare 
the conduct and the progress of it, with the 
ptinciple which it originally assumed, and 
the character it sat out with. In going to 
war for the preservation of a rock in the 
Mediterranean, of which we were in pos- 
tession, we asserted a high station in the 
society of nations ; we took the most emi- 
nent ground of national dignity, elevated 
Pittensions, foreign dominion, and possibly 
f laudable ambition. No man thought or 
wid that it was a war of domestic security, 
‘Ot for the mere defence of the two islands, 
What followed? This war of dignity and 
‘ambition had not been three months old, be- 
fore a plan was delivered out by authority 
for defending the capital by lines of circum- 
Mallation! =A more unmilitary idea, or more 
thiversally reprobated by all the great mi- 
‘Mary authorities, did never enter into the 
“Mnind of a rational government. But I do 
Tot how arraign it in that sense. I com- 
ch with the high pretensions of the war, 
“mi then Isay, that a more degrading act 
- of national humiliation in the eyes of all 
Barope, cannot be imagined. What have 
“Webeen doing ever since ? Why, Sir, itis 
Nhat we have ‘provided for the security 
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of Great-Britain and Ireland. Whether we 
have done so or not remains to be tried. 
But granting the fact, towhat does it amount 
to, but that with a garrison of near 600,000 
men in arms, we are able to defend the two 
islands ? There is our glory and there it 
erds, The war then on our side, is pureiy 
and strictly defensive, and in all appearance 
it never can be any thing else. But what is 
a defensive war? What is a war in which 
you cannot offend your enemy ? in which 
you must perpetually wait and watch his 
motions, and be perfectly satisfied if you 
can parry his attacks? This was not the 
principle on which that wise personage Quéen 
Elizabeth acted in parallel circumstances. 
Her language was, that “* having advised 
with herself, she was resolved either to make 
war or peace, for via di mexxo was very un 
safe ; and besides a course of continual 
charge and continual fear ; and to stand only 
on the defensive was to live at the discretion 
of her enemies.” Such was her wisdom, 
or such were the counsels of the great men 
who advised her ; of Raleigh, of Walsing- 
ham, of Burleigh, whose characters, I pre- 
sume, will not suffer much by comparison 
with that of the gent. opposite to me. But 
after all, have we fully provided even for 
our defence ?_ That we have sufficient phy- 
sical force, I do not dispute. But have we 
the directing mind? Another view of our 
state is indeed most melancholy, and open 
to the most distressing consequences. _ Does 
any man in the House know with certainty, 
or can he assert with confidence, that at this 
moment, when all the faculties of the coun- 
tty are most wanted, the constitution is in 
real and practical possession of its executive 
power? ‘The explanations given by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, have thrown 
no light on that question. All we could 
collect from him was that he was better in- 


' formed than other persons who ought to have 


known best. — His Majesty's Secretary of 
State has declared, that strict faith must be 
kept with the several corps of volunteers, _ 
according to the terms of their respective 
compacts with government; and that, if 
any of them should persist in claiming a 
right to choose their officers, on which their 
engagements were offered and accepted, he 
shall hold himself bound to advise his Ma- 
jesty to discontinue their service. In the 
first place, Sir, I do not think that it is 
keeping faith with them. They have put 
themselves to great trouble and considerable 
expense, and many personal sacrifices for. 
the public service ; and now, if they do not 
submit to a new condition, which ought to 
haye been stated to them in the first instance, 
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if they do not surrender.a right or a claim, 
which they thought had been acknowledged, 
they are to be invidiously turned adrift, as 
if they had deserted-the defence of their 
country in its utmost danger. I am sure 
they. will not do'so, but it is their own virtue, 
and not the wisdom of government, that 
will prevent it.. In my mind, Sir, their 
claim is inherent in the nature of the ser- 
vice they have engaged in. In this respect 
there is an essential difference between a 


voluntary and a mercenary army. I mean’ 


nothing invidious by that word. Noman 
can respect and honour our regular-army 
more than I do, In an army raised: by the 
crown, and paid by the public, the ap- 
pointment of the officers must be in the 
executive power, and can be no where else, 
The men who compose it, are ‘unknown to 
one another until they are brought together ; 
and could never agree in choosing their offi- 
cers, even if the choice was left to their dis- 
cretion. But the principle on which a vo- 
luptary army agreed to unite and act, is 
that they previously know and depend upon 
ecch. other. Their officers are their nefgh- 
bears. or acquaintances, and their colonel 
probably a man of the greatest rank and 
fortune, and most respected in the county. 
Jf this bé wrong, it is a defect in the sys- 
tem, but I think it belongs toit. But, Sir, 
in what circumstances is it that his Majesty's 
ministers are so very ready to disband any 
part of that force, in which, hitherto, they 
have professed to rely for the public de- 
fence? Itis at the same moment when we 
hear it from them, and have it under the 
hand of the Secretary of State, “ that an 
immediate and formidable attack upon our 
independence and ¢xistcnce, as a nation, 
is threatened by a powerful and implacable 
enemy.”’—Surely, Sir, these considerations 
deserve the attention of the greatest ablities, 
and of the most eminent persons in this 
House. To watch the conduct of govern- 
ment, to take care of the public safety is, at 
all times, their special duty ;- but particularly 
now, when, unfortunately for the country, 
they have no other duty to perform. 
Colonel Craufurd.—I rise, Sir, for the pur- 
pose of decidedly opposing the motion for 
. your leaving the chair. When I consider the 
magnitude and importance of the subject to 
which this bill relates, and the insignificance 
of the bill itself; when’ I consider, I say, 
the magnitude and importance of this sub- 
ject, as immediately embracing the whole 
system of the irregular force of the country, 
and not. remotely but very materially affect- 
ing our regular army, I do: feel that upon 
such a subject (so great in itself, so exten- 





.PARL, DEBATES, Fen. 29.—Voluntecr Consolidation Bill. 


sive in its consequences) to come tog 
conclusion as the adoption of this bill g 
any thing that can be well engrafted upg 
in the committee, would be a most ¢ 
misfortune.—For if, Sir, we were foag 
this bill; our passing it would, I fear, beg 
sidered by the country, I am sure would 
construed by his Majesty's ministers 
parliamentary approbation of that 
upon which they have thought proper 
the defence of this empire, against theg 
formidable attack that ever was pn 
against it.—-And when I contemplate { 
turé of that attack, the immense nu 
and the excellence of the army by which 


is to be made, their inveterate hostility Rig 
and the consequent enthusiasm with which 


they will embark in this enterprize, the my. 


controled power and extraordinary talentsof - 


the man by whom they are conducted ;— 
when, on the other hand, I take a viewof 
the immense powers which this country pop 
sesses, and consider how, by the false meu 
sures of the ministers, these powers hay 
been, I will not say misapplied) but actually 
shackled, repressed, and deprived of haf 


their energy and action; when I considerall 
this, Sir, 1° feel myself bound by the most 


sacred duty to endeavour to prevent our pi 


Aa 


ceeding any further upon such a system, and | 
shall, therefore, propose that instead of go 
ing into a committee upon this io 
bill, we should rather appoint a day for: ake 


ing a more enlarged and general view of the 


military system of the country.—Sir, wha 


I speak of the formidable nature of the a 
tack that is preparmg against us, and expres 
my opinion that our defensive measuresaft 
defective and insignificant, I beg I may ag 


be understood to think that there is a danger 


of the country being absolutely subdued jj 
the enemy. <A zealous but rather an i 


creet friend of his Majesty's ministers, bs 


said in their praise, that under them the 
tion governs itself ; and so, I trust, Sit, tha 
notwithstanding their mismanagement 
nation will at least defend itself against 


mate subjugation. —That event I will put at 


of the question.—But is it enough for us! 
know that this empire is not in dangers 
becoming a province of France, would iti) 
be in the highest degree disgraceful andi 
worthy of Britons to rest satisfied wi 
assurance that we shall not be eutirély @ 
quered by that enemy, with whom we and 
aricestors have so often and so glorious 
tended? Ido not say, Sir, that 

not for a time’to stand on tie defensiv 
our defensive should be of such 
would enable us not only ultimatel 

an inyading enemy after a long and 
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, but almost instantly to annihi- 

or drive back into the sea the army 
ich should: have been rash enough to set 
foot upon our’ shores.—Such’ is not our 
sent situation ; but it might have been 
sh, if the ministers had made a’ proper 
se of the, time*that has elapsed since we 
“qere warned of the attack which is now, 
, nearat hand. In order to repair, 
“gpmuch as possible, the effects of the mea- 

B sges which they have pursued, would re- 
quire amuch more complete revision and a- 
‘mendment of them than any thing whichcan 
engrafted on the present bill; and, therefore, 

is that I oppose our going into a committee 

B wponit—If his Majesty's ministers in framing 
thisbill had aimed at something great, even 
aithough they should have so bungled the exe- 
"gation as to render it inadequate to the at- 
tainment of their object, still; Sir, I should 
“have entertained good hope (founded upon 
ny own. parliamentary experience) that, in 
its ess through the House, the-bill 
sight have been so improved and corrected, 
sto have become a great and a useful mea- 
gute. These hopes, I say, would have been 
founded upon my own parliamentary expe- 
fienee, because [ do recollect, that the bill 
Which they introduced last ‘session, for the 
purpose of enabling his Majesty to call upon 
-ageat portion of the people to join in the 
of the empire against an attack 


i 


which even then was thought to be near at | 


ad, was drawn up in such a manner, that 
it gone out of the House as it came into 


it, the whole of the volunteer force would, | 


tothis very hour, have received only one 
day's drilling.. The object that was aimed at 
by those with whom the idea of that bill ori- 
fiated, was, certainly, a great one ; but it 
wapvery generally reported, and 1 believe 
tpon good grounds, that it did zof originate 
with his Majesty’s ministers. I have reason 
lobelieve, Sir, that the great outline of it 
Was sugested to them by a right hon. gent. 
(Mr, Pitt) whom [ am grieved to see in a 
Piivate station, at a time when the country 
tands'so much in neéd of the aid of ‘all those 
Most distinguished for their abilities —Yet 
iihough his Majesty's ministers had con- 
‘Mtived to fill up the outline that was given 

tm in so unskilful a manner, yet the bill, 

ithe course of its. progress through the 

guse, received such corrections and. im- 
ploréments as would have rendered it a great 

powerful weapon, if it had been put into 


thends of a government that was capable 
ing it.-—But, Sir, the otitline of the 
bill is so confined, that there is no 
work in; the basis isso narrow, that 


peat can be founded upon it; as 
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well might one attempt to erect a palace off 
the scite of ‘a cottage, ‘or to’ build a line of 
battle ship on ‘the ‘keel of a jolly boat ora 
wherry.—I say, Sir, if we would effect any 
thing great, we must not’ proceed upon this 
insignificant bill, bat must come to-a com- 
plete revision of our whole military system. 
Let it not, however, be supposed, that I 
would recommend, at this moment, to undo’ 
any thing that has been done, with a view to 
any fature and distant improvement. I cet- 
tainly would not makeone retrograde step ; 
for although we'have long been kept in 4 
state of constant ‘expectation of invasion, yet 
I do think that the period is now arrived 
when that event may certainly be supposed 
to’be near at hand; both because the enemy 
‘has had full’ time to make his preparations, 
and because at this season ofthe year the eas- 





| terly winds most commonly prevail. What! 
| I would propose, therefore, is to pass as quick- 
| ly as possible froma bad'system to a good one, 
| not (as I said before) by abruptly undoing 
| what hasbeen done, but by improving 
what is faulty, and adding what is deficient, 
—This being the principle upon which I 
would proceed, it becomes impossible for me 
to defer expressing my opinions until we go 
into a committee upon the bill; and I am 
the more inclined, Sir, to take it up in the 
present stage, because I confess that some- 
_ thing, which lately fell from the Chancellor’ 
of the Exchequer, made me wish to seize the 
| earliest opportunity of again commenting up- 
_ on the measures which have been adopted for 
the defence of the country:—Upon that oc- 
casion, Sir, (I mean the second reading of 
this bill) the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
threw down the gauntlet and challenged the 
House to prove that he and his colleagues 
had not done every thing that could have 
been done to provide for the safety or call 
forth the strength of the empire. I take up 
the gauntlet ; “f accept the challenge; I de 
sire that a day may be fixed fot the investi«. 
gation ; and J pledgé myself to prove, that 
since the commencement of the war our 
affairs have ‘been grossly mismanaged.—I 
cannot, indeed,.on the present occasion, go 
so much at large into the discussion as I shall 
be enabled to do on the day which will, [ 
hope, be appointed for that investigation 
which they challenge and I desire; but [ 
shall seize this opportunity of taking a ge- 
neral view of the'‘subject.. I hope I shall 
not detain the House very long; but I do 
not think it necessery to offer any apology 
tor delaying (if I cannot prevent) your leav- 
ing the chair, because I do not conceive it 
possible’ that the House should feel impa- 





tient to go into a committee upon su¢b a bill 
O° 
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as this.—I shall begin, Sir, with that which 
resénts itself to. most men’s mind. as the 
Firat and most important part of the public 
force, I mean the navy. Upon: this I shall 
only saya very few words,—It certainly is 
_ Bot my intention to bring any direct charge 

against the Admiralty, forthis plain reason, 
that I am not at present possessed of suffi- 
cient!y accurate information upon which to 
ground it; but, Sir, 1 cannot. sufficiently 
express my astonishment at the two and only 
modes of defence which have lately been re- 
Sorted to in this House when the conduct of 
that department has been called in question. 
—The.one is by a comparison of our pre- 
sent naval establishment with that which has 
been kept up and found tobe sufficient in 
former wars. But: this species of defence, 
Sir, is good for nothing, unless. it can be 
proved that the present situation of this 
country, with respect tothe enemy, is simi- 
Jar to our situation in the periods referred to. 
—Now I will not enter into any reasoning 
to prove that no such similarity exists, and 
that the attack with which we now are me- 
naced is, beyond all sort of comparison, more 
formidable than any that we were formerly 
threatened with ; because I feel that it would 
be an insult to the House to take up their 
time in proving that which must be evident 
to every man of common sense.—This spe- 
cies of defence, .by comparison, is there- 
fore, I say, good for nothing ; and really, 
Sir, it does appear to me that the other 
which was set up by a Lordof the Admiralty, 
is equally absurd.—We are told that the 
low rate of insurance is a proof of the suffi- 
ciency of the exertions made inthe admi- 
nistration of the naval department. The 
low rate of insurance certainly proves that 
few of our ships are taken ; but what is that 
owing to? Why, Sir, it isin.a great mea- 
sure owing to this, that the enemy does not 
attempt to take them. He does not think 
it worth his while to be nibbling at the fruits 
of our industry, when he is preparing to 
strike at the very root of it, and to dry 
up the source from which all our commerce 
flows. The French government not only 
does not encourage the fitting out of priva- 
teers, but absolutely ‘forbids it ; and is col- 
lecting all the seamen, that can be procured 
either in France~or the neighbouring coun- 
tries, for the purpose of preparing that grand 
explosion by whieh they hope to overwhelm 
us, This mode of defending the conduct 
of the Admiralty is, therefore, as little to the 
purpose ‘as the other ; nor can they satisfy 
the doubts which are pretty génerally en- 
tertained in any other way than by shewing, 
either that they bave-done all that was pos- 


sible to be done, or that they have done as | 
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much as the exigencies of the times requj, 
I have said that I do not mean to bring » 
direct charge against the Admiralty ; 4 
certainly have heard enough to make gy 
wish that the: subject may soon be-broy 
regularly before the House by a right ho, 
gent, (Mr. Pitt) who lately announced gy. 
intention of doing so.— have heard, forty, 
stance, from such authority as leaves me 
doubt of the fact, that on a part of the cog 
which is perhaps more than any otherg, 
posed to the attack of the enemy's 
many vessels perfectly calculated for op 
such a force, well manned. and belongigg 
persons extremely willing to prepare’then 
tor that service, did not receive their’ gum 
till some time after Christmas. And as {hig 
happened in a situation than which nom 
perhaps is more favourable for the en 
purpose, it may be doubted whether in othe 
places we are even now prepared as yp 
ought to be. — Having said these few work 
respecting the navy, because.the subject had 
been introdaced by others in d'scussing this 
measure, I shall now proceed to considerthe 
system of our land force ; and although | 
shall chiefly direct my attention to that pat 
of it to which this bill more immediately te 
lates, yet I shall think it right to make 
a few observations respecting the other 
branches of the service.—And here, Sit,it 
will be necessary to consider the mea 
which the miuisters possessed at the com 
mencement of the war.--This House gave 
repeated proofs not only of its willingnes 
but anxiety to furnish them with all thepe 
cuniary means, and invest them with all the 
powers of every kind which might emable 
them to call forth the strength of the on 
and the whole body of the people when 

ed upon, displayed an unexampled degreeot 
patriotism and zeal : in short, all the meat 
possessed by this,country. were completely 
their disposal. Now let us: see how thé 
have applied these means in the differett 
branches of the military service.——In thé 
first place, with respect to the army, we had, 
Sir, when the war broke out, an army td 
so strong as it ought to have been in poll 
of numbers, but strong, indeed, in all tho 
excellent qualities which constitute the vey 
soul of an army. Jt was strong, I say, m4 
truly military spirit, in an excellent and 


firmly established discipline, in considerable” 


experience acquired in the course of 
war, and above all, Sir, it was. strongin® 
consciousness of its prowess, so. recenly 
evinced in the glorions exploits which a pit 
cf it-had achieved on the plains of Egyp 
—I may speak my- opinion of that campag® 
the more freely, because I had no shareiniy 
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gdwheo I consider all the difficulties that 
had to contend with, I do sincerely 

fink, “that in the whole course -of the late 
- war,in which so many brilliant actions were 
performed by all the armies that were engaged 
init, nothing was done either by the French 
or allies equal to the achievements of the 
faglish in Egypt.—The happy effect which 
these’ Victories naturally produced on the 
minds ofthe army, was not confined to those 
brave men~by whem they were gained, 
Brery British soldier sympathized with them ; 
wyregiment in the service felt an increas- 
@ confidence in its- powers; and when 
marching against the enemy would be elec- 
ified by the sound of Alexandria With 
sich an army on the one hand, (not, indeed, 
fo nutwerous as it ought to have been, but 
¢qual'to’ any in Europe in all those incorpo- 
real excellencies which constitute the soul. of 
an attsy) and with a great population. on 
theother, (brave as our countrymen have al- 
ways shewn themselves, but glowing, upon 
‘this oecasion, with a more than ordinary de- 
greeof patriotic zeal) it is obvious that all 
the measures of the government- ought to 
have been so calculated as to infuse the spi- 
titofthe one, into as large a mass of the 
other, as it was capable cf animating.—I 
shal} nov here enter into the examination of 
the means which were or might have been 
wed'té raise men; but shall consider only 
these that has been made of them when 
mised; which has, in my opinion, been ex- 
tremely erroneous.—The- first thing that 
dught to have been done was to augment 
every one of the existing regiments to as 
great a number of men as they could contain 
without becoming unmanageable ; both be- 
case recruits engrafted upon an old regi- 
ment will niuch sooner-become fit for ser- 
viee'than if formed into new corps; and also, 
becatise in the former case they will soon be 
‘Inspired, not only with the general spirit of 
thearmy, but also with that particular pride 
id esprit de corps which exists in each old 
regiment, and is founded upon the recollec- 
hon of its former services. — And when I 
compare the establishment of officers in onr 
regiments with that of any other army in 
Europe, I think. I have good reason for 
fying, that with a small increase of those 
below the rank of field officers, vhe regiments 
might have been augmented to 12 or 1400 
Meén'each, and that with some interior ar- 
Mogements, which it is unnecessary to enter 
to here, they would uot have been un- 
ji-Had ministers pursued this system 

iw the augmentation of the army, instead of 
§ thirty six new battalions, the new 

‘its might-soon haye been made equal. to 
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the old stock, and we should still have had a 
great number of good officers remaining to 
be employed in forming the Reserve, which 
I shall presently mention, as well as in in- 
structing the /rregulars.—I now, Sir, come 
to mention a description of force for which 
no pfovision whatever has been made, f 
mean a real Reserve, destined to join the 
regiment inthe event of actual invasion; 
by means of which the losses sustained in 
the first actions would be immediately re 
paired, and the strength of the army would 
be constantly increasing, or atleast remain 
undiminished, even during ‘the course of 
the most severe operations.—The Reserve 
which I have in contemplation might have 
been formed in such a manner as to inter- 
fere very little indeed with thé ordinary 
avocations of the people, and could not 
reasonably have been considered as a hard- 
ship in any point of view.—I would have 
taken this reserve, by ballet, from amongst 
the first elass, that is, from those who from 
age and other circumstances are fittest for 
the military service ; officers from half-pay 
should have been distributed through thé 
cotintry to instruct them ; and that instrucé 
tion should have been confined. to the ren 
dering them expert if loading and firing, 
and teaching them the very little else that is 
absolutely necessary to enable them to také 
their places in the rear ranks of the regi- 
ments when called into the field, — If the 
army had been augmented on pnt 
I have mentioned, and no more officers than 
were really necessary had been employed it 
forming the reserve, there would still have 
remained in the country, as applicable to the 
irregulars, a considerable number of men of 
some military experience ; and without the 
aid of such men, | think it impossible that 
they should ever be able to render the ser- 
vices that they would otherwise be capable 
of.—I now, Sir, come to consider that-part 
of our present force to which this-bill imme 
diately relates; and I must say, that the 
w hole system of the volunteer establishment, 
as it now exists, appears tome to’be funda 
mentally wrong. The manner in which it is 
constituted, the mode in which the expense 
is defrayed, the committees, the exemptions, 
the mode of training this force, and the use 
which is intended to be made ofit, nay even 
the cloathing itself, in’ short, all. and every 
part of the system I do most entirely disap> 
prove of.—In the first place, I shall take no- 
tice of the exemptions, because (as I have 
frequently said before) I consider these tobe 
the greatest evil of thé whole system. It is to- 
tally unnecessary for me to take up the time 
of the House by tracing- the origin of this 
Qo2 a 
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evil. _ For I .am sure that every member 
must be convinced,. as. ].am,-that the vo- 
lunteers ‘having become.entitled to these-ex- 
emptions was solely owing to the. blunders 
of those who framed -the bills; I have, in- 
deed, on former occasions, heard one. of his 
Majesty's ministers attempt to deny it; but 
they must prove tome that I have been af- 
flicted with some. malady which deprivesme 
“of the power of recollection, before they can 
persuade me.that I am mistaken in this as- 
sertion. In the army of reserve bill no ex- 
emptions were intended to be granted, .ex- 


cept to volunteers who had been enrolled be- . 


fore that measure was brought forward : in 
the general.defence bill the only inducement 
held out to voluntary service, was that, in 
districts where a sufficient number came 
forward to enroll themselves, the compul- 
sory clauses,of that act should not-be en- 
forced. This, I say,.was the only exemp- 
tion that was intended by Parliament, or ex- 
pected by those who volunteered under the 
defence act ; and I consider it as a libel-on 
the spirit and patriotism of the people, to 
gay (as it has been said), that they required 
any farther inducement.—The mischievous 
effects of that extraordinary blunder, by 
which the intentions of the legislature have 
been so completely. counteracted, are, in 
my opinion, nothing less thar. to cripple and 
weaken every branch of the public force, 
the regular army, the army of reserve, the 
militia, and even the irregular or volunteer 
force itself: for.so long as the present sys- 
fem is persevered in, you cannot have vo- 
lunteers without exemptions from. ballot, 
and you cannot grant.exemptions to so large 
@ proportion of: the people as.ought to be in 
arms. It is to: this, latter effect of the ex- 
¢€mptions, I mean their operation in prevent- 
ing your increasing the number of your ir- 
regulars, that I shall chiefly direct my: obser- 
vations upon the present occasion : not that 
Ithink this the most important, part of our 
force, of that, I fancy I shall not be suspect- 


ed: my partiality to one of a different 


description, Imean to a regular army, is, I 
believe; well known, and it did in the last 
sessions induce an hon, gent. whom I do not 
now see in the House, to give me the appel- 
Jation of the Regulaz Colonel ; he meant it as 
a joke, but Econiegs that 1 felt myself obliged 
tohim for it ; 1 am proud of it; Iam happy 
to be distinguished from the colonels whom 
one now-a-days meets in every street. of the 
town, I wish that all.my brother officers, of 
<the same rankin the army, were distinguish- 
ed by the same appellation ; I wish we were 
_ wll called regular colonels.—It has been justly 
_ Pbsetvedby aight hon. friend of mine (Mr. 


- a us 


a, 
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Windham), that, the profusion of tilitary 
titles bestowed on the volunteer officers 
completely deprived those of the re 
army of that honourable distinction jn. 9, 
ciety which they formerly enjoyed, as, pe, 
haps, the -only reward tor having: devote. 
themselves to the risks and hardships ofy, 
profession, in which they must. necessayj 
sacrifice those advantages which are gene 
rally considered as constituting a very 
portion of the comforts of life—This 4s ng 
longer the case; this gratification: weng 


. longer enjoy ; for if, instead . of passing 


life in the army, 1 had pursued any other 
easy.and lucrative profession; I might stil 
have been acolonel ; I might have been 4 
merchant anda colonel, a banker and.acg. 
lonel, a physician and a colonel, in short, any 
thing bat. a divine ; and expect. that, in 
a short time, even the profession. of a 
churchman will not p:event his assumingg 
military title. —But to return from this di- 
gression. (which I hope the House will 
excuse), I repeat that these exemptions, ex 
clusive of their baneful influence. on. other 
branches of our military establishment, are to 
be considered, as a most serious evil) imag 
much as they prevent the increase of their 
regular unembodied force.—To this, I sup 
pose, it will be answered, what, ate you % 
much alarmed at the, enemy's preparations 
as to think that'400,000 volunteers «in -addi- 
tion to the army and militia are not suffi 
cient for our security? Why, Sir, [trast 
am not more alarmed than every reasonable 
man ought tobe; but Ido confess, that inmy 
opinion, 4C0,000 meg dispersed 4s they arein 
almostequal proportions over the wholesur 


| face of the kingdom, are not enough. When 


however I say this, I beg I may not be Um 


| derstood to mean, that even with sucha 


force as we now have, there is apy prtobir 
bility of our being conquered ;—butld 
maintain that we are not, as we might have 
been, in such a state of preparation asto 
ensure our being able to get the. better ofan 
invading enemy. without the risk of pit 
vious!y sustaining some great disastei— 
A right hon. gent. (Mr. Yorke) has toldas, 
that not above one-fourth of the first class of 
the people are in the volunteer corps 5 00%) 
I, Sir, should wish (as I have frequently said 
on former occasions) that the whole of the 
first class should; be armed, and, inmaly 
districts, the second and third class also, that 
iy to say, that the great mass of the: 

bodied active men of the country shogldbe 
prepared, not to drive away theje cattle a 
destroy their provisions, but to. fight/and 
harrass the enemy. In short, Sir, dwis 
that, instead of a comparatively small body 
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givileged volunteers, we had what has, 
, been more than once recommend- 
pytwo men of the most distinguished ta- 
jents (Messrs. Windham and Fox), I mean 
an armed peasantry. A noble lord (Castle- 


. feagh) has told us, on a former occasion, that | 
qwehave even in our own times a sttiking 


le of the efficacy of sucha force as 
our volunteers, when opposed toa veteran 
army, and I understood bim to-say, that we 
had no such examples to produce in favour 
gfan armed peasantry. - But I confess that, 
inmy opinion, the events of modern history 

r'to prove exactly the reverse.— The 
jostance quoted by the noble lord, was that 
ofthe battle of Jemappe ;—but the truth is, 
that the French troops who gained that 
battle were perfectly unlike our volunteers. 
The greater part of them had been formed 
onthe foundation of the old army of France ; 
fritisa mistake to suppose, that that army 
was dissolved by the revolution, ‘The ma- 


jority of the general officers, and many of 


oher ranks, certainly emigrated, but not the 
bik of the army. Of the artillery and en- 


gineer corps (containing the best informed | 

Z N) . se oe | 
officers in F’rance) very few individuals came | 
away: allthe other regiments (with only one | 


of two exceptions) also remained in the 


country; and of the “regimental officers | 
(that description, at least, who before the | 
revolution chiefly resided with their corps) | 
avery great proportion did not leave France. | 
—But admitting, as I do, that great part of | 


thetroops engaged at Jemappe had not been 


engrafted on the regiments of the line ; still, | 
Isay, they were perfectly unlike what our | 
volunteers will be at the commencement of | 


ainvasion. ‘They had been long embodied 


and in the field ; and a great part of them | 
bad been engaged in a successful and, what | 
they no doubt would consider to be, a glo- | 
fous campaign ; for a general of the highest | 


tepotation at the head of an army, esteemed 
tobe at least one of the best in Europe, had 
retreated before them. 


which we have heard so much, general Du- 
mourier, according to the most credible’ ac- 
sounts, had between forty and fifty, or even 
ithas been said, sixty thousand men, against 
about sixteen thousand Austrians, so that at 
ay rate it cannot be considered as any great 
proof of French prowess; and if they do 
themselves upon it, I think they have 


to boast of.—This example of the noble 


lord's does not, therefore, in my opinion, 
Prove any thing in favour of our volunteer 
‘item ; but it does so happen, Sir, that the 
ate war affords us what I should consider as 
PMuch better test of the comparative me- 





| It must also be re- | 
collected, that in this battle of Jemappe, of | 
| am I of this, that whenever the invasion 
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rits of the numerous armed peasantry for 
which I contend; as contrasted with such a 
force as our volunteers. I mean, Sir, that 
glorious example set to.the world by the 
Vendéan peasants ; an example which (if 
Britons need Jook for any thing to emulate 
out of their own country) we should never 
lose sight of/’ The national guards, who 
first attacked the Vendéans, were very like 
our volunteers, well armed, and provided 
with a numerous artillery ; the Vendéans, 
on the other hand, could scarcely be called 
an armed peasantry ;' for the fact 1s, that ia 
the outset of the contest, a great proportion 
of them had no other means of providing 
themselves with fire arms but by wresting 
them out of the hands of their enemies. Yet, 
even in this state (many of them having no- 
thing but pitchforks), they attacked their 
opponents with irresistible impetuosity, took 


| from them the whole of their artillery, and 


completely destroyed this army of volun- 
teers.—Large bodies of troops of the line 
afterwards marched against them, but were 
likewise defeated. When they, on the other 
hand, had the worst of it, they used to dis- 
perse so rapidly, that the enemy saw no- 
thing to pursue or strike at ; and they as- 
sembled again as quickly whenever they 
chose to renew the combat. Now [ say, Sir, 
with such an example of what bas been done 
by-a rude peasantry, totally without discipline, 
and, in the beginning, almost without arms,’ 
what might we not expect from our own, 
if the great mass of the physical strength of 
the nation was prepared to co-operate with 
our regular forces, instead of being excluded, 
as three-fourths of the stoutest and youngest 
men in the country now are, and disgusted 
(as they must be) by the exemptions which 
you grant to the volunteers? No nation 
upon earth possesses a larger share of natu- 
ral courage than the English; and, if you 
take the proper means to call forth their 
exertions, they will defend their country 
with as much enthusiasm as was ever dis- 
played by any other people. So confident 


takes place, I should be happy to command 


| a body of sturdy peasants, even although 


they were armed only with pikes; and if I 


| did not find an opportunity of performing 


some action that would do honéurto them 
and to myself, [ think I should deserve to 
be dismissed from his Majesty's service.— 
And now , Sir having said so much on the 
superiority of an armed peasantry over our 
present volunteer establishment, I think it 
will be as well to describe shortly, what I 
mean by an armed peasantry, and in what 
respect they would differ from the yolue- 
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teers.—In the. first place, their numbers 
would be three or four times as great, and 
‘would comprize the whole of the first class 
of the people, three-fourtlis of whom a 
right ‘hon. gent. (Mr, Yorke) has told us, 
are not now enrolled. 2dly, their dress, if 
any distinction of that sort was adopted, 
would be much less expensive, consisting 
merely of a short coarse great coat, which, 
with their arms, a small knapsack, and a 
bag for their provisions, would constitute 
the whole expense cf their equipment ; 


and 3dly, their instruction or drilling would — 


be simple, natural, and strictly confined to 
, that which could be really useful to them 
when acting as irregulars in the field.—I 
should of course give fire arms to as great a 
proportion of them as possible, and pikes to 
the rest until fire arms could be procured — 
For the purpose of teaching them the use of 
their‘arms, I certainly should prefer game- 
keepers and poachers to any militia serjeants 
in the kingdom ; for I should wish them to 
Jeayn no more than just what every one is 
taught when he first goes a shooting. All 
that L would require of them is to load the 
piece well, and to handle it in such a manner 
as not- to injure themselves or their neigh- 
bours but to hit their prey. Provided they 
could use their arms with efect, I would 
never plague them about forms; and whe- 
ther they earried the firelock in one way or 
another, on the right shoulder or the left, 
would be to me a matter of perfect indiffe- 
rence. Somuch for the use of arms. As to 
~ manceuyres, they should be so extremely sim- 
ple that the principles of them might be 
taught in a very few days. Some prac- 
tice would, indeed, be necessary to make 
them expert and ready in applying these 
movements to.all the variety of ground; but 
there.is a-most essential difference between 
such a mode of employing their time and 
that which is now pursued; for what I 
recommend would be a lively, active and 
amusing éxercise, and exactly resembling 
what they would have to do upon actual 
service. I would teach them to take advan- 
tage of the circumstances of ground ; to line 
ahedge in such a way as to expose them- 
selves as little as possible tothe enemy's fire ; 
to advance rapidly to another position when- 
ever there was an opportunity of gaining 
- grounds to retreat with equal rapidity and 
line the hedges in their rear, whenever they 
found themselves pressed, abd to condense 
themselves into a compact body and dash 


into any opening that might present itself, . 


in the enemy's. line, wherever his evident 
dis: rder and. their great superiority of num- 
bers should induce the officers who. led them 
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to think it pradent to charge.—Such, Sin, jy 
the armed peasantry that J] would ree nd 
ipstead of our present volunteers ; and » 
far am I from agreeing with those yl 
think that the latter possess any qualitigs 
which can at ail be put in competition wih 
the great superiority of mumbers- of the 
former, that I really think that in 
point of difference, the advantage is in fg 
vour of that which I propose. Let ns fing. 
take the articie of dress. When objections 
have been made to the present cloathing of 
the volunteers, they have been treated with’ 
a.certain degree of ridicule. For my part, 
I own, that the objection does not appear ig 
me to be by any means trivial. I think it 

by degrees, have a very bad effect on the 
army to see a-ody of men so like regolap 
soldiers in their dress, and so unlike themig 
theirconduct. ‘That they are unlike soldieg. 
in their behaviour, no body can deny who 
will take the trouble of going on to ay 
lunteer parade....I do not blame them fo 
this ; jt is unnatural to expect it should bg 
otherwise ; and if they were not dressed like 
soldiers, there perhaps would not be mach 
harm in allowing it to a certain degree, a 
in attempting to prevent it altogether.. Bot 
aright hon. Secretary (Mr. Yorke) has told 
us, that it isa very good thing to haveth 
volunteers dressed in red, because then the’ 
enemy, when he sees them at a distance, 
take them for soldiers. Now, really; f 
think this is treating them with greaterdip 
respect than any thing that has ever beet 
said of them by those against whom sucha 
clamour has been raised. The right hom 
gent. seems to put them on a footing with 
the women in Wales, of whom it wassaid, 
that their appearance in their red cloaks, 1 
turning from market, contributed to thé 
sarrendcr of the French. I think that upon 
actual service many inconveniences 
arise from their being dressed like the army, 
If they give way (and men of this description 
may often have occasion to do so) our ow 
troops, at a distance from them, may thitk 
some regiments of the line aredefeated, whith 
may produce a bad effect on the rest} 
whereas, if they are dressed as they ought 


to be, the soldiers would know at once that 


the retreating body was not a part of tht 


army, and that the line remained entire 


In the same way the general may be betrayed 
into some false or unnecessary movem it 
by not being able ta distinguish the one from 
the other. I think, too, that with resped 
to the effect likely to be produced:on tht 


minds of the enemy, it would be mug: 


better that they should not be dressed 
military uniform. If the French showle 


oh 
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‘eats body of volunteers, they would say they 
juddefeated the troops of the line, which 
would increase their'confidence. If, on the 
@het hand, they should be beat by the vo- 
jonteérs, their officers would easily persuade 
hem that they had been engaged with our 
ws ; and they would consider it.as one 
ofthe ordinary occurrences of war. But if, 
othe contrary, our armed peasantry, such 
gp Fpropose, not dressed like soldiers, should 
nceattack and defeat ‘a body of the enemy, 
guch'an event would dishearten them in the 
greatest degree; for they then would na- 
tially say to each other, “ see with what 
qourage these peasants fight us; we are here 
engaged in a vain and endless contest against 
fe hole body of a nation in arms.”——So 
muchas to the dress ; 1 now come to can- 
fider the effect of training the volunteers on 
In this respect, as well 
ain the cloathing, we go upon the plan of as- 
timilating them to the troops of the line. 
This is aiming at what we can never effect. 
We start upon a principle fundamentally 
eroneous, I know that in this respect I 
difer from a right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) 
Whose talents and eloquence must always 
tgreat weight to his opii.ions ; yet, upon 

4 subject so immediately connected with 
my own profession, I cannot give up my 
j nt to his; and I maintain, that the 
regular system of tactics, according to which 
the volunteers are now trained, is not only 
not better than that simple, natural, and 
tay method which [ would teach, but that it 
teally is a great deal worse. It is worse, I 
uy, not merely because it requires much 
more time to learn it (and with the volun- 
teers every hour that they are taken from 
their ordinary occupations should be con- 
sidered of importance) but also because, 
when learnt, it is totally unlike any thing 
they will have to do in presence of the ene- 
my.—I am sure itis not from prejudice 
that I reject it, I was formerly one of the 
most zealous advocates ; and in a regiment 
Which I commanded for five or six years in 


India, I practised it with success before it 


had been adopted in the rest of the army. 
We took it from the great King of Prussia, 
by whom it was introduced and brought to 
perfection. It was admirably calculated for 
the nature of the country where his: armies 
lat to act ; which, consisting of extensive 
plaitis, made it necessary that large bodies 
of ttovips should be able to make great com- 
bined movements with perfect regularity and 
oder, But the same general principle, 
Which induced him to adopt this system, 

wid make us reject it (I mean the prin- 
tiple of adapting your tactics to the ground 
Yuareto'act upon), for the two countries 
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are totally different. — If we could sup- 
pose ‘England reduced to tkat unfortunate 
state of being absolutely precluded from ever 
carrying on offensive war, in that case I 
should say, that we ought not to adopt the 
Prussian system, even for the infantry of the 
line: but -as the latter are exposed to serve 
in all countries, it is necessary they should 
know both methods; and on the plains of 
Egypt they certainly experienced the ad- 
vantages of this solid regular system.—I do 
not, therefore, say that it should be wholly 
exploded in the regular army; but I-can 
conceive no earthly reason for applying it to 
a body of men, who are never to act out of 
this country, and who in it ought never te 
be used as regular troops.—The volunteers 
(who cannot know any fhing of war) natu- 
rally expect, that what they are taught upon 
the field of exercise is like what they are to 
do upon the field of battle ; and in propor- 
tion as they become ve in the one, they 
naturally acquire confidence in their fitaess 
for the other. But what will be the effect 
produced on their minds, when the first time 
they see the enemy, they discover that what 
the? have been learning is wholly impracti- 
cable, and that the confidence they had ac- 
quired in their own proficiency is ill found- 
ed? Is it not natural, I say, that this dis- 
appointement should be productive of mis- 
chievous consequences ? Whether this sys- 
tem of tactics be practicable or not in such 
a country as ours, is a questiom which many 
gentlemen now present dare perfectly com- 
petent to decide; because there are very 
many of them who have applied themselves 
to the’ duties of volunteer officers in a man- 
ner that does them the highest credit.— Now 
I will ask any volunteer officer, any regular 
officer, or any other man who will reject pe+ 
dantry and allow Common sense to operate. 
upon his mind; I say, I will ask him to pat 
in his pocket the book containingan extract 
of general Dundas’s System as now practised 
by the volunteers, and thén to ride about the 
country; and with this book in ‘his hand 
let him consider how it would be ‘possible 
for troops to perform those manceavres in 
the enclosures which cover almost the whole 
surface of this kingdom. —Sir, when [ 
mention the name of general Dundas, I hope 
I shall not be represented as speaking slight- 
ingly of that valuable officer, as I formerly 
have been said to do of the Commander in 
Chief, although I certainly never'did any such 
thing. TI have the highest'respect for gene 
ral Dundas’s abilities; and I- know that he 
has rendered the most usefal’ services.’ But 
T never can or will allow myself, as a mémber 
of Parliament, to be deterred by any consi- 
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deration from delivering my opinions, whenI 


think there is any opportunity of giving one 


that can be useful ; and I do maintain that 
what. is called general Dundas’s System, as 
now practised by the volunteers, is the very 
worst that could be adopted for them, and 
perfecly unsuited to the nature of our coun- 
try... The agricultural improvements which 
haye been so extensively encouraged all. over 
the kingdom, the hedges and ditches with 
which almost every part of it is intersected, 
tender the application of such a system ab- 
solutely impracticable. — The volunteers, 
however, must naturally form their ideas of 
war from what they are taught to practise as 
a preparation for war: moving, as they al- 
ways do, in solid battalions, they naturally 
expect that when they come to fight, they 
will meet an enemy ‘formed in the same 
manner in solid battalions Jike their own ; 
and they have probably determined to charge 
him at once. But they will see no such 
thing. They will feel the enemy rather 
than see him. They willdiscover his line 
only by the fire that issues from it; and 
whilst they, in a compact body, are present- 
ing a great mass to him which he caanot 
miss, he will be spread behind banks, hedges, 
trees, &c., taking advantage of every litile 
eircumstance of the ground in such a man- 
ner that they will scarcely see any thing 
to strike at; and they will be wholly at a 
loss how to act.—It is natural, that when 


men.go intoaction for the first. time, they 


should bein some degree embarrassed ; but 
what must that embarrassment be, if they 
find (as will be the case with the volunteers), 
that every thing is so perfectly unlike what 
they have practised and been taught to ex- 
pect ?—I well recollect how. much I was sur- 
prized, when I first saw the French, at not 
being able to discover those solid battalions 
to which my eye was accustomed, having 
then had no experience in war, excepting 
on the plains of India. I afterwards, in Ire- 
land, had an opportunity of observing, in a 
trifling instance, the effect of teaching men 
a system. not sulted to the country; for, 
upon my ordering an officer of militia to 
occupy an enclosure, he drew up his men in 
a solid body in.the middle of the field, as he 
had always done on the parade, instead of 
lining the fence ; and however absurd such 
a mistake may appear, it is not much to be 
wondered at that men should do what you 
have taught them.—I repeat it then, that, in 
my opinion, the present system of training is 
in every point of view extremely injudicious, 
It. is attended.with much unnecessary con- 
straint 5 it takes up too much of their time ; 
and it is wholly unsuited to the country and 
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species of warfare in which they. willbe», 
gaged : whereas, what I recommend ig xy 
natural, and is just what they will have 

when acting against the enemy, Whe 
therefore, gentlemen, who prefer opp 
‘sent volunteers to an armed peasani 
ground that preference on their preter 


superiority in military, skill, 1 say th ra 


completely mistaken, The armed 

try, such as I propose, would bé much betig 
taught than they are for real use ; besides 
being infinitely more numerous,—But, § 


-when I regret that one effect of the exer 


tions granted to the volunteers is to prevent 
our having an irregular armament as exten, 
sive as I should wish, the answer is that this 
is of no consequence, for that the want of 


a sufficient number of arms would preyentit 


even if the exemptions did _not.—Whatsip. 
nifies (say they) whether the mistake in the 
bill produces the effect you complain of 
not; for if more men were enrolled 

could not be armed? So that the minister 
are reduced to. the dilemma of urging ther 
neglects as an excuse for their blundeme 
Upon this subject of arms, Sir, I remember 
that on a former occassion (the debate onthe 


_ army estimates) I acknowledged that a stat 


ment made by a noble lord (Castlereagh) 
did appear to me to acquit the board of on 
nance of any charge of neglect or want of 
exertion since the commencement of the war 
But I certainly should not have said this, if 
the noble lord, at the same time that he told 
us how many arms bad bcen issued since the 
commencement of hostilities, had also told 
us how many there were in store when wa 
was declared. This latter statement has 
since. been given us ; and on comparing the 
one with the other, it appears that the noi 
ber issued within these last twelve months 
is only 35,000 more. thay were then inthe 
arsenals, I therefore retract my. former col. 
cession, and again assert, that there has been 
great want of exertions somewhere. Pe 
haps the ordnance department is notto 
blame ; they can only act in conformity to 
the instructions they receive from govem 
ment ; but if the ordnance has not beentt 
miss, governmeat has. To this I: suppow 
they will answer, that I ought to make allow 
ance fur the number of arms that arenow 
in store. In the first place, I should liketo 
know what the number is? And then, diy 
when they say we have a great. armiouryia 
reserve, I should like to ask the hon, 

men whether they have also an army if 
serve ? And I should be glad to know wit 
great benefit we shall derive, in case o 
emergency, from this great store of ail 
(supposing it toexist) when they havetast 
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‘pomeasures for procuring men who know 
‘ow to make use of tiem? Bat, if from 
fietever cause, a sufficient quantity of fire 
ams cannot now be had for so extensive an 
“gmament as I propose, I do most earnestly 
fecommend it to his Majesty's ministers to 
egdeavour, througti the influence of the ge- 
peral officers, and all- other means in their 
wer, to inspire the people with a confi- 
dence in the use of the pike.—I consider this 
0 beasubject of the greatest importance ; 
gd think, that under the present circum- 
gances, I could hardly render a greater ser- 
yee to my country than by contributing to 
ring this weapon into fashion.—You might 
have a8 many pikemen as you please in the 
course of a few weeks ; and every man car- 
, besides his pike,-a spade, a hatchet or 
aher useful implement ; they would prove 
jp every respect a most important addition to 
r strength, So convinced am I of 
this, that I will rather incur the risk 
gf being considered tedious, than omit 
ay opportunity of impressing it on the 
minds of his Majesty's ministers. — If 
the question was, whether you would use 
kes or muskets? there could be no choice. 
t when it is, whether you will have the 


"pike or nothing; whether a battalion of 


five or six hundred men‘ armed with mus- 
kets, will be the stronger for the adddition 
ofan equal number of pikemen, or is as well 
without them? then.I say, Sir, that the of- 
ficer who rejects such a reinforcement as 
teless, must either be totally ignorant of 
military history, or must have a very mean 
Opinion of the valour of his countrymen.— 
Sir, when we recollect what has been done 
by other men, without the advantage of fire 
arms, why should we doubt that Englishmen 
should do the same. I have already alluded 
‘to what was done by the Vendéans ; who, 
disregarding the enemy’s fire, used to run 
op to their cannon with an impetuosity 
which the Republicans could not resist. And 
do wenot recollect that, in our own country, 
abody of undisciplined Highland peasants, 
throwing away what few fire arms they had, 


and trusting only to their broadswords, . 


charged and completely defeated a superior 


“body of regular troops? A similar instance, 
Not perhaps so generally known, occurred 


‘mthe year 1794, in the northern part of 
Bengal, when the Seiks had made an irrup- 
tion into that province.’ ‘Twelve battalions 
of our Seapoys, who are as well armed and 
disciplined as the Europeans, and were, well 
airy with artillery, were attacked by a 
body of the Seik infantry. These, like the 
‘Highlanders, threw down their matchlocks, 
a swords, and charged the Company's 
ou. I. 
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troops; and although the victory was ulti- 
mately gained by the latter, yet that part of 
the line against which this attack was direct- 
ed was completely cut to pieces. Therefore, 
Iask again, why should we suppose that 
Englishmen could do nothing with pikes in 
their hands, when.so much hasbeen achiev- 
ed by other mien with no better weapons ? 
Let us endeavour to rouze them to imitate 
that great example of heroism, given to the 
world by the Vendéan peasants.’ They had, 
indeed, a great and noble cause te contend 
for; but ours is greater still. They were: 
fighting for their king, their laws, and their 
religion; but we, in addition to all these 
powerful inducements to exertion, have also 
to. contend for our independence as a nation, 
against a foreign enemy who aims at our 
subjugation. And although no man, >I 
trust, is more loyally and warmly attached 
to his Sovereign and to the monarchy than I 
am ; though no man has a imore complete 
abhorrence of the French revolution than 
have; yetif (whichGod forbid) it was decreed 
that.our monarchy should be overthrown, I 
declare to God, that I would rather be the 
slave of an Englishman as vicious as Robes- 
pierre himself, if such a monster could be 
found, than of a Henry the 4th, or the best 
man that ever sat-upon the throne of France. 
I say, then, that the people of this country 
have still greater objects to contend for than 
the Vendéans ; and I can have no doubt of 
their displaying as mach valour, if you put 
arms into their hands and take the proper 
means to rouse their enthusiasm.—Sir, al- 
though I have troubled the House so long, 
{ must beg leave to say a few words upoa 
another part of the present volunteer system, 
I mean the committees.—It is notorious that 
committees do exist; yet in this bill, which 
is meant as a consolidation and final adjust- 
ment of the laws respecting volunteers, no 
notice is taken of them whatever ; an omfs- 
sion which I think may be attended with 
very bad consequences. But although there 
is nothing relating to them in the. bill, yet 
in the speech of the right hon. Secretary of 
State in opening the business, we had an op- 
portunity of knowing his sentiments; and 
I confess I was never more surprised than 
when I heard them. The right hon. gent. has 
said, that so long asthe cammittees contine 
themselves to the financial concerns, there 
would be no harm in allowing them to con- 
tinue; but that if they should ever abuse 
this indulgence, if in any corps itshould be 
found that the committee should interfere 
improperly, and extend their deliberations to 
subjects which- it would be dangerous. to 





allow them to discuss, he would do—what ? 
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Why, recommend it to his Majesty to dis- 
miss a corps which should persevere in such 
improper conduct! Now, really, this is 
the most extraordinary code for the manage- 
ment of an armed force that I ever yet 
heard of ; if it does wrong, you have no 
remedy but to disband it |!—But, Sir, if you 
allow these committees to exist for one pur- 
pose, it is impossible for any man to say that 
they wwillnot, by degrees, be led astray from 
the object for which they were originally 
instituted ; and, therefore, if, in the present 
system, they are necessary for managing the 
finances of the corps, this is astrong addition- 
al reason for adopting what was on a former 
night recommended by an hon, gent. (Mr. 
Whitbread). .Let government defray the 
whole expense of the volunteer corps. The 
tax will be less onerous than it is now, be- 
cause it will be more equally levied, The 
expense will be less, because the corps will 
be restrained by the reguiations of govern- 
ment within the bounds of economy, instead 
of being allowed to vie with each other in 
the splendor and magnificence of their ap- 
pearance; and besides these great advan- 
tages, you will at the same time ged rid of 
all plea for committees. I say, do away the 
necessity of committees, and declare them 
to be illegal, No, says the righthon. gent, — 
we will make no law. to prevent their as- 
sembling, nor to restrain their proceedings ; 
but if they should deviate from what we 
think right, we will punish them. Now, I 
ask, Sir, is it the conduct of wise legislators 
to say, we will not guard the people against 
committing a crime, we will not even de- 
clare it tobe a crime, we will allow them to 
’ be exposed to the temptation of committing 
it, and then. if they should transgress, we 
will punish them? Ard, then, what a strange 
mode of punishment is it, that the right hon, 
Secretary means to inflict ! He says he will 
dismiss them’: but under such circumstances 
it might happen, that it would not be either 
very easy or very convenient to do so. Idonot 
wish to put gn extreme case ; I am enly stat-. 
iny the same case which the right hon. gent. 
himself has supposed toexist. I know that the 
yolunteers are as loyal as they are brave and 
patriotic ; but if such a body of armed men 
be allowed to hald committees, and to exer- 
cise deliberative powers, it is impossible for 
any man to say ‘o what length they may, by 
degrees, be carried. The right hon, Secre- 
tary has supposed the case of a corps abusing 
this power. Now if this happens in ove 
corps it may equally hsppen in all the others, 
and if ever it should happen, it would pro- 
bably proceed from a spirit very different 
iyom that by. which they now are actuated. 
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In such a case the disarming them aight by 
attended with much inconvenience, .. py 
even in. a case where the evil bad not gp 

so far ; yet the necessity of dismissing sey, 
ral corps might happen at a time when y 
could not well dispense with their Services 
and although I have heard it said in a fog, 
mer debate, that if a corps was dismisgs 
the members of it would enroll themselyy 
in another, yet I must say that it appears jp 
me to be extremely improbable that this 
would be the conduct of men who had beey 
dismissed in disgrace. At present we are 
far from the danger of any such inconye. 
niencies being felt ; but we ought to gua 
against them by putting an end at onceig 
this dangerous practice of armed men hold, 
ing committees. — But. there exists another 
practice, even still more dangerous than the 
committees, and which is equally unnoticed 
in this bill; I mean general assemblies of 
whole corps. It is a matter of notoriely, 
that, in this town there are corps off 
wards of 1000 men each, in which, upon 
certain occasions, a general meeting is called 
for the purpose of discussion.—Now, if this 
is allowed to goon, who will pretend tos 
what these discussions will be confined to? 
Who will say that we shall not, at some futur: 
period, have as many armed Parliaments 
as there are volunteer corps, meeting 10 
discuss the affairs of the state.—All thee 
meetings, both of whole corps and of com 
mittees ought to be declared at once tole 
absolutely illegal.—There is only one other 
topic, Sir, upon which, before I conclude, 
I wish to say a few words. It is not, indeed, 
immediately connected with the present 
question, but having been introduced ina 
former debate upon this bill, I hope J shall 
not be deemed irregular in adverting toit. 
—It is. atopic, the importance of whieh,] 
have frequently attempted to impress upon @ 
the minds of his Majesty's ministers; aad § 
I will never miss an opportunity of doing®. 
—What I mean, Sir, is the subject. of ton 
fications. In-order to consider what ought 
to have been done by ministers respecting 
this branch of our military.system, it is mt 
cessary that.1 should shortly revert to the pe: 
‘riod of the treaty of Amiens ; and they have 
told us, that eyer since the signature of that 
treaty, the conduct of the French govem 
ment towards us was “ one uninterta 
series of aggression, violence and insult.’= 
Now, Sir, I say, that if they viewed it in this 
light, they ought to have endeavoured to put 
a stop to it at once by a spirited tema 
strance, and if that remonstrance ‘failed 
producing the effect, they should have! 
lowed it up by a declaration of wat. 4 
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that under such circumstances, they could 
posibly think the peace would be of long 
qoration, I will not do them the injustice to 
“pélieve ; for I should really be ashamed of 


| py country, I should, I say, be ashamed of 
being an Englishman, if I thought that it 
| was possible for men chosen by my Sove- 


wtignh to govern this empire, were capable of 
making up their minds to the continuation 
of with a power, whose conduct to- 
wards us, they themselves tell you, evinced 
adetermined resolution to degrade, vilify, 
gndinsult his Majesty and his government. 


If, therefore, you believe their own de- 


‘darations, it follows that immediately after 
the conclusion of the treaty of Amiens, ‘it 
became their duty to lose no time in put- 
ling the country into such a stateof defenceas 
should best enable it to resist an attempt at 
jnvasion, such as we are now expecting : and 
amongst other means, there can be no doubt 


| thatthey ought tohave had recourse to a judi- 


cious system of fortifications. For, whatever 
“watiety of opinions there may be, as to the 
details, yet I will maintain, that the man 
who shall deny that the art of fortification 
ifiords great resources in defensive war, 
must be wholly ignorant of the military 
stience, ‘and equally ignorant of military 
history. The timely erection of good works 
would have greatly in¢reased the difficulties 
‘flanding, would have retarded the enemy's 
“progress when landed, and would have se- 
eired us against many disasters, which, in the 
present state of the country, may be the con- 
sequence of his gaining a temporary advan- 
tage.— But when I insist on the utility of for- 


| tiftcations, I beg that gentlemen will not do 
‘meéthe injustice to believe that I think the 


fitrenched camp at Chelmsford wiil do 
Many good. I have been told, indeed, 
that in some places the parapet has already 


| Degan to fall into the ditch ; and so far was 


Tfrom being sorry to hear this, tbat I could 
tot help expressing my hope that the whole 
of itmight come down before the enemy ar- 
Tives, as there would be no chance of its ever 
Wing occupied I confess that I have not 
fen it; but froma the general knowledge 
which I have of its position, I am quite sure 
that it can never be of any use, unless we can 
‘Muppose the enemy to come here so eager and 
‘“Mipatient to fight, that he would rather run 
head against an entrenched camp than go 
‘Wo miles out of his way to avoid it. It 
tally, Sir, puts me in. mind of a proposal 
Made by an officer in Ireland to encamp all 
he cavalry on the Curragh of Kildare, be- 
‘Aitise it was the finest place in the kingdom 
Now this plen would 
‘Withaye been a bad one, if cne could have 
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been quite sure that an enemy, having little 
or no cavalry, would come to the Curragh on 
purpose to give ours an opportunity of at- 
tacking him. So also this camp might be 
useful, if the French would but be so good 
as to attack it. But the particular construc 
tion of this camp, as it has been described to 
me by officers who have seenit, is also ex- 
tremely defective; for 1 understand, that 
instead of a chain of strong detached works, , 
it is one continued line cf entrenchment 
from right to left; which is a system now 
universally rejected by men of knowledge 
and experience. I am well aware that I 
should have no right to criticise the camp 
of Chelmsford, if it was true that I had ever 
made such proposals as have /been attri- 
buted to me; for I have read in pamphlets 
andin news papers, that I had seriously re- 
commended one continued line of entrench. 
ments from Yarmouth to the Downs and to 
Portsmouth. But, really such misrepresen- 
tations as these are too gross and too absurd 
to be deserving of notice.—And now, Sir, 
after having roundly asserted that this forti- 
fied camp of Chelmsford, which must have 
cost a good deal of money, cannot be of any 


. use, I owe it both to myself and to the House 


to explain, in avery few words, the principles 
upon which i have formed this opinioh ; 
and I think it is very easy todo it in a man- 
ner that will be intelligible even to persons 
who arenct military. There.are two modes 
by which a defensive army may check the 


| progress of an invading enemy. ‘The one 


is by a direct opposition to his march; that 
is, by constan:ly placing yourself before him 
in such a manner that it is physically im- 
possible for him to advance without attacke 
ing you. The other more indirect, but in 
some cases equally effectual and safer me- 
thod, is by occupying'a strong position which 
is situated near the enemy’s line of operation, 
that is to say, near the line by which his 
supplies of ‘all sorts must pass from his ma- 
gazines and military depGts to his army.—In 
such.a position you may stop h:s progress or 
oblige him to attack you ata great disad- 
vantage ; for, if he went forward and left 
your army behind him in this situation, you 
would effectually cut off his communication 
with his magazines. — But althongh this 
indirect mode of opposition may sometimes be 
effectual in a regular military operation on 
the continent ; yet it cannot possibly be ima- 
gined that in our situation we should, by pro- 
ceeding in this manner, stop the progress of 
an enemy, who, from the vcry na ure of his 
enterprize, must abandon all idea of preserv- 
ing communications. Does. any body ima- 
gine, that if he lands on the coast of Besex he 
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will begin by forming a magazine, and that 
in advancing into’ the country he will take 
care always to preserve his communication 
with this depot ? Certainly not.—He_ will 
push on rapidly towards London, trusting to 
the effects of a sudden irruption : and in 
that case, how cari the camp of Chelnisford 
stop him? It cannot, as I have said before, 
throw any direct obstacle in his way, because 
there are so many other roads in the country 
which -will answer his purpose as well as 
that which it commands, and that in order 
to pass this camp, without attacking it, he 
need not make a detour of above two or 
threé miles. And if we remain in it after 
he has passed it, what will be the relative 
situation of the two armies ?—QOaurs will be 


im his rear, and will threaten his communica- | 


tion with,—what? Why with the coast on 
which he landed, and on which he ‘has left 
nothing behind him :—Whilst “he, on the 
other hard, will be between us andthe ca- 
pital ; his approach to which we ought at all 
hazards to prevent. In short, Sir, | cannot 
conceive that in the present staté of things 
this camp can be of any use, unless the éne- 
my are such fools as to run their heads 
against it rather than take the trouble of 
turning it.—Having thus expressed my opi- 
nion of what has been done (at least in this 
instance), I will not enter into many details 
of what might have been done, but will just 
mention one or two points so extremely ob- 
vious, that even men, who are not military, 
will readily feel the force of them. It isa 
matter of public notoriety that our depots 
of military stores are at present in a perfectly 
defenceless state ; whereas, if his Majesty's 
‘ministers had made a proper use even of the 
time which has elapsed since the renewal of 
war, two or more of these great depdts 
might, without any very extraordinary exer- 
tion, have been fortiffed tn such a nianner as 
to have been perfectly secure against a coup, 
de main or assault. At present, if a tempo- 
rary superiority or_advantage gained by the 
enemy should render it impossible for us to 
' preyent his approaching these depdts, he 
may either greatly distress us by destroying 
them, or, what is still more important, may 
* fndin them supplies of military stores, of 
which he, at the time, may be in the greatest 
want.—The “advantage ot securing them is 


too obvious then to require any reasoning to. 


illustrate it ; and if it should be denied that 
there ha$ been ‘time enough to do if, even 
since the commencement of the war, I can 
‘ only say, that I should be very giad to have 
an opportunity of proving it by indisputable 
¢alculations. — There is another point in 
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which “our. system of defertce mighti hay. 


been equally improved; and it is also ofy 


nature perfectly obvious, The batteries which 


at present exist for the defence of our 

are so weak, that they may,without difficulyy, 
be~ taken possession of by the enemy's infam 
try whenever it bas effected its landing... 
Now, I think that it must be evident to even 
man, whether military, or. not, that wher 
guns are necessaty for the defence of the 


coast, the object will be much more effeg. 
tually accomplished by putting them ing 


works that’ cannot be stormed, instead 

these weak batteries; for, in that case, even 
although some of the enemy's infantry should 
get ashore, the batteries would still op 
pose the landing of his artillery and stores, 
Of this description are the Martello towey 
formerly mentioned in this House by my 
right hon. friend (Mr. Windham). + Coast 
batteries more capacious than these towes 
might also have becm constructed in-sucha 
manner, as to render it impossible forthe 
enemy to take them without a slow pro 
cess of undermining them, or erecting coum 
ter batteries on shdre. With respect to 
their having been plenty of time to-eredt 
these Martello towers since the war broke 
out, I do not wish it to rest upon my asier 
tion. I know that an engineer officer of the 
highest respectability, and whose name would 
have great weight, has said, that if in th 
course of the summer be had been ordered 
to construct them, they might have been 
completely finished many months ago, 
What he said upon this subject, was at 
with any view to criminate government; 
but merely expressive of his regret thata 
more effectual sy-tem had not been adopied 
for the defence of the coast. I should car 
sider it asa breach of confidence to name 
him at present; but, if his Miajesty’s mini 
ters, who have challenged us to shew i 
what manner they have neglected to@ 
all that might kave been done for the de 
fence of the country, will consent toa 
day being appointed for going into thet 
quiry, I shall be most happy to accept the 
challenge, and I will then call the offeerto 
whom I[ have allaudéd to the bar of it 
House. Whenever that inquiry com 
I am fully confident that I shall be ablew 
prove, that many most material branchesol 
our defencehave been extremely neglect. 
—I am sorry, Sir, to havé been underiit 
necessity of taking up so much of thetime 
of the House ; but f bave felt itmyait) 
to do so from a stroug conviction that 

measures pursted by lis Majesty's mins 
are not such as ougiit to have been adopt 
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oj tor'meet the attacks of the active, enter-', 
sizing, and powerful enemy with whom 
weareengaged. 

General - Maitland said, there was much 
in the speech of the hon. member 

“yho had sat down, although there was not 
uch novelty in it; but he confessed. he 
jeard much of that speech with very con- 
gderable regret and concern. In looking at 
the preparations of this country, he might 
‘have been led to suppose that the*hon. mem- 
ber would have looked at them as a whole, 
igstead of entering into a minute detail, and 
dwelling upon particular parts with a curio- 
sity of criticism. He should have thought 
that he might have taken some pleasure in 
stating points which appeared to be favour- 
ableto this country in the present prospect 
ofthings, in the present contest ; he should 
have thought some notice might have been 


taken of those things which were apparently - 


to the disadvantage of the enemy—not a- 
gllable of the army of France, but of its 
being an excellent army, headed by a man 


of uncommon genius and fortune, full of | 


enthusiasm, &c., that they were an army of 
veterans, &c.; he should have thought its 
might have occured to that hon. officer that 
they were not all veterans ; he should have 
thought that hon. officer might have stated, 
that among our own army there were-Some 
veterans competent to meeting those of 
France, or any other army in this world ; he 
should have thowght that the hon, officer 
would have had some pleasure in stating 
that of this mighty and boasted army of 
France, there were some parts composed 
of Italian and other conscripts; he should 
have thought it might have occurred to the 


hon. officer that the militia of this country,’ 


were equal and competent to meeting an 
equal number of any men; and that the 
hon, officer might have logked at the vo- 
lunteers in a different point of view from 
that inwhich he did view them—-that he 
wonld have found some consolation in re- 
flecting that the mass of the volunteers of 
this country was a body of mep preparing 
tofight for the King, the constitution, the 
laws, and the liberties of it, and that, the 
by officer would have had some pleasure 
in reflecting on the contrast between such 
men and those conscripts of France, who 
Were torn froin their relations, fathers from 
their childern, and children from their pa- 
ifents, coming towards our shores in fetters, 
‘He should have thought that the hon, offi- 
cer would have had some pleasure in expa- 
; tating on these facts; but be took né such 
View of the subject. ‘The hon. officer had 
acted, he was bound to believe, from the 
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purest motives, and other hon. gentlemen 
who had pursued the same. line of conduct, 
had acted from.the purest motives, for what 
appeared to them to be the interests of their 
country ; yet he couid not help saying, he 
had heard their speeches with considerable 
regret, not that he apprehended the inge- 
nuity which they shewed, would in the least 
degree shake the determination of the people 
of this country in the pursuit of their cause; 
or induce them to fear the enemy, but he 
took up the subject in another point of 
view ; he thought the speech of the hon. 
officer and some other speeches he had of 
late heard in that House, would, or might 
have in some respects a bad effect, for it 
must be well known now to every. body, 
that what was said within the doors of that 
House was not confined to the nrembers of 
that House, nor to this country, but went 
to the enemy, as well as all over the rest of 
the world, and he could not help thinking, 
there was no ingenuity that could be em- 
ployed in France that could smore increase 
the energy, and inspire the enterprize of the 
troops there so much as some of the speeches 
which had of late been delivered in that 
House. He knew that was not the inten- 
tion of those hon. members, but that, he 
thought, was likely to be the effect of their 
speeches.—This course of speaking in.that 
House, had a tendency to invite the enemy 
to come among us, and if they did, he had 
the confidence and happiness to think that 
the event would be more glorious to this 
country than had ever yet been recorded in 
the annals of the world. Having said this much 
on the tendency of these speeches, he should 
take a short view of the top'cs urged by the 
hon. officer who had just preceded him in 
the debate, although he should not be mi- 
nute upon them all, many of which, unless 


| he had heard them pressed repeatedly, were 


such as he hardly should havethought neces- 
sary toanswer.. The fist point.he had to 
take notice of was, tht of the exemptious 
of the volunteers. The hon. officer hat 
stated broadly and, roundly, that these-ex- 
emptions had had the effect of hindering 
the recruiting of our army, the raising of 
the army of reserve, and of interrupting the 
progress of the militia, and possibly that it 
might have had the effect (ter sometimes 
that had been insisted upon) of hindering 
the raising of our marine force ; that.was, the 
force of land men of the navy. The best 
ansxer to these round and broad assertions 
was, that they were contrary to the fact as 
As it was only an assertion with- 
out proof, he should have thought it would 
have been followed up by some arguments ,o 
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shew at least the probability of this assertion ; 
but the hon. officer had been contented 
with stating it as a fact. Now, he would 
ask, upon the subject of these exemp- 
tions, if there was any thing to hinder vo- 
lunteers from entering into the service of 
the navy or of the regular army in apy 
partof the world ? He knew BS such 
exemption ; he knew of nothing that pre- 
vented any volunteer from. entering as 
a substitute in any part of the army, neither 
did he know of any exemption which pre- 
vented a volunteer from entering as a sub- 
stitute to serve in the militia. Nor didhe 
believe that any considerable number of the 
volunteers would have served either in the 
militia or the army of reserve if they had 
no exemption ; for, he knew the great bulk of 
them to be persons capable of providing sub- 
stitutes, and this was the last part and most 
material one, in the whole of the hon. officer's 
speech upon what he called the evils of the 
exemptions of the volunteers, for he had 
pressed. it much to the House, that many 
of the volunteers, if drawn, must have served 
personally in the militia and in the army 
of reserve, because they .could not find sub- 
stitutes. Now, to judge of that, it would be 
necessary to see the number of substitutes 
who are now serving, and then it would 
appear that with regard tothe militia and the 
army of reserve, the numbers were not one 
to 1000 of those who could not provide sub- 
stitutes ; and thus it appeared to him that 
gentlemen would do better if they adhered a 


little more to matter of fact, and indulged- 


"less in speculations and round assertions upon 
these topics ; a little more adherence to the 
fact would have spared the observation that 
the volunteer system bad prevented the rais- 
ing of the militia and the army of reserve. 
As to the price which these substitutes would 
have cost for the army of reserve, the prin- 
ciple upon which gentlemen proceeded was 
erroneous, the price was not: higher now 
than it had been in the course of the last war. 
This exemption of the volunteers had been 
stiled a bonus: now, in considering this 
matter, and estimating the value of this ex- 
emption, the correct way was, not to con- 
sider the price of a substitute, but the price 
of the insurance by which a man might se- 
cure a substitute in the event of his being 
drawn, Now upon that subject the average 
price in Scotland was.a guinea and a half; 
in some instances a guinea, in many a gui- 
neaand a haif; in some few, two guineas, 
but never higher than two guineas ; and 
then he would ask, what became of this fa- 
mous bonus? What was granted to the 
volunteer by way of exemption, was next 


s 
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.to nothing in value; and the volunteer y 


this respect, instead of receiving 4 
sustained a loss, and that a considerable ony’ 
by being a volunteer, instead of being, 
ject, like any, other person, to all other), 
vies.—Having said this on the volun 
he should now take a short view of the diy 
cipline of the voluriteers ; and upon that'syp, 
ject he owned he was astonished ata 
every argument which had been ady 

by the hoh, officer. to the: discredit of th, 
system of volunteers. — Whit the hop, 
officer, and indeed many others con 
was neither more nor less than this, tha 
they are sorry ‘that the volunteers have lear 
too much : now, if they had learnt too much, 
had they riot at least learnt as much 
as these hon. gentlemen wished them g 
learn ?—As to the armed peasantry, the ge. 
neral said, he had never been able to unde 
stand precisely what gentlemen meant 
them. The.hon. officer had said an armed 
peasantry would drive like lightning th 
French into the sea if they came hitherm 
Now if they were to do this, they must some 
how or other doit by tangible matter ; sole 
presumed would the volunteers. Thehon, 
officer however wished these peasants to 
stand behind the hedges in twenties and tens 
together, and those were to be men who 
learnt the use of arms only for a few days, 
or perhaps only a few hours, Such a posse 
comitatus as that would never do. The hon, 
officer shook his head, and yet this was what 
he had said in his speech, and these were the 
persons who were to drive the French intothe 
sea, and the volunteers were not todo it, 
This species of defensive system which the 


. hon. officer would adopt, might make thee 


armed peasantry good soldiersatter twoor thie 
campaigns, and they had met a good many 
disasters, for that would be the only spe 
cies of drilling which they would have; 
and this was a species of adversity which 
that system would most probably bring upon 


the country if it was adopted; for vnil # 


men had been drilled, a musket on their 
shoulders was hardly of any use to theapat 
all.—With regard to the Book of Regula 
tions for the bxercise, published by order 
of H. R. H. the Commander in Chief, the 
hon. officer said it was totally useless # 
applicable to the volunteer corps. Now, lit 
agreed with the hon, officer, when he said 
that as tothe regular army, or militia, of 
volunteers, fighting in this country, 

the mode in which they would be called 
upon to act must be different, from thit 
which is adopted in other countries ; the 
truth was, that .our system of matters i 
the way of training had more tactic m# 
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than-was actually necessary, or ever adopted 
jg action, bat that men were brought to. 
got farther than was necessary did not inca- 
eitate them from acting, as far as neces- 

sity required. He thought, therefore, that 
what the volunteers had gained in know- 
was not only useful to themselves, 

bot would be highly useful to the country 
at-large in . the hour of action; dnd he 
could not help saying, that there was much 
‘wefal information in the book to which the 
hon. officer had alluded, and which he 
thought of so little value to the volunteers 
ja this country, Having said this, and 
having said that in his opinion the system 
ed by the volunteers was preferable to 

that stated by the hon. officer, he should 
take a short view of the cloathing of the 
volunteers, which was objected to on ac- 
count of its being red. He owned he did 
not sc any objection to this, and the hon, 
oficer seemed to quarrel with the cloath- 
ing of the volunteers, because it was bet- 
ter than that of the regular army ; nor 
did he agree with the hon. officer as to the 
eflect which their appearance would have 
upon the enemy. He had sdid also, that 
we would have no reserve if any of the vo- 
junteers were defeated. He did not assent 
to that, for if 10,000 of them fell in the 
another 10,000 would in- 
stantly fill up their place, or fill the place of 
his Majesty’s regular troops, if the enemy 
should unfortunately defeat them. Neither 
would the enemy think of beating them 
so easily as they might think of beating men 
-insmock frocks ;. but if they-were to defeat 
one army, they would soon see another as 


- Wwellcloathed, possibly better, perhaps not 


quite so well drilled as the former, yet dril- 
kd sufficiently for the purpose of action, 
which, he said, was the case at this moment; 


. forhe had no hesitation in saying, that the 


Volunteers of this country were sufficiently 
drilled for the purposes of action. Now, 


f ifthe enemy saw them coming in mighty 


humbers the very day efter an action, and 
another equally numerous body the day 


following, the enemy would not only expect, . 


but would soon be sure of a defeat. The hon. 
officer here quoted a variety of cases, and 
some of which he had never before heard 
of: he had quoted the case of the battle 
of Jemappe, to shew what Frenchmen could 
do; what French volunteers could do: they 
Were a parcel of shopmen, and some of 
them barbers from Paris, and yet they drove 
the Duke of Brunswick off the confines of 
‘France. Now, if the French. volunteers 
could do. this, cloathed and equipped as 
they were, what was to be expected from 
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English volunteers, cloathed and accoutered 
as they are, and acting upon the best prin- 
ciple, in the best cause, for the best con- 
stitution in the world, impelled by the 
best feelings, and looking to the best object 
that could interest the haman mind? Now, 
the-subject of what had been accumplished 
by these smock-frock soldiers had been very 
copious. They had been tried in the rebel- 
lion in America, a country better adapted 
for them than any other in the known world, 
and under circumstances peculiarly favour- 
able to that species of force.—That force ° 
was tried at the beginning of the rebellion ; 
but afterwards the Americans found it ne- 
cessary to use regular troops. What was 
the case. when this smock-frock army came 
into the field against our. regular troops ? 
What was the effect of this smock force 
being relied on? Why, that every man 
John of them were taken; but afterwards 
they relied on regular troops. ~ He observed 
also, that as to the engagements in La Ven- 
dée and the case of the Scotch, to which 
the hon. officer had referred, some of these had 
forks, but they only had them because they 
could not get firelocks; and the Highlanders, 
although they had not been disciplined, yet 
they fought in the way with which they 
were best acquainted, and so far they re- 
sembled regular troops. Why then it came 
to this, that men with a great deal of ardour 
and zeal may do a great deal without dis- 
cipline, but to say, that even such men 
would not do better if they had the advan- 
tage of discipline, would be to say, that 
which was, in his opinion, saying that 
which was irrational.—He then ' proceeded 
to take a short view of the state of our 
navy. Gentlemen said, that this was not -to 
compare with any other time; he did not 
say it was, but he had yet to learn that 
there was any department whatever in the 
navy deficieutly conducted, or any exertion 
wanting ; we were now infinitely superior 
to the united fleets of France, Spain, and 
Holland, and that to a greater extent than 
we were at any period of the last wan; nor 
were we in any degree deficient in prepara- 
tion to meet the enemy's flotilla off Brest, 
Boulogne, or any other port in France. 
Neither did he think that the opinion of 
the hon. officer was to be taken in prefer- 
ence to the very grave opinions of others 
who must have considered maturely the 
points to which he had called the attention 
of the House. But one would suppose, by 
the spcech of the hon. officer, there was 
no other man who-understood these matters, 
that he alone was to lay down the law for 
military matters in this country ; whereas 
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he onght to+emember there were others’ of | 
greater experience and of much higher rank, | bers which the system he had pleadedify 


than the hon. officer, who' advised his Ma~ 
jesty’s ‘ministers upon these important mat- 
ters. This was particularly the case’ with 
respect to the preparations which had been 
made in a district which ‘that’ hon. officer 
alluded to, he meant the entrenchment at 
Chelmsford ;- that was under the superin- 
téndance of General Hope, and others who 
had gained their laurels in Egypt ; besides, 
~if all the measures which ‘the hon. officer 
had so freely censured'were indeed so full of 
defect as he stated them’ to be, it might 
have been desirable that’ he should have 
proposed some practicable system that was 
bettér.~-Neither‘did he see the propriety 
of the hon. gentieman’s sentiments réspect- 
ing our military depots. Having gone over 
most of the topics of the speech of the hon. 
member -who preceded him, he then ad- 
dressed himself to the plan mentioned on 
a former occasion by Mr. Pitt, whose au- 
thority he admitted to be very high indeed, 
wwhich was that of having adjutants from 
the line for all the volunteer corps ; he ad- 
mitted’ that to be extremely desirable, but 
he apprehended it to be altogether imprac- 
ticable to any extent that could render it 
truly ‘useful; for the trath was, ‘that nothing 
was more difficult than ‘to find a good ad- 
jutant ‘that could “beat all spared: he 
stated some other inconveniences which 


he apprehended would atténd the attempt of - 


eartying this plan into execution, and con- 
cluded with assenting heartily to the motion 
for the Speaker leaving the chair. 

€olonel Craufurd said, that he could not 
have had the temerity to have stated some of 
those sentiments that ‘the hon. general had 
attributed to him. He did not regard the 
volunteers as an uselsis body of men. He 
only thought that the irregular force of the 
country might have been better and less ex- 
pensively called forth. The army of reserve 
he considered as an existing force between 
the regular and irregular strength of the 
country, and was of opinion that it should 
have been more attended to, while the ir- 
regular force might have been equally ef- 
fective in arly possible crisis, or perhaps 
more effective in its own place, by assuming 
Jess’ thes appearance and attitude of soldiers 
without the reality. He thought, in fact, 
that the general mass of the country would 


~ shave been better and more efficaciously em- 


ployed by bringing into action another sys- 
tem perfectly different from that which had 
. been pursued’ He did not mean to say that 
this effect to which he alluded would have 
been produced by the difference of the sys- 
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tem only, ‘but ‘rather by the greater nti. 


would have certainly brought forward): By. 
the armed peasantry, he never meant/to hold 
up to the House a complete force which 
could of themselves be efficient, but-o 
the services which a regular army mi 
derive from them, though ‘armed only with 
pikes, or even weapons of "an. inferior dee 
scription. ky 
Admiral Berkeley was induced to rise, ftom 
the introduction of an extraneous topic into 
the discussion, on which he felt it i 
sible for him to be silent as the crisis qs 
urgent. He was at a loss to know} what 
connexion there was between the admipi. 
stration of the Admiralty and the volunteer 
system. As the subject had been mentioned, 
it was with reluctance he came’ forwatd, 
though on every question relating ‘to the 
Admiralty it might be supposed by the Hote 
that he would state his opinion. That, how. 
ever, he had hitherto studiously avoidéd, 
because he had been bred under ‘the noble 
lord who presided over that board, ’ and felt 
a friendship and Jove tor him, which tate 
him abstain from any observations that might 
bear upon that noble lord. Whatever charges 
attached ‘to the conduct of the Admitalty, 
he was sure that the noble lord was exept 
from them, but he was equally certain tha 
blame was imputable somewhere. © The 
noblelord’ had been by indisposition render. 
ed incapable of attending to the arduom 
duties of his situation. How far ‘sicknes 
might have impaired the faculties of the 
noble lord he could not tell. The busines 
had been left to unskilful bands, © The 
hon, admiral had no hesitation in saying, 
that the naval preparations for the defence 
of the coast were not adequate to the’ pir. 
pose ; and this opinion did not rest on his 
own judgment, but hecould call to theba 
every naval officer, from the highest to the 
lowest,to confirm it. He could call on man 
hon. friends in the House to prove that 
nisters had not attended to this subject. He 
could call on ministers themselves to ‘proie 
that representations had been made to them 
so early as August, September, and October 
last, since which time the coast might’ 
been placed in a most formidable stated 
defence. ‘The hon. General (Maitland), 
had defended the noble lord's statement of 
the situation of our navy by a compafisi 
with certain periods of Jast war, bat tt 
might as well have compared a first rated! 
the ‘present day with Noah’s Ark, “Why 
had he not compared it with the frtntl 
fleet? 
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oats, which had been alluded to last ses- 


gons. But these fish:ny-boats were now 
ggrned into fleets, into 74's, equal, if not 
_qperior in number to the fleets employed 
jnblockading them. The noble lord's coin- 
rison should have shewn that our prepara- 
tions 10 esist the invasion, were equal to 
those which were made to carry it into eff-ct 
How came it to pass that the enemy had 500 
-boats ready to attack our coast, while 
wehad only 20to oppose them, Highly as 
he respected the noble lord, he cou'd sug 
no excuse for his inaccuracy, than his 
being unacquainted with the subject. As to 
“the bill. before the House, he did not find 
ny clause in it relating to the regulation of 
the Sea Fencibles, who could not by the 
provisions of any éxisting law, be ordered 
from one part of thé country to another. 
He had expected the Secretary of State would 
have adverted to this description of force 
in his opening of the measure, and he 
should feel it his duty in this Com- 
mittee to propose a clause for the purpose 
of extending the provisions of the bill to 
them. He hoped no time would: be lost, 
athere was not a moment tolose. The 
hon. admiral concluded with asserting; that 
if proper attention had been paid to the 
business, we might have had at present 
§00 (he might say 5,000) gun-boats, equal 
if not superior to those of the enemy. 
Captain Markham rose for the pu:pose of 
making a few observations on what had fal 
len from the hon, admiral, in detailing mat- 
ters totally irrelevant to the question before 
the House, If the Admiralty had been cul- 
pable, it. would be more regular to bring a 
direct charge against it, than to bring the 
qoestion forward in the uncandid manner in 
Which it had been introduced.—If his lan- 
guage was not Parliamentary, he was very 
sorry for it; but he coald not. help feeling 
ashe did on hearing the observations of the 
hon, admiral, who stated that the faculties 
f the noble lord at the head of the Ad- 
Miralty had been impaired by illness. Indis- 
posed he certainly had been, but his facul- 
ties were as strong as at the time he taught 
* the hon. admiral ; how far the hon admiral} 
lad improved by his instructions, he should 
ove hereafter. He had not been in the 
bit of speaking in the House, but he was 
dbliged to notice what had fallen from the 
hon. admiral, In consequence of his sup- 
Posing the faculties of the noble lord at 
the head of the Admiralty impaired, he 
Wust conclude that the fault lay with the “in- 
Siperienced persons” to whom the admini- 
. Mation of the Admiroit: ‘evolved. As to 
Mown experience, he should not say any 
QOL. i. 
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thing ; but the House was acquainted with 
that of bis colleague (Sir T. Trowbridge). 
That gentleman's orst voyage had been to 
the East-Indies, where he had continued 12 
years. His services since were well known. 
He should beg here to ask the hon. admiral 
where his foreign service had been? The 
hon. admiral had alluded to the propriety 
of attacking the enemy's flotillas in their 
own ports with small craft, but he should 
be glad to learn how he would manage that ? 
To him it appeared impossible - the whole 
coast of Boulogne was fortified from Cape 
Grisnes,; and supplied with vast numbers of 
mortars and guns, aod where frigates could 
not go with safety it was perfectly incom- 
prehensible to him how small craft could. 
It had been intimated by the-hon, admiral, 
that they should be émployed in opposing 
the gun-boats of the enemy. Ridiculous ! 
He should state his opinions as he felt 
them. He was not used to the smooth, 
flowing language spoken in that House, and 
should, therefore, utter his sentiments in the 
downright, rough language of his profession. 
If they were employed in this way, the first 
account that would be received afte? the 
next gale of witid, would be their total de- 
struction. Another purpose for which the 
hon. admiral recommended small craft, was 
to oppose the enemy’s flotillas on our own 
shores, by creeping like crabs a!ong the coast. 
The hon, admiral might like to try his luck 
there, but there were no able and experi- 
enced officers who could think of any sac- 
cess from such efforts.—As to the hon; ad- 
miral’s charge against the ordnance, he could 
say, that that department executed all its 
business ia the most expeditious manner. If 
the charge was mearit against the Admiralty, 
this was not the place to diseuss the question, 
whethet the gun-boats were deserving of 
the merit generally attributed to them. If 
the gun-boats had not been equipped in 
such a hurry, they would have been much 
better fitted bp.— With réspect to the ob- 
servations of the hon. colonel on his state- 
ment respecting the low rate of insurance, 
he still continued to look upon that as the 
best criterion of the state of our navy ; 
because Buonaparté would not have taken 
the seamen out of the privateers so long be- 
fore he wanted them, so far back as May 
or June last. The privateers did not put to 
sea, not because they had not seamen, but 
because they were blockaded. He should 
state also, that the rate of insurance was 
lower at present than in 1801, before the 
present Board came into office. 

Celonel Eyre said, he rose to express his 
regret, not unmixed with indignation, at 

Gq 
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the. observations which had fallen from a 
_ gent. early in the debate. (Mr. .Francis), 
because they tended to degrade,and vilify 
the system of defence to which the country 
was to trust. That system was. not, nor 
could be unobjectionable , but if any delay 
had been made. the enemy would have been 
in. the heart of the country before any effec- 
tual preparation bad been made to repel 
them. He should not then take notice of 
apy of the minor «bjections, but should 
barely advert: to one which seemed to strike 
at the r oto: the system, namely, that half- 
drilled troops would be serviceable only for 
parade, and not in action, A German offi- 
cer, he was inclined to think, or a British 
officer with German feelings, might be dis- 
appointed with, such traops, but he was con- 
vineed a British offic r with British teelings, 
would know how to. avail bimself of the 
enthusiasm and bravery of the British people 
in so glorious a cause, , Last.war had fur- 
nished a striking example. of what was to 
be expected from.an armed peasantry. The 
levy en-masse in. Flanders in 1793, which 
was neither composed of regular troops, nor 
consisted of an armed peasantry, and fight- 
ing for their country, and every thing dear 
to thefo, could yet, not make any impres- 
sion on British troops. Solong ago as June, 
it. had been said, that 100,000 men woald 


not be terrified by a few shots, nor prevented 


from making their attempt. What had 


delayed their attempt, what had prevented 


them from attempting the capital? Whar, 
but the vigour of his Majesty's councils.— 
He thought the volunteer system a g'orious 
defence.; It/was, not, perfect, but it might 
be made so, if all parties would unite to 
strengthen. his Majesty’s government,, in- 
stead. of uniting to.turn out his ministers, .. 

‘Sir William Young thought.that the bill 
would interfere with the other acts for the 
defence of the country, and the dearest pre- 
rogatives of his Majesty.. The dangers of 
the country were so imminent, that it had 
been well stated, the youngest in the House 
might not outlive them, . He: deprecated, 
therefore, every measure of expediency, on 
an occasion so serious and alarming. ‘The 
hon. baronet then adverted to the different 
distinctions between the volunteers, those 
under the ac! of the 42d of the King, and 
those subsequently accepted. The former 
amounted to 90,941; those under the De- 


fence Act to 245,116, and, by the exemp- ’ 


tions, that proportion of the prime popula- 
fion of the empire was. shut out from the 
army of reserve or militia. The consequence 
was, that the ballot fell upon the married 
nin, wich leid- a heavy expense on their 
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length ; all his observations went to esta, 
lish the distinction between what he eon, 
ceived the different species of volunteers, 
and the injury the public. service sustained 
from the exemptions. 

Mr. Fuller seemed to think the volunteers, 
on their present system, preferable to armed 
peasantry ; the dress of the volunteers be. 
ing like the line he thought advantageous, 
as it would prevent the enemy's tirailleurs 
killing off officers from particular corps, 
He,. however, objected to the Speaker's 
leaving the chair, as. he thought the voluns 
teer system well enough as it was. . There 
was no necessity for the bill: indeed, the: 
Court of King’s-Bench had sofficiently de. 
clared the law, and put the question on that 
head to rest. If the bill went on, the.peos 
ple would fear. there was something in its fas 


ture operation that they now had no notiowof, ° 


As the system at present existed, it was at 
length clearly understood. 

Mr, Fox.—I own, Sir, that I am much 
surprised at the language used by my hon, 
friend under the gallery (Gen. Maitland), 
and still more surprised at the: very extraor 
dinary sentiment with which the: hon. gent, 
behind me (Col. Eyre) closed his speech, 
Of the latter I shall first take notice. The 
hon. gent. seems highly to disapprove of any 
thing in the shape of opposition to his\Mas. 
jesty’s present ministers, and expresses an 
Opinion that all parties should combine to 
support them, in order to second their en+ 
deavours for. the national defence, and, ima 
word, that all should be unanimity for that 


‘object ; but although the hon. gent. doesiso; 


broadly assert that dissention. prevails, and. 
that means are used to embarrass the opera: 


tions of government, I would call upon the 
hon. gent. to point out a single instance, 


where any obstruction has been: offered; to 
the exertions of government to . provide for 
our security. It is easy for any gent, to use 
a round assertion, butI challenge the hom 
gent. to quote any casé to justify the charge 
that any party has been backward to cons 
tribute. its assistance to the government,’ 
whatever they may think of the ministers 
by whom the government. is administered, 
All, in fact, is, and has been, union for the 
public safety, from the moment thatisafety 
has been pronounced in danger. 


the cause of their country, and their zeal 
has received no damp er check from any 
quarter, but from the ministers themselves; 


and, without looking to the innumerable 
proofs. of ardent and active exertion made 
by the. gentlemen of that party to whomthé 
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_gent. seemed more particularly to al- 
jade, I shall only cite one remarkable in- 
sance in the North of England. Let the 
hon. gent. look to a distinguished and hon. 
fiend of mine in that apnea (the Duke 
of Northumberland), who, to be sure, could 
not hold forth such a brilliant example of 
patriotism as he has done, if is property 
were not very extenstve, but his efforts are 
not the less honourable on that account. 
That noble duke has, to his immortal 


honour, raised a body of not less than 1500 | 


men, whom he has cloathed, equipped, dis- 
ciplined, and furnished with every neces 
sary, arms alone excepted. These they have 
had from government. What union, then, 
does the hon. gent. require? The most 
cordial union exists every where in support 
of the country and the government, and I 
believe the union is almost equally general 

nst the ministers ; but yet I am asto- 
pished to find some gentlemen forward to 
vaunt of those ministers, and to contend that 
the zeal and union which so universally pre- 
vails are attributable to those ministers, 
Why, certainly, they have been produced by 
ministers-but how? By their mismanage- 
ment : and if upon this they mean to ground 
their triumph, they are no doubt eniiiied to 
it, They have brought the country to the 
brink of destruction, and have made us all 
unite for our own security. Really, there- 
fore, if ministers will claim merit for thus 
exciting the public spirit, I canfess that I 
cannot deny the justice of their pretensions, 
—With respect to the observations made by 


ty hon. friend, I repeat that I heard them 
“with surprise, not less as to their substance, 


than as to the tone and mannér io which 
they were delivered. I have often had oc- 
casion to defend the freedom of debate, and 
I declare I never witnessed a more extraor- 
dinary attempt made to interrupt it, than 
in the instance I alludeto, It seemed to be 
the drift of my hon, friend's remarks, that 
Ro officer below the rank of a lieut. gen. 
should presume to state his opinion in this 
House upon any military topic connected 
with the defence of the country. But how 
different is this from the conduct pursued by 
myfhon. friend on a former occasion! I ree 
member whet: he undertook to censure, and 
very freely too, the proceedings of officers 
superior to him, I will not say in abilities, 
but very much so in rank; when he was only 


@major, he commented, and with some se- 
Verity, upon Generals Meadows, Musgrave, 


and others, and my hon, friend exposed 
himself in so doing to some ‘severe adimad- 
Vetsions, against which I defended him. I 
hope; therefore, that he will not be surprised 
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if, acting upon. the same principlé which 
influenced my conduct with regard to him- 
self, I now take up the defence of the hon. 
officer who has been this night the object 
of his attack. HH, indeed, the opinions ad- 
vanced by my hon, friend were pushed to 
the. extent which he appears to wish, it 
would go to this, that no officer who is a 
member of this House, however high his 
reputation, (and surely no man will question 
the reputation and military talents of the 
hon. officer to whom my hon. friend has 
alluded,) should presume to give his opi-+ 
nion upon military subjects to a superior 
officer, I understand it has been said, that 
such subjects should not be discussed at all 
in this House, but that the matter should 
be entirely left to the consideration of offi- 
cers of experience To this opinion, howe 
ever, I never will subscribe ; but even if 
true, who, [ wouldbe glad to know, has a 
stronger claim to attention on the score of 
experience than the hon officer I refer to; and 
yet my hon. friend would restrain him, and 
why? not least his opinions should -clash 
with those of other officers of high rank and 
authority, but because the matter ought, in 
my hon. friend’s judgment,be left entirely to 
the consideration of such persons; but yet 
my hon. friend does not venture, to say that 
the~ points alluded to by the hon. officer, 
have been, or will be considered by the 
high officers, for whose monopoly, not 
only of military power, but of military 
knowledge and attention, he seems to be so 
very anxious. My hon. friend does’ not 
know, however, that their attention ex- 
tends to all the topics alluded to bythe hon. 
officer, and still he would wish him to be 
silent upon those most important points, not 
because he actually differs with the high 
officers, for whom my hon. friend feels such 
reverence, but least he should differ from 
them on somethingswhich they may hereafter 
think proper to consider, This was not the 
only oppositioh which the hon. officer ex+ 
perienced from my hon friend ; for, after 
condemning the general principle of the 
hon. officers’ at all entering into the dis« 
cussion, my hon. friend endeavoured to ~ 
combat the detail of his speech.-—a speech 
for which the House is highly indebted to 


 him,—a speech containing more professional 


information, than any-speech perhaps that [ 
ever heard in this House, and conveyed n 
a manner so perspicuous as to be more in- 
telligible to men unacquainted with military 
tactics, than military essays generally are.— 
The first part of my hon. friend's objections 
applied to the argument so often used against 
the volunteer system, on the ground of ihe 
Qq2 
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exemptions granted to the volunteers ; but 
I would ask, can any man seriously contend 
that such an argument is not well founded, 
and that those exemptions have not materi- 
ally impeded the ballots for the militia and 
the army of reserve, aod also crippled the 
recruiting for the regular army? The fact 
is too notorious to be denied. My hon. 
friend, however, took up these exemptions 
as a matter justly due to the volunteers, 
and highly right in ministers to propose and 
Parliament to adopt. But, if it was a mat- 
ter of right, it was certainly right by mis 

take. for there is no doubt that ministers did 
not intend to grant such exemptions at the 
time. ihe volunteer bill was passed last sum- 
mer. If they did, it does. not appear on the 
face of that bill ; and sure Lam, that it was 
not so understood jn any part of the country 
that I have heard of. Qn the contrary, I 
remember that subscriptions were set on toot 
in various parishes, to relieve the volunteers 
from the ballots for the militia or army of 
reserve, by providing substitutes for such 


those descriptions of force Is it possible, 
then, if exemptions were in ihe contempla- 
tion of the framers of the bill f have men- 
tioned, that it should be so universally 
misunderstood ? and yet, it seems, it was ; 
for some time afier the enactment of this 
bill, out came the opinion of the attorney- 
general, who was not, ] must suppose, at all 
consulted in the first instance, or the bill 
would have been explicit. No’! Ministers 
first frame Awts of Parliament to puzzle him, 
and then they ask his opinion upon them. 

His opinion upon subjects thus circumstanced 
were likely to be erroneous,and so they have 
happened to be.—I am flattered that my 
opinion respecting the preference of an arm- 
ed peasantry to the volunteer system happens 
to agree with that of the hon. officer to 
whom I have already referred. But my 
hon. friend has said, that the volunteers 
would be preferable for active service. I 
would, however, appeal to his judgment, 
whether they could be competent to the 
same dutits as a regular army ; and whether 
they can be fit for any other description of 
service as an active, hardy, armed peasantry ? 
The hon gent. who spoke last has referred 
to the state of the volunieers in a particular 
county ; but does he mean to say, that the 
state of our force. would not be much im- 
proved, that the defence of the counties of 
Sussex and Kent would not be ‘better se- 
cured by the establishaient of the principle 
of an armed peasantry, than by the present 
amount of the volunteer force, to be found 


‘in these or in-any of the other counties | 
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particularly on the coast? Some stress hig 
been laid on the advantages likely to arige 
from the colour of the cloathing, &c. of the 
volunteers, as contrasted with an armed peg. 
santry ; but this very difference I reckon 
among the defects of the volunteer system 5 
and the quibbling remarks on a smock. 
frocked army are not worthy of reply, Jf 
the amount of the volunteers be dwelt upon; 
if Iam told that we have in them an army 
of 400,000-men, I answer, that by resorts 
ing to an armed peasantry, we might have 
two millions, and more effective, requiring 
less drilling, easier prepared for the objecis 
to which it is right to apply them, and legs 
expensive. My principal objections to the 
volunteers, indeed, arise out of their ex. 
pense and their mode of instruction, ‘and to 
the latter particularly. ‘Foo much time is 
employed in endeavouring to teach that 
which is not necessary, and which they ne. 
ver can completely learn. By such a mode of 
proceeding much mischief is, and much 


| more may be, done. To this, indeed, the 
of them as might be chosen for either of | 


words of Pope may be applied 

* A little learning is a dangerous thing ;” 
and for this reason, that men are apt to draw 
inaccurate deductions, and torest upon imper- 
fect grounds. The volunteers, by such in- 
judicious instructions, are withdrawn from” 
that which they might acquire with facility 
and use with much more effect, and the 
operation of such a system will be to give 
their minds a wrong direction If, how- 
ever, it was wished to render the volunteers. 
perfect in this system of discipline, how 
came it that the instructions should have 
commenced so late that, but a few months 
ago, ‘many volunteer corps were without a 
single musket, and even at this hour there 
are several volunteers who have never fired 
a ball in their lives ? Men should not be: 
obliged to travel through the tedious course 
of military tactics when the danger was 80 
urgent as itis admitted to be onall hands, 
A foree not thus perplexed with circuitous 
lessons would be much easier collected, 
and more effectual ; armed also with other 
weapons than muskets, they, perhaps, would 
berable more completely to annoy the ene 
my. Iremember that some miserable exe 
pedients have been resorted to in order te 
depreciate the opinions of the hon. officer. 
His recommendation of-pikes was at first 
discountenanced, and yet, since then, 
plan has been adopted and: acted upon t 
a considerable extent. Above 100,000 pikes: 
have been distributed by government, andE 
have no doubt those weapons will be more 
useful in the hands of peasants who shall 
not yndergo the trouble of any rehearsal 





wl 


jefore they come to action, than volunteers 
tained to the masket I have heard that 
gme gentlemen are of opinion, that the 
yolunteers might be most advantageously 
ed. by attaching them io the bour 

of service to battalions of the line. Of 
gch a plao I very much disapprove, or 
ofany project to bring them into action, in.a 
wlid body, When the hon. officer on the 
jower bench recommended pikes to be dis- 
| tributed to the volunteers, ministers confess- 
ed there was a scarcity of muskets, and that 
circumstance alone, independently of the 
known efficacy of that weapon, particularly 
manifested in the course of the French re- 
yolution, was sufficient. The hon. mewber 
behind me (. ol. Eyre) has insisted upon the 
importance of the volunteers, for a very 
strange reason indeed, which he urged with 
t confidence, namely, that the volun- 


feers however, as he said, they were depre- | 
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bulwark of a country. You. might thus 
have an aid in every village and town, 
more numerous and effectivethan your vo- 
lunteers ; and you might put the country in 
such a state of defence, that the enemy, 
even after a victory, should he obtain one, 
over your regular army in the field, dare 
not send out a detachment to forage, or 
for any other purpose, without exposing 
them to. be shot at fiom every hedge, from 
every cottage, from every enclosure—by 
men, not dressed so as to be easily per- 
ceivable, not wearing those coloured gar 
ments which would put the enemy’s troops 
on their guard. Thus might they be harassed 
and weakened, even after being victo~ 
rious in the field ; and we must not be so 
sanguine as to suppose that they may not 
sometimes have the advantage; tor, how~ 
ever brave our troops may be, and no man 





ciated in this country, were held to be so | 


formidable by the enemy that they operated 
to prevent him from attempting his threaten- 


in June last ; but, if he had come then he 
would have surprised a vast proportion of the 
volunteers without arms If, however, the 
enemy was compleiely prepared in June, 
and the voluntecrs in their then state were 
rally sufficient to intimidate him, there can 
beno danger whatever, wow that that body 
isso much larger and so much better disci- 
plined ; nor can it be necessary to introduce 
this bill, or to make any farther bustle of 
preparation. However, perhaps. the enemy 
has postponed the execution of his design for 
other reasons. Possibly he waits until the 
volunteers shall learn their exercise—until 
they are properly drilled! This would be 
amagnanimous proceeding—bui to be se- 
fous, I know that there are many different 
®inions upon the mode provided for disci- 
Plining the volunteers, and | have my doubts. 
Upon this, however, I have no doubt ; that 
the system is altogether not comparable to 
that of an armed peasantry, who could be 
in every district in sutticient numbers, 

and who would furnish the most powerful 
atistance to the regular army. it should be 
Tecollected, that the great defencg of a coun- 
tty consists of an armed people. The ene- 
my may have a large disciplined army, and 
0 may you to resist him ; but that from 
ich you would derive your great advan- 
lage. that which always must form the 
powerful opponent of an invading army, 
Would be an armed peasantry. That should 
be your ‘principal defence. It is like the 
Weapon with which nature furnishes ani- 
fal for their protection, It is.the great 


ed plan of invasion, although he was ready | Juliu 


hasa higher opinion of their valour and 
skill than | have, we must attend to that 
calculation which has ever been regarded 
by the highest military authorities, even by 
Cesar himself, that fortune has a 
great share in deciding the events of war. 


; When such events should happen to be 


against us, I would particularly look to 
the assistance of the smock-frocked force, 
as some gentlemen have termed it. A no- 
ble lord in treating this subject, has said, 
that he: was old enough to recollect the 
American rebellion, as he called it, and, 
certainly, if he recollected all the circum- 
stances of the case he so describes, he 
would be aware that. the term of rebellion 
_ was not applicable, and that the use of it 
was long since abandoned. He would also 
recollect that which was very fortunate to 
the subject of this debate, that America 
was victorious over her opponents, not be- 
cause she had a large regular urmy, but 
because she was an armed country, and the 
result of that popular armament was, that 
two of our best generals, at the head of 
some of the best troops, were compelled to 
surrender, ‘ Precisely that kind of force 
which so conquered in America, which 
emancipated Holland, which triumphed in 
Switzerland, and performed such prodi- 
gies of valour in la Vendée and Ireland, is 
what I should recommend to be resorted to 
in this country. The misfortune is, with a 
view to this, that, as I understand, the 
volunteers have taken so many arms that 
enough are not left for arming the pea- 
santry ; but there are weapons in abun- 
dance to be found to suit them, and they 
will not require much training. If this plan 
be not attended to, many parts of the coun- 
| try will, in the event of invasion, be left 
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‘quite defenceless ; for when a voluntéer 
eorps is called into service, what becomes 
of the town or village to whith it may be-« 
long? Their natural defenders are gone 
where they are nat likely to be so useful as 
they might be, under another system, to the 
ultimate security of the country and ‘the 
overthrow of the enemy. This is a pain- 
fal consideration ; but it naturally arises 
out of a bad system—a system which rather 
perplexes the ¢olunteers than contributes 
te improve them, which, in fact, overloads 
them with a kind of instruction of no prac- 
tical utility, instead of giving them that 
which would fit them for the object to 
which their service isapplicable. This. -is 
the mischief; it is as it were to senda man 
to a university to learn general knowledge, 
and afterwards to tell him that he must 
study to qualify for a divine or a physi- 
¢iah. Ishould think it would be better ta 
begin the education of the one and the 
other, with that which might best fit them 
for their proper pursuits.” It would there- 
fore be much wiser to teach the volunteers, 
not the stiff and intricate manceuvres of 
Prussian discipline, but that only which 
is’ essential, not that which should assimilate 
them to a regular army, which has begun 
to learn such discipline; but that which 
should assimilate them to an armed pea- 
santry, to whom it is naturally extremely 
desirable that they should be more alike 
than they are. Nothing can be a greater 
Mistake than to suppose, that the colour of 
the volunteer clothing will beadvantageous 
in the event of invasion, as the Secretary 
of State enumerated; for this reason, that 
an intimate connexion between them and 
our-regular army must injure the latter ; 
and also, that if they should be defeated in 
any instance, the singularity of dress will 
of course induce-the enemy to suppose them 
soldiers, and that supposition will tend to 
their encouragement. My wish is, that in- 
stead of such troops, we should fave the 
people armed, im order that in every di- 
fection the enemy might have persons to 
annoy, without bemg warned by alarming 
appearances ; that he should always have 
feason to fear in whatever direction he 
moved; that the apprehension of meetin 

a foe in a brown coat should. haunt him like 
a spectre ; that he should feel that he could 
not pass through a lane or along a hedge 
with safety. If you abandon this plan, 1 am 
sure you will considerably diminish the fears 
ofan invading enemy ; for when he conceives 
he has none but red coated foes to meet 
with, his confidence will, of course, be 
greater. “Lhe evil of this goes very deep, 
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It applies. to the principle of the valu 

system. The mischief of affording the eng, 
my the ‘means of ascertaining the whole 
amount of your military defence is extreme, 
ly obvious. When. he becomes AC qUAINte 
ed that he has only §00,coo men to con 


tend with, you of course do him a servicg 
he will then know his enemies by their 


dress.—The hon. gent. who has just sat 
down has remarked onthe tendency of the 
sentiments so often urged by my right hon, 
friend, on the bench below me (Mr. Wind 
ham) respecting the volunteer system, and 


seenis to imagine that the right hon, gent, 
was inconsistent in accepting a command in | 


a volunteer corps ; but inconsistency dogg 
not at all follow from this circumstanee, 
The right hon. gent. avails himself of the 
system, bad as it is, to promote the publie 
defence, because there is no other.—As 
the whole of the remarks made_ upon this 
system, many of which have been misrepre, 
sented, as well as the motives of those whe 
madethem, I beg to observe, that without 
wishing to abolish the system altogether, it 
is impossible to remedy its deiects, ifthey 


be remediable, without having in view the 
principles of a better system. — Withre, 


gard to the bill before the House, it in 
reality contains nothing in the shape ofa 
remedy, nor indeed any thing at all new, 
and the system it professes to support cans 
not, in my mind, be of long duration ; itis 
not of adurable nature. ‘The dread of in. 
vasion, which produced it, wil! not long 


avail, and as soon as the danger disappeats, ° 
} or may not be attented to, and which: ma 


be the case, should it long continue tobe 
merely talked of, the spirit of the volunteers 
will, from the nature of the human miuid 
be likely to relax ; and who can pretend to 
say how long, for how many years, the ené 
my may keep up all the appearences ofan 
intention fo invade us, without actually ate 
tempting it? These considerations weight 
with my mind very strongly, and confirm 
my opinion of the superior character ofan 
armed peasantry.—As to the opinion, that 
in order to guard against the evil of a.slow 
recruiting for the regular army, «it would be 


desirable to form a kind of perpetual army 


of reserve, to be raised by ballot, from 
which volunteering for general service 
was to be more encouraged, I shall at pre 
sent make -but one observation, ey 
that Iam no friend to the extension of 4 
—— of raising men by ballot. It isa 
ind of lottery, in which ten men maybe 
said to. toss up which shall serve; orm 


stead of each.contributing 4ol.. one {o.com 
tribute 20.——To the allusions..which hae 
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yen'so frequently made to the conduct of 
the naval department, { think it would be 


' mochfairer to bring forward the subject for 


pfall- discussion. 1 have no doubt that the 
noble-lord who presides over that board, will 
be able'to- vindicate his character ; but, at 
the same time; as so many charges have been 
thrown out against the Admiralty, I think it 
would be better at once to institute an in- 
quiry, which will enable the House to make 
upits mind upon this most important sub- 
ject; and, I am sure that that noble per- 

js not one of those who would be 


: likely to shrink from inquiry. 


Mri Pitt, —Sir ; differing as I do from the 
hon. gent. who spoke last, in many points 


sespecting the volunteers, I nevertheless have | 


the satisfaction to agree with him in many of 
the propositions which he has laid down. 
There is no one sentiment advanced -by the 
hon, gent. to which I assent more cordially 
than in the necessity of adopting some 
measures to give a degree of consistency and 

nence to our defensive force. It is 
wdoubtedly true, that at present the great 


_ dbject ought to be to direct our efforts to 


meet the immediate danger with-which the 
guntry is threatened; nothing, certainly, 
ought to be neglected in the first moment of 
slarmior danger, and all foture considera- 
tions; however important, ought to give way 
tothe present necessity and immediate dan- 
ger. But that being provided for, we ought 
not to hesitate one moment in adopting the 
most effectual measures for rendering our 
defensive ‘system permanent, and of. provi- 
ding against a recurrence of danger in future 
times. If we should prevent the enemy 
from effecting the invasion this year, and 
that should lead us into a false security, and 
q@courage us to slacken our means of 
defence, it certainly must end in our total 
win, I am, therefore, happy to find the 
opinion so strongly inculcated’ by the hon. 
gent. that we ought not to be content with 
out present exertions alone. It is perfectly 
true; as that hon. gent. has stated, that al- 
though the natural impulse of a brave and 


-loyalypeop!e has led them'to make the great- 


et and most unparalleled exertions, which 


have: removed us from immediate danger, ° 
yet itis undoubtedly necessary to suopt 
- Measures to guard azainst that jong, pro- 


tracted, and lingering danger with which 
iT 
theenemy may threaten us. Because. the 


‘dfect of deterring the enemy from making 


his attempt, by a demonstration of the 
force and spirit of the country, may have 
the effect of making us relax in our. ef- 


_fottsywhich might produce the most disas- 


Wous consequences, 1 therefore, think. we 
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should: act wrong indeed, if we were to sa- 
tisfy ourselves with merely providing against 
the present danger, without adopting some 
great; general, and permanent system, equal; 
not only:to the present’ danger, but equal to 
that danger which may continue to threaten 
us, and which may not be terminated by the 
present war. I hope, indeed; that our danger 
will terminate with the present war, because 
{ hope, we shall not: lightly consent to make 
peace without the attainment of security for 
the future, a security which cannot be ob 
tained while France remains inher present 
situation, I donot allude to any particelar 
form of government which may prevail ig 
that country, but while she remains as she 
is, the arbitress of the continent of Europe; 
a perfectly military country, under the 
guidance of the most absolute and unlimited 
government, that perhaps, ever existed ;. ‘ane 
shackled by any of those checks that*operate 
upon other governments, unshackled by that 
check which has operated in every otherin: 
stance, though, perhaps, unseen in even-the 
most arbitrary states—{ mean, the influence 
of public opinion, which has never yet beet 
stifled in any other country but in France 
and which has always operated’ more or less; 
even in the most servile forms 6f govern: 
ment that ever disgraced Europe. In France) 
however, this check of public opinion is now 
so destroyed, that no:man dares hardly, eveti 
in thought, question the conduet of the got 
vernmenut, however it may squander the 
treasures of their country, or, however it 
may lavish the blood of the people. ‘The 
system. in that. country is different from any 
that ever existed before, and must be’ met 
by ‘corresporiding exertions on our part; 
aud however painful those exertions maybe} 
we must determine to:submit to ‘them,- ag 
the lot which is inseparable from those’days 
m which it has pleased Providence to ‘cast 
our existence.—With regard to the present 
volunteer system, though I am far from 
thinking that it has: reached any thing like 
perfection; though, I think it is capable of, 
and I have no doubt, will receive great? im-= 
provement; yet, still I do think, ‘the ‘pfin= 
ciples on which it is foanded are’ perfectly: 
right; and, I have no doubr,: that coupled 
with other regulations, and these not véry 
difficult ones, it may be rendered a perma- 
nent security against future danger, It 
is no disparagement to the spirit of the yo- 
lunteers or their devotion to'their country, to 
say, that it is impossible to trust continually 
to the operation of that velunteer spirit. It 
is no disparagement to the spirit of the peo- 
ple, to say, that when the immediate danger 
is passed, they may, however erroneously, 
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- doubt the necessity of their future exertions. 
The volunteer system was founded upon the 


conviction of immediate danger; if that: 


cause should cease, it is not at all extraor- 
dinary that the effect should céase also. If 
that is the case; it becomes the duty of Par- 
liament to do that for the country which 
spontaneous zeal cannotdo That sponta- 
neous zeal has hitherto superseded almost 
the necessity of legislative measures; and has 
counteracted no small share of error on the 
part of the executive government. It cer- 
tainly cannot, however, be expected to con- 
tinue for any great length of time to the ex- 
tent to which it has now reached: the ques- 
tion to be considered then is, whether there 
ate any means of giving to that system a 
degree of permanency which does not belong 
to it? Vhe system which was adopted last 
year, and,in my opinion, wisely adopted, was, 
- that it would be right to invite the voluntary 

exertions of the pe»ple, and if they reached 
‘to a sufficient extent. it would be inuch pre- 

ferable to compulsory service. It now be- 

came the duty of Parliament, to provide the 
permanent means for putting in motion so 
- much of the force and population of the 

country, as future exigency might render ne- 

cessary, Upon this subject, however, 1 do 

not mean to say that nothing has been done: 

they have provided the means, I do not say 

they are sufficiently digested and matured ; 
. but they have provided the means, in case 
the volunteers should fall short of that num- 
ber which is deemed necessary for the se- 
curity of the country, of enabling his Ma- 
jesty to call upon the different classes, even, 
if it should be necessary, to the extent of the 
whole population of the country. In doing 
this, the legislature has laid the foundation 
of that system, which may be so improved as 
to establish a great and permanent system of 
defence, which will place the country in a 
state of permanent security in.all future con- 
tests. When I say that such a foundation 
has been laid, I am far from meaning that it 
is perfect ; it certainly requires, and 1 hope, 
will receive, much improvement; and, that 
part which relates to the enrolment of per- 
sons, undoubtedly requires considerable re- 
vision. Upon that: point, however, much 
difference of opinion prevails, as. to the 
measures which ought to be adopted to bring 
that system to a state of permanent perfec- 
tioa; but, these are considerations to which 
we may attend after we have matured the 
present volunteer system, and thereby pro- 
vided effectual means of guarding against 
immediate danger. When that great object 
shall be attained, we shall then be at leisure 
to consider of the means of calling out the 
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whole population of the country, if ever cig. 
cumstances should render it necessary, 
is now understood, that if in any place the. 
number of volunteers fall short of the num. 
ber which is considered necessary, the gos 
vernment is determined to call out the 
classes under the defence acts and I have ng 
doubt that if ever the disappearance of ims 
mediate danger should relax the spirit of the. 
volunteers, there are means to be found jg. 
that system to keep the numbers entire, 
There is another source from which, in mp 
opinion, considerable support might be de 
rived to the volunteer system. If the idey 
which I threw out on a former occasion. 
should meet with the approbation of the 
House, if it should be thought right to allow 
such a ballotted force to exist as I before 
suggested, to feed and maintain the. regular 
army, and tha: force is kept up annually by 
fresh ballots, the exemptions which volung 
teers would then enjoy would, I am com 
vinced, induce men cheerfully to. continue 
in volunteer corps, As far, thereforé, as res 
lates to the question of permanence, I seg 
no difficulties that are at all likely to render 
that an unattainable object, always bearing. 
in mind, that the first great object we have 
to perform is to render the volunteer force, 
as efficient as possible in the present instance, 
I do contend that this circumstance along 
would be a sufficient provision against any 
diminution of the volunteer force to an 
amount at all to be taken into setious cons 


sideration on a general view of the whele 


subject. Whatever may be the apprehens 
sions on the subject of the sudden falling of 


of the volunteer force, it really does appeat 
to me extraordinary to urge these apprehen+ 


sions as any inducements to.the House te 


suspend the discussion of the bill now before 


the House. On the contrary, whatever thé 
defects of the volunteer system may be, itis” 
surely at once wise and politic that a bill-des 
signed, on the spur of the moment, tote 


medy evils allowed on: all sides to exis 


should pass with the least possible interrupe 
tion. Evils of a less pressing nature ~~ 
afterwards come under consideration, andf 
am stre, Sir, that it is very far from mp 


wish, to declare that there are not in the 


volunteer system, as it at present stands 
many circumstances which furnish an ample: 
field for future deliberation, What I now 


recommend and desire is, that we should om 


the present occasion enter on the immedialé” 


consideration of the bill, that an opportusiif’ 
should be given for introducing such clause 
as appear to members calculated to rendenit | 


more perfect, and if we cannot obviate ery 
invonvenience, at least to do what we ely 
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pieider.itas much as possible applicable to 
" ¢ fot which it was framed.—So 


“pooh has been already said this evening, on 


subject of the volunteer force generally, 
In the obs 
ons contained in the very able speech 


ofan Hon. Colonel (Craufurd) opposite me, 


therewas, doubtless, Sir, agreat deal of matter 
I must, 
however; be permitted to say, that the hon. 
ofieer cartied one part of his argument 
sinst:the volunteer system to an unjustifi- 
ible length. The hon. officer seemed to 
that the volunteer force was meant 

tobe substituted for the services of a regular 


-gmy. I cannot conceive on what such an 
‘jdeais founded. It is certainly one which 
|nevercould for a moment have entertaiti- 


ed, If the argument drawn from the idea 
that the volunteer system interferes with the 
reertiting of the regular army can be re- 


moved, then the objections from this source 


most be done away. I will take on myself 
then to affirm, that the volunteer system, so 
farfrom. counteracting the recruiting for the 
regular army, has a tendency directly differ- 
et, A right hon. gent. below me, (Mr. 
Yorke), on a former evening, gave an in- 
stanee; taken from the St. George's corps of 
volunteers, where the number of those who 
hadentered into regiments of the line was 
wegreat, as fully to shew the fallacy of the 


cbjection to which I have now referred. 


Butthis is far from being a solitary instance. 
Other examples of the same spirit are to be 
found..in every part of the country. Such 
meffect is indeed to be deduced from the 
constitation of human nature. Mankind are 
theereatures.of habit. Attention to mili- 


tary affairs begets a military spirit, and per- 


haps, however much to be lamented may be 
the propensity to contest, it is fortunate for 
this pation that: the spirit for a military life 
fi8.in- proportion to the extent of those 
dangers by which a military life is rendered 
necessary in society. No argument can 
therefore be drawn against the volunteer 
ysiem, from any supposition of its being in- 
consistent with the recraiting of the regular 
umyi--As to the question immediately be- 
fore'the.House, the test seems’ to be, shall 
wethrow out the bill altogether because it 
contains so little new matter, nothing either 
to facilitate thé augmentation of the regalat 
amy, orto provide for the better organiza- 
fion-of any other species of force? The 
hon; gent,-on the other side (Mr. Fox) says, 
that he cannot be a friend to the present vo- 
lmteers, because it appears to him that the 
discipline of the volunteers, is not such as 

: of their service requires, and he 

oL, I, : 
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looks to the applicttion of another species. of 
force directed in a way totally different. 


| He professed himself an, advocate. for the 


services of an atmed peasantry, as infinitely 
preferable to any voluntary service derived 
from the present system of voluntary ser- 
vice. I wish, Sir, ott this point, to recall to 
the attention of thé House, that the ques- 
tion we have now to consider is.not what, 
under given circumstances, would be the 
best system of tational defence, but what is 
that which cat be obtained in the shortest 
time possible? I have already declared, that 
the volunteer system was far from appearing 
to me in its present state to be perfect; but 
the question is, whether we shall allow.a 
bill, designed to improve that system, which 
lias been read a second time, to go to a 
Committee, in which a variety of important 
alterations may be introduced; or whether 
we shall allow the bill to drop, and at a moe 
ment when the great crisis may beat hand, 
enter on a system entirely new in. all. its 
parts, and crude ini all its dependencies? We 
have only to cohsider at present, how far it 
would be proper to allow the blanks to be 
filled up in the bill this evening, to give 
every gentleman to-morrow a fair opportu- 
nity of delivering his thoughts on a subject 
so interesting to every order in the commu- 
nity.—With many of the témarks of the 
hon. gent. who spoke last, I do most heartily 
concur; but I am sorry that I have the mis- 
fortune to differ*with him in one or two in- 
stances, which before | sit down I shall have 


/ oceasion to'state. To the subject of the li- 


mhitation of the number of volunteers, [ re- 
quest the attention of the House for a few 
moments; and [| shall first allude to the 
number of voluateers in the counties situated 
on the coast. It will be recollected, Sir, 
that im fixing the amount of.the mumber of 
voluntary offers to be Commuted for come 
pulsory service, ministers agreed to fix the 
general standard at six times the amount of 
the militia. The policy of making such, a 
limitation was never to me very apparent ; 
but it struck me as particularly objection« 
able, as applicable to tlie situation of Kent 
and other maritime counties more immedi- 
ately exposed to direct invasion. In the 
county of Kent, with which.I have the good 
fortune to be connected, the public spirit 


‘rose to.a pitch far beyond the most sanguine 


expectations. It was lively and vigorous. 
It was adequate to any emergency, and 
never exhibited the least-evidence of decay, 
till it was chécked by the restrictions of mi- 
nisters.. It appeared clear to every man whe 
reflected for a moment on the subject, that 
the same criterjou ax to the aumber of vo- 
Re 
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Junteers, could not be applied to Kent or 
any other county on the coast, as to Derby, 
to Warwick, or any other county in the in- 


térior. The gepemce and magistrates of 
‘thé county of Kent were soon so fully aware 
of this, and convinced that the adoption of 
thelimitation of ministers would be highly 
inexpedient, that they actually met for the 
purpose of preparing a representation‘on the 
subject. Such a representation was prepar- 
éd, and ministers so far yielded to these re-- 
monstrances, that the amount of offers of 
voluntary service was by one-half extended. 
But even after this concession, on the part of 
ministers, I have to state, Sir, that 5000 
individuals had offered their services, which 
idisters ‘have not thought, proper .to re- 
ceive. I, in the first instance, lamented the 
existence of the limitation, and I have seen 
nothing which has. not tended materially to 
confirm my original impressions. That in 
the maritime counties the volunteer system 
is for immediate danger, appéars to me per- 
fectly ¢lear, and I very much doubt whether 
the’ peasantry of the county of Kent. would 
be at all adequate to act as such an irregular 
force as the hon. gent. described, One or 
tvo circumstances will be sufficient to esta- 
blish the truth of this position. The hon, 
gent, and those who hold similar opinions on 
this subject, have endeavoured to fortify their 
arguments by what bappened in La Vendée 
and in America. We are told, Sir, that in 
both these cases it was by the exertions of 
an armed peasantry that victory was accom- 
plished. If is true, Sir, that the peasantry 
of La Vendée, headed by. some of the ablest 
and the most heroic leaders the world ever 
saw, maintained a most glorious struggle 
against the monsters who tyrannized .oyer 
rance. But, Sir, is it necessary for me to 
recall: to the recollection. of the House the 
circumstances of that afflicting warfare? At 
was by encountering every form, of misery 
ahd suffering, it was by submitting to every 
aggravation of cruelty, that those brave.men 
were upheld in their resistance to injustice 
and oppression. ‘They saw. around them the 
ravages'of fire and of sword. They, beheld 
their-abodes consumed, their dearest rela- 
tives massacred, their fondest hopes destroy- 
ed. ‘Animated by an unconquerable and 
heroic spirit, they thought no sacrifices too 
great which were to be the purchase. of; that, 
independence which was dearest. to. their 
hearts. For their. glorious exertions. they 
must be objects of emulation to nations in 
every age; but, I will ask, whether our 
situation is at all similar, to that (in. which: 
these gefierous men were called upon, to act? 
We have not yet heen reduced to the neces-. 


‘ “a 
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sacrifices. If the enemy were to« god fe 
landing in Kent, in Sussex, in Essex, of! -peaba 
of the maritime counties near the oo fe folbat 
lis, I know that every man would) pe obtain 
sooner than that they should obtain any gpdista 
thing like permanent possession. But-wh P 

Sir, in the first instance, is to be: suppose Novi 
will be the object of the enemy? Can yy — ofthe 
imagine that on their landing they willcog. & hand 
sume their time in carrying in their step, # sicans 
plunder and devastation ? These horrors draw! 
doubiless be.disseminated over the land, i¢  countt 
ever the fatal period of successful invasion or tw 
should arrive, But, in the first instance, we — of rer 
are to imagine, that inferior objects will by of ad 






neglected, and that if the enemy were 
land GO or 70 miles from the capital, they 
would -endeavour to pass along with the m 
pidity of a torrent, and never ‘halt ‘till 
had taken their station under the walls¢f 
London. . To think that even the falbofth 
metropolis would be the evidence of the uh. 
jugation of the country, is an idea not tobe 
entertained even fora moment. It will not, 
however, be denied, that such an’ event 
would be one pregnant with terrible: diss 
ters, and that no means ought to be leftun 
tried, by which so serious an evil might be 
avoided. With this view it is necessary thit 
we should have a force which may be'able 
most speedily to act together, to afford th 
means of immediate annoyance to the ent 
my, and to dispute every inch of their pro 
gress to the capital.—It appears to me then, 
that the volunteer system is the one best tl 
culated to afford this force, so far as thede 
fence of the maritime counties is involved, 
and it does not strike me, that the argument 
| drawn from the exertions of tle royalistsia 
La Vendée, are at all applicable. Nor doe 
it appear to me, that the argument drawl 
from the history of the American war, isa 
all. more.conclusive. ‘It is true, that atthe 
commencement of that war, the Ameri¢ait 
did employ an irregular force, but it wa 
not by such a ‘force that their final tri 
was effected. They had time, from the 
cumstances in which they were placed, 
- accustom these troeps, at first raw andi 
experienced, to.all the varieties of disciplit) 
and they received from. our troops, the le 
sons which afterwards were> made’ ti 
foundation .of victory. Besides, Sir, whet 
the situation of America is considered, iti# 
impossible to draw -any “parallel applicable 
to.the present situation of this country. ‘Dit 
theatre of war in America, was over anil 
mense. tract of territory, widely 
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sgovernmentor power; having ‘no vital, 
godfew vulnerable parts. A province might 
ndoned in consequence of one success- 
-falbattle, but no object of importance was 
, « The enemy had only to retire to 
distance; and unmolested to complete their 


| for a renewal of the attack. 


ictory cou!d ever place under the hands 
ofthe conqueror, one-tenth, or even one- 
handredth part of the country. If the Ame- 
ficans were routed, they had only to with- 
draw to some of the deserts with which the 
countty abounded, and there wait six weeks 
- giwo months till they had an opportunity 
of renewing: the contest with new prospects 
of advantage. Very different, however, 
be the situation of this country if a 
janding of the enemy were effected., ‘There 
ge points were a landing might be effected 
within 60 miles of the metropolis. Every 
dictate‘of policy requires that, in such a case, 
we should. be prepared to attack the enemy 
without a moment's delay, to harass not 
ooly by irregular troops, but to meet him 
infront, to hang on his flanks, to suffer 
him not to advance even a mile into the 
, @untry, without encountering all that gal- 
Aaotry,; combined with skill, can oppose to 
his progress. It does appear to me, there- 
fore, that corps of volunteers in the mari- 
time counties are best adapted for this ser- 
vie. It does appear to me,’ that in the re- 
mote-counties the number of volunteers: is 
lietat all too extended. I trust, that if ever 
the enemy should land, the regular army 
will, assisted by the volunteers, be able to 
combat him with success, as soon as ne has 
ta foot‘on our shores. But we ought to 
prepare even for the worst consequences. 
Ve ought to have a force ready to repair 
the loss sustained in. the first conflicts ‘with 
the enemy: Aw armed peasantry, I do not 
deay, might be rendered highly useful for 
sme: purposes; but it might be necessary 
tohave a disposable, active, moveable 
foree,-and independent of the volunteer sys- 
ttm this could not be-obtained. An armed 
try within their own districts might 
highly valuable. They would be, how- 
eter; beyond that circle, useless as:a dispo- 


sible force. Their local knowledge might 


beconverted:to the utmost useful purposes, 
tod: their native courage might be so regu- 

to give the most galling annoyance 
totheenemy: But it is necessary to: oppose 
fo-such an enemy as we should bave to en- 
counter, as much regular discipline as possi- 
te—In considering the army which Buo- 
taparté. will probably bring over with him, 


Settainly. cannot flatter myself, that let any’ 
Pitt ofthe invading: army-be composed” of 
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the description of troop’ which have been 
alluded to, he cértainly will not place ‘any 
relidnce upon his Italian and Dutch con- 
scripts, He may amuse us with a news- 
paper account upon that subject ; he may 
flatter his new and willing slaves with pro- 
mising to Jet them partake in the expedi- 
tion ; but there is no doubt that he never 
will attempt the invasion of this country 
with any but a well-disciplined army I 
hope and trust’ that very soon after their ar- 
rival, we should havea force collected, ca- 
pable of driving them back into the sea; 
but even if we ‘should not, we should at 
least be able so to balance the contest as.to 
enable us to bring our regulars and volan- 
teers from the interior, But I really do not 
think that a levy en masse; or as it is called, 
an armed peasantry, would be sufficient to 
stop the enemy, or could be brought to act 
with any prospect of stccess against him.—* 
With regard to what has been said respect- 
ing the conduct of the Board of Admiralty, 
I do not mean now to enter into any discus-. 
sion upon the subject. The apprehensions 
which I stated on a former night, were 
founded, in part, upon what I -have seen, 
and partly apon public rumour, The ap- 
prehensiens I entertain are, that the prepara- 
tions which have been made, have not been. 
sufficiently vigorous, compared with the na- 
ture of the enterprize of the enemy, and the 
novelty of the contest in which we are en- 
gaged. I shall, however, pursue my in- 
guities upon this subject, and if I fiad m 
apprehensions well-founded, I shall cer- 
tainly submit them to the consideration of 
the House. It will be matter of great satis- 
faction to my mind, if the noble Jord at the 
head of the Admiralty can satisfactorily ac- 
count for his conduct, because no man en- 
tertains a higher opinion of the transcendent 
merit of that noble lord than Ido: but, 
nevertheless, I shall’ conceive it to be my. 
duty, if, upon inquiry, I find my apprehen~. 
sions are founded, ‘to bring forward, and 


‘that at no very remote period, the subject 


under the consideration of Parliament, 
Mr. Fox, in explanation, said, that. the 
right hon. gent. had'mistaken his argument... 
He did not say that we should rely upon an 
armed peasantry alone, but an armed pea- 
santry, acting in aid of ‘a regular army. : 
Mr. Windham said, that the principles 
and opinions which he formerly ptofessed , 
upon this subject, he still retained. They 
were confirmed by experience, as far as exe, 
perience had gone, and had now, in every 


point; the sanction of the very high authority 


(Col. Cravfurd’s) which the House had just 
heard: Hé’ was’ anxioas’ to récall this fact 
Rr2 
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to the attention ef the House, because: it 
might serve to counteract.the. effect jof ‘the 
‘speech of his right hop. friend. (Mr. Pitt); 
whose great powers of statements were very 
likely to have turned the-House to a dif: 
ferent. view of the subject. _Notwithstand- 
ing these powers, he .minst .still think that 
his hon, friend was wrong, and that-he was 
right. It was.not true, what had been said 
by miany, that, he disparaged the volunteers. 
He did not disparage the volunteers, nor ob- 
ject to them, individually, in any respect: 
what he condemned. was the system “on 
which they were formed, and the uses to 
which it was meant they should be applied ; 
yet, with these objections full in his mind; 
he knew that such was the pressure of the 
immediate danger, and such the general de- 
ficiency of our military system, that no great 
part of it, however objectionable, could. be 
given up at once, or ought so'to be changed 
as to leave any considerable void in our 
means of defence, even for a short time. He 
did not propose, or wish, therefore,. that the 
volunteer force should. be ‘disbanded. or 
greatlyreduced : he doubted, in fact, whether 
by what he should recommend, it would be 
so much redjced as in the way about: to be 
adopted: he wished it only to be put upon 
the footing on which it originally stood,. or 
was supposed, at least, to stand, by those who 
first engaged in it, namely, that of service free 
from any species of compulsion, but divested 
also of any inducements other than those 
which were furnished by mere zeal. and pa- 
triotism, In this state, whatever good jit 
cid would be pure and unmixed. It would 
not operate, as it did at present, to the con- 
tinued diminution of a force more valuable 
than itself; a force, which, if the present 
system continued,’ must be for, ever growing 
less and less. — Endeayours were made to 


show that the volunteer system did not pro-! 


_ duce this effect, but that the recruiting of the 
army was rather better than worse for, it. 
The way in which this was made out was, 
as the House had heard, that by the military 
spirit which it infused, men were induced. 
to enter into the army, who would not other- 
wise have thought of that mode of life. He 


would appose to that the number of men, | 


‘whatever it might be, who finding in them- 


selves something of a military passion were. 


satisfied to giye it vent in corps of this de- 
scription, and.remain there when otherwise 
they might haye gone further. It. might 
possibly happen that neither number was 
very eonsiderable ; but he saw no reagon to 
stippose that -the last might not be af great 
as the former,—Sq. much for the assistance 
which ' the volunteer corps. were supposed to 
give 1@ the recrujting. The /rejudice they 
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occasioned was easily understood. \*Iniogy, 
sequence of the number of exemptions, ip 
lists were often exhausted, so that there, 
cruiting of the army of -reserve, the:on} 
source of recruiting now left for thelingig 
those instances stood still ; and at allieveny 
sustained a great delay: the consequence, 
all. which was, that the army of ‘regen 
had stopt at 36,000 instead. of 50,000; ay 
had little apparent. probability of ever ge, 
ting much further. But the principalmodg 
in which the volunteer system operatedig 
the prejudice of the army was by» increa, 
ing the price of . substitutes, and ther 
bringing things to the state before alludg 
to, namely, that in which the army of ry 
serve was the only channel by which recruiys 
were received,» This it did in’ four way, 
First, it lessened the number of men liabletg 
be balloted, and thereby retarded, andiiq 
many instances absolutely prevented, the fil. 
ling up the army of reserve. 2dly, it threw 
the: ballot upon a class of men, less disposed, 
from their habit and situation, to setveig 
person, and producing therefore, in propom 
tion to their numbers, a greater demandifeg 
substitutes. 3dly, it lessened the number 
of men, who would be willing to engageas 
substitutes, and: 4thly, it placed those who 
might be willing soto engage, inva situation 
infinitely more advantageous. for themin 
making their bargain. A man would engage 
as a substitute on very different terms when! 
he had a ballot hanging over his head, ‘and 
when he: stood under the shelter. of amen 
emption: as it might happen very wellj 
that in. the one. case he would be wikt 
ling. to engage ‘on moderate terms, and: 
in the other not to engage at all. Theseit 
must be presumed, were the causes which. 
kept the amount of bounty at its preseat | 
height. At least some causes there must be 
that kept it so ; for there it was: and.wap 
not only-as high asever, but seemed, agcond! 
ing to the phrase of the stock exchangey ta 
be looking upwards.— With respect "to: the 
uses of the volunteers, he would not sow 
enter upon them, so much having been ak 
ready said om that subject, nor pursue tie 
comparison between them and an armed: 
peasantry. ‘That an armed peasantry: would 
be able to stop an army, he‘never had said 
any moment : he had often, indeed, said the” 
direct contrary : but then he must observ” 
that.a body of seonereh es the — 
resent proposed, wou equally near 
Shia of Lomsing. an army, and the attempt 
in the mean-while of doing so, while equally 
unsuccessful, would be infinitely more fatale” 
The. use of light troops, whatever might #¢ 
their description, was to co-operate with ay 
the faulthe 
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dwith the present system was, that it 
wa calculated with a view to the latter of 
° e uses, pamely, that of providing a sort 


stitute for the army, and not for the | 


frmet,. It was in yain to say, that by train- 
‘ss men for a tore regular service you did 


‘unfit them for what was irregular ; that | 
“seh kind of instruction would do them no | 


jam. The inference might be true, if in- 
ction were a thing to be had at no ex- 


sane, with no sacrifice of. time or of the | 


‘ye 
jheans of acquiring what was more valuable. 


ftwould do men xo harm as light troops, if , 


they were all' to be taught Arabick ; yet he 
sipposed no one would recommend or much 
nove that course of instruction. But it 


ms not altogether true, indeed very much | 


iherwise, as had been ably explained by his 
pon; ftiend (Col. Craufurd), that the sort of 
fiaining, adopted for the volunteer, did no 
jam, It might do very material harm, and 
jad to the most serious mischiefs. It might 
well be doubted, whether even the sort of 
nixed training taught to the French army, 
son forced upon them by various consi- 


detations not generally applicable, and in- | 


in a form very different from that 

inwhich it was applied to our volunteers, 
wold be found generally advantageous, 
Bat, in'‘another instance, which had been al- 
jaded to, and which more nearly resembled 
what we had to consider, viz. the light troops 
ofthe Austrian army, it was universally 
ponte as he understood, by the Austrian 
officers speaking not only with great pro- 
fisional knowledge, but with actual ex- 
petietice of the thing, that the practice 
which had been introduced of giving to their 
light troops a degree of regular training had 
beet injurious to them as light troops, and 
rtidered them in fact considerably less valu- 
able, in that respect, than they had formerly 
been—But, whatever might be thought on 
hispoint, that is to say, whether any con- 
sidetable portion of regular training might 
tof prove even injurious to troops meant in 
the'main to act as irregulars, this was certain, 
that'to trust to irregulars as regulars must be 
legnant with the most fatal dangers. It 
as, in Our case, to renew the risk of that 
catastrophe which produced nothing less 
that the conquest of this country 800 years 
#0, Tt'was by an action such as that now 
ulked of, but with troops not so dispro- 
poitioned probably in discipline and expe- 
rience, that Harold lost his crown and his 
lif and that the kingdom passed under a 
foreign yoke. This trath ought to be for 
werremembered, that by embodying troops, 
if M1 in some cases increased their chance 
Wetory, you, to a certainty, exposed them 
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to greater defeat; and the great question 
to be decided was, whether froin the nature of 
the troops and the time allowed for training 
of them, you were’ likely (o gain more’ one 
way than you were to lose in the other. 

Mr. Dent said a few words in condemna- 
tion of ministers, which we could not dis- 
tinctly hear.—The question was then ‘put, 
that the Speaker do now leave the chair, 
which was carried without a division. Mr. 
Yorke in consideration of the lateness of the 
| hour, proposed, that the committee should 
, Only proceed pro forma, and proceed to-mor- 
row with the discussion of the subject. The 
House was resumed, and progress being re= 
ported, it was agreed that the committce should 
sit again on ‘! hursdzy.—The other orders of 
| the day were then deferred, and the House 

adjourned at two o'clock. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thursday, March 1. 

{Minutes, ]—Counsel were finally heard 
relative to the Irish appeal, Garde v. Burton, 

| viz. Mr. Mansfield, at considerable length, 
as counse! for the appellant in reply. . After 
which their lordshipe 2djourned the farther 
consideration till Monday se’nnight.—Mr, 
Alexander brought up from. the Commons 
the Bank of Ireland Restriction Bill; and 
Mr. Vansittart’ presented the Greenland 
Whale Fishery Bill.—lord Hawkesbury 
moved the first reading of the Bank of Ire- 
land Restriction Bill, which proceeding ac- 
cordingly took place, and subsequently for 
its being printed, which was also ordered. 

[His maJestTy’s 1NDIsPosition,]—His 
lordship then moved, that the bill be read a 
second time on Monday next.—On this 
question being put, 

Lord King rose, no& he said, for the pur- 
pose of opposing the motion of the noble 
Sec. of State, for he had no objection to de~ 
ferring the discussion of the measure till that 
day: but he was induced, from the consider- 
ation of such a bill being before the House, 
and more especially by the circumstance of 
a bill of still greater importance being in its 
progress through the other House of Parlia- 
ment, to require some information from mi- 
nisters, relative to a subject of the greatest 
importance to that House and to the coun- 
try. He alluded to the present state of the 
Sovereign’s health; and he expressed his 
. hopé that in the present instance, the noble 
Sec. of State would be able to afford that 
cansolatory information which was Jately 
given in the other House of Parliament, by a 
person high in his Majesty's councils: what 
he meant was, the declaration, that no ne- 





cessary suspension of th¢ royal functions 
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existed. Information on this head. was the 
more requisite from the authority of. minis- 
ters, as the House had, as yet, no source of 
information, but that which it had in com- 
mon. with the public at large; namely, what 
it learned from the daily bulletins signed by 
four of the royal physicians: the information 
conveyed by these, he deemed neither suffi- 
ciently explicit nor satisfactory; the more 
so, as it was said that a filth person of the 
medical profession attended on his Majesty, 
whose name he was rather surprised to ob- 
serve was not subscribed in common with the 
others. He was glad. to perceive several of 
his Majesty's ministers in their places, and in 
whose presence he called forthe explanation 
alluded to, and he particularly had to address 
himself to the noble and learned Jord on the 
woolsack, from whom he seemed to think 
full explanation. on such a subject was more 
peculiarly, as from his high official capacity 
and relation to the Sovereign, involving in a 
deep, and he might say, awful responsibility, 
to be expected. Adverting again to the cir- 
cumstance of the only channel through 


which the Housé had hitherto.an opportunity ~ 


of being informed upon this most important 
topic, he expressed the sense of duty he felt 
to call upon his Majesty’s ministers for the 
desired explanation. 

Lord Hawkesbury observed, thathe could not: 
conceivewhat regular or proper ground the 
noble Jord could assume, on what might have 
taken place elsewhere, to put the question 
alluded to, to any particular peer in that 
House, However, the topic being men- 
tioned, he had no hesitation to declare, what 
gave him heart-felt consolation, and what he 
was sure must afford all their lordships, and 
the country atlarge, the greatest satisfaction; 
namely, that there existed at present no 
necessary suspension whatever of his Ma- 
jesty's royal ‘functions or authorities, —The 
question’ being then put on Lord Hawkes- 
bury’s motion, : 

Lord Grenville rose and spoke’ in sub- 
stance -as follows.—Heé considered the’ im- 
portant measore of continuing the restriction 
on the Irisli Bank, as. intimately connected 
with the question put by the noble lord who 
sat’ near him (King), as the fartheratice of 
such‘ measures, and, indeed, of all miéasures, 
nécessarily supposed, that every part of the 
constitttion was in.full vigour. He was sure 
that every noble lord in the House heard the 
noble Secretary's answer with the highest sa- 
tisfaction, and every individual in the coun- 
try must also feel the same satisfaction, and. 
the most lively gratitude to Providence, at 
the consoling intelligence, that the Sovereign, 
whorw all loved and revered, was again ia a 


‘ 
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situation to exercise his royal functions — 
was well said, that the most awful reepant 


misleading the public; but, he could net} 


duty to their country and their Sovereign ign 
completely, as ‘to jamal any importa 
measure, or give it the royal. sanction, nples 
they were in .possession of that confidense 
with his Majesty, which would enable the 
to obtain his consent and approbation, whid 
alone gave any consequence to their off 
situation in, the eyes of the public, Th 


.no suspension whatever of the royal 
tions.. He would mention to the House 

he understood this declaration, W, 
previous to this period, the public mind} 
been alarmed with the unwelcome aceouy 
of. his Majesty's. illness, both Houses of Pas 
liament had provided what was to be done, 
such an occasion, if such should in futup 
occur, The state of convalesence-of his Mg 
jesty, which would render any interference 
of Parliament unnecessary, was then seltled 
to be at that particular point, when his Mp 
jesty should not be disabled, by his indispy, 
sition, from coming down to his Parliament, 
This was not the passing words of a spee 
or any opinion actually given, but a 
upon the records of Parliament. So far, thety 
the records of Parliament precluded all ne 


fixed the precise stage of indisposition, when 
the interference of the legislature became 
necessary. From the declaration which the 
noble Sec. of State had now made, we tm 
derstand, with the settled rule of Parliament 


now completely restored to that degree 
health and vigour, which. enabled him 
come to his Parliament, and in the exerci 
of the royal functions personally transact the 
business of the nation. Understanding)tht 
noble Sec. in this sense, and if his idea wa 
wrong he wished. to be corrected, he could 
not but most heartily partake in the high 
tisfaction which the House,. and the natiol, 
in general, must feel at such an unexpecied 
account of his Majesty's state of health, | 

rejoiced, that at this tremendous crisis,’ 
we were menaced with a formidable. 
sion, our efforts were not likely.to be ¢ 


reign’s indisposition, He hoped no pombtat 
false delicacy had induced ministers to make 


lect, that while ‘they performed. their, 
conscientiously to their Sovereign, the) 
also a duty to perform to the public... 





tily must their lordships, and the whole i 





bility rested upon ministers, in case of thy | 


noble Sec. had said, that there was at ea 
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on this subject in view, that his Majesty wie 
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by sorrow at the heavy calamity of our Sort 
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of the na yenation, thank the noble lord who had 
mt the question in this House which had 
dioan atiswer so well calculated to spread 


iopand delight over this country. The sub- 


uctavas, no doubt, delicate, and none felt it 
sore than he did; but, he would ill under- 
und his duty to the legislature and the pub- 
ig and even to his Sovereign himself, who 
ad proved, on many occasions, that the Jove 

ople and their happiness, were 


‘Water to him than life itself, who should 


iow any notion of false delicacy so far to 
gigh in his mind, as to carry on the usual 


‘posiness of the nation, and to transact the 


gost important measures, with the know- 
ve that there was, in fact, no executive 
ment. He, therefore, highly approved 

@ what the noble lord had done, and he 
would have been the last to approve of any 


‘dieassion’ on~ such a subject, if he had not 


been Convinced that it was demanded by a 
gue of daty to every part of the govern- 
ment and the nation. He had explained 
dheady-what he understood by the answer 
which the noble Sec. of State had given to 
the noble lord who sat near him. He had 
mentioned what the records of Parliament 
guired on this subject, and this was the cri- 
peed which he must judge of the decla- 


tation of his Majesty's state of health, He 


\was satisfied that the noble Sec. had no in- 
teition to lead the legislature and the public 
into an error on this-important point. If he 
wéte not satisfied on this head in his own 
mind, he could not agree that Parliament 
should proceed to any other business till the 

of his Majesty's indisposition was in- 
quired into; but, understanding the noble 
tyin’ the sense to which he alluded, he 
most willingly gave his consent to the 2d 
nadingof the Irish Bank Restriction Bill on 


“Lord King still.expressed himself not al- 
y one satisfied’ with regard to the answer 
Wen to his question. ‘There was one cir- 
cimetance, about which nothing had been 
wit by the noble Sec. of State, that weighed 


rage in his mind, which was this, 


Majesty was attended by a fifth phy- 


‘tian, whose name did not appear on the 


ft of the papers that were circulated rela- 
ti@to the indisposition of his Majesty, and 
It was 
Watfitth person should be procared and 
‘to the public along with that of the 


Mtr four. “What the noble Sec. had’stated 


Mh respect to the question was probably 
mhded’on the authority-of these four physi- 
M$; but the account could not be alto- 
tiher satisfactory, unless the opinion of the 
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fifth physician who attended his. Majesty, 
should be given, as it was impossible but con~ 
jectures must be spread concerning the rea- 
sons of with-holding his sentiments from the 
public, that must, in a great measure, damp 
that satisfaction which the physicians now 
spread by their reports of his Majesty's re- 
covery. He wished, therefore, that the no- 
ble Sec. would give some answer to that part 
of his question. It would also be satisfac- 
to’y, if the noble and learned lord on the 
wuolsack would confirm the’statement which 
had been given, as the high situation which 
he beld, as keeper of the Great Seal, ren- 
dered him more peculiarly and personally 
responsible, 

Lord Hawkesbury said, that he thought ~ 
there was no occasion for any further ques- 
tion on this subject. He stated the favour- 
able account of his Majesty's healih, upon 
what he considered as sufficient authority, 
and that was all that the House ought to re- 
quire at present. 

Lord Carlisle rose to request 2 more ex- 
plicit answer to the question of his noble 
friend. It was of the highest importance 
that the nation should be satisfied that there 
was no misapprehension on this subject. The 
opinion of a fifth physician, who was in at 
tendance upon his Majesty, afforded room* 
for conjecture that medical men were not 
agreed in their sentiments respecting his 
Majesty’s indispbsition; this was a circum- 
stance of the last importance, and certainly 
ought not to be. with-held from the legisla- 
ture and the public. To remove the appre- 
hensions on this head, to satisfy the legisla- 
ture that it was not proceeding with the bu- 
siness of the nation when there was no exe- 
cutive government, to satisfy the nation there 
was no intention to mislead them ; he wish- 
ed that some explicit answer should be given 
with respect to this poiat. - He would there- 
fore, request, that before the question was 
put, some of his Majesty's ministers. would 
be so candid us to satisfy the House. 

Lord Fitzwilliam followed on the same 
side. He urged the point that an explicit 
answer should be given to the question of 
the noble lord near him. He really wished, 
that the mystery which appeared to him to- 
hang over the circumstance of a fifth physi-: 
cian attending his Majesty, whose name did 
not appear in the Bulletin, should: be satis- 
factorily cleared up. . If the: opinion of that 
gent. was as favourable as that of the other 
physicians, why should it be with-held from 
the public? If it was not, the public had still 
a right to know what it was; it was a most 
flagrant breach of public duty in_the minis- 
ters, if, from motives of false delicacy, or 
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any other motives, they took upon them- 
selves to conceal from the nation that it had 
no executive goyernment. If that was the 
fact, he wished, that, instead of clothing 
their communications on this subject in ge- 
neral terms, they would remove the public 
anxiety all at once by an explicit declaration 
upon this subject. . These general sort of an- 
_ swers always left an impression, that some- 
thing was with-held material to the question. 
The ministers ought, therefore, to be more 
explicit and particular, in order that there 
might’ be. no possibility of misunderstanding 
their words, and being led into error. This 
was a most awful moment, which required 
that the government should, in every point, 
be exercised with full vigour; and it was the 
highest injory that could possibly be done 
to the legislature and the nation, to. keep 
them in doubt ona subject that so nearly 
concernedthem. He admitted that this was 
a point of delicacy, and he could well con- 
ceive the critical situation in which minis- 
ters stood at present; ' but they hada duty to 
perform to the public, which ought to over- 
come every notion of false delicacy. He 
confessed his doubts had by no means been 
satisfied with regard to the indisposition of 
his Majesty, and it was, on this account, that 
he begged that the noble lord on the wool- 
sack, or the noble Sec. would give, a more 
particular answer to the last question of his 
noble friend. : 

The Lord Chancellor then rose. He had 
been personally alluded to, he observed, by 
the noble lord who had begun this discus- 
sion.. He would assure the noble Jord, that 
he was fully sensible of the responsibility 
that attached to himself in particular. He 
had considered, and that deeply, the duty 
which was incumbent upon him at this try- 
ing crisis. He was aware, that while he 
was, on the one hand, constantly to keep in 
view what was due from him, in point of 
delicacy to his Sovereign, he ought, on the 
other, never to forget that he had a duty.to 
perform to the legislature and the public. 
He had settled in his own mind. what line of 
conduct he was to.pursue on this occasion, 
and kept. that line exactly, which, in his 
own idea, appeared to be his duty, . What 
the ,i¢eas of others might be on the same 
subject was. another question, ut, he was 


anxious that there should be no misappre-) 


hension, and therefore, declared that the 
noble Sec, of State had correctly stated the 
convalesence of his Majesty.. Delicate as 
this subject was, he would certainly not have 
mentionéd this much, if he had not been 
compelled to it. But, as be had. been com- 
pelicd to it, he would state, that at this mo- 
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ment theré was fo suspension of the royal 
functions. ae, 

Lord Carnarvon said, he had heard oft 
delicaey of entering, into any investigation oy 
such a subject. | Was this, however, a time 
to talk of delicacy, when, besides the alam 
arising from the danger which menaced y 
from without, every person was struck 
with terror, least a suspension had take 
place of the functions of the executive 


government? He, for one, did not on 


derstand such, ideas of ‘delicacy, If the 
Sovereign himself could be ‘consulted; hy 
would think it a mistaken delicaey i 

by which the country was to be left, eye 
for a moment, without a superintending 
hand. Such a delicacy would be. equal 


false to. his Majesty and to his successors, 4 | 


it would be false to the people. It Was of 
the last importance to take care that no mie 
nister should presume; even for a moment, to 
exercise the functions of royalty. Every 
step taken at such 4 period was an usurpa 
tion. Two bills of importance were at pre 
sent before Parliament, into which he ap. 
prehended it woul:: be impossible to ente 
without some evidence to satisfy Parliament 
on this head. He would ask his’ Majesty 
ministers, whether they themselves had any 
knowledge as to the actual state of his Ma 
jesty’s health?’ Whether they were: in the 
daily habit of receiving marks of his pe 

sonal confidence, and whether they had the 
usual access to his person? If these questions 
could not be answered in the affirmative, he 
must regard them merely as private indivi: 
duals, no longer exercising an official situs 
tion. It was. not enough that they shoul 
once have possessed his Majesty's confidences, 
if they were not.at this moment in the enjoy 
ment of it, Ona former occasion, when 4 
suspension of the exercise of the kingly 
funetions was apprehended, physicians wert 
examined before that House on the subject, 
and they were’ called on to act by’ similat 
evidence when any, the smallest interruption 
of the exercise of the royal functions took 
place. He had heard a great deal about t+ 
sponsibility. He knew of no such tem, 
The national security was. what they wert 


now called onto guard, nor were they:walt 


ranted to entrust so sacred a pledge to the 
responsibility of any individual, or of a 
set of men, however respectable they m 
be... A parish minister, or any subord 
character, by taking on himself the 

of state affairs, would unquestionably 


crease his own responsibility, but would ie 


public security be increased in an equal 
gree?-—-The question was again about to 
put, when ay of 
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wt rd Grenville again arose, and observed, 
tif the noble and learned lord had given 
“gnanswer to the noble lord who sat near 
fim, i would have been still more sati-tac- 
ory. The learned lord had said, that he 
‘gas anxious that there should be no misap- 
srehaension. In order to’ prevent this, it 
would be for him to say, whether he under- 
sood him right, when he considered the de- 
curation then made as corresponding with 
Ae rule laid down in the records of Parlia- 


nent, on which his band then rested: In. 


“that rule it appeared, that the patticular 
point at which the interference of Parliament 
should be considered as necessary, was, when 
bis Majesty was. in such a state as precluded 
his coming down to his Parliament, and 
transacting the business of the nation. When 
the minds of the public were filled with grief 
and alarm, at the indisposition of his Majesty 
attwo former periods, this rule had been 
adopted and written in the Parliamentary 
Records, in order to form a guide to the le- 
gslature and the ministers how they were 

-toact in the event of such a case happening 
again. What, therefore, he understood, by 
the declaration which had been made, was, 
that his Majesty was in such a state of health, 


| and possessed of ali the faculties necessary 


for the discharge of the royal fanctions, that 
he was ‘not prevented from coming down to 
Parliament, and transacting the business of 
the nation. In order, then, to prevent all 
misinderstanding, he would wish that the 
poble-and learned lord would inform him, 
whether the sense in which he understocd 
the answer which had been given was cor- 
tect. When the nation was, on two former 
Occasions, filled with sorrow, at an event si- 
ilar to the present, the noble and learned 
lord who then sat on the woolsack, had sa- 
lisfied the House, by declaring that he had 
Waited on his Majesty in person, and on his 
‘Own authority and observation declared to 
the House, that his Majesty was in a situa- 
tio capable of discharging the functions of 
fovernment. At a subsequent period, ano- 
thet noble lord, who then sat: on the wool- 
tack, had affixed his seal to a commission 
ior passing bills in that House, which was 
, oof the most important functions of go- 
Yemment; thereby makitg himself persoval- 
Wresponsible for the capability of his Ma- 
ty to discharge those very functions; and 
bis was the very act which diffused joy and 
lisfaction over the nation at that time. He 
vould, therefore, wish some explicit decla- 
faloh Were made by the learned lords whe- 
er his idea of what bad been said, in an- 
ret to his noble friend, was just? 
i te Chancellor said, that from that 
ox. I, 


ie 
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attachment and duty which he owed to his 
Majesty, no consideration should make him 
swerve so far, as to ‘make him gointo what 
he conceived an unnecessary and improper 
explanation, At the time of passing the re-, 
solution to which the noble lord pointed, the 
two Houses. of Parliament'were about to 
exercise a very uncommon act of power, to 
the due and ordinary discharge of which, the 
concurrence of his Majesty was, by the con- 
stitution of this country, essential. The best 
auswer, therefore, which he could make to 
the question put by the noble lord, so as to 
evince his conviction of the state of his Ma- 
jesty'’s health, was, that, if a similar act were 
now in agitation, acd he were called om to 
affix the seal to it, he should think himself 
guilty of a breach of his duty in so doing, 
under the, present circumstances, without 
first having an interview with his Majesty, 
and ‘requesting to.know his royal) will on the 
subject. ‘This was all he bad to say, and no 
consideration whatever should induce him 
to say any thing further on the subject at 
present.—The question was then’ put, and 
the bill ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday. 

Lord Grenville said, that the words of 
the noble lord on the woolsack, so far from 
proving satisfactory to him, convinced him of 
the necessity of some farther conversation on 
the subject, before the second reading of the 
bill on Monday. 

[Bank anp Private Papen. }—LordGren- 
ville called theattention of the House to a sub- 
ject on which he had on former occasions given 
notice of his intention to bring forward a mo- 
tion. He alluded to the enormous paper 


‘circulation of the country : en this impor- 


tant topic he should probably take the op< 
portunity which the second reading of the 
Baok of Ireland bill would afford, to deliver 
his sentiments. After expatiating generally 
upon the subject, as connected with. the 
gen¢ral defence of the country, and in other 
points of view, he observed, it was unne- 
cessary to point out the propriety of having 
every practical information upon the subject, 
In that view, he should now move for the 
production. of an Accuunt of all cash, bank 
and private paper, received in their official 
capacities, bythe receivers general of the . 
land-tax for the year ending the 5th of 
Jan. 1804. His lordship then moved ac- 
cordingly, and that the quantities of cash, 
bank and private paper, should be distincdy 
set forth, as well as the quantity received 
within certain given periods in the course of 
the year. 
Lord Hawkesbury observed, that he shou! 
be under the ‘necessity of opposing the mo- 
Ss ' 
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tion made by the noble lord’on two grounds ; 
Ist, it did not appear to him likely to pro- 
duce the information sought for.. The pro- 
duction of these papers, if ‘obtained, would 
be a very imperfect criterion of the respective 
proportion of cash, bank notes, and private 
paper now in circulation, and, therefore, the 
motion appeared inadequate to its own ptr- 
pose. At the same time, an order of this 
kind, issuing from government, would-create 
great apprehension throughout the kingdom, 
and might occasion a great run on private 
Banks.» QOn- the subject now before the 
House, namely, the Irish bank restriction bill, 
it could not be necessary. There was, in+ 
deed, another subject of which the noble 
lord. had given notice (an inquiry into the 
circulation of private paper in England), to 
which it might have some reference, but, 
before the motion could be agreed to, it 
would benecestary to consider, whether the 
inquiry to which it led, was or was not ex- 
pedient at the present juncture. Whatever 
might be its utility at any other period, his 
lordship was convinced, that at this period 
it could have no beneficial purpose ; and 
when the inquiry should be moved for, he 
had no doubt he should be prepared to meet 
the noble Jord on that subject. Such being 
his opinion, he conceived the motion either 
useless or injurious, and therefore should be 
under the necessity of opposing it. 


Lord Grenville expressed his surprise that - 


the noble Jord should so confidently pro- 
nounce on the inferences’ which he might at- 
fempt to draw from the accounts he had 
moved for; and it was the first time he had 
heard the production of papers opposed, which 
tended ‘to give information to that House, 
because his Majesty’s ministers did not draw 
thé same conclusion fram them which was 
sought «to be established by the mover. 
~ Equally astonished was he, that when the 
question was on the propriety or impropriety 


of continuing the restriction on the Bank of - 


Ireland; which necessarily involved the con- 
sideration of the comparative issue of paper 
in both countries, that his Majesty’s minis- 
ters should refuse the House a document so 
nécessary to the full and just investigation of 
the subject before them. As to the noble 
lord’s disapprobation of bringing forward the 
motion of which he had given notice pre- 
vious to the recess, that surely would have 
no tendency on the present question, His 
lordship’s arguments on the occasion seemed 
to be, ‘‘ I will not let the Housé have docu- 
ments on a point immediately. before them, 
because these documents may have: some 
bearing on an inquiry of which I disap- 
prove, and which may hereafter be moved 
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for. 
lord, his lordship said he wished to putit 


lordsbips, whether any thing would create 
so injurious an alarm, as the notion that og 
danger was so great, that the House of Lordy 
was fearful of looking it full in the face 
He, on the contrary, would seek safety in a 
“different mode of conduct. He would exy 
mine our situation in all its dependencies, 


apprehensions that the country was unequal, 
to itstrial. This direct and open modeof 
proceeding was the only one that could ip. 
spire solid confidence. Let ministers recols 
lect what might soon be our state. Sw 
ing an.invasion actually had taken place, the 
soldiers that were fo repel it must be paid 
incash, Was it therefore needless or too early 
to enter on an inquiry that would ascertaig 
what dependence we could have on tha 
fund which was to constitute the source of 
our security? If half the taxes were paid in 
cash, that would be sufficient for all neces 
sary purposes. If less than half,:and the 
rest in bank notes, then it would behove the 


Bank, and should any considerable propor 
tion be paid in private paper (and his lord- 
ship was convinced that more than half was} 
then would it seriously concern the govem 
ment of the country, to adopt some measute 
that might extend to private paper a Kind 
of common security, Ifthe taxes were i 
a gfeat proportion paid in private bills, lé 
the House consider what must become df 


fect a landing. Wherever they touch, all the 


therefore, with the utmost astonishment, 
that he heard one of his Majesty's ministet 
deprecate the inquiry which led to the com 
sideration of a remedy to an evil of such im 
portant magnitude, 
Lord Hawkesbury alleged that the noble 
lord had mistaken his meaning from begit 
ning toend. He had not spoken of any 
férence from the accounts, but only. said, thi 
they would not establish the facts required, 
and were therefore useless, For the 2d poi, 
he had only meant that thé documents being 
useful on another inquiry, the expedieng 
ef that inquiry should first be determined, 
before they were granted, as the prodweclidi 
of them might create much trouble ait 
alarm. Though the accounts might rt 
been useful on the first passing of the bil 
yet as, whatever was the original policy # 





doubt existed on the propriety of contintit 





With respect to the alarm throush. 
out the country, referred to by the noble 


fairly and directly’to the hearts of the” 


~SRO-2ESES BES eS 


and not shrink fromthe inquiry with timid - 


legislature to advert to the security ofthe 


the public income, in case the enemy eh 


property in that district must fall. It was, 


that measure, it was not intimated that a { 


Es 


is 


it, he could not think them then needful, in: 


theinvestigation of that subject. As to the 
soposed inquiry of the noble lord, he hoped 

s should convince the House, when the 
motion came forward, that his lordship’s facts 
were mistaken, and‘ his apprehensions need- 

Certain he was, that the proposed in- 
quiry would Jead to no good at this time. 
‘lord Carnarvon supported the motion, 
and strenuously followed the line. of observa- 
tion taken by Lord Grenville. 
Lotd Hobart detended his noble colleague 
godfriend, and seemed to conceive the ar- 

pt would end, upon his observing, that 
jtwas impossible to produce the accounts 
before the 2d reading of the bill on Monday, 
and that the termination of the act would 
admit of no further delay, 

Lord Grenvil/e said, the noble lord would 
have spared himself that observation had he 
looked at the title of the bill. In fact it had 
six weeks to continue. 

* The Lord Chancellor professed some 
doubt, whether the accounts. would, if pro- 
diced, ascertain the facts required. The 
| great mischief of private paper-arose, in bis 
opinion, from the pernicious practice of ficti- 
‘fous credit, and accommodation bills. The 
practice in this case was for a set of gentle- 
mento distribute themselves in different parts 
of the country : they then connected them- 
‘wives with a corresponding set of acquaint- 
#cesin London, and commenced undertak- 
ings, by drawing bills on each other. The 
_wilsof this practice were great, and never 
thould have been permitted toexist. As it 
Was established, he was aware it could not 
‘be abolished without serious evil, but. he 
thoaght it the duty of the legislature ta in- 
quire, whether the evil of its removal was not 
‘preferable to the evil of its existence? It 
Was surely too much to permit-the circula- 
tion of bills drawn for value received, on 
Persons who ‘had no effects. As*to the im- 
mediate subject, he doubted, whether, should 
the bill continue six weeks, it would be time 
ough to procure the returns from the re- 
tivers-general. He also conceived it would 
hot be in their power to make them out. 
All they received was put indiscriminately 
intoacommon mass, and was sent to Lon- 
don through the medium of private bills; 
he, therefore, could not see what purpose the 
Motion.could possibly answer. 
' Earl Spencer thought the observations made 
by his noble friend (LordGrenville) were 
Not sufficiently answered by the noble lord 
opposite him, His noble friend had ex- 
Pietsly stated, that the accounts moved for 
pit not be perfect, but that they were 
the best facts that could be obtained on the 
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subject ; and this the noble lord opposite did 
not attempt to disprove, and certainly had not 
pointed our where better could be obtained. 
His lordship thought, considering how widely 
spread and general these accounts would be, 
that they would constitute a very good cri- 
terion of, the facts: He was surprised the 
noble lord should abject fo the motion on _ 
the ground of disseminating alarm, and 
wished purposely to enter his protest against 
any such doctrine as that of with-holding in- 
formation from the. House on motives of 
that nature. He also objected to.his lord- 
ship’s argument which referred to the notice 
given’ by his noble friend. . Whatever his 
lordship might think.on that subject, when 
brought forward, it could be no ground of 
discussion now. As the motives assigned by 
the noble lord for dissenting from the mo- 
tion were, in his mind, insufficient, he, of 
course, should give it the support he thought 
it entitled to. 

Lord Hobart said, on inquiry, he under- 
stood the bill did expire the 26th iast. as he 
first mentioned, and did not subsist six weeks _ 
longer. 

The Lord Chanceellor said, he rather be- 
lieved that was the case, as months in acts 
of Parliament were reckoned by lunar, and 
not calendar months, which made the diffe- 
rence.—The question was then put, and 
negatived without a division.--Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
Thursday, March 1. 

The adjourned ballot for a committee to 
try the merils of a petition, complaining of 
an undue election for Coventry, stood for 
this day, but there being only 83 members 
present at foar o'clock, an adjournment of 
course took place till to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Friday, March 2. 

The bill for prohibiting the exportation 
of seed corn for a limited time, was read a 
second time, and committed for Monday 
next. —The several private bills before theit 
lordships were passed in their respective 
stages. — Lord Viscount Carleton and the 
Earl of Macclestield presented two petitions, 
which were ordered to be laid on the table. 
—Several witnesses were sworn to give evi- 
dence on certain private bills in progress 
through the House, and the oaths of alle- 
giance were taken by an alien, Daniel Boi- 
leau, previous to the 2d reading of his na- 
turalization bill.—The bill was afterwards 
réad a second time, and ordered to be re- 
ferred to the consideration of a private com- 
mittee, Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, March 2. re 
. [Minures:]—The Speaker having taken 
the chair, the House proceeded to ballot fora 
committee to consider the merits of the Co- 
ventry petition, complaining of an .undue 
election, when the following members were 
chosen: SirJ.C Eippieley, Bart. ;C. Adams, 
» Esq.; R, Dawson, Exq.; Vise. Fitzharris 5 
Sir’ G. Heathcote, Bart. ; Sir E. Hartopp, 
Bart. ; Lord Porchester ; Hon. W. Stewart ; 
W. Moffatt, Esq.; M. Wood, Esq.; W. 
Northey, Esq.; J. Buller, Esq ; Sir R. 
Barclay, Bart. — Nominees, W.-Praed ;.P. 
Francis, Esqgs. Who being duly sworn, pro- 
ceeded forthwith to their committee-room. 


—Ordered on the motion of Sir G, Cornwall, | 


that the minutes of the proceedings before 
the Aylesbury committee be printed. —Mr. 
W. Dundas obtained leave to bring in a bill 
for the better paving, cleansing, and light- 
ing the city of Edinburgh. — Read a se¢ond 
time and committed, the East-[ndia Dock 
Bill, and the Scotch Bankrupt Law Bill.— 

- Sir John William Anderson, obtained Jeave 
to bring in a bill for the better Assessment 
and Collection of the Poor Rates in the pa- 
rish of Stratford-le-Bow. 

{Intsa Sanarizs at PAR-]—Lord Arcbi- 
Bald Hamilton rose, and observed, that he did. 
expect, in consequence of what had fallen in 
the cdurse of discussion, a few nights since 
that some account would have been laid be- 
fore the House, respecting the remittances 


of salaries to the officers belonging to the’ 


Irish government resident in England at 
ar, notwithstanding the great differences of 
exchange which have, since the union, con- 
tinued to increase as against Ireland. Not 
seeing, however, any disposition to produce 
such an account, he felt it his duty to move, 
«« That there be laid before the House, au 
account of the remittances made from the 
Irish government to their officers, resident 
in this country, since the union, and paid to 
them at par, with the dates of such remit- 
tances and payment, and copies of the or- 
ders for such remittances.” 
“Mr. Corry said, if the noble lord had not 
‘ moved for the account now stated, he would 
himself have felt it his duty to have made 
the motion. On the matter having been 
mentioned by the noble lord a few, nights 
since, no person could be more solicitous 
than he was to have it fully explained ; and, 
indeed, he had already framed-a motion on 
the subject, which he meant to have made, 
had his intention not been anticipated by 
the noble lord. If the noble lord wished to 
‘have, in minute detail, the precise sums 


| 
| 





~ each regiment, but the gross,amount. ~ 











' 










paid to every minor officer of the Tiida 



































Th 
vernment resident here, with the several, the 1 
dates of payment attached, ‘he had noob HP theq 
jection. to lay it before the House; but, po. HP of bil 
sibly, it might answer the noble lord's: pur. his ct 
pose as well, to have the total sums remitte objec 
at each period, as paid at par. The motion HP edto 
which he had framed, and which he would # moti 
have cheerfully submitted to the noble lord, Hed as 
hid he asked him in private, would have potic 
gone much further than the noble lord’s me. Hy Ba 
tion, for it would have required, in addition, HP moti 
the existing rate of exchange on the dateof BH of 1 
each remittance, and the exceeding above HB fext. 
par on each, which would ascertain at once fh 
the precise object of the noble lord, and say 9 = 1 
gentlemen the trouble of a tedious calcula I had 
tion. If the noble lord had no objection i # his” 
adopt this motion, instead of the one hehal a a 
proposed, he was welcome to accept it, “yntor 
Lord drehibald Hamilton thanked the & tant 
right hon. gent., and could’have no objec @ and 
tion to adopt that shape he had given tothe # hen 
motion; bat observed, that it omitteda J whe 
principal point which he wished to leam, tate 
iamely, the orders by which such remittance JJ Dub 
were made. #f oper: 
Mr. Corry declared himself willing toa nary 
cede, adding, that no such order was made, #% trus! 
except by the Treasury of Ireland, or the imp 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, by whom the 3 subj 
payments to minor officers here were made Ho 
in checks on the Bank. ness 
Lord Folkestone anderstood, that payment lida 
were made to officers resident in Freland at bore 
par, and, therefore, he wished to add, byway fem 
of amendment to the motiou, the words, “ia try 
or’, before'the words, ‘from Irelands opp 
Agreed to. Upon which the motion passed J bet 
in thissshape, and the account was acconh # oth 
ingly ordered. ° ; tant 
Murirary Orricers’ Income Tax.Je @ wet 
Earl Temple rose, in consequence of whatht @ Th 
had mentioned on a former night, respece the 
ing the assessment of income tax upon the con 
oihcers of certain. regiments in the distfict sub 
where he resided, in a mode, which, it seem 9% pat 
ed, had the sanction of bis Majesty's Attor to! 
ney-General ; aod he meant now to give ne # up 
tice of his intention to bring forward, ata em 
future day, a motion, in some shape, from Cav 
the discussion of which he should hope gat 
induce the House to exempt ‘subaltem off lary 
cers from that tax altogether; but which # up 
motion he should precede by another, for be 
anAccount of the amount of the sums levi dau 
under ‘the income tax bill, upon officers Th 
the army and militia, up to the 5th of Nob th 
so far as the same could be made up. Ht i 





did not mean to be particular in speciiog 
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ae Chancellor of the Excheguer said, if 
the noble Jord had only thought fit to ask 


the qaestion across the House, or in private » 


of him, there could be no objection to satisfy 
hisevriosity ; but since he had avowed his 
object, and the purpose to which. he intend- 
ed to apply the information, he thought the 
motion of too mach importance to be grant- 
edas a motion of course, without previous 
notice. 
‘sBarl Temple said, he did not intrude the 
‘motion now ; he only meant to give notice 
of bringing it forward on Wednesday 
fext. 
{Iniss Excuance ano Currency.] 
— Mr. Foster rose, and said, that he 
had given notice a few days ago of 
his intention to bring forward, this day, 
4 motion for a Committee, to inquire 
‘nto the causes of the present exorbi- 
tant statefof the exchange between Ireland 
and this country, as against the former, and 
he now meant to perform his promise; and 
when the House should consider that the 
tate of exchange at this moment, between 
Dublin and London, was no less than 18! 
percent. being 10 per cent. above the ordi- 
nary rate, which is 8 1-3d per centum, he 
trusted it was a circumstance sufliciently 
important to induce the House to take the 
fubject into its matare consideration. The 
House- would have, he was sure, the good- 
ness to reflect, that Ireland was now conso- 
lidated with England, in all respects, and 
¢ her quota in the public burthens of the 
empire ; yet her intercourse with this coun- 
try stood charged with this most severe and 
oppressive burthen, while the intercourse 
between the capital and Scotland, and all 
other parts of the kingdom much: more dis- 
tant from the imperial capital than Dublin, 
were charged with no‘such imposts at all. 
The burthen was not merely confined to 
the commercial intercourse between the 
countries, but extended itself to the Irish 
stibject, who came here either to attend his 
Patliamentary duty, or in search of justice 
to the dernier resort—a grievance attaching 
- Upon no other subject from any part of the 
empire. The evil must flow from some 
tases which pressingly called for investi- 
gation. He did not mean now to go at 
litge into the subject, but merely to touch 
upon the general topics to which the evil had 
been attributed. Amongst others, the ba- 


lance of trade ‘had been a cause assigned. - 


That, he would admit, was certainly one of 
‘the obvious causes ; for, during a space of 
twenty years previous to 1800, the balance 
of exports, between Ireland and this coun- 
HY, Was, upon an ayerage,. in fayour of the 
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former, by above a million a year. Ia 
that year, a considerable change took place, 
by which the balance changed two millions 
against Ireland. In.the next year it wae 


' 1,600,0001.; ia the next above a million; and 


has so continued, and is likely still to con- 
tinue increasing every year.—Another of the 
causes, aud a still more prominent one, 
which he had taken the liberty of stating 
a few nights siuce, was the annual remit- 
tances to this country of 1,300,COOl. to pay 
the interests of loans, borrowed in this 
country, for the use of the Irish government; 
and the remittances of rent to Irish absentee 
landlords, which by many had been confi- 
dently stated at three millions, but which, 
he believed, would be more correctly estimated 
at two millions. The only account to ba- 
lance this, was the remittanceof two millions 
annually, to defray the expenses of governe 
ment in Lreland, which left a balance against 
that country of 1,300.0001. In an ar- 
rangement upon this head, it- would be 
of ‘importance to know well the value of 
ballion in exchange between any two na- 
tions, because this must. always materially 
affect the rate of exchange between them. 
Now in [reland, at. this moment, and for 
a considerable time past, tHe price of gui- 
neas, in exchange for their current value in 
paper, is 2s. 4d. to 2s. Gd. per guinea, 
which was actually paid by some gentlemen 
of his acquaintance, for remittance to this 
country. Such a state of tlhe difference be- 
tween bank paper and bullion, im the capital 
of Ireland, was a lamentable instance of the 
ditference of exchange, and urgently pointed 
to tl: necessity of investigation, in order,, 
if pos::ble, to devise some remedy. Various 
causes had been assigned for the evil, but 
they were all reduceable toone, namely, the 
restriction upon the payment in specie by 
the Bank. Add to this, an effect which 
arose out of it ; namely, the demand for 
guineas by the manufacturers of the north, 
which obliged their employers to obtain 
guineas for them at any rate, and thus raised 
the price of them 10 per cent. Another 
cause stated by an hon, gent. the other night 
(Sir John Newport), was the prevalent dis- 
position to hoarding of guineas, in the three 
other provinces, which, he was very ready 
to admit, operated in no inconsiderable de- 
gree to the disappearance of gold. But, 
whatever were the causes altogether, the 
lamentable result was, that the whole bank 
paper of the country stood this moment at a 
depreciation of 10 per cent. Whether paper 
was Of was not depreciated in value, was 
very easy to be ascertained. When paper 
was conyertible inty gold of equal value, it 
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was not depreciated, but now when it was 
necessary to give more than 2s. 4d. premiam 
for a guinea, it was obvious that the paper 
was at a depreciation of 10 per cent.. And 
he begged the House, to consider ‘what must 
be the situation of a country whose paper 
was at such a depreciation !~There was an- 
other cause to which the evil by some was 
imputed, namely, the excessive issue of 
paper from the Bank. Whether this was 
- the cause he would not: determine, but he 
had no doubt but that there was an over- 
issue, seeing, it was well known, that, at 
the time it was thought necessary to restrain 
the cash issues-of the Bank of Ireland, the 
amount of their paper extant was only 
600,0001. and that the sum of their paper 
extant, by their last returns, was 2;600,000l., 
of which one million was in notes under 5). 
There was every probability that this quan- 
tity must continue to increase, as it was 
well known, that the paper of the Bank of 
Ireland was the stock upon which all the 
private banks in the kingdom traded; and, 
in proportion to the quantity of the national 
bank paper the private banker was able to 
_get into his possession, he was enabled to 
issue his own paper (which he was bound to 


pay in national bank paper), to a mach more ° 


considerable amount ; according to the prin- 
ciple of banking stated by some writers, in 
the ratio of three pounds for one, so that the 
greater the number of private bankers, and 
the.more they increase their trade, the 
- greater becomes the source of issue for bank 
paper, and for the increase of any evil of 
which it may be the cause.—Another cause 
that might operate, was the supposed inse- 
curity of the country. He was not inclined, 
however, to think that the state of the coun- 
try had much effect in producing this very 
unfavourable state of exchange. No man, 
he said, ever presumed to call in question 
ihe undoubted validity of the national bank 
of Ireland; therefore, no inconvenience was 
ultimately to be apprehended from any por- 
tion of the paper which it would think fit 
to issue. Of the excessive issue of bank pa- 
per, there were few who entertained a 
‘ doubt ; and that ‘this might be a very pro- 
minent cause of the evil complained of, was 
not problematical. — Now, with respect to 
the remedy, he should think there was one 
simple one, which, if it could, under the 
wisdom of the legislatare, be accomplished, 
would prove at once most effectual. It was 
the establishment of one common circulating 
medium through both countries. —There was 
another point which had not yet been touched 
on by any person in the course of those dis- 


cussions which had already taken place on - 
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this subject, and to which he now 
leave to call the attention of the House, jy 
the commercial intercourse between thig 
country and Scotland, and almost every other 
branch of the empire, save Treland, then 
were two species of circulating medign 
equally current; namely, gold, and the Bank 
of Engiand notes." When the, issues of gold 
were’ restricied, the currency Of the note 
continued, with little or no inconvenience tg 
the commerce, between the countries., But, 
between Ireland and this country, thete wa 
but one current circulating medium—Gold; 
and the moment that was restrained, the me. 
dium was taken away; for, in Treland, the 
notes of the Bank of England did not currently 
run; so that Ireland, to make her remit 
tances an adequate substitute for gold, deals 
at a certain loss upon her commerce of 1p 
per cent.—There was another point too, 
which was highly desirable to be accom 
plished, though it might have‘little or no efs- 
fect upon the rates of exchange, namely, an 
equalization of the currency in both coups 
tries:—There was also, another considers 
tion materially necessary for the attention of 
Parliament, in looking to the future situation 
of Ireland, and providing, in time, a remedy 
for a mischief, which must, otherwise, beat. 
tended with disastrous consequences to the 
credit of that country.’ There is at present 
a balance against Ireland in favour of this 
country, of “1,300,0001. per annam, being 
the remittances to pay the English holders 
of Irish stock for loans, borrowed for the 
use of governmént in Ireland, This wasa 
burthen of itself alone more than the trade 
of Ireland was able to bear. While the pres 
sent system should continue to go on, and 
the. sums borrowed so greatly exceeded the 
annual interest paid, it might not be so pak 
pcbly felt in that country; but, whenever 
the day should come for establishing a sure 
system of finance to raise the necessary sup. 
plies by taxes within the year, it would not 
fail to be severely felt; and, therefore, pri- 
dence should dictate the necessity of provie 
ding a remedy in time, by endeavouring to 
do away, under some permanent system, the 
enormous difference of exchange, which had 
been increasing every year since the. esta- 
blishment of the union.—He had men 
tioned, on a former night, the wretched state 
to which the current coin of Ireland had 
been reduced. There was scarcely ay 
thing in the shape of money to be seen, but 


a-miserable coinage of adulterated 


and of counterfeit shillings, so bad, that for 
a pound Bank note, even at its depreciated 
value, 26 or 27 of such shillings would be 
given in exchange.—-Not wishing at preset 
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detain the House longer, he trusted he 
j stated enough to shew the necessity for 


- javestigation ; and he trusted that the House, 
“jg its collective wisdom, would be able to 


ise some effectual remedy for the evils of 
ghich the complaints were so just and gene- 
rl. — Mr. Foster concluded by ‘moving, 


‘That a Committee be appointed to in- 


quire into the causes of the present high rate 
@fexchange between Great Britain and Ire- 
jnd, and the state of the currency in the 
igter kingdom; and ‘to report the same to 
the House.” 

Mr. Brogden rose, not to oppose the mo- 
fon of the right hon. gent., to which he 
had no objection, bat to state shortly his own 
opinion, that the true causes of the evil com- 
plained against, were not those stated by the 
tight hon. gent., but consisted radically in 
the disturbed state of Iréland, which oper- 


4ied todepress the ‘exports of Ireland in so 


material’a degree-for the last few years, as to 


‘qeate a considerable balance of trade against’ 


her. This, of course, rendéred the number 
of merchants in Dublin, who could draw 
yon London, much fewer; and those of 
London; who could draw on Dublin, mach 
more numerous in proportion; and the na- 
tural consequence of a paucity or redundance 
ofsuch bills at market, raised or depressed 
theraté of exchange. 

Mr. George Ponsonby said, that as the hon. 


"geat. had not expressed any intention of op- 


posing the motion, it was not, perhaps, ne- 

ary to make any observation-upon what 
be had said, but he'thought the hon. gent. 
might as well have reserved his cbservations 
til the Committee went into the inquiry 
Which was proposed. What had been said 
about exchange might be perfectly true, 
when the exchange between the two coun- 
thes was real; but it was well known, that 
thete was a nominal as well as a real ex- 
thange, and that ought always to be borne 
in mind when this subject was discussed. 
The subject he was convinced was deserving 
ofconsideration.— With regard to the dis- 
tress that prevailed in Ireland on account of 
the state of the circulation, he was sure no 
tai who had not been in that country could 
form a just conception of it from any de-' 
Mtiption, however accurate. There was not 
fo be found in the country parts of Ireland, 
except in the North, any description of coin 


| Whatsosver, except soaie very bad copper ; 


tilver‘ot gold there were none. But as some- 
thing must be used for circulation, there 
Wete many persons who, without any capital 
Whatsoever, set up a kind of banking shops, 
thd issued notes of Gd., of 1s., and a note fer 


4, 0d, was considered as a yery large one! 
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The. difficulties and ineonvenience which 
this occasioned to the higher classes of so- 
ciety were very great indeed, but infinitely 
more so to the lower classes. In the course 
of his professional experience in the Courts 
of Justice, he had witnessed the trials of 
many of those bankers who had become 
bankrupts, arid the lamentable consequences 
to those who had become sufferers by their 
insolvency.— He had himself paid, last Sa- 
turday at Dublin, 2s. 4d. each for guineas, to 
bear his expenses hither on his parliamentary 
duty, and if he had chosen English bank 
notes he must have paid a still higher pre- 
mium in proportion.—To an inquiry so rea- 


| sonable as that proposed by' the right hon, 


gent. who made the motion, he did notex- 
pect to hear any preliminary objectiors, such 
as those made by the hon, member: who 
spoke last: he thought that any such objec- 
tions would come much more orderly in the 
Committee, which he did not seem inclined 
to oppose. Whether in that Committee a 
competent remedy could be suggested, was 
another matter; but, surely, the inquiry 
ought to be made, by which the House would 
manifest its attention to the grievance, and 
its wish to redress, if redress should appear 
practicable ; and so far the anxiety of the 
public mind would be consoled upon the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. Corry said, he. rose by no means to 
offer the smallest opposition to the motion 
of the right hen. gent.; a motion, the prin- 
ciple of which had already been acceded to 
by some of his friends round him. He did 
not, however, wisn'to be understood as 
meaning to express any conviction that it 
would produce any practical benefit, which 
would remedy the evil which was complain- 
ed of. If the inquiry should be productive 
of any beneficial consequences, it would give 
him the most sincere satisfaction,-and even 
if it should fail of the desired end, it might 
have this effect, that it would prove to the 


| public the truth of the opinion which had 


been delivered by the best informed men 
upon this subject, viz. that for the evil of 
exchange there was no remedy in.the power 
of Parliament. It would set the public mind 
at rest upon the subject, and the House 
would have discharged its duty with atten- 
tion and with ‘due regard to the interest of 
the people of Ireland. Every body would 
be satisfied with the degree of alleviation, if 
not of remedy, which this might produce,’ or 
they would be convinced, afier full inquiry, 
that it was not possible to do any thing upon 
the subject.—With regard to the circulation 
of Ireland, the House would bear in recol- 


| tection, that this subject had not escaped the 


‘ 
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attention of ministers. It had been repeat- 
‘edly adverted to in the last session, and in 
the session before. In the last session an 
act was passed to. prohibit the circulation of 
what was called silver notes in Ireland, from 
the tst of Jan. 1804, The propriety of shat 
actwas at that time doubted, and as many 
Irish members were prevented from attend- 
. ing Parliament by. their military duties, an 
* act was passed at the commencement of this 
session to suspend the operation of that act 
for six months; so (hat it appeared that fhe 
statement of the right hon. gent. though 
true, had not escaped the attention of his 
Majesty's ministers.—With regard to the 
state of exchange between Great Britain and 
Treland, when it appeared that the balance 
ef exchange was in favour of Ireland in 
those parts of that country where gold was 
in circulation, and that it was against Dub- 
lin, where there was only paper in circula- 
tion, the quantity of paper issued must be 
looked upon as one of the causes of the de- 
preciation of paper. But besides this, there 
was, he was convinced, a very considerable 
degree of management in the subject of ex- 
change. When the treasury of Ireland ceas- 
ed to draw upon this country for the amount 
of the loan, it was observable that the ex- 
change rose considerably in four or five days. 
There were violent fluctuations of 2, 3, and 
even 4 per cent. He had, therefore, no 
doubt, but that a very considerable degree of 
management was used in creating these vio- 
lent fluctuations of exchange, which were so 
advantageous to individuals.—.With regard 
to what had been said on the subject of re. 
mittances, there was one species of _remit- 
tance to Ireland. which had not been alluded 
to. The loan remitted from this country to 
Ireland certainly affected the immediate ba- 
Jance ; but the fact was, that the expenditure 
in Ireland was greater than its contribution 
to the joint expenditure of the United King- 
dom.; The consequence of that was, that 
very considerable sums were remitted to that 
country, and that was one reason why Ire- 
land bad been better able to go on than she 
otherwise would have done.—There was 
one subject adverted to by the right hon. 
ent. who had made the motion, upon 
which he covld by no means agree with him. 
The right hon. gent, in stating the balance 
of trade to be against Ireland, had argued 
entirely upon what was called the official 
value, but it was perfectly well known that 
the official value was.very considerably be- 
low the real value. It was certainly true, 
that if gentlemen were guided by the official 
value of the exports, the balance of trade 
would appear to be against Ireland, whereas, 
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if they looked to the real value of the ang 
exported, which certainly was the only im 
way of knowing whether the balan 


for or against a country, the balance wou A 


appear to be in favour of Ireland, To ify 
trate this point, he would mention, one » 
two instances. It was perfectly well know 
that the second great article of export from 
Ireland was provisions. The barrel of 
exported from Ireland was valued in the of 
ficial books at 16s. per cwt. whereas, in fact 
the real value, that is to say, the real a 
at which it was exported was 25, 30, and 
even 40s..per cwt. In estimating the amouy 
of the exports of a country, it was necessay 
to look to the real value, because that ‘was 
the amqunt of the money that came into the 
country as the price of the article. With 
regard to pork, which. was perfectly wel 
known to be another great article of export 
from Ireland, the official value was 19s, per 
cwt., whereas the real price at which it wy 
exported was 30, 33, and even sonieting 
up to 65s. per cwt. Butter, which wasano 
ther great article of export, was stated ao 
cording to official value at 42s. per ewt, 
whereas, in point of fact, it was exportedgt 
70, 80, and even 105 per cwt. It wa, 
therefore, a very unfair means of ascertaining 
the trade of a country to look merely to of 
ficial value. It was true, that the real yalbe 
of the imports was greater than the official 
value, but not in so great a degree as inthe 
exports. ‘Iherefore Ireland .was by to 
means in the desperate situation which had’ 
been represented by some gentlemen, How 
ever, as he had stated before, be should not 
oppose the motion, and it would give bim 
the most lively satisfaction if it produced any 
beneficial effects. a 
Mr. Foster said, that the observations which 
the right hom. gent, had made as to thedit 
ference between the real and the official value, 
of the exports did not apply, because, in the 
calculation .he had made, he had taken the 
official value both of imports and exports. 
He knew very well that there was a great 
difference between real and official value 
because the cattle that were exported from 
Ireland to England, were valued in Ireland 
at 12]. a head, but when they came to 
land their official value was fixed at 61, 9 
that it might be supposed they lost one hilf 
of their value by sea-sickness on their pa 
sage ! 
Mr. Corry said, he had before stated, that 
although there was a difference between the 
real and official value of imports, it was bj 
no means so great as the difference betweet 
the real and the official value of the export 
Lord Henry Petty rose only to say a 
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‘Yeen brought forward and met by the right 
“hon. gent. opposite. * He could not omit this 
‘opportunity of adverting to an evil which 
was admitted on all hands to exist, and 
which passing under the eye of his Majesty's 
ministers in Ireland, might be the more ef- 
fectually remedied. He alluded to the ex- 
cessive issue of country Bank paper. He 
hould himself be the last to recommend any 
“yigorous measures to restrain the operations 
of the private bankers, but he could not be 
persuaded of the propriety of forcing their 
per into circulation. He understood that 
the military forces in Ireland were paid alto- 
“ether in the paper of the country banks, 


“ghd that an improper, he had almost said 


acerrupt connexion, existed between the 
agents employed in paying the military and 
yeomanry, and the bankers. As soon as 
these agents received their remittances, they 
lodged them in the country bank, taking 
their paper in exchange for paying the forces, 
and the noble lord agreed that the Bank of 
Ireland paper became thus'an additional ca- 
pital to the country banker. 
state of the country, he looked upon inves- 
tigation, to the end of devising some reme- 
dy, asabsolutely indispensible. Unhappy, in- 
deed, must that situation of a country be, 
Which affords to the fraudulent an opportu- 
nity of deluding the unwary, and to the 
strong the means of oppressing the weak. — 
He had but .one observation more to make. 
Though no objection had been made by the 
tight hon. gent. (Mr.Corry), he had thrown 


Out, that little was to be expected from the 


enquiry. If ever there was a subject which 
deserved the serious and effectual interference 
of the Legislature, it was the present. The 
evil was universally admitted. Though re- 
medies had been mentioned out of doors, 
there however existed a difference of opi- 
hion with respect to them, and the noble 
lord thought thatthe best mode of coming 
to some agreement, with respect to the re- 
Medy of an evil universally allowed to exist, 
Was to appoint the committee, and institute 
a open inquiry which would lead to a dis- 
Covery of the best means of redress, 

_ Lord Castlereagh said, that no person 
Could regret more than he did the unfortu- 
hate state of exchange in Ireland, and the 
depreciation of its paper currency. He was 


lad, therefore, that such a motion had been - 


brought forward, bat did not know that any 


Measiire could be applied with effect to the 
il that was on all sides admitted, He-could 


- Rot, help thinking, however, that we were 


“Mplto attach micre evil to the circulation of 
, 
Vou. 1 


In such a’ 
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paper than it really would admit; and that 
the issues, however excessive they might 
be supposed, could not, without other causes, 
account for the present state of exchange. 
The great disparity between gold and silvet 
was certainly allowed; but the difficulty 
was to preserve the gold in circulation where. 
every person was so eager to hoard it. The 
state of the two countries was extremely 
different. In this country no person would 
lose a bargain by insisting on payment in 
gold; but in Ireland, in many parts of it 
at least, there was no baying withodt gold. 
He would willingly second’ any measure that 
could promise a rational hope of producing. 
greater confidence in the paper circulation, 
which was so necessary to the interests of 
the country. 

Mr Dick was of opinion, that not only 
those discussions that wefe instituted in this 
House, but the speculations that were cir- 
culated through every part of the country, 
Were extremely disadvantageous, and had a 
tendency to augment the evil they meant to 
remedy. There seemed to him to be a kind 
of prejudice entertained against ihe Bank of 
Ireland, which he was sure -was very ill- 
founded. The directors of the Bank of 
Ireland had been attacked both in and out of 
that House :he had seen a pamphlet, written, 
by a noble lord (King), not a member of 
that House, which contained a most violent, 
unwarrantable, and unsuccessful attack upon 
that most respectable body of men, and the 
ground of attack was the great issue of paper. 
He did not wish to occupy the attention of 
the House; but he was anxious to offer an 
observation that had occurred to him in re- 
gard to the subject now in discussion. To 
the Bank of Ircland no particular circumstan- 
ces had occurred since the year 1797 that 
could affect their interests, but the restriction 
of their issues in specie. Since that restric- 
tion had taken place, however, some circu- 
lating medium became absolutely necessary, 
and the effects of this new circulating me- 
dium were various. Since that event, in 
particujar, they had itcreased their capital 
to a very great degree. The situation of the 
country was such, the hon. gent. thought, 
that nothing but the restoration of tranquil- 
lity, and the gallantry of this country ‘toward 
Ireland in money transactions, could effec- 
tually remedy those evils that were com- 
plained of. “ . 

Sir John Newfort was of opinion also, 
that nothing could be more unfavourable to 
the state of exchange that was so. fitch 
complained of, than the discussions that took 
place in the House, which hid a tendency to 
excite hopes that could not be realized 
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to expose grievances that did not admit of 
redress. The low rate of exchange, so un- 
favourable to Ireland, though owing much, 
he thought, to the present insecurity of that 
country, or, which was equally the same, 
to what might be thought its ‘present inse- 
curity, would be found to arise also from a 
number of other causes. To' remedy those 
evils, however, he did not think it in the 
ower of the legislative authority, and in 
Many instances incompetent with the legal 
exercise of that authority. If the state of 
‘exchange’ between this country and Ham- 
burg, or any other country in similar cir- 
cumstances, was deemed an improper sub- 
ject of legislative interference, he could see 
no reason why the interference of the legis- 
lature became necessary in regard to Ireland, 
or what good effects that interference could 
produce. The course of exchange in every 
country must necessarily depend on its trade. 
Tt must depend on the comparative state of 
its exports and imports, which, so far as was 
consistent with the fair exercise of trade, 
was by no means an immediate object of le- 
gislation. The course of exchange was not 
only now unfavourable to Ireland, but had 
been so for several years past. It was diffi- 
cult to say if it was in the power of legisla- 
tion to apply any remedy. without removing 
the original causes ; the most important of 
which it was certainly not in the power of 
Jegislation to remove. , Of these the absentee 
rents he regarded as none of the least impor- 
tant, and this cause of depression in the rate 
of Irish exchange, he conceived to be not 
greater at present than in the year 180}.— 
Another cause of this depression also he con- 
ceived to be the present state of Ireland, as it 
stood in regard to.the threatened invasion, 
and the necessary glefence against the projects 
of a foreign enemy, as well as its own inter- 
nal commotions, In this state of the coun- 
try, while the men were employed in its 
defence, they often thought it prudent 
to place their wives and children in a place 
of. security, and to convey what move- 
able wealth they could command in the same 
manner, or apply it in some other country to 
' the support of their family. But when the 
people of Ireland came to have the same con- 
fidence in their money transactions, and in 
the stability of their circulating medium, as 
Scotland and the North of England possessed, 
the circumstances that were so unfavourable 
to the exchange of that country would, in a 
great measure, be diminished.—To all the 
. other causes. he had mentioned, that want 
of confidence in their paper money was no 
inconsiderable addition, and this want of 
confidence, the hon. baronet contendéd, was 
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not a new. or recent circumstance, 
people of the north of Ireland, even jj 
times of peace, have been long in the hab. 
of carrying on no trade bot through the me. 


.diom of specie. They have been long jg 


the habit of rejecting paper, and their anj. 
cles being generally necessary, it has become 
customary ‘not to tender it. This prejadicg 
in the north of Ireland might be owing ty 
their foreign connexions, or to their ‘mor 
immediate relations with Scotland and Eng. 
land, but must have a tendency to drain the 
specié from the other parts of Ireland, and 
to diminish the respectability, and, therefore, 
the value of the paper currency. The people 
in the north receive nothing but gold; 4 
their articles are necessary they must haveif, 
and by thus drawing the current specie to 
one part of the kingdom must injure the 
rest. The hon, baronet was anxious that 
nothing violent should le adopted, that 
the measures adopted on the subject otght 
rather to have a tendency to assist the natu. 
ral course of things and to remove obstrue. 
tions, than to give any new or unnatural dis 
rection to existing circumstances.—The hon, 
baronet concluded by expressing his hopes 
that the commitiee moved for would take up 
the question in its proper light, and would. 
not dissolve themselves till they had placed 
the Bank of IreJand in such a situation, as fo 
enable them to have some control over the 
private banks, and to check, in some mea- 
sure, the issue of paper by every private pets 
son who chose to start up and call himself a 
banker, without any other qualification or 
security but the power of adding to the 
paper currency. of the country. Every per. 
son making such pretensions should be com» 
pelled to*justify by something more substan- 
tial than appearances, the confidence they 
claim. 
Lord Archibald Hamilton found himelt 
compelled to state, in justice to the noble 
author of the pamphlet alluded to, that, pre- 
vious to the restriction on the Bank of ire 
land, their paper issues had not amounted 
to more than 600,000l., whereas since that 
period he understood their issues of that des 
cription were 2,700,000I., which had given 
an increased dividend of 6§. He farther 
understood, his lordship stated, that they 
had given a bonus of 5 per cent, at the vely 
time too when the rate of exchange was 0 
per cent, to their disadvantage. It was ndt 
merely the present moment-that was to be 
regarded with alarm. But what, on the pre 
sent system, attended with so many growilg 
evils, must the prospect in future be? # 
had recurred only to the periods subsequent” 
to the restriction. He did not mean tom 





ai 


hat the evil was greater than it had been at 
previous periods; but he meant to say, 

tit was a growing evil, and ought to be 
i subject of serious inquiry. He acqui- 
d, therefore, with the hon. baronet op- 
site (Sir J. Newport), in deploring the 
vil, as every person must do, and in ex- 
ing an anxiety to be able to congratu- 

- Tate the House and the country, on the re- 


ay of that confidence in the money | 


transactions of Ireland which was so ne- 
, bessary to its interests. 


“Mr. Alexander said, he hoped the House | 
would go into the proposed inquiry. He | 
wished that there was a uniform medium of | 


diculation in both countries, whether it was | 
‘of gold or of paper. He contended, 
there was no ground for any charge upon 
the Bank of Ireland, the directors of which 
geted from the best motives; and if there 
was any inconvenience, it arose from the 
issue of their paper being too small instead 
of being too large. The fact was, that the 
issue of their paper had been intercepted by 
an extraordinary degree of agency on the 
oar of the private banks, 


Mr. Fox could not pass unnoticed, an | 


idea that had been suggested in_regard to 
the pamphlet of his noble friend (Lord King). 
Tthad been said, that discussion on this sub- 
ject had an unfavourable tendency, and that 
on this principle the pamphlet in question 
had a tendency rather to increase than to 
‘Temedy the evil. But, he maintained, that 
nothing could be more favourable on any 
subject than an examination of facts so far 
ait is possible to examine them. This the 
pamphlet of the noble lord certainly did, 
and the very circumstance which had been 
~advanced'as an aggravation of.the mischief 
it was calculated to produce, was the very 
‘best proof of its merit, he meant the influ- 
ence and circulation it had obtained. At 
his time of life, what influencé could that 
Doble lord possess, but such only as was de- 
tived from argument, and that conviction 
Which was the necessary accompaniment of 
troth. And would any man say, that to 
‘adduce facts to the public on a subject that 
tailed for investigation, and of which the 
tvils were felt, and to accompany thdse facts 
‘with a conviction that those evils were ca- 
Pable of redress, was a measure that could on 
Any occasion, or on any subject, be impro- 

tr? Nothing, he was sure, would give 
Bani friend more pleasure than to have 
his opinions closely investigated. The House 
ight, he thought, by all means to go into 
committee on the subject in question. 
dhe more such subjects were discussed so 
Much the better. He had no idea of that 
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that | 
| fered in regard to the state of exchange 
between this country and Hamburgh, which 
| was precisely the instance which the hon. 
baronet had said would, in his opinion, be 
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security or confidence in any set of princi- 
ples, or in any measures, that were the re- 
sult only of silence, and that must fall to 
the ground the moment such principles are , 
discussed or examined. He denied that the 
legislature could not interfere with advantage 
in regard to the rate of exchange between 
other countries and this. An hor. baronet had 
proposed, as an argument against legislative 
interference in the instance now before the 
House, that it would be equally improper, and 
attended with no’greater advantage to inter 
feré in the case of Ireland than in the case 
of Hamburgh, or any other country less con- 
nected with the empire than Ireland. But 
he would remind the hon. baronet, that! 
about 32 years ago the. legislature had inter~ 


equally fruitless or improper as our inter- 
ference with Ireland. Yet in 1772, when 
the exchange between this country and 
Hamburgh was unfavourable to this country, 
and the coin of this country was so debased 
that it was received at inferior value at 
Hamburgh, the legislature thought propeg 
to interfere, and give the coin of this coun? 
try a nominal value equal to that of Hame 
burgh, which,’ so far from being attended ~ 
with any disadvantage, had the desired 
effect.—In respect to the currency of Ire- 
land, it was not the guinea that was raised, 
but the paper that was depreciated. It was 
not the guinea that was worth 2s. more, but 
the paper that was regarded.as so-much less, 
The great object, therefore, ought to be, 
to adopt some effectual measure to support 
the paper currency of Ireland, and for this 
purpose to find out the cause of its deprecia- 
tion. The country, be believed, was exceed= 
ingly obliged to the right hon. gent. whe 
proposed the question. . He thought the 
House and the country were indebted to the 
right. hon. gent. who had brought forward 
the motion, and concluded by hoping, that 
the pamphlet alluded to might be taken. 
into the committee, and the arguments of his 
noble friend refuted or established 

Mr. Dick rose to declare, that he did not 
mean to cast any reflection on the noble lord 
to whom he had formerly alluded. —After.a 
few words from Mr. Dent. in favour of the 
motion,the motion was agreed to, and a 
committee appointed, amongst whom were 
the following members: Mr. Foster, Lord 
A. Hamilton, Lord Henry Petty, Lord Folke- 
stone, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, Mr. Grey, Mr. 
Rose, Mr. Canning, Sir W. Pulteney, Sir 


| J. Newport, Mr, J. C. Beresford, Mr. She- 
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ridin, and Mr.- Brogden; five to be a 
guorom. 

* {inise Revewve Acrs,] — Mr. Corry 
said, that an order of yesterday for a com- 
mittee of the whole House on the Irish re- 
venue acts had dropped in consequence of 
there not being a sufficient number of mem- 
bers to proceed toa ballot, but he trusted 
there could be no objection to the House 
How ‘voting itself into a committee on the 
said acts. It was his intention to pro- 
pose in the committee the renewal of the, 
Trish’ duties, and as they would expire’ on 
the 25th of March, he trusted he should not 
be considered as too rapid in pressing the 
subject.— 

* fHis Majesty's Inptsposirion.] — 
Mr. Grey said, he did aot mean to oppose 
the motion of the right hon. gent., but, 
previous to going into the committee, he 
wished to put a question to his Majesty’s 
ministers, which he would have done ante- 
cedent tothe motion that had just been 
disposed of, if he had had any suspicion 
that the discussion would have extended to 
such length. The question he meant to 
fut was deeply interesting to the public, 
and in putting it he acted under a strong 
sense of duty, which obliged him to ask 
some explanation of the terms which had 
been used both here and in another place, 
on a subject which affected every British 
breast. Though, on the first view, the in- 
formation that had been given seemed 
calculated to give satisfaction to the public, 
yet it had created only doubts and anxiety, 
which were afflicting to every loyal subject. 
He had risen, therefore, to ask some expla- 
nation of the words, which had been on a 
former occasion employed, in order todo 
away those doubts and that ambiguity 
which they had given birth to, If he did 
not mistake, the words of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer were, that there was no ne- 
cessary suspension of the royal functions. 
He wished.to understand whether the right 
hon, gent. meant to state, that bis Majesty 
was at present personally competent to the 
petformance of the functions of the exe- 
cutive, aid whether he was to consider him 
_ as pledged to these words, He wished 
also to be informed, whether the assertion 
was founded’on his observation in a per- 
sonal communication with his Majesty, or 
only on the reports of the physicians at- 
tending his Majesty. He put this question, 
not from any want of delicacy, hut in order 
to remndve the anxiety which at present af- 
fected the public; and he thought ‘it his 
duty “to ‘ask, and le was’ sure the House 
pad a right to require, an explasiatiop,, that 
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it might know whether, in proceeding wh 


the public business, it was not violatingg 
fundamental principle of the constitution, 
He trustéd the answer would be orig 


‘but whether satisfactory or not,: it was 


his intention to oppose the progress of the 
other measure, the order for which’ had 
been dropped yestesday, if ‘the right hon, 
gent. were disposed to proceed with it this 
night. Should, however, the answer not 
be satisfactory, he should consider it his 
duty, to submit a motion to the House oq 
the subject, onan early day next week, | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
that whether the question which was 


by the.hon, gent. was one which when pw’ 


blicly known, would excite regret in’ the 
minds of an affectionate and loyal people, 
or otherwise, was not for him to declare. It 
was his desire to be as explicit as his sense 
of his duty would permit, and after the 
manner in which this subject had been ad. 
verted to on a former night, and what he 
had said on that occasion, he should haye 
thought that all further questions of this 
kind would have been precluded, and ab. 
stained from. He had then stated what 
was in the recollection of every hon. mem: 
ber, and what the hon. gent. had now te. 
peated. To that he should refer the hon, 
gent., with this single addition, that it was 
not founded on any personal intercourse 
with his Majesty, but on that which ep 
abled him to state it to the House on better 
and more authorative information, the con. 
curring testimony of all the five physicians 
who were in attendance on his Majesty. 

Mr. Grey said, that if things continued in 
the state they were at present, he should 
think it his duty to make a specific motion 
on the subject on an early day in next 
week, 

Mr. Pitt suggested whether it would not 
be right, that the proposition made by the 


_ right hon. gent. (Mr. Corry) for going into 
a committee onthe Irish revenue acts, hay- - 


ing for its object to replace acts which were 
not toexpire till the 25th of March, should 
take place of another measure, the volun 
teer consolidation bill, the importance of 
which daily and hourly pressed stronger 
upon the country. a 
Mr. Corry said, that all the duties of Ire 
land would expire with the existing acts om 
the 25th of March next. It was therefore@ 
sential to forward the present measure, bit 
if it was the pleasure of the House to allow 
im to propose the schedule pro forma, ant 
then to allow the report to be brought 
to-morrow, that he might make uch 


ments as he would have thought it nec 
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ry to make this night in accompanying and 
explaining the schedule, he should be happy 
- tp accommodate himself to the superior ur- 
gency of the subject alluded to by the right 
Be gent. Afier a short conversation be- 
‘tween Mr Foster and Mr. Corry, the House 
went into the committee, the resolutions 
"were agreed to, and the report ordered to be 
received to-morrow. 
uTiny Bitzt.]—The Secretary at War 
observed, that among the dropped orders, 
was one for the committal of the mutiny 
pill. He trusted, that the House would 
have no objection to forwarding this impor- 
tant measure now.—The House accordingly 
went into the committee. The report was 
ordered to be received to-morrow. 
_ [VotunteeR Consoztpation Brxx.] 
M:.. Secretary Yorke moved the order of 
the day for the House to resolve itself into a 
committee on the Volunteer Consolidation 
Bill, As there were several clauses to pro- 
_ he suggested that it would be better 
to debate the principle of the bill on the 
feport,—The House having resolved itself 
' jnto a coinmittee, the right hon. Secretary 
oposed several amendments in the body of 
the bill, the first of which went to confine 
the repeal of former laws to those relating to 
the yeomanry and volunteer corps of Great- 
Britain, it being thought better, he said, to 
leave the laws relating to the yeomanry and 
‘ yolunteer corps of Ireland as they stood. He 
| also proposed to insert. some words to.render 
the fines and penalties under former acts re- 
coverable, His next amendment went to 
authorise the continuance of the corps now 
in existence, unless his Majesty should 
please to discontinue the services of any corps, 
or part of a corps, by an order through the 
Secretary of State These amendments were 
severally agreed to, 
. Sir William Young then rose to propose an 
amendment in the’ second clause, \ The 
ouse, he-said, must be aware that the war 
was like to be of long duration, and it there- 
fore became necessary to look towards a per- 
Manent system of defence, He thought 
that the exemptions tended to withdraw 
from the ferce of the country a great pro- 
portion of its population, With respect to 
these he wished to draw the line between 
‘those volunteers who had originally come 
ard on the purest principles of patrio- 
tism, and those who had afterwards come 
ard in order to avoid the compulsory 
‘Provisions of.the defence act. He wished 
“Only to extend the exeiptions to those corps 
“who had been accepted by his Majesty pre- 
Vious to the 27th of July 1803, by which 
‘Means they would only attach upon 60 or 
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g0,000 mien, whilst 250,000 of the flower 
of our youth would be brought back-agaia 
into the general force of the country. He 
thought they ought to do all they could to 
render this great machine of the population 
of the country as effective as possible, and 
therefore to strike out from the exemptions 
all those who had no ideaat the time of their 
coming forward of any exemption at all. 
He concluded by moving an amendment, 
for the purpose of confining the exemptions 
to those corps who had been accepted pre- 
vious to the 27th of July 1803. 

Mr. Pitt really hoped it was impossible 
the House could thipk this proposition re- 
quired much argument to prove, that it 
could not possibly be adopted with any thing 
In the 
present session, immediately previous to the 
Christmas recess, in order to prevent doubts 
as to a supposed breach on this point, the 
exemptions had been given to all corps, on 
condition of exercising a certain number of 
days. ‘These corps having conformed to that 
condition, was the House now to withhold 
or take away the boon it had held forth? 
Having performed and ratified the compact, 
so far as they were concerned, was Parlia- 
ment to forfeit the pledge it had given, and 
to recal the distinctions it had cancelled 
and repealed? By this. proposition the ex- 
emptions would be taken away from persons 
to whom they were given by Parliament, 
and enjoyed by persons coming into these 
corps with their eyes open. And all this be- 
cause they had offered their services to avoid 
the compulsory clauses of the defence act. 
Now, let him here observe, that if Parlia- 
ment held out inducements to voluntary ser- 
vice as preferable, and in order to save the 
trouble of resorting to compulsion, and then 
endeavoured to retract and take back the 
inducements to which it had pledged itself; 
if it had said, “ it is trae you have complied 
with what we desired, but we will take away 
what we promised to you,” he thought, this 
amounted pretty clearly to a breach of faith. 
Then this was to be done because the persons 
composing the corps enrolled subsequent to 
the 27th July, were supposed to have avoided 
compulsion. Now, if there was any poitit 
universally recognised and agreed upon, it 
was, that the compulsory power should be 
kept in reserve to enforce the exertion if it 
was tardy, but that voluntary exertion was 
preferable, if it could be obtained in suffici- 
ent extent; and if that exertion should not 
be obtained in sufficient proportion in any 
particular district, the compulsory clauses 
should be put in force in those districts. —lf 


persons came voluntarily forward, they saved 
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the trouble of. force and selection. from the 
classes. Op this ground, therefore, he was 

_ unable to comprehend the mode of reasdning 
resorted to by the hon. baronet. The dis- 
tinction.was inapplicable in another sense : 
it supposed that all volunteers who offered 
thejr services since the 27th of July, had 
offered them for the purpose of ayoiding the 
ballot. It was a notorious fact, that so far 
from being infiuenced by such a motive, they 
had made their offers previous to the passing 
of’ the bill; and the answers to the offers 
had been delayed, till the sefise of Parlia- 
ment was ascertained by the passing of the 
bill. He believed this might have been the 
reason why some of the offers from the 
country, with which the hon. baronet was 
particularly connected, had not been earlier 
accepted. It was but a very short time since 
this very fact had been brought in proof of 
the injustice of drawing a line by dates. 
The whole effect of the distinction proposed, 
avould go in the indirect way, to disband the 
whale of the.volunteers, except the 80 or 


Let nobody suppose that he asserted, that 
the exemptions were the motive of the offers 
of volynteer service. . He knew it was 


mo such thing. But, he knew that the ex- 
emptions having been givén and enjoyed, 
without distinction, equally by all, to take 


them back now from three-fourths of that 
force, would be setting a mark on them, 
which would .operate as a discouragement. 
Whether the volunteer system was the wisest 
that could have been formed at first, was 
Bot now the question; but, having- gone so 
far in it, it would be madness now to aban- 
don it. . No. person contended that it should 
be abandoned, at least he hoped not. 

Mr. Windham rose to propose a course 
of, proceeding, which would obviate much 
trouble.. It was, that as a great number of 
clauses were tobe proposed by the movers 
of the bill, as well as by others, which it 
was impossible, however intelligible they 
may be to the. proposers, that those who 


never before heard them should understand,’ 


so as to decide on the instant the propriety 
ef adopting or rejecting them, whether it 
would not-be better to have them all admit- 
ted into the bill pro forma this night, and 
printed for discussion on the report or, re- 
commitment, when. they should have been 
fully considered. He foresaw, that this 
proposition. afforded room for an objection, 
that many clauses would get into the bill 
' which its proposers did not approve of, and 
which being isconsistent with each other, 
gave rise to a charge of inconsistency against 


those who drew them up; but he thonght 
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this objection was but apparent and ought 
be overcome for the sake of convenience, al 
of coming better prepared to the discuss; 

Mr. Fuller defended the motives of th 
volunteer offers of service. He adverted ms 
the deficiency in the Sussex militia, whic 
arose from the necessity of finding* subst, 
tutes from the county itself, or the adjacent 
counties. The county itself was not a ma. 
nufacturing county, consequently it wanted 
one of the principal sources of recruitiy 
its militia. It was a maritime count § 
having no adjoining county on gO miles of 
its border. 

__.Mr. Secretary Yorke observed, that the 
principle of obtaining substitutes from the 
county itself, or the adjoining county, was 
universal, and one of the oldest in the mi- 
litia laws.—In answer to the proposition of 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham), it must 
be obviously inadmissible so far as it went 
to the reception of all clauses of whatever 
description. But if it was agreeable, he 


| would state the substance of the clauses he 
99,000 enrolled before the 27th of*July. | 


had*to propose, which might be agreed to 
pro forma, and the bill being reprinted with 
them, might be di-~cussed again on Tuesday, 
The right hon. gent. behind him (Mr. Pitt), 
and any other gent. who had clauses, might 
then propose them, and they would be de. 
bated, 

Mr, Curwen hoped, after what had been 
said, that the hon baronet would see the 
propriety of withdrawing his clause. If the 
clause was adopted, it would be partial in 
its operation, as the ballot had taken place 
in some districts, and consequently the be 
nefit of the exemptions was enjoyed in those 
districts; in other districts it had not taken 
place, and, consequently, the exemptions 
would be denied in those districts, i the 
clause was allowed to pass, He should, be- 
fore a siistant day, move, -that returns of all 
the volunteer corps should be obtained, dis- 
tinguishing the classes. He was sure it 
would then be found that the number bene 
fitted by the exemptions was véry few. 

Colonel Craufurd was ready to accede to 
the proposition made. by his right hon. 
friend, and assented to by the Sec. of State, 
ifthe hon. baronet, in withdrawing his 
clause, was to be understood to mean to bring 
it forward again, He would not, however, 


deprive himself entirely of the opportunity. 


of discussing the propriety of those exemp- 
tions which deprived us of an armed pét- 
santry, and if the hon, baronet’s clause was 
not to be brought forward on another night, 
he would ofter his observations now. 
“ Mr. Piti, said it would. be oe 





venient for the House, before proceedi 
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farther, to understand what was the’ mode 
fobe adopted. He had no difficulty in say- 

y that the convenience of gentlemen 
ld be suited if the amendments were 
provght in, and the House put in possession 
of the clauses, if it did not interpose too 
' Jong a delay to the progress of the measure. 
It had been the custom to agree to clauses 
god amendments pro forma, and afterwards 
fp recommit them for the observations of 
thers. But he hoped that before the com- 
mittee closed, or before the House sepa- 
fated, he should have an opportunity of 
stating the substance of his own amend- 


ments, not pledging himself to move them, - 


por even to state them, if the amendments 

of the right hon. gent. met his objects. 

| ~The Chancellor of the Exchequer explained 
“the object of his right hon. friend (Mr. 
Yorke) which was to consult the conve- 
pience of the House. His right hon. friend 
would still hear what he had to offer in ‘the 
pature of amendment, and others would be 
at liberty to say how far these amendments 
_ met their views. 

Sir William Young said, he should not 

ress his amendment after what had been 

guid; but he thought it would be no breach 
of faith to take away from the volunteers, 
Wiiat was never given to them.—The pro- 
amendment was then withdrawn.— 
A further explanation took place betwixt 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. Yorke, the result of which 
was, that the right hon. Sec. of State should 
generally explain the nature of his amend- 
ments, and that Mr. Pitt should be permit- 
fed. to put the House in possession of the 
scope of his intended improvements. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, ifhe understood 
the wish of the committee, it was, that the 
clauses he had to propose should be received 
pro forma, and that he should state his 
view of the provisions suggested by the 
tight hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt), with his reasons 
why he thought some of those ought not to 
be inserted in the present bill. He set. out 

Upon the basis, that the volunteer system 
must at present be preserved, that it would 
be unwise at the present moment to lay it 
‘aside, but that it must be rendered as effec- 
tual as possible. He thought that a great 

eal of misconception had taken place with 
Tespect to the volunteers. The volunteer 
system had arisen out of the Defence Act ; 

‘bythat act his Majesty was empowered to 
call out the classes, in case a sufficient num- 
ber of volunteers did not come forward, or 
Yofill up any part of the system that ‘might 
be done away, but he was of opinion, that 
‘that act ought to remain in reserve, to be 
only executed in case there was a necessity 
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for it, as it was certainly much better that 
what was wanted should be effected by the 
volunteer system of the country than by 
compulsion.——- Many opinions had been 
thrown out, that the voluntary system was 
not carried to that extent which it might 
have been, and some gent. were of opinion, 
that clausés ought to be introduced for that 
purpose. He wished to state the necessity 
there was, that they should not attempt to 
do too much in the way of regulations. He 
asked gent. to consider under what regula- 
tions the volunteers at present subsisted, 
and what had been done upon that subject. 
The act of 1794 did no more than enable 
his Majesty to accept corps, to grant ex- 
emptions from the militia ballots, and to 
make provisions for putting them under 
martic’ law in the event of their being 
called into actual service, but left his Ma- 
jesty to make such rules and regulations for 
their discipline as he should think fit. He 
must, then, observe, that, whatever -ought 
to be done in this respect, it was not neces- 
sary to make it part of the present bill; it 
was only necessary to vote the money wanted 
for pay and allowances.—With respect to 
the allowances, there could be no question 
as to those granted to volunteer corps ac- 
cepted: previous to the Ist of Aug., but it 
had been said that similar liberality had not 
been shewn to the corps accepted since. He 
begged leave to observe, that in the allow- 
ances to the latter, ministers had in view 
the provisions of the defence act, and 
wished to assimilate the allowances as much 
as possible to those to which those persons 
who would have been called out under that 
act’ would have been entitled to, 20 days 
pay. In point of fact, he believed, that 
most of the corps had exercised 40 or 50 
days in the course of the year, which was 
a strong proof of their zeal. He agreed it 
was of importance that in the course of 
the next 3 months, the volunteer corps ought 
to exercise more frequently, in order to per- 
fect themselves in discipline. —The right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) had proposed, that 
corps should be invited to assemble on per 
manent pay and duty, and had also proposed 
two modes for inspecting these corps. The 
first, that they should have regular officers 
as assistant field-officers to receive pay; and 
the other, that they sliould borrow for the 
time, officers from regiments of the line. 
He: was friendly to the principle of corps 
assembling for a certaim time on perma- 
nent pay and duty: and if it should appear 
to be the wish of a sufficient number of 
volunteers in- any particular district so-to 
assemble, they might be permitted to do so 
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by his Majesty, without any provision on 
that sabjéct being necessary in the present 
. bill, All that would be necessary, would 
be to vote the requisite sums of money. 
Permanent duty was certainly the best state 
in which discipline could be learnt, but as 
to giving more than 20 days pay, it became 
@ question for consideration, how far an equi- 
valent would be received for that increased 
pay. He thought there was considerable dan- 
ger in applying general rules to.this subject ; 
it might be proper.in some cases to give the 
increased pay, whilst in others it would not ; 
in each case,.it.must depend upon circum- 
stances, but, certainly, there need not be any 
proviso introduced upon the subject in the 
present bill.—Another point adverted to had 
been.that of field officers, which he now un- 
derstood the right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) to 
say, was only intended to apply to those corps 
who applied for such assistance. ‘He at first 
understood. it differently, but at any rate 
there was.no. difficalty in the business, as 
His Majesty on the recommendation of the 
Jord lieut. might appoint such field officers 
or others to volunteer corps as he should 
think fit. As to the pay to be given to these 
officers, it had been thought advisable not 
togive permanent pay to those officers ap- 
pointed to corps accepted prior to June last, 
but if they held a commission in the army to 
allow them their half pay, and this upon the 
principle that they were held to be persons 
who did. not want such assistance. —With 
tespect to these modern corps, no allowance 
was made, except for an Adjutant. It might 
be said, that allowances ought te have been 
made; but it was not necessary for him to 


apologize for ministers being as economical ’ 


as possible; it was better to begin under the 
mark, than make too large an establishment, 
which it might be difficult afierwards to re- 
duce.— Adverting again to the subject of per- 
manent pay, he would just observe, that as 
the law had stood since 1794, upon the offer 
being accepted of any corps to assemble upon 
permanent duty, they were considered to be 
in the same situation as if called out in case 
of actual invasion, and were entitled to the 
marching guinea, to provide themselves with 
necessaries. He would propose a clause to 
do away doubts upon this subject, in which 
he should propose that this guinea should be 
deducted from the two guineas to which they 
were entitled after the defeat or expulsion 
of the enemy.—The right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Pitt). had proposed that a clause should be 
inserted to remove-doubts with respect to the 
election of officers: —It was not his intention 
to propose any such clause. His Majesty 
undoubted]y had the power of commission- 
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ing officers recommended by the lord liens 
or of rejecting such persons. ‘There, the 
fore, appeared no question about an electig 
except only where that was included in 
terms of acceptance.—He had mentioned 
one exception on a former occasion, in 
case of the light horse volunteers, who te. 
commended to his Majesty persons to hold 
commissions in that corps, but, when called 
into actual service, that right had ceased, ang 
in case of the death of an officer, the nextig 
seniority succeeded. There were some who 


only looked to the corps of the metropolis, 


considering them as every thing, and who, 
because two or three corps had claimed the 
right of electing officers, supposed it was ge. 
neral; but, in the country, where 


were formed under the influence of gent. of 


rank and property, no such idea was enter. 
tained. It was to be supposed, at the same 
time, that no person would be appointed an 
officer ina volunteer corps who was not 
agreable to that corps.—Much had been said 


on a former occasion about the power of 


committees, but wherever they had inter. 
fered in military discipline they had been 
ehecked, and ‘no person could say that, ia 
the regulation of financial concerns, they 
were acting improperly : it was well known 
that, in case of the death of a Paymaster, 


there was a committee of paymasters in every 


regiment of the line.—The last point which 
he had to notice, was the suggestions respect. 
ing rules and regulations for enforcing at 
tendance and discipline, whilst under arms, 
by fine, imprisonment, &c. 
that he was wholly averse to such a plag, 
which he considered to be entirely inconsis- 
tent with the nature of the volunteer service 


Operting jin its disembodied state. Such a 


system would, he conceived, not merely 
produce inconvenience, but would lead to 


the destruction of the volunteer system, or 


at least to a very considerable diminution of 
numbers. - There was another objection 10 


it likewise, arising out of the Defence ach 


Provisions were made there for fines and 


penalties upon the different classes, in case 


of disobedience ; but it was expressly stated, 
that if a sufficient number of volunteet 
came forward, they should be relieved from 
the compulsory clauses of the bill. They 


having come forward in that confidence, 
and it would be in some instances a breach 


of faith to rcsort to those compulsory claw+ 


ses to be applied against them.—He com - 


cluded by proposing several new cl 


some of which related to the exemption 
under former acts, and the allowance @ 


volunteers from serving in the militia’ 


army of reserve. It was not intended, ie 
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to exempt them from the.ballot, but 
fat on their names. being balloted they 


jould-be placed on a separate list, and that 


0 py one of them quitting his corps be 
should be called upon to serve by himself 
gf substitute to fill up the first vacancy that 
teured in the sub@ivision.—He also pro- 
sed that no person should be exempted 
fom serving or finding a, substitute, who 
did net attend the exercise of his corps 24 
days.in the course of the year.—Another 
danse went to enable the deputy lieutenants 
of magistrates to apportion the quotas for 
the militia and army of reserve, having re- 
gard to the number of volunteers in any par- 
rplace. Another clause inflicted pe- 


ities for the sale of arms belonging to go- 


Yemnment, or inducing a volunteer to sell his 


mms, and to enable commanding officers, to 
have.a place for keeping arms, the expense 


be paid by the receiver-general of the 
jand tax.—Anofther clause enabled com- 

nding officers to dismiss any.one from a 
corps, and another to prevent any dispute 
about withdrawing from a corps, by enact- 


ae that where a commandirg officer shall 


fefuse to accept the resignation tendered by 

ay member of the corps, the latter may 

appeal to the Jord lieut. or deputy lieut. who 
ll decide in a summary way, 


‘Mr, Pitt said, he should have been ex- 


tremely happy if the right bon. gent. who 
had just spoken, had relieved him from the 


: . 


ity of addressing the Committee upon 


3 present occasion ; but ag the matter stood, 


he was under that necessity. He was not de- 
titous of particularly or tenaciously adhering 
tone mode rather than another, provided he 
jaw that the substance of the thing he wanted 
was likely to be secured, and which appeared 


- fobim absolutely necessary to be accomplish- 
ed, It was indifferent to him whether that was 


done by means of clauses in the bill or by 


the executive government, in virtue of any 
‘diseretionary power given for that purpose, 


ovided he found an assurance that it would 
tdone; in that case, he should have been 
Mady to acquiesce with government in any 
Mode they might think expedient to adopt, 
Dut from the speech of the right hon. gent. 
‘Matter was left whaurencer ain, whee 
iter any thing that might amount to the 
ce of his praposal would be acceded 


1, 0a one or two.of the most important 


ts, as it appeared to him, in the whole 


the volunted system ; he must therefore 


¢ to the is ittee the ground of his 
l, that they might. consider whether 


lises would not be better. than to leave the 
Open to any discretion whatever.— 


‘At should take first that point which with 
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him was the most important object in his 
mind in the present crisis ; namely, that 
which was to render the volunteers as well 
accomplished as possible in point of disci- 
pline ; and he had the good fortune to have 
the concurrence of the right hon. gent. ‘upon 
the importance of that subject, as he had 
admitted the necessity of calling out all the 
corps, and having them trained and exer- 
cised frequently for the purpose of improv- 
ing them in discipline, and that this should 
be done as early as possible, and he had as- 
sured the Committee that the executive go- 
veroment would enforce this measure, But, 
Mr. Pitt said, he doubted whether it would 
not be necessary to insert.a clause in the bill 
for that purpose, in order to have the thing 
done as effectually and distinctly as it should 
be. He-was aware there was a clause in 
the bill of last year for that purpose, which 
gave power to his Majesty. to assemble. the 
volunteers, at his command, on the appear- 
ance’of invasion, but there required some- 
thing more than the actual appearance of 
invasion, or a general appearance of actual 
invasion, as it was generally described ; for 
the enemy may be.hovering about, appa- 
rently for the purpose of invasion, for many 
months, and perhaps for years, aad when this 
expression of ‘‘ appearance of invasion” was 
of - doubtful construction, and particularly as 
that construction governed the question, 
whether so large and efficient a body of men 
as those of the volunteers, should or-should 
not be put in a situation in which they 
could best acquire perfect discipline. | It 
was the practice to callout the militia in 
time of war, and that power was not speci- 
fically provided for, but was under the gene- 
ral authority which the crown derived from 
the same sentence be had already quoted, 
that of actual invasion or in imminent danger 
thereof; that was the authority by which 
the militia were embodied, and put on per- 
manent daty, as they always were in time of 
war; and he wished some principle of. this 
kind to be applied to the volunteers, at least 
that they might be invited, as many of them 
had been, to take permanent duty for awhile 
in certain places, as they had been last year. 
Ministers then had apparent reason to be- 
lieve that an invasion was at hand, and, 
therefore, they invited some volunteers out 
on permanent duty and pay. They thought 
that a season in which that was likely. He 
did not say, that now there was a greater 
prospect of it, or that this should be made a 
matter of doubt or question, but. he should 
be sorry that any thing should be neglected, 
on any account whatever, that, could be.of 
use to the volunteer system, for now there 
Un 
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was a stronger reason for-our being prepared 
at all-points: than at any former period, for 
that now the danger was, in his opinion, 
more imminent than ever; and, therefore, 
, he thought it should not be left as an equi- 
vocal sentence, as that of appearance of in- 
vasion, or imminent danger thereof: in his 
opinion, in point of policy, the volunteers 
“should not only onderstand that they may be 
put on permanent daty now, if in the opi- 


nion of the executive government it was fit | 


they should be so, but also that they should 
understand, that in the opinion of Parlia- 
ment, ‘they ought to be so for awhile. 
Whether this event of invasion was to take 
place in six weeks, or in six months, or 
‘eight months, we should be prepared; and 
therefore he was of opinion, that they should 
be assembled, and should march, and be put 
on pay and permanent duty, where they 
should agree to do so, for the purpose of 
their improvement in their military exercise ; 
and he'‘would insert in the bill words for 
. the purpose of giving the crown the power 
of so calling this force out in any part it 
might be thought advisable ; for he could 
not help thinking there was reason for going 
to that éxtent, and then the volunteers 
would be under precisely the same regula- 
tions as the militia in that respect, although 
‘it might not be necessary to continve them 
in that state so long: this he thought neces- 
sary to be made matter of provision in the 
bill, not that the crown had not the power 
already of inviting the velunteers out on pay 
and permanent duty, bat he thought’ it 
would be better that the volunteers should 
understand it to be the opinion of Parlia- 
ment, as well as that of the executive go- 
vernment, that they should be so invited.— 
He did not know what the right hon.-gent. 
meant upon the subject of the bounty to be 
given to volunteers on their being called 
out, whether this bounty was to be extended 
to all volunteer corps who should be willing 
to serve for a time, or only to the 24,000 
who are assembled and on permanent duty: 
that 24,000 was a considerable number for 
an emérgency he was willing to admit, but 
in making-a great €ffort, such as ought now 
to be made by means of a body of inore than 
300,000 men, he should hope that many 
more might be immediately put in this sitaa- 
‘tion, and he should wish ‘this matter to be 
explained.’ Bui on this he was not so anxi- 
ous to say much, provided ‘he was assured 
that the encouragement of pay was meant 
to be offered to all volunteers who may wish 
to profit in their military acquirements: bat 


on thé subject of the boubty, ‘as mentioned. 


by the right hon. gent. he doubted whether 
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what was proposed, or rather what was gah 
ed, would be satisfactory, or even admisy 
when it came to be considered. Ther 
hon, gent. said, they were to have pay fy 
21 days on which they should be on pe. 
manent duty, but that the guinea whith 
was to be advanced te them was to be te. 
ducted out of the original two guineas jp. 
tended to be allowed in the event of they 
going into the field, the one on their pip. 
ceeding to march, the other on their retam 
home after having expelled the enemy— 
Now, that did appear to him to be a ve 
bad system to make them efficient for ctl 
invasion, and inverting the order of thingy, 
it was adding nothing to what was original 
intended to be given, and: it -was misplacing 
that which was to be allowed; for it wa 
giving to the men nothing when they wert 
to be most wanted, but taking away all the 
effect of what was intended to be given, for 
it was transposing the time, and changing; 
gift into that which was the reverse 9 
it, for by this mode of deducting the guinea 
out of the two guineas originally intende 
for each volunteer who shall march to repel 
an invasion, he would have nothing on th 
march, if he had received his guinea on 
being first embodied ; so that when the wo 
lunteers ought to be most encouraged, go 
vernment proposed fresh duty to them in 
stead of bounty, and, therefore, he could ut 
help thinking that this part of the plan, % 
opened by the right hon. gent. would ap 
pear, upon farther consideration, such @ 
could not be persisted in. This was - 
saying, that if an invasion came, 200,000), 
might be saved to the country. Now, ifwe 
were sure they would return “home to enjoy’ 
the sight of their families and children % 
cured by their’ valour and enjoying the 
thought of that idea, and the still more gle 
rious one, that of their country being sect 
ed in triumph, he should hardly think that 
in the most sober disposition that any mal 
could view economy, he would concei 
that the happiness of that day would 
much increased by the reflection, ‘hit 
200,0001, had been saved to the country by 
the scrupulous policy of the executive Fi 
vernment, and therefore he hoped that 
right hon. gent. would, upon reflection, think 
this part of his policy hardly worth adhe 
to; and that when this matter came @ 
stated in detail in the Committee, tet 
would be a disposition to’ reconsider it. 
the volunteer has had his guinea on 
first put on his permanent duty, and that® 
tu be deducied. out of his original two gu 
neas, as had been originally stated, he We 
have nothing on his‘march against fe @ 
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»; orif having it on: his march, he .will 
have had his two guineas, and he-will 

#@ nothing on his return home, and there- 
he.thought this.a very indifferent po- 

. There was, indeed, much wisdom io 
the policy of the legislature in giving men 
something that marked its good will; and 
ependent of that, it. was natural. that 
smen should be called upon on the 
den, to go for a period from their fami- 
lies and homes, they should have the bappi- 
pes. to know, that although they were 
bliged to ‘go in the service of the country, 
md leave those of whom they were the na- 
foyal protectors, yet that what they had al- 
uady received, and for which their country had 
dy had their service, would not be deduct- 

put of that which was originally either for 
actual march, or their retura, that what 
may have spent before they marched, and 

me which their country may already have 
adtheir service, will not be taken into the 
account, but that they shall receive their gui- 
neaon their march, and also their guinea on 
eit return home, as if they had received no- 
Fad before: he thought this matter ex- 
temely important, so much so, that he 
thould feel it his duty to press it hereafter, if 
bedid not find in ministers a disposition to 
jesce in it. However, there was. one 

ing of which he was extremely glad, which 
Was, to. see the disposition, shewn by the right 
hon.-gent. on the part of the executive go- 
wmment, to encourage the improvement of 
discipline ; and which, if rightly attended to 
ly the volunteers now, they may acquire 
mote in a few wecks, than formerly they 
might have been able to acquire in some 
months; because, with the knowledge they 
loW possess, improvement, if duly attended 
t,might be very rapid, . He supposed, that 
when the right hon. gent. mentioned 26 days 
fot the present year, he meant over and 
ove the 21, for which the pay was to be 
wed ; if so, there would be no difference 
#opinion between him and the right hon. 
font, in that respect, as far as regarded the 
Pisent year; for, although he wished 40 
8, including the days of inspection, yet in 
thisease he should. be willing to allow that 
&21.should be deemed part of the 46, 
the thought it would be extremely desi- 
t, and becoming. the wisdom of Parlia- 
Ment, when this system was to become.part 
permanent defence, to put the volun- 

for awhile on permanent setvice, to 
Sie them a degree of efficiency which they 
ai never otherwise acquire, and this was a 
Mect upon which a very large portion of 
lit House could speak from experience, 
Md not believe that any experienced offi- 
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_cer in the House, after having looked at this 


subject with the attention it deserved, would 
say, that the necessary discipline could be ac- 
quired in less than 40 days in the year, and 
that such attention would be highly benefi- 
cial to all the volunteer corps, and of course 
beneficial to their country, which confided so 
much in them for its security. When Par- 
liament proposed. only 20 days, there might 
have been reason to guide government to 
have insisted upon a different course being 
taken from what they did take. He would 
remark in passing, that the manner in which 
that was stated by the right hon. gent. to-. 
night, was not quite consistent with the 
plan he recommended; for the question 
now was, what number of days shall, or shall 
not be allowed for the training and exer- 
cising the volunteers? The right hon. gent. 
had said, it would; be better not to provide 
many of those points: by provisions in the 
bill, but leave much to the discretion of the 
executive government to judge of the cir- 
cumstances. Now, this, in the first instance; 
would have been very well; buat, he hada: 
reason, which he, would: soon state, for not 
thinking that the executive government 
ought to have this discretion now. It did 
not appear to him that the executive govern- 
ment had judged wisely upon this occasion ; 
they seemed to have thought themselves con 
fined to the 20-days, aud to give no more 
time than Parliament gave for this purpose, 
and that appeared to him to be a very good 
reason why Parliament should now think 
that 20 days are sufficient; nor was there 
apy objection to make provision upon: this 
head specifically under the present circum- 
stances. - When the House was voting a sum 
of money as.a vote of credit, it was usually 
left to the executive government to judge 
how much of it should be-issued for any par- 
ticular purpose ; yet, when the House came 
to judge how much money should be allowed 
for a specific object, it was more regular and 
constitutional for the House to regulate the 
mode of effectuating that object; so that 
when Parliament. came to vote the. money 
to defray the expense of this matter, it 
should state the number of days. which shall 
be occupied for this purpose.—Nor was this 
at all entrenching upon the principle by 
which the other branches. of the military 
service -of the country was, conducted; he 
meant that which was iu any degree anala- 
gous to the present, the militia.’ [n that sers 
vice, Parliament specified what money the 
officers and men should be paid, and also 
the number of days the privates should be 
trained and exercised, and he did not see 
we Parliament should not be as: distinct 
u 2 
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and specific on the subject of the voluntest 


service as that of the militia; but this, again, . 


he did not mean to discuss now, he merely 
threw it out in passing, as a matter fit here- 
“after to be discussed.——As to the means of 
instructing the ‘volunteers by field officers 
and adjutants from the regular service, he 
threw that out for the consideration of minis- 
ters;° he-did not: intend to produce any 
clause-to that effect; but, umqueéstionably, if 
he did not see more disposition than had 
been hitherto shewn by ministers to make 
some provision for that purpose, he should 
feel .it his duty to bring forward a measure 
for that purpose for the consideration of Par- 
liament, not by way of clause in any bill, for 
it would come more regularly by way of ad- 
dress to his Majesty ; but he would be satis- 
fied to hear from ministers, that the volun- 
teers should have'the benefit of the instruc- 
tion of officers detached from the line, during 
the period of permansent duty of the volun- 
teers ;»but he'saw an unwillingness in mi- 
nisters to allow pay to any field officer for 
thus instructing the volunteers. He should 
not, at present, go into the ground of that 
Objection. The committee would recollect 


that the very first day he stated this matter, 
he accompanied his statement with a decla- 
ration, that he did not wish that such officers 
should be provided for any corps who did not 


expressly desire to have that species of in- 
struction, and who'should actually apply for 
it, nor did he propose this at all with any 
view but that of such officers being mere 
temporary assistants to the commanders of 
the volunteer corps. Ministers:said, that in 
many instances it was done, and the whole 
question was a question of expense: it must 
be desirable that the volunteers should have 
the best instruction they possibly could have, 
and, therefore, whether they should be in- 
structed by those who knew but little, or by 
some who knew nothing of that which it 
‘was essential for the volunteers to learn, was 
a@ question which he did not know how to 
argue. Whether it was better to be taught 
by those who havea perfect knowledge of 
the thing to be learnt, or by those who knew 
it imperfectly, or by those who did not know 
it at all, was a thing which he could not 
argue, because his mind knew not how to 
argue that upon which it was unable-to con- 
ceive the application of an argument, since 
nothing could be matter of rational: argu- 
ment upon which it was inconceivable how 
a:doubt could be entertained upon it;: and, 
as to the matter of economy, upon a pointso 
essential as that of knowledge for the volun- 
teers, in order to make them efficient in ser- 


vice and most essential to the safety of their | 
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country, and when he-considered that 
economy involved only a question of aifey 


shillings per man, to enable such an imimengy 


body as the volunteérs to be of eminent sy 
vice to their country, and to with-hold tg 
instruction which could alone make 


thus useful, for the sake ef saving such fey 


shillings, was a species of economy’ which 
did not enter fatis hi understanding. Come 
prehending it under the head of the general 
scale of the expenditure of a war like the 
present, and compared with the 

seale of our means of defraying that expep 
diture, great as that expenditure must be 
or considered with reference to our resourced, 
and feeling that this expense may amount ty 
a few thousand pounds, was that whidhy 
considering the utility of the measure onthe 
one hand, and the expenditure on the othey 


he knew not how-a representative of the 


people of this country, bound to adopt mex 
sures for their general welfare, could possibly 
regard as a question. Ministers themsely 


admitted that this instruction to the volum 


teers was desirable; but they said therewer 
but few instances, in which the officersw 
wanted, could be procured ; certainly they 
would be few, if ministers were determi 

to give them so little encouragement. He 
knew it was impossible to over-rate’ the 
exertions of gentlemen of fortune and die 
tinction in the country, for the purposed 
rendering the volunteers as nearly perfect 
possible; he knew no limits to their 2éf 
and ardour, but that must be confined 
those districts in which they resided, where 
as persons of great skill and eminence might 
be found, whv, froma combination of unio 


ward circumstances, had been obliged to giv 


up a career of glory in the profession 
arms, from want of a prospect of advance 
ment consistent with their age or talent 
and to retire into the obscurity of a county 
village, in a state, if not of penury, certaitly 
far from opulence, who could not transfer 
family from a distant part of the county @ 
which he had retired for the prodent put} 
pose of that economy that was essential 
his existence, into another where his’ se 
vices might be rendered by way of instruc: 
tion to others, and by which he might renew 
and rekindle that flame whieh was omy 
clouded, but not extinguished in his 
by pecuniary disappointment, and add mote 
laurels'to his life, if this encouragement Wer 
held-out to him. This was not an imagiogty 
character that he was drawing, he had @ 


opportunity of knowing several such, one 


whom he had an opportunity of servi g ani 
of bringing into a state where his 


had been eminently usefu! Having expe 
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fated upon this subject, he said; he hoped 


there was no objection against the volun- 
teers availing themselves of assistance of 
gach immense*value as this, in such a crisis 
gthe present. He should be sorry, indeed, 
if any difficalty should stand in therway of 
this most important point, upon which, how- 


’ ever, he should not say any mage at present. 
| =The hext point was, that of the ap- 


intment of officers of the volunteers, 


which the right honourable gentleman 


it was better not to make any 

ive provision ; he originally thought so 

too, and the only doubt with him was, 
whether something had not been rendered 
necessary by the point having been so much 
and so unnecessarily agitated, in order that 


theauthority of the legistature might set the 


matter at rest.— Upon the subject of signing 
thecommissions ‘of officers in the volunteers, 
he thought the practice which had hitherto 
peén followed, that of giving them all the 


sigh manual, highly objectionable ; not only 


because it was so very laborious, and in its 
wature productive of unavoidable delay, in- 


| somuch that officers were obliged to wait 
for months for their commissions; but also 


because the thing was absolutely unneces- 
sity, for they might be under the same re- 
golations as the commissions of the militia, 
Which were signed by the lieutenants of the 
@unties, except in cases to which the crown 
did not assent, —There was another, point on 
Which he had the misfortune still to differ 
from the right hon. gent.: he meant with 
regard to the propriety of making regula- 
tions to discipline volunteer corps by means 
@ parliamentary provisioa, instead of leav- 


‘ingthat matter to the discretion of the exe- 


citive government, and for regulating their 
attendance, and taking due care of theirarms, 
&e. He had prepared a clause upon that 
subject, and which he must still offer, for 
hewould venture to say, it was the general 
Complaint of all officers of volunteer corps, 
there were some among them who, not 
for want of any good will, for that he knew 
le whole mass of them possessed in some- 
thing almost“ equal to perfection,- but from 
those ideas which were inseparable from all 
tien who had not a great deal of experience, 
didnot bestow on the office of a volunteer, 
Matattention which was absolutely requisite 
totomplete that character. There would be 
andmen, and there would be artisans, 


‘Who'would-chuse to think that they were 


‘Widiers, somewhat sooner than their officers 
Might think them entitled completely to 
iit character ; the consequence was, that 

‘Mey would appear only.on some shewy day, 

but little advantage was to be obtained 
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from the drill.. He/did not say the volun- 
teers had not done, in general, very well, but 
of this he was sure, that in one half the time 
they took tp at first they would gain more 
than doutle the knowledge, for in this, as 
in every thing else, it was after some know- 
ledge was paintully gained, that knowledge 
was easily and rapidly acquired, and with- 
out more and fuller attendance, perfection 
was not to be obtained. He knew it was 
very popular at present fo say that the es- 
sence of the volunteer system’ was: to leave 
every thing to-voluntary exertion; that there 
was no necessity to enact any thing, that 
the zeal of volunteers would do every thing, 
that there was nothing to fear from their 
want of discipline. Much of this sort’ of 
doctrine might: be at present popular, but 
it was a species of popularity which a man 
who loved his country, and who gravely con- 
sidered its true interest, would not seek. 
He knew the volunteer corps were a body 
ct men open to good sense, and he was’ of 
opinion ‘they might easily be persuaded ‘in 
the bulk to assent to some measures of com- 
pulsion, not that they all needed compulsion 
to perform their duty, but because some of 
them did; for it was not unknown to any 
corps, that there were among them some who 
were less often at the drill and less attentive 
when there than others, so that when they 
did attend they not only manifested their 
own imperfections, but, from the nature of 
military exercise, they must of necessity im- 
pede the progress of others in their improve- 
ment ; and then there was some levity to be 
expected from the age and habits of some of 
them, so that to his mind moderate compu!- 
sion was in a considerable degree essential to 
their attaining the height of militaty perfee- 
tion, of which with attention they were ca- 
pable. He knew it was more popular to 
compliment them all, and to say that they 
wanted nothing, but he thought that pur- 
suing this course without inforcing a system 
by which they might be essentially improved, 
would be the highest insprudence; and 
here there was more necessity for making 
some regulations than there had been in the 
first instance; since Parliament had former- 
ly enacted particular matters positively, and 
then said that such other rules and. regula- 
tions should be adopted as to his Majesty 
should seem meet; thereby evidently con- 
veying an idea, that many things would 


‘seem meet to be done by way of rules and 
r regulations which were not specified’ or 


pointed out by that law; but to his Majes- 
ty’s executive government nothing did seem 
meet to be done beyond the strict provi-_ 
sions of the statute, which amounted to 2 
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-hint to Parliament, by. way of caution, that 
if they wanted any thing to be done, they 
must enact it specifically ; that. if they trust 
to the executive government to do. any 
thing more than was duly set down for them, 
Parliament would be. disappointed ; there- 
fore, if there were any. roles and regulations 
at all necessary, Parliament must point them 
out, or they would never be adopted, for 
which reason he had in his pocket.a clayse 
for this purpose, which he should hereafter 
offer to the House.—There was a declara- 
tory clause in the bill.at present, which re- 
lated to the power of resignation in a vo- 
lunteer, which, in the present condition of 
things, required one alteration, and that 
was, to. turn every negative in it into an 
affirmative declaration. A doubt had been 
once entertained as to what was intended 
by the legislature as td the power of resig- 
nation of a volunteer ; upon the opinion of 
the most eminent in rank, in the profes- 
sion of the law not upon the bench, and 
not more eminent in rank than in talents 
and abilities, nor more eminent jn either, 
than he was for public virtue, and all those 
private qualities which render a man justly 
estimable in life ;- he meant his Majesty's 
attorney general. ‘That learned gent. gave 


‘an opinion upon the question of a volunteer's | 


power to resign. Another very. distin- 
guished gent. gave an opinion directly op- 
posite to'it, accompanied with great elo- 
quence, and more solidity of judgment than 
might have been expected to accompany 
such diffusive eloquence, and the learned 
judges of the court of King’s Bench deter- 
mined with the opinion of the latter gent. 
and held that a volunteer had, by law, a 
right to resign when he pleased, and with- 
out any condition ; now this bill was drawn 
by those who said-nothing of any doubt 
being entertained on this point while the 
thing was doubtful, who declared that the 
opinion of the court of King’s Bench was so 
consonant to their wishes as to what the 
law should be, that if they had not so de- 
cided they would have brought in a bill to 
make the law so. But how did these very 
persons now declare that law? They now 
left the day in blank in the bill to be filled 
up by the committee, and. as to the law 
which the court of King’s Bench had deci- 


ded, saying, that a volunteer might resign in | 


any manner, and when he thinks proper, 
without any condition, they said, that he 
shall be able: todo under certain condi- 
tions, what the court of King’s Bench had 
already decided he might do without any 
condition, whatever—that the .person who 
the court said might resign when he pleased, 
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shall be able to resign: within three 
after he had given notice of his intention 
that the point which the court had decided 
was doubtful; that was to say, that a thing 
was doubfful after it was decided there wa, j 
no doubt ; that a man might be able todg 
conditionally, that which the law already 
enabled him to dg without condition, Th 
clause stated,’ “ that whereas doubts haye 
arisen,” which should be altered to, “ when, 
as there is no doubt.”—The clause stated, 
« that therefore after three weeks notice he 
shall be.at liberty to resign ;” which should. 
be altered to ‘after three weeks notice he 
shall not resign.”——The right hon. gent. ad. . 
verted to the assertion so often made, that 
the ballot lists were dry in particular dis. 
tricts ; but this he attributed much more tg 
the unequal distribution of the quotas to 
be balloted for the militia, &c. than to the 
extension of the volunteer system. This in. 
equality he was very desirous that some 
means should be devised to remove. .Re. 
verting to the discipline of the volunteer, 
he took notice of an evil which he described. 
to exist to a great extent, and which ought 
to be corrected ; namely, the practice of far. 
mers in preventing the men in their employ. 
ment from attending drill, and also the con. 
duct’ of the master manufacturers in the 
great manovfacturing towns, practising a sie 
milar restraint. upon their apprentices, over. 
whom they seemed to conceive that they had 
the power of preventing them from earning 
any money unless from their employment, 
Those were evils against which he would be 
glad to see some provision made. _ He cone. 
cluded with professing his wish to assist in 
framing any measure to advance the im: 
provement of the volunteer system, declaring 
that he had no_ wish to embarrass. the pro- 
gress of the bill before the House, which, 
on the contrary, he was sincerely anxious to 
render as perfect as possible. : 
Mr. Secretary Yorke stated, that there 
was a circumstance which he ommitted 
to mention, when he first. addressed. the 
committee, and that was, that it was im: 
tended to appoint an inspecting field officer, 
to every 2500, or 3000 men, and which field, 
officers, in case of invasion, were to actas, 
brigade generals with the corps under theit, 
inspection.— With respect to that part # 
the bill which. regarded the election .01, 
officers, although he was of opinion, thatit 
should be generally left. to the King’s dis 
cretion, yct he thought ‘that on many, 0%, 
indeed, most occasions, it would be propet 
to allow the lieutenants of the counties t0 
sign commissions.—He would trouble. thé, 


committee with a few words on the declataer 
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tory clause on which so much had been said. 
No member in that House could entertain ‘a 
qnore sacred reverence than he did for the 
decision of the court of King’s Bench ; yet, 
with all the respect that he entertained for 
jt, he would claim the privilege of assert- 
ng, that the judgment of that court did not 
settle the law in general with respect to the 
’ yolunteer system, although he must allow it 
did in the particular point which was sub- 
mitted to it. Besides, the decision of that 
court was not final, for every member of 
that House must know, that a writ of error 
would, lie from a judgmént pronounced in 
the court of King’s Bench : and where men 
of great professional eminence and acknow- 
edged reputation differed in their interpre- 
tation of a particular statute, the framers of 
anew billon that subject would be well 
gitisfied in commencing the preamble of it, 
with the expression, ‘“‘ whereas doubts have 
qtisen, &c.” With respect to that part of 
thebill which referred to the distribution of 
. the quotas, his idea was, that the lieutenants 
should make two returns, one as if the vo- 
lunteers did not exist, and the other specify- 
ig exemptions, 
Mr. Pitt repeated the idea thrown out in 
his former speech, of the necessity of em- 
ing in the volunteer service, as field 
oficer, either persons on half-pay, or per- 
sons who had once been in the army, but 
lad retired from it. They would be fully 


% serviceable as an increased number of’ 


sobaiterns, and would not create any greater 
expense. Great as the patriotism of those 
at the head of the volunteer establishment 
wat, it would not be expected that they 
could go through the permanent drudgery 
Of continual drills, That would only be 
fonducted by officers who, by a moderate 
aid secured pay, were attached to the diffe- 
rent Corps. 

. Mr, Curwen gbjected to many parts of the 
system, and hoped that apprentices who had 
been admitted into volunteer corps, would 
Not be taken away from their masters’; ser- 
vice, without some allowance in recompense. 
He disapproved of the practice of levying 
fines, and recommended an allowance of pay, 
but for what periad he would not take upon 
fimself to suggest. If gent. were still much 
itfached to the practice of fining, he thought 
aithe advantages that were expected from 
that Usage, could be secured by a reasonable 
(ediction. from such pay for every: non-at- 

‘Midance. The conditions of the sérvices 

Othe different volunteer corps were so va- 

§, that he much feared ‘no general code 

be formed for the regulations of so di- 


ihe 


Wand complicated a system, - 
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Mr. Fuller could. by no means be recon- 
ciled to the idea of allowing pay to field- 
officers, With respect to the idea of re- 
munerating the volunteer, which has been 
so much insisted on, he observed, that a 
generous public would not hesitate to re- 
ward him afterwards. Some of the hon. 
geutleman’s observations created much risi- 
bility in the House; but he declared, that 
attempts. to beat him down would be found 
ineffectual, and that no consideration what- 
ever should prevent him from speaking his 
mind. — Some explanatory conversation 
took place between Col. Eyre and Mr. Sec. 
Yorke, relative to the attendance of the 
adjutants, serjeant-majors, &c. 

Sir John Wrottesley expressed his opinion, 


‘that some general rule should be laid down 


which would go to meet the difficulties 
complained of. “With respect to this, how- 
ever, he thought the variety of the occupa- 
tions of the people of this country a disad- 
vantageous consideration, It might, not-- 
withstanling, be found that some degree. of 
military duty -would suit every respective 
description of the inhalitants, and which 
may be arranged by his Majesty’s ministers, 
with the assistance of, or carried into effect 
under, the superintendence of general 
officers. 

Mr. C. Wynne adverted to several re- 
maining cetails in the system, for which 
some efficient regulations ought to be esta- 
blished, particularly to the circumstance 
of farmers’ servants being allowed to be 
called out. He thought some provision 
should be made with respect to those who 
may be called out on permanent duty. On 
these points he thought something more ef- 
fectuai should be brought forward than had 
been as yet proposed. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke then proposed some 
farther amendments, which were without 
discussion ordered to be incorporated in 
the bill.—The chairman was then ordered 
to leave the chair, and to report the bill, 
with the amendments, to the House.—The 
House resumed, and ordered the réport to 
be now received,—The amendments were 
then formally agreed to by the House, and, 
on the motion of Mr. Sec. Yorke, the bill, 
as amended, was ordered to be printed, and 
the whole taken into farther consideration 
on Tuesday next. 





: HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, March 3, 
Minutes.]-—Sir John Cox Hippesley 


reported from the committee appointed to 
try the merits of the Coventry election, that 
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the sitting member, Peter Moore, Esq. was 
duly elected, but thar the petition was not’ 
frivolous nor vexatious—The mutiny bill 
was reported, and ordered to be read a 
third time on Monday.—Mr, Alexander ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill for permitting | 
thé importation of raw hides into Ireland 
in neutral bottoms, on the payment of the | 
same duties as in British or Irish bottoms.— | 
John Fane, Esq. brought up the report from | 
the committee on the London election, 
stating, that the sitting members for that 
city, aldermen Curtis, Price, Combe and 
Anderson were duly elected, and that the 
petition of Sir Watkin Lewes was frivo- 
lous and vexatious,—The royal marine mu- 
tiny bill went through a committee of the 
whole House, and the report was ordered 
_to be received on Monday,—Mr, Alexan- 
der presented a petition on behalf of cer- 
tain burgesses of the borough of Liskeard, 
praying to be heard on the subject of the 
election now depending before the House. 
-—Ordered to be taken into consideration at 
the same time as the other petition on this 
subject. 

{Irish Revenve Acts.J]—Mr. Alez- 
ander brought up the report of the commit- 
tee upon the Irish revenue acts. On the 
first resolution having been read, 

Mr, Corry rose to submit to the House 
some observations upon the resolutions 
which had been reported to the House. It 
appeared to him necessary to do so, in order 
to convey to the House a knowledge of the 
principle upon which the schédule was for- 
méd, He would be as succinct in his state- 
ment as was consistent with clearness of 
explanation, because it would be impossi- 
ble to enter into a detailed discussion, upon 
the subject, until the schedule was printed, 
and in the hands of the members of that 
House.—There were two preliminary ob- 
servations which he wished to make, viz. 
that the provisions to carry this schedule into 
effect belonged to the bill into which this 
schedule, if approved of by the house, would 
be afterwards introduced; and here he 
wished to: observe, that according to the 
principle always pursued with regard to the 
duties upon certain articles relating to the 
manufactures of ‘Ireland, particularly , the 
Jinen trade and the dyers’, though it was in- 
tended that all those articles should remain ° 
jn the same state in which they were, yet the 
freedom from those duties was not contained © 
in the schedule,’ but would be introduced in 
the bill. —The other observation he wished to 
make was this, that the limitation in point of 
‘time, if any such limitation should be thought 
fit, would be the subject of a clause in the bill. | 
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It would be, therefore, unnecessary for him: 
to dwell upon these points at present, he 
cause the proper time for discussing they’ 
would be in the committee on the bill, Tha 
schedule, which was calculated to promote 
the convenience of the merchants, and tp 
facilitate the better collection of the teva. 
nue, divided itself into eight heads. The ay 
related to the imports ; the 2d to the import 
of American articles, pursuant to the Ame” 
rican treaty ; the 3d the export duties upon 
all native articles of Ireland; the 4th related 
to the tonnage duty; the 5th to the-bounties 
on imports and exports; the 6th contained’ 
the inland excise; the 7th to the drawbacks’ 
of excise; and the 8th, to the countervailing: 
duties, pursuant to the Act of Union andthe 
Acts passed since. The schedule related 
only to the foreign trade of Ireland, and did 
not touch upon the trade between G, Britain’ 
ahd Ireland, which was regujated by the Ae . 
of Union. 
Act of Union, all foreign articles imported 
into Ireland through G. Britain, paid the 
same duties as if imported directly into Ire- 
land, This was a departure from the old’ 
system in Ireland. ‘There used to be a cer 
tain rate of duty retained in G. Britain upon’ 
foreign articles imported through this conn 
try into Ireland, therefore the duty was leg 
than upon the articles coming directly into 
Treland; ‘but this since the Union had been 
abandoned. He mentioned this, because the 
foreign column in the old schedule would 
not appear in the new one. It would be 
found in this schedule of rates, that many 
obsolete articles had been omitted, some at 
ticles were taken from the English book of 
rates, which were not in the Irish book,S0 
*much as‘to the form of the schedule. ‘The 
object of the schedule was a consolidation of 
the subsisting duties, and not an increase of 
revenue. He did not mean to say, that 
there was no increase upon some articles, and 
diminution upon others; but the object af 
the schedule was not an increase of revends, 
but a consolidation of the subsisting duties, 
with a view to the case of the mérchaot, and 
the better collection of the revenue. In casét 
where there were two duties upon articles 
for instance of 6d. each, they were consolis 
dated into the duty of 1s. On some articis 
there were duties ad valorem, and tated due 
ties, in which case the merchant was obliged 
to make a double entry. To prevent the 
trouble, the duty was brought to one deno 
mination, viz. either an ad valorem duty @ 
a rated duty.— Another thing to be observed 
was, that all fractions of a penny Wi 


charged to the nearest integer, that is to# 
if the duty was 17d, it was reduced to. 
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asa 13d. it was raisedto 2d. . The du- 
‘of customs were those subsisting under 
owing Acts, viz. the 40 Geo. 3d, 
Geo. 3d. c. 33, which related to tea, 


| uly, aod sugar ; the 42 Geo. 3d. c.. 117, 


which was the 34. per cent. Act, laying du- 
supon the import of foreign articles into 
and; and the 43 Geo. 3. c. 92, imposing 

9 per cent. These Acts contained the 

le of the import duties. —The second co- 
contained the drawbacks relating to 
fransit wade of Ireland: he meant fo- 
. articles imported into Ireland and then 
, The amount of this trade was 

p small, and did not ordinarily exceed 
9001. or 300,000!..a year. Of this, 


mo! consisted of the articles exported 


} Britain, and the remainder to foreign | 


gntries. The principles adopted with re- 
gudto drawbaeks, were two: the Ist. wasa 

iple that prevailed in Ireland before the 
Union, which was a principle of a full draw- 
uk of all..duties; and so far as the duties 
a were consolidated, the old principle 
of drawbacks was adhezed to. ‘There was 
wiher principle of drawback, arising out of 
the Union ; it had been adopted by Parlia- 
mept-as,a principle of ‘sound policy, that 
whatever regulations either country might 
make internally, with regard to its trade, 
lases, or manufactures, yet with regard to 
theirtrade with foreign countries, a princi- 


ple of equality should be maintained as far 


wit was practicable, inorder to give both 
Countries. an equal chance for the transport 
their. produce and manovfactures. «The 
new duties laid on since the Union were not 
dawn back, because there were correspond- 
ingdoties laid on inthis country. In the 
lstsession there was a duty laid on in this 
Ouniry of 121 per cent. which as it was con- 
as a war tax was not drawn back; 
there. was also a duty of 10 per cent. laid on 
itdreland, which was a permanent tax ap- 
Piopriated to the payment of the interest of 
the debt, and it. was proposed to give a 
dawback for this.10 per ceot.—Without 


‘Moubling the House farther upon this sub- 
{t,he would now proceed to make a few 
| Okervations upon the articles contained in 


the schedule, and he had the satisfaction to 
think that, with a very few. exceptions, he 
had met, by. anticipation, the wishes of the 
He had re- 
ttived.communications from the merchants 


‘Mihe citics of Dublin, Cork, and Waterford, 


adit. was a great satisfaction to know, that, 


‘Pietally speaking, their wishes had all been 


plied with, even by anticipation.” He 
balready stated where there was an ad va- 
Manda rated duty upon the same ar- 


Vou. I. 
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ticle, they were reduced to the same deno- 
mination ; in these cases the skill of the offi- 
cer making the calculation had been relied 
upon, and if any mistake should appear, it 
certainly was open to conviction. Some fo- 
reign manufactures would be found to be 
raised, such as cotton, muslin, and things of : 
that sort, in order to protect the British and 
Irish manofactures in the consumption of 
Ireland. There was one article of impor- 
tance, upon which he wished to say a few 
words, he meant the Newfoundland fishery, 
with regard to which the import duties were 
greater than those inthis country. ,But now 
the Newfoundland fish came into Ireland 
not only duty-free till 1808, ,but received\a 
bounty till May next. The duties upon the 
importation of oil and blubber were greater 
in Ireland than in G. Britain, but they were 
now made the same, and it was his inten- 
tion to propose that this trade should be put 
upon the same footing with respect to both 
countries. It would be observed that. the 
duty upon coffee was nearly doubled, but 
that arose from this circumstance: the Cus« 
tom daty was 6d. and the Excise duty 6d. 
but as the litter was badly collected, the 
Custom duty was raised to. 11d. leaving the 
Excise duty only 1d. for the purposes of re- 
gulation. Drugs were an .article.of great 
importance, and from the smallness of their 
bulk, and the greatness of their value, af- 
forded great opportunities of smuggling: the 
duty upon them was from 150 to 200 per 
cent., that duty was now reduced in order to 
take away the temptation. ‘of smuggling. 
The drugs imported for the purpose of the 
manufactures and the dying trade, would, 
in the provisions of the bill, be perfectly free 
from duty. With respect to the article of 
wood, the duties were merely consolidated, 
and not raised. The rates were not extend- 
ed in point of duty, but in point of the spe- 
cifications of the dimensions, In the article 
of staves there was a reduction, as it was 
much used in the provision trade.cf Ireland. 
This trade, he was sorry to state, now,sioed 
in need of assistance, but he hoped that: the 
languor of it was only occasional, and ‘not 
permanent.—With regard to the article of 
foreign salt, Ahe House would perceive.that 
the rate of duty upop, salt was, charged in 
Ireland by the bushel, which was; less than 
the Winchester bushel. This nidde. of dis- 
charging that article admitted of great va- 
riation in different ports, and great advan- 
tage could be given to the importer by having 
it pressed and heaped in.the measure... This 
was not only the case in different ports, but 
sometimes there was a considerable differ- 
anne in the admeasurement even in the same 
x 
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‘port, perhdps, from the inéorfectness of the 
officer. It was tow proposed that it should 
be discharged by weiglit, and not by mea- 
sure The weight of the Winchester bushel 
was 841b. upon which’ there was a duty of 
‘2s. it was now proposed ‘that it should be 
discharged ‘by the bushel of 56}b. in the 
same manner as the British salt imported 
into Ireland. ‘With respect ‘to saltpetre,- it 
stood as it’ did ‘last szssion, when the duty 
‘was reduced from 7s. 6d. to 3d. the cwt. By 
the 43 Geo. I[f. there was a duty laid on the 
article of provisions going to foreign’ coun- 
tries of 4 per cent.: to this duty British pro- 
Visions were subject. But previous’ to this 
duty, there was an old subsisting duty upon 
the export of provisions from Ireland, so that 
in fact, there was a greater duty upon Irish 
‘provisions than upon British. This inequa- 

ity 1t was nOW prtoposed to reduce, so as to 
‘put both countries on equal terms.—The 
object of the next article of ‘the schedule 
was, to carly into effect the American 
treaty, and the regulations were the-same for 
both countries, with this exception, that the 
countervailing duties laid on American ton- 
‘nage in this country was not adopted in Ire- 
land. The old export duty on the export of 
native articles from Ireland was made in ge- 
‘neral the’same to all parts of the world, and 


the bounties on imports and exports remain- | 


ed the same.—With regard to the draw- 
‘backs upon sugar, it was necessary to ob- 
‘serve, that the sugar duties in England were 


‘made annual, in Jieu of the land tax, which - 


‘was sold ; and this was done upon a consti- 
‘tutional principle, to ensure the frequent 
calling of Parliament, ‘The sugar duties va- 
‘ried sometimes, and of course so did the 
drawbacks; the duty upon this article in 
‘Treland was founded upon the same prin- 
ciple, and ‘was therefore voted annually, and 
could not be introduced into the schedule, 
‘which related only topermanent duties.—The 
“duty upon malt would not be found in this 
schedule, because it was proposed to vote it 
‘annually in Ireland, upon the same consti- 
“tational ‘principle to which he had before 
adverted, and therefore must form the sub- 
‘ject of a separate bill. The duty on licences 
‘was in some degree changed. The grocers’ 
licences were formerly 31. for cities, 21}. for 
market towns, and 11. for the rest of the 
‘kingdom. It was now proposed to make 
them 31, for cities and towns returning 


members to Parliament, and 21. for the rest - 


of the kingdom. Factors dealing in home- 
. made spirits were subject to a licence duty ; 
it was now proposed’to extend tliat duty to 
déalers in foreign spirits. —-The next article 
of the schedule related to the drawbacks: of 


‘free from the export duty. 





Excise Duties, and upon these there wag» 
change proposed. The next head relaig 
the countervailing duties 5 it was proj 
consolidate the duties under the Acta 
Union, and those of the 43d Geo. I] [yg 
92.—He had now stated the principle ofl, 
measure, and he hoped it would meet yj 
the approbation of the mercantile peopleriy 
Ireland, which he was sure would bey 
strong recommendation to that House. Ap 
proposed alterations or amendments he hot 
‘be very ready to listen to, and he waggyp 
that that house and ministers would doggy 
thing m their power to guard and prot 


trade of Jreland, which they had aljgy 


watched over with the most ‘paternal gq 
tender solicitude.—He concluded with gig 
ing, -that he hoped the -printed schedily 
would be in the hands of the member 
that house by Monday, and that in-aify 
days he should be able to bring in thet), 
or bills, upon these resolutions. dt 

Mr. Foster said, he did not mean to ene 
into any observations upon the subject thes, 
but he wished the hon. gent. would laybe 
fore the house a list of such obsolete artis 
as had been left out of the schedule. Hews 
glad to hear that the merchants of Ireland 
were so well satisfied with this schedule; 
cause he inferred from thence, that theday 
upon the export of linen, which had be 
so much complained of in Ireland, was aba 
doned. in 

Mr. Corry expressed the satisfactions 
would have given him, had any alterationd 
this kind been practicable, bot that no sudh 


| alteration was contained in the schedule, fe 
was sorry he bad not made himself morei> 


telligible-to the rt hon.gent. Noperson coil 
be mére anxious than he was to be favomp 
able to Ireland, particularly when its firstanl 
most important article of export was in que 
tion; but he thought it would be unfai 
inconsistent with the principles of the nial 
if the articles of the one country didi 
leave the ports of the other precisely anit 
the same circumstances as they woulddoit 
ports where such articles were manvfactiitel, 
It was fair that articles of cotton manultt 
ture should go from the ports of Ireland wi 
the same duty as from this country. ti 
none of the manufactures of this country'walt 
Would it thea 
be reasonable that Irish linen going out 
British linen should be free from the exp 
duty while the British linen was subject 
it?’ In this case the British mannfactilt 
must labour under an almost insuperablem 
advantage, a disadvantage of not less ™™ 
4 per cent. Bat the great object’ 
raise the-taxes within the year, and 
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ooning in debt to this country, as the prac- 
teebad hitherto been ; and in order toavoid 
sevil, which was certainly the greater of 

two evils, some inconveniency must be 
“gbmitted to, which ought to be less felt 
hen itis farther considered that this duty 
sly operated as a war tax, and that conse- 
gently it would terminate with the war.— 
‘putit was still less to be complained of when 
jtwas considered that every article used io 


the different stages of that manufacture 


gomesiin free of duty, and that a bounty 
likewise is given on its exportation. —The rt. 
hon gents here begged leave tu put a Case: 
linen of irish manufacture and linen 
of knglish or Scotch manufacture were to 
jave'the same port, and were destined for 
thesame market, would not the British ma- 
aufacturer have a right to complain were he 


forpay'a duty from which the Irish mauu- 


fictarer was not only exempted, but enjoyed 
the additional advantage also of a premiom, 
adof the free import of his raw materials ? 
He would appeal to any Irishman, however 
indifferent he might be.to the interests of his 
country, if he would not think himself enti- 
tied loudly to complain did the converse of 
fecha proposition really exist? How, there- 


| fate, could we require from others what we 


thoold be unwilling to concede ourselves? He 
would be sorry in any degree to disappoint 
thafrt. hon. gent. or to meet his disapproba- 
fion in this measure, whose care he knew 
had been uniformly directed to the support 
and-prosperity of that manufacture. Rather 
incur disapprobation, indeed, he flatier- 
himself that he also would be considered 
#its warm supporter, and as a coadjutor to 
those who were its best friends. He would 
behappy, indeed, to exonerate that manu- 
facture from the duty in question, but found 
that it could not be done consistently with 
the other interests of the country, and with- 
Oitthe greatest injustice to the British ma- 
Mifacturer. As an honest man,. therefore, 
hewas decidediy of opinion, that no such 
‘eniption could be made. : 
Mr. Foster was not disposed to enter into 


“‘Myrargument on the subject; nor did he 


five his opinion whether such a duty should 
Orshould not be laid on that manufacture. 
whad only concluded, from the face of 
the'tigbt hon. gent’s. statement, that, that 
ty'was'to be removed, If he had been 
into an error, it was with the right hon. 
himself that that error originated ; for 
®had certainly stated that the schedules he 
‘submitted to the House, bad met with 
thé) approbation of the manufacturers and 
ints, whose: approbation, fram what 


of their sentiments, was: not to be - 


tained by a contiquance of the duty. He 
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was sorry it was not taken off, but he did not 
mean to ester into the propriety either of 
doing, or of not doing so. Kian 

Mr. Corry begged leave to put the right 
hon... gent,.right.. He had not really used 
the words to whith the right hon. gent. bad 
alluded. He bad only expressed his hope 
that it would meet the.approbation of all the 
mercantile interest cf the country. .He had 
received letters fiom the merchants of Cork, 
stating certain circumstances and certain re- 
quisitions that would be acceptable to them. 
A'l these he bad complied with. in the sche- 
dule by anticipation, aod hoped they would 
therefere be picased. The merchants of Bel- 
fast had desited the measure to be postponed, 
and for this reasov he had delayed it for some 


r time; but they had come. forward with no 


requisitions whatever. In letters from Dub- 
lin a drawback. on salt had been requested, 
and this was one instance, and, except ano+ 
ther of very little moment, the only instance, 
in which he had not complied with what he 
knew to be the wish of those who, were con- 
cerned, 

Mr, Dawson complimented the right hon. 
gent. on the pers;.icuity and clearness with 
which he had expressed himself, and thought 
that his statement ought. in this respect to 
give general satisfaction; but said, that on 
his rewora home after the last session, he was 
very much blamed by his constituents for not 
Opposing the tax when it was imposed. His 
silence, he confessed, was owing entirely to 
ignorance, as he was not aware that such a 
duty had been imposed. He was one of those 
who had oppesed the Union; but as soon as 
that act of the Legislature had_ passed, he 
had done all. in, his power to make it as pala- 
table as. possible. He was sorry, therefore, 
to see one of the first acts of the united le- 
gislature have so great a tendency to depress 
the staple commodity, and almost the sole 
manufacture of. Ireland. Sucha step, he 
thought, must make the union still more un- 
popular than avy thing that had hitherto 
been done, 

Mr. Alexander did not see why the North 
of Ireland should be exempted from any of 
those duties that were necessary ta support 
the government, more than apy other part 
of the empire. He thought the situation of 
the state required some exertion, and did not 
apprehend that the linen trade was at all suf- 
fering under the tax. Noclass of labourers 
in Europe were better paid than those con. 
nected with the’linen manufacture in Ire- 
land, and therefore none, he thought, were 
better able to contribute to the support of the 
state. It would be.enough if they were re- 
lieved from the tax when the situation of the 
country could admit of it. 
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‘Mr. Atkins said, he did not think there 
were.any grounds for taking off this duty; 
there were between thirty and forty articles 
émployed in the linen manufacture: of Ire- 
land, imported duty-free, which was not the 
case with English manufactures. 

Mr. Hawthorne thought the tax in ques- 
tion could be no. reasonable subject of com- 
plaint, when it was considered that it was 
not.a'permanent tax, but intended to con: 
tinue only during the war. “Upon this prin- 
ciple. it met with his concurrence, though, 
otherwise, he confessed he should have been 
disposed to oppose it. é 

Lord De Blaquicre maintained that, not- 
withstanding the tax complained of, they 
still go to market with advantage, as had 


been fully explained by his right hon. friend. . 


The duty his lordship considered not as a 
burden, but rather as a subject of glory, that 
they were called upon to pay their quota in 
support ofthe country in the present crisis. 

Lord Castlereagh did not wish that it 
should go abroad that the linen trade was 
taxed more than it could really bear. 
truth was, that the tax as in every other ar- 
ticle of manufacture must fall not on the 
manufacturer, but on the consumer. The 
great question was, whether the tax was of 
such a nature as to prevent the manufac- 
turer's going toa foreign market, or if it was 
of such an extent as to operate as an em- 
bargo on the export of the article? But. if 
the tax was of such a nature, his lordship 
maintained, as not toshake the export nor 
to narrow the-circulation of the article in a 
foreign market, there could be no reasonble 
objection |to-its imposition, particularly ‘when 
justified by other circumstances. Otherwise 
his lordship allowed that that tax would cer- 
tainty be impolitic. Another question that 
would naturally occur. on this subject was, 
whether the export during the operation of 
the tax was greater or less than in former 
‘years, when unencumbered with the tax? 
The duty fell at all. events so moderately on 
the linen traders, that they were not en- 
titled to complain, unless it could be shewn 
that it affected in any material degree their 
usual rate of exportation, 

Lord De Blaguiere did not understand 
that there were any particular complaints 
in Ireland on the subject. The opinions 
of the people there were not particularly 
hostile to the measure. ; 

Mr... Foster stated, that in regard to the 
Jinen board, no opinion .had been asked of 
them, nor had they entered into any reso- 
lution, or given any opinion on the'sub- 
ject. He understood it, however, to be 


the general desire of people in Dublin to . 


The, 
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have the tax removed. The question gy. 
lies before the linen board ina state afin, 
decision. He’ would wish, he said; Mg 
have the different statutes on the subjeet 
laid beforethe House. same 
Mr. Corry ackowledged that ‘resolatigy 
had been entered into at the meeting» 
which the right hon. gent. alluded, bgp 
that that meeting had been called mere 
‘to explain the grounds of the tax. » Athy 
same time there was no disapprobation eg 
pressed, and considering the att 
which the right hon. gent. himself had givey 
to the subject, he was willing to considy 
his not expressing positive disapprobatign 
as a tacit ackhowledgment that’ the me, 
sure was justifiable, for he wag cettay 
that if that right hon. gent. regardeditiy 
measure as incompatible with the» publi 
good, he would not have hesitated: tohay 
given it his most decided and pere 
negative, Since this was not. the case, ihe 
was willing to construe his silence in 
probation. With respect to the motions 
laying the’ different statutes before th. 
House, he would accede to it withthe 
greatest. satisfaction, but. it would a 
ces:arily require some time.—The repo 
was agreed to, and a bill ordered tobe 
prepared and brought in accordingly, 
After which, tip 
Mr. Corry moved, that a_ list ofthe 
articles contained in the book of rateg 
act of Parliament be laid before the Hout, 
with some other papers connected withih 
Irish revenue, which was agreed tora 
cordingly. es 
Ar. Foster them moved for some accouns 
relative to the real and official value ofthe 
exports and imports of Great Britain toan 
from Ireland. — Agreed to. —- Also, ‘that 
there be laid before the House copies 
extracts of the divers proclamations whith 
have been made in Great Britain orle 
land, respecting corn, meal, or malt; Indian 
corn, rice, or potatoes, &c. since the wnidl, 
to the latest period the same can be’ mak 
up. Ordered, i 
Mr. Dawson moved, that there bevdiid 
before the House, an account of all lie 
imported from Great Britain or relat 
distinguishing that which was manufactuttd 
in Ireland since the union, to the sth 
nuary 1804, distinguishing each yeaty 
dered. vat 
HOUSE OF LORDS...) a 
Monday, March 5. -°™ 
(Mrwvtes.]—The various bills: belt 
the House were forwarded in “their 
spective stages, and some routine by "4 
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disposed of.— Mr. Alexander, attended by 
gveral: embers, brought up the mutiny 
which was read a first time. 
fCatuotic CoRRESPONDENCE,.] — 
The Harl of Suffolk took the oppertunity fo 
ate, that it was his intention, after the 
recess, should no other peer more compe- 


ent to-do justice to the subject than him- 


wifcome forward on the occasion, to call 
fiewttention of the House to am affair of 
qnsiderable importance, and which had 
heen the subject of a correspondance be- 
tween a nobleand learned lord (Redesdale), 
gd@another lord in Ireland (the Earl of 
l. 
firs Mayesty's Inpisposition.J—The 
older was then read for their lordships to re- 
give into a committee on the Duke of 
York's estate bill, and on the question 
ing put, 
ee ior Chancellor quitted the wool- 
sick, and observed, that relative toa bill of 
fhepeculiar natore of the present, his Ma- 
sty's concurrence was more especially ne- 
cary. He, therefore, rose for the pur- 
poe of informing the House, that he had 
the honour, yesterday, of an interview with 
hisMajesty, and which was repeated this 
day; that he had informed his Majesty of 
the ‘contents of this bill, and that his Ma- 
jesty was graciously pleased to say, with re- 
ference to the same, that, as far as his 
Majesty's interest was concerned, their lord- 
ships might proceed with the bill.—The bill 
then passed the committee without observa- 
tion or amendment, and was ordered to be 
teported to-morrow. 
‘finisn Banx Restriction Brit jJ— 
On the motion for the second reading of 
the bank of Ireland restriction bill, 
‘Lord King rose to state seveval observa- 


tions, which he felt it his duty to do, as he’ 


had reason to hope they would be not 
Wholly. without their use, although he 
thould not formally resist the motion, The 
diseassion which had already taken place on 
this important subject, had, he was per- 
suaded, produced much benefit. The prin- 


‘iples he had frequently submitted to their 


lordships, were of that nature, that the more 
they'were examined, the more conviction 
theycarried with them; and so imperious 
Was'their necessity in the present circam- 


Wances of the nation; that. he could not be 


foo urgent with theirlordships to give them 
their serious and repeated consideration. 
The state of Ireland grew daily into a 
tronger proof of the accuracy of his former 
‘Mguments. He would call on-every noble 
hid connected with that country, te give 
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testimony to the truth of that assertion. He 
wished those noble lords to lay before the 
Hoase’ their own personal information on 
this subject ; for it was his sincere desire, 
that the real grounds of his anxiety should 
be as plain to their lordships, as to himself. 
The fact was, that the bank paper io Tre- 
land was so depreciated as to be at a discount 
of 10 percent. It was: falling every day 
into more discredit. The consequent dis- 
tress was scarcely to be imagined. ©All ar- 
ticles of consumption rose so rapidly, and 
distrust was so generally spread, that the 
evil was most truly alarming. He called 
upon any one conversant with the internal 
affairs of Ireland, to deny what he asserted. 
But there was a proof of the depreciation of 
bank paper that could not be refuted, in the 
conduct of his Majesty's oficers io Treland. 
They paid themselves their salaries and pen- 
sions at par. If the bank paper was good | 
for that for which it was issued, why not 
take it themselves? No! for they know 
they must lose 10 percent. by it. Jf one 
of those officers had 100]. to receive, he 
knew it would prodace him no more than 
goi. if in bank paper; and, therefore, he 
took care to be paid at par. His lordship, 
contended, if this was reasonable because of 
the depreciation, that all other persons should 
be paid in hke manner. Whoever were not 
so paid, were defrauded. The depreciation, 
however, was established by the fact of 
those officers being paid at par; if it were 
not otherwise notorious. And this deprecia- 
tion was the result of the bank being re- 
stricted from paying its issues in cash. If 
it were not so, he would beglad to hear 
what beside occasioned it. He knew that at- 
tempts were made to account for it otherwise, 
It was said that the distarbed ‘state of the 
country and the apprehension of invasion, 
But fact was against this 
reasoning. Jn the last war, when there was 
an open rebeilion in Ireland, when a French 
army was in the country, and a French fleet 
off the coast, the discount was only at 9 per 
cent. while in 1802, in time of peace, it 
was from 12 to 13 percent. It isthe quan- 
tity of paper issued by the Bank, that is the 
cause. Those issues have been rising in 
their month!y proportion from th: time the 
restriction took place. In the last year they 
had increased beyond those: of the preceding 
year, nearly 400,000). ‘They had increased, 
on the whole, to five times their amount at 
the time the bank restriction bill first passed. 
But they could not increase, inthis enor- 
meus disproportion, without falling in their 
value. The reason is simple, There is no 
check against issuing bank notes beyond the 
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seal demand for them, that is to say, be- 
yond that capital they represent when the 
transaciion is fair, but their being cunver- 
tible, «at the pleasure of the holder, -into 
gold at the bank. This is a natural and 
inevitable check against improper issues ; 
for, when such‘are attempted, the overflow 
of bank notes is apparent, the holders are 
alarmed, and go to the bank and demand 
cash. The check is, therefore, perfect. 
The bank finds this ; and knows it cannot 
issue too many notes without the attempt 
recoiling on themselves. But, such is the 
delicate nature of this affair, that though this 
check is compl«te, no other can be found. 
Even -the integrity of the directors them- 
selyes is no check ; they cannot tell when 
the issues \grow too large, if they are now 
convertible into cash. It was the custom of 
the Banks of England and Ireland, to keep 
a certain quantity of cash to answer current 
demands. Atter the passing of the bank 
Festriction bill, they could replace that sum 
in their coffers by notes; for they must, 
thenceforth, pay notes with notes, and the 
money in their chests would produce inte- 
rest. This compels an increased issue, and 
that depreciates the paper, and that again, 
by degrees, increases the issues. But there 
is no criterion by which to know when they 
get too far, because the overflow cannot be 
¢arried back ‘to the Bank for cash. He 
meant to say, there was no simple criterion, 
without danger. There was a criterion, in- 
deed, but it was a dangerous one. ‘The de- 
preciation proves the disproportioned issues ; 
but that it is slow in its operation, as a proof, 
the fact-at present too plainly proved. The 
directors, therefore, themselves meaning 
perfectly justly, may be very long before 
they discover that they have made too large 
issues. But, if there could be fraud sup- 
posed, to what ruinonsextremes might not 
issues be carried ? ‘There being no criterion 
of their excess, but the disappearing of 
gold, and the depreciation of the notes, the 
palpable discovery of the excess, and the 
total annihilation of the notes, might be one 
and the same act. lt was not to be for- 
gotten, that the first depreciation of the 
-motes was the only slow operatién in this 
kind of transaction. After the first, the de- 
preciation goes on: rapidly, till. they may 
suddenly crumble to dust, as has been seen 
in many ‘instances, which their lordships 
would easily.call:to mind. He, therefore, 
conceived this to be a subject too weighty 
for their lordships to treat it otherwise than 
with the» most solemn ‘consideration. He 
did not mean to impute wrong to the mo- 
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tives of the Irish bank directors, fors 
enormous issues he had remarked: Dheip 
private characters were unimpeached, Bi 


. he must say, they were extremely reprehen. 


sible’ in their public capacity, for the exo 
of the issues. Every man in Irelandaphy 
received 1001. was robbed, by the operating 
of that excess, of 101., while the bask pro. 


‘prietors were the only gainers by this system, 


Having no call for cash, they may e 

their capital, producing interest ; and: theip 
excess of paper producing interest alg 
Thus they had. increased their dividend ogg 
per cent. within the last year, and the pticg 
of their stock was continually increasing 
He had, ona former occasion, proposed that 
the Bank of Ireland should be compellediy 
pay their notes in Bank of England notes 
Had this been adopted, there would’ pif 
have been this discount on Bank of dreland 
notes. ‘The Bank of Svotland are compelled 
to pay in Bauk of England notes ; and theip 
notes: are at par. It-would be the 

with the Irish Bank, if it was onde 
same compulsion, [It bad been said, ‘that 
to obtain Bank of England notes, it ony 
purchase them with gould ; and, therefor 
tocompel it to pay in those notes was 
compel it to pay in gold. But he denied 
that. The Irish Bank would purchase te 
Bank of England notes with “bills of & 
change, as al! other articl s of merchandit 
are bought. The sole effect would be% 


make the notes of the two Banks convertible 


into-each other, which they ought tobe} 
and, therefore, to prevent the Bank of Ine 
land notes being at a discount. There was a 


other great evil occasioned by the overflow 


of Bank of Ireland notes, which fell chi 
ov the’ labouring classes of people. 
was the forgery of these notes. Tosoth 


“length had this gone, that no person in'th 


interior and remote parts of lreland would 
take a bank note without the person's naine 
who had it being indorsed on it. But @ 
what use was this to the ignorant labour 
in Connaught, who could not read? if 
his note was forged with which he went 


buy bread, he could not read thenamesof 


those who semed ‘to stand as his pledges for 
its validity. The loss of forged notes, there 
fore, chiefly fell onthe very poorest oftht 
people. -On the whole, his lordship mai 
tained, that the present bill created »all thot 
evils he had stated, especially the depresi 
tion of the bank notes, and the rate oft 
change with this;country. Of this lattet, 
he would give one more eminent proofy lt 
a quarter where the bank notes ‘had 


yet got into a general circulation, — 
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jorth of Ireland, exchange was at par, or, 
je believed, something above par. 
tyold- not move the clause in the com- 
mittee, to, which he had alluded ; but there 
qere clauses in the bill oa which he would 
re occasion to offer some observation. 
the Earl of Limerick observed, that the 
goble lord had vot thought proper to bring 
forward that charge against His Majesty's 
oficers in Ireland, who had paid certain 
seagions and salaries at par, which -he had 
threatened on a former night; and, there- 
fire, he supposed his lordship had abandon- 
@it, having found on better information, 
fat it was untenable. He hal pledged 
himself, and would pave been glad to have 
met his lordship that charge. With 
respect to the bill, his lordship said, it was 
foo late to discuss the policy of it, after pass- 
ing the Bank of England restriction bill. 
The Bank of Ireland must be restricted, as 
lng as the bank of England is, And it 
would be as unjust to demand of the Bank af 
Itland to pay in cash, as to make that de- 
mand on the country private Banks. He 
had-lost a great deal, as well as others, by 
thediscount, He did not mean to trouble 
heir lordships further ; but he felt bimself 
tilled upon to say thus much, by what fell 
| fom the noble lord. 
Lord King rose to explain. He had never 
pledged himself to bring forward a charge 
wainst his Majesty's officers in Ireland, for 
pying at par. He only required to know 
the fact; without stating the use he meant 
tomake of it. As to what he said to night 
@ the point of paying at par, he only ob- 
wtved incidentally, that those officers pay 
themselves at par, which was acknowledging 
lat Bank of ireland notes were not worth as 
mech'as they were issued for; and also, that 
tity might have paid others at par as well as 
themselves, 
«Lord Grenville said, the noble Earl had 
made a strange assertion, when he said, it 
Would be as unjust. to ask the Bank of 
Ieland.to pay in cash, as to. make the 
me demand of the private and country 
bnks.. His lordship did not seem to 
te aware, that the legislature had never 
interfered, and God forbid it ever should, 
Wenable private banks to pay their own 
ies in a depreciated circulation. To 
tienoble lord who opened the debate, the 
wanttry. was highly indebted for bringing 
‘WWwardthe discussion. He agreed with the 
thle lord, that much good had resulted 
{om former discussions on this subject. The 
indstry and talents employed by his lordship 
 Mthisintricate question, had afforded much 


d toevery impartia! person. As to the | 
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i bill before the House, he had, on a former 
He | 


occasion, moved for certain papers, which, 
though not a positive rule to shew the pro- 
portion’ between paper and cash, woutd have 
The 
House had negatived that motion. Of that 
negative he. would say nothing; he would 
only observe, that, since every door was to 
be shut, every information with-held, it 
would be better for their lordships to pass 
every measure without discussion ; and he 
must add, that that was the only instance he 
ever knew in that House of such papers be- 
ing denied. He had reason tu believe, if 
the papers had been produced, they would 
have shewn the proportion of paper over 
cash to be inconceivable. “In one account 
which he had seen, of a receiver-general of 
the land-tax, in 1COl. he had received only 
ll, in cash. He believed this case not to be 
singular. Aad the excess of paper, as he 
had argued on a former-occasion, he believed 
to be owing chiefly to the operation of ‘the 
bank restriction act. » Since 1797, when that 
act passed, the issues of the Bank of En- 
gland had doubled, and those of the Bank 
of Ireland had grown to five times as mach 
as they were at that period. It had been 
urged, that he was not consistent, in op- 
posing this bill, since he was one of those 
with whom the. measure originated. He 
owned the share he had in that.. But he bad 
contemplated it as a measure of necessity 
only, excused only by the peculiar cireum- 
stances which called for it. Because he 
had given it his approbation, first for a short, 
period, then for the remainder of the last 
war, it did not follow that he was bound to 
prolong it during the peace, ,and afterwards 
again to the conclusion of the present war. 
And is it to be argued, that because he had 
recommenced a temporary measure from 
necessity, he was to support it ever after ? 
He would submit to no such argument. 
And, if he had seen that this measure had 
produced great evil, and that the evil was 
increasing, he would say, that. he was the 
more bound to recommend the’ House now 
to recall it, for having been ote to intro- 
duce it; vor would he shrink from his duty, 
from the dread of being deemed inconsistent, 
—The noble ear! used but one argument for 
the bill, which was, since the Bank of En- 
gland Restriction Biil is passed, you must 
also pass this, He believed that was too 
true. But he would argue from that, the 
necessity of revising the whole measure, of 
reconsidering the whole system. The subject 
could not be too often, too much dwelt upon 
by their lord-hips it. might be said, tha¢ 
the English Bavk Restriction Bil] cannot be 
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repealed this session ; this was no reason for 
‘dismissing the policy of the bill without dis- 
cussion.. No.one, he believed, would wish 
to see the bill rashly or hastily repealed. It 
must be done deliberately and with prepara- 
“tion. But their lordships might weigh the 
subject now and hereafter, and be prepared 
to ‘re-establish the Bank on its old founda- 
tion, without any violation of their lordships 
rules:—The threat of ruin that menaced 


from the-present situation of the country, as 


to its circulation, was great. The recurring 
to. the old system was the only road of safety. 
The ablest writer on subjects of this nature, 
who had reduced the chaos of maxims to a 
philosophical order and luminous principles, 
Dr, A. Smith, had said, there were two.sorts 
of paper, distinct in their character from each 
other; the former, by which the great dealers 
carried on their traffic; and the other, by 
which the consumer bought of the -small 
dealer. When the latter paper, he adds, 
comes to be prevalent, the nation is in great 
danger ; andif, insuch a case, it be-invaded, 
it is impossible to contemplate the conse- 
quences without horror, The case put by 
this gredt man seemed to be nearly complet- 
ing. In Ireland, the depreciation of the cir- 
culation is already very great ; here there 
are symptoms of depreciation of the circula- 
tion. There is nothing to be seen between 
the consumer and dealer but paper. What 
Dr. Smith deprecated has arrived in part, 
‘and the rest is hastening on.—Need he in- 
form their lordships why the able writer 
spoke with such terror of an invasion, with 
such previous circumstances? it is because 
the only medium by which the great bulk of 
the nation, the labouring people, can pro- 
eure bread, in such a case, is a paper cir- 
culation, which is annihilated instantaneous- 
ly by aninvasion. Suppose the enemy land- 
ed, and in possession of a town on the sea 
-eoast, which has a bank, the centre of a 
district ; that is, whose notes are the only 
circulation for 20 or 30 miles round. The 
notes would (for the moment at Icast) be 
annihilated, and the entire Jabouri: g class 
_would be reduced, not merely to bezsgary, 
but to want. The borror of such a scene is 
too great to be pictured. He would give 
their lordships an instance, which might 
shew what Was to be expected in case of 
actual invasion. Areport was spread in the 
town of Newcastle, that the enemy was 
landed. Instantly there was a run on all the 
banks of that town. The proprietors were 
obliged-to send messengers post to London, 
not for Bank of England notes, they would 
go no more.than the country notes, bat for 
gold. The shock was given all the way 
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from Newcastle to London, and produced ¢ 
like effects, If such was the result ¢ 
alarm, what would an actual invasion g 
Their lordships would easy conceive, byg 
rying their eyes forward to the hy 
destructive progress such things make} 
lordship proceeded to point out the injariog 
effects which the restriction originally ig. 
posed on the Bank of England had produce 
in Ireland, by occasioning a similar restric, 
tion’on the bank there. Not only had j 
operated to the disadvantage of merchantyig 
their pecuniary transactions, but: pecoliaa 
grievous was it to the middling and low 
orders of the community, by whom the é. 
preciation of the paper currency, which yy 
forced upon them by virtue of, this newp. 
striction, was felt as an actual diminutiong 
their income, and the consequent enhang 
ment of the price of the necessaries of life 
He again deprecated the idea of the Me 
being taken up as a party question, or cop 
nected with any set of politics. He views 
it in its consequences as materially iny 
the welfare of the bulk of the people int 
United Kingdom of Ireland, upon whom, 
want of a sufficient quantity of the circalt 
ing medium of coin produced the most de 
tressing consequences, and diffused a spint 
of dissatisfaction, complaint, and 
and which the proposed continuance of 
restriction on the bank, his lordship comb 
dered, as ill-calculated to retrieve.—Afit 
expatiating upon these topics considerably 
detail, his lordship expressed his satisfactim 
at the appointment of an inquiry into th 
subject in Ireland, and his earnest wish Wi 
that an investigation should be set on 
on the part of both Houses, as the subjects 
fected G. Britain as well as lreland. It was! 


no means, as he had before observed, too lag 


and one great object for consideration, i 
endeavouring to remedy the evils of ang 
cessive paper circulation, should be, a gw 
dual taking off the restriction upon the batt 
that corporation should be enabled, but gm 
dually, to resume their cash paymeots: i 

however, without due and fuli notice beim 
given. The withdrawing of the small neg 
from circulation, would necessarily indid 
the introduction-of ‘cash to the like amot 

to fillupthe chasm ; this, of course, shd 

not be hastily done.—Suppose, he obsertth) 
that within 3 months the one pound nosy 
were to be called in, and, in ‘another # 


sequent interval, the notes of two pound, 0m . . 
most salutary effects would be produced@gy 


reference to what he had suggested. “I 
were, however, only parts of the @ 
which might be recommended to the 
tion of a general committee of inquitfy 
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pediency of which, under the present cir- 

mstances of the country, the noble lord 
nnly and impressjvely enforced, 

ord Hawkesbury observed, that the ar- 


attempted to be drawn, An inyéstiga- 
into the affairs of the Bank of Ireland 
d, in the present circumstances of the 
try, produce an injurious rather than a 
ficial effect. No case had been made 


erence. The itconvenicncies which it 

d produce, and the alarm which it 
gould excite throughout the country, would 
x more than counterbalance aby supposed 
gvantages which would attend it., The bill 
@restrictivn which it had been found ne- 
cewary {0 continue for some years past,was, he 
“3 yeady to confess, not a measure in itself 
Einble, but which was found necessary to 
mevent greater inconveniencies than if such 
abill had not passed. The experience of a 
w years had pointed out the expediency of 
ha measure, nor did he apprehend it was 
ate of warfare, and when the minds of 
mioy were alarmed with the threats of in- 
ion, to revert to the old system of ad- 
ting payments in specie to be demanded 

fhe bank. It was true, that a considerable 
erease in the quantity of notes had been 
id by the Bank of Ireland since the mea- 

lire of restricting the payment in specie had 
adontede It was to be Observed ai the 

ime twne, that this did not produce a pro- 
Pattionate decrease in the quantity of the 
turrent coin, and this his lordship thought 
ald be clearly proved from an examination 
[Yarious official documents, some of which 
held his hand, and from facts which bad 
uirred in the history of coining in this 
intry.—In the year 1793, the number of 
Movincia! banks were at least 400, find 
Milbin a given period after the restriction 
Ms laid on, they were-in number from 050 
W300, He contended, that the paper cir- 
Gilation did not tend to drive the coin out 
e country. A diminution of the. cash 

€ country, to whatever degree it may 
onally take place, was attributable to 
different causes: it may arise fiom the 
Paance of trad: and of payments, which, 
Mithey were in favour or against a country, 
d either to extract cash or to cause an 
kof it. The demands for coin at the 
were, during his Majesty’s reign, and 
especially the latter part.of it, ancom- 

ly greater than at any fornier periods : 
the present reign, the coinages .ex- 


4.0:4,000,COJ]. ; in his iate Majesty’s 


litically safe and adviseable in the present” 





reign 11,000,0001.; in that of George I. 
§,000,000!. ; of Queen Anne 2,000,000; 5 
and in King Wilfiam’s reign 10,000,0001.; 
for the last twenty years 32,000,0001. were 
coined. So much for the amount of ‘specie 
coined and circulated within the country, at 
different periods. ‘On this ground; therefore, 
no deficiency could have happened, as to 
the quantity of the current coin. The scar- 
city which had arisen must have operated 
from extraneous and temporary circum. 
stances. Such were the two years of scar- 
city, during the years 1796 and 1797 ; in 
addition to which, large sums were sent out 
of the country in the way of loans, or fo- 
reign subsidies, during the war in which 
this country wa3 then‘engaged. But when 
bountiful seasons afterwards succeeded, and 
the continental war drew to a close, money 
never became more plentiful. ‘This was 
particularly the case during the latter part 
of 1797 and 1798 ; and that, too, at a period 
when the réstriction from payment in specie 
was imposed upon the Bank of Engtand. 
These considerations sufficiently proved that 
the stoppage of the bank was not the catise 
of the evil complained of, but that it was 
owing to the large remittances in cash which 
had been sent to foreign countries in pur- 
chase of corn, and which amounted to se- 
veral millions, and to the large subsidies and 
loans to foreign princes, as well as to the 
considerable sums sent for the support of 
our armies in foreign parts. In 1799, an- 
other unfavourable season occurred, which 
produced effects still more injurious than the 
former, and this was again succeeded by a 
similar bad harvest in 1860. During these 
two years, no Jes a-sum than between 20 
and 30 millions had been paid to foreign 
countries for corn and other afticles of pro- 
vision, which produced, of course, a great 
effect in the balance of trade with other 
countries. Added to which, in 1769, the 
continental war was renewed, fresh treaties 
were entered into, and fresh loans and sub- - 
sidies were sent to foreign powers, without 
also taking into the account the vety con- 
siderable expense which was incurred, and 
the sums sent abroad on account of the 
Egyptian armament. Atl these causes had 
more or less their combined influence to pro- 
duce that scarcity of cash which ‘had been 
so much complained of throughout “the 
country. In the present perplexed state of 
our trade with foreign parts, a temporary 
interruption bad been occasioned wth re- 
spect to. those remittances which our mer- 
chants had reason to expect. It came, how- 
ever, within his own knowledge, that there 
are, at this very moment, large stims of 
Egy 








707) 
_ bullion jin store, in several towns on: the 
Continent, and intended to be sent to this 
country as.soon as circumstances would ad- 
mit of a conveyance. His lordship ob- 
served, that at the commencement of the 
‘war in 1793, there was no considerable want 
of coin in this country ; and even up to 
1795 this inconvenience was not felt. He 
had already stated those causes which oc- 
casioned the inconveniency in the years 
1795 and 1796, and some of the succeeding 
years. His lordship begged, however, to be 
understood, as not arguing in favour of a too 
extended paper circulation, for he was sen- 
sible that this might be pushed too far. But, 
even in this case, he was not aware how far 
am appropriate remedy could be adopted. He 
felt rather inclined to refer that remedy to 
the natural course of events, than to pro- 
duce alterations in the political machine, 
which he was apprehensive would rather do 
mischief than produce a benefit. Specula- 
tors, indeed, might suffer; but he thought 
it_was better to leave the evil to work its 
own cure, than to hold out encouragement 
to persons of this description.— With respect 
to. the supposeable event which the noble 
lord (Grenville) has alluded to of an inva- 
sion by the enemy, and coupling, as his lord- 
ship did, this circumstance with that of the 
paper circulation, he could only say, that he 
knew of no attempt to remedy such an evil 
but what might tend to produce a still greater 
one, and such he considered would be the 
impracticable attempt of forcing the coun- 
try banks to combine together in support of 
eachother. In this case, the effects would 
be most alarming and ruinous to those banks 
whi. h might not meet with such support. 
Banks solvent to-day must, in such a case, 
become insolvent to-morrow. But as to 
the argument of the noble lord, derived from 
the supposition of invasion, it might be saf- 
ficient to observe, in the first place, that 
such an evi] might never actually happen; 


and 2dly, that a partial invasion could not be, 


2p_ evil so as to produce financial embarrass- 
ments, and pecuniary distress, to any great 
extent. But, even supposing an invading 
army were to obtain a temporary footing in 
the country, he did not apprehend that even 
in that case it would produce that dreadful 
effect upon the credit of the country, and of 
individuals, which had been supposed. In 
support of this opinion, his lordship referred 
back to two periods in the history of this 
country, when, in addition to a foreign in- 
vasion, it had also to encounter internal 
enemies, and who had penetrated into. the 
yery heart of the country. He meant the 


years. 1715 and 1745, Upon a rettospection 
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to the latter of these periods, he did not figg 
the list of bankrupts to be greater that yeap 
than in the preceding or subsequent one, Hg 
acknowledged that the circumstances: be.. 
tween those times and the present were no 
altogether similar; but, however, it wa 
owing tothe same public spirit which sup. 
ported public credit then, which, he had ng 
doubt, would shew itself now, if circum. 
stances called for it, and would not fail fp 
produce a similar effect.—As to Ireland, tha 
country stood upon a different footing ftom 
this in various respects; but in this there was 
an agreement, that so long as it was judged 
proper that the restriction from payment ig 
specie should be imposed upon the Bank of 
England, it would be found necessary that 
the same should be continued on the Bank 
of Ireland. . 
The Earl of Carnarvon said, that none 
of the arguments of the noble lord who Ind 
just sat down, satisfied him of the necessity’ 
of the measure now proposed for the ad 
tion of their lordships. The restriction ig 
question was adopted only as a tem 
measure, and as a remedy adapted to the 
then circumstances of the country, but m 
argument could from thence be inferred, that 
this restriction was not to be removed as soon 
as possible. “He differed from the opinion 
which the noble lord seemed to adopt, asif 
the forced circulation of paper ‘curtency 
would not force the circulation of specie ont 
of the kingdom ; for, as soon as the latte got 
out of circulation, it would no doubt, be sent 
abroad, although it would, no doubt, retom 
again, not as coin, but as bullion. There 
striction on the Bank, though at first adopted 
as a temporary measure, yet, from its having 
been renewed year after year, would mt 
turally produce the effect of inducing te 
Bank not to keep so much ready cash asit 
would otherwise do; and this very ‘cirenm- 
stance was one cause of the scarcity of the 
circulating medium. His lordship contended 
that before this bill passed, evidence ought 
to be produced, that the causes which ie 
posed the restriction upon the Bank at fist 
still continued. It seemed clear enough that 
these renewed restrictions had not attained 


the end originally proposed, nomial the te: 
taining, within the kingdom; iffiGient 


quantity of the circulating medium for the 


public service, nor would this end be a 
swered till the Bank renewed its paymenls 
And with respect to Ireland, if it should ap 
pear that the situation in which that coumlly 
found‘ itself, was owing to the previous Ie 
strictions which had been imposed on @ 
Bank of England, this, his lordship Said, #8 
an additional reason in his mind for altering 
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she system which had been adopted respect- 
ing it. 
se Auckland supported the motion. He 


fonsidered the present state of the Bank, 
poth of England and Ireland, as a solecism in 
the history of finance. There was no less 
thin 20 millions of paper in circulation, for 
which the holders could only require pay- 
ment in the same kind. He confessed when 
the measure of the Bank restriction was first 
adopted, he did not foresee that at the dis- 
tance of 7 years they would be again discus- 
sing the saine weasure.— With regard to the 
fitgation of Ireland, its paper was in a most 
gofortunate state, and he was very happy to 
fied that a committee had been moved for in 
mother place, by a right hon. gent. of the 

eatest talents (Foster), and who thoroughly 
understood the subject. If it were possible 
toafford any Parliamentary relief to lreland; 
he was sure there was no person more able 
fo point it out than the right hon. gent. to 
whom he alluded.—He did not agree with 
those who thought that vo advantage could 
result fiom the appointment Of committees 
of this kind, for if they were not able to sug- 
gest every practical measure that could be 
. adopted, at, least they put the Honse in pos- 
session of facts that could be depended upon, 
ad upon which they might form their judg- 


of freland, for tle last 5 years, more money 
had owed into Ireland trom this country, 
than had been drawn from it, in consequence 
& the loans which she had made in this 
country, and the balance of trade, if carefully 
txamined, would not, he was sure, be found 
tobe against Ireland. Therefore, it was not 
areal exchange against Ireland, but a depre- 
dation of her paper, because if a person were 
fopay a hundred pounds in Ireland, in Bank 
of England notes, or a hondred guineas, he 
Woald obtain a draft upon England for the 
Whole amount, without any deduction. With 
itgitd to the bill before the House, he should 
gwe his yore for going into the. committee, 
because, in the present situation of affairs, he 
did not see how the restriction eould be ta- 
Ken off the Bank of Ireland. 

Lord Carysfort was against the bill, con- 
Sidering the present circumstances of both 
Countries.” When the restriction of the Bank 
{England was first laid on the notes issued 
ue amounted to“between 6 and 700,000, 
bitnow they andoufited to more than 2 mil- 
lots, The dithculty would be greater now 

Bank if the restriction were taken off; 
Wiiilst it’ was to be takes into considera- 
on the one hand, the loss which the 
Kk Of Ireland would sustain by resuming 
Ment in specie (and in which case it 


“to have the assistance of the ¢6-- 
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vyernment), .so, on the other hand, _ it 
ought to be seriously weighed, the enormous. 
loss which is sustained by the whole of the 
people of Ireland, by the considerable dépre- 
ciation of their paper money. It was: im- 
possible to calculate the vast extent of the 
mischief which was occasioned by this cir- 
cumistance. The incomes of the people of 
Ireland were already lowered ten per cent. 
and this alone was a greater injury than any 
which the Bank of Ireland could sustain, by 
resuming its payments. Besides which, it 
ought to be considered, the corporation of 
the bank must feel an interest in what so 
neatly concerns the welfare of the whole 
people of Ireland. In Gt. Britain, although 
Parliament has restrained the issue of coin 


| from the bank, yét it has put no restraint on 


the medium of circulation between one part 


| of the kingdom and another ; but, for the 
| people of Ireland, no common medium is 
| provided, by which they can carry on their 
| commerce with facility; this was felt by 


Ireland, as a great evil, and he thought it 
was incumbent upon Parliament to provide 
a remedy. A noble lord (Hawkesbury) had 
admitted the existénce of the evil, but it was 
with concern he heard him speak so doubt- 


| fully as to the practicability of the remedy. 
| This did not sound like the lenguage of 2a 
ient.-- With regard to the state of exchange | 


able statesman and politician; for it was the 
duty of such to seek for, and to apply such 
remedy as the exigency of the case might 
require,—The present bill, his lordship was 
convinced, would only prolong the cause 
and incréase the effect. Tor the first time, 
it was continued during the war, and not 
made annual, as former bills.. For these and 
other reasons, he was against its going into 
the committee. As to the noble secretary's 
assertion, that the number of banks were di- 
minished, this was no proof that the quan- 
tity of paper was; indeed, from the instances 
of increase in the Bank of England and Bank 
of lreland, it might more fairly be inferred 
the reverse. With respect to his lordship’s 
theory, he said, thatactual balances of issues 
had been all along in favour of Ireland; and 
if so, on those principles, she would net ex- 
perience any scarcity’ of coin, 

The Lord Chancellor conceived, that few 
of the observations which had been entered 
into by noble lords, had application to the 
question then before the House, which was, 
whether the present bill should go into a 
committee ? And what was the object of that 
bill ? Nothing more than to continue in Ire- 
land a regulation which had been adopted, 
and still continues in Gt. Britain; and which, 
while it exists in one country, must exist in 
another. He should consider himself as 
doing the greatest injustice and iver, not 





Zit] 
baly to the bank, but to all the people of 
Treland, if he did not assent to the measure. 
As a member of the United Parliament, he 
felt himse!f bound to embrace (if he might 
be allowed the expression) with a fraternal 
care, the interests of the people of that 
country, and to see that their commercial 
concerns should not receive any. sudden or 
dangerous shock; which must be the case if 
all the parties belonging to banking concerns 
in that country were to be now rendered 
liable to pay in specie. “ He was also one of 
those who had originally supported ‘the pre- 
gent measure.— While he was speaking upon 
this subject, he could not help taking notice 
of the practice which had prevailed for seve- 
¥al years, of passing acts only for a short 
time, and renewing them successively, for 
short periods. It was a practice highly mis- 
thieyous and injurious to the independence 
of Parliament itself; because it begot a habit 
of inattention and negligence on the part of 
Members of Parliament, to subjects on, which 
they. were bound to exercise a degree of par- 
liamentary jealousy ; because, conceiving 
they might have an opportunity of opposing 
a particular measure every time of its re- 
neéwal, they neglected to oppose it at all. 
He, therefore, would always wish to see laws 
passed in the first instance, for as long a 
period as it might be conceived necessary for 
.them to exist.—He admitted there was great 
weight in what had fallen from a noble lord 


(Grenville) near him, as to the expediency of | 


taking off the. restriction; but, supposing 
that to be done, it was necessary that it should 
be done gradually. Now, if this bill was 
frustrated, it would be obvious that the re- 
striction would be wholly removed, and that 
suddenly. So, too, with respect to the sen- 


timents of another noble lerd (Carysfort), — 


‘who complained of the prolonged duration 


of the bill; it was ‘clear that all question on | 


that point would be best discussed in the 
committee. He professed not to understand 
how the restriction on the Banks could dimi- 
Mish. the ‘quantity of cash in circulation, 
more than the differences between the actual 
issue of notes and the issue at the time 
of the. restriction taking place; or sup- 
‘ pose the issues then 12,000,000, are now 
48,000,000. According to this view, the 
diminution of cash, owing to this cause, 
could only be 6,000,000. With respect to 
the ‘accounts moved for by a noble lord 
(Grenville), to shew in what currency the 
payment of. the taxes‘was made, he had op- 
posed it, because they could rot be made up 
in time: .of the result he had no doubt. He 
concéived the'principle circulation of Bank 
notes was-in the mettopolis, and within ten 
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miles; in all other parts, nine-tenths of thy 


circulation was in. private bank notesa4: 


great deal had, been said on the subject of 
notes issued by private bankers, ‘Bat it 
should be recollected, that on these ther 
was a pewerful check against the too et 
tensive"issue of paper. If the holders of 
their notes came to demand cash for them 
Bankers might tender the notes of the Na 
tiopal Bank in payment: these might be te 
fused: the debtors in the mean time wer 
privileged only from arrest ; but if the ere. 
ditors still insisted on. cash, and there was 
none to. give them, the bankers must ali. 
mately be thrown into prison, The private 
bankers were principally supported by erg. 
dit; and that credit rested on the propé 
they were supposed to possess, as being suf 
ficient to answer the demands upon them, 
Such persons, when they had a sufficient 
capital, were unquestionably very usefil 
men. It might happeh sometimes that the 
holders of such private paper, if they chow 
to act up to all the severity which the lay 
allowed them, would make a sudden demand 
on the bank from which the paper issued; 
and that demand could not be satisfied, be 
cause the property that was to support ihe 
credit of the firm, must have beer laid ott 
in different securities, and could not be cok 
lected in sufficient time to answer those sud 
den deniands. What then would be th 
consequence of such demands? That the 
persons making them must- bring ruin, aot 
only to the debtors, but. probably lose all 
chance of obtaining the amount of theit 
demand. A system of credit and good faith 
must therefore be kept up in the county; 
and it might receive the most dreadful shock 
from any sudden change, such as wotld 
follow the rejection of the bill thea before the 
Honse, It was a most fortunate circum: 
stance for the trade and commerce of this 
country, that paper credit existed. to a 
tent it did, and that mercantile men repose 
such confidence in each other. As apr 
of the existence. of such credit, be, 
desire any man who wanted to raise thé sual 
of 2. 600!. on a landed.estate, to call on all 
the monied men from Temple Bar ne 
chapel, and he would fiod that not on¢@ 
these would advance the money on the stir 
rity of his estate, until he had employed @ 
torneys and special pleaders to inquire as 
all the titles, and examine all the deedsq 
virtue of which he held it. But Jet hi 
fill his. pockets with bills drawa_ by mer 
cantile men, even to an amocnt mach be 


yond the sum of 2,000l. and provided tte 


ere drawn by fair and reputable 


every one of them would be accep! 
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ofa moment's hesitation.—These observa- 
ong maust convince the House of the neces- 

w of carefully abstaining from any sudden 
violent measure, by which the system 
fo credit might be affected. Perhaps 
ht be said, that it was necessary to put 

astop to the circulation of paper, for which 
there existed no sort of security whatever. 
This circumstance put him in mind of a 
jes of paper, which was very frequently 
sued in the country, known by the nameof 
# secommodation bills”... It was no ancom- 
mon practice for persons who had not one 
ailing property, that could serve as a secu- 
, to draw bills, which bills were ac- 
cepted by others, and endorsed by others 
again, -all equally destitute of property. 
sl circulated through the country 
io the great injory of those through whose 
funds they passed. In the exercise of his 


essional duty he had an’ opportunity of 


' Miowing an instance of one house having 
ro bills of this kind to the amount of 
40,0001. without half a farthing property 
-tosupport it. It was easy to see (acquiring 
sods with this issue of paper) how the pro- 
ors might grow rich, but, at the same 
ie how others would grow poor indeed !— 
conceived discussions on these subjects 
oefal, and though he could not agree with 
thenoble lords who opposed the motion, he 
hid listened to what fell from them, as well 
% others, with satisfaction and improve- 
ment, The restriction was originally an evil 
preseribed by necessity. The naiional banks 
were enabled to pay their own notes wiih 
thers of their own: it was, however, 
#mistake’ to suppose that private bankers 
could, or even with Bank of England notes. 
They were compellable to pay in cash, and 
Were Only exempted from arrest on tender of 


Bank of England notes; but if afterwards | 
med to judgment, they were compelled to | } 
| phens on the part -of the respondent. 


pay the cash. This was a hard case, and a 
preat exercise of power in the legislature; 


batso it was, and not as seemed generally | 


Ginteived, that private bankers were not 

= to pay in cash. However hard, he 

mong those who originally advised the 

re, as the lesser evil of the two, and 

) as prescribed by an over-ruling ne- 

eesiity of the case.—Lord King said a few 
Words in explanation ; after which the ques- 

‘Won was put and carried, and the bill or- 
Wed to be committed to morrow.—Ad- 
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Report of the Royal: Marine’ Motiny bill, 
which was read and agreed to: and the bill 
ordered to be read a third time to-morrow. 
—The Irish Priests and Deacons” orders 
bill was read a second time, and committed 
for Wednesday.—1 he Mutiny bill was read 
a third time and passed.—The Scotch'Cre- 
ditors bill passed through a committee.” The 
report was received, read and agreed ta, 
and the bill ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow.—The committees of supply and 
ways and means were postponed till Wed- 
nesday.— Mr. Corry moved for'a committee 
of the whole House te-morrow, to consider 
farther of the Irish duty acts. The object 
for consideration would be, he said; the 
duties on Salt, Hops, and Coals. Ordered. 
—Mr. Corry brought upthe Irish duties-bill, 
and the Irish countervailing duties » bill, 
which were severally read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a second time to-morrow. 

[Mair Duriss:}—Mr. ‘iVestern said, 


| that an apprehension having prevailed that 


the daties‘on Beer were intended-to be re- 


| duced, and an additional duty laid on Malt, 


he wisbed to be informed whether any such 


| measure was in contemplation. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
had ne hesitation in giving the hon. gent. 
There was no intention 
on the part of his Majesty’s ministers to pro- 
pose any additional duties on Malt; nor any 


| reduction of those on Beer. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, March 6. 
{[Minxutis.]—Counsel were heard at some 
length relative to the appeal cause from the 
Court’ of Exchequer in Jreland :° Willian 
Stewart and others v. Edward Young viz. 
Messrs. Alexander and Fonblanque forthe . 
appellants, and Messrs. Romilly and Ste- 


The 


| farther hearing of the case: was adjourned till 


to-morrow.—The Marine Mutiny bill, and 
the Scotch Bankrupt Law bill, were brought 


| up from the Commons by Mr. Vansittary 





J 


aod others, and severally read a first time.— 


The bills upon the table were forwarded fa 


their respective stages: among these were 
the Duke of York’s Estate bill, ‘the report 
of which was agreedto. The Mutiny bilf 
was read a second time, and ordered to be 
read a third time to-morrow. —The Londén 
Por: bill was read a third and passed. 

_ {inish Bang Resraicrion Birwj— 


{ Their lordships then went upon the order of 


the day for committing the Bank of ireland 


| ‘Restrictiun bill, and accordingly the’ Housé 
Mr, Adains brought up: te 


resolved into: a committee, Lol Walnagt 
han iu the chain, 
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_ Lord Auck/and took the opportunity af- : 
forded by the reading of one of the clauses, 
to offer.a few observations upon the measure. 
He was of opinion that some limitation 
skould.be set to the issue of the Bank of 
Ireland paper; and he should have felt it a 
serious public duty to have called the atten- 
tion of the House forcibly to the subject, 
were it not that the provisions in the bill set 
his mind at ease, under the present circum- 
stances, upon that part of the subject. Of 
that clause which empowered the legislature 
to alter, modify, or repeal the bill, in the 
course of the present session, he particularly 
approved. Without these salutary provisions, 
she was open to acknowledge, that he should 
fee} some apprehensions respecting the issue 
of Irish Bank paper: the excessive issue of 
which, he entertained. no doubt, was. the 
yprincipal cause of the great depreciation of 
‘the currency in that part of the United 
‘Kingdom. He calculated there was at pre- 
“sent six times the amount of paper in circu- 
Jation that there had been prior to the re- 
striction upon the Bank; indeed, that an 
‘excessive issue should cause a depreciation, 
resulted from the very nature of things, as 
a glot in the market of any commodity 
‘tended:to lower the price. _, 

Lord Hawkesbury expressed his coinci- 
dence in-opinion with the noble lord, as to 
a part of his observations, but not with 
respect to ‘the whole of them. He was at 
‘present averse from giving an opinion either 
affirmatively or negatively, as to the real 
veause of the depreciation of the Irish cur- 
rency; aud ‘in dike manner, he would then 
refrain ‘from stating a decided opinion upon 
the point of an inquiry being set on foot in 
that House, -similar to what was instituted 
in the other House of Parliament. With 
respect toa genera! investigation of the sub- 
ject, the inclination of his opinion was, that 
under the present circumstances of the 
country, such a praceeding would be, upon 
the whole, rather injurious than beneficial. 
He thought, however, it would be prefera- 
‘ble to wait the result.of the pending inquiry, 
before any proceeding or measure of ioport- 
ance, relative to the. subject, should be 
adopted in that House. He was of the 
noble lord's opinion as to the expediency of 
@ provision in the bill, enabling Parliament 
to modify or alter the measure during the 
present session. 

Lord King stated, that he had to propose 
the inseition of a clause in the bill, expla- 
atory of a provision which had been made 
in. ithe bilt of restriction, origifally. passed 
in the Partiament of Ireland, and had been 


Since. regularly enacted in the subsequent { 
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bills: the effect of this provision, his Joy 
ship described, went ta prohibit the ree vie 
of costs in actions brought against the Ing 
Bank directors, but which he understood hid 


been acted upon in such a way in some ye 
the Irish courts of law, as he was inclinal 
| to think, could not have been the sense of 


the Irish legislature at the period of the 
enactment. His lordship instanced the cap 
where a note was suspected to be fictitig 


| by one of the clerks of the Bank : it wal 


custom to refuse payment of the note, 

the first instance at least; and these note 
were frequently marked, in red ink, * forged 
by the clerk. In some instances of th 
kind, payment was in-isted upon ‘by ‘fe 


scnter of the note, who. in the event of je 


currence to a court of justice, proved the 
goodness of the noté, at least in the opini 
of the Jury; or sometimes the validity. of 
the note was acknowledged on the patt 
the Bank. In the cases he alluded to, 
cosis were with-held, by reason of the claig 
iu question. Such he understood to | 
been the practice, and he doubted not the 
concurrence of their lordships in opinion 
with him, that such a provision ought to 
properly explained, and in the particd 
cases to which he had alluded, to enact ih 
recovery of costs, ff 
Lord Carleton observed, that this was 
first time he had heard of the proceeding 
stated by the noble lord, as far as related 
the with-holding costs; possibly such deck 
sions. might have taken place in the Irish law 


courts. He did not pledge himself tothe 


negative, but ‘he assured the committee he 
had never heard of aby such. Upon the at 
thority before their lordsps he thought it 
would be going too far to enact the provision 
proposed by the noble lord. In the stated 
darkness, in that respect, in which | 
then were, he thought it would be preferable 
to let the act remain as it stood, and thi 
they should wait until inquiries shall have 
been made, and the facts ascertained, pt 
vious to their taking any legislative + 
upon the subject. ae 

The Lord ChancelMor expressed his to: 


rough acquiescence in what fell from Me 


noble and learned lord: he thought the st ; 
ject one of very serious importance; 
would be preferable, as things stood, fol 
the bill remain as, it was, than to enact 
provision proposed by the noblé lerd. 
suitors, in the alternative alluded to, aM 
the appellants’ jurisdiction to resort tM 
lordship also was adverse to such @ step Dep 
taken, without full and adequate infor 
tion on the subject, relating to the chara 
of the admimistration of justice ind 
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a of the United Kingdom, which was a 
int of considerable importance. He con- 


“dgded by recommending the noble lord, 


ler the present circumstances, to with- 
iow the motion—Lord King, after a few 
yords in explanation, consented to withdraw 
hig motion, — When one of the subsequent 
yes Was Come to, 

“Jord King again rose, and made some 
mneral observations upon the injurious ef- 
gis of excessive issue of paper in Ireland, 
well in reference to the course of ex- 
change, as the depreciation of the currency, 


coo impressions, he proposed the 


iniroduction of a clause tending to set a 
limit to the issue of paper by the Bank of 
land: his clause would go to fix the: limit 
fthe paper issue to the amount it was on 
he 25th of Nov. last, the latest period to 
mhich the accounts were made up: this 
would give room even for an excessive issue, 
wit wes upwards of 2,900,0001. which was 
0,000]. more than what it was in the year 
g. He entered into calculations respect- 
ing the injurieus effect the increased issue 
ic the state of the exchange, and con- 
inded by moving a clause to the above ef- 


Tord Hawkesbury deemed it his duty to 
resist the adoption of the clause proposed by 
the noble lord, against which he argued, 
dhiely on the ground of the impropriety of 
lgislating on such a principle in bills of the 
dseription of that before the House. It 
would go to legalize and to sanction the issue 
of paper to a particular amount, to a degree 
beyond what the legislature could intend to 
din such a case; and further, it would be 
gifitg an express opinion on the part of the 
Mislature, as to the precise amount to 
ihich the issue of bills should extend. Un- 
rthe present circumstances, he thought it 
“wold be preterab'e to trust to the discretion 
the bank directors, which he thought 
would be soundly used, and their issue re- 
filated according to ‘circumstances, which 
Wa the case with the Bank of England, 
wmetines more and sometimes less; fluc- 
iting in their issues, with a reference to 
isting circumstances. Such a provision 
Was the less necessary, when the controlling 
Powers of the clauses in the bill alluded to 
ian eatly part of the discussion, were con- 
i He hoped the noble lord did not 
iN to press the clause. 

Eu! Darnley said, he did not mean: then 
any opinion upon thé points under 

0. He entertained a favourable 

of the Irish Bank directors, who 


ed would not make an improper use’ 


Wile discretion vested in them; but he 
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thought, it would be best to wait until the 
result of the pending inquiry was known, 
and not to take any legislative step which 
may have the appearance of prejudging the 
question.—Lord King shortly explained his 
reasons for wishing to adhere to his propo- 
sition. The question thereon was put, and 
negatived. The remaining parts of the bill 
were then agreed to by the committee, and 
the House resuming, ordered the report to 
be received to-morrow. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, March 6. 


[Mixsvutes.]—Sir John Anderson brought, 
up a bill for making provision for widening 
the entrance into the City of London by way 
of Temple Bar, for erecting buildings at 
Snow-hill, and for raising further sums of 
money on the credit of the Orphan’s Fund, 
for that purpose. Read a first and ordered 
to be read.a second time.—The Scotch cre- 
ditors’ bill was read a third time, passed, 
and ordered to be carried to the lords on 
the motion of Mr. Wm. Dundas,—Mr. 
Corry moved the order of the day for the 
House to go into a committee of the whole 
House, to consider of the Irish revenue acts, 
as far as they related to Salt, Hops, and 
Coals. The House being in a committee 
accordingly, Mr, Corry briefly stated, that 
the duty on Salt which was now to be pro- 
posed, was precisely the same without any 
variation whatever, as he had formerly stated 
when that subject was before the House. 
The other objects were those of Hops and 
Coals; He then moved his resolutions, 
which were put and carried on the subject 
of Salt: after which he moved two other 
resolutions for a duty of 7s. 7d. Irish cur- 
rency, upon every barrel of Irish Malt; and 
2 countervaling duty to the same amount, ow 
every barrel of malt imported into Ireland, 
from the 24th of March’ 1804, to the 24th 
of March 1805, which passed.—The House 
being resumed, the report was ordered to 
be received to-morrow.—Mr. Foster moved, 
“ That there be laid before the House an 
account of the existing duties now payable 
on the several articles contained in the re- 
solutions of the committee of the whole 
House, reported on the 3d of March instant, 
specifying each article on the several acts, 
&c. and the amount payable under each act, 
&c.” Which was ordered accordingly. —Mr. 
Corry then moved the order of the day for 
the secund reading of the Irish duty b Il. The 
bill was accordingly read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed to a comimittee of the 
whole House on Thursday next.—Mr. Corry 
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then moved the order of the day for the se- 
cond reading of the Irish countervailing duty 
Bill. The bill was accordingly read a se- 
cond time, and ordered to be committed to 
2 committee of the whole House on Thurs- 
day next.—The royal marine mutiny bill 
was read a third time, and passed on the 
motion of Mr. Vansittart. —.Mr. Creevey. 

ve notice that to-morrow week he 


should make a motion for papers respect-_ 


ing the war in Ceylon. — Mr. Francis 
also gave notice of a motion on the same 
day, relative tothe war in India.” 

[Navy Boarp.}—Sir William Elford ob- 
served, that he had some time ago, before 
the last recess, given notice that he should, 
after the recess, bring forward a motion that 
would have reference to the Navy Board ; 
but since he gave that notice, various.cir- 
¢umstances came to his knowledge, which 
he apprehended he could not introduce un- 
det the form of the motion as he originally 
intended to make it. “A right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Pitt) bad also given notice he intend- 
éd to bring forward a proposition relative 
to the naval defence of this country. He 
therefore wished to wait to find what the 
nature. of that proposition was, for that 
wader the discussion of it, he might possi- 
Bly ‘introduce what he had formerly intended 
wpon this matter; he would wait for that 
opportunity ; and if he could mot then do 
what he intended, he should give another 
notice of the time he should bring it for- 
ward. 

[VotunTeER ConsorrparTion Birt.] 
Mr. Secretary Yorke moved the recommit- 
ta! of the Volunteer Consolidation Bill. 
The House resolved itself into a committee, 
in which a variety of amendments were made. 
Some of the most prominent of the amend- 
ments are the following.—An amendment 


proposed by Mr. Pitt, for an alteration in the 


expression in one of the exemption clauses, 
from 24 days service, to be returned in three 
muster-rolls, at ‘a distance of four months 
between each, to 24 days service within the 
year, without specifying the particular time, 
as a necessary claim to exemption. 

Mf. Pitt proposed another amendment, 
the purport of which was, that the lord 
lieutenants of counties, or other persons 
who have the regulation of the ballots for the 
militia and other forces, should be instructed 
to apportion the quotas of men to be raised 
in each district with a view to the number 
of volunteers that were raised within the 
district, and not ‘by the circuitous mode of 
drawing off the population, then admitting 
of exemptions on account of service in the 
volunteer corps, and recurring to another 
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ballot to:complete the number, as js ‘gt 

sent the mode of drawing for such forogy. 
After a great deal of conversation, it Wa 
agreed that the point shoitld be further dy. 
cussed on the next report of the bill. —Upon 


the clause which states that volunteers who | 


shall be discharged from negleet or anyother 
cause, shall be liable to the operation of thy 
ballot towards the other services, a good deal 
of conversation took place, in the courseof 
which Mr, Secretary Yorke observed, that 
any volunteer who served till the end of the 
war was meant to be secured from any ballot 
which might then take place. 


Lord Castlereagh threw ‘out for the con. 


sideration of members more conversant with, 
the progress of balloting than he was, hop 
any volunteer who might resign or be dis. 
charged, and who might have ‘been pre. 
viously. balloted, and exempted in conse. 
quence of bis being a member of a volunteer 
corps, was to disposed of ; that is to say, 
whether such person was to go to th 
proportion of the parish to which he migh 
originally belong, or was to become the pro. 
perty of the country? This was a cage 
which according to his judgment, ought tp 
be decided on by Parliament.—After a few 
words from Sir W. Geary, the words “oe 
other misbehaviour,” as proposed by Mr,G, 
Vansittart were added to the clause. 

On the clause that such adjufants, ser. 
jeants, corporals, and drummers belonging to 
volunteer. corps as receive permanent ‘pay, 
should be subject to martial Jaw, and to ke 
tried by courts martial, a very Jong and de 
sultory conversation arose, 

Mr. Rose was of opinion, that no svc 
courts martial could be regularly instituted, 
unless, when the volunteers should be m@ 
permanent duty, because the order for exe 
cuting any courts martial must be issued by 


the commander in chief, who could bave io 


control over the volunteers until calledott 
into actual service. ai | 

Mr, Secretary Yorke said, that the claae 
was framed on the same principle a8 thit 
which prevailed in the militia, among whow 
the description of persons who were alluded 
toin the clause were subject to be tried by 
martial law, even when the militia were ii 
a disembodied state. ai 

Mr. Rose stated, that he had heard ito> 
served that courts martial could not belt 
gally instituted to try any persons belonging 
tothe militia when they were in a ditt 
bodied state. fare 

Mr, Secretary Yorke referred the right hon, 
gent. to the 42d of his Majesty, where tt 


% 
contrary was expressly enacted. 


he 


Toa question , whether it was intendel 
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any allowance to drill serjeants of vo- 

ser infantry ? 
__ Mt. Secretary Yorke replied, that this sub- 
jet was under consideration, and that he 
yas not yet able to say how the allowance, 
qwhich.it was deemed expedient to make to 
description of persons alluded to, was to 
» provided for; whether by an assessment 
gpen the parish or united parishes to which 
the volunteer corps might belong, by a ge- 
feral county rate, or in any other, or what 


ath Tierney proposed, that the armourers 
of yolunteer corps should also be subject to 
be tried by martial law,—To this amend- 
int Mr. C. Wynne and Mr. Corwen ob- 
ected, and upon the recommendation of 

_Mr. Yorke, the consideration was postponed 
for the present. 

_Mr. Raine asked, whether it was intended 

that this clause should comprehend such 
- geijeants, &c, as were. paid by the corps to 
which they belonged, or by their command- 

wg officers, as well as those who received 
heir pay from the public purse ? 

Mr. Secretary Yorke observed, that the 

clause was not new, but perfectly the same 

as that which had been enacted in the 42d 
of the King, 

‘Mr. C. Wynne said, that if the law was 

od it was rather surprising that he should 

have been told at-the office of the right hon. 
gent., to which he had some time since oc- 

cision to resort, respecting the conduct of a 

getdin drill serjeant who had actually at- 
- fémpted to stir up mutiny in a volunteer 
corps, that such drill serjeant could not be 
ttied by martial law. 

Mr, Secretary Yorke recollected the case 
alluded to by the hon gent.,and that the 
feason of the reply which was given upen 
that case was, that the drill serjeant, respect- 
ing whom the complaint was preferred, did 
not belong to the corps, but was merely em- 

to instruct it. 

, Sir IV. Geary here took occasion to ob- 
serve, that it was improper that any person 
m arms should haye regular pay from any 
other source than that of government. 

Upon the clause being read, that any vo- 
lunteer who should not come forward in the 
event of invasion or rebellion, should be 
| treated as a deserter, 

Lord Ossulstone proposed the addition 
ofthese words, “* when the same shall be sig- 
aified” by his Majesty's proclamation —This 
amendment was adopted. 

_ Mr..Pit then brought forward his pro- 

‘Mited proposition, that the volunteers should 

Teinvited to go on permanent duty, for the 

a r improvement, for any time from 
ou, I, 
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seven to 21 days, and that during such pe- 


tiod, they should be subject to martial law. 
Of this he conceived that no volunteer could 
complain, nor could any objection be ad- 
vanced against jt, as it was to be recollected, 
that it was at the option of every volunteer 
to engage in such dutyor not. The right 
hon. gent.’then proposed the addition of 
these words, ** or on being placed on per 
manent duty for apy stated number of days, 
for the purpose of improvement in military 
exercise, with the concurfence of his Ma- 
jesty.”— Agreed to. 

To a question from Mr. Pitt as to the in- 
tention of ministers respecting the bounty 
to be allowed to volunteers going on perma- 
nent duty, whether such bounty was to be 
deducted from the marching money fixed 
for the event of invasion or rebellion, or to 
be an additional grant, no answer was given, 
and the right hon. gent. announced his pur- 
pose of bringing forward the subject again at 
@ proper time. 

When the clause was read which relates 
to the appointment of general officers to 
command volunteer corps when called into 
actual service, 

Colonel £iford objected to it as an im- 
proper interference with the royal preroga~ 
tive, which could, in the event of invasion, 
cal] his subjects to arms, and place them 
under the command of such officers as it 
might be his pleasure to appoint. fe 

Mr. Secretary Yorke stated, that an ex- 
emption .from such an operation of the royal 
prerogative, was one of the conditions upon 
which the volunteers had originally engaged 
to serve. 

General Tarleton took occasion to observe, 
that, as he had been informed, there was a 
difference of opivion between the right 
hon. gent. who brought this measure for- 
ward, and most of the colonel commandants 
of the volunteer corps, as to some points of 
law by which the volunteer system was sup- 
posed to be regulated; if that was so, the 
better way would be for that right hon. 
gent. to state his opinion apon the law to 
the committee, in order that the matter 
might be settled, and all disagreements done 
away. 

Mi. Secretary Yorke said, that the law 
upon the subject to which the hon. gene- 
ral had referred, was not at all doubtfol. 
When out on actual invasion, the volun- 
teers, like all other parts of our military 
force, would be under the command of ge- 
neral officers of the line, but not unless 
they were out. They had, however, eon- 
sented in many instances to be in some mea- | 
sure under the command of officers of the 

Zz 
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line.’ They might be said to be so when 
they were inspected, and they were wise ih 


so submitting, for it was a measure with-. 


out which they could not be effectually im- 
proved ; but when they were so assembled 
they were under the command of a general 
officer of the line. , 
“General Tarleton said, that the opinicn he 
had “upon that subject he should carry with 
him ont of the House to n'giitt; bot if what 
he had suggested could be of any service to 
thé’ country, he should be glad of it. When 
he came to speak upon this subject hereafter, 
he should have an opportuni‘y of praising or 
of commenting upon this system, as it should 
ee to him to be. right. 
. Mr.” Pitt observed upon one of the 
clauses, it was there. proposed to put vo- 
Nintéers under the’ command of general 
officers when they ‘Were called out, which 
they would be ‘in ‘considérablé’ numbers 
m the-various districts of ‘this country, for 
he knew. of nothing so likely to improve 
them materially in ‘theit military exercise. 
Now,’ considering’ the differeat‘districts in 
Which’ they werd ‘dispersed, as many of 
them should be, and he hoped they would 
be, put on permanent duty as much as pos- 
sible, they should, therefore, be’ under the 
command of ‘an officer of the line. The 
eneral rule was, that they were to be put 
under the command only of a general off- 
cer; now, considering the variety of cases 
in which they might be our, and the diffe- 
rent districts all at once, it might be im- 
possible to provide for each of them a ge- 
neral officer to be ‘their commander; in 
which case it might be extremely conve- 
nient to put them under the very respectable 
command of inspecting officers, who were 
below the rank ‘of ‘general officers, and, 
iherefore, he should= move that the words 
of the clause should run thus, “ such gene- 
Ya! or other field officer,” 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, it was per- 
fectly clear that lieut. generals were ge- 
neral officers according ‘to military defini- 
tion ; and this was a point which depended 
‘wholly on his Majesty, for he might at his 
pleasure commission his  adjutants general 
Officers, for his Majesty. might, beyond all 
doubt, cfeate the office of adjutant general ; 
“there was such an officer new in France. 
No doubt his Majesty might give ‘such a 
“Yank, atid to as many-adjutants as his Ma- 
might thitk’ proper, and then they 


resfty 
Th i ny ? } z i c 

avouid all take thé rank of. ad). general, and 

“Be to alf intents and purhoses gencrai of- 

“i> we ta Grea the tha general 
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to be doubted. ‘Viewing this point ashe 
did, he was persuaded that the words now 
proposed, “ or other field officers,” should. 
not be inserted in this clause, for they 
a lieut. col. might be placed under an jp. 
ferior field officer, He was, however,: ets 
fectly aware that the volunteers should haya 
the benefit of the assistance cf officers who 
were not general officers.— With respect 
to’ the inspecting field officers who have not 
the rank of lieut. col., the assistance from 
them would be as assistance from thea 
general, which would be that of givj 
advice and opinion; but if advisable 
give adjutants command, many of them t 
his knowledge, were officers of excellent 
qualifications, and his Majesty might give 
them rank ; but he was afraid’ that if wor 
cf this kind were. inserted, considerable 
difficulties would arise on account of the 
point of rank, because many officers might 
thus be put under the command of those 
who were inferior to them in rank, whid 
might create unpleasant fcelings in the sr 
vice. He expressed a wish that this matter 
might take the course pointed out forit, 
as he conceived, in the system of ‘the 
militia. + 
Lord Castlereagh seemed at first rather 
inclined to think the words proposed were 
necessary, but on hearing his righf how, 
friend (Mr. Yorke) again, his lordship de 
clared himself satisfied that the words were 
unnecessary. were 
Mr. Pitt agreed that there was no dif 
culty whatever when the voluntecrs were 
called out for actual service ; that waste 
moved by what was said by the Secretar 
of State, but what he wanted to applyit 
amendment to was, that of the volunteer 
being called out, not for actual service, bi 
permanent duty for awhile, in order} 
improve them in their military exercst 
The question was, whether there vi 
sufficient numbers of general offizey 
command all the volunteers who mighta 
semble and remain on permanent duty, # 
all the dispersed districts of the cout 
Now, he thought there would be a great 
difficulty to find general officers of pe 
fer them all, and, therefore, the words 1 C 
necessary for the purpose of admitting { 
field officers as well as general office 


such commands: and it did not appear? 


‘him that there would be an 


“niénce in’ placing them under eith 


command of a general or other fre 


< 


i + i_« rf 
| ficer, ranking above the command 
| corns ; this Wyontd not create any di 


military superint 





Fs 


gs very material during the time that 
the volunteers were out, for the purpose 
of mililary improvement, 
fr. C. yane was anxious, that military 
ers of experience should be appointed 
direct the operations of the volunteers ; 
enecessity of attending to this must be 
ious, for whatever knowledge the gent. 
o had command ih the militia might have 
military business (and he believed that 
most commanders of that body were well 
quainted with that subject), he could 
very safely say, that the volunteer officers 
wee extremely deficient, For himself he 
would confess, that although a col, in the 
volunteers, he knew nothing at all of mi- 
tary matters, and he had no doubt that 
e were many gents. in the House whose 
dour would urge them to make the same 
fession, and with equal truth. 
"Lord William Russell expressed his wish 
at the conditions upon which the volun- 
leers had originally engaged their services, 
puld not in the smallest instance be vio- 


ted. 
“The Chancellor of the Exchequer pro- 
posed to postpone the further considera- 
i of this amendment until the report 
should be brought up, in order that inqui- 
figs should be made, how far the adoption of 
twould be consistent with strict mi- 
hilary principle. This, he thought the more 
necessary, as he understood that a doubt 
‘ested among some militia colonels whe- 
ther they should, in any case, be placed 
under the command of any wilitary officer 
below the rank of a general; andthe adop- 
‘Yon of this amendment, he apprehended, 
Would tend to confirm that doubt, which 
ight the more to be guarded against, as it 
Was desirable to apply the same principle 
to the militia and the volunteers. — The 
amendment was accordingly postponed, 
Onthe clause tg enable commanding of- 
ficers of volunteer corps to discharge volun- 
teers for non-attendance, &c., 

_, Mr. Rose proposed to leave out these 
Words, “and each volunteer officer shall 
ait the name of the person so discharged 
the deputy lieutenants of the district, 
‘Midto the parish assessor, in order that he 
May be liable to the ballot, &c.’? The right 
member stated his reason for this mo- 
0.be, that the case was expressly pro- 
for in another part of the bill, and of 

».in this instance, superfluous. 
. Lascelles wished that the causes to 
a volunteer’s, discharge from_ his 
should be more specifically and accu- 
described, or otherwise the com- 
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manding officer might do wrong, and render 
himself liable to an action at law. 

Mr. Tierney could not -hear of a private’s 
bringing an action against his commanding 
officer, or taking any step to cofipel hint 
to state his reasons for any proceeding he 
might think it necessary to take for the good 


‘ order and discipline of his corps. 


Mr. Pitt hoped that_it was not likely any 
officer, who had the honoar of commanding 4 
vdélunteer corps would abuse his power, “If 
any volunteer should be refractory, “hé 
would rather recommend an_ endeavour to 
reclaim him than instantaneous expulsion ; 
but tha: however painful, it must, if neces- 
sary, be of Course resorted to. Of-the 
clause before the committee, he altogether 
disapproved, as unnecessary, because he con- 
ceived that without it the commanding offi- 
cer of a valunteer corps had the power of dis- 
charging any volunteer he thought proper. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke defended the policy 
of the clause, and in proof of its necessity 
mentioned, that he understood that several 
corps had, on their first formation, entered 


| into resolutions, that no member should be 


dismissed without the consent of the majo- 
rity of the corps. They therefore held an 
opinion, that it was highly advisable that 
the authoritative voice of Parliament should 
be sent forth to do away such doubts as 
might exist respecting the power of volun- 
teer commanders to discharge any volunteer 
who should misbchave. 

Mr. Fox said, that the nature of the mis- 
behaviour which would justify the discharge 
of a voiunteer, ought, as weil for the satis- 
faction of the commander, as for the regula- 
tion of the men, to be very clearly described. 

Mr. Pitt conceived, that the power of 
the commanding officers ought, in this casé, 


| to be quite discretionary and unlimited. 


Mr. Secretary Yorke could not agree. to 
the idea that commanders should be allowed 
to discharge men at. their own option with- 


| out any adequate cause; such a privilege 


was not allowed the commander of the te- 
gular army or the militia, and the principle 
would be mischievous to admit, particularly, 
in case the volunteers should be: called into 


| actual service, and a capricious volunteer 


commander might in such a case deprive the 
country of many effective men, and even 
in peace it might give room to great injustice, 
as it would afford the opportunity of reader- 
ing volunteers who had gone through at} the 
routine of discipline liable to be dismussed at 
the will of an officer, and possibly with.a 
view to deprive them of their exemptions, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer did 
Z2Zz2 
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not approve pf the total abrogation of the 
clause, neither did he of the opinion that the 
causes, of avolunteer’s discharge were fully 
gtated. He thought that the inefficiency 
of a man was a good ground for discharging 
him, as. well as bis misbehaviour. 

Mr. Fox considered that any limit without 
a remedy was but idle words ; for it was not 
tentioned how, if the limit were transgress- 
ed, the discharged volunteer was to obtajn 
redress against his officer, and certainly a 
dismissal under the present circumstances 
might be a great grievance to a volunteer. 

Mr. Pitt, of all modesof redress, disap- 
proved of that alluded to in the course of the 

_debate, namely, an appeal to a court of law. 
It would be ridiculous to think of a court of 
law engaged in investigating the causes 
which should justify the dismissal of a man 
from a military corps, and the expense would 
be too much to encounter. He would rather 

ave such appeals from discharged- volun- 
teers to be decided upon in a summary way 
by the deputy lieutenants of the county. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought, 
that no mistake could take place in regard 
to the expressions. The misbehaviour or 
improper conduct expressed in the clause 
must relate to their behaviour as members of 
the corps. ‘There might be a court of in- 
quiry to which any appeal might be made, 
and upon the report of which a determina- 
tion might be formed. 

Mr. Raine was of opinion, that the reasons 
‘of dismissal ought to be specifically stated in 
evely instance, in order that the aggrieved . 
might be able to apply for redress. 

Mr. Fox observed, that misbehaviour was 
by no means comprehensive enough to be 
assigned as a general reason. Insufficiency, 
incapability todo the duty, from whatever 
cause it proceeded, might be a very sufii- 
cient reason, aid carried along with it this 
advantage, if specified, to the person. dis- 
missed, that it would be a protection to him 
against the the militia and army of reserve. 

. The question being put, on the motion of 
‘Mr. Addington, that after the word ‘ mis- 
behaviour” in the original clause, the words 
** or other sufficient reasons” should be in- 
serted, a long and desultory conversation 
took place, in which Mr.Fox, Mr. Pitt, Mr. 
Bragge, Mr. Rose, Mr. Geary, General Tar- 
Yeton, Mr, Sec. Yorke and others were suc- 
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tages. He rather wished the clause to stag 
as it was, with the amendment onl oa 
by his right hon. friend (the Chancellopef 
the Exchequer), in order that it might he 
farther considered between this and the 


report “ae 


Mr. Fox wished to know what the work 
proposed as an amendment. meant, or who 
was to judge of the sufficiency or insufh. 
ciency of the reasotis that might be assigned, 
If you wish to give the commanding officer, 
said the hon. gent., an unlimited power, sy 
so at once. Let us have no mored 
with the volunteers, Let us be no ] 
under the necessity of consulting the o 
nions of the Attorney General in orderig 
ascertain what line of conduct we shall adap 
with the volunteers. If you wish them 
be under.the control of their commandig 
officers, and to be dismissed at their discre 
tion, why are you afraid to tell them so; o 
if the contrary is your wish, why not defin 
in intelligible terms, the powers you wih 
to repose in their commanding officers? ~ 
. The Attorney General thought, that tho 
much had been already conceded, Th 
measure which the clause proposed, instead 
of beiug a fraud, as the hon. gent. opposile 
(Mr. Fox) had alleged, was an_ instance of 
the good faith which government was 4% 
xious to keep with the volunteers. Th 
commanding officer, it was true, was fd 
required to state his precise grounds ; bit 
at the same time he.could not discharge 
man without assigning some grounds whi 
might be afterwards a subject of complaint, 
if the person discharged found himselfag 
grieved. He thooght the clause with 
amendment ought to stand as at present, # 
the persons who might think themselvesag 
grieved had the power to complain. 

Mr. Fox thought that such a system wold 
lead to perpetual litigation, as actions might 
be brought in such cases for pecunialy 
losses. 8, 

Lord W. Russell was in favour of the com 
manding officer being obliged to assignitle 
specific reasons that might lead him tod 
missavy man. - 

Dr. Laurence thought that the clause’ 
the amendment proceded vpon.a_ prineipl 
.that was not. military, and inveighed ati 
siderable length against that mixed andi 


cenit 
sgh 





cessively engaged. , 

Mr. Secretary Yorke concluded from what 
he had heard, that it would not be agreeable 
to give the commanding officer of volunteer 
corps an unlimited power. But a court of 
inquiry. he thought, to which appeals might 





determinate system which seemed to bet 
much countenanced by the spirit of the bi 
He wished ministers to go to the ealell 
either of the one system or the other. | 

Mr. Pitt, upon the question being agi 
put, moved that the whole clanse be 


but the first two lines. a 
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be made, would be attended with advah.’ 
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‘Phe Chancellor of the Exchequer depre- 
‘the idea of dividing the House on a 

of this nature. He hoped the right 

‘fon. geat. (Mr. Pitt) would not insist on a 
jision, as the question was of so delicate, 
nj, in some respects, intricate a nature. 
“for his own part, he was not ashamed, after 
dithat had been said by the learned genr. 


(Dr. Laurence), to express his doubts ona 
stion which he had never viewed so 
peatly as to be able: to judge of its effects. 
He thought it, therefore, the duty of the 
House not to come to any discussion at pre- 
sent, but to avail themselves of the interval 
gween this and the report, to consider the 
pject more maturely. He would ask his 
fgnt hon. friend, (Mr. Pitt) if it was con- 
fistent with his principles to debar gentlemen 
ftom considering the subject, and to hurry 
40 immediate decision without regard to 
themany consequences it might occasion ; 
to decide rashly a question on which the vo- 
lusteer interests, the very fate, indeed, of 
the volunteer corps, might ultimately depend. 
He was thoroughly convinced that it was 
pot the will of the volunteer corps that a dis- 
tetionary power of an unlimited extent 
thould reside in their commanding officers. 
He wished to have leisure to deliberate be- 
foréa step that might be attended with such 
disastrous consequences. Should a division 
beinsisted on, which he hoped would nor, 
heshould be able to-morrow to look back 
with satisfaction on the vote which he was 
determined to give, that the clause should 
land as it is at present with the amendment 
iiready moved. At the same time, he by no 
means pledged himself to the House that he 
Would adhere to the opinion he had now 
tated, should he acquire any new informa- 
tion on the subject. The committee have 
peey recognised the principle on which 
clause is founded, he thought it neces- 
, therefore, not to precipitate a subject of 
much importance, and on which there 
Was room for so much-doubt, while the ge- 
wral principle was acknowledged by all. 
G. Cavendish thought the clause 
not to be retained, as it neither was 


‘Wislactory to the House, nor appeared to 


pond with the opivion of ministers 
themselves, 
fr. Fox animadverted on the mode of rea- 

f pursued by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
Meqaer. They were all of one opinion, in- 
Need, in regard to the principle, but that opi- 
Mon seemed to be that the clause in question 
Mantnothing. They were all of opinion 
Mt an unlimited power should not be vested 
‘the commanders of the volunteer corps : 
bat the question was, how’to apply to prac- 
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tice a principle which they all acknowledged. 
The right hon. gent. required -more time to 
make up his mind. ~ If the framers of the bill 
then required more time to come to a deter- 
mination, there was no wonder that the 
House should be in want of time for the 
same purpose, and yet the right hon. gent. 
would not allow them that indulgence which 
he claimed exclusively to himself, by forcing 
down this clause, when, according to his owa 
confession, it absolutely meant nothing. Bot! 
he and the right hon. gent. wished to wait 
till they were more able‘to determine, but 
they wished to wait in different ways. He, 
for his own part, wished to wait by doing 
nothing. But the right hon. gent. wished not 
to be idle in the mean-time, though his ace 
tivity amounted to nothitg. He would ad- 
vise those gentlemen, on the contrary, if they 
could not amend the clause in question, to 
say nothing, but to wait till they could say 
something to the purpose Jt had beer said, 
that it would be degrading to a commanding 
otficer to be obliged to assign his reasons for 
his conduct, on every occasion; but he would 
be glad to know from what quarter such sen- 
timents were derived? He was certain the 
laws of this country did not say so.. They 
required, on the contrary, that every man, 
in whatever situation, should be able to jus- 
tify his conduct on principles of truth and ho- 
nesty. The words of the clause, in fact, 
meant nothing: but allow them, say the 
framers of the bill, to remain unmeaning, as 
we acknowledge them to be, till we-can find 
words that have some meaning, which, in all 
probability, we shall find between this and 
the report. 

After some observations from Mr. Bragge, 
General Maitland, and some others, the ques- 
tion of amendment was again put ; anda di- 
vision being called for, the gallery was clear- 
ed about ten o'clock. 

For the Amendment, — 101 

Against it, — — 87 

Majority, _ a 14 

On the clause relative to the right af vo- 
Junteers to resign, 

Mr. Pitt observed, that there ought to be 
some time allowed for the notice of resigna- 
tion, in order to prevent persons from with- 
drawing in consequence of moméntary dis- 


~ gust; and 2dly, toafford the means to com- 


manding officers of obtaining some other per- 
son to fill up the vacancy.—After a few 
words from Mr. Sec. Yorke and the Chan~ 
cellor of the Exchequer, it was agreed that 
14 days notice should be given after the first 
of April, the power of resignation in the 
mean time to remain uncontroled. © 
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Sit Robert. Lawley observed upon. the 
hardship which would result to a servant, 
who. being inroiled in a volunteer corps, 
quitted his master’s service, and went into 
another’ part of the country, and inrolled 

. himself in, another corps, whilst, in the mean 
time, he might probably be called upon to 
serve (having been. previously balloted) in 
the militia or army of reserve. He thought 
that if a person inrolled himself in another 
volunteer corps; within one month after with- 
drawing from the,former, he should be ex- 
empt from the effects of the ballot. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, it was his inten- 
tion to propose a clause relative to this ob- 
ject, 

Mr, Pitt thought it but fair, if individuals 

were trained 24 days, and afterwards resign- 
ed, that they should not.be liable to aciual 
service in the militia or army of reserve, un- 

Jess when the corps to which they previously 

belonged were called out into the field. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke explained, that the 

liability to serve referred in the first instance 

only to the filling upof vacancies. In cases 


where for non-payment of subscriptious or 
fines resignation is refused, an appeal, as the 
bill formerly stood, was to be give to the 
lords heutenauts and deputy lieutenants of 
diflerent counties. 

Sir W. W. Wynne saw great inconveni- 


cies arising from this clause, if it were not 
materially altered. It would, in many. cases, 
be necessary for officers of volunteer corps 
to go forty or fifty miles to attend an appeal, 
which would be a very great inconvenience. 
He proposed, therefore, to extend the right 
of appeal to magistrates and justices of the 
peace io the several divisions, sub-divisions, 
and places where the particular volunteer 
corps were situated.—The amendment was 
adopted accordingly. 

The clause regulating the allowances to be 
given’to volunteers when on actual service, 
occasioned a long discussion. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke stated his intention to 
introduce a clause, the effect of which would 
be, to deduct one guinea from the two gui- 
neas to be allowed, from. the allowance to 
corps which have already received an allow- 
ance of one guinea, on. being called out 
into actual service. 

Mr. Pitt objected to this arrangement. 
He understood that 24,000 men had been 
already on permanent duty, and he thought 
24,000 guineas a trifling consideration when 
compared with the benefits to be derived 
trom these- corps again assembling for the 
same purpose. ‘Lhese corps which had as- 
sembled on permanent.duty, were, he be- 
lieved, chiefly situate in. those parts of the 
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country which were most open and.expo 
therefore, he thought they ought to-he en. 
couraged by bounties to assemble agai , 
permanent duty, in order to render | 
still more perfect in discipline. Th 
also assembled at atime of the year has 


they had mot half the means of attaigin 


that perfection of discipline which they migh 
have had at another period. With this yey 
of the subject, he thought that no serppl 
ought to. be entertained about expendipes 
or 200,000 guineas for the attainment ofy 
impor.ant an object.as that increase of dj 
cipline in the volunteer corps, which woald 
be attained by their assembling on pefma 
nent duty, .No narrow economy ough ty 
stand in the way of such an object som 
terial to the defence of the country, bs 
The : dancellor of the Exchequer said, th 
the corps which had already assembled 0 
permanent duty, had not ‘been called 
for the purpose uf learning discipline, butt 
perform garrison duty ; he, therefore, agreg 
that if they assembled again on. permaneg 
duty, they ought to receive.a similar bo 
General Maitland thought that the boun- 
ty ought to ‘be regulated by ihe number of 
days of actual service. If the volunteers te 
ceived such large bounties for service, | ther 
was danger that jealousy might, be. crealel 
among the regular troops. He suggested 
the propriety. of allowing only 3s, Od, fo 
seven days service, 10s. Od. for 14 days, and 
a guinea where it extended to the wholed} 
days. By such an arrangement he wasco 
vinced that the inconveniencies alluded to 
would be avoided. Unless this was done, 
it bad the appearance of giving the vol 
teers double pay to allow tbem such lap 
bounties. #4 
Mr. Pitt could not at all admit this 4 
rence. When men first entered into fi 
army, they might receive a bounty of 15@ 
20 guineas. ‘They thus had the meansd 
living more comfortably the first. year 0 
their service than in any one subsequent 
But it could not be seriously urged that tit 
were for the first year allowed double pi 
He disapproved of the proposition of pla 
the money allowed in the hands of the¢ 
manding officer, to be expended in ned 
saries. He thought it much preferab 
let it be given,in the form of a direct 
It was proper that the. individual 
out should, by receiving the money 
way, be enabled to dispose .of it eitie 
procuring more comfortable living, 
saving it for the use of their families. j 
was the mode of giving the allowaney 
far the most calcuiated to encoutas 
of actual service, 
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Git W. Pulteney was an enemy to any mo- 
W being given for the pay of volunteers. 
“was pot by money, but by ‘the principles 
g@spirit of the people, that voluntary «ser- 
see could be obtained. "We “must; to’ be 
gabled to defend the country, have immense 
gmbers of men in arms, and'these numbers 


ge had not money to procure. ‘There were . 


funy Other ways of disposing of oiir: mo- 
agin paying the volunteers, and with 
the economy that could be used, © the 
ise might depend on it the public purse 
mid be pretty well drained. 
Mr. Pitt alowed, that from the “habits 6f 
fivlifé he cduld'hot be’ssipposed so well quia- 
fied t6 judge’‘of the application of ‘moriey 
gthe hon. baronet; But he must be per- 


fitted to say, that the saving now proposed, 


wis one, which neither wisdom or policy 
yld suggest. Heentertained no idea that 
e was aby want of spirit in the'volunteers 
ofihis country ; but this spirit alone, with- 
ait proper encouragement, could’ not ‘pro- 
BY iottntary service adequate ‘to ‘the ex- 
tent of the danger which threatenéd ‘us. 
Miny individaals might be very-willing’ to 
let on actual sérvicé, who’ could not 
60 without material inconvenience to 
themselves and families, To remove’ this 
iitonvenience was the object to be ef- 
feted by the country, and the expense of 
money was no object compared with the 
ivantage obtained. —He knew the accuracy 
the hon, baronet’s mind, and was fully 
awite of his great weiglit, but could not help 
aA, his anxiety on the present occa- 
di to prevent the saving of the expense to 
Wincurred in paying the volunteers on ac- 
ial service. “The hon. baronet’s opposition 
tow was distinguished by as great obstinacy 
Shis pertinacious resistance last year to any 
Wwance for drilling the volunteers. He 
iisted that the comimittee would not listen 
WW any proposition for curtailing the allow- 
‘to 'volutiteers on actual duty. 

“Sir W Pulteney claimed at least the merit 
consistency. The right hon. gent. had 
thosen’ to allude’somewhat personally to his 
Machment to money. If the right: hon. 
Peat, attacked hiny on that score, he could 
Wort on him on another, and recal to the 
lection of the House the extravagant, 
Misive, and unnecessary schemes of the 
hon. géntleman’s administration, and 

§ ndraious ‘burdens to which that extra- 


Mgance had subjected the country. The 


Yonet recapitulated his former ob- 
Ons as to the inexpediency of paying 
iunteers.- 

Windham made several observations 
the ‘point in question, Much had been 
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said of the little importance of expense in 
such a case, but he did not entirely subscribe 
to such’ a doctrine. One great question to 
be considered was, whether the objects pro- 
posed could not be got cheaper? Safety was 
a great and imposing sound; it-was a thing 
of the last importance, but the committce 
should recollect that the present discussion 
referred only toa chance of safety, and that 
but a very bad one too; it was~also fair to 
consider whether the chance of safety they 
were about to purchase was worth the money 
to be given for it. ' There were othey objects 
upon which the money im question might be 
laid out, and with far greater advamtage ; the 
expense of these things was the grand con- 
sidération; it was the very’ sinews of war : 
let them consider that afterall they ‘were 
always stopped by considerations of expense; 
things went on smoothly and well until the 
expense induced ‘hesitation. There werea 
number of ways in which the’sum of money 
under consideration might be better applied 
—to the amelioration of the regular army for 
instance; that most effective species of our 
force might be in many ways advantaged by 
money, and in an incalculably greater pro- 
portion ‘than the’ advantages dttainable in 
the present object. It was by no means 
thought in the ¢ountry, that the _ monies 
under consideration were ‘to be applied to 
the purposes now stated. In the county of 
Nortolk the general understanding was, that 


| the money was to be given for necessaries, 


and not as had been held, in the shape of a 
bounty, and a bounty renewable as often as 
the force should be called cut. 

After a few observations from Mr. R. Ry- 
der, the provision of “‘ that asum, not exceed- 
ing one Guinea, shall be paid by the receivers- 
general, &c.” was agreed to by the commit- 
tce.—A few of the subsequent clauses and 


| ‘provisions of the bill were then agreed to, 
| without observation or amendment.—On the 


suggestion of Mr. Secretary Yorke the com- 
mittee agreed to report: progress, the chair- 
man was directed accordingly, and the House 
resuming, the committee was directed to 
proceed again on ‘I hursday. The remaining 
orders were then disposed of, and at twelve 
o'clock the House adjourned. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, March 7. 
[Minures.]—Counsel were finally heard 
relative to the Irish Appeal, Stewart vw. 
Young. After which. their “lordships af- 
firmed the decree of the Irish court.—-The 
bills. before the House were forwarded in 





their “respective stages: among which. the 
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Duke of York’s Estate Bill was read a third | Election, brought up the report of. 

time and passed, and the Marine Mutiny Bill, | termination of the committee, whi 

and the Scotch Bankrupt Law Bill ‘were | that it was the opinion of the eon 

read a second time, : that, of the sitting members, Charles Br 

[Mutiny Bitt.]—On the question for |. Esq. was duly elected; but that Sip 
the third reading of the Mutiny Bill, Manners was not duly elected; that ne 
The Duke of Norfolk rose; and made some | John Manners, Esq. nor Wm. Webb, 

observations relative to certain provisions | were duly elected. members for the 

which had been introduced into the bill, the | of Ilchester, but that neither of the 

effect of which, and more especially their | of thesé two gentlemen appeared frivok 
introduction into a bill such as that under | vexatious.—Sir W. Young then gaveing 
consideration, he highly disapproved. The | cial report from the said committee, sf 
provisions to which he alluded,, went to au- | that in the opinion of the commilte 
thorise the collection of tolls upon the pas- | Wim. Manners had, at the last electionf 
sage of army waggons, &c. over certain | Ilchester, by himself, or his agents, bem & tic 
bridges, Having stated his grounds of ob- | guilty of bribery and corruption, so as toi, Haile 
jection to such a regulation, in some detail, | capacitate him from sitting for the b 
the noble duke observed, that the principle | of Ilchester upon such election, and also tht & ij 
upon which it proceeded was a novel one, | Wm. Webb had been guilty of bribery ini & { 
with a reference to bills of a similar descrip- | corruption, This report was ordered to jj 
tion of that before their lordships. His in- | on the taple.—On the motion for Sir Wo 
terference-was guided by, no other motive | Young, the speaker was ordered to sen 

than a view to the public service. Mutiny | warrant to the clerk of the crown, tois 

bills may be said to be regular annual bills |. writ for the election of a burgess to 

since the establishment of a standing army, | Parliament for the borough of Iiche 
-and were necessarily sd, as long as that.es- | the.room of Sir Wm, Manners, whose sat 
tablishment continued, He did not then | had been declared vacant. pi 
amove to expunge the provisions in question, | | [Mitirany Orricers’ Income Tax |= 

but he trusted what he had thrown out | Lord Temple, according to notice fe 

would have its weight with the framers of | given, moved, ‘« That there be laid 

such bills, and induce them to amend the this House, an account of all sums of moj 








act accordingly.—Some private business was | assessed under the authority of the com 
then disposed of, and the House adjourned. sioners appointed to collect the ee 


ceeding from the military incomes of alh 





cers on the half-pay, on the staff, or belong: sud 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. ing to his Majesty's park in ‘any regiment I gore 
‘ of cavalry, arullery, infantry, royal ‘ot 
_ Wednesday, March 7. royal sh os bethelions, iy ode of ea 

{Minuzes.]—A message from the Lords | neers, or of the militia, from the 5th 

announced their consent to the Portugal Corn | April,to the 5th of October, 1803, inclu, 

Indemnity Bill, the London Dock Bill, the | so far as the said assessments refer to of 0h 

Duke of York's Estate Bill, the Irish Bank | cern the subaltern officers on half-pay, 

Restriction Bill, and others.—Doctor Duige- | any. of the said corps or regiments, - 

nan moved the order of the day for the com- | only wanted an answer to this motion! 

mitment of the Bill for Regulating the Age | the chancellor of the exchequer, as fi 

at which Holy Orders should be allowed to | not quite prepared to’ bring it forward-t 

be taken in Ireland. The Bill was accord- | former occasion, 4 

ingly committed, and ordered to be reported The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, | 

to-morrow.—Sir E. Hartopp brought in a | he should have. been very sorry to haved 

Bill to enable the Peace-Officers of Leicester, | prived the House, or the noble lord, of at 

at the Quarter-Sessions, to make a fair rate of | information on the subject, were it not 

taxes for that county. Read the first time.— | he knew that the noble lord's object 

Mr. Vansittart brought "p a Bill for permit- | relieve the sabaltern officers from. 

ting the importation’ot hides, tallow, and | To this he felt that it was impossible. 

wool, in foreign ships, on paying of the like | cede, and on this ground he must 

duties as if imported in British or Irish ships. | the motion. 

Read a first time, and ordered to be read.a Lord Temple said, that the chane 

second time. to-morrow.—Mr. Alexander | the exchequer had correctly understoogm 

brought up the Report of the Irish Reve- | grounds upon which he moved for thi## 

nue Acts Bill.—Sir William Young, Chair- | count, for it was certainly with a % 

man? of the Committee on the set | found a motion upon it, for relieving ® 
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n officets from the effects of the tax. 


y wished the question to be put at” 


, without entering any farther into 
é question was then put, and nega- 
thout a division.—His Jordship then 
potice, that on this day fortnight he 


j bring forward a motion, for the House 


ve itself into a committee, to constdér 
perty tax, as far as it related to the 
tions to be imposed upon subaltera 


ish InsURRECTION.}—Sir Job. Wrot- 
—I rise, Sir, in pursuance of the no- 
gave upon a former night, to call your 
tion to a subject by no means new to 
louse. It has frequently been discussed 

tally, and in all these discussions 
has hitherto appeared to be a material 

ce of opinion amongst his Majesty's 

rs, as to where the blame was. imput- 
At will not, then, be deemed surprising 
his Majesty's ministers, with all the means 
finformation they possess, have not been 
bleto form a decided and unanimous opi- 
g, that there should exist also. doubts in 


j individual like myself, should wish to 
‘forward this inquiry in a shape which, 
s first instance, will admit a wide ficld 
wssion, and, if it meets the approba- 
of the House, will afford an opportunity 

ting every, species of information 


can tend to elucidate a transaction of | 


thimportance to the honor of the Irish 


msh people.—Ishall not inguire what 


aced the hon. Admiral (Berkeley) to | 


his motion, but I totally disclaim the 
tion with which he, from the most ho- 
le motives of friendship, had been in- 
d to bring it forward. 


ment, to exculpate another, that the 
should undergoa full, fair, and can- 
vestigation. 


» that the Parliament of that country 
ompetent to the management of their 
fairs. Such an objection is since the 
b, not only impossible, but appears to 
a0 opportunity of impressing the ne- 
_of a strict attention to their welfare. 
hot be doubted that great sacrifices 
Made by the members of Ireland, and 
ho member of the British Parliament 
d that measure, without first reflecting 
‘Mile important duty he took upon himself, 
id Without a determination to feel an equal 
3A 


| all occasions, 








Upon any motion of in- | 
| @ury relative to Ireland, it was formerly ob- 
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regard for the interests of that country upon. 
Those interests were formerly: - 
the exclusive care of the Irish Legislature.;. 
their discussions were free from the’ weighty 
and important considerations of foreign po 
licy, and their whole attention was directed 
to the improvement of the internal state of. 
the country, and to keep ajealous and watch-. 
ful eye over the government in whose hands , 
their lives and property were placed. -All 
these considerations are now blended with the . 
great duties of a general attention to the in- 
terests of the empire at large, and I earnestly 


| hope they will equally become subjects of 
| serious and important concern to every gen- 
| tleman who hears me, and that we shall prove 
| we agreed to the measure of Union, not for 


the purpose of depriving Ireland of any be-~ “ 
nefit, but of lending our. assistance, and all; 
the abilities possessed by this House, in en- 
deavouring to raise. her to an equal share of. 


| prosperity with this part.of the empire, and, 
| to conciliate the minds of the lower orders in 
| that country, that. instead of being objects 
| of jealousy to the government, they may, 
i like the people of this country, become a 


formidable increase to that national. force, 
which we may be called upon to exert against 
the common enemy.—Another objection. .is 
of more recent date.. A motion in. some re~ 
spects similar. to. that. which I shall submit, 
was, opposed upon two grounds, the. first, 
that any motion ‘* not proposed to be fel- 


| lowed up by any praetical measure, with a 
ament, and the safety and happiness of | 


view to some beneficial effect, must at all 
times be liable to great objections,”—In. the 
present case, it is my intention to move for 


| a Committee of the whole House, to inquire 


into the conduct of the government of Ire- 


land relative to the insurrection of the 23d 
I feel myself | 
ppon to consider the subject on a more | 
ped scale, and without wishing to throw | 
ser share of blameupon one part of the | 


July, and the previous. conduct of that go-— 
vernment, as far as it relates to the said in- 
surrections ; and [ have no hesitation in say- 
ing, that a beneficial effect mus? result from 
this enquiry. If, on the one hand, it should 
aypear that the government of Ireland were 
active and vigilant, that they had taken every 
means.of procuring correct information; that 
they had. had the ability to discriminate what 
was true, and what was exaggerated ; ‘if the 
Lord Lieutenant should appear to have been 
at his post, prepared, in concert with the 
Commander of the Forces, to give the ne- 
cessary orders, anxiously watching over the 
lives of his Majesty’s subjects entrusted to 
his care, and placed under his immediate 
protection--is any man prepared to say, that 
a beneficial effect will not be derived by re- 
moving doubts which are entertained, and 
very generally too, of the conduct of the 
Irish government? Will no beneficial effect 
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be produce | by increasing the confidence of 
the people of that country: in this House? 
Yes, Sir, the Irish area generous and grate - 
fal people, the constitution of their country, 
which has undergone’ a material change, 
téaches them now to look up to zs for pro- 
tection, justice, and a recress of grievances, 
Eet them not apply in vain, Let us not con- 
sider them. as empty words, but’ consider 
their substance, and their consequences, and 
let the Irish nation never have reason to as- 
sért, that their interests are neglected, or 
that justice is denied them by this House. — 
If, on the other hand, it should appear, that 
government disregarded fi the information 
given them, despised advice, had been 
so ignorant of the real state of the country, 
as to be incapable of discrimination ; that 
during their administration no systeny of po- 
lice was arranged, with which they kept up 
a constant communication—if it should ap- 
peat, that though frequently warned, they 
were not aware of the extent of the prepa- 
rations,’ or inclined to give credit to them— 
wilfany man deny, that a beneficial effect 
willbe produced by an immediate applica- 
tion to the’ throne, to dismiss those under 
whose very eye an insurrection has been ma- 
tured; by whose negligence a great and il- 
Fustrious character has been dragged’ from 
~the arms of’ bis daughter, and murdered in 
her presence, who, if proper precautions had 
been taken, might still have been contribut- 
ing to the‘Happiness of his family, and the 
advantage of his country ?—The other 
ground of opposition upon that occasion was 
the early period at which the inquiry was 
¢alled for. “But when it is recollected, that 
in the year 798, when the rebellion was 
over, and individuals brought to justice, the 
frish government: came to Parliament, with 
all the information they possessed, it will not 
be deemed objectionable at this hour, when 
we are under precisely the same circum- 
stances. I am‘at a loss, then, to judge what 
objection can be made to a motion, which I 
shall submit, from no’ motives of personality 
to ay -individual concerned, for with none 
am I acquainted, but solely in the spirit of 
fair inquiry and investigation.—TI shall en- 
deavour, as briefly as possible, to state the 
particulars of this transaction, As early as 
the December preceding, Mr. Emmett re- 
turned from the continent, and joined a con- 


¢piracy already formed. This time of its” 


duration, about 8 months, is farther-corrobo- 
rated by the proclamation found inthe depot 
of the rebels, and which they intended to 
have published, ‘had ‘they been successful. 
Nothing very material transpires till his 
Majesty's message of the 8th of March was 
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ue 
known. That which spread such gene 
gloom over the minds of every gentlemay iy 
this House, seems to have given fresh: viog 
to these conspirators. In the same month 
in the metropolis of Treland, under the ime 


mediate eye of government, several depots 


were established, and particularly one jy 
Patrick-street, and one near Dirty-lane. The 
forgitig pikes, making pike handles, colle. 
ing ‘blunderbusses and pistols, making ip 
military cloathing, and orher warlike’ prepa. 
rations, continued to be madewithout a 


interruption from the government, till the 


16th of July, when the depot in Patrick - street 
exploded. A peace-officer visited this depit 
the day the explosion took place, and found 


pikes, pike-handles, and preparations fi 


making gunpowder. What the government 
did in Consequence of a circumstance of such 
evident notoriety, will be for them toe. 
plain, should the House think fit to grant 
this inquiry ; but, so alarmed was Mr. Bin 
mett, that he immediately changed his res. 
dence, and appears during the followi 

week, to have made every exertion to acc 
lerate his preparations till the hour of 9 on 
Saturday night the 23d of July, when heis 
stated upon his trial, to have’ sallied forth 
avowedly for the purpose of attacking the 
castle of Dublin. Men, from all parts of 
the country, had been observed resortingto 
Dublin, and a‘large body were actually arm 
ed near the depot in Dirty-lane, before the 
were at all perceived by the peace officers; 
nor had government any intimation of thi 
depdt, which contained 8,000 pikes, dnt 
above 34,000 ball cartridges, besides other 
military stores.—As a recital of all the bir 
barous proceedings of these rebels is anne 
céssary to my argument, I will proceed 
examine the conduct of government. ‘That 
they did not make any preparations, I do not 
assert, but shall state to the House all I know 
they did, and leave gentlemen, until itshiall 
be finally ascertained by an inquiry, to dtaw 
their own inference as to their sufficienty= 
That government were repeatedly warned 

their danger, by persons of great credit atid 
respectability, there’ is no doubt, and 1 
lieve that in many instances, that inforim 
tion was most ungraciously received. At 

o'clock the commande; in chief fs stated to 


have been informed of it, and the pet 


tenant proceeded soon after to the Ph 


Lodge to prevent giving any alarm. Time 


tion this to prove, that the not creating alam 
was the determination of this meeting m@? 
o'clock. 
precautions were recommended relative® 
the bank and the ordnance stores, ang) 
meeting of the principal-officers of the gi 
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fison was also determined upon; but still, in 
oder to.avoid giving a/arm, it is expressly 
ated, that this meeting should not take 

ce till after dark, nor were the guards to 

» re-inforced till the same period. That no 
jnformation was given to the mayor, is not 
denied, but it is asserted, that informaiion 
was given to Mr. Alderman Alexander, the 
perintending magistrate.—Now, Sir, J am 
aredibly informed, that Mr. Alderman Alex- 
nder actually slept out of Dublin that very 
ight. In the absence of the lord lieutenant 
a right hon. gent. who was attending his 
uty in Parliament, the first public officer 
was Mr. Marsden, the under secretary. This 
entic¢man would of course have correspon- 
dence with other public officers, during such 
ahimportant moment. When the accounts 
qatinued to increase, it was his opinion, or 
fiber, (to use his own words) it would be 
“handsomely done” to reinforce the guards at 
the Phenix Lodge. This the iord lieute- 
nant, in the postscript to a letter which has 
wpeared in the public prints acknowledges, 
but concludes that the commander in chief 
lus received further intelligence.—Now, 
ir, I take this to be an unequivocal proef, 

that the information given to the commander 
in chief at 3 o'clock, did not even warrant 
- providing additional secvrity for the person 
ofthe first magistrate; and this I will add, 
that no information was given him, that was 
fot accompanied with doubts, stating that 
Mr, Marsden could ‘“ neither wholly credit 
nor reject them.” Such was the want of 
accurate information, that two hours before 
the rebellion broke out, their secretary could 
Meither credit or reject the reports! But 
there has been, on the part of some persons, 
a attempt to throw the blame on the mili- 
tay. The House will recollect, that at the 
period this transaction took place, Ireland 
Was asserted to be in a state of perfect tran- 
fe, There were no acts for suspending 
le habeas-corpus, or for proclaiming mar- 
tal law; consequently, its police devolved 
tpon the civil power.—I trust it will never be 
Mserted, that. under such circumstances the 
military should be resorted to in the first in- 
tance. I should, on the contrary, conceive, 
that they were in no way responsible, unless 
lould be proved, that upon application 
€ civil] power, they were not prepat- 

o far, I believe, from this being the 
only one magistrate actéd with them, 
fused to allow them to fire, alleging 
Dot to be within the limits of his ju- 
ction, and the insurrection was quelled 
imas-street by a military force, without 
atice of a magistrate, the officer’ 

in his own defence—nor was he en« 
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abled to act so effectually in pursuing the 
rebels, as he might have done, for want of 
proper assistance from the civil power, but 
was obliged to fall back on the barracks in 
James street, But this part. of the sabject 
lics within a very narrow compass. If all was 
done that was agreed upon at 3 o'clock, and 
subsequently advised by the civil power, ale 
ways under a positive order to avoid giving 
any alarm, I shall. feel satisfied that the 
military are excalpated, and the postcript of 
a letter received by Gen. Fox, just as the 
rebellion was breaking out, clearly proves 
that the lerd lieutenant conceived he. had 
done more than was necessary. The post- 
script runs thus: ‘‘ J have just. heard that 
** you have given directions for augmenting 
“* the guard here to an officer: and 30 men. 
“ I coaclude from it, that you have received 
““ some further intelligence, which induces 
** you to think it adviseable, and.as an alarm 
“ is given, that precaution. will not add 
** greatly to it.”"—I might possibly be consi- 
dered here, as wishing to exonerate. the com= 
mander in chief. I disclaim any such inten- 
tion, further than that impression which I 
have received from a careful investigation of 
the facts, Butif there is any cause to blame 
his conduct, let that, also, .be brought for- 
ward. The public have a claim upon this 
House for the truth of the particulars of that 
transaction. Itis that which 1 demand, and 
will pledge myself, if tae House thinks fit to 
acquiesce in this motion, to produce to them 
a scene of weakness and indecision, far be- 
yond the conception of any one who hears me, 
I will prove a secretary writing letters unpre- 
cedented as to their equivocal meaning, I 
will prove him, just as the rebellion broke 
out, writing this laconic. and extraordinary 
epistle: ‘* Our.accounts grow more serious. 
«* Tam_ told that men are, marching on the 
« Jine of the canal. Appearances look but 
*¢ uncomfortable. Yours, &c.” This and 
the unsatisfactory accounts of the reports 
which he could neither credit or reject, were 
the. intimations given of an insurrection that 
threatened to subyert the government of Ire- 
land. I will then move for letters from. the 
lord lieutenant, written after this barbarous 
and. sanguinary rebellion, with an. apathy 
and unconcern,,of .which nothing but the 
letters themselves, can give an adequate idea. 
Nor is there a man in this House, who pos- 
sesses the warmth of honest feeling, who 
will not perceive with indignation, the very 
little anxiety which. at. this ..wful moment 
was manifested for the public safety.. The 

recautions taken for the lord lieutenant will, 

think, shew the. insignificant opinion origi- 
nally entertained of this rebellion, aud form 
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a history of the minds of government during 
nine very important hours. At 3 o'clock the 
lord lieutenant conceived himself sufficiently 
‘guarded by a serjeant and 12 men; between 
8 and 9 he was surprised it should be thought 
necessary for him to be guarded by an offi- 
cer and 30 men;: and before 11, he sent or- 
ders to Sir Charles Asgill by Sir Edward Lit- 
tlehales, for a further reinforcement of a cap- 
tain and 50 dragoons, and a field officer and 
100 infantry. I do not state this as more 
than necessary ; on the contrary, I think the 
person of the first magistrate in that country 
should be held sacred; but I state it, as a 
criterion of his opinion of the rebellion, and 
if we proportion the alarm in the minds of 
overnment-to the number of men, it was 
jost fifteen times greater at 11 o'clock than 
at 3, when the precautions were originally 
agreed upon.— Now, in considering all these 
facts, I have wished to trace some principle 
upon which the government acted ; and the 
only consistent part they appear to me to 
have held, was a determination to avoid giv- 
ing a/arm. It may, therefore, be necessary 
to say a few words on the propriety of that 
determination. It has always been admitted, 
that it~is better to prevent than to punish 
‘crimes. It is impossible the government 
could have intended to wait till this insur- 
réction took place, with a view of discover- 
ing the authors; the risk which every loyal 
man must have run, the placing the lives of 
his Majesty's subjects, even for the shortest 
period, in such a state of danger, would of 
itself be deemed highly criminal, and the im- 
propriety of such a measure cannot be more 
fully exemplified than in the unfortunate oc- 
currence which actually took place.—But, it 
has been argied,’that the melancholy cir- 
cumstance of Lord Kilwarden’s death was 
** accidental,” the rising ‘* a contemptible 
riot.” Can that be deemed “ contemptible,” 
which had for its object the separation of 
Ireland, to deprive us of her valuable assist- 
ance at a moment when we were called upon 
to make every exertion for the very defence 
-of these kingdoms ? which was evidently un- 
dertaken’ in concert with the enemy, ‘who 
had probably contributed to the powerful 
means which they had of carrying their plans 
into execution. Can that be called a “ con- 
temptible riot,” which induced you ‘to pass 
bilis, giving the ‘greatest’ possible power to 
the government of that country, and after‘a 
“period of 4 months deliberately to renew 
them ? which obliged you to place the yeéo- 
maonry of Ireland on’ permanent ‘duty for 3 
months, ‘at-an expense of above - 400,000!. 
to be defrayed by the two’ countries? No ! 
Sir, the govetnment of ‘Ireland found itself 


embarrassed.. To justify these strong: me, 
sures, they were oliged to represent ives 
true light; they then perceived that if jt ya, 
important and extensive, they should hy 


they ‘call in their proclamations “ darjgy 


temptible riot."—But let us not. differ asi 
terms. Grant a full and fair investigation, 
Let us bave authenticated papers, and perions 
at your bar. Let us have the facts, and the 
appropriate name will easily be found sf 
therefore move, ‘* That this house do resolye 
itself into a commitee of the whole housetp 
inquire into the conduct of the Jrish gover, 
ment relative to the insurrection of the 234 
of July, and the previous conduct of tht 
government, as far as relates to the said ip. 
surrection.” 


his niotion for this inquiry upon the supposed 
criminal neglect or incapacity of the Irish 
government in regard to the insurrection of 
the 23d of July. The hon. bart. began bis 
observations with one which does not posstsg 
that accuracy, which, { have no doubt, the 
hon. bart. intended. He assumed in thebe 
ginning of his speech, that it had been com 
ceded that blame attached to some parte 
the Irish government either civil or military, 
and that, therefore, this motion was necessat 
to ascertain to which the blame actually be 
longed. If any such concession has beet 
made, I should consider that event as bel 
by far too important to justify me in opposif 
the inquiry. Bat no such concession Wat 
ever made by his Majesty's ministers ftom 
the first moment the affair was’ ever mer 
tioned; the language of ministers was ull 
formly this, that ia their judgment no blame 
whatever ‘attached to the persons in the’ 
vernment if Ireland, whether civil or military, 


now sufficiently ‘notorious to enable parlia 
ment to judge whether or not an inquiry 
necessary.—I shall now shortly examine ti 
grounds upon which I consider this i 

as hecessary or expedient ; and if I shall? 
able'to satisfy“ the house, that there 
ground to attribute blame to any charac 
civil or military, J shall I hope satisfy them 
that there isno ground for the present inqaiy: 
I am perfectly aware, that those who # 
closely connected with the petsons WH 
form a part of the government of Irelaié 
either ‘civil or military, may be anxiou 
an inquiry.: Had the hon, bart. 
propér to bring forward his motion 
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been better prepared against it, and Why 


and rebellious outrages in prosecution of ¢ 
rebellious conspiracy,” dwindles into a “gq. 


Lord Castlereagh.—Sir ; if I rightly om 
derstand the hon. baronet,, he has “founded ' 
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ied to more. regard, and attended with 
gaccess. Without: entering into any 
inquiry, the facts connected with 

iui fansaction must undoubtedly be of suf- 
dent notoriety to discuss the question, whe- 
ier or not there be ground of accusation 
instany particular person, were the ques- 
gato be put to issue on that particular 
aint, As far as his Majesty's ministers are 
eqeerned, they have uniforaily denied that 
oy blame attaches on the part of his Majes- 
i#soovernment in Ireland ; and they have al- 
yy said, that those who are inclined to 
ike that matter a subject of inquiry, may 
ike it a. matter of distinct inquiry, and 
feollective and general, as in the present 
julance—As to the matter of expediency ; 
shall be able to. satisfy the house that 
there is no fair ground to impute blame to 


“oy quarter, I shall go thus far, that it is 
at duty of ministers to institute any in- 
quiry, merely for the purpose of establishing 
ithe satisfaction of the public, that no 
blame is imputable to avy person whatever. 
There may be some individuals who have a 
le connexion with the transaction, who 
may wish that some investigation should 
take place. I own, that if | myself were 


‘nasimilar situation, I should wish, for my 


Qwn justification, that inquiries should be 
ude. Private feelings, however, are totally 
inconsistent with parliamentary considera- 


eal what it is our duty in this place to. 
‘ 


idalge. Such wishes, in individvals, con- 
ditate, I must own, but an uncertain crite- 
tin of the real fact ; but surely, to an uo- 
pejadiced mind, those feelings must be the 
slrongest, where the most complete innocence 
fists; where this is the case, it is cer- 
fainly unnecessary to waste the valuable time 
of parliament in such investigations. —My 
fist objection, therefore, to this inquiry is, 
‘That itis unnecessary, as there is no imputa- 
fion of blame against any of the persons con- 
fected with the Irish government.—But 
there is another material objection in point 


@ time to this inquiry, because the object 
@ it is to attack lord Hardwicke, and it 


surely is not consistent with justice to insti- 
tité-an inquity concerning his conduct, 
his whole time is taken up in adminis- 


“fering the affairs of Iréland. And this ob-- 


je tion does not only.apply to the lord lieut., 
bit to, the other persons concerned in the 


‘Peveroment of Ireland, whether civil or 
4 nil ty: because, if the inquiry is insti- 


Med, the officers who hold chief commands 
reland, must necessarily be examined ; 


4 id e persons concerned in the civil depart- 
Pitat must also be examined, and in the 
Ma lime the opinion of the people, with 
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regard to the government, wonld be. sus- 
pended, the valuable time of parliament 
would be taken up, the principal civil and 
military officers must be brought from Ire~« 
land to be examined, and all this upon .an 
occasion where no blame can be attached to 
any person whatsoever. I do-not mean to 
say, that these are arguments that ought to 
preclude an inquiry, if any satisfactory 
grounds had been laid for one; but when. no 
satisfactory case has been made out, un- 
doubtedly the inconvenietice that must attend , 
it, will have great weight with the house, [ 
profess myself at present fully prepared to 
meet the hon. bart. upon his own grounds, 
and I have no doubt but that I shall 
be able to convince the House that this in- 
quiry ought not to be gone into. The hon. 
baronet has stated, that the lord lieutenant 
and the Irish government were totally igno- 
rant of the affairs of that country, that they 
were supine in the discharge of their duty, 
that they had not proper information, and 
that they were incapable of distinguishing 
the nature of any information given to them, 
whether it were true or whether it were 
false. — Besides these general charges, the 
hon. baronet has advanced some specific 
charges: he has contended that they did not 
truly appreciate the degree of danger with 
which they were threatened on the 23d July, 
and that they did not take adequate means 
to meet it.—With respect to the general 
charges, I beg to say a few words ; and first, 
I beg to deprecate that mode of stating the 
question which the hon. baronet has adopted, 
It has been inferred from the general lan- 
guage which ministers have used, with re- 
gard to the tranquil state of Ireland, that 
they conceived that all danger had ceased, 
and that there was no occasion for any pre= 
caution. I contend that every part. of their 
conduct shews that they did adopt every ne- 
cessary precaution ; and even the transac- 
tions of the 23d of July, when they came 
to be fully examined in a court’ of justice, 
proved the justice of my assertion. It is 
true that ministers, speaking of the people 
of Ireland generally, said, that they were 
loyal, and that they were tranquil, that the 
laws could be administered in their usual 
course, and that, therefore, there were no 
grounds to justify them for calling for any 
extraordinary powers. Bat, I would ask any 
man in this House, when ministers held this. 
language, did they mean .to convey to Par- 
liament, that such a miracle had. been 
wrought in Ireland, as that a country which 
had, in.a great degree, been rendered sys- 
tematically traitorous, had at once put ona 
completely new appearance, and that ajl the 
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seeds of rebellion were completely eradicat- 
ed from it. I can venture to say, that no 
word ever dropped from any individual 
which could justify sach an interpretation. 
No; it is impossible that such a construction 
ean be put upon any thing that passed on any 
occasion. There were’ no such drivellers in 
the government of that ‘country,—It is, 
however, but justice to Lord Hardwicke to 
state, that he did, before the 23d of July, 
seriously submit to ministers, upon general 
‘ grounds, whether, under the contemplation 
of the treason existing in that country, the 
stispension of the habeas corpus act ought 
not to be ‘adopted as a matter of precau- 
tion ? This consideration the noble lord did 
submit to ministers, without particularly 
pressing it as his own opinion. This is a 
proof, that his mind was not misled as to the 
real state of the country.—His Majesty’s mi- 
nisters, upon ful) consideration of this pro- 
position, did not think it expedient to adopt 
that measure ; and I think their decision 
- Was a wise one, considering the situation of 
this country, which was united like one man 
in defence of their liberties and their inde- 
pendence, and considering the growing 


loyalty of the people of Ireland ; because, : 


under such circumstances, it would have 
been neither wise nor prudent to have acted 
upon principles of jealousy towards the peo- 


ple of freland.—I trust I have now proved | 


this point, that the lord lieutenant of Ireland 
had, neither taken so supefficial nor so un- 


wise a-view of the state of Ireland, as to. 


suppose that it was a country of complete 
joyalty, and that no measures of precaution 
were necessaty.—-The next charge is, that 
government were not possessed of full infor- 
mation on ‘the subject of the insurrection. 
Wow, T beg leave to contend, that it is not a 
subject of blame in every case, if govern- 
ment is not in possession of every step and 
plan which the conspirators might adopt, 
because in’ some cases it is actually im- 
possible. During the former rebellion in 
dreland, the system of terror was carried to 
such a pitch, that it is almost impossible 
to obfain intelligence. In the ‘present, it 
was equally difficult to obtain intelligence, 
though from a different reason, for the se- 
cret' was in so few hands, that there were 
‘scarcely any means of obtaining information. 
The explosion of the powder-mill in Patrick- 
street; however, determined the conspira- 
tors to lose no time*in carrying their plot 
into execution ; yet the secret was still con- 
fined to very few persons, namely, those 
who were suffered to go’'to the depot, and 
they were not above eightin number. But 
afier the explosion of the powder-mill,’ go- 
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‘ject. of overturning the government of i 
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vernment did obtain inteliigence, for j, 
conspirators wrote from Dublin on the 1 

of July, to some persons at Belfast, requ 

ing assistance, and that circumstance wa 
known to the government on the 21st in 
Dublin. Information was also received fram 
maby channels of the intended rising on 

21st, 22d, and 23 of July. Upon the grog 

therefore, of information, it does apps 

that the [rish government were not deficien: 
— I come now to consider whether the 

had adopted proper measures of >recinui 
and, in order to decide that question, we 
must estimate the extent of the danger, jy 
know whether the measures of precaution 
were sufficient. I shall first examine th 

extent of the danger as it appeared pho 

and then as it appeared in the actual res 

of the insurrection. The conspirator§ had 
not determined to act till after the explosion 
in Patrick-street, and then, instead of adopt 
ing the conduct which was adopted in th 
former rebellion, of communicating the g. 
cret to a great many persons, they only com 
municated itto afew. I beg the Hotsetp 
consider, what was the situation of the gp 

vernment of Ireland: they knew that a 
application had been made to the peopleat 
the north to rise, which application Wa 
so coldly received, that the report made to 
the conspirators was, that the north would 
not act. It was also known, that almostall 
the counties in the interior had refused to 
act, and that. the only support upon which 
the rebels could depend was from the coum 
ties of Kildare and Wicklow, and one bi 
rony in the formerly rebellious county of 
Wexford ; and it was known that there wa 
not any considerable body of rebels that 
could move speedily to: Dublin. If, under 
these circumstances, I had been called upon 
to consider the subject, I certainly could 
never have entertained the supposition that 
the rebels of the city of Dublin could have 
entertained so absurd and mad an idea, # 
that they could, considering the gartison 
that was in that city, have entertained aly 
hope of taking the castle. The man who, 
however, did attempt to carry this a 
into execution was a Mr. Emmett, a young 


‘man of an enthusiastic mind, who, in col 
‘sequence of the death of his father, became 
‘possessed of about 30001. and this sum be 
thought proper whdlly to embark in the pro- 


‘e 


countty ; he did not, as had. been done dt 


‘former occasions, Tun the risk of detection 


by applying for subscriptions, but proceeds 
upon his own capital, and collected 4 vey 
considerable quantity of pikes; but, certail 


‘not so many as has been stated, for i te 
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‘fgooo there were not above 3000; but 
on if bé had collected 8000 pikes, it never 
auld have entered into his head that he 
iid fud.8000 men in Dublin to use them ; 
certatoty would not have been very 
acha city as Dublin, and with such 
Indeed, Emmett does not seem 
‘bestowed much consideration upon 

ject. It appeared that he applied to 

ople in Kildare to join him; they 
‘pradent enough, however, to make 
inquiries as to the means he had pro- 

o ensure success : Emmett replied, 
could not com municaie with them at 
distance, but if they would send two 
tial delegates, he would shew them 

ns he had provided : they did, ac- 
ingly, send two delegates, who arrived 
blio immediately previous to, the in- 
tion, and were taken by him toe the 

in Thomas-street; bat they were so 
that the means were insufficient, 

mtthey made such a report, that scarcely 
if the people from Kildare assisted upon 
occasion. Mr. Emmett was, therefore, 
at last to march from his depot at 
héad of an army of 80. men, and before 
be reached the market-house in Thomas- 
sitet, his army was reduced to 20,.men, 
| most of whom were general officers. This, 
therefore, appears to be the whole of the 
anger the Irish government had to guard 
inst. But, evenif Emmett had 8000 
fe his 8000 pikes, the garrison of 
iblin was able to have driven twice that 
pombe’ out of the town.—I now beg to say 
afew words as to the nature andextent of the 
military preparations in Dublin. ‘The gar- 
h consisted of four regiments of infantry, 
one of cavalry, amounting together, in- 
ding artillery, to 4000 rank and file. 
Mis garrison was not placed in one point, 
Mit Occupied no less than eight different 
pititions, in barracks. ‘lhe guard that was 
cistantly mounted in Dublin amounted to 
elween 3 and 400 men.—Now, with re- 
spect to the precautions that were ased, the 
commander in chief, when he returned from 
the lord’ lieutenant, wrote to the officer 
commanding the artillery and ordnance, to 
sie him to use all necessary precautions 
fotthéir security, and the most effectual 
Reabtions were accordingly adopted to se- 
ute them’ from any attack. The national 
MOK was the next object, which was de- 
Maded by an officer's guard ; it is besides a 
By strong building, and situated within 200 
mds of {wo of the most considerable mili- 
lity stations in Dublin, the royal barracks 
MG the barracks at Essex -Bridge.— With re- 
to the castle of Dublin, nobody would 
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feel more concern than I should,.if any of 
his Majesty's castles were taken possession of 
by rebels. But even if the rebels-had taken 
it, it would not have facilitated their opera- 
tions, nor would it have done any other mis- 
chief than that of enabling them ta destroy 
a few records ; but the castle was always de- 
fended by a strong garrison, and besides it 
was within 100 yards. of the barracks at Es- 
sex-Bridge, in which was the 62d regiment, 
consisting of between 6 and 700 men. Be- 
tween 7 and 8 o'clock, the artillery officer 
reported that all these stations were in-a 
state.of perfect security. But the comman- 
der. in chief did not.stop here, he made 
other arrangements ;. he augmented some 
of the guards, and others he ordered to be 
augmented after it was dark.; At half-past 
6 oclock he sent orders to augment the bank 
and the castle guards with 50 men each, but 
the reinforcements. were not ta march tilt 
after dark. He gave orders for guards also 
to march to the. following places, viz. to the 
lord lieutenant’s, in the park; to the royal 
hospital, at Kilmainham ; and tothe guard 
at Kilmainham, each a serjeant and 12 men; 
20 men to Chapelizod, and an officer's guard 
to Clondalkin, where.the powder-mills were, 
I trust, therefore, that. it will appear that 
the commander, in chief had .not neglected 
the necessary precautions for. the security of 
Dublin.—It now remains to be. seen how. 
these precautions operated. When the at- 
tuck broke out, it appeared. that two smait 
parties were sufficient, completely to dis- 
perse the rebels, even before any other par- 
ties could march to their assistance. As 
soon as the insurrection was known, parties 
marched from the royal barracks, and I 
vow hold in my.hand an official report of 
general Dunn, who commanded the garrison 
in the barracks, ,that.night, by. which it ag- 
peared that between 10 and 11 o'clock, the 
following parties marched from the barracks, 
viz, 100 foot and 5Ohorse, to the, lord lieu- 
tenant’s, in the.park ; 50 men at the bank; 
3 parties of 100,.men each, besides. some 
smaller ones, were sent in different directions; 
in all 470 foot, and 50 horse were sent from 
the barracks, and there remained besides 600 
rank and file. ‘There is..pot,, therefore, the 
slightest presumption for imputing apy negli- 
gence to the commandenin.chiel ; 14 iact ihe 
precautions nsed, when compared with the 
danger, may almost, appear.more than was 
necessary. Itis the death of Lord Kilwar- 
den and Col. Brown, that gives adegree of 
importance to this, transaction which does 
not really belong to.it;. for. when it,came. to 
be examined in a courtof justice, it appear- 
ed to be a most contemptible, effort of a 
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wild and extravagant young man, and had 
more discouraged the rebels and brought 
the cause of rebellion into more contempt 
than any event that had ever occurted; and 
this was Mr. Emmett’s notable receipt for 
overturning the government of Ireland! \ I 
am not, however, surprised thatthe public 
mind of ‘that country should be a little dis- 
posed to criticise upon the transaction ; for 
though the government’was not’ surprised, 
yet beyond all doubt; the public feeling of 
the country was surprised at this most extra- 
ordinary attempt; as it occurred at a time 
when it was remarkably dark, and in a coun- 
try where the people are peculiarly alive’ to 
such matters. But there is no transaction 
examined after it is over, there is no battle 


criticised after it is fought, in which some ~ 


error might not be found.—One of the 
charges against the lord licut: is, that he had 
not given written orders to the commander 
in chief ; this is a charge which I am’sure the 


commander himself wotld not make, be-' 


cause it is a thing not usually practised. 
It is true, that in’ one instance, written or- 
ders were sernit to Gen. Lake, when he com- 
manded in the north of Treland, but that 
was under particular circumstances, and 
could not be nedessary where the’ comman- 
der and the lord-lieut. had the means of ver- 
bal communication ‘together. It has been 
urged that patroles ought to have been sent 
out; but if such extraordinary measures of 
precaution had been adopted as would have 
iidaced the rebels to lay aside their design, 
the consequence would be, that government 
would have’been the laughing-stock ofthe 
country, ‘for they would not have believed 
that any danger existed. Besides, in that 
case, how could the government of Ireland, 
under these circumstances, have appliedfor 
' ahy extraordinary power to parliament ? 
They could not have laid such a case before 
parliament as would have justified ministers 
in’ proposing, or parliament in granting 
these powers.— Another criticism which has 
been made upon'the conduct of the Irish 
government was, that they did not call out 
the yeomanry; but certainly that would 
have been a most humiliating display of 
alarm, when the garrison was completely 
. sufficient for the defence ofthe town.— 
Another criticism is, that the lord-mayor 
was not apprised of the danger; but | con- 
tend that this was not necessary, as informa- 
tion was sent to the superintending magis- 
trate of the ‘police, At the time of Des- 
pard’s cor'spiracy in this country, I have no 
doubt but that government took the neces- 
sary precautions to meet any attempt, but I 
do not apprehend that they sent to acquaint 
the lord-mayor of the circumstance. With 
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regard to the attack made upon the lon, 
mayor’s house, the fact is, that 4 went 
there, and the arms in the house were de. 
livered up by a servant who was in the cons. 
piracy.—Another charge is, that the 

had not ammunition: 1 believe ae 
rebels entertained a very different opinion 
upon the subject; but the fact is, that the 
commander had given orders that evey 
man, in addition to 60 rounds of ball ‘eq. 
tridge in the barracks, should always haye 
12 rounds in his pouch, so that no blame 
can be attributed to the commander in chief 
upon that ground. Besides, when itis Con. 
sidered that the troops could not act in a bine 
in Dublin, but must fire by platoons of tot 
more than 6 or 8 abreast, it must be obyiou 
that 12 rounds each man was amply suf 
ficient. —The hon. bart. has stated that 
superintending magistrate slept out of town 
that night; how the fact really was I donot 
know, but if he did, that can be no im 
putation upon government, which had given 
him the necessary information, and itis 


perfectly well known that he gave order 


for all the constables and police officers 
be in readiness. --I hope the House willex. 
cuse me for going so much into detail upon 
the subject, but I conceived it to bem 

duty to dosoand I hopethe statement I have 
made will convince the House that the con. 
duct of alministration in Ireland, beth at 
the tine of the insurrection and since, has 
been that of a wise, provident, and vigorous 
government.—I wish to ask, what was the 
conduct of that government after they knew 
the extent of the danger? ‘They pursued 
the “treason through all its ramifications, 
they detected the traitors, in every partot 
the country, they tried criminals by the or 
dinary tribunals of the country, and display. 
ed clemency whenever it could be donewith 
safety. Upon the whole, therefore, 1cén- 
tend that the Irish government were nol 
ignorant of the general state of the countiy 
before the insurrection, that they had m- 
formation of the intended rising, and col- 
sequently were not surprised; that they 
took the proper precautions to meet the 
danger that threatened them, and that aller 
the insurrection, they were indefatigableia 
detecting and bringing the traitors to i 

before the ordinary tribunals of the county. 
In {this they judged wisely and acted wr 
tuously, as the laws of the country ougm 
never to be departed from, but in cas@s 

dire necessity. For these reasons, olf: 
contend that no grounds have been 1a (0 
induce parliament to grant this inquiry, #f 
therefore it is that I shall vote against® 

motion. gic 
Mr. Canning.—Before 1 proceed, Sir, w 
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‘slate shortly the grounds upon which I am 
empelled to give my vote in favor of the 
_gféw observations on the ground which my 
noble friend who has just spoken has taken 
to ~ ape the present motion, a ground 
qwhich might be urged against every motion 
that ever was made or ever will be made 
fot any inquiry whatever in this house into 
the conduct ot any administration ; a course 
yety well calculated to screen any govern- 
ment however liable to’ prepetual attack, 
and which to a government not very strong 
jn itself is moreespecially necessary for 
that, for many, and some of them particular 
It is not, in my opinion, wise to 
attempt to lay down any general rule. to 
overn all cases of motions for parliamen- 
tary inquiry. The grounds in the present 
ese are three: two of them are of a 
eral kind ; the reason for or against 
8 inqairy, is not to be considered as 
gonclusive on the one side or the other, but 
¢onsidered from both together., Each case 
of proposed inquiry in this House should be 
ponsidered, not with reference to any rale 
that is supposed to be binding, but should 
he decided upon its own particular merits. 
Tt is injudicious to say that inquiries in this 
House are at all times improper, or at all times 
tobe indulged, but the House will judge in 
ach case as it appears before it, will judge 
when the topics are brought before it, whe- 
ther:the facts complained of are justly so 
fomplained of, and therefore ought to be 
ingnired into, or whether they are assumed 
facts, and not to be considered ; whether, 
inshort, the accusation is justly made, or 


ae t motion, I feel desirous of offering 


‘wantonly made; whether the resistance to 


itis made. with a sense of the integrity of 
the parties accused, and of the merit of their 
tase, or brought forward to prevent its vile- 
Ress and rottenness from being searched, and 
proceeds from) an unwillingness to expose it. 


~ My noble friend who now resists the pre- 
Sent inquiry has not been sparing in his ge- 


Neral topics, but has urged them with a 
Plainness of colouring I hardly ever noticed 
Defore.. What has my noble friend said a- 
Gainst the inquiry now proposed? That it 
will take up the time, ‘the valuable time of 
‘Patliament. Undoubtedly it will do so. 
Bot how is the time of Parliament, valuable 
4% itis; tobe applied at all—is it not in the 
Mercise of the most important functions of 
‘Patliament ? Ang what are these important 
functions—whas but that of looking info the 
Conduct of its government, to see whether 
the people are weil or ill governed ; to see 

her those who act in the government 
ers of confidence or not,? - How 
* Vou, I. 
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can this be known when complaints are 
most seriously exhibited, and offered to be 
proved, without ao inquiry into the troth 
or the falsehood of such complaints? How 
can there be any confidence for the future, 
unless there is satisfaction as to the past? 
I must say, that the arguments offered in 
opposition to the present motion come with 
a peculiarly ill grace from the mouth of my 
noble friend.—Sir, I voted for the union 
between this country and Jreland. I was 
then an English member of Parliament ; 
since that union I have sat here as an Irish 
member, and I will now a-k, how it is pos 
sible for this House, the great bulk of which 
consists of English members, to refuse to 
inquire into a matter so generally interest- 
ing to the empire at large, and so partica- 
larty interesting to Ireland? Or, am I to 
be told that I tricked Ireland, when I gave 
my vote for the unien, as a member of Par- 
liament for England ?-— That the valuable 
time of Parliament should now be taken ap 
in the discussion of this subject is, in my 
opinion, highly proper, for had it not been 
for the union, the subject would haye been 
long ago discussed in Ireland—in that Honse, 
at the door of which, some of the cutrages 
in question were committed. The very 
House in which the members would have 
assembled, had nearly been a sceue of ac- 
tion. They would there have most assuredly 
instituted an inquiry, whether they had or 


| had not been properly defentled by the exe- 


cutive government ? But if the inquiry now 
proposed is to be refused on the ground that 
the valuable time of Parliament is not te 
be taken up with this matter; if this is to 
be the specimen of attention—this the sam- 
ple of diligence—this the scale of vigi- 
lance by which tbe anxiety of Parliament 
for the welfare of Ireland is to be measured, 
I must repent of the vote I gaye, as an 
English member, for the union, and now, as 
an Irish member, protest against this apathy 
in the House towards the interests of Ire- 
land. Such must be my feeling, and such 
my sentiment if this inquiry is to be refused. 
I must repent of what I did as an English 
member before the union, and in my pre 
sent capacity of an Irish member, complain 
that Ireland has not her fair share of your 
attention.—Bat not only is this motion sup- 
posed to be improper, on account of the 
valuable time of Parliament which would 
be taken up by it, butit is improper also, 
because the valuable attention of my Lord 
Hardwicke would be taken up by it ; and it 
is asked how the government of Ireland is to 
go on, if this motion is carried, for then.be 
will be compelled to come over to this coun 
3B 
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try for his defence? And here, Sir, I must 
disclaim every thing personal. in the present 
motion: the noble personage supposed to 
be the most interested in it, I have no 
knowledge of, otherwise than from the go- 
vernment of which he is the chief magi- 
strate. ‘I have no knowledge of my Lord 
Hardwicke. I never saw him, nor ever 
heard of him but as Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, I beg leave to say, that I am not to 
be understood to intend any thing personally 
disrespectful to that noble lord ; I speak of 
him: merely in his official capacity on this 
occasion: but still when the question is 
whether he has governed Ireland well or ill, 
I must be allowed to speak my mind 
freely, nor will I take the plea in ‘bar 
which has been offered to this inquiry by my 
noble friend, that the noble lord has no time 
to defend his conduct. What if he be o- 
bliged to come away from Ireland ? What 
if he be a valuable chigf magistrate? “ I 
hope we have within the Jand five hundred 
good as he.” Isee no absolute necessity 
for his remaining in Ireland. If he has in- 
curred the suspicion of Parliament, I see no 
reason why he should not be ‘recalled and 
brought before this Parliament to make his 
defence, and another appointed in the of- 
fice which he now holds. It may be urged, 


that this course would be indecorous towards | 
the noble lord, but I would ask whether a | 


similar delicacy has been observed in other 
instances? Has it been observed with re- 
gard to General Fox? Has it not been 
thought necessary to recal General Fox, 
even although it is admitted now that there 
‘was no objection to him ?—And why, if the 
lord lieutenant has incurred the suspicion of 
Parliament, should not he also be recalled ? 
It is now plainly admitted, that there was 
no objection whatever to the conduct of that 
gallant officer, and yet he was recalled. | 
know not by what chain of necessity Lord 
Hardwicke is so bound to the office of Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, that however he 
may be accused, he cannot come home to 
defend himself.—As to the arguments of 
my noble friend in bar of inquiry, he seems 
to have rested them upon three different 
grounds: Ist, that the government of Ire- 
. land had ample information ; 2d, that the 
danger of the day was not so’great as it has 
been represented ; and 3dly. (a ground which 
has no relation to the mot‘on) that since the 
surprize into which government was thrown 
upon that occasion, government has been 
vigilant. Now if I were to admit the truth 
of this Jast ground of justification ; if I 
were to admit, in its full force, the as- 
gertion, that from the moment of riot, or 
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whatever it was proper to call it, on the 934 
of’ July, government has been the most vis 
gorous, vigilant, and active that ever exigt. 
ed, yet no part of the accusation upon which 
this motion is founded would have been an, 
swered, for this motion is founded wpon an 
allegation that they did not use proper pre. 
cautions before and on the 23d of July ; the 
motion has no reference to any thing which 
has happened since that period. Now, itis 


complained of as a thing improper, thatg 


better prospect has been held forth on ‘the 


’ subject of the tranquillity and happiness of 


Ireland than ought to have been, or than the 
real state of things would warrant; and 
upon these topics my noble friend says that 
he has stated his opinion with no particular 
emphasis, but that what he said on that oc. 
Casion was to be taken with shades and qua. 
lificatious.—Now, Sir, my complaint is that 
these shades and qualifications, with which 
subsequent speeches of my. noble frienda. 
bounded, were never made when the assertion 
of the tranquillity and happiness of Ireland 
was made. But when that assertion is com- 
plained of as being refuted by facts, then 
my noble friend turns round and produces 
his shades and qualifications of what he 
said. ‘lhis reminds me of the statement 
made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
last sessions, relative to the state of pro 
found peace,’ in which that right hon. gent, 
then represented Ireland. He insisted upon 
it that when he talked formerly of a peace 
he did net mean profound peace: but thattle 
words ** profound " and ‘* peace” were 
so apt to come together. Why they go to- 
gether, I know not, unless, indeed, that 
they both begin with a P.—Now, J expect . 
that ministers will deal fairly with Parlige 
ment ; I am of opinion that the words of 
ministers, especially when they are prospec. 
tive, should be weighed well before they ate 
delivered, for I do not understand the idea 
that men are to be called “ nature's fools,’ 
for having believed the words of a minister; 
or that it should be thrown in their teeth. 
that * none but fools could believe them.’ 
Now, the House is asked why they did not 
bring with them, when they believed the 
assertion that Ireland was likely to be trate 
quil and happy, these shades and qualifica- 
tions to accompany their belief, so as tobe 
prepared for what has actually happened? 
But these were not loose or vague assertions; 
they were the serious assertions of a get» 
tleman well qualitied to make them, and 
for that reason likely to obtain credit for 
them when made, from the great ae 
he is well known to possess by local knows 
ledge, and therefore it is not matter of wots | 
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der that the House of Commons gave that 
_ assertion credit.—But my noble friend bas 
said that upon the explosion in Patrick Street, 
‘government began to think that all was not 
right. Now, that explosion was on the 160th 
of Joly ; the insurrection took place on the 
gad. Here is a period of a week during 
which nothing was done; no precaution 
was taken by this ‘‘ wise, vigilant, and pro- 
yident government,” notwithstanding this 
abundant reason for precaution. The ex- 
plosion happened on the 16th, which ought 
to have put ministers on their guard, no- 
thing, however, was done until the 23d. 
On the 23d the insurrection takes place, and 
then, but not till then, government thinks of 
measures of precaution. Now, I must say, 
that if ministers did not believe there was 
danger after the 16th; if tney could not see 
it, there must be an extreme blindness; if, 
seeing it, they did not provide against it, 
there was an extreme and culpable remiss- 
ness. My noble friend found this a pinching 
part of the case, and therefore he took the 
usual course of very -ingenious men upon 
soch occasions ; instead of meeting the thing 
 jtself, he endeavoured to call the attention 
of the House off from it, to another, name- 
Jy; the supposed misinterpretation of his op- 
ponent, for he has said the number of pikes, 
were not 8,000 as had been erroneously sta- 
ted, and so considerably exaggerated on the 
other side, but that they were only between 
gand 4,000. Now, my noble friend ought 
tobe correct upon this subject, because he 
has the best means of obtaining information ; 
and. when he made his statement, and 
endeavoured to divert the attention of the 
House'to that which was not the truth, or 
from pursuing that which was the truth, he 
oight to have taken care that he was accu- 
tate in his facts, And here I do not ac- 
ease my noble friend of an attempt wilfully 
tomislead - the House; but I must say, he 
has some way or other failed to obtaia cor- 
tect information ; upon this very subject in 
which he has been correcting the hon. bart. 
inhis statement, he is glaringly incorrect in 
hisown. J hold ia my hand a pamphlet, 
admitted, I believe, on all sides, to be pretty 
good authority, in which the fact upon the 
subject of the pikes, which my noble friead 
says, were only between 3 and 4000, is 
‘slated so directly the contrary, and so entire- 


eB Prboies the statement of the noble.lord, | 


at I shall. beg leave to read a passage out 
of it, . This pamphiet states, ‘‘ that the 
Mebels had on this occasion 36,400 ball-cart- 
Aidges, scaling ladders, pikes,.rebel uniforms, 
ARe.and colours, 8,000 copies of a proclama- 
Monof the provisional goyerument, sc. «and 


wh 
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that with regard to pikes;* the mob having 

been supplied trom the depot with arms, 

&c. there then remained the trifling namber 
of between 6 and 7,000 pikes, &c.” But 
shall I be allowed to bring forward this asser- 
tion against that of his Majesty's confiden- 

tial servants? I trust Ishall. And that the 
House may see on what authority this pam- 

phiet rests, I will state who the author of 
itis. It isnot aspeculative or vague opinion 

of an individual who had no source of infor- 

mation on the, subject on which he treated, 

bat a grave document of perfect authority, 

no less than the speech of his Majesty's At- 

torney-General in Ireland, on the trial of 

Emmett ; upon tae accuracy of which I ap- 

prehend ministers themselves will not affect 

to entertain a doubt. It has of late become 

the fashion in this country to run down the 

Attorney-General's law ; bat I ask ministers, 

if they are ready, in like manner, to run 
down the Attorney-General’s facts? My noble 
friend has stated, that there were only 3 or 
4,000 pikes belonging to the rebels discover- 
ed. The Attorney-General in his speech 

addressed to the jury, the object of which 
was to persuade them to shed blood, says, 
that the number of pikes, after those who 
had been discovered in arms had been supplied 
was between 6 and 7,000! Now my no- 
ble friend shall take his choice. Did my 
noble. friend make a wrong apology for 
the Irish govt. in stating the number uf these 
pikes too low; or was this prisoner, against 
whom this’speech was opened, and who was 
convicted upou the proof of it, hanged upon 
a falsehood ? Perbaps it may be said, that the 
spevch of the Attorney-General was an exag- 
gerated statement of the facts; but | shouid 
thiak that a man in so grave an office, on.so 
grave a subject;. a man I do not, indeed, 
know personally, but of whom I have always 
heard much to his advantage as a professional 
man, and a man of honour, would noi have 
exaggerated at all, for it was ceftainly a case 
in which he sbould say nothing bat what 
was strictly correct, because it was a marter 
in which his fellow creature was to be de- 
prived of his existence, Now, if that learned 
gent. did speak the truth on that most so- 
lemn occasion, my noble friend has been de- 
ceived in the amount of the arms of the 
rebels, and,. consequently, in the amount also 
of the danger to which Ireland was exposed 
on the 23d of July. _ But there are two ways 
of stating things in.an argument, with both 
of which my noble friend i: perfectly well 
acquainted, and of which he is always well 
aware: the one is tb siate anc, to, prove by 
facts; the other, is to state a general resu't 
vf assumed facts, and io prove nothing. My 
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noble friend has taken the latter course, as 
most #uitable to the case on which he was 
discoursing. He also claimed merit to the 
government for things in which they had no 
concern in prodacing. He'told the house 
that the bank had a strong wall, which I 
imagine will hardly be considered as a proof 
of the precaution and the vigilance of go- 
vernment. ‘And as to the castle, although 
he admitted it would have beeo disgraceful 
it should have been occupied by ‘rebels, be 
says, that if they had entered it in 5 iomph, 
they would yet have found nothing in it. 
J hope ministers do not mean to invert “this 
ang say, that if they had entered the bank 
they would have found nothing there too. 
Bat, surely, there is something in impression 
upon such an occasion as that of which I am 
now speaking. ‘There is much to be consi- 
dered in governing a people of high and 
quick feelings, and strong attachments; 
and, therefore, if the bank or the castle had 
failén: into the hands of the rebels, if either 
the castle or the bank had ‘been surprized, 
and taken, even if there bad been nothing 
of value in either, it would have had a very 
bad etlect on the feelings of the people of 
jreland.—I shall not follow my noble friend 
in the papers and minutes to which he referred, 
but all l can say is, that the statement did 
not strike me as having mech in it. I may be 
wrong; my noble friend may be right; but 
nobody koows which of us is right; there- 
fore,—what ? therefore let the house inquire; 
for that will be infinitely better than to de- 
pend upon assertions, unsypported by proof, 
in the speech of any minister, however re-. 
spectable he may be as an individual. —I have 
shewn that my noble friend has suffered him- 
self to be misled by defective information in 
‘one striking instance, and his other asser- 
tions may proceed from the same defective 
‘source, It has been said that the assertions 
of those who brought forward this subject 
were exaggerated. It has been said, and in 
one instance already proved, that the state- 
ments on the other side are fallacious; there - 
fore let the house no longer rest on exagge- 
rated statements on the- one hand, or false 
construction’or defective information on the 
other, but Jet the house see the facts as they 
really are, It is evident from the pam- 
phlet which I have already quoted, and 
which I shall beg permission to quote again, 
that the insurrection of the 23d of July was 
the consequence of a preconcerted conspira- 
cy; it was a plan instigated by treason, by 
persons united together by one common bond 
of crimes, and insurrection was the conse- 
quence of their united efforts. But, whatever 
might be the degree of danger on the 23d of 
July, it is rather a curious defence to say, 
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that~ precaution has been taketi since thay 
day. 1 shall not delay the House by g} 
the clerk the trouble of reading the motion, 
but I believe it referred only to transactiony 
previous to and on the 23d of July.—Bi 
another curious defence set up by my noble 
friend is, that it was a very dark night on the 
23d of July—a very dark night indeed? 
Now, if the question had not been, wha’ 
ther government were prepared, but whether 
their preparations were well executed that 
night, the darkness of the night or thé 
dithiculties of wind and weather, would 
be an excuse as far as it would go} but 
although the darkness of the’ night pre 
vented ministers from seeing, it could ‘hot 
have prevented them from foreseeing. I donot 
sce why the darkness of the night could hay 
made ministers blind at least a week previons 
to that time; and [ can not help obseryi 
further, that though the darkuess was so i 


- that it was impossible to know what passed 


that night, yet my noble friend has stated 
that the number of rebels in the street that. 
night was 60. But how did you count them? 
How that fact could be ascertained. whenit 
was too dark to see any thing, is beyond my 
comprehension! The effect of this darkness 
was most singular. It made men blind be 
fore it happened, and enabled them tose 
during its continuance. But, in point of fact, 
I would ask, whether the insurrection wasso 
contemptible as has been stated, and made 


‘ only by a contemptible mob in Dublin? { 


apprehend not: for upon the authority ofa 
character high in office, and ‘in the com 
fidence of the Irish government (lord Redes 
dale), it has been stated, that persons hada 
sembled from all parts of Ireland on the oe 
casion, and it has been made the ground of 
a charge against three-fourths of the popula. 
tion of Ireland, that they had chosen and fir 
nished their quota of these rebels ;—thatis, 
that three-fourths of the people of Ireland, 
furnished their quota of 80 men, since that 
was the whole number, according to the 
statement of my noble friend. All: th 
Catholics aré by this same high authority, 
implicated in the rebellion, and have theit 
share of the guilt imputed to them, I alltde 
to the documents, which I have read wilh 
shame and indignation, and when J hearda@y 
noble friend talk of the temper and 
tion of the Irish government, 1 did 
that it would have been shewn that th 
conduct had been such as to remove ev 
distinction, to prevent the recurrence of thot 
differences that have so long disturbed the 
eace and tranquillity of that country. Ifthi 
bes been the policy, as I am sure it 
duty of government, ill, indeed, has thatt 
been endeavoured tu be accomplished! 
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God! Sir, that in the roth century, there 
 fhould be found a man of great talents, fitted 


for great good ina state; of great learning 
too, bat that which he has lately displayed, 
Joould almost have wished that no body had 
jtnow, for I had hoped it had been exploded 
atleast two Centuries ago ;—that this learned 
should fill the office of a great legis- 

Ee end the highest as a legal magistrate, 
and that he should be appointed to preside in 
the only country where such antiquated doc- 
_ (ine could do effectual mischief! I do not 
@yit is a fault, but it certainly is a great 
misfortine that such a person, with such sen- 
‘fiments, should be placed in such 4 station. 
[cannot augur favourably of the disposition 
ofa goveroment, in which such sentiments 
prevail; nor do I thiuk-it likely that Ireland 
gam ever be tranquillized, as long as they 
shall be acted upon. I cannot think it likely 
that those pictures of quietness, contentment, 
and happiness, which have been so gratuitously 
afforded to the House, and so diligently laid 
before it, that the rebellion was at an end for 
ever, that the principle on which it was 
fomented was destroyed, that Ireland was, by 
the rooting out of prejudices, become one 
body of harmony in temper andy united in 
object will ever be realized, if the policy is to 
be that to which I have. just alluded, I am 
willing to give government credit for their in- 
tention to do away all animosity in Ireland. I 
’ donot mean to say that the correspondence to 
which I allude is to be consideredy nor do I 
slate it, as a fire-brand which threatens the 
country with destruction, but I do state, that 
great officer, as enjoying the full confidence 
anda great portion of the power of govern- 
ment,and whether he was the intended velhi- 
cle of publishing such sentiments I do not 
know, yet it has all the effect of design, and | 
cannot help looking upon the publication of 
sich sentiments as conveying to the publicthe 
énimus of government. Whether these s¢ nti- 
ments are really the sentiments of the govern- 
Ment, or no, I will not pretend to say,but the 
gteat character to whom I have alluded is 
a@member of the Irish government ; and the 
‘§overnment in which such a mind predo- 
Minates—that is to say, a mind governed by 
stich principles as have been published by that 
‘$feat person whohad great influence— where 


fuch a spirit presides—and where such a_ 


‘witit rules, and sach opinions are cherished, 
Abe government, influenced by it, I am sure,, 
‘mot be conciliating, nor agreeable, nor 
‘ean it hold forth any prospect of comfort, to 

ay nothing of happiness, to the Irish peo- 


‘Pe; a government which permits itself to” 


such sentiments, discovers an animus 
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that affords no comfort to those who -are 
governed; it is an imprudent’ govern- 
ment, and very ill adapted for the safety of 
the public —As to the vigilance of the Irish 
government now, when they have been 
roused by two explosions, that appears to me 
as no reason why the present inquiry-should 
not be gone into. With respect to the man- 
ner in which the affairs of Ireland were 
neglected previous to and on the 23d of July, 
Icontend, that the negligence of government 
was so great, as not to keep on their stations 
the most important officers of state. Mr. 
Wickham, a gentleman who from his station 
and talent night have rendered essential 
setvice to Ireland, at the time of the insur- 
rection, had not been desired to remain on 
his post, but was on an excursion of pleasure, 
and actually in Yorkshire when the first in- 
telligence reached him of the insurrection in 
Ireland; bat, however, no blame attaches 
to this gent. upon this occasion ; it only 
makes the accusation the more weighty oa 
those who ought to bear it. No considera- 
tion of the weight of personal responsibility 
on any body ought to induce:the House te 
neglect its duty, which I apprehend it will 
du, if it declines entering into the present in- 
quiry. I see no inconvenience likely to 
atise from this investigation that cao be put 


| into the scale and weighed against the pub- 


lic benefit likely to result from it. I~ have 
the greatest esteem for my noble friend, and 
the highest opinion of his talents and abili- 
ties, but I agn so entirely dissatisfied with his 
arguments upon this occasion, that I shall 
most certainly vote for the present motion. 

Mr. Archdall.—Sir ; I beg the attention 


| of-the House to a few observations which I 


am desirous of submitting to their conside- 
ration respecting the present motion. I am 
not a man who wishes to imitate: any other 
man's manner, nor follow any other man’s 
sentiments. I rise at present partly to offer 
my acknowledgements to the right hon. 
gent. who has just sat down, for the great 
attention he has paid to Ireland, and for the 
lively interest with which he seems on the 
present occasion to be impressed in favoar 
of that part of the united empire. Afier 
having said thus much, I hope I may be al- 
lowed to doubt whether any of the good 
purposes, intended to be obtained by the mo- 
tion, are likely to be the result of it. The 
hon. baronet who brought it forward said, 


-.dp one part of his speech, that he did not 


know why the hon. admiral, Who originally 
brought it forward, had given up the ques- 


tion, I believe,, I can tell him : and my 


opinion is, that hé meant to clear op the 
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character of a very good and meritorious 
officer, which he thought had been wound- 
ed by the manner ia which he had been 
obliged to leave Ireland, but which he has 
since found, from the most unequivocal and 
repeated. declarations of his Majesty’s minis- 
ters, was not in any respect impeached by 
them, nor did any one of them ever enter- 
tain, for a moment, the Jeast thought that 
was not highly honourable to that gallant 
and deserving officer.—I think the motion 
assumes also more than it ought to do. 
It assumes, in the first place, that the Irish 


government: has not done its duty; and, . 


2dly, that this is the best time for going into 
an inquiry onthe subject. I cannot see the 
matter at allin this light. I see nothing in 
the conduct of the Irish government, on the 
23d of July,. that is, in any degree, so extra- 
ordinary as many hon. gentlemen would en- 
deavour to represent it. Many other go- 
vernments besides this, have at former pe- 
riods been in equally unfortunate circam- 
stances. I think I can m my own person 
remember to have seena much larger city 
than Dublin, which was also. the metropolis 
of a much more extensive country, in.a 


state of conflagration for several successive 
days, when her prisons were in broad-day 
thrown open, and burned to the ground ; 
private. houses marked out for pillage and 


devastation, and its high court of Parlia- 
ment actually sitting during the whole time, 
and this done by an infatuated and drunken 
multitude, not confined toa few hundreds, 
as was the case in Dublin, but amounting to 
at least 40,000; and yet no mention has 
ever been made of calling for an inquiry 
into the conduct of the government of that 
country to which I allude. It is very possi- 
ble, I think, that secret meetings may take 
place without government becoming ac- 
quainted with them. I agree with the right 
hon, gent., that the death of Lord Kilwarden 
has given a melancholy aspect to this affair, 
and has caused an infinite deal of blame 
to be thrown on the Irish government which 
it does not merit. It is, 1 allow, an event 
deeply to be deplored ; and I should be the 
last man in the world who would mean to 
say any thing in extenuation of murder ; but 
1 wish the matter should not be exaggerated, 
in.order' to throw an additional, degree of 
odium on the government. How can it be 
supposed that 400 of the mob of Dublin, 
half drunk, should be capable of putting to. 
a risque the security and safety of the me- 
tropolis, guarded at the same moment by a 
_garrison. amounting to 4000 disciplined re- 
gular forces. —-My arguments on a. former. 
pccasion,” respecting the state of Ireland, 
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have been. adverted to, as describing’ thay 
country in a different situation to wh it 
had at a subsequent period of no great dis, 
tance of time, turned. out to be, J 
said, that in my opinion, “if the French 
should land there, every loyal man would 
join to oppose them from patriotism, an): 
every. Jacobin would do the same fiom the | 
principle of revenge.” I think what I ‘then 
delivered as my own sentiments have been 
since very fully illustrated and prove 
by the declaration of Emmett, who is gee 
nerally allowed to have been the most en. 
thusiastic of all the rebel leaders, On hig. 
trial, he expressly declared, that if. the 
French were to land, he would oppose them. 
to the utmost with fire and sword. . Thigde. 
claration has been fully confirmed by that of. 
Russell, who, though not so enthusiast 
was reckoned the. most steady of all the re. 
bel chiefs.—-I beg leave to say but one word 
more, and that is, on the allusion that ha. 
heen made to the correspondence betweep 
the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and the Bay 
of Fingal. I regret that this correspondengy 
has been brought before the public; and] 
cannot help thinking, that next to the im 
propriety of publishing those letters, thatof 
bringing them into discussion in this place, 
or indeed, I might say, in any place what 
ever, is the most to be deprecated, | 
cannot, however, agree with the right hon, 
gent. that these letters discover what-he 
terms the animus of government, I do 
not conccive that government is, or oughtio 
be supposed answerable for the conduct. of 
judicial characters. The great personage 
who has been alluded to, only acted as Lod 
Chancellor, and if he has in his judicial cha 
racter mixed any thing that is political inits 
tendency, it might, perhaps, be wished that 
he had not done so; for it strikes’ me,, that 
judicial characters should interfere, as-litile 
as possible, with politics, Such an inter 
ference may often be inconvenient and 
seldom usetul: still, however, I .contend, 
that it is no proof of any particular animus 
in the government, nor, ought the gover 
ment to be answerable for it. I consider 
the present motion as altogether unnect 
sary, especially after so long.a time hi 
elapsed ; and as such I shall give it my moit 
decided negative. hire 
Mr. Dawson,—Sir ; a8'[ happened tobe 
in Ireland at,the time when the PRBS 
broke out, I hope I shall be, indulged wit. 
the opportunity of shortly delivering my 
opinions en the subject. I am willing 
give the hon. -baronet every degree.of 
for the purity of, his intentions. in, br 
forward the presemt motion ; but 1 {hilt 
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jta fair subject of inquiry, how far the agita- 
ion of such an inquiry, under existing cir- 
amstances, can be either advantageous or 


itic. I wish to ascertain precisely what 


gre the objects to which the motion is meant 
to apply. As far as I understand its 


objects, they are either through the me- 


dum of reference to the affairs of Ireland, 
fo infer an accusation against his Majes- 
ys ministers here, or they are directed to 
theend of pointing out certain faults com- 
mitted by the administration of Ireland, with 
aview of preventing their recurrence, by 
femoving the present government of Ireland 
from the management of affairs in that coun- 
ty. On these points I beg leave to make a 
few observations. —If the object of the bon. 
thover, or of those who support the motion, 
jstomake, through the medium of Ireland, 
gn attack on ministers bere, I cannot think 
this fair or manly mode of introducing the 
discussion. I cannot help objecting strongly 
tosoch an insiduous way of bringing an at- 
tick on the government, and I feel it to be 
fy duty to resist it in the most decided 
tems. It is degrading to the character of 


“the people of Ireland to make use of them as 


avehicle for the introduction of such a very 
ungenerous mode of proceeding, in an at- 
tack on men, to whom the Sovereign has 
entrusted the management of public affairs, 
hissporting with the feelings of a brave and 


_ high-spirited people to make a stalking horse 


of their pretended rights, merely as a pretext 
fot bringing forward a favourite subject of 
apposition. No man would stand up more 
camnestly for the true rights and privileges of 
ireland, than I would, but if poison be: in- 
ttoduced in order to dislodge ministers from 
their places, I cannot consent that it should 
becovertly introduced through the circuitous 
thannel of Irish connexions. On this ground 
Ithall, therefore, decidedly oppose the pre- 
If, on the other hand, it is 
the object of the hon. baronet to prevent the 
fepetition of past errors, by pointing out ex- 
iting abuses, and by recommending the dis- 
missal of the present lord lieutenant of. Ire- 
lind, the motion, in my mind, is not less 
obnoxious. And here I must be permitted 
todeclare, that I consider the silence of the 

members on the subject now introduced 
tothe House, as the best evidence of their 


conviction, thatthe motion is altogether un- | 


Mecessary, and applicable to no practical use- 
fol purpose. Had the motion been loudly 
utd for, it is not presuming too far, to 
Pl that at least one out of the 100 
mM members would have been found to 


Mig the matter under consideration, and 
Gil for inquiry into a matter in which the 
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character of the government, as well as the 
safety of the empire, is so materially involv- 
ed. If any Irish member thought that the 
safety of Ireland had been neglected, it is 
not asking too much, to be allowed credit, 
when I suppose that some one would have 
come forward, not to solicit as a matter of 
favour, but as a matter of clear undoubted’ 
right, that the affairs of that part of the 
United Kingdom, should occupy the pecu- 
liar attention of the Imperial legislature. 
The silence which has taken place is, I must 
contend, not the silence of indifference, but 
a silence proceeding from a conviction, that 
there is no real ground of accusation against 
government ; a silence arising froma per- 
suasion that the measures adopted are the best 
adapted to the existing circumstances of the 
empire. ‘This is the silence observed by the 
Trish members, contradistinguished from 
that silence which might be supposed to arise 
from any idea that the subject was one on 
which, from considerations of prudence, si- 
lence was to be recommended. The charge 
against the government of Ireland has on 
this, as on several former occasions, been 


| brought forward by the British part of the 


representatives in Parliament, and, I have 
already stated, that when a charge is thus di- 
rectly urged, silence is no longer expedient, 
It then becomes the duty of the Irish re- 
presentatives candidly to deliver their opin- 
ions, and it is in the exercise of this opinion, 
that I shall at present explicitly declare my 
sentiments.—If, at an ealier period after the 
events which took place on the 23d of July, 
I had been called upon to deliver my opin- 
ion as to the expediency of inquiry, perhaps 
I might have seen room for considerable he- 
sitation and doubt. If the object of that in- 
quiry had been to afford an opportunity for 
a most gallant and respectable officer, who 
from certain insinuations felt himself injured, 
to clear up his character, I should, in that 
case, have seen pretty strong grounds for 
going into a committee of inquiry. It is 
what equity and honour requires, that the 
unspotted glory and character of a gallant 
soldier should be free from every imputation, 
But no such cause as this now exists. The 
hon. officer's friends and relations are satié~ 
fied, that nogsort of blame is-meant to be at- 
tached to any part of his conduct on the 234 
of July. The explanation is satisfactory, 
and this part of the question is, therefore, 
putto rest. The hon, general has not de- 
manded further inquiry. His relations have 
not insisted on it. His friends have not per- 
sisted in urging any additional testimony in 
favour of his conduct on the occasion, to 
which the motion-of the hon, baronet goes. 
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} wish, therefore, to press it on the consider- 
ation of the hon. mover, whether any good 
can result from pressing the question? By 
persevering in it his Majesty's ministers will 
be placed in a most disagreeable dilemma. 
Hf, on the one hand, ministers, however 
much convinced of its impolicy, were to 
agree to the committee proposed, I desire to 
know what would .be the consequence, as 
applicable tothe people of Ireland? In this 
case, they would be inclined to ask, on what 
principle it was that they were to obey a go- 
vernment of whose ability and integrity the 
‘ Most serious suspicions were entertained, and 
whose conduct was made the ground of par- 
Hiamentary inquiry? On the other hand, if 


the inquiry were refused, a suspicion might 


be excited, that the refusal on the part of 
ministers arose from a dread of having their 
whole conduct fully and impartially investi- 
gated. I cannot but wish, therefore, that 
the question should not be. pressed, at least 
at the present moment. If, however, the 
question is to be’persisted in, I beg the House 
shortly to consider what is the real state of 
affairs, so far as the events of the 23d of July 
are involved. I will not pretend to justify 
the Irish government, by pretending that if 
all the circumstances which gave rise to 
the events of that day had been fully foreseen, 


the conduct of government would have been 


what it was in other circumstances, It does 
not at all follow from_ this, that because the 
government did not foresee the whole cir- 
cumstances of the conspiracy, that therefore 
they were negligent in the use of proper 
means of precaution. Jam ready, therefore, 
to admit, that to a certain degyee the Irish 
government were surprised. When I say 
this, I beg leave to be distinctly understood. 
The government were surprised, not for want 
of foresight, but they were surprised because 
the insurrection itself took place under a 
certain degree of surprise. The attempt at 
febeilion was not only unnatural in itself, but 
ditogether premature. It was an abortion 
6f a conspiracy which the best doctor could 
hot have prevented. Government was io 
rept of information that insurrections 

ere hatching, but the precise moment 
when the explosion was to take place was 
not known, because the rebels themselves, 
twenty-four hours before the riot burst forth; 
had not finally concerted their plan of opera- 
tions, or the period ‘of open rebellion. So far, 
therefore, the conduct of the Irish govern- 
thent does not appear to be liable to any 
very sérious objection, But] wish now for 
a little to call the attention of the House to 
the particular circemstance under which the 
‘lord-lieut, entered on the exercise of his 
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public functions, He entered on his officg 
immediately after the Union had taken 
place, Atatime when, whatever may be 
said of the general advantages of that fatal 
measure, Dublin was suffering from it the 
greatest calamities, and might literally be 
said to be destroyed. He entered op hj 
vice-royalty when the content of the capital 
of Ireland was annihilated, when its trad 
and commerce were at a stand, when jj 
public buildings were hastening to decay, 
when its nobility and gentry, who were jn 
the habit of spending in Dublin the half o 
their time, and more than the half of thei 
money, had deserted that favourite seat 
of rational and elegant enjoyment.. It wag 
under all these discouraging and unfavoura. 
blecircumstances that the present lord-lieut, 
of Ireland undertook the arduous task.of 
the government of that country. -Lord Hard, 
wicke has done more towards drawing the 
nobility and gentry who were left in Ireland, 
to reside in Dublin, than any other lord 
lieut. who has been in that city for many 
years. If the object of the present motion 
is really intended to withdraw lord Hand 
wicke trom that govt., Ireland will, indeed, 
be a very greatloser. I beg leave to assure 
the House, that I am not, by any meam, 
speaking as the panegyrist of lord Hard. 
wicke. I do noteven know him. Aslon, 
lieut. of Ireland, IT never saw him; but] 
know that his lordship has, by the court. 
eousness and amenity of his manners, and 
by the conciliatory measures he has ad 
ed, very much reconciled the citizensof 
Dublin to their situation, and rendered them 
much more contented and happy than they 
were before he went there. I beg the 
House to recollect what use lord Hardwicke 
has made of the extraordinary powers which 
have been entrusted to him. Has he-ever 
shewn a sanguinary disposition? » Has he 
ever, in a single instance, abused tho 
powers? Certainly I can answer no! He 
has always acted with the greatest moder 
tion; and, tempering the most rigid justice 
with the utmost humanity, has made 
extraordinary pewers go hand in hand with 
the best interests of the country, and sib 
servient to its safety and protection. Dut. 
ing the administration of this noble bord, the 
volunteer force is in a far better state 
discipline than it was ever known to bebe: 
fore. The present commander in chid 
lord Cathcart, has repeatedly expressed bis 
approbation and admiration of it; and 
the enemy should ever chanee to set foot@ 
those shores, I will be bold to “ee 
would be not only surprised and daunite 
but they weuld be astoui-hed to see so great 


‘ 





BE Fs 


SFSSESIRS SSE SSS 


any 
tion 
ards 
eed, 
sure. 
ans, 
ard. 
ord, 
ut | 


2325 


BESSLSRPePPSSER AP SR raeS sas 


& 


00) 
ghostof loyal subjects and real patriots in 
pinished and high a state of discipline. 
-alfithe inquiry could go so far as to put 
dat excellent and invaluable mazistrate 
ford Kilwarden) on the bench again, I 
sould be happy to give it every sapport in 
power. But if ics object be to remove 
epresent govt., I shall oppose it~as in- 
drect'to the purpose for which it-was in- 
yended If the hon. bart. means to shew 
it'that Ireland is not well governed, I 
“ink the motion groundless, The present 
gt, 1 esteem a very good one; under its 
auspices the citizen soldier is now in a com- 
plete state of array, and thus arrayed, is 
ager and zealous to defend his country a- 
stall attacks from external enemies, as 
well as against those internal foes and rebels 
with which it has the misfortune to be in- 
feted. In my opinion, English members 
grenot the best judges of what is most ad- 
wantageous to the interests of Ireland. I 
‘quld not pretend to judge so well what 
would suit the particular interests of Wol- 
véthampton and it;’neighbourhood as the 
fon. bart. could; and no doubt the bon. 
bart’s, word and opinion would have far 
gieater weight there than any thing I could 
wgeon affairs which relate immediately to 
that part of the country. For all these rea- 
sos, Sir, 1 shall: give my vote against the 
plesent motion, 
‘Earl Temple.—Sir; whatever difference of 
Opinion may exist as to the result of the mo- 
fion of the hon. bart, there can exist only 
oié'sentiment as to the propriety of its being 
bought forward. Ministers avast feel grati- 
fitd that the challenge which has been so 
dien given, has at length been accepted, 
thatthe gauntlet which has been so often 
thrown down, has, at length, been taken up 
some of the gentlemen on the other side. 
introduction of the motion must also 
iford satisfaction to the people of {reland, 
Wit must shew them, that what is connected 
With their interests or their safety, are subjects 
ifthe deepest interest to the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, The public at large must rejoice at 
the discussion, as calculated to remove that 
él which has, hitherto, been so studiouly 
itown over the events of the 23d of July. 
Itisnow, I believe, pretty generally agreed 
aflame does exist somewhere, and it is 
matter of the greatest importance that it 
thowld'be ascertained in what quarter that 
tame lies. If ministers adhere to their 
fittict professions, it is their duty to court, 
of resisting inquiry. “This is not a 
: stion personal to Lord Hardwicke, but, 
WMiy-fairly entered into, involving the 


Migtcrof the admiuistration here; in com- | 


You, I 


PARL. DEBATES, Marcu 7.—Irish Insurrection. 














"770 


mon with the government of Ireland. If 
blame can be clearly brought home to the 
government of freland ; if it can-be shewn 
that they were shamefally deficient in fore- 
sight and precaution, it is impossible for 
ministers here to. free themselves from a 
certain share of the blame attached to such 
criminal negligence.—When, Sir, I had the 
benour of being the bearer of the Act of 
Union to the other House of Parliament, I 
confess that I felt a certain degree. of pride, 
in being selected to carry to the other branch 
of the legislature, a measure from which T 
expected the most important benefits.to botlr 
countries. To the period of peace, when- 
evér it should arrive, I looked forward for 
the completion of this great national act. 
From its operation, I anticipated the intro- 
duction of a more wise and liberal policy in 
Ireland, the adoption of a system of wise 
conciliation, designed to cover ‘in eternal 
oblivion all former sources of animosily, to 
heal up all old wounds, to place the com- 
merce of the whole empire on a footing 
of the most lasting friendship, At léngth 
peace arrived, but with it none of the bles- 
sings which had been anticipated. Every 
thing continued on the same footing in Ire- 
land. Ancient grievances remained, and no 
effort at conciliation was resorted to. In- 
stead of measures of beneficent improve- 
ment, ministers were studying polemical 
theology. New causes of agitation were 
introduced, and instead ot mildpess, new 
seeds of rancour were sown. . No sooner 
were we told that we were jn a state of pro- 
found peace, than we were apprized, that 
every act of the government with whom the 
peace was conoluded, had been marked 
with insolence and aggression. Hardly were 
we informed that Ireland was in a state of 
perfect tranquillity, than’ we were told that 
rebellion had once more made its appear- 
ance in that unhappy land. It was impos- 
sible to attach any meaning to the declara- 
tion of ministers, All their declarations 
were marked by inconsistency, fickleness, 
and indecision. ‘We are really at a loss to 
know, even at this moment, in what light 


Ministers are desirous that the insurreeticn 
of the 23d of July ought to be considered: 


At onetime, they described it as a miserable 
riot, a contemptible assemblage of ruffians, 
making their appearance in Thomas Street, 
extending their progress to Dirty Lane, and 
terminating their career in Cutporse Row, 
On another occasion, when a different. de- 
scription suited their views, the first law of- 
ficer endeavoured to implicate in this con- 
spiracy the greit mass of the people of Ire- 
land. When-such contradictory accounts ate 
3C 
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given, is it not, 1 beg leave to ask, fair to go 
. into'an inquiry on a subject confessedly of the 
_ highestinterestandimportance ? It seems there 
was a private powder-mill jn the very heart of 
Dublin, and government were totally ignorant 
of its existence, till the explosion took place, 
by which it was blown up, and thus, for the 
first time, brought into the observation of 
government. I have heard of private stills, 
private coining rooms, and so forth, but this 
is. the first. time I ever heard of a private 
powder-mill. [Mr. Sec. Yorke said across 
the table, that it was not a powder-mill.] 
‘I say it was a powder-mill ; and this differ- 
ence shews the necessity of inquiry. Well! 
it blew up,, and no notice was taken, nor 
any. precautions whatever; the prevailing 
maxim was, ‘ the less is said the better,” 
and so ended the history of the powder-mill, 
in which were found upwards of 30,000 bal! 
eartridges $ About the same time some casks 
filled with balls were discovered ; but still 
no. inquiry is instituted as to the existence 
of treasonable designs. , The commander in 
chief is-on a tour through the Island. An- 
other of the lords in council has retired to 
his country seat. The lord lieutenant has 
renounced the cares of administration. The 
whole weight of government is thrown on 
Mr. Secretary Marsden, and how is it that 
he contrives to perform the duties of this 
great office? On the Thursday before the 
rebellion broke out, Mr, Clarke, a most re- 
spectable manufacturer,in the neighbour- 
hood of Dublin, waits on him and informs 
him of his suspicions of an intended insur- 
rection. He is dismissed with a desire to 
continue his inquiries, and to wait on Mr. 
Marsden the next day. The next day he 
repeats his visit, and is then told to appear 
at the Castle, on Saturday, at two o'clock, 
to meet the Jord-lieutenant, who was then 
to hold a council. A meeting with Mr. 
Clarke the next day takes place, and Mr. 
Secretary Marsden is then convinced that a 
rising op that same night is intended, A 
message is then sent to the lord-lieutenant, 
requesting his immediate attendance at the 
Castle. The lord-lieutenant does arrive, ac- 
«<ompanied by the commander in chief, and 
some measures are at length concerted for 
the protection of the capital. If a council 
is held who are those summoned to attend 
it? Is the lord chancellor one of the num- 
ber? No. Is the lord chief justice invited ? 
Unfortunately vo. In short, not. a_single 
privy councellor is invited to be present at 
these deliberations. 
avoid all unnecessary alarm. | If the greatest 
dangers ensue, still if alarm can be avoided, 
all is well ; ruat calum, but be sure te 
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The great object isto | 
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avoid alarm was the great burden of 
song on that memorable day. Satistied with 
recommending all tendency to avoid 
the lord-lieutenant retires to his county 
seat, and Mr, Secretary Marsden again re 
sumes the uncontroled management of af. 
fairs. ‘That hon. gent, seems, however, ig 
proceed with wonderfal indifference, 
allows the time to pass on, and still the po. 
lice are in no situation to repel riot as soog 
as it should make its appearance. Ey 
where I see want of foresight, decision g& 
vigour. Even the following day the lord. 
lieutenant does not issue his proclamation for 
the apprehension of the atrocious niurderen 
of the lord chief justice. He goes toc 
as usual, and it. is not till the 25th. thatg 
council is summoned, that any thing likeg 
vigorous act is resolved on.—The only de 
fence I have yet heard set up is, that 0+ 
vernment and the rebels were both surprised 
together in adark night; and I leave itty 
the House, whether that is a reason sufi. 
cient to watd off an inquiry ? It has beey 
clearly shewn, that the lord mayor of Dab. 
lin had no notice whatever of the danger of 
this rebellion. So far from it, his house 
was robbed of arms. But id is-said that Mr, 
Alderman Alexander, the presiding magi 
strate, had notice—and what did he do 
He went and slept out of Dublin, andde 
voived the whole duty on Mr. Oliver Cat 
leton, the high constable ; and the lord lieu 
tenant went out of town, and left all the 
weight and responsibility of governmention 
the shoulders of the under secretary, Mr 
Marsden. I shall not trouble the House any 
longer. I cannot conceive a better time fut 
inquiry than the present moment, and there 
fore the’ motion meets with my most cordial 
approbation. sgt 
General Tarleton.—Sir ; [beg the indulgence 


temperate observations, ‘The situation im 
which I was placed in Ireland, enablesime 
to fom an accurate judgment. I was placed 


| pot ordered tojoin till after the explosiongf 
| the rebellion on the 23d of July, 1 then lost 
no timein repairing to Ireland. On mya 
rival in Dublin, some days had elapsed, and 
the transaction of the 23d of July begaow 
be viewed in different lights. 1 had oppor 
tunities of conversing with all parties, with 
the military offiters, the commander inebith 
the chief secietary, the officers of the wohl 
lunteers, in short, with all those who wet 
best enabled to furnish me with themed 
of forming an opinion, and the genera 
pression of all I heard was, that the. ins 
| government was taken by; surprisé—~ 
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upon the Irish staff in last spring, but Twas: 


“SELEESERET BO 


2Bs28 3 


= 
E 4 





eB? 


str 


i) 


S8sF 3 


SERSSCRSRSeaasks EF SEF 


goes into the inquiry, it wil! be found 
whether, in fact, it was so or not; but I 
gonfess that was the impression made on my 
gind. From what has come out on the tri- 
ily which Mr. Wickham directed in the 
pest manner, } am sure he was convinced, 
with me, that government was surprised. I 
wil ask, if a powder mill had exploded at 
Charing-cross, and no measures were taken 
rSir R. Ford to obtain information about 
it, would not every one be surprised? The 
explosion in Patrick street was as near to the 
Castle as Charing-cross to this House, or to 
§t. James's ; and active inquiry might have 
been the means of preventing the insurrec- 
tion and blood-shed of the 234 July. ° With 
sespect to the hon. officer (Gen. Fox), the 


| jotelligence did not reach him till it was too 


fate, Is it, otherwise, tobe supposed that he 
would have put off the council of war, which 
he held in consequence, to so late an hour, 
that one of the officers who attended at it, 
was obliged to return back, the insurrection 
having already commenced, and the other 
found his safety in having a good pair of 


legs, (which it is often very useful to have 


on such occasions) and being. acquainted 
with the bye-ways. The noble Jord dwelt 
much on the strength of a garrison of 4000 
fnen, and conceived the Bank to be particu- 
larly secure, from being placed between the 

barracks and the 62d reg. On speak- 
ing with the Col. of the 62d reg., I was in- 
formed, that the orders reached him so late, 
and from such a variety of quarters, that he 
could collect only 16 men in any sufficient 
fime, The same officer informed me of the 


 fituation of a depét of powder, of which he 


informed Mr. Sec. Wickham, but that depot 
wasnot discovered.till after the rebellion, the 
ramifications of which were very extensive. 
Theard at Naas, the capital of the county of 
Kildare, that information had been convey- 
tdfrom thence to government, but that it 
had been Jittle attended to. 
the conspiracy also extended to the south be- 


tood Cork, where the conspirators learned, | 


bymeans of telegraphic fires, the iil enccess 
@ the ivsurrection -in Dublin, before the 
King’s officers knew it in Cork. It was by 
this information only that the insurrection 
Was'prevented from being genera! over the 
Gnntry.. I do not think that Gen. Fox, an 
flicer who has dane most meritorious ser- 
tice from a very early age, should be de. 
Pived of a command, superior in import- 
thee to every other in the service. without 
‘thyteason being assigned for that privation. 
Wwasa command of niuch difficulty and 


“tanger, but there was’ the more room for. 
Mepiog glory if the enemy should cae. On 
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these grounds I conceive the inquiry to be 
loudly called for. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke. — Sir; what has 
been just stated by the hon. general, the 
House cannot view in any other light than 
as hearsay evidence ; and, perhaps, had the 
hon. gen, remained some time longer in the 
country, he might have met with further in- 
formation, that might have induced hit to 
change his opinion on the subject of the Irish 
government being taken by surprise. I am 
not anxious to oppose the motion, as I am)’ 
certain that the lord lieutenant does not wish 
to shrink from an inquiry, and, shall, there- 
fore, confine myself strictly to facts. I co> 
incide in opinion with my hon. friend (Mr, 
Dawson), and my noble friend (Lord Cas- 
tiereagh), that there is no parliamentary 
grounds laid for an inquiry ; and also, that 
there must be great inconvenience attending - 
it; but still, if the House thinks proper to 
accede to the motion, I shall not object to 
it.—As facts have been referred to, I shall 
endeavour to set them ina right poimt of 
view. The hon. general: (Tarleton) ‘ con- 
cluded with an observation relative to the re- 
cal of Gen. Fox. Now, I do not know that 
he was recalled. A difference of opinion had 
arisen between him and the lord lieut. which 
made it necessary that one of them should 
withdraw. Gen. Fox thought proper to re- 
turn to England, and thus the matter-ended. 
—I think it necessary, before I proceed fur- 
ther, to advert to the principle on which my 
noble relative accepted the charge which 
has been entrusted to him; the leading fea- 
ture of which was, that a system of concili- 
ation was to be adopted, and without indulg- 
ing the idea that the diseases of the public 
mind were completely healed. Aod when 
this is seriously attended to, 1 think the 
House cannot blame my noble relation for 
being extremely cautious in receiving infor- 
mation from all quarters of intended insur- 
rection and rebeltion, which might tend to 
create alarms, and to revive old animosities, 
Undoubtedly, the Irish govt. did receive in- 
formation that some men, concerned-in the 
former rebeilion, were desireus to recom- 
mence their cld bad practices; but every 
account coincided in this, that the situation 
of the country was greatly improved, and 
was every day growing better, At this 
period the war broke out; an! the Irish 
administration, combining the account of 
the enemy’s intentions, with those of insur- 
rections in the country, the lord lieut. sug- 
gested whether it would not be adviseable to 
suspend the Habeas Corpus Act; the govt. 
of this country wished, however, from prin- 
ciples which the ..vi se will uot yery severeiy 

aus 
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criticize, not to resort to so strong a measure 
without an absolute necessity, and. therefore 


proposed to wait till. they saw whether any ° 


thing of that kind would be attempted. In 
this sitaation of affairs, gen. Fox arrived in 
Ireland-on the 1st June. last. It happened 
that some time. before and at that moment 
the county of Kildare had shewan_ strong 
symptoms of insurrection, and on the 12th 
July they were considered to be so threate- 
ning, that the lord Jieut. recommended it to 
the commander in chief to send troops to 3 
or 4 different places in the county, in order 
tokeep down that mischievous spirit. . The 
commander in chief, gen, Fox, set out ona 
military tour into the interior. On the -16:h 
the explosion, as it is called, broke out in 
Patrick-street; Dublin, which has been 
much exaggerated; it having been said by 
somie. that. a powder-mill blew up... Now 
What is the state-of the fact ?. Two persons 
only were at home at the time, one of whom 
being nearly suffocated, in the act of throw- 
ing up. a window, so cut his arm with the 
glass) that be bled.:to death; the other, 
who was: also nearly suffocated, was a 
poor: ignorant: map, and could. give no 
farther) account than that the powder 
was brought there te make up the comd- 
bustibles. + This affair, however, led govt. 
to. make farther inquires, and the Jord-lient. 
wrote on the 18th of July to the commander 
in chief, informing him of the transactions. 
This Jester was not received by the general, 
as the lord lieut. expected, for it was sent by 
the miliiary secretaries to him at Tullamore, 
and from nis having changed his ‘course, it 
did not reach him till he came to Dublin. 
‘The lord iieut. however, concluded with rea- 
son, that he had received it; and therefore 
it was, that he replied to the commander in 
chief, that he had nothing particular to com- 
municate.—On ‘the night of Thursday the 
21st, the general retaraed. In the’ course 
of Thursday, the only fresh circumstance was, 
the alarm of Mr. Clark, an eminent mano- 
facturer, who stated certain appearances and 
dispositions on the part of his workmen, in- 


Uicative of an approaching disturbance, On - 


Friday he returned, andsaid, he was con- 
vinced his alarm was not founded. Now, 
will gent. contend that govt. were actually 
obliged to know what happened before it 
happened? Or do they mean to say that 
govt. ‘knowing what they did, did not do 
every thing that was necesssary? I deny 
that assertion.— Many things having been 
stated with respect to the complaints of dif- 
ferent ns against the Irish govt. for 
their conduct on that,occasion, I shall pro- 
duce three letters to Mr. Marsden -from Mr. 
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Clarke, col. Aylmer, and Mr. Goring, gy 
one from Mr. Finlay to Mr. Wickham, 
[Here the right hon. sec. of state réad.pany 
of these letters; that of Mr. Clarke partion 
larly alluded to an article in “ Cobbettis Pj, 
tical, Register.” Mr.Clark declared in hig 
letter, that he had always received the mog 
polite and ready attention to his commugi 
cations, and praised the conduct of govtein 
respect to the transactions alluded to,] Qy 
the. Saturday the accounts became mop 
serious. The lord -lieut. received the letty 
of Mr, Marsden while gen. Fox was qih 
him. -Fhe hon. general who spoke last, hag 
asserted that the govt. was surprised, Bg 
how can that be possibly for a moment coy 
tended, wher. they were so well prepared g 
2 oclock; and the insurrection did not take 
place till 9, and there was a garsisonof 
4,000 men? until after the explosiod ip 
Patrick-street, I believe the secret was known 
only to 8 persons. Mr. Emmett, the fabps 
cator of the plot, had speut his propery 
about £3000, in purchasing this depot; tig 
had, therefore, no need to go about form 
luntary subscriptions, as had been the cayg 
in some such schemes, and thereby make if 
known. As to the quantity of arms in this 
place, there has been considerable naistakey 
The man who was the keeper of the depth 
has said, that the whole cousisted of 4: mam 
kets, 12 blunderbusses, 3000 pikes, andag 
case-pistols, with a rich general's uniform 
and'some others which were worn when the 
riot broke out.: Now, at 3 o'clock thedlotd 
lieut. and the commander in chief, wee 
apprised of the probability of a riot, Ap 
soon as the general got home to Kiimainhamy 
he wrote tocol. Manley, to take care of the 
depot at Island Bridge &c., at the time sta 
ting, that he apprehended a rising, im cone 
sequence of information received by gover 
ment, After this statement, it seems impos 
sible to say, that either. the civil or tht 
military govt; was surprized; for certainly 
the riot-happened to neither of them unem 
pectedly. The garrison was fully sufficient 
for every purpose. It consisted of theI6th 
reg. of dragoons, one of the finest reg. if! 
Evrope, of the 26th, 31st, 38th, and Gad 
reg. of veteran infantry, of 6 or 800 mem 
each, together with the depot of artillery, ma 
king altogethet about 4,C00 men.—-Now 
if a comparison is made between Dublimatt 
London, and it is considered how much the 
former is inferior in size:to'the latter; a 
must be admitted that such a force was ft 
sufficient for such a city as Doblin. . If ‘ap 
man will say, and can prove, that that fort 
was not sufficient for the defence of Dabiiy 


then, indeed, I will admit that blamedem 
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gitach to the Trish govt. So much for the 
‘of the military defence of Dublin.—I 
gullnext revert to the state of that place, so 
' far as regarded the civil power, and the pre- 
@utions which had been taken by the muni- 
‘pal officers. ‘The lord mayor of Dublin 
was informed of the intended insurrection, 
jpthe course of the day of the 23d, and had 
heen with Mr. Marsden on the subject, It 
do appeats from “the examination of Mr: 
(atiton, that Alderman Alexander had been 
informed of a riot being expected to take 
lace that day, and desired he might be pre- 
pared! for it. In addition to this, I shall re- 
forthe House to the declaration ofa person, 
whose name is very well known on the late 
fate triais; Imeéan Mr. Wilson, the peace- 
oficet, who certainly conducted himself with 
agreat deal of precision, during the affair in 
question, who was on the very spot at the 
time of the insurrection, and was engaged 
wih Emmett’s party. Mr Wilson states, in 
hivevidence, that on the 23d of July, before 
Gin the evening, he received a note, infor- 
ming him, that the insurrection was ex- 
pected, ‘and desiring him to be on the alert ; 
and he gave orders accordingly to the: peace 
officers under him. It also appears, that 
the commander-in chief wrote to col. Man- 
ley;'on the same day, informing him, that 
gov/had received information of an intended 
tingof the people, and desired that the 
necessary precautions might be taken with- 
tit creating any alarm.—A noble lord has 
particularly dwelt on the circumstances of 
govt. having desired that no alarm might be 
mide, and attempted to draw.an inference 
fom that, as if govt. had not been aware 
wfany danger. I cannot state particularly 
what the ‘directions may ‘have been, which 
the Irish govt. gave at the time in question ; 
but it is very probable that, upon a consul- 
tation having taken place, it was agreed that 
Whaever measures of precaution ‘were 
jidged proper to be taken, they should be 
wopted with as little appearance of alarm as 
posible. If similar measures of precaution 
were to be adopted in this country, I should 
tonteive it to be the duty of govt. to see that 
wery thing was done in a manner the least 
Gitulated to give an alarm to the public. 
Iwill put it to any Irish gent. who happened 
tethen present, and who recollects- the 
tnternation which was spread all over 
in 1798, in consequence of the 
Hopping of the mail coaches; whether it 
Wtothighly prodent to avoid any step that 
ight spread terror and confusion throughout 
Materior of the country. ‘This precaution 
Wagtually taken on the late occasion, and 
Wwis'not thought necessary te stop: the 
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| mail coaches.—A great deal has been said 


concerning the postscript of a letter written 
by the lord lieut. to’ general Fox .on the 
day in Guestion, and in which he was under- 
stood to have informed the commander in 
chief, that he had taken: greater precautions 
than were necessary. Now, in order to judge 
of that circumstance, it will be necessary for 
the House. to hear the whole of. the letter, 
as well as the postscript, and also to know 
the circumstances that gave rise to the letter. 
On that day col, Aylmer came from the 
county of Kildare, aid gave information, that 
parties of insurgents were coming up from 
that county, and that there was reason ‘to 
apprehend they would attack the Lodge in 
the Phoenix Park, on their way to Dublin. 
As soon as the intelligence was received by the 
lord lieut. he wrote to gen Fox, stating what 
he had heard, desiring that precautionary 
measures might be taken, bat no alarm exr 
cited. When he had finished the letter, 
there arrived at the lodge a reinforcement of 
soldiers; upon which the postscript was writ= 
ten, and stated, that as an alarm had been 
already spread, the precautionary.measure of 
sending those men would add to it. The 
words of the postseript are, ‘* I understand 
you have reinforced the guard here, by the 
addition of an officer and 30: men. I sup- 
pose you have received some other informa~ 
tion besides what I have given you. As ah 
alarm has already taken place, Ithink it will 
be increased by this measure.” Now, gent. 
must plainly perceive, ‘that these ‘words in 
the postscript related solely to the defensive 
measures. that were adoptedin the Phenix 
Park..—I have now made a plain and correct 
statement of the different circumstances re- 
lative to the late insurrection in Dublin, I 
have no personal reason whatsoever to in- 
duce me to opposethis motion, and shall leave 
it to the House to judge, whether or not 
there is.any foundation for blame against the 
Irish Government. ‘ 
Mr. Fox.—Sir ; 1 should have contented my- 
self with offering but a very few argaments 
in favour of the motion of the hon. bart., but 
some of the remarks of the right hon. gent, 
who has just sat down will compel me to go 
a little more into detail than T intended, and 
to preface what I intend Ao say, with a few 
preliminary observations. In some respects 
the right hon. gent. andmyself are placed in 
similar situations. He has'the same feelings 
towards one of ‘the parties, whose name has 
been so often mentioned in this discussion, 
as [have for the, other. There is‘another 
point of similarity in regard to our ‘wishes on 
the subject of this inqeiry, in which, indeed, 
he goes beyoud me: he says that lord Hard- 
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wicke is desirous to have his conduct can- 
vassed. My hon. relation does not go quite 
so far: he only has no objection to the in- 
quiry. The right hon. gent. says, he will 
not oppose the inquiry: here indeed I go 
beyond him, for I will vote for the inquiry. 
He may be, and no doubt is, a much better 
member of Parliament, and a‘ much better 
statesman ; but in promoting this inquiry, I 
consider myself the better brother of the 
two. -It is true, however, that when the 
right hon. gentleman said, that personally he 
would not oppose the inquiry, he took care 
immediately to correct himself; well aware, 
probably of the influence which such a de- 
claration from him might have on‘ many in 
this House ; and while he avowed a wish 
for inquiry himself, he seemed anxious to 
shew, that to others who were in a Jess deli- 
cate. situation, no parliamentary ground had 
been stated for the motion. And here I feel 
myself obli to state that kind of com- 
plaint which I have frequently been under 
the necessity of making, against the prac- 
tice of men in office resisting an inquiry, 
by employing arguments, founded an partial 
extracts from papers and documents, not in 
the possession or perhaps within the reach of 
other members. Such partial extracts gene- 
rally contain only what is in favour of the 
ministerial argument, while every thing of 
a contrary tendency, or which could explain 
the parts that are insisted upon, are al- 
together withheld. The justice of this 
complaint of mine, receives a most forcible 
ilhustration from the example of this night. 
Respecting the anxious wish of exciting no 
alarm, so ofien ascribed to the lord lieut., the 
right hon. gent. says, *“* How do I know, as 
a member of Parliament, that so much stress 
has been laid by the lord lieut. on giving no 
alarm?” To this 1 say, that however ignorant 
he may be as a member of Parliament, he 
cannot be ignorant of the fact, that, on this 
point, no more stress has been laid than the 
documents fully justify. I take upon me to 
say, that I as an individual do know that the 
lord lieut. must have been exceedingly anx- 
jous on this head; for thoughout the corres- 
pondence, of which the right hon. gent. has 
- read us what he thought useful for himself, 
the- sentiments. occur over and over again, 
They may defend the lord lieut. for his feel. 
ing; but let them not attempt to deny its 
existence. Let us, then, have the whole of 
the papers laid before us, or let us have none 
of them. It will then be impossible to give 
2 false gloss. by garbled extracts, and, upon 
a consideration of the whole, the House will 
be able to judge and decide. I am confident 
that they must then see that the’ utmost 
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anxiety to avoid alarm prevailed in jog 
Hardwicke’s mind; and that he disbelieyes. 
totally disbelieved, the intelligence which hay. 


been communicated of an impending distarhy : 


ance.—As the right hon, gent. consider 
himself obliged to advert to certain facts, jy 
which he felt a personal interest, I must bg 
indulged in following his example; but fing 
I must remark on what another hon. gent said, 
as to the notices which have been given oh 
this subject. He says that an hon. relatiog 
of mine gave notice of a motion respectj 
the late commander in chief in Ireland; a 
that I had likewise given notice of a motion, 
In this he is mistaken ; for I always felt, 
that however I might be gratified in suppotte 
ing this, or any motion of a more persona 
natare, I was not the most proper person to 
bring the business before the House, 
hon. relation (admiral Berkeley) said, thatif 
it should be stated to the House by ministey 
that no blame was imputed to gen. Fox; then 
it was not the wish of that officer, that any 
inquiry should be gone into on his account, 
This the right hon. gent. thought fit to state; 
and of course the mation of my hon. relation 
fell to the ground. If, however, the’ go 
vernment here, as in Ireland, are still dix 
posed to defend themselves by imputing that 
blame to my hon. relation, late the commat+ 
der in chief in Ireland, the infamy is thein, 
and he stands acquitted. Here let me ask, 
however, whether lord Hardwicke, as well 
as ministers here, has acquitted gen. Fos, 
and ceased to defend himself by impunti 
blame to that gallant officer? Let usJo 
at the conduct of the Irish government 
and we must be convinced that they have 
not. The right hon. gent. says, that a cook 
ness arose between the lord lieut. and the 
commander in chief, and it was impor 
sible that both could remain in the of 
fices they held. But when did this coolnet, 
arise? I assert that this coolness did n0t 
arise till many days after the affair of the 234, 
and that a perfect good understanding cote 
tinued between them. But when accoutlt 
came from England, stating the impressot 
made by that affair in this country, and 
when the lord lieutenant, perhaps to his 
second surprise, found that every body wa 
crying out against the Irish government fot 
having been surprised, then, perhaps, it Wa 
insinuated to him by those around bim, thét 
the best way to defend himself was to blame 
others, and that the disgrace of the col 
mander in chief would screen the castle from 
all censure. Something of this kind seem 
to have been the progress, if we can judge 
from the effect: From that moment, i 
deed, a coolness did exisi, and the com 
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ider in chief did resign, because he 
new that it was the wish of the lord lieut. 
that he should do so; and in such circum- 
siances my hon. relation, feeling that he 
qould- not serve the public usefully, did re- 


sign; but, surely, that was a very different 


pt from a voluntary resignation, and it 
must have been considered so by the world. 
What then was to be the effectof such a re- 
siguation ? _ If the lord lieutenant of Ireland 
yas soigaorant of the ways of mankind, and 


‘ofthe modes of thinking, as to imagine that, 


atsuch a moment, to signify a wish for the 
gsignation of the commander in chief was 
not to give an impression unfavourable to 
the latter, could he believe that the world 
would fail to conclude that the commander 
ia chief was dismissed because his conduct 
wai disapproved ?—But to shew that the 
gstem of attacking my hon. relation is still 

edas the only means of defending. the 
irish government, [ will produce two arti- 
ces which have been published in the Dub- 
lin journal. But first let me ask, will mi- 
isters, and gent. connected with Ireland, 
deny that the Dublin newspapers, particu. 
larly this newspaper, are under the influence 
of government ? Will they deny shat the 
conductors of that journal would venture to 
insert paragraphs disagreeable to the castle ? 
kmay not be the case, perhaps, that the 


Irish newspapers are so much under the con- 


tol of government as the Paris journals are 
uder that of the French government ; but 
will it be pretended that the Irish govern- 
ment does not influence the Dublin papers, 
md particularly that called ‘ Faulkner's 
journal ?”” Wo one will dewy this, and the 
dnelusion drawn from: what | am about to 
mad, I think is equally undeniable. —Here 
Mr, Fox read a paragraph from the Dublin 
journal, of the A4th Feb., respecting adimi- 
Berkeley having given up his motion in 
consequence of what Mr. Yorke said respect- 
Wg general Fox. It stated in most abusive 
lms, that blame existed somewhere, and 
it if ministers were not obliged to resist 


‘mehmotion, from. the incoavenience with 


Which it would be attended, the result would 
filly justify them, and prove unfavourable 
Wogeneral Fox. He then read a paragraph 
inthe Doblin journal of the 18th Feb., again 
tiliecting on gen. Fox, aad .contrasting his 


- codact with what Lord Catheart’s would 


ybeen, and stating the different conse- 
qhees ;: at the same time stating, that 
Wugh:the death of Lord. Kilwarden, &e. 
Wild not have taken place, the country 
Wild have lost the benefit which had arisen 


Miithe disclosure of rebellion, and from 


Hn 
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the example of the pure and admirable dis- 
pensations of criminal justice.—Indeed, two 
more scurrilous and abusive paragraphs, con~ 
tinued Mr. Fox, cannot be conceived. 
When I see such paragraphs published ia 
the journal of the castle, what am I to con- 
clude? Had the first of these paragraphs 
been disagreeable to the castle, is it to be 
credited that the slightest notice of disap- 
probation would not have prevented the re- 
petition? Jt is impossible in fairness thea 
to deny, that the Irish government does en- 
deavour to defend itself by attempting to 
blacken the character of the commander in 
chief, .From this, however, two material 
inferences are to be drawn. The first is a 
personal one, and it is clear that the recal 
of general Fox was intended to imply a 
charge of misconduct on that officer, and in 
this view the attack on my right hon, rela- 
tion is pursued up to this moment. The 
next is of a public nature, and it is, thatthe 
Irish government are aware’ that their de- 
fence is utterly uotenable, unless they are 
permitted to throw the blame, which exists 
somewhere, on Gen, Fox. They cannot 
deny that things are not right, but they 
would fain have it thought that they are not 
wrong.—Bat an hon. gent. (Mr. Dawson), 
thinks that he has a triumphant argument 
against the motion, because no Irish mem- 
ber came forward to make it. Having had 
that hoa. gent. with me on the question of 
the union, it may, perbaps, be a good an- 
swer to him to say, that one of the objec- 
tions to the union here was, that it would 
tend to encrease the influence of the crews 
in this House, and then it was prophesied, 
that of the 100 [rish members not one would 
be found to bring forward any charge against 
ministers. ‘Lhe prophecy, in this instance, 
seems pretty uearly realised. But, since ae 
Trish inember has thought proper to move 
the inguiry, we see that the Dublin journal, 
with inferior authority, indeed, states ‘that 
the subject deserves inquiry, aud the ouly 
objection to it is the inconvenience it might 
occasion to ministers at this critical moment. 
Now, the call for inquiry even of the Dublia 
journal, is important in every way ; eiiher as 
it speaks what is agreeable to the, sense and 
feeling of apart of the people of Ireland ; 
or as it speaks the sense ofthe castle, 
which in the newspapers it influeaces, ad- 
mits that blame lies somewhere. Teo. dis- 
cover and to decide where that blame really 
dues. lic now, remains fur Pasliameot.~~Lhe 
hon. bironet, who opened his motion with 
so munch: ability and good sense, asst:ts, aud 
offers tp prove the vazigus facts. My hon 
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* friend who spoke lately (Gen. Tarleton) has 
likewise stated many important’facts. But 
to these it is said by the nght hon. gent., they 
are all hearsay. ‘Why, to. be sure, they are 
hearsay, and what other ground has Parlia- 
ment to proceed upon in the first instance 
‘ but. hearsay : and what else can we have 
but hearsay, unless the House will resolve to 
inquire? There has been some criticism 
employed by the right hon. gent. on. the 
, word “surprised,” as applied to the Jrish 
government on the 23d, After what had 
been admitted almost by every person who 
had spoke, I did not expect to hear any dis- 
pute as to this point. Surprise may not ne- 
cessarily imply blame. The greatest gene- 
rals have been surprised. If the Irish go- 
vernment had fairly said, we have had so 
many false alarms, so much false informa- 


tion, that in this instance we have been sur- 


prised; this defence might, perhaps, have 
been admitted, But they were not “ sur- 
prised !” 
to signify being taken unprepared. If then 


the Irish government had information at | 


3 o'clock, and were take unprepared at 9g, 
I must still think they were surprised, and 
they are the more inexcusable if they did re- 
ceive information and did not act upon it. 
This circumstance renders it more disgrace- 
fal, more unseemly, to be taken unprepared. 
‘To be surprised. may in such circumstances 
‘be a great crime. Indeed, to be surprised is 
prima facie evidence of neglect. Ifa ship 
is lost a court of inquiry is held, because. 
the rule is that aship ought not to be lost 
without an inguiry into the case, and this 
when there is not the slightest reason to 
suppose blame.— But there is something 
prima facie, which demands examination. 
The fact of the government ofa great coun- 
try being surprised, as that of Ireland was 
on the 23d of July, is of itself that prima fa- 
cie evidence of neglect as would fally justify 
inquiry.—With respect to the precautions 
adopted, let us see what they were. It may 
not be amiss, however, to notice the extra- 
ordinary defence set up for the lord lieute- 
nant against the government, so extraordi- 
mary that it is altogether inconsistent with 
common sense.’ It .is said that communica- 
tions were ‘made by the Jord lieutenant to 
General. Fox, and a letter written on the 
16th, acquainting him of the explosion of 
the powder-mill or magazine on the 106th. 
The factis, that General Fox had been ab- 
gent ona military tour, Hearrived in Dub- 
lin Jate on the 2Jst, so that he did not re- 
ceive the leiter and communicated papers 
dill that day. But, ia truth, what is it to 


I have always considered surprise | 


the weight that belonged to it. 





have coneluded, than that Lord Hardwick 
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have communicated such intelligence yj 

out adding the view in which the matteray, 
peared to theavon the spot, and whose by 
ness it was to examine such matters, Teig: 
perfectly well known, that to communica 


a mass of papers without pointing out the 


mode in which the circumstances they state 
may or may not be founded, according’ tg 
previous information or observation, ‘is Ot. 
municating just nothing at all, and js wong: 
than no intelligence. Next day, theoggg. 
the lord lieutevant wrote to General Fox, 
saying there was nothing new, aud expresge 
ing a wish that the General would eal at 
the lodge, on Saturday upon his ocher bugis 
ness. Nothing was said or written to enable 
General Fox, who had been absent, to judge 
what importance was attached to the explos 
sion of the 16th. Of what use, in God 
name, was it to send such communication, 
unless the commander ‘in chief was expected 
to do something on it? And had he any 
reason to suppose that the government em 
pected he should do any thing? The infor 
mation of Mr. Clarke, oo Thursday, though 
afterwards repeated on Friday, should have 
been communicated to General Fox ‘with 
Bat nos! 
thing was done that indicated that go 
vernment attached importance to the in 
formation they had received, or expected the 
commander in chief to do any thing in cots. 
sequence of it. Is it then fair to say, that the 
commander in chief had the same information 


as lord Hardwicke? The latter had been more — 
than two years in Ireland, 


He had an‘op: 
portunity of observing the state and the sen»: 
timents of the people, and had 60,000)4 


year to spend in secret service money, to 


procure intelligence. He was able theres! 
fore, or ought to have been able, to diseris 
minate information, and to distinguish true 
from false. The commander. in ehief had 
been in Ireland only about six weeks. He 
had been absent on a military tour, and had 
no-secret service money to facilitate informa 
tion, nor was it his business to attend to the 
detail and examination of its results) How, 
then, was Gen. Fox to know whether the ia* 
formation received was important, but from 
the ‘impression it made on those in the habit 
of receiving and criticising it? When hesaw 
that no‘fnformation was sent to the lord 
mayor of the intended rising, that the 
lieut. went to the Phoenix Park, unless ite 
deed forthe purpose of leaving it empty, 
and that the rebels should find nothing init, 
how esuld ‘he imagine thar the information 
was of a serious mature?) what-else could’ 
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tight hon. gent. has read a letter from 
e lord lieut, to Gen. Fox, written on the 


fe believe the intelligence received? 


) evening of Saturday., At first I. thonght 


atthe letter must contain something which 
shewed that the lord licut. believed that a 
serious rising would take place; but, in 
fact, it states nothing more than that the lord 
jeut. had received a communication from 
oo, Aylmer, and which neither the Col. 
himself, nor Lord Hardwicke seemed to at- 
tach much credit to. In fact, if the lord 
fient. did believe that a rising was to take 
place, why did he leave the Castle and go to 
Phoenix Park? Surely, if there was dan- 
er, his presence at the seat of goyt. would 
od given confidence to the loyal, and have 
inspired vigour into the operations of the 
civil and military power. Was the Phenix 
Park his proper station if he believed that 
danger approached? But his courage and 
magnanimity induced him.to quit the Castle! 
How! What courage, what maguanimity ? 
If there was danger, his leaving the Castle 
aud going to the Lodge was not courage, but 
either the grossest ignorance or the most cul- 
pable temerity, What merit could there be 
impersonal courage that led him from a sta- 
tioo where he was safe and useful, to a place 
where he could be of no service, and where, 
ppp attack had been made, he mighi have 
allen. into the hands of the rebels, without 
the merit of defending his post, and perish- 
ing in the defence of his country ? ~The 
sate of Dublin on that day presents a most 
lamentable picture of a city deserted by all 
the efficient members. of its government ; 
andif danger was apprehended, never was 
tonduct so unaccountable. The lord lieut, 
quits the Castle, and retires to his villa! The 
commander in chief goes to Kilmainham! 
fhe Jord mayor of Dublin has no informa- 
toa, and goes to his villa! The superintend- 
ing magistrate Alderman Alexander, tells his 
Constables to be in readiness, and goes out of 
town to his villa! What is to be inferred 
from, this, but that nobody believed that any 
fot or rebellion would take place? Is it pos- 
fible that all these persons could have acted 
had they been impressed with the belief 
that any sérious rising was iatended? Minis- 
lets have shewn that they will not be behind 
hand with their predecessgggin taxing our 
Pockets, but. they wish es, our faith be- 
Yond all example. I scarce ever come down 
fo this House, but I am called upon to be- 
something whi.h it is. impossible for 
ay man .of commdh sense to credit; and 
OW Ministers come and tell us to believe 
athe most superstitious Irish Roman Ca- 
Me bogtrotter could not digest. After 
Ven. I, 





such a train of facts, how can any man.af> 
fect to say, that the Irish govt. actually be- 
lieved in the intelligence.they had received? 
—I come next to.a very important point. It 
is confessed; that at the beginning of last 
year the Irish govt. were of opinion, that if 
would be proper to susp: nd the Habeas Cor- 
pus, and to establish Martial Law. Minis- 
ters here would not accede to that system, 
being desirous of representing Ireland as 
tranquil, as they had described the peace as 
profound. Thatthe power asked for by the 
Trish govt, and refused, was so readi'y grant- 
ed afier the 23d, must have convinced that 
govt. of the best mode of obtaining it. It 
was then that the ostensible illustration of 
the necessity became apparent. And when 
we hear the noble lord qualifying and ob- 
jecting to the principle, that prevention is 
always best, it might afford some suspicion 
that the insurrection of the 23d would not 
have been so very disagreeable, had it not 
been accompanied by the murder of Lord 
Kilwarden and Col. Brown.— But although, 
in the eye of the law, one life is as good ag 
another, it certainly is not so in the feelings 
of mankind; and, itis true, as the noble lord 
(Castlereagh) observed, that the murder of 
Lord Kilwarden had given. an additional ins 
terest to the melancholy affair of the 23d. 
But, since gentlemen argue so much of the 
good produced by the insurrection in dis- 
playing the intentions of, the disaffected, in 
weakening their cause, and in establishing 
the glory of the loyal administration of Ire- 
land, how mauy deaths d es this noble lord 
calculate as well compensated by so many 
advantages, and in what specific cases does 
he think that the principle of prevention is 
not the best? Such doctuines I must ever 
hold in the utmost horror. As was justly 
said the other night, on the subject of inva- 
sion, that eyery inch of Kent or Sussex is to 
be defended, so every man in Dublin, every 
house, every chamber, is to be saved from 
destruction if the system of prevention can 
be applied, Such conclusions would be a 
disgrace to the policy of the worst govern- 
ments, would disgrace Machiaval so much 
injured, if given as the result of the prin- 
ciples often so erroneously imputed to bim, 
But I hope J mistook the scope of the noble 
lord’s argument, though I am sure I do not 
mistake his words. —The defenders of the 
Irish govt, cannot agree about the proper 
name of the transaction of the 23d. Some- 
times it isa ‘‘ contemptible riot,” at others, 
a dangerons rebellion. It is said, there 
could be no danger, for there were 4000 re- 
gular troops in Dublin. That force, I have 
no. donbt, would be able to supptess cven a 
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formidable insurrection, but if an insignifi- 
cant riot was expected on the 23d, why was 
not the commander in chief directed to hold 
troops in readiness at the call of the civil 
magistrates? And why were not the ma- 
istrates jn attendance to give their sanction 
to the operation of the troops if necessary ? 
If it was a “contemptible riot,” why did 
ministers, upon such a ground, oall for the 
suspension of the Habeas Corpus, and the 
introduction of Martial] Law? If,.on the 
other hand, it was, as Lord Redesdale says, 
not 8 persons of the ringleaders, nor €0 re- 
bels in all, but that persons came from all 
parts of Ireland to co-operate in a plan long 
meditated; are not ministers culpable in 
being ignorant of that state of the country ? 
With respect to Lord Redesdale’s letters, it 
has been said, that next to the indiscretion of 
ublishing them, would be the indiscretion of 
discussing them, With all that genius 
which the Irish possess, (and'I thiok they 
possess genius in a degree superior to other 
nations), with all the valour which they pos- 
sess in an equal degree with the inhabitants 
of this country, with all the good qualities of 
every kind which belong to them, the peo- 
ple of Ireland have never been very famous 
for their discretion. It must no doubt, then, 
have been very gratifying to them, to’ find 
that a grave English chancellor sent over ‘to 
them had been guilty of an indiscretion, to 
which, indeed, nothing could be second; 
for it was of that sort that nothing simile et 
secundum could exist. These letters are 
more than indiscreet. They must be in- 
finitely mischievous if the author of them 
continues to fill his present station. Jt had 
been denied that Mr. Marsden had treated 
any one who came to give him informa- 
tion with want of attention; but I have 
heard, that in the case of a Mr. Finlay, 
something of this kind was complained of. [ 
do not assert this to be th: f.ct, but if an 
inquiry is granted, I pledge myself to shew, 
that it is impossible any man of sense can 
be of opinion, that the lord lieut. of Ireland 
did believe that an insurrection, great or 
small, would take place on the 23d of July, 
‘and that till within half an hour of the ex- 
plasion, the Commander in Chief had no in- 
telligence in what manner it was expected he 
should act. It was said by the noble Jord 
very boldly, that there was a complete bar 
to justice in this affair; bat be thought ‘pro- 
per to qualify.’ This bar was the absence 
of Lord Hardwicke. Against such doctrine 
I must beg leave wholly to protest. 
‘ment ought to exert its controul over the 
executive power, both in its near and its dis- 
tant operations. If this ‘vere not to be the 
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case, what an argument against the fini B 

altogether! For this Parliament is unfit 

legislate for a country, the executive adm), 
nistration of which it cannot controul, jf 

has been said too, that the hon. bart. who 
made the motion must know better What 

happens at Wolverhampton than in Dublin, 

Against this sort of language I must alg 

enter my solemn protest. ‘Though, donbt. 

less, more connected with his immediate 

constituents, and more devoted to their pats 

ticular service, every member of Parliament 

is member for the whole empire; for Dablig 

as well as for Hertfordshire or Yorkshire, 

Such doctrine as we have heard to-night | 
would not have been endured formerly, ang 

if it is suffered to prevail, there must: be an 

end of even the pretence of benefit which 

Ireland was to derive from a liberal, pio. 

tecting, dispassionate legislature. 1 am de. 

cidedly of opinion, that there is sufficient 

prima facie evidence of neglect in the 

Irish govt. to justify the inquiry; that the 

contradictory assertions of ministers respect. 

ing the state of Ireland, render it more ne 

cessary; and, I hope, that the House, in 

such circumstances, notwithstanding their 

partiality to ministers, will feel that the 

question involves the credit of the whole go. 

vernment. 

Mr. Dallas said, the only question before 
the House was, whether they would lay the 
foundation of an address to his Majesty, to 
dismiss from his councils the persons alluded 
to, as being incapable to render his Majesty 
any service? He would consider the ques 
tion as it put the House into a judicial ca 
pacity. He fully recognised that great duty 
and privilege of the House, ‘to inquire inte 
the conduct of the executive government, 
But it was unbecoming the character of the 
House to institute an inquiry without a suf 
ficient ground. Jt was not enough, in the 
present case, to shew after the event that 
something better might have been done on 
the 23d of July, by the govt. in Ireland; but 
a strong presumption of culpable neglect must 
be shewn, and of sufficient magnitude tocall 
for so solemn a proceeding, as an inquity by 
Parliament, He could :ot forbear to ex 
press his surprise at the time of bringing 
this motion before the House, If the arg, 
ments of the friends of the motion are cone 
clusive, how do they justify their neglect it 
delaying this great and necessary inquilye 
The House, if those arguments be goo 
is mare culpable than the government of 
Ireland. ‘Of the hon. gent. opposite tomm 
(Mr. Fox), it may be truly said, that nomam 
has a’ more acute understanding. Yet 
With all the motives arising from hist 
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his near relation, with all his attachment 
pthe privileges of the House, and his atten- 
| fon to his own duty, could not find, in all 
ihe time that has elapsed, matter, to charge 
the govt. of Ireland with criminal neglect ; 
, if he had, the hon. gent. would have 
n induced by those motives, to bring the 
‘Westion himself before the House. Having 
ade these preliminary observations, he 
hould inquire whether there was any proof 
criminal negligence in the govt. of Ire- 
land on the 23d of July; and this included 
the consideration of the kind of intelligence 
they had of the designs of the rebels, and 
ial whether, on such information 
aj they had, they made preparations ade- 
gate to the danger as that evidence pre- 
Bote itto them. It was material to the 
complete view of this matter, to consider 
what the character of the insurrection was. 
Gentlemen were condemned for calling this 
a contemptible riot.” What, he says, is 
that contemptible, whose object is to sepa- 
ite Ireland from England? No! not as to 
ils object; but contemptible it may be in its 
means; and such it appeared to be as far as 
Dublin was concerned. The difficulty of 
obtaining information that is sufficiently ac- 
Cotate, in an affair to which few were privy, 
aid. in which the zeal of the parties would 
e secrecy, was not to be overlooked. 
ith all this, what is the degree of infor- 
mation obtained? On the 23d the lord-lieut. 
aid the commander in chief came to the 
Castle between 3 and 4 o'clock, and the ne- 
tessary orders were issued for the security of 
the city of Dublin. A military-council was 
held at 9 o'clock, and the different posts 
Were strengthened. ‘Thus it appeared that 
to negligence had taken place on the part of 
govt, The learned gent. here went through 
the history of the information received by 
the Trish gevt., as it had been detailed by 
Mr. Yorke. He then said he would take 
Mr, Fox's acceptation of (he word surprised, 
applied to the government, viz. whatever 
ey knew, they were not prepared; and 
Would examine the state of the preparations. 
After which, he went into the history of the 
Bastions of the govt. as detailed by Mr. 
tke. He contended chiefly, from this, 
that the lord lieut. had done all his office re- 
@ited; and that the commander in chief 
Might to have put every thing under his 
mand, in a proper train of preparation. 
He said, if surprise meant ignorance, not.of 
general designs and intentions of the re- 
es, but of the individual persons concern- 
et, ‘the particular plan, and the moment of 
_Wattempt, then he would acknowledge the 
» ,But these the govt, had not the 
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means of knowing. The hon. gent. (Mr. 
Fox) had ‘argued againse himself; for, if 
the lord lieut, did not credit the information 
he received, or thought it doubtful (which 
that gent. had contended), then his prepara~ 
tions were, indeed, great... For his part, he 
thought, the govt. in Ireland had gained all 
the intelligence their means afforded, and 
made every preparation necessary on that in- 
formation. He could not; therefore, con+ 
scientiously agree to put them on their trial, 
It would be injustice to them it would be 
contrary to the true object of the discretion 
placed in Parliament. Inquiries into the 
conduct of the executive government ought 
never to be instituted, but on the most grave 
and important reasons.. Upon an attentive 
consideration, of the whole transaction, he 
was perfectly convinced that no blame was 
imputable to the civil.or military govern- 
ment, and should conscientiously vote against 
the present motion. 

Dr. Laurence said, the learned gentleman 
had taken up the question as a counsel for a 
person accused, who keeps all the arguments 
against bim out of sight. The House-could 
only have general evidence to induce them 
to go into the inquiry. All the documents 
that would be evidence, were in the, posses- 
sion of the other side, and his hon. friends 
could not produce them. The learned gent. 
considered the House as a Grand Jury; 
and as such, he contended, they had suffici- 
ent evidence to grant the inquiry. He had 
very much at heart .the preservation of that 
power in the House of inquiring into the 
acts of the executive govt., and those of its 
servants. For. this reason he had voted 
against the administration he had generally 
supported, in the case of Admiral Colpoys; 
because the proper evidence was not before 
the House. He deprecated the practice 
that had lately so entirely obtained, of deny- 
ing evidence to the House. He main- 
tained, that no time had been lost by those 
who professed themselves friends to the in- 
quiry. The question had been brought for- 
ward soon after the 23dof July, but was 
given up at the instance of ministers, who 
thought the advanced state of the session 
precluded the proper means of information. 
Since that period, the conduct of the govt. of 
Ireland had been animadverted upon, by an 
hon. member (Mr. Fox), daring ihe discuss 
sion of the army estimates. Another hon. 
member, a relation of the gallant officer 
who commanded in Ireland, had also given 
notice of a motion; and the worthy baronet 
who then felt it his duty to take it up, had 
certainly lost no time in bringing the ques~ 
tion forward.—-As the darkness of the night 
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in’ which” the insurrection broke out had 
been particularly mentionéd, he should just 
observe, notwithstanding the darkness was 
represented to be so great as to ‘prevent a 
personifrom seeing his hand before him, 
that'a man: had. been hanged upon the sole 
evidence of one, who deposed that he had 
distinctly seen him from a two-pair of stairs 
swindow.— Whether any blame could attach 
tocany»person or not, or on whomsoever it 
might fall, he hoped, for the honour of the 
country, an inquiry would be granted ; and 
he should -vote as conscientiously as his 
dearned friend, when he gave his vote for 
the: motion. 

The Attorney-General could not too strong- 
dy cal) the attention of the House, to the ne- 
wessity' of having a grave case made out 
prima facie, before any inquiry could be in- 
stitaed. The hon, gent. opposite to him 
«Mr; Fox) had calied the letters and papers 
referred to, in justification of thegevt. of 
Ireland; garbled ‘intelligence ; but he felt 
no-difficulty: in saying; that if there ever was 
an instance:'in which good and satisfactory 
decuments were produced, that instance was 
the present case. For his own part, he was 
ready to'oppese the motion; not from ihe 
arguments and statements which those do- 
cuments supplied him with, but from the 
grounds advanced by the hon. baronet him- 
self, who bad opened the discussion ; and if 
ever the govt. had been surprised, it did not 
follow that they were, on that account, to 
be accused of negligence, and the want of 
vigilance and precaution. When gentlemen 
talked of preventive measures, they did 
not seem to consider, that although patroles 
of horse and. foot might have secured’ the 
tranquillity of the city of Dublin, by doing 
constant duty every night, yet such mea- 
sures of prevention would have left the re- 
bellion lurking in the heart of the city. If, 
as the fect was, the rebellion bad not lasted 
for a single hour, what grounds were there, 
he would ask, for forming any correct opi- 
nion of its magnitude? Yet enough had, 
-nndoubtedly,. been disclosed, to shew the 
disposition of the disaffected, their connexion 
with persons who had arrived from France, 
and the nature of their plans.. Was it then 
going tco far to arm, by the adoption of 
subsequent measures, governmept with pow- 
ers which were calculated to guard against 
and counteract any new insurrections after 
the explosion of the last? If the necessary 
consequences of the motion were to. be the 
removal of the lord lieut., and of: officers 
entrusted with important military commands, 
those céhsequences alone would be a sufli- 
eient argument against its being entertain- 
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ed, as‘no such proceeding ought to take 
place, unless a grave case were oad 


made out.— With respect to the correspond. 


genileman’s animadversions, it was untenis 
ble that Lord Redesdale had not published 
his letters, and the mischief, if indeed 


ence which had been the subject of an hon, 
thige 


had been produced, was caused’ by the py 
lication of the corresponderice. 
ther extraordinary and hard, that the syh 
ject.of that correspondence should be min. 
gled with the conduct of government ; ‘for 
Lord Redesdale, in communicating his sep. 
timents to the noble lord, on whom he was 
conferring the right of exercising the dutic 
of a magistrate, was not guilty of any im. 
propriety in suggesting what he conceived 
might be useful to the noble lord in the diy. 
charge of the duties of his new office. The 
Attorney-General concluded with declaring, 


It was ta. 


that until a grave and material case Was . 


satisfactorily made out, the House could 
not with consistency agree to the proposed 
inquiry 

Lord De Blaquiere rose at about 2 o'clock 
in the morning. He said, that before he 
went into the question he would crave the 
indulgence of the House for a moment, to 
make a shore observation on what had fallen 
from an hon. friend of his (Mr. Dawson),— 
It was with sorrow and pain he had heard 
the hon, gent. express any jealousy upon the 
interference of English members in the con- 
cerns of Ireland. Such a proceeding oughtto 
be consi jered not as an evil, buta benefit aris 
ing out of the union of the two kingdoms, » 
the temperate and dispassionate interference 
of unprejadiced men would be ever attende 
with the most ‘solid advantages to that 
country:—He said, if it had been hia good 
fortune to have: been noticed at an earlier 
hour, he should have endeavoured to have 
made some reply to the speech delivered by 
the noble lord at the beginning of the de 
bate, but those items which he meant to 
have questioned were now gone by, leaving 
only one general impression upon his min 
that the noble lord had fallen into that enor 
which the wisest logicians have often expt 
rienced ;_ namely, that be had in fact proved 
too much, The noble lord had laid it dow 
and asserted, that the conduct of the In 
government on the 23d of July was het 
than well—whereas he (Lord De Blaquiett) 
thought that the government of, Irela ‘. 
that day was worse, infinitely worse, ia 
bad !— His noble friend and he, were, thet 
fore, completely at issue upon the point, 
a war of assertion was to be continue 
had begun.’ But suffer me, said 
Blaquiere, to call.the attention of the 
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pa distinction which may not be altogether 
serving of notice. God forbid! «I 
ld have the presumption to say, that 

w thing coming from my mouth deserved 
ter attention than that which any. other 
nn bas uttered, but when it shall be re- 
membered that I desire to consign to a com- 
tee for the investigation of truth, every 

ng which I shall advance, and that those 
gp the other side, who equaliy and boldly 
make their assertions, shrink from the in- 
yestigation which I court, thé House will, 
fr conlident, make the distinction — 
Toon the subject of the present discussion 
, said his lordship, a little back and see 
fall these disasters have not arisen more 
fom the mismanagoment of government 
than from any other cause.~ View that fatal 
witem of not alarming the people, that 
wretched admixture of fear and fright, 


whose operation upon the minds of men. 


Jed to doing that which was worse than 
wrong; vamely, to the doing of nothing at 
al; a system which had brought ‘this 
country to its ruin, if its feelings had not 
been ronsed by the persevering spirit and 

use. of the right hon, gent. opposite (Mr. 
Windham), who had awakened the people 
toasense of their danger, without terrify- 
ing their. minds or exciting their fears; and 
which had. led to those exertions that have 
pat the country into 2 situation, far beyond 
ihe apprebension of danger.—In a hapless 
hour, however, the fatal, the favourite, but 
wretched system was like a pestilental dis- 
ease-wafied over to Ireland, and to this he 
did really beheve was to be principally as- 
eribed all the evils which have followed.— 
The House would please to remember (they 
could not forget it), that some weeks previ- 


ous io that fatal day, he had in that very - 


place where he then stood, spoken his belief 
of the forthcoming misch'ef. He was-treat- 
@d with attention by the House, but his 
Majesty’s ministers and their friends heard 
him with disdain.—The country was then, 
4% he feared many parts of it would be 
found now, in that state of silent, but per- 
Ceptible stir, which has ever preceded every 
#rat explosion, and which has been the 
fonstant harbinger of deadly mischief.—All 
ela t said the friends of the admi- 
fistration—all is quiet, quiet, Mr. Speaker, 
‘Mid. his lordship ; so is. gun-powder, if you 
Willlet it alone. 


. In. respect to the transaction to which 
We attention. of the House had been 


‘Milled by the hon. baronet, he would. be 
4 how he: gave offence by his words, 
M would be afraid to cull it a rebellion, 
‘nd with shyness would glance even at 
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an ‘insurrection—most gentlemen admit- 
ted there had .been-a riot or a row, 
many more acknowledged there had been a 
dispute ; but, that there had been a differ. 
ence of opinion every body admitted, upon 
the grounds of the impossibility of living 
under the austere control of the King upon 
the throne, and the tyrannic system of the 
English constitution, compared with the 
mild and benignant government of the Chief 
Consul of France.—in this controversy, as is 
often the case, from words they came to 
blows, and he believed it was known, that 
in about a quarter of an hour some five and 
twenty or thirty men were laid dead upon 
their backs. To the honour of government, 
however, be it said, they had yet made no 
altempt to prove that any one of these gea- 
tlemen had made away with themselves.—— 
The hanging which succeeded carried off 
many more, .not more, he begged to observe, . 
than the injured laws and justice of the 
country required; but the thing went on 
merrily every day whilst he was on the spot, 
and he heard it ubserved, comically enough 
to be sure (and in repeating which he hoped 
he should give offence to no gentleman ia 
that House) “ that every man had been 
hanged, except those who deserved it.—It 
was too late in the night to enter minutely 
into the several items of the transaction. 
On the 
16th of July, the rebel magazine in Patriek 
Street blew up; and it appeared by the evi- 
dence of Flemming on Emmett’s trial, that 
all the remaining ammunision, bail cart- 
ridges to the amount of 30,000, arms, &c. 
were removed in the middle of the day of 
the 17th from this rebel magazine to the 
rebel depét in Marshall Lane.—That at this 
depot in Marshall Lane, it appears on the 
trials, that from 10 to 3Q persons were 
constantly employed, not in the manufac- 
turing of minik'o pins or pocket pistols, but 


in the construction of some of the most 


formidable and cumbersome impliments of 
war.—Beams from 12 to 20 fect in length, 
ingeniously contrived, and holding froin 20 
to 25 pikes each; other blocks of timber 
of thé same buik loaded with combustibles, 
so massive and unwieldy, that less than LO 
men could not easily move them.—Then 
how could the House credit, as it had. been 
asserted, that 8 men only were employed in 
the work. All this had been quietly going 
on for some weeks previous to:the rebellion, 
aod within a few hundred yards of the Cas- 
tle gate, and this. being. admitted, (for it 
cannot be denied), dow is it we are cailed 
upon unblushingly to extol the vigilance and 
exertions of the government of Ireland? Jf 
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the Lord Lieutenant had the power suffici- 
ent to crush this insurrection in the bud, 
which he (Lord De Blaquiere), always 
shrewdly suspected he had not, why was it 
hot exerted? If the Lord Lieutenant had 
those powers and did vot exert them, he was 
criminally to blame ; but if, instead of being 
armed with those powers (so indispensible 
for the executive government in a disturbed 
country) it should appear, and he thought 
he had picked up as much in the course of 
the debate, that Lord Hardwicke was not 
only uoarmed with those powers, but that 
he had actually applied for them to his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers 1n Eogland, and had. been 
refused ; sure, said he, my Lord Hardwicke 
can be no longer to blanie: the blame, the 
neglect, the responsibility, no. longer at- 
taches upon him, it reverts with accumulat- 
ed weight upon the shoulders of the right 
hon. gent. who sits in the next bench— 
upon him and’those with whom be has ad- 
vised.—The noble lord who said that 3,000 
pikes-only were taken, had been misinform- 
ed, for that noble lord, he knew, was utterly 
incapable of giving the fiat of his word to 
any thing which he did not believe to be 
true; but the fact was that 13,000 pikes were 
taken on the 23d of July, and the succeeding 
day. His authority was from oneof the persons 
persons appointed by government to collect 
them.—To go into the military disquisition of 
the business, was at that hour too late; and, 
moreover, had been sufficiently explained 
by an hon. gent. who had gone before him; 
but, that some thousand strangers had come 
into the town in the night between the 22d 
and 23d of July, every body knew. The 
government had express information of it, 
not from ordinary and ill paid spies, but from 
some of the most respectable gentry of the 
country ; and, that their object was to cut 
the throat of every loyal man. These are 
facts, said his lordship, for the truth of which, 
I desire to be brought to the tribunal of truth 
for enquiry; that is, the committee moved 
for by the hon. baronet. He wished for the 
sake of the country in which he had so long 
lived, and for the honour of the government 
under which he had so long served, that he 
might be-put in the wrong: but, he suppli- 
cated, he implored the House, to satisfy the 
people of that neglected country, and Jet 
them know, whether all the calamities they 
had so recently endured, were brought upon 
them by the visitation of God for their sins ; 
or, whether they owed these disasters.to the 
misconduct of men who were no more than 
themselves ?—That an inquiry ought to be 
induced, if argument can prove any thing, 
had already been proyed.—The hon. general 
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who had been alluded to, did not £0 to Si 


land to make a character; and it was the . 


bounden duty of the House, to see, that hy 
did not loose a character without a ¢ans 

The friends of that gallant officer, he way 
sure would vote for the inquiry ; the hon; 
member his kinsman, had signified his jp: 
tention so to do; it was honourable for both, 
He trusted the friends of Lord Hardwicke 
would do the same, and to push the ol, 
max one step further, he thought, the right 
hon, gent. the Chancellor of the English Bx. 
chequer ought to do so likewise; as he should 
not scrupte to assert, that, in the vulgar con. 
sideration of this business, his name had beey 
continually mentioned ; the government of 
Ireland with its eyes open, and on the spuf, 
could not bave acted the part they did, buf 
for the express controul of the English ca. 
binet.—-Upon the score of Lord Hardwicke, 
he begged the House would indulge hin 
with a word. He considered Lord Hard. 
wicke as a high bred nobleman, of fine man. 


ners, and engaging address; that for pro. 


bity and integrity, he had never been sur 
passed; and, that in his breast the Godof 
nature had planted a heart as pure and im. 
maculate, as ever rested in the bosom of 
man; but, this was not the subject then 
under consideration. He thanked the House 
for the condéscending attention they had 
been pleased to shew him; he should of 
course vote for the committee. 

Mr. Windbam thought, that the House 
was much indebted to the noble lord who 


spoke last, not only for the important facts 
which he had furnished and the useful re” 


flexions with which he had accompanied 
them, but for the pleasantry he had intro- 
duced, and which, besides being very te. 
freshing after so long a debate, was; perhaps, 
the most forcible way of treating the ques 
tion. There were some things so extrava- 


gant in their own nature, that nothing but. 


ridicule could reach thems: 


“« Safe from the bar, the pulpit, and the throng 
“ But touch’d and sham’d by ridicule alone.” 


the person undertaking to describe them 
was forced to have recorrse to ridicdle, 
from utter despair of doing justice to them 
by any direct or grave statement. Of this 


sort were the greater part of the allegations 


used on the present occasion in defence 


the Irish government.—Before, however, ht 


touched upon these, he must say a 
upon the right of touching upon them, 
which seemed to be called in question, % 


rather to be wholly:set aside, by the doc 
trines of an hon. gent. who had spoke earl. 
It had been said, that to make inquiry om 
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Sees in Ireland, and to employ the result 


gach inquiries as a means of attacking 


ministers, was to make a use of Ireland, 


“hich must be considered as disrespectful to 


thatcountry. But, if this was so, it must 


‘be equally disrespectful to England, to 


¢ upon ministers any abuses which 
might be found in England; and thus the 
government must be completely protected 
gainst a charge for abuses committed any- 
7. If lreland alone were to be includ- 
éd in the rule, the effect must be to make 


| Ieland a sort of repository and sanctuary for 
| abuses, into which parliamentary control 


ind inquiry ‘* runneth not,”—a_ privilege 
which he did not conceive would be very 
honourable to her, or such as the hon. gent. 
diuded to would wish to claim in her be- 
jalf, He was in another view concerned at 
those opinions, inasmuch as they tended to 
daw distincsions between the. two countries, 
which the union must be considered as hav- 
ing done away. There could, in reality, be 
fomore distinction between the two coun- 
ties than between any two counties of Gt. 
Britain. Whether any one had opposed the 
tpion, as he believed was the case of the 
hon. gent., or whether they had supported 
i, as was bis case, (though, possibly, it 
‘might not have been his case had he fore- 
sen all that had happened, or, rather, all 
that had not happened but had. been wish- 
td, from that measure, and by which the 
objections to it, as well on the part of Ire- 
land, as of England, might in his mind 
have been overcome) ; whatever previous 
dpinions and feelings might have been en- 
fettained by any one, all persons must now 
agree in endeavouring to render its effects 
# salutary and complete as possible. —As- 
suming, then, what hé concluded was not 
sfiously denied, the right of the House to 
ttamine the question before them, one of 
the facts that first presented itself was the 
length of time,- that the hon. gentlemen op- 
posite to him: had required, before they 
could make up their minds, whether they 
to be negligent or ignorant; whether 

they would be bulls or bears in the transac- 
lion; whether they wished to pass for per- 
tons, who had not foreseen the danger, or 
Who had neglected to provide against it. 
ley did not seem perfectly to have made 
fitir Glection even to that moment. One 
the difficulties of arguing the question 
against them, and one of the means which 
a of escape, was, that you could 
‘tell on what ground to take them. 


Rae) hy 
fs, 


itprise, indeed, they had at Jength dis- 
miied, But then, the evils that had hap- 
pened, or'were upon the point of happening, 
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the near seizure of the Castle, the murder of 
the Lord Chief Justice, the passible and not 
unlikely possession of the city for some 
time by the rebels, were said not to be the 
effect of negligence: no; it was a deep de- 
sign, now first disclosed, but even now not 
distinctly asserted, to avoid the use of repel- 
lanfs, to let the disease get to a head, in or- 
der that they might make a more ecifectual 
cure of it. He was ready to confess that 
this was the only intelligible solution of their 
conduct; though he might be allowed to 
callin question the truth of it, because in 
fact it had, as'yet, only been thrown out, 
without any assertion being made that the 
case was positively so. He could not, how- 
ever, allow that the justification was a very 
good one, though he admitted that it was 
the only one that could by any possibility 
tally with the assertions that the.Irish go- 
verument was not taken by surprise, and yet 
not guilty of any negligence. The only 
possible third course was, that, seeing the 
danger, they chose, as was now hinted, to 
let it come on, in order that they might de- 
feat it in the end with more eflect and ad- 
vantage. The objection to this course, sup- 
posing the fact to be as stated, was, that it 
was more proper for the case of a foreign 
enemy, than for a domestie faction. In the 
case of a foreign enemy it might be indif- 
ferent how many were destroyed; or it 
might be desirable to destroy as many as 
possible ; but the feeling could hardly be 
the same on the part of a government with 
respect to a domestic faction, that is to say, 
with respect to its own subjects. Preven- 
tion there seemed to be a duty more strongly 
called for than punishment.—The rebellion 
had been called a ‘* contemptible riot,” and 
names of great reproach and contempt givea 
to all concernéd in it. But it miust be re- 
collected, that names of that description were 
equally applicable to those concerned in the 
rebellion of 1798, which yet was not a con- 
temptible riot. He could not moreover but 
think, that those who described tltcir anta- 
gonists in these terms did not very well con- 
sider how such reflections recoiled upon 
themselves. They should parody the cele- 
brated answer given by the Duke of Marl- 
borough to Marshal Tallard. If the rioters 
were contemptible, what were those who 
were near being beaten by them ?—That 
people flocked in upon the occasion from all 
the adjoining counties, and that the seeds 
of the insurrection were to be found distri- 
buted through three-fourths of the people of 
Treland—these latter facts they had upon 
the authority of the highest legal officer in 
Ireland, (Lord Redesdale) a testtmony, that 
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in every view was a matter of no light con- 
sideration. -He should not talk here of the 
imprudence of these letters, nor upon the 
endeavour of removing the blame from the 
writer to those who had been instrumental 
in the publication. The letters could not 
have been published, if they had never been 
written ; and as to the right, of publication, 
without discussing that question too nicely, 
or professing to have formed any decided 
opivion upon it, it did not immediately ap- 
pear how a man was restrained on any prin- 
ciple of engagement or good faith in respect 
to a transaction, to which his consent had 
never been asked. It was by no act of a 
man’s own that he received a letter: their 
could be no engagement, therefore, entered 
into, that he should not communicate that 
letter. What security even had he, that the 
writer bad not previously communicated the 
Jetter, or might not at any time do so to 
cthers? And, without professing to know 
the fact, he (Mr. Windham) should be glad 
to learn, whether those le‘ters had not been 
seen by friends of the noble writers, per- 
haps, by his Majesty's ministers, before the 
time, when copies had got abroad from the 
hands of Lord Fingall. But even if these 
Jetters.to Lord Fingall wete to be consider- 
ed as private, or could be made so by the 
mere act of the writer, and that the person 
receiving them was in consequence debarred 
the privilege of showing them to those whom 
they immediately coneerned, the same in- 
terpretation could not well be extended to 
those which passed with Dr. Coppinger, the 
nature of which, any more than the situa- 
tion of the parties, did not seem to imply 
any thing particularly confidential, These 
latter, however, were perhaps the most ob- 
jectionable of all. In the former there was 
only the infinite absurdity and indiscretion 
of a correspondence, which was to offend, 
and prove to be revels, whether they would 
or no, three fourths of the population of 
Treland, and to exhibit a picture, not indeed 
quite so extravagant as that which one of 


our poets ascribed to certain passages im an- - 


other, 


“© Where God the Father turns a school di- 
vine,” 


but where as great an indecorum was found 
as human affairs could well admit ; namely, 
where a chancellor appeared in that charac- 
ter, and for the purpose of present oppres- 
sion and persecution, was raking‘up all the 
exploded controvérsies ‘of more than two 
centuries ago. ‘this was bad enovgh in 
thrology and still worse in politics. The 
doctrines were as false as the promulgation 
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of, ther was injudicious . and dangerous, : 
But ir the other case, there were circum. 
stances leading“to more fatal impressions of 
the character of the person concerned, thin 
those even which could be derived from ‘the 
strange perversion and singular improdencg 
manifested in the former correspondenes. 
A man who could wrile and think of if. 
case of father O'Neil as is done in the Jette 
to Dr. Coppinger, must be considered gy 
having lost for the moment all Jegalj 
and feeling. What could be thought of 
person in the situation of the noble lord, the 
first law officer of the country, the greg 
source of justice and equity, who instead 
being shocked at the horrors of that case, 
the illegality of it as well as the erelty 
could find nothing to excite his indignation 
in the first instance, but the audacity of the 
sufferer, who had dared to complain? Wa 
he prepared to say, that the whole statement 
was false; that the whole narrative was ficti, 
tious; that there were no scourgings, no trans. 
portation, no forged testimonies, no decisions 
of two successive governments, prooouneiig 
either the party to be innocent, or the proceed, 
ings against him to have been illegal, or the 
evidence insufficient? If he was not prepared 
to say this, if it was impossible that he should 
be so, if the nature of the transaction afd 
the means of information did not admit the 
possibility of proof sach as could counteract 
the presumption arising from the facts abore 
stated, or in the suppcsition either of guilt 
or innocence, reconcile the proceedings to 
any idea of justice, how was it to be — 
that a person standing in the situation of the 
noble Jord, should have passed over all these 
enormities, and have discovered no ground 
of complaint, but against the person who 
had presumed to recite them ? 
Mr. Hawtborne spoke to order, and ob- 
served, that the correspondence alluded to 
by the right hon. gent. had ho connexi¢h 
with the question before the House, 
Mr. Windham contended that he was 
strictly in order, as the question of martial 
law, which was the consequence of the 234 
of July, naturally led to the consideration of 
the opinions of the noble and learned lord, 
who, from his high situation, was presuie 
to tike a chief part in the administration of 
public affairs, and who, at the time of pasis 
ing the law in question, was expressly slat 
ed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer a9@ 
security that no improper use would b 
made of it. Pas: 
Mr. Alexander spoke to order, and (rst 
éd the right hon. gent. would see the Me 
propriety of putting the noble lofd, ; it 
were, on his trial, when the motion reWits 
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w to the insurrection of the 23d of 


Mr. Fox maintained that the right hon. 
| gent. was in order.—A general cry of chair ! 
chit! prevailing, 

The Speaker declared, that he did not see 
the connexion between the correspondence 
giluded to and the question; but as the 

House had suffered the subject to be intro- 

iced and commented upon, other gentle- 
men might be allowed the same indulgence. 
Mach would, however, depend upon the 
manner in which it might be treated. 

Mr. Windbam then resumed his speech, 
god having recapitulated some of his former 
satements, he concluded with observing, 
 that-he could not conceive a graver case, 
| gone which pressed itself more strongly 
for inquiry on the judgment of the House. 
Mr. Tierney said, that he could not but 
blame the right hon. gent., (M1. Windliam) 
who was formerly one of the most eager 
pponents to all inquiry, but who was now 
“jis most zealous champion. He knew that 
there were occasions where sentiments might 


Ye changed, without any abandonment of | 
Some gentlemen might smile, | 


principle. 
' put his conduct, he trusted, was, and ever 
tad been such, as to meet and defy every in- 
guiry. He proceeded to remark, that the 
“gentlemen on the other side had shewn little 
dorum in their change of opinion, and was 
surprised that those who had formerly sanc- 
tioned a system of severity in Jreland, 
should now express so great anxiety for the 
people of that country. It had been admitted 
that no imputation was thrown on. the hon. 
geveral alluded to, and there were certainly 
0 circamstances in the conduct of the Irish 
govt. which could be supposed to render the 
Wiotion necessary. ‘There seemed to be no 
complaint against the Irish govt., but that 
they had. succeeded in tracing out treason in 
ai its ramifications, and the only objection 
fe should have expected from the right hon. 
ont (Mr. Windham) was, that the traitors 
tad been punished’ by a vigour within, ra- 
ther than a vigour beyond the law.——The 
san motion appeared to him to be 

_ bought forward, for the purpose of bringing 
| those together, whom it was difficult to re- 
foneiJe, and the circumstance reminded him 
Of the storys the goose, the fox, and the 
| bag of cog. ‘The principal merit of the 
se ion, was, that it contrived to 

_ Mite all parties in a common vote: gentle- 
Men who could agree on no two subjects 
‘Wete thus made to vote all one way, and 
On appearances of unanimity against 

ters more specious than real... It was 
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like the contrivances sought by parents who 
had agreed on a match, how to bring the 
young people ‘together. Some did it by a 
ball, some by a water party, and some by 
one way, and some by another; Wut all con- 
trived to help forward a matter Very distinct 
from the apparent and avowed object. The 
late insurrection had not that importance 
which gentlemen were inclined ta attach to 
it, It was a_petty tumult, which accident 
had made of greater consequence than it 
otherwise would probably have been. He 
justified the vigilance of the Irish govt., and 
again maintained his own consistency. He 
had formerly voted for the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, and therefore, was jus 
tified even on that groand in doing so now, 
Upon the whole, he thought that no ground 
was made out to justify farther inquiry; the 
government of Ireland appeared to have 
taken every precaution necessary, and ac- 
tually suppressed the rebellion in a few 
hours. 

Mr. Foz, in explanation, said, that the pa- 
ragraph in Faulkner's Journal was alluded 
to, not with a view of detracting from that 
paper, but to ascertain the character of thosé 
who might be considered as the pay-masters 
of that Journal. 

Mr. Grey, at the late hour to which the 
debate had been protracted, promised not to 
detain the House long. The right hon, 
gent. (Mr..Tierney) who had just sat down, 
had, it seems, brought forward a charge of 
inconsistency against a'right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Windham), He would leave the right hom. 
gent. to defend himself from the charge; 
but must be allowed to express his opinion 
that such a charge came with singular pro* 
priety from the mouth of a gent., who was 
a perfect model of consistency! He had 
also read the right hon. gent. (Mr. Wind 
ham) a lecture on decorum, as to the man 
ner of changing opinions.- Perhaps, he 
thought it was quite decorous in members 
to change over from the opposition side of 
the House; but utterly inconsistent with 
decorum to relinquish the sweets of office. 
The right hon. gent. had challenged any per 
son to prove one act of inconsistency in his 
conduct, and-had produced one solitary in- 
stance, in which, formerly, he had voted for 
the suspension. of the Habeas Corpus Act, 
He (Mr. Tierney) on that occasion, had 
thought the arguments used justified the 
vote, but certain he was, that afterwards 
he had expressly voted against the sts- 

nsion of the Habeas Corpus Act, notwi'h- 
standing the rebellion of tlrat day was not as 
that of the present is now described by the 
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right hon, gent.,.a “ petty tumult,” but a 
great and serious insurrection against the J 
govt., aided by an enemy's force. Yet now 
he feit it no inconsistency, to vote as he had 
done, for the suspension of the Habeas Cor- 
pus Act, and the introduction of Martial Law, 
on the ground of the danger arising from 
that “ petty tumult,” which appeared so in- 
significant in his eyes.—Mr. Grey then en- 
tered into a recapitulation of the conduct of 
the govt. of Ireland relative to the transac- 
tions of the 23d of July, and contended that 
a stronger and more sufficient ground of in- 
guity into public measures was never made 
out. He should therefore give his hearty 
assent to the motion. 

Mr. Tierney4aid, in explanation, that the 
insurrection was of little consequence, inde- 
pendent of the murder of Lord Kilwarden, 
which was accidental. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer perfectly 
concurred with his right hon. friend (Mr. 
Tierney) that the right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Windham) had changed the opinions he had 
entertained for the last ten years. He con- 
tended, that with respect to the disposition 
of some. portion of the people to insurrec- 
tion, the government of Ireland was by no 
means unapprised; on the contrary, that 
they were fully aware that the torch of -re- 
bellion kindled in 1798, was by no means 
totally extinguished, though with respect to 
the general disposition of the country, they 
were confident of a disposition to tranquil- 
lity and loyalty; and that, although the 
govt. of Ireland, subsequent to the peace, 
did not cal) for the renewal of those acts as 
indispensably necessary under the general 
disposition of the country, yet they sug- 
gested that the revival would be expedient 
in a partial degree, as placing in the hands 
of govt..a power to repress any occasional 
symptoms of an insurrectionary tendency; and 
he repeated, that the murder of L. Kilwarden 
and of Col, Brown, were the only prominent 
characteristics of the outrage which burst 
forth, that could be viewed as of state impor 
tance, however lamentable the loss of many 
ether valuable lives on that melancholy occa- 
sion. ‘But, that any blame was altempted to 
be imputed to the gallant officer in question, 
he utterly denied. _ He would ask the mem- 
bers of the House of Commons, whether they 
¢ould put their hands upon their hearts, and 
think they were doing their duty in agreeing 
~ to this motion: ° fs cs 
‘ General Tarleton remarked, that the. sol- 
diers in Ireland were so dispersed io: the bar- 
yacks, that 16 men constituted the main body 
pf one regiment, the 64th, He could have 
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collected many more facts while in Irelany 
- but thought those produced sufficient for the 
purpose he had mentioned. Many 
Mr. Calcraft veferred. Mr. Tierney to hig 
own political life for instances of ingoy. 
sistency. As to torture, or at least. what he 
formerly called torture, the hon, and right 
hon, gentlemen now sitting near him Were 
the most forward in justifying its establish. 
ment and practice. Ifthe facts already be, | 
fore the House, and of public noterjety ; 
namely, the murder of the lord chief jus. 
tice, the murder of 16 citizens of Dublin, 
and other enormitics, were not adequate’ 
grounds of further inquiry, such grounds 
could never be obtained, ae 
Mr. Dent rose amidst a strong call for the 
question, and replied to that part of Mr, 
Tierney’s speech which referred to what he 
ealled party management. in bringing for 
ward this question. He was for an exams 
nation into the conduct of government with 
respect to Ireland, and would support the 
motion for inquiry, which, in other instances, 
he observed, the Chancellor of the Exche. 
quer. had always affected to court. ; 
Coicne) Hutchinson felt it necessary, even 
late as the hour was,,,ta offer a few. observas 
tions upon this subject; because, as he cop’ 
tainly meant to give a vote upon this quep 
tion, he wished to assign his reasons for that - 
vote, If, the. question of ihis. night was 
meant to imply any censure upon the con 
duct of Lord Hardwicke, it certainly shovld 
not have his assen{ ; because the. co: dact of 
that noble lord had bis most hearty appro- 
bation, If it was meant to convey any cei. 
sure upon the government of both countries, 
as with respect to the particular occasion, he 
should feel equally averse to vote for it, 
convinced, as he was, that blame oughtnot 
to attach: but, if it was directed to an, if, 
quiry into the conduct of his Majesty's mis 
nisters, for not having directed their investi« 
gations to the state of Ireland, with a view 
to remove the cause of. discontent, and 
thereby prevent those lamentable ebulition 
of popular discontent, which unhappilyagi- 
tated the country, it should have his mos 
hearty concurrence, because he had repeat 
edly endeavoured to impress upon his Me 
jesty's ministers the necessity of such an i 
vestigation, but without effect; and be 
cause he thought their resistance. to 
inquiry most extremely culpable, In 


of a noble lord (Redesdale) at the head 
the law department.of Ireland, in the pi 
mulgation of those letters which had @p 
peared in the correspondence betweenhill 








tion to this conduct he had to arraign that @ 
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god a respectable nobleman in that coun- 
y,and in which the most wanton and un- 
funded ‘insult’ was directed against three- 
fourths of his Majesty's subjects in that 
wintry, by the unjust impeachment of 
het loyalty, which was to his knowledge, 
| and from every thing which had been ma- 
nifested in their conduct, most unwarranted 
aid unjustifiable. ‘ 
“Gir John Wrottesley said he would take up 
the time of the House but for a few mo- 
ments, by way of reply. He lefi his per- 
sonal motives to be jud;ed of by the House, 
from a knowledge of his character. It was 
i vain, to make professions. He knew 
tlemen, who said they tock places from 
patriotic motives, but others were not sa- 
tisied of that fact, and thought they caught 
“itthem from low and mercenary motives, 
His object was certainly to implicate the 
‘onduct of both governments, relative to 
the transaction of the 23d July. In order 
foshow that Gen; Fox was not duly ap- 
ptized of the approaching rebellion, and 
that the Irish govt. were taken by surprise, 
heread an extract from a letter to Gen. 
Pox, sent at seven o’clock, 23d July, signed 
“A. Marsden.” Was it, he asked, justi- 
fable to protect and nourish such a man, 
‘md discharge, almost at the same moment, 
the gallant and meritorious officer whose 
fonduct had been brought into question? 
Sorely this was too weak. After recapitu- 


lating several other points of his former ar- . 


fuments, and shewing the insufliciency of 
the observations by which they were op- 
posed, he concluded, by professing his ad- 
rence to the motion he had made.—The 
Attorney General and Mr. Fox said a few 
words in explanation, Alter which the 
Gestion was put, and on a division the 
nimbers were 
ta For the motion,... 82 
is Against it.,......:178 
“Pe Majority.......... 96 
Adjourned at half-past 4 on Thursday 
_ Morning, 


ie List of the Minority. 

_ Adair, R. Johnstone, G. 
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Canning, Rt. Hon.G. North, D. 

Cartwright, W. R. | Northey, W. 

Cavendish, Lord G. Ord, W. 

Coombe, H.C. Oshorne, J. 

Cooke, B. Ossulston, Lord 
Courtenay, J, Petty, Lord H. 

Craufurd, R. Ponsonby, Rt. Hon.W.8. 


Creevey, T. - Porchester, Lord 
De Blaquiere, Lord Poyntz, W. S. 


Dent, J. Raine, Ji : 
Dickenson, W. jun. Russell, Lord W. 
Dillon, Hon. H. A. Se. John, Hon, St. A. 
Dundas, Hon. C. L. Scudamore, J. 
Dundas, Hon. G. H. L. Shakespear, A. 
Elfor., Sir W. Spcncer, Lord R. 
Elliott, W. - Stan'cy, Lord 

Ellis, C. R. Sturges, W. 


Fitzpatrick, Rt. Hon. R.Temple, Earl 
Foikstone, Lord ViscountTownsend, Lord J. 


Fox, Hon. C. J. Walpole, Hon. G. 
Francis, P. Ward, R. 

Gower, Lord G. L. Ward, R. 

Graham, J. Whitbread, S. 
Greaoville, Rt.Hon. T. Wilberfoice, W. 

Grey, Hon. C, Windham, Rt. Hon. W. 


Hamilton, Lord A. Wynne, C. W. W. 
Hippesley, Sir J. C. Wynne, Sir W. W. 
Holland, H, juo. 


Wrottesly, Sir John 
Tarleton, General }re LERS. . 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thursday, March &. 


The various bills before the House were 
forwarded in their respective stages: among 
these, the Marine Mutiny Bill, and the 
Scotch Bankrupt Law Bill, the commitments 
of whith had been severally negatived, were 
read a third time and passed,—Some private 
business was then disposed of; and their 
lordships, after waiting some time in expec- 
tation of a communication from the House 
of Commons, adjourned till to-morrow, 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, Marcb 8. 


[Minutes.]|—Sir J. W. Anderson pre- 
sented the Stratford-le-~-Bow Poor ates Bill, 
which was read a first time, and ordered to 
. be read a second time.— Mr. Foster moved 
that the committee on Irish Currency should 
have leave to sit notwithstanding any adjonrn- 
ment of the House. Ordered. —The Marioe 
Society Fishing Company Bill. was ordered 
to be read a second time on Tuesday fort- 
night.—Mr. Corry presented a petition from 
the commissioners of the police, in Dublin, 
for leave to present another petition, praying “ 
for a continuance of the duties for the sup- 
port of thé said police. After some obser- 
vations of.the Speaker relative to the orders 
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of the House, and Mr Corry having stated 
that the petitioners did not learn until the 
period of presenting private petitions had 
passed, that the duties 'for the support of the 
police were not to be included in the sche- 
dule before the House, the petition was 
brought up, and leave given to present the 
main petition, which was réferred to a coin- 
mittee.—Mr. Alexander brought up the re- 
port of the Irish Holy Orders Bill, which 
was read and agreed to, and the bill ordered 
to be read a third time to-morrow.—A mes- 
sage from the Lords informed the House that 
their Lordships had agreed to the Scotch 
Creditors’ Bill, and the Royal Marine Muti- 
ny Bill without any amendment.—The 
Hides arid Skins Bill was read a second time, 
and committed for to-morrow.—Mr. Corry 
brought up the Jrish Malt Duty Bill, which 
was read.a first time. There was a provision 
in the bill, ‘he said, for imposing a counter- 
vailing duty on malt imported into Ireland. 
By an order of ‘council, or by an order of the 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, corn and grain 
might be permitted to be tmported into 
Ireland from this country, but the law in 
this respect did not extend to malt. As the 
corn trade between the two countries was 
Jikely to come under consideration during 
the present session, it was in that case in- 
tended to propose to extend the powers of 
the council with respect to allowing impor- 
tation to malt. A countervailing duty would 
then be necessary, and therefore a provision 
tor that purpose was made in the present bill. 
‘The bill was ordered to be read a second time 
to-morrow.—On the order of the day being 
tead for the House to resolve itself into a 
committee on the Irish Duties Bill, Mr, Cor- 
ry said, that froin the great length of the 
schedule the persons employed had not been 
able to get it ready, atid he therefore moved 
to-postpone the committee tiH to-morrow. 
Ordered. — The committee on the = Irish 
Countervailing Duties Bill was likewise de- 
ferred till to-morrow. Mr. Bond laid before 
the House, by his Majesty’s command, a co- 
py of orders in council permitting certain 
goods imported from America, in neutral 
ships, to be admitted to entry. Ordered to 
lie on the table. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, March 9. 

{His Masgsty's Inpisrosition.}-—- 
Shertly after the meeting took place, and 
previously to the temporary adjournment of 
the House, for the purpose of affording time 
to the lords commissioners to robe, 


FV arl Filxwilliam rose, and addressed a va- 
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riety of observations to the House relativety 
the state of his Majesty's health, with agg, 
ference to the important proceeding they 
about to take place. He observed, head 
reason for éntertaining doubts that the gta 
of the Sovereign's health was such as to mj. 
litate, in some degree, against the exergigg 
of that very important part of the royal fang. 
tions, which, he understood, was about q9 
be acted upon. He spoke from an authority 
on which he thought he could rely. In en. 
deavouring to illustrate the first position, hig 
lordship made a variety of observations apon 
the reports made by the royal physicians a 
different times, and argued from the genem] 
tenor of such as he alluded to, that the Sove. 
reign was not ina state of actual convales. 
cence: the reports seemed, ‘in his idea, ra. 
ther calculated to flatter the expectations of 
the public, nor.weve any hopes of a speedy 
recovery heldout. In the course of his ob. 
servations, his Jordship alluded to the bulletin 
of thisday. As the subject strack his mind, 
upon every thing he had observed or could 
collect, he was led to entertain doubts which 
induced him to call upon the noble lord upon 
the woolsack for farther information relative 
to the very important point in question, 


The Lord Chancellor in answer to what 
had fallen from the noble earl, observed, that - 


for any proposition coming from such 4 
quarter, he entertained the highest respect; 
indeed wpon such a very important topic, 
observations coming from any individual peer 
in that House, were entitled to the most st 
rious attention. With respect to the doubts 
entertained by the noble earl, he could as 
sure his lordship and the House, that in 
every thing connected with so grave, import, 
ant, and momentous an occasion as that in 
question, he had proceeded with all that de- 
licacy, deliberation, and caution which such 
an occasion evidently required; he had pro- 
ceeded on the occasion even with fear and 
trembling ; to speak more specifically to the 
point, he observed, that not satisfied with 
the reports and assurances of the medical at- 
tendauts of his Majesty on so. important an 
occasion, he thought it proper and necessary 
to have a personal interview with the Sove 
reign, and at which due discussion took 
place as to the bills which were offered for 
the royal assent, and which was fully ex 
pressed, He would sooner suffer his right 
hand to be severed from his. body, thani 
such an instance he would agree to act upd 
light or superficial grounds. He thoughtit 
his bounden and ‘indispertsable duty, and 
which he trusted he always had, andalwajs 
should conscitntiously discharge, to pro 

in the manner he had stated; and he had 
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pohesitation to aver, that the result of all 
that took place upon the occasion, fully and 
amply justified him, in anpouncing his Ma- 
jesty's assent to the bills specified in the royal 
gommission. He knew and f-lt with grati- 

‘ ade his obligations to the best of Sovereigns, 
gadto whose person he bore the warmest af- 
fection. But he could most conscientiously 
jay, that no considerations whatever, even 
those to which he had alluded, should ever 
jndace him to break that sacred covenant 
he had made with himself, not to suffer any 
thing to warp his judgment, or to bias him 
from that rule of strict duty and rectitude 
which he was determined to follow. , He en- 
tertained no doubts of the noble earl's hav- 
jag come forward upon asense of duty, and 
jhat he was actuated by nothing personal to 
himself upon, the occasion, He was fully 
aware of the high degree of responsibility 
ynder which he stood; and with reference 
to which he acted upon the occasion. 

_ The lords commissioners then retired to 
tobe, and when they had taken their seats 
in the front of the throne, the Commons 
were sent for, and appearing at the bar, the 
joyal assent was declared in the usual form 
to the Irish Bank Restriction Bill, the two 


_ Motiny Bills, the Seed Corn Exportation, 


the Greenland Whale Fishery, the London 


Port, the Scotch Bankrupt Laws, and the | 


Dake of York's Estate Bills, and toa few 
After the Commons had re- 
tired, their Lordships forwarded the bills 
which remained upon the table, chiefly of a 
private or local description, after which the 
House adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF .COMMONS. 
’ Friday, March 9. 
> {Mrinures. }—The Speaker, attended by 


several members, having, pursdant to sum- 
mons, proceeded to the House of Lords, an- 








+} 


| MNounced on his return that the royal assent 


had been given by commission to the Mutiny 
Bill, the Royal Marine Matiny Bill, the Irish 
Bank Restriction Bill, the Duke of York's 


~ Baate Bill, the Portugal Corn Indemnity Bill, 


the’ Greenland Whale Fishery Bill, the 
Scotch Creditor's Bill, and the London Wet 

Bill. —Ordered, on the motion of Mr. 
Hiley Addington, that’ it be an instruction 
‘the committee appointed to consider the 


dispates between the masters and journey- 


“Wen of the cotton trade, that they do ‘also 


- Mthsider of proper measures to prevent such 
disputes in future, and that they do report 
Ee eprocenting:, with their opinion, &c,. to 


Ouse, Jt was also ordered that an ac- 


tant of the several proceedings, taken in 
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the course of the Jast session upon the sub 
ject of these disputes, should be. referred to 
the said committee,=Sir J, W. Anderson 
reported from the committee on Messrs. 
Boydell’s Lottery Bill. The report, with the 
amendments, was agreed to, and the bill 
was ordered to be read a third time.—Mr. 
Ormsby obtained leave to’bring in a bill to 
regulate the establishment of the parochial 
watch, and for other purposes in Dablin.— 
Sir Wm. Pulteney brought up the report of 
the committee appointed to consider the pe- 
tition from the governor and company of the 
Bank of Scotland, which was agreed to, and 
leave was given to bring in a bill to enable 
the said petitioners to make a further increase 
of their capital stock.~-On the motion of Dr. 
Daigenao the Jrish Clergy, Orders Regula- 
tion Bill was read a third time and passed.— 
Mr. Pitt gave notice, that he should bring 
forward on Thursday next, a motion telative 
to the naval defence of the country. 

{intse Durres Brtt.]——Mr. Corry 
moved the order of the day for going into a 
committee on the frish Duties Bill. 

Colonel Hutchinson said, it was not his in- 
tention to oppose the motion of the rt. hon. 
gent., but he could not avoid making a few 
observations upon the schedule before the 
House. He was willing to pay every tri- 
bute to the rt. hon. gent., the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer of Ireland, for the candid and 
liberal manner in which he had conducted 
himself upon this occasion, but he was sorry 
to find that the 4 per cent. duty upon Irislx 
exports was to be continued upon every part 
of the exports of Ireland. The rt. hon. geat. 
had himself acknowledged, on a-former oc- 
casion, that the provision trade of Ircland 
was in a languishing condition, and he 
thought that was a sufficient reason why # 


. should be exempt from the. general export 


duty.—He then adverted to-the tax upon 
leather, which, he said, had been laid on 
uader an idea that it could not exceed Id. 
per pound, but in fact it was considerably 
more,—The taxes on salipetre he particu- 
larly condemned, as tending to injure the 
provision trade of Ireland, which was already 
too much on the decline; and the proposed 
abrogation of the drawback heretofore al- 
lowed on. the exportion of foreign herrings, 
he was instructed to say, would be attended 
with serious mischief to the city of Cork, 
which he had the honour to‘represent, and 
which had derived a profit of not less than 
80 or 90,000). per ann. from that traffic. 
Independently of this loss to a particular 
port, he recommended to. the rt. hon. gent, 
to consider the injury that would be done to 
the carrying trade, by removing this encou- 
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ment to oht commerce ; and also that if 

the drawback were set aside, our West India 
islands were hkely to be supplied with her- 
rings by Sweden-and other powers. If these 
points were not attended to, he much feared 
that such iuattention would contribute to 
aggravate the discontent which. prevailed ia 
- Ireland, ip consequence of the conduct pur- 
sued by the present ministers towards that 
unfortunate country, since their accession to 
power.- This was aconsideration, however, 
which they did. not appear much to value, 
for instead of attempting to conciliate, to 
cultivate the good: opinion of the [rish peo- 
ple, instead of conceding to their just claims, 
they had manifested» a disposition, if that 
disposition could be judged of from the con- 
duct of their ostensible and favourite agent 


in Ireland,.to impugn the inclinations, “to | 


wound the pride, to insult the teelings, and 

to traduce the character of nine-tenths of the 

Irish people. 

Mr. Ker said,. that with regard to the ex- 
port tax’ upon linen, considering it-as he did 
as a war tax, he should certainly not. oppose 
it; but, he wished the right -hon. gent. to 
advert to one circumstange, which he con- 
sidered as bearing hard upon Ireland. By 
the articles of union, if there was a surplus 
of any foreign article either in Great Britain 
or Ireland, it might be exported to the other 
with a full drawback of the duty: but if a 
merchant io Iveland wished to export tobac- 
co, for instance, ta England, he could only 
do it in a vessel, of a certain size; this ap- 

peared to him to be an impediment upon 
trade. With regard tothe window-tax, when 
it was laid on in Ireland, it was always con- 
sidered as a war tax, though now it. was 
. madea permanent one. 

Mr. Jobn Latouche adverted to the state of 
the exchange between Gt. Britain and Ire- 
land; and said it was a subject that called for 
the immediate attention of Parliament, 
With regard to the schedule before the 
House, the rt. lion. gent. had certainly at- 
tended. with the utmost candour to the re- 
presentations of the merchants upon the sab- 
ject, and in-most instances their wishes 
were complied with; in others, however, 
they were not. There were two articles 
particularly upon which he thought a reduc- 
tion of duty ought to take place, aad they 
were foreign oils and foreign hops, the latter 
he conceived ought to be admitted to bé im- 
ported free of duty. 

Sir Jobn Newport also expressed his thanks 
to the rt. hon, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer for Ireland, for the attention he bestow- 
ed upon every suggestion or objection that 
was made to him. But there were some 
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points in which he still did not approve o¢ 
this schedule. In the first place, he reed 
with the hon, gent. (Col. Hutchinson,) with 
regard to what he had said about the impor, 
tation of foreign herrings ; but the subj 
to which he wished principally to advert, was 
the importation of the article of deals intg 
Ireland. He was sorry to find there wag aq 
increased duty upon that article. - The pea. 
santry of Ireland had of late expressed a wish 
to’ have their cottages slated instead o¢ 
thatched ; this disposition he thought ought 
to be encouraged, because he knew that ge. 
veral villages were actually forced into the 
rebellion, by the threat of having their cot. 
tages. burnt, which could be easily accom. 
plished while they were covered with thateh, 
He therefore really hoped that this duty would: 
not be increased. 

Mr. Hawthorne approved of the schedale 
in general, but wished merely to advert to 
the increased duty in grocers’ licences. He 
did not know upon whet ground that d 


had been increased, and he did not think if & 


it was persisted in that it would be produc.’ 
tive of any. inctease of revenue. 
Mr. Corry, after expressing the satisfaction 
he felt-at the. approbation which had been 
expressed of his conduct by so many mem- 
bers from that part of the United Kingdom, 
proceeded to answer the different objections 
which had been made. He said that though 
these duties were now to be voted without 
limitation, they would of course be liable 
hereafter to revision, alteration, . or repedl, 
and therefore he hoped that no apprehension 
would be entertained upon the idea that 
these taxes were to be voted permanently, 
Avother observation he wished to make- 
was, that all the duties laid on in Ireland, 
to correspond with war duties laid on in thi 
country, would of course cease a$ soon a 
the war ceased, and the duties were takea 
off in this country.—-With regard to the prov 
vision trade of Ireland, it certainly did lan- 
guish, but he hoped it was only for a time; 
the fact was, that the war-demand had ceas- 
ed and the peace-demand had not begun, 
which was a reason for a temporary dimind- 
tion of the trades; but he had no doubt but 
that war would soon revive, patticolarly as 
there was a large'army maintained in Ireland 
and a large fleet on the coast, and the con 
sumption of provisions by them wouldat, 
least. compensate for the temporary decrease 
of the foreign trade.—With regard to the 
drawbacks on sugar, they certainly ought 
to be the same in both countries, and if thet 
were any instances in which from ‘any tit 
take they were not so, they would be tect. 
fied.—With respect to the leather trade, Me 
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: did not conceive that any reduction of the 


-gwn fisheries. 


duty was necessary, because it had continued 
to prosper, and he believed those who were 
engaged in it were perfectly satisfied. With 
regard to the duty upon the importation of 
foreign herrings, he could not agree with 


‘the hon. gent. that it ought to be reduced; . 


the duty was 6s. 7d. a barrel, and under that 
duty the trade had increased, and he was 
gare it would not be denied that Parliameut 
ught to adopt every means to encourage our 
With regard to tobacco, the 
reason why it could only be shipped on board 
yessels of certain size was, because it was 
necessary, in order to prevent its being 
smuggled into the little creeks and harbours 


~ of reiand in small vessels which the custom- 


‘house cutters could not follow. He then 
proceeded shortly to. advert to the other ob- 
jectiots. which had been made to the sche- 
dale, but contended that they were net such 
gought to induce-the House to lower the 
duties, 

Mr, Dawson observed, that the window 


| tax, which, at the time it was-lsid on, was 


ofessed to be a war tax, appeared in the 
bill before the House among the permanent 
taxes, ‘This tax the hon. member recollect- 
ed, was said, at its introduction, to be 
pointed particularly at the disaffected ; for it 
was remarked, that as they were not of that 
description of persons who would contribute 


tothe exigencies of the state, by any tax on 


wine, &c. they must be made to pay for their 
light; and the House would no doubt be 


" gurprized to hear, that this tax on light was 


much beyond the rate then levied by a simi- 
lar tax in this@ountry. The hon. member 


‘expressed his disapprobation of the tax on 


the export of Irish linen, which he consider- 
ed to be a violation of the letter and spirit of 
the union; and a full confirmation of the 
predictions so often delivered by the adyer- 
uaries of that measure, previous to its enact- 


Ment; namely, that whenever the interests 


ofthe two countries should happen to come 
ineompetition, the 100 representatives for 
Iteland would avail very little, however 
well disposed towards their native country, 
against the: 588 members who are immedi- 
ately interested in the concerns of G, Britain. 


| The Chancellor of the Exchequer defended 


ihemeasure,.and said, he could not see upon 
what principle of justice Irish linens were to 
beimported free of duty, while the English 


hens were to pay a duty of 4 per cent. 


~Mt.'G. Ponsonby saw no ground for acced- 
‘to the additional tax upon Irish linen, 
Ocommittee had been instituted to ascer- 
it how far it was just or necessary, The 
Hue had nothing to proceed upon in justi- 
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fication of the measure, but the assertion of 
the right hon. gent. As to the comparison 
made between the linen of Ireland and Eng~- 
land, the fair mode of considering the ques- 
tion was, whether both countries were ¢quai~ 
ly fit to bear the proposed tax. ‘Lhe reason 
assigned in support of this equal tax as it was 
termed, appeared to him to be very extraor- 
dinary indeed, viz. that it would be unfair 
that if Irish and English linen should be sii»~ 
ped in the same ship, the one should be sub- 
ject to the tax, and the other exempt from 
it. Then, if that were to be the criterion, 
it seemed if those goods were carried in dif- 
ferent ships, the complaint of inequality in 
taxation would disappear. ‘The learned mem- 
ber recommended,. for the sake of clearness, 
and for the satisfaction of the House, that 
the right hon. gent. should draw up twoses 
parate schedules, in the one ef which should 
be classed such taxes as were meant to be 
permanent ones, and in the other the taxes 
which were to cease at the expiration of the 
war, ’ 

Mr. Alexander said, that it would be im- 
possible for even England herself, with her 
great capital, to rival the north of Ireland in 
the linen trade, it was so firmly established 
in that article of commerce. 

Mr. Foster said, that without entering into 
any detail upon the subject, he wished only 
to state, that they were by one act vesting a 
perpetual revenue in the crown of 34 milli- 
ons a year. But this was not all, there was 
what was called the heriditary revenue of the 
crown in Ireland, which it was proposed to 
dispose of without.any message or assent be- 
ing delivered from the threne upon the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. Pits said, he certainly was not aware 


| of the objection which had been made -by 


the right hon. gent. who spoke last. He 
was not prepared now-to give a decided opi- 
nion upon the subject, but he was prepared 
to say, that upon such an objection coming 
from such a quarter, the House ought not to 
proceed without very maturely considering 
the subject. If the nght hon. gent. was. not 
mistaken in the objection he had made, if the 
bill now before the House went to produce 
that effect, and there was no message from 
the Crown to authorize that proceeding, it 
was undoubtedly a breach of the proceedings: 
and constitution of Parliament, and one that 
ought not, and he hoped would not, be 
passed over lightly. 

Mr. Corry was about to proceed in further 
explanation, and to add some further argu- 
mente, when he was interrupted-by 

Mr. Foster, who called.bim to order, say- 


ing, that by explanation be uaderstood that 
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a member of Parliament was to explain what 
he meant by what he had already said, and 
not what he was going to say. 

The Speaker observed, that if it was ob- 
jected to, the right hon. gent. could not be 
allowed to go into arguments upon a ques- 
tion to which he had already spoken, with- 
out the special leave of the House. 

Mr. Corry said, that for obvious reasons, 
and out of respect to the House, he should 
certainly confine himself to explanation, and 
be very short: what he had to say arose out 
of the observations of a right hon. gent., 
whom he never heard without great respect. 
He sheuld, however, state how the matter 
stood, The civil list was granted in Ireland 
in the 33d of the King, and these provisions 
which were now under discussion, were 
enacted in lieu of those duties which sub- 
sisted before that time. His Majesty having 
given up the receipts of his revenue, the he- 
riditary dues to the Crown had merged dur- 
ing that time; but the right to them was not 
disturbed, but was to revive in full force at 
the expiration of the term for which the ci- 
vil list was granted ; thus it was, that from 
year to year the heriditary duties to the 
Crown remained as it were in abeyance, 
during the continuance of this arrangement 
between the Crown and the public, but 
would revive again after the time had expir- 
ed during which the agreement was in force. 
This bill was formed on the model of other 
bills which had passed from year to year in 
Ireland from that time, and this only to ren- 
der permanent that system which had been 
adopted and annually passed in Ireland. The 
right of the Crown necessarily revives when 
the period arrived by which the arrangement 
Was at an end; nor was there the least in- 
tention to the contrary. Thus the case stood 
on constitutional principles. Now, a certain 
portion of these duties was granted annually, 
some of which were now inserted in this bill, 
which was proposed to be permanent, anda 
certain proportion. was omitted in this bill, 
such as the land and malt, that was an an- 
nual measure yet; and with regard to the 
other duties, it was proposed that they should 
be permanent, and they were, the consoli- 
dated fund of Ireland, charged with the in- 
terests of the national debt and also the civil 
list-of his Majesty, and that of the proportion 
which Ireland was to bear of its contribution 
it was bound to make to the public burthen 
by the union, as well as all the pensions and 
other parliamentary payments that were to 
be made. He was not aware there was any 
thing in this bill, or that any thing would 
arise out of it, which would in any degree 
affect the heriditary revenues of the Crown, 
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longer than they are already by the consent 
of the Crown, and by agreement betw. 
the Crown and the public bad been already 
provided. 


Mr. Foster said, he should also make q | 
short explanation of what he had said, ang 


that he should do by way of reply to what 
had been said by the right hon. gent. He 
had just said, that on forming the consolidag. 
ed fund of Ireland these heriditary revenues 
had been given up by his Majesty, by a gra. 
cious message, desiring that Parliament 
might bring them to the public aid, and dig. 


pose of them as Parliament should think pro. 


per, and that in lieu of them the Crown had 
acivil list. Now, this agreement could only 
be binding on the Crown during the exist. 
ence of the right in his Majesty. His Ma. 
jesty had only a life interest in these heridi. 
tary revenues ; but what was to be the effect 
of this-bill? It was that of a perpetual dispo. 


sal of these heriditary revenues of the Crown,. 


not only during his Majesty's present, but 
also during every reign to eternity, He 
would ask, if that was parliamentary? He 
would ask, was it constitutional to divest the 


Crown for ever of its rights, without any 


consent from the Crown, without even 56 
much as a message from the Crown? This 
was a point too clear to enter largely into it, 
and therefore he should not trespass any longer 
on the patience of the House. 


Lord Gastlereagh said, he had not had an 


opportunity of reading this Bill, and he had 
no means of kmowing what it contained: he 
did not apprehend it would have the effect 
stated by the right hon. gent, However, if 
the words in the bill should be found to go 
further than his right hon. friend appre- 
hended and had stated, it would be for thé 
House to consider it, when the clause came 
tobe read. The principle of the bill was 
clear; but as the interest of the Crown 
was concerned, it was important to take care 
that nothing should find its way into it by, 
inadvertency, which might have the effect 
of disturbing the settlement made between 
the Crown and Parliament of Ireland, on the 
hereditary revenues and the civil list, ag it 
took place on the 33d of the King. Now, 
how did it stand? The Irish Parliament, 
after this agreement with the Crown, pro- 
vided that the duties given up to theCrow 

should be applied to the use of the public 
for one year, and continued them from yeat 


to year, until they had been made permanent. 


since the union ; for the practice of the Pare 


liament of Ireland was different from thatot 7 


England in that respect. His right bom 
friend. had said, that on public grounds it, 
was expedient that these duties should eth 
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in operation wihout a fresh arrange- 

t every year; and this bill was only to 
oder permanent, duties which were voted 
away by the Parliament of Ireland annually, 
‘face the 33d year of the pre-ent reign ; it 


il s aprincipte acted upon by the Crown 


¢since ; nor was there the least idea that 
iis operation should continue further than 

ming the life of the Monarch now on the 
one; it could not affect the rights of the 
Gown afterwards. But the right hon. gent. 
who spoke last said, that it would be in ope- 
‘ation during the succeeding reigns. Now 


‘Mehad not read the bill, and therefore he 


ould not say what it contained, but if it 
had any provision which might so operate, 

rovision might be altered. The sur- 
he these duties, by agreement between 
the Crown and the Parliament was absolute 


| Bie life of his present Majesty ; and 


itwas for the Parliament to ‘consider whe- 
thet the appropriation of them should be 

manent, or only from year to year. He 

hoaght that on sound principles of revenue 
ley ought to be permanent, in order to give 
fo the public credit ‘better security than 
jild attend the passing of them to the pub- 
li¢ use from year to year. He believed that 
his right hon. friend would be able to satisfy 
the jealousy of the House, that there was 
nothing in the bill to affect the interest of 
the Crown unfavourably, at least nothing 
tht cou!d not be altered to the satisfaction 
of the House in a Committee. 

“Mr. Rose wished to know whether there 
wis in this bill, any specific provision to 
thew that the hereditary revenues of the 
Gown shall revert to the Crown, when that 
petiod should occur when there was a demise 
‘f the Crown, for if there was no such pro- 
‘Wion in this bill, he doubted very much, 
‘Whether the bill should have come into the 
‘House at all; and he was sure that if not, 


| the House ought not to go into a Committee 


oe it, at least until a message came to 
he House, from the Crown, desiring them 
t0proceed upon such a measure, As to the 
“Blt duty in Ireland, which was still an 
aingal vote, he did not know the amount of 


ittoas to be able to judge of the check 


‘Which Parliament retained in that respect 
tpon the executive government, by way of 
| Wer to withhold the supplies from year to 

ar, If the right hon. gent. could satisfy 


the House upon these two points he should » 


d to hear him. 

. Corry said, that accounts had been 

of the hereditary revenues distinct from 
Me others, and he was informed that’ the 

sy in Ireland prepared a clause for 

L, I, 
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the purpose of. saying the rights of the 
Crown from every thing except the opera- 
tion of the agreement betweén the Crown 
and the Parliament of Ireland, in the 33d of 
the Crown. Whether the mode which had ° 
been adopted for that purpose was such, was 
not for him tostate; he knew that that prin- 
ciple had always been preserved, and had 
understood that the provisions were adequate 
for that purpose. That provision had always 
been inserted in every revenue bill since the 
agreement had been entered into between the 
Crown and the Parliament of Jreland, and he 
took it for granted that every thing would be 
adopted by the House that was necessary 
for perfect clearness. ‘This. bill was clearly 
of thé form: of former bills, which con- 
tained a provision for saving the rights of 
the Crown. Hereé he read the provision out 
of the Statute Book in a former Act of Par- 
liament. Mr. Foster asked if that provision 
was in the present bill? Mr. Corry said, he 
had no doubt of it: the House would con- 
sider how it was prepared. He had no 
doubt it was correct, though he had not had 
an opportunity of reading it; it was sent 
to him in the usual ‘manner after it was 


t drawn up by the law officers of the Crown. 


As to the amount of the duties proposed to 
be voted permanently, and those which were 
to be annual, the annual was above one- 
tenth of the whole. 

Mr. Canning said, that the first question 
now, was not whether there was such a 
clause as that which was alluded to by the 
right hon. fgent. but whether in fact, the 
House could do any thing further without 
further explanation, or whether indeed the 
right hoo. gent. ought not to have been 
ready with his explanation before he came 
forward with his bill? The next question 
was, if there was not such a clause, what the 
House should allow to be done upon such a 
gross violation of form, and such a substan- 
tial objection in principle, so essential to the 
constitutional practice of the House as oc- 
cured in this bill ? He put it to the hon. gent. 
who supported this most defective bill, whe- 
ther they should not think it more decorous 
in them to ask leave to withdraw this de- 
fective bill, and ask leave to present another 
less imperfect, as the best manner in which 
they could atone for the unconstitutional 
principle on which they had attempted to pro- 
ceed in the Howse. it was now allowed on 
all hands that this was a gross oversight at 
least; and he thought that going into a 
Committee to endeayour to cure the defect 
there, would not be proper, because it would 
not gens mark the sense of the House 
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upon a proceeding so glaringly repugnant to 
its rules, and to one of the most important 
principles of the constitution. 

Mr. Fox said, that if there was any foun- 
dation in point of fact in the objection, the 
House would not cure it in a Committee, 
because it conld not, according to any rule of 
practice or principle of the constitution, go 
intg.a Committee at all upon the bill. It 

. was not in the legal power of the House to 
proceed at all upon a bill of this kind with- 
out consent: here there was no pretence 

* that any such consent was given. There 
could be no doubt whatever, that the House 
must negative the question, that the Speaker 

-do now leave the chair, for the House ought 
to wait at least until the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, who brought in the bill, knew 
avhat it contained, before they proceeded to 
discuss it: theright hon. gent. would hardly 
ask the House to wait until he himself had 
had an opportunity of reading it. 

The Chancellor of Exchequer said, that his 
hon. friend had in the course of this debate— 

Mr. Foster spoke to order, for that the 

_ right bon. gent. bad already spoken upon 
ibis subject ; upon which, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, I 
am going to make a motion, Sir, and I have 
a right to insist on proceeding. 

Mr. Foster called to order again, for that 
the right hon. gent. had spoken already in 
this debate, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 

. rosé for the purpose of making a motion, 
and he was at liberty he. said to introduce 
that which he was about tosay. He was 
desirous there should be no difficulty what- 
ever in going upon this bill, and that no one 
should be called upon to proceed to.the dis- 
cussion of this billina Committee, without 
knowing what the contents of the bill were; 
for that reason he should move that the 
House should resolve itself into a Commit- 
tee of the whole House upon this bill to- 
morrow. If the bill was withdrawn alto- 
gether, there would of course be an end of 
it ; otherwise he should negative the ques- 
tion of the Speaker leaving the chair, with a 
view to move afterwards that this bill be 
committed to a Committee of the whole 
House to-morrow. 

Mr. For said,-the right hon. gent. had 
elaimed his.right to be heard, on the ground 
that he was going to make a motion, the 
only ground on which he had any right to 
speak @ second time in the debate ; thus his 
claim was allowed in point of order, and 
yet after all in. point of fact he did not 
make any motion, but only gave notice of a 
wevtion which he intended to make; and 
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this was attended with additional irregu. 
larity ; that he now negatived the questigg 
for the Speaker leaving the chair, after fy. 
ving once spoke for the Speaker: leaving thy 
chair. 
use to some of his Majesty's ministers, ang 
particularly to the right hon. gent., if th 
could change the rules of the House so thy 
they might not only change their minds, by 
be allowed to deliver two opposite opinion 
in one night, upon one question in a debate, 

Mr. Ormsby said, that he believed this pill 
was precisely on ihe same principle an 
condition as bills which had formerly passed 
upon the subject of these duties. He did 
not feel himself warranted to speak on this 
bill, not having read it sifice it was intr. 
duced into the House: all he knew wa, 
that the subject to which it referred, wy 
under discussion in Ireland, among the lay 


officers of the crown, cf whom he had th 


honour tobe one. He knew the discussion 
had been the subject of the King’s hereditary 
revenue; perhaps he might be out of onde 


in stating what be was about to state, bi 


he wished to draw the attention of the 


House to it. He then read the clanse which 


had been inserted in other bills upon this 


subject, to shew that the rights of th 


crown had always been saved in themal, 


But he believed it would be of great 
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as far as related to the hereditaty revenues agi 


of the crown reverting after the termim 
tion of the agreement between the crom 
and the public, in the 33d year of the pre. 
sent reign. It was for the House tocon 


sider whether the words in this clause wereil 


sufficient to save the rights of thecramp; 


he apprehended they were, and it hii 
been so thought by the crown lawyersingt it 


‘Ireland. But whether that clause was bm 


be found in the present bill he would not he 


undertake to say. The bill was imthebant 
writing of two or three persons, and he 
took shame to himself that he. had not fea 


it since it was laid on the table ofthat : mr 
House. Allhe could say was, that the bil Hs 


which was considered and perused by the 
crown lawyers in Ireland, of which he 
sumed this to be a copy, had been byt 


deemed sufficient to preserve entire the no 


rights of the crown. 


Mr. William Ponsonby said, he belieied been 


this bill contained no such clause as 
which had been read by the learned 


out of another Act of Parliament. 104% ple 


word, he knew of no way to proceed upm 


this business, but that of withdrawing ie 


present bill to make way for a bellel~ 
The question was then put, that the Speat 
do now leave the chair, ahd neg 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer tit ite 
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itevenue, instead of the whole. 


, that this House do to-mcrrow re- 

‘pe itself into a Committee of the whole 
“Mr. Pitt said, he was extremely glad 
iat an opportunity had been given to ex- 
‘gine into this question ; but it was matter 
gregret that the attention of the House 
‘jad not been called to this important cir- 
amstance before any progress whatever 
jad been made in the bill, for nothing 
id be more important for that House to 

fiend to than the hereditary revenues of 
thecrown, and that the more especially, 
when, the measure brought forward. was 
without the consent of the crown, and 
sihout an opportunity of discussing the 
. of the bill. ” He was a far 
fom pledging himself as to the opinion 
te should have on this occasion; but 
wer what he had heard from the hon. 
gentleman below him (Mr. Ormsby), he 
had great doubts indeed whether, if the 
‘dauses in this bill were, as he had stated 
them tobe, out of another bill, the objec- 
sto this measure would be removed, for 
theyonly related to. a pari of his Majesty's 
If so, the 
elect was radical; for it was a clause by 
which a stated sum was to be perpetual, 
‘nd set off against a perpetual revenue of 
‘agwen'value some years ago, but.capable 
@increase with the increasing prosperity 
tlihe general revenue of the empire; for 
doting the happy period of his Majesty’s 
ign, from that time to the present, that 
tevenue had. increased to several] hundred 
thousand pounds, and that revenue now 
‘wasmach higher than the civil list for which 
‘ithad been exchanged ;- so that by this 


thactment to appropriate in perpetuity. the 


Tereditary revenues of the crown, Parlia- 
ment would be doing neither more nor less 
‘than this—to abolish his Majesty’s inherent 
thim toa permanent improveable revenue, 
‘ad giving for it. a fixed unimproveable 


‘fm, and that too, without any consent or 
Mnimation on the part of the crown. If 


iswas the case, and nothing had becn 
‘widto induce him todoubt it, he could 
‘Wthelp saying, it was very unfortunate 
that the attention of the House had not 


een called to it before any progress was 


Made in the bill ; for it was matter of great 


Mportance, upon the constitutional princi- 


that the hereditary revenues of the 
should not be taken away by Par- 

nt without the consent of the crown ; 

was a principle which it was impossible 
the wish. of any of the King’s. mini- 

Ms to neglect, and quile as little could it 
Methe wish of any Member of that House. 
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—The question was then put, that this 
House do to-morrow resolve itself into the 
said Committee, and agreed to, 

{Intsa Mizirta Famizizes.] — Mr. 
Foster said, that some days ago he mention- 
ed a matter of serious moment to Ireland, 
which was, an apparent breach of faith of 
Parliament with the militia of Ireland. In 
November the militia were embodied in 
Ireland by order of the lord-lieutenant ; 
they were embodied by the eyisting law ; 
by that Jaw each militiaman who provided 
for his relatives was to have 2s. per week 
for his wife, and 1s. for his father, mother, 
or child, who were to be maintained by 
him. {In August following, this law was 
repealed, by which these 2s, were reduced 
to 1s. The militia had been embodied 
under the faith of the first, and no compen- 
sation was given to them for the reduction: 
this was a breach of faith, at which the 
militia murmured very much. He had let- 
ters informing him of much discontent upon 
this occasion, nor would he be answerable 
for the consequences, if some measure was 
not taken ; and if taken atall, it must be 
taken before the assizes, which are now ap- 
proachiug, otherwise it would be too late. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke admitted the difii- 
culty stated by the right hon. gent. and he 
should call the attention of the House to 


it; but the chief secretary of the lord-lieu- 


tenant had brought the bill forward; he had 
not yet had an opportunity of considering 
that subjeet, but in a few days he should 
come forward with an amendment to that 
bill, or a separate bill for that purpose. 

{[Lorp Kitwargpen’s Famiry. }—Mr. 
George Ponsonby asked the Chancellor of 
Exchequer, whether it was intended to take 
any step towards making some provision for 
the family of the late Lord Kilwarden : it 
was now near 8 months since that tragical 
event happened, by which he was destroy- 
ed. His family were not in affluent cir- 
cumstances, and the consideration of the 
manner in which he came td his untimely 
and lamented fate, and the recollection of 
his virtues, made this a matter of great con- 
cern, and he thought that no time should 
be lost in making an adequate provision for 
his family; and he was sure every loyal 
man in the empire would feel the necessity 
of this attention on the part of the govern- 
ment, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
this subject was one on which his Majesty’s 
servants had not been inattentive, and he 
believed in the course of a few days the 
attention of the House would be called 
to it. . 

3F2 
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(His MAyEsty’s (vDIseosition J—Mr, 
Grey. I wish Sir, to say avery few words, 
-on a subject which appears to me to be of 
the utmost importance. The attention’ of 
the House has this day been’ necessarily 
called, by w'tnessing in the House of Lords 
an instance of the personal exercise of an 
Act of Authority from the King.—Sir, the 
inference naterally drawn from that Act of 
authority, so exercised, is undoubtedly of 
the most satisfactory nature. It would in- 
deed be completely satisfactory to me, if I 
were assured by the right hon. the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, that that Act was 
- done in full health, which’ its publicity in- 
dicates, and without which such an act of 
authority ought not to have been exercised. 
It would have been satisfactory to me if 
there were not some doubts upon that sub- 
ject: -but, under all the circumstances, 
considering what we know from public re- 
ports, and comparing them with declara- 
tions made in this House and other places, 
there does appear to me to be some doubt 
and mystery upon this transaction, which 
leave on my mind sentiments of consider- 
able uneasiness and apprehension. It 
would be great relief and satisfaction to me 
to have this serious apprehension removed 
by an explicit declaration from the mi- 
nister ; but, if not, the House is placed in a 
new and awful situation, in which it will 
be incumbent on us to think what steps it 
may be proper for us to take. 

[VoLUNTEER CONSOLIDATION BILL. ] 
Mr. Secretary Yorke, immediately rose 
and moved the order of the day upon the 
Volunteer Consolidation Bill——On the 
clause for allowing adjutants and quarter- 
‘masters half-pay, 

Mr. Whitbread observed, that there were 
‘many persons who had never been in the 
‘regulars, but who, fsom the excellence of 
their conduct as adjutants in volunteer 
corps were, he thought, equally intitled to 
half-pay. He was of opinion, that it should 
depend upon the report of the inspecting 
field-officer as to the good discipline of the 
corps, whether the adj. of such corps should 
be entitled to such pay or not. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, it was neces- 
sary to lay down a general principle with 
respect to the half-pay to be allowed to ad- 
jutants, as otherwise, persons who acted as 
adjutants in volunteer corps, and who were 
wholly incompetent, might become entitled 
to it, and thus saddle considerable expense 
upon the public. To this rule, however, 
there might be some exceptions, as, if the 
inspecting field officer reported the good 
qualifications of an adjutant, it certainly 





was intended to represent such case'tohiy 
Majesty, with a view that such adjut m 


might become entitled to the allowance jy. 


question. 

Mr. Pitt said, he agreed in the genem) 
outline with respect: to adjutants receiving. 
pay. He thonght however that where es 
was a difficulty in getting good adjotants 
that serjeant-majors, from regular, troop 
might be resorted to as adjatants fory. 
lunteer corps. He then adverted to, ang 
re-stated his former proposition, with respeg 
to transferring officers from the line iy 
officers in volunteer corps. ; 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, it 
was the strong disposition of ministers (g 
agree to any thing that could tend to ig 
prove the discipline of the volunteer corps, 
consistent with the nature and princighell 
the constitution. It was his opinion thatthe | 
purpose of the right hon. gent. would te 
better answered by the appointment of iq: 
specting field officers who were appointed 
from officers of the line. He objected ty 
the proposition of the right hon. gent. for 
the appointment of field officers to volunteer 
corps from the line, because the volunteen 
should not be led to suppose that it wasin 
tended to graft upon the system any thi 
notcongenial toitsnature. He knew thatade 
gree of jealousy had been caused in some to 
lunteer corps by the appointment of inspecting 
field officers, because they were liable toa 
sort of compulsory inspection by persons te 
ceiving pay. He was convinced, however, 
of the necessity of appointing inspecting 
field officers, and that the volunteers coal 
not be an efficient force without them ; bit 
if field. officers from the line were introduced 
into the volunteer corps, it would necessarily 
create jealousy. {t had been made patt of 
the proposition, that field officers from the 
line should not be appointed to volunteer 
corps without the consent of ‘the comment 
ing officers ; but this was placing a com 
manding officer ina situation of great 
culty and delicacy. If he recommended ihe 
appointment of a field officer from the lite, 
it might be considered as a confession offs 
own insufficiency ; whilst, if be refusedt 
assent to a recommendation of that nati, 
he might be liable to censure ; add to thi, 
there were many volunteer corps which #- 
ready had the benefit of the assistance of 
military officers of great experience, eile 
as commandants, or as holding comm 00 
insuch corps. At the same time it wah 
wish that it should be a part of the instttt 
tions from the commander in’ chief to the 
general officers commanding districts, 
spare field officers from the’ regulars, 
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_aeitican be done, in order to perfect’ the 
wipline of the volunteer corps. He re- 


‘wed that the object of the right hon. gent. 
asanswered by the appointment of inspect- 
held officers, and also by the appoint- 
gat from the line of adjutants and serjeant- 


‘Wr. Pitt said, as to the appointment of 
gpecting field officers, it was obvious that 
mid not interfere with his proposal of ap- 
gating field officers from the line to as- 
im disciplining volunteer corps, as the 
pmons appointed inspecting officers held 
erank of lieut. colonels— whilst he pro- 
| med to appoint persons, probably captains, 
fomhalf pay. At least they might fry 
ghether any such persons might be obtain- 
edy at any rate, the:two descriptions of 
ons were wholly distinct, as no one was 
pointed an inspecting officer who had not 
yen a field officer in the army, whilst he 
sed to take field officers for volunteers 

om these in ‘the line who held subaltern 
fmmissions. The right hon. gent. had said, 
thtsuch a measure would be likely to create 
it : he was sorry to hear it, but cer- 
titly the appointment of inspecting field 
dficers was not sufficient to render volunteer 
gl degree well disciplined. Some 
: officers had half a county to at- 
tad to, and he would ask, whether they 


toald in that case do much more than relate | 


what they had been told by others, with re- 
pectto the discipline of corps, instead of 
being intimately acquainted with it them- 
tlves? He was now, however, told, 
tat because persons had been appoint- 
@ to see that: instructions had been given 
volunteer corps, that it was unnecessary 
appoint persons to instruct them: he 
tuld not conceive this to be very conclusive 
fasoning. He did not believe thatany jealousy 
Would be excited by the appointment of field 
ficers of the description he had alluded to ; 
itwould rather be caused by the appointing 
sag field officers, who were supc- 
Tor to the commanders of the regiments. 
‘Ald to this, that inspecting field officers 
“Were appointed by a compulsory regulation, 
‘Whilst all he proposed was to provide field 
dicers where it was requested by the com- 
Winding officers of corps, therefore there 
Ws will less cause for jealousy. Another 
‘Pound of objection was, that commanding 
| Miers would be placed in a situation of 
“Wiat delicacy ; but he did not see the force 
‘Wihis objection. Suppose the commanding 

met were to recommend the appointment 
| M8 field officer from the line to his corps, 
would only indicate that he was a man 
‘#common sense, and that he was more 
MKious to do his duty than to be actuated by 
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trifling vanity ; on theothier side, if he declined 
such accommodation, ‘he might be lable to 
censure for not doing ‘that which he ought. 
todo. As to any objection of economy, the 
saving which might atise from not pursuing 
the regulations he proposed, ought not to 
be put in competition with the ne 
which would arise from its adoption. For 
these reasons he was still inclined to persist 
in urging the propositions which he had be- 
fore made. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
if the description of persons alleded to by 
the right hon. gent. were appointed, they 
might assume an importance which would 
be inconsistent with the general system -of 
the corps: He instancéd the volunteers of 
ireland, who had had no ‘such officers, and 
who had displayed the best discipline, as 
well as the greatest courage and zeal. 

General Loftus objected to officers . being 
sent from camps or other military stations 
in the hour of danger to discipline volunteer 
corps. 

T e Chancellor of the Exchequer said, his 
idea was, that such assistance should be at 
the discretion of the general of the district. 

Mr. Piti said; that in the maritime dis- 
tricts such assistance might be provided, but 
with respect to the corps in. the interior, 
they should be assisted in discipline by offi- 
cers from half pay. 

Mr. IV. Dickenson observed that there 
must be good officers to make good soldiers. 
As to economy, it was not a question of 
conomizing money, bat the blood and lives 
of the people; it was necessary to have 
good officets to ensure discipline, and 
was necessary to have discipline in order 
to ensure success; and he would ask whe- 
ther defeats were considered as cheap ar- 
ticles by the present administration? If 
an enemy were'to land, the country might 
have reason to curse such parsimony. If 
the bill now before the House was made 
any thing of, it would be made by the mi- 
nority, and not by the majority ; for if it 
had passed as originally brought in, it~voald 
have been one of the strong instances’ ef 
the weak conduct of a feeble administra- 
tion. 

Mr. Hiley Addington said, he would leave 
to the decision of the House and the public 
the hon ‘gentleman's charge of economy a- 
gainst the present administration. He ob- 
jected to any measure for the introduction 
of field officers frou the line into volunteer 
corps, as it would tend to create dissensions 
amongst the officers and privates of these 
corps. 

Mr. Windham wished to understand pre- 
cisely the meaning of his right hon, friend's 
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(Mr. Pitt) proposition, as he could not con- 
sent to rob the line of officers, in order to 
discipline volunteer corps. 

Mr. Pitt said, his proposition was to take 
officers from the half-pay, where they were 
useless, and to make them: useful by con- 
tributing to discipline volunteer corps. 

» Mr. C. Wynne deprecated the economy of 

ministers, as its only object was to diminish 
their expenses, which were to come before 
Varliament, whilst a greater weight.fell upon 
the people. 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope adverted to the erec- 
tion of ‘beacons, and instanced one in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, guarded by four 
persons, one of whom had only one leg, 
another had.only one.arm, the third had 
lost the roof his mouth, and the fourth was 
notoriously drunken, and each of these were 
paid half-a-guinea per day. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, that beacons 
had been erected in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire without consulting the gencral of 
the district, Lord Mulgrave. 

Mr, Spencer Stanhope said, they were 
erected by order of the general of the district. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, he had under- 
stood the contrary.—After some further ob- 
servations from. Lord Temple, Sir Wm. Mil- 
ner, Sir Henry Mildmay, and other mem- 
bers, the clause was agreed to. 

On ‘the clause relating to the recovery of 
fines and Penalties, 

Mr. .Pitt suggested that it would be bet- 
ter to give an option in case of non-payment, 
either'to levy the fine by distress, or to in- 
flict imprisonment for two or three days or 
a week, as the distress might be injurious to 
the family of the person distressed upon. 

Mr. G. Vansittart was for extending the 
imprisonment to a fortnight. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
the imprisonment of the individual would 
be more injurious to his family than levying 
the fine by distress. 

Mr. Pitt explained, that the idea was, to 
vest a discretionary power in the Magistrate, 
to imprison, suppose for a week, in the de- 
fault.of distress. 

Sir R. Buxton strongly recommended the 
aowing a certain number of days, at the 
expiration of which, if the penalties were 
not paid, the Magistrate should have the 
power of committing in the case of default. 

Mr: Sturgess Bourne contended, that the 
optional power proposed to be given to the 
Magistrates, proceeded on the most humane 
and liberal principle that it was possible to 
introduce into a case of pecuniary penalty. 

Mr. Burland proposed the introduction of 
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! to 
a clause, in substance enacting, that in cage 
of a refusal or neglect to pay the fine afy 


a given number of days, it should then fy 
lawful for the Magistrate to commit, &, . 


Mr. Hobbouse spoke shortly in support of fe 1 


the Chanrellor of the Exchequer’s idea jp 
favour of the mode of distress, as imprisons 
ment would evidently prevent the individual 
from earning the accustomed provision fo. 
his family. 

Mr. Whitbread said, he was inclined p 
make the opulent private pay in his purse; 
but would not resort to imprisonment, ex. 
cept where it was indispensably necessary, 
The proceeding of distress, he thought one 
of extreme oppression ; but as some pri 
ciple of compulsion must obtain, he 
thought the option of distress or imprison 


-ment should be given. With respect to the 


application of these. penalties, they werets 
go to the common fund of the differen 
corps for defraying the necessary expenses, 
&c, But, in observing upon this point, he 
must repeat what he had said thereon ona 
former occasion; he thought it would bea 
sounder.and more manly policy to come for 
ward at once and provide for the 
of such expenses out of the public purse; 
as he predicted, for want of certain and up 
failing funds, the greater number of the 
corps would fall to pieces and cease to exist, 
This he said, to. a certain degree, was ex 
emplified by the instance of one of the City 
corps, where, out of the requisite sum of 
about 11,000]. he understood 7 or 8,0001, 
or some very large sum remained duc— 
Several corps were destitute of the most 
necessary articles: It was now of little con 
sequence, whether the plan of subscription 
was originally a wise measure. He thought 
it, now at least, very improper; they were 
providing for a permanent system in the bill, 
As that was the case, let them doit with 
their eyes open, let them not blink th 
genuine question; they should contemplate 
the danger as it ought to be viewed. There 
were many articles of expense absolutely 
necessary to be incurred in respect of the 
volunteer corps: keeping the arms clean and 
in repair, was one of the principal items; 
the payment of the drummers was an 
indispensable requisite: he wished to know 
whether that was to be provided for out of 
any particular fund? There was molt 
money thrown away in respect of the voldt 
teers since their institution than woulds 
on foot an immense regular force: Jett? 
private subscriptions and annual conte 
tions be calculated, and see what an i 
mense aggregate they would amouat Wt! 
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present system was one of the most 
and extravagant that was ever yet 


hoached. | Here one or two members rose, 


ressed their sentiments, that what Mr, 
tebread was advancing, was not in 
Mr. Whitebread resumed. What 


“fesaid was strictly in order, and advanced 
“When with a view to save the time of the 


Honse ; the penalties were applicable to the 


funds, his observations were therefore in 


‘der. As to the question, he reprobated 
hevtter want of economy in the system. 
Alarge regular force might have over and 
‘wer again been put in activity for less money. 
Inprocess of time, the present sources would 
fh individuals would every year become 
‘gore weary or less able to pay the contribu- 
tons, Speaking more immediately to the 
gint in question, were .the alternative of 
Besoment resolved on, he should prefer 
theshortest possible period. 

Mr. H. Lascelles thought that the accu- 


| mulation of fines should be prevented, as 


they might run up to an amount that might 
impede the resignation of a member when 
heshould so determine. 

Mr. Pitt referred the hon. member to a 
palicolar part of the clause, where the case 
was provided for by the words. 

Mr. Ros? expressed his opinion, that the 
magistrates should be vested with the power 
ieommitting to the nearest place of con- 

tment.—‘The clause, as amended, was 
then agreed to. 

‘Some discussion then took place, respect- 
‘ga subsequent provision in the bill, similar 
tothe preceding one, in some of its effects, 
ey affecting a superior class of 
Mividuals, It was contended on the part 
‘those who supported the Dill, that those 
mons who were able to pay, but wko from 
‘Uhtinacy, or other motives, did not choose 


| pay, should be decidedly compellable ; and 


Wilh respect to those, the option of distress 
imprisonment, was proposed to be left. 

_Mr. Fox objected to the principle, as regu- 
lied by the provisions of the bill, Though 
fiémembers had agreed to the payment of 
‘Wilain fines, they had no idea of eventually 


| Meurting a capital punishment ; by such a 
‘“Mulation, the volunteer was put in a diffe- 


Tat sitdation from that in which he con- 
d himself, when making his agreement. 


Mr. Pitt observed, that a degree of com- 


b in the case under discussion was evi- 
necessary. They should recollect 

{thé right of the volunteer to resign was 
‘Miiitted, in case he was not satisfied with 
Metegulations, The discipline of the corps 
Miturely necessary to be preserved; and 
lef, the fines arost out of the regulations 
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agreed to by the indiyiduals themselves. The 
principle was not new to this act. In the 
original act a provision to that effect ob- 
tained, but it was not modified by the op- 
tional power. The points at issue resolved 
into two questions: the first, whether in 
default of distress, proceedings should be had 
against the person ; the latter was certainly 
one in analogy to the law of the country ; 
and the second, which involved the only 
new point, was, whether an alternative of 
subjecting the individual to imprisonment 
should be allowed, and that this was the 
more lenient of the two he thought had 
been clearly established. After considering 
the topic a little farther, he expressed his 
concurrence in the regulation for allowing 
the optional power.—Some further clauses 
and provisions of the bill were then agreed 
to without observation, when it was agreed 
to report: progrees, and ask leave to sit again. 
The House then resumed, and the Com- 
mittee were ordered to sit again to-morrow. 
Adjourned. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, March 10. 


{Mrnures.]}—The Dublin Watch Bill 
was read a first time, and ordered to be read 
a second time.--A new writ was ordered for 
Preston, in the room of John Horrocks, Esq. 
deceased. 1 he Committee on the Irish 
Countervailing Duty, Bill was put off till 


-Monday.—The Irish Malt Bill was read a 


second time. 

{Irish Dutits Bitt.]—Mr. Corry move 
ed the order of the day for going into a com- 
mittee on the Irish Duties Bill. The order 
having been read, the rt. hon. gent. said, 
that before he made any further motion apon 
this subject he wished to say a few words. 
In the course of the debate of yesterday, 
some doubt was thrown out, that the bill be- 
fore the House was one that affected the in- 
terest of the crown, and that, therefore, the 
royal assent ought to have been signified. 
He was ready at that time, and he was ready 
now, if it were proper, to shew that the bill 
was conformable to the precedents of the 
Parliament of Ireland. He also understood, 
though on this point he could not speak so 
positively, that it was not without precedent 
in the Parliament of Gt. Britain before the 
Union; and in the Imperial Parliament, 
since the Union, there were precedents, viz. 
the three different acts which had passed re- 
lative to these duties ; it was true they were 
only annual bills, and therefore he did not 
rely entirely upon them, But though there 
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were precedents. of that nature, if. it. could 
enter into the imagination of any. man, that 
this measure trenched upon any constitu- 
tional principle, he certainly would be the 
last man to take advantage of them, But 
as there had not been sufficient time since 
the doubts had been thrown out, to ascer- 
tain how the principle stood affected by this 
proceeding, he should, in. order. that. full 
time may be given for consideration, move 
to.postpone the committee till Monday. 
Mr. Foster said, that the great doubts:and 
difficulties which had arisen in his mind 
wpon the subject were: founded. upon the 
circumstance of this bill being perpetual, 


therefore he did. not eonceive that annual: 


dills could be considered as any precedent. 
The motion was then‘agreed to. 

[Votunreer Consoxrparion Bitt.J— 
Mr. Secretary Yorke moved thé order of the 
day for going into a Committee on the Vo- 
iunteer Consolidation Bill. ‘The House hav- 
ing resolved itself into a committee, the rt. 
hon. Secretary proceeded to propose some 
new clauses. The first was, to invalidate 
any agreements that might have been enter- 
ed into between masters and seryants, by 
which the latter were prevented from en- 
tering into volunteer corps. The next was 
a clause to repeal a clause in a former bill, 
compelling the parish to pay the drill ser- 
jeants; they are in future to be paid out of 
the public purse. These clauses were agreed 
to.—The next was a clause authorising the 
commander of a corps, in case of any mem- 
ber misbehaving himself, to deprive him of 
that day's pay, or else to disalluw that day as 

one of his day's of exercise. 

Mr. Pitt said, the clause now proposed 
would have some eifect, but still he did not 
think it would be sufficient. He had pre- 
pared some clauses upon this subject, which 
would goa little farther. One of them was 
to give the commander of a corps a power 
to order any member misbehaving himself 
while under arms, into custody during the 
time the corps remained under arms ; to in- 
flict fines as high as 5s. in cases of non-at- 
tendance, not taking care of their arms, &c. 
He did not think that this would give any 
offence io the volunteer corps, because it 
certainly was not an unnecessary severity. 
He meant this to be a general clause appli- 
cable to all corps. If a person should feel 

«himself dissatisfied with these regulations, 
swhich he did not think probable, still they 


chad the power to resign. But he entertained. 


no apprehensions upon the subject, and he 
. should certainly take an opportunity of pro- 

posing them in some stage of the-bill. 

. Mr, Tierrey said, he yery much approved 
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of the regulations suggested by the 
hon. gent. but he was apprehensive 
some corps in town would feel a door 
jealousy upon the subject. They wer: 
many respects different from most of 
corps in the country; they received nog 
and many of the members who kept sho. 


who perhaps had only one eae 


perhaps none, would feel themselves my} 
hurt at being fined so heavily, when they 
really could not leave their business withog 
the greatest inconvenience. But as to th 


power of ordering a member under an amp 


for misconduct while under arms, he though be 


there could be no objection to it. . 
Mr. Pitt said, that these regulations might i} 
be applied only to the corps who receite 


pay. 
Colonel Eyre thought there was nooo, 
sion for further regulations, and therefore 
should object to these clauses. ge 
The Marquis of Titchfield approveden.™ ‘il 
tirely of the ideas of Mr. Pitt upon this sim” 
ject, and thought they were highly advani. & 


geous to the volunteer system. If he mj 


presume to offer any thing in addition pi Is 
that which came from so high an authorly Bf 
it would be, that the point of discipling pa 


which the clause referred, should be judg 
of by a military council in the way of a com— o 
martial, subject to the approbation of hl ‘ 
commander of each corps. = | 
Mr. Secretary Yorke thought both ti. 
clauses which he had proposed, and thei 
proposed by the rt. hon. gent., might beam 
dopted, for they were not in the least inom. 
sistent with each other. He approved of ts 


sysiem of imprisoning volunteers among™ than 


themsel-es fur the day, when they were Um 
der arms, if they had misconducted them it 


selveSin the ranks; and he thought the ided ii all h 
submitted to the committee by that th hon po 

gent. very good. He dissented from the} mit 

mode in which Mr, Pitt's clause proposed” 


levy the fines, but thought they shoold be 
submitted to a court martial, as had 
hinted by a noble marquis : he thought ang 
that all these proceedings for fines and pt 
nalties should be subject to the approbalmme 
of the commander of each corps, &. ~ 
Mr. Lascelles thought, that, ge 


_ speaking, it was impolitic to imposed 


Junteercorps any other fines than those # 
originated with themselves. “i 
Mr. Pitt said, that he had not so.dist 
perhaps as he might have, stated ¥ 
meant by misconduct of a volunte 
arms; he didnot mean general miscongty 
for which the commander had power #2 
to punish him, in some degree, by. expres 
ing displeasure, &c.: he did, Dot, Beal 
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‘ive a general latitude to the commander to 
punish in the specific manner he proposed 
“for general misconduct, but he meant to ap- 
“gythe punishment he proposed, if any vo- 
Jonteér under arms, should particularly mis- 


| trements, or cloathing, in any remarkable 
| panner, or should behave himself indecently, 
‘pract contrary to most of the rules and re- 
_gplations of the corps, then some punish- 
ment might follow, and that the punishment 
 thould be specific in order that there should 
| peno doubt what the result must be of such 
cadact. Perhaps the better way would 
‘pe to take the clause of the rt. hon. gent. 
fist, and then that his (Mr. Pitt’s) clauses 

might be brought up and read, so that the 
ommittee might the better understand the 
meaning of them; which course was adopt- 
‘@. He proposed that persons misbehaving 
“dn the way he stated, should be imprisoned 
Jintheir own corps for the day they were out, 
&,’ That in some instances the fine should 
tes high as 5s.; in others, no higher than 
1s. to be regulated by the fact, whether the 


_ party incurring the forfeit contributed to the 
_ poor's rate or not. 


Mr. Pitt professed him- 
wif very happy to hear the sentiments of the 
| toble marquis on all occasions, and particu- 
Yalpon the present. He did not entertain 
_ apy doubt of the propriety of the court mar- 
Mh marrosed by that noble lord, provided 
 the'sentence of the court martial was made 
_mibject to the approbation of the commander, 
bathe owned he thought the summary power 
Vofother punishment might be more effectual 
vthan the fines themselves.—After some fur- 
ther conversation, the clause of the Secretary 
eiState was received and agreed to, as were 
val/his other clauses. After which Mr. Pitt 
‘proposed his clauses, which, he said, he sub- 
sil to the committee without saying any 
“thibg in their behalf at present. The first 
danse for providing for the fines being read, 
~The Attorney General thought, as a per- 
lafent system, the clause a very wise one, 
y ips doubted whether it was advisable to a- 

dopt it at the present. moment under all cir- 
Cimstances. He was afraid it might be, un- 
' derall the circumstances, endeavouring to do 
ite much ; it tvas better, perhaps, to do a 
nile less, although the system was defective, 
by endeavouring to make it perfect, 
oe some measure to overturn it. He 
afraid of proceeding too far upon. the 
‘Sompulsory system with volunteers; that 
be reserved in case his Majesty should 


Mil forth his subjects under the compulsory 
ment 


nt. 
r. Pitt suggested, that much of the ob- 
-Tetions which seemed to be entertained 
| Vou. I. 


ave, should neglect his arms and accou-- 
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against too much of the compulsory system 
being applied to volunteers might be done 
away, by making a distinction between those 
receiving pay, ad those who did not. He 
thought, upon a moderate computation, the 
system he proposed would improve the mili- 
tary discipline of 150,000 men in a very 
short time ;.an object well worth attending 
to at this important crisis : and thishe meant 
as applicable to those who might not come 
forward, under an invitation, to put them- 
selves on permanent duty, which, after all 
was the very best way to make them good 
soldiers. This was a matter not to be neg- 
lected, for we might look for the event in 
which we should-have to resist the enemy, 
in the course of a few weeks at farthest ; 
now be could have no hesitation in saying 
that might be done effectually by the volun- 
teers, discreetly mixt with the forces of the 
line ; and to do so effectually, care should 
be taken of the improvement of the volun- 
teers in their discipline. He felt this so for- 
cibly, that he must press it upon the House. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed 
with the Attorney General upon this sub- 
ject, that it was dangerous to try to accom- 
plish too much in the system of military exer- 
cise of the volunteers ; but he thought the 
volunteers had already made great progress 
in that matter. It was supposed that 25 days 
would be . sufficient to instruct them tolera- 
bly; now, there were hardly any of them who 
had not been instructed for 40, and.some of 
them for more than 60 days. He. was per- 
suaded that Parliament had acted wisely in 
giving the volunteers an opportunity of acting 
as they have, and he could not help think- 
ing that the degree of discipline they had 
acquired already, would afford us all a de- 
gree of confidence, not only in their further 
improvement, but also warrant our reliance 
on their sufficiency to meet any veterans of 
the enemy. - He conceived, that at this mo- 
ment, the volunteers had attained such a 
degree of discipline as no one at the time of 
their first establishment had any idea of, 
nor even at the time when the first volun- 
teer bill was introduced ; and he owned that 
he contemplated with astonishment, as. well 
as satisfaction, the degree of perfection at 
which the volunteer system w 8s now ar- 
rived, and this justified the hope that a very 
large portion of the volunteers of England, 
mixed with the regular troops, were fit to 
meet the veteran troops of France, and that 
our meeting of them so would give us no- 
thing short of hope and full confidence of 
immediate success, But he did entertain 
strong doubts of the propriety of this clause, 
on the ground which had been stated by his 
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-learned friend, the Attorney General. He 
observed, that in the last war, the volunteers 


were only 150,000, and yet they answered. 


the purpose for which they were intended ; 
no one complained of their inefficiency in 
the course of the last war ; they achieved a 
great object in the course of their services in 
dreland, although they were neither half so 
numeérous, or under any such regulations 
as they are at present. His main object was, 
that regulations of the volunteers should be 
}:ft as much as possible to the volunteers 
themselves ; that Parliament should iuterfere 
as little as possible with the internal regu- 
lations and management of volunteer corps, 


and particularly.in the system of inflicting | 
He had no doubt of the efficacy | 
of the system recommended by the right | 


penalties, 


hon. gent. (Mr, Pitt) asa permanent system ; 
but the doubt was, whether there .was not 

- some risk in adopting it at the present mo- 
ment. 

Mr. Pitt: said, he certainly was willing 
to hope with the right hon. gent., and to be- 
lieve, and even, to be confident, that there 
was indeed a very considerable portion of the 
yolunteers of Great Britain, who, in concert 
with the regular force, would be of grear 


utility in the contest which we are now to | 


expect ; but he could not disguise from 
the House, because he could not disguste from 


himself, that very many of the volunteers | 
were in no degree advanced to that state of | 


discipline in which we could wish to see 
them, and in which it was indispensably ne- 
cessary they should be in, before they could 
be essentially serviceable to their country, 
when called out for its defence, and in 
support ofits existence. There was an error 
in the judgment of many gentlemen who had 
spokcn vpon the subject of the military dis- 
cipling of the volunteers of England from 
the brilliant corps of the metropolis, where- 
as it was notorious that many corps in the 
country were in nothing like the same 
state’; many of them had bet just received 
their arms, which under the many difficul- 


ties with which we had to encounter, was | 
But from what he | 


not to be wondered at 
himself knew, and from the credible infor-.. 


mation he received from others, frem the | 
and uncertainty that | 
were incident to this system, there were | 


various fluctuations 


many. of them ina state in which it was im- 
“ possible fo say they were any thing ap- 
proaching ‘that situation described’ by the 
tight hon, gent. He did not say that many 


of the yolunteers, who may io the course | 
perhaps of three weeks be put, fo the procf, | 


and may have to meet, with the veteran 
troops of France, that they would not ac- 
@uit themselves with honour in union with 
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troops of the line, nor that ultimately 

would not be successful in the contegt fos 
the defence of the country; that was pot 
the question to be now discussed ; the ques. 
tion now was this: What was the. mos’ 
speedy mode of . making the volunteerseff. 
cient for the purposes of action, with gs 
little loss of blood as possible ? For that yas 
tous the most interesting part of the sub. 
ject, and with the care of which that Hongse 
was enirusted.-As.to what has been gaid of 
the volunteers of Ireland in the last war, 
it did not apply to the present case, They 
had long been called out, and had_ been on 








permanent duty for months, and some of 
them for years, and acquired the qualities of 
veteran troops, which was not hitherto the 
case with the present volunteers, He did 
| not say there was any doubt that our volup. 

teers. would meet and defeat the veteran 

troops of France, but the question was, 

what was the best mode to make them meet 
| the enemy with the best chance of saving 
| the effusion of British blood ? He-was not 
| to be told what the volunteers were the last 
| war; for no man would say, however se 
rious the apprehensions of invasion was dat. 
ing the last war,.that the, danger was then 
any thing like the danger with which we 
were threatened now. There never wasa 
period in which the preparations for invad- 
ing this country, were upon any thing like 
the scale of the present preparations; 49 
much so, that Parliament had already ex. 
pressed its sense to that effect by the mea 
sures it had brought forward. It had, in. 
deed, once thought of ,making many regu. 
lations upon the dis~ipline of the volunteers; 
but had afterwards confided that subject to 
the discretion of ministers, in the hope that 
much would have been done, but ministers 
disappointed that hope, aod therefore Pars 


| liament ought now to act for itself.—As to 


the idea of not attempting to do too much, 


| it was observable that, if these regulations 


were likely to havea bad effect on the vo 
lunteer system, the hopes which he enter: 
tained that many of them would consent {9 
be put upon permanent duty, by which 
they would certainly be subject to mue 
more rigour, were very ill founded ; he did 
however, eptertain sanguine hopes they 
would, in great numbers, accept of the i 
vitation to be put on permanent duty, 
the very best meaps to make them a goo 
military, force, and to exercise ourselves 
before the French come was the. best mos 
of enabling us.to meet them when they 49 
not only with a certainty of triumphs But 
also with a reasonable expectauion of ct 
ducting the contest with as little eflysgn a 
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pisible of British blood.” He, should be 
gud iif every volunteer in England could 
pot himself for awhile on permanent mi- 
| itary duty ; but that in the nature of things, 
wisimpossible ; there were many who could 
pot possibly so engage. He admitted that 
goch had been done already, but that was 
“qoreason Why we should not do as much 
more as possible. This wasa matter tobe con- 
fidefed most seriously. Comparisons between 
this and the last war were absolutely idle. 
The whole cf the preparations of France for 
javasion last war were hardly equal to an ad- 


vanced guard of one of its numerous posts at | 
He did uot disparage the merit of | 


present. 
the volunteers, nor was he insensible of what 
they had already dove ; he only enforced the 
mecessity of doing every thing that was in 
wurpower to meet, upon the best possible 
vantage, the enemy, and that in a few 
weeks to decide a contest, on which not 
the interest or welfare, but the ‘exist- 
@ceof this country, was at stake. Nei- 


ther did he wish to disparage the valour of | 


liscountrymen. He knew what men con- 
fending for their freedom and ez‘stence, 
warmed and undis¢iplined, could do; nor 
lad he any idea’ that the efforts of a whole 
people, such as Britons, would not be ul- 
timately successful, alihough they might be 
thdisciplined. He knew that every free- 
Man ought to be a hero in sach a contest, 
adhe was confident that few, indeed, a- 
| mong us, would disappoint the expectations 
their country in that extremity, should 
wecome toit. But that was not the ques- 
| tion. The matter for the consideration of 
the House was, what was the best mode 
for'meeting the tremendous and awful con- 
test; which must be expected in a few 


weeks, pon a rational! expectation of spil- | 
ling as little British blood as sich a contest | 


Cav possibly admit? The crisis was at a 
tettainty approaching, it would be our 
own fault it we were not prepared for it. 
Itwould be the fault of that House if it 
fhould not do every thing in its power to 
Prepare for it. No man in the kingdom 
Sight to have any reason hereafter to re- 
| Poach himself with negligence upon such 
@snbject. 

Phe Chancellor of the Exchequer desired 
{0make one or two observations which 
hehad omitted to state when discussing the 
en of the right hon. gent. He 
| Mist deny that experience shewed the ne- 
| Ssity of the measure recommended. He 
sheard of no complaints made by any 
| @tps, as to an insufficiency of internal 
titipline. He adverted to the provision 
Newith-holding a certain part of the pay 
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of the volunteers while tipon military duty,° 
which he considered as likely to tend, ina 
considerable degree, to the maintenance of, 
good order and discipline. This, in effect, 
went ‘to subject the vounteer to a thulct 
who should misconduct himself while under 
arms.—The question, being loudly called 
for, a division took place, when there ap- 
peared Ayés - + - - = = 26 
Noes - - <= * = 47 


; Majority against theclause 1°" 

The remaining clauses and schedules, 
&c. of the bill were then gone throtgh by 
the Committee ; the report was -received 
by the House pro forma, and the bill orders 
ed to be again recommitted for Monday. 








HOUSE OF, LORDS. 
Monday, March 2. 


Mr. Erskine. and Mr. Alexander. were, 
heard for the appellantin, the appeal Duke, 
of Queensbury,.v. MiMurdo,, To be fur- 
ther proceeded,on. on Wednesday.—Seye- 
ral private bills were forwarded in their re- 
spective stages, and their lordships adjourn- 
ed till to-morrow. 


—— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, March 12. 


[Minutes.]—Sir W. Pulteney brought 
up the Scotch Bank Bill, which: was read @ 
first time, and ordered to be read a secotid 
time on a day afterwards to befixed.=-On 
the motion of Sir J. Henderson, the Tems 
ple Bar Improvement Bill was read: a se- 
cond time, and referred toa Select Com- 
mittee. —Roydell’s Lottery Bill was read 
a third time and ordered to the Lords, 
Mr. Hurst presented a petition from-John 
Wilson, confined in Newgate for prevari+ 
cation before the Aylesbury Election Com- 
miltee, stating several circumstances in mir 
tigation of his offence, and praying ‘for 
those: reasons that the House would; have 
the goodness fo order his discharge. Tlie 
petition having been received,’ the said 
John Wilson, the petitioner, was ordered 
to appear at the bar of the House:on Wed- 
nesday next, in order to his being’ dis- 
charged. — A message was brought: from 
the Lords, announcing their concurrence 
to several private bills On the motion of 
Mr. Vansitiart, the Bill.for permitting the 
Importation of Raw Hides, &c. into Ire- 
Jand was read a third time and passed.—- 
A petition was presented from the trustees 
of the British Museum, praying for further 
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aid: “Ordered to lie on the table, Tt was 
moved, That there be laid before the House 
the different sums already granted to the 
Museum, which was accordingly ordered. 
—The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved 
the order of the day for a Committee of 
the whole House on the supply. . Moved, 
That the order stand over to Wednesday 
next. Agreed to.—The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer presented to the House, by his 
Majesty’s command, “An Account shewing 
the charge of the civil list, as estimated by 
the account laid before Parliament the 6th 
of July, 1786, and the charge of the 
same in the year ending the sth of January, 
1804, with the increase and decrease there- 
of, as near as the same can be ascertain- 
ed ;” ani also, “ An Account of the pay- 
ments which had been made on the ¢th of 
January, 1804, in discharge of the debt 
of the civil list on the sth of January, 1802, 
' shewing the excess or diminution of the 

Charges paid compared with estimates of 
the debt aid before Parliament ;” and also, 
* An Account of the debt of his Ma- 
jesty’s civil list, on the sth of January, 
1804, as near as the same can be ascertain- 
éd.” Ordered that the said accounts be 
referred to the Committee appointed to 
- consider of the charge upon his Majesty’s 
civil list revenue. 

(Excneauer Biius.] — The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer moved the order of the 
day for the Committee of Ways and Means. 
The Speaker having left the chair, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer rose, he said, 
in pursuance of a notice which he had for- 
merly given, to move the House for a vote 
of two millions on Exchequer Bills, for 
the farther service of the year. He moved 
for this loan, the right hon, gent. said, that 
time might be given to arrange the taxes 
to be raised within the year, and to give 
them as great a latitude as possible.—The 
House having resumed, the report was or- 
dered to be received to-morrow. 

{Intse Duties Briv.]-- Mr. Corry mov- 
ed, in pursuance of the order of the day, 
the Committee of the whole House on the 


Irish Duty Bill. On the question being put - 


from the chair,—Mr. Corry said, that on a 
former evening an objection had been of- 
fered on the measure proposed by this bill, 
founded on an idea that it went to affect 
the hereditary revenue of the Crown, and 
that, therefore, no measure of the kind 
could be legally entered into, without ob- 
taining his Majesty’s previous consent. If 
he had mistaken the grounds of the objec- 
tion he should be glad to be set right’; and 
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as he saw the right hon. gent. (Mr, Ponte 


in his place, begged to to be informed if he 


had not stated the objection fairly, «. 
Mr, Foster admitted that such certaj 


were the grounds. of his objection, and {9 


which he was still inclined to adhere. 


Mr, Corry admitted, that. the interests of 


the Crown were affected by the present 
measure, but wished the House to consider 
in what manner they were affected ; if it 
was not in the same manner as by similar 
measures adopted in this country, The he 
reditary revenue of the Crown took its 
origin in Ireland about the same period as 
in thiscountry, and is, perhaps, more ex: 
tensive there than here; he meant, he 
said, in its operation, The right hon, gent, 
here mentioned several duties. which were 
not known in this country. For the de. 
fence of the country there-was also an exeise 


inland and import, and for defending the 


seas, as it was called, customs had been 
granted. But it was not till the reignof, 
Charles the II. that any hereditary or pris 
vate revenue had been granted to the 
Crown, Inthe 14th and 15th of Charles 
II. duties had been granted for this purpose 
on teas and tobacco. A duty of 23d per 
Ib. on tobacco was granted to Charles I, 
Additional duties had been granted ‘also to 
William III. on the same article, but with 
a clause, at the same time, declaring.2f¢ 
per pound, as formerly, the hereditary 
duty, and were continued so til the Com 
solidation Act, in the 31st of the present 
King, when 23d per pound was againde 
clared to be the hereditary duty, and those 
additional duties were supposed to expire 
on the demise of the King. 3 
the King also a civil list was granted to:his 


Majesty, on the same principles as in this 


country ; and this civil list was consi 


as an equivalent for the hereditary: duties 


belonging to the Crown, and as accepted 
instead of them. That they might have 
the hereditary revenue in their own 

they entered into a contract with the Crown 
Whatever the amount of the hereditary 
revenucs might be, they thus reserved the 
power of increasing or diminishingy o& 
otherwise modifying them, After theeivil 
list had been thus established, other addi- 
tional duties were granted sessionally, some 


times for 5 years running. These weteat 


first granted triennially, when Parliament 
was triennial; and afterwards annually; 
but uniformly the same clause in regard to 
the 24d per pound on tobacco, as. the he 
reditary duty, was inserted, for which m™ 
consent of the Crown was ever asked # 


In the 31stof. 
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gwen. - For this reason the right hon. gent. 

ived, that the precedents of the Par- 
fament of Ireland would by no means jus- 
tify any objection of that kind that was 


prought forward. - In the 14th and rsth of 


Charles II. a duty of 6 per cent. had been 


jaidon tea. That duty continued to be 


levied ad valorem according to the old book 
of rates, till Geo. II. when a new book 
éftates was made out, and a new duty on 
tea, higher in proportion to its raised value 
inthe: new book of rates. This continued 
tillthe 7th of the King, when, instead of a 
duty ad valorem, it was enacted that a duty 
of 4d, per pound on the black, and 6d. per 
nd on the green should be levied. The 
duty on the whole might amount to 10,000l. 
put it was enacted that 7,3001. should be 
the hereditary portion dne to the Crown. 
This was done without the Crown having 
signified any consent to Parliament. To- 
bacco and tea were thus the only two ar- 
ticles from which the hereditary revenue was 
supposed to arise ; and in order that the 
hereditary part of the revenue might not be 
affected, a permanent rate had been fixed, 
that any deficiency might be made up 
tothe Crown, and that the surplus, when 
y might be applied to the public service. 
These annual duties, the right hon. gent. 
farther insisted, had even been continued 
three: different -times since the union, with- 
out any intimation from the crown. The 
tight hon. gent. (Mr. Foster). who had ma- 
those revenues, which were now 
entrusted to him, would feel, he flattered 
himself, the justice of what he had said. 
His recollection and greater experience 
would enable him even to corroborate 
more strongly his statement. But not only 
were the precedents of the Parliament of 
Ireland in favour of his mode of procedure, 
but those of the British Parliament also, in 
elation to the same subject. A. case per- 
fectly the same had occured in the 37th 
the King, in regard to the consolidated 
find, when it was enacted that a certain 


fixed sum should belong to the Crown, and | 


that the surplus: should go to the public 
Krice. The consent of the Crown on 
thisoccasion was not asked, nor was such 
@previous step deemed necessary to enable 

iament to proceed,—Should any gent. 
Owever, be disposed to attribute this cir- 


Gimstance to want of attention in the 


se, and still insist that it was a step 
Peviously necessary to obtain his Majesty’s 


| tisent, “he would by no means resist the 
aie nor could he have any objec- 
| Witte consult the Crown on a subject of 
Mis nature, 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer was of 
opinion, that his'right hon. friend was su ffi- 
ciently justified by the precedents he had 
adduced in his behalf. He had at any rate 
given the House an opportunity to investi- 
gate the proper mode of proceeding. For 
his own part, he was perfectly satisfied, at 
the same time, that should the Crown with- 
hold its consent from such a measure, no pre- 
cedents whatever could justify the House in 
their farther proceeding where the interests 
of the Crown were in any degree affected. 
But this consent might be given or with-held 
at any stage of the bill. It could not be 
learned from the title of the bill that thein- 
terests of the Crown are concerned, _ It was 
from the statement of the right hon. gent. 
only, that he had learned that the Crown 
was concerned in the present bill; and hav- 
ing learned this, he had applied to his. Ma~ 
jesty, and had authority to say, that his 
Majesty gave his consent in the most ample 
manner. 

Mr. Foster stated, that the duties on tea 
and tobacco were far from being prominent 
objects in his mind when he had started the 
objection. It was the interest of the Crown 
in general he had considered, and those not 
only as they related to the Jife of his present 
Majesty, but as they affected his successor. 

Mr. Rose said, that the House might, per- 
haps, not be aware of what was the proper 
mode of procedure on such an occasion, but 
it was certainly much obliged to the right 
hon. gent. for his objections on a former 
evening, as it had led to an application to 
his Majesty, the result of which was so 
agreeable to the House. The question cer- 
tainly was not in regard to the amount to 
which the Crown might be interested, but 
in regard to the principle. It was quite in- 
different whether it was 500 or 5,000, but 
whether the measure was constitutional. It 
was unconstitutional, he thought, that any. 
alteration should take place in the fixed re- 
venues withont a message from the Crown. 
Whatever may have been the practice of the 
Irish Parliament, such a proceeding was cer- 
tainly contrary to the practice of the British 
Parliament. ‘The'House may perhaps besa- ~ 
tisfied with this method of getting informar 
tion of the consent of the Crown, but he 
wished it to be understood, that, in his opi- 
nion, it was by no means the usual way, aod 
that nothing less than a message was consti- 
tutional. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was wil- 
ling to appeal to the House, if a- message 
was at all necessary on sch an occasion. 
Many instances such as this had occurred on 
grants, and on Committees of Supply, whers 
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the Crown was interested, and where the 
consent was not deemed previously necessary. 
But so far as the interest of the Crown was 
concerned, he again repeated, that the con- 
seat in question was fully given. 

Mr. Rose again begged leave to say, that 
in regard to the consolidation of the duties 
in 1797, the interests of the Crown were 
perfectly safe, and that the cases were not 
quite analogous. 

Mr. G. Ponsonby was surprised that on this 
bill no communication from the Crown 
should be thought necessary. When a bill 
of nearly the same nature passed in Ireland 
inthe year 1793, a message had been re- 
ceived from the Lord Lieut., and that mes- 
sage ordered to be ingrossed in the books 
previous to any proceedings of Parliament. 

Mr. Ormsby begged to remind the House, 
that in the 34th of the King, an act passed 
of nearly the same nature, without any mes- 
sage whatever from the Crown. 

Mr. Vansittart stated, that his principal 
motive in rising was only to say in regard to 
the heriditary interest of the Crown, that the 
act of the 30th of George II. was passed 
without any notice from the Crown. 

Mr. Foster was of opinion that, even if his 
present Majesty should be satisfied, it was 
necessary also that he should intimate his ap- 
probation and consent as far as respected his 
successor, or the interests of the Crown at 
large. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer begged 
leave explicitly to state, that his Majesty bad 
given the fullest consent, not only im regard 
to himself, but as it respected also the gene- 
‘ral interests of the Crown: but at the same 
‘tine he wished to state, that his Majesty did 
not mean that the House should be fettered 
in the smallest degree in their discussions. — 
‘The question was agreed to.—The House 
having resolved into the Committee, 

Mr. Fuster rose, and objected to the mode 
of proceeding which the framers of this mea- 
sure recommended, as it went to render 
taxes permanent which had been heretofore 
but annually voted. This was in his mind 
taking the Irish nation by surprize, from 
‘ which he was confident that a number of 
petitions would be immediately presented, 
it the merchants were aware of the nature 
of the bill and the additional taxes which it 
proposed to impose, particularly on linen, 
salt, hops, &c. He thought the measure of 
perpetuating the taxes objectionable, as in- 
volving an invasion of the rights of his Ma- 


jesty’s successor, also in point of time, as . 


the period was so rapidly approaching when, 
from the relative state of the debts of the two 
gountries a total revision of the taxes would 





become necessary. The right hon. gent, 


concluded with moving an amendment 
“ that the period for the continuance of ‘hinds 
taxes should be fixed, for the 25th of March 
1805.” a 

Mr. Corry observed, that to all which the 
right hon. gent. advanced, he had already 
made, in his judgment, quite a sufficient re. 
ply ; and, therefore, as often as such argue 
ments were repeated, he must be under the 
necessity of troubling the House with a re. 


petition of his former answer, thus imitating 


the conduct of a right hon. gent. who, when 
any motion or speech was made against the 
American war, always said, that he would 
read his American speech, which contained 
arguments to his mind of the policy of that 
war, arguments which appeared to him to 
require no addition. The right hon, gent, 
proceeded to state the superior advantages 
which the linen manufacturers had over the 
manufacturers of this country, every article 
belonging to that manufacture, except flax; 
being subject toa tax in this country, while 
all the same articles, namely, pot ash, ba- 
rilla, train oil, &c. were exempt from taxa. 
tion in Jreland. He complained of the spe. 
cies of observation used by the mover of the 
amendaient, as calculated to mislead and in- 
flame the public mind with respect to the 
amount of taxes which were. necessary it 
order to protect the very existence of the 
country. 

Mr. Burroughs agreed with the right hon 
gent. who moved the amendment, as tothe 
propriety of allowing time to the Irish mer- 
chants, and other persons interested, to in4 
quire into and communicate their opinions 
upon the different taxes. This was the more 
necessary as the schedule of those taxes was 
only printed and delivered on Tuesday last; 
since when even the members of that House 
had scarce had time to examine it. «With 
the general principle laid down by the right 
hon. gent. on the Treasury Bench, as to the 
justice of equal taxation upon the same mas 
nufactures of both countries, he did not 
mean to dispute ; but as it appeared to him 
the question to consider was, how~far the 
peculiar state of the manufacture in each 
country would justify the House in ecting 
upon such principle; and here it was mates 
rial to be recollected that linen was the staple 
trade of Ireland. hog 

Mr. Corry said, that the schedule. of the 


taxes laid before Parliament last session wa ” 


very generally circulated, among ‘the. met 
chants in Ineland; but he was. ready to ad 


mit that there was some difference between 


that and the schedule now before theOom 
mittee. 2 ge aR 
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. Lord Castlereagh recommended, that time 
should be taken to examine and compare 
‘the schedule now before the Committee with 
that of last year, which his right hon, friend 
had stated to have been circulated among the 
persons interested io the taxes referred to; 
god if any substantial difference should be 
found to exist he was sure that his hon. friend 
would be as willing as any member of the 
House, to press the adoption of the bill.un- 
til the Jrish merchants should have fuil op- 
portunity to canvass the merits, and to state 
their opinions upon every part of the sche- 
dule; at the same time he begged to call to 
the recollection of gentlemen, that 3 years 
had now nearly elapsed since it was knowo 
tobe in contemplation to render those taxes 
perpetual, that is to say, to assimilate the 
concerns of the Irish revenue to the practice 
which prevailed in this country, and to the 
soundness of the principle, he conceived, 
that no objection could be offered, for either 
the proposed annual review of those taxes 
‘most be a mere parade, or the public credi- 
tormust be, in a great measure, insecure, 
The noble lord then moved, that the chair- 
man should be directed to report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again. 

Mr, G. Ponsonby expressed his hope that 
that postponement was a prelude to the 
abandonment altogether of this obnoxious 
plan of taxation. 

Mr. Fox said, that if it was intended to 
tender those taxes perpetual, nothwithstand- 
jog all that had been urged to the contrary, 
the House might as well come to a vote on 
the subject this night; but if the porposed 
delay was merely a temporary retreat, from 
aconsideration that it would be more de- 
corous to give apparent time for the consider- 
ation of the schedule, and that the time of 
the House was meant to be again occupied 
with the same discussion, he could not for- 
bear to. condemn such an expedient. 
~ The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that no gent. was intitled to assume from 
ay thing that had fallen from his noble 
fyiend, that it was at all intended to abandon 
the proposed assimilation of the mode of 
faxation in Ireland, with that-which existed 
inthis country. The only delay proposed in 

progress of the measure was until to- 
Morrow, and the only motive of that delay 

Was to give an opportunity to bis right hon, 
fiend (Mr. Corry), to compare the two 
Sehedules for the purpose described by his 
‘Roble friend. 
©Mr. Jobn Latouch pressed strongly for 
forther time, from a sense of duty to a great 

| Poportion of bis constituents, the merchants 
#Dablin, who were particularly interested, 





[846 


and whose opinion ought to be consulted 
before such a bill were suffered to pass the 
House. The motion was agreed to that the 
Chairman should report progress, and ask 
leave to sit again to-morrow. The House 
resumed, and the Chairman obtained leave 
accordingly. 

[Vorunterr Consoxipation Brux.] 
Mr. Secretary Yorke moved, that this bill be 
re‘committed. The right hon. gent. pro- 
posed several verbal amendments, which 
were agreed to.—On the clause for allowing 
commanding officers of corps to discharge 
men for certain specified clauses, Mr. Secre- 
tary York proposed, that after these spccifi- 
cations these words should be added, “ or 
for other good causes.” The right hon. gent. 
observed, that this power of dismissal is only 
to belong to volunteer officers while in a 
disembodied state, but that when they shail 
be called into actual service, their comman- 
ders shall have only the same power which- 
belongs to the colonels of regular regiments. 
He proposed that in case any volunteer shall 
be aggrieved by unjust dismissal, he shail 
have the power of appeal to his Majesty, 
with whom it shall rest, if sufficient grounds 
appear, to order a court of inquiry to be 
summoned on the case by the lord lieut. of 
the county in which the corps'of the appel- 
lant may reside, and upon the result of such 
inquiry shall depend the confirmation or re- 
jection of the dismissed volunteer ; the lord 
lieut, to have the reinstating the man ia his 
corps, if the judgment of the court of inquiry 
should be in favour, and also the power if 
he see fit to remove the officer, the latter 
subjected to his Majesty's approbation. 

Mr, Fox renewed his objection to this 
clause, as conferring too great. a power upon 
the commanders of volunteer corps, by en- 
abling them in effect to press men into the: 
militia or army of reserve, for the most 
trifling cause. The idea of-a vindictive 
court of inquiry, to be obtained by the means 
proposed, he considered as not at all a suf- 
ficient protection to the volunteers against 
the abuse of this extraordinary power. The 
dismissal ought, in his judgment, to be pre- 
ceded rather’ than followed bya court o 
inquiry. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer argued that 
the power which the clause proposed te 
confer was great, but he contended that the 
court of inquiry, described by his right hon. 
friend, would be a sufficient cheek upon the 
exercise of that power, 

Mr. Ward thought that the amendment ot 
** other good causes,” rendered the specifica. _ 
tions which preceded them aliogether super. 
Ruous. 
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Lord Castlereagh considered the mode of 
appeal proposed the best that offered. As to 
the principle of allowing commanding of- 
ficers of volunteer. corps, the power. of dis- 


charging their‘ men, the colonels of all the. 


regiment io the army had a similar power, 
and it was essential to military discipline that 
such a power shoald be vested in them. If 
a volunteer commander should discharge a 
man without just reason, such man could 
have his redress. 

Mr. Fox begged to set the noble lord right. 
The colonels of regiments had not the power, 
-of their own sole will, to discharge their men 
without any previous trial or court of in- 
quity ;- at least it was a power that was never 
known to be exercised.. The clause before 
the Committee, therefore, proposed to con- 
fer a power on volunteer commanders far 
exceeding that possessed by any other de- 
scription of officers. He argued that a vo- 
lunteer commander should be obliged to 
state his reasons for discharging a man, or 
otherwise the mode of appeal proposed 
against the abuse of his power, would be 
quite impracticable. He ridiculed the idea 
of declining, from the pretext of humanity, 
to make it imperative on those commanders 
t» state their reasons for dismissing any 
volunteer. 

Gerieral Loftus said, that in the course of 
his service he had never known an instance 
ofa colonel of any regiment discharging a 
man from the service on his own authority 
solely, as the noble lord on the treasury 
bench asserted. 

Mr. Pitt suggested that an appeal to the 
lord Jieut. for acourt of inquiry upoa any 
‘discharge might be. allowed, provided the 
discharge were for any other cause than those 
specified in the cleuse, namely, for badness 
of character, for instance, which was a good 
ground for discharging a man, although it 
would be proper, in such a case, to oblige 
the commanding officer publicly to state as a 
reason. The mode of appeal supplied in 
the amendment of the right hon. gent. he 
considered nugatory and objectionable in 
principle, 

Mr. Grey proposed an amendment that af- 
ter the words ** that it shall be lawful for 
such commanding officer,” these words be 
inserted, *‘ to summon a Board of Inquiry, 
who shall determine on the propriety of 
dismissing such volunteer, &c.” 

Mr. Secretary Yorke opposed it. He ad- 
mitted that the power conferred by the 
clause would be great ; but yet it was to be 
considered tlrat this was a great powerto sup- 
ply the place of many other great powers. 
This power, however, he begged to observe, 
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was not severe, It was exercised: dy 
the last war among the volunteers, sa 
it now excited so much objection, : 

Mr. Grey admitted that the power was ay 
new, but yet it was to be recollected thy 
the consequence that would result from th 
exercise of that power was quite new, ahd 
might be productive of serious inconveniengy 
to individuals.— After several other obseryj. 
tions, the question was called for, and ong 
division there appeared, i 

For the original clause 116 ‘ 

Against it - - + 69—Majority ¢% 

Mr. Pitt's clause for levying a fine not 
exceeding the sum of 5s. on those who may 
be guilty of non-attendance or misbel.aviog: 
during the time of their corps being tndy 
arms, or 1s. penalty if the party be exeiny 
from the payment of the poors’ rates, wy 
afier some discussion, rejected without a di. 
vision, val 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said that he had 
any other clause to propose ; he meant oti 
to move that the report be now ‘teceiyed 
proforma ; and he should afterwards mow, 
that the bill be taken into farther considen. 
tion on briday.—-The House then resumed, 
the report was then brought up, orderedty 
be printed, and taken into further consider 
ation on Friday next. i 

[Navat Inaurry.]—Mr. Secretary Yok, 
wished the right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) would 
have the goodoess to state to the House what 
were the papers which he intended to more 
for, in order that the object of the motion 
might be clearly understood. ten 

Mr. Pitt declared that he had no objét- 
tion to gratify the desire of the right bot. 
Secretary in that respect. He said he hil 
indeed already communicated the substaiit 
of his motion to one of the Lords of the At 
miralty, from whom he thought minisits 
might probably have heard it. It wi 
his intention to move for an account ofthe 
pumber of that description of force whith 
is best calculated to repel the attacksf 
the enemy at the present moment, that # 
have now in commission, he meant frigatts 
sloops, cutters, and all the smaller déseip 
tion of armed vessels which were capabled 
sailing’ in shallow water, and defending ait 
coast. He meant also to move for aoa 
count of a similar natare, with respettt 
that species of force in the year 1801, 4 
a view of comparing them together.” 
should also move for an account of 
naval force of the country of another a 
scription, namely, ships of the line, wil 
we had in commission in the year t ae 
in the year 1801, and also the amouit® 
those which had been Jaunched sioeo/tht 
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wriod, or which may have been laid down, 
building in his Majesty's dock-yards. Thé 
fomber of seamen which were employed 
im his Majesty's navy at those different pe- 
jods should also be an object of his motion. 
Bfipon the whole, as it was his wish to have 

‘wety information which could lead to a fair 
barison of the, state of our naval de- 
fence at different times and undef different 
droumstances, he could’ not positively say 
that it might not possibly branch out to 
‘her heads than those which he had already 


sated. 
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x _[Boxpetx’s Lorrery.J—On the motion 
for the first reading of Boydell’s Lottery Bill, 
. The Ear] of Suffolk rose, not, hesaid, to op- 
vl ge the bill, but he could not pass by the 
opportunity which it afforded him of warn- 
t only ing the artists of this country of ‘the great 














ceived @ injury which they were doing, both to their 
«move, @ owncharacter and interest, and to the in- 
siden. @ terests of the country, by the slovenly man- 
amed, @ gerin which most of the works of art in 
rediy & this country were now executed. He stated 
nsider- M itto be a fact, that in consequence of the 

) &f vety superior execution of the print of the 
‘Yorw, @ death of Captain Cook, by Woollett, and 
woul! @ of the Battle of La Hogue, English engra- 
e what @ Wings had risen to a high reputation on the 
» more Continent. So much was this the case, that 
niotion # for the former of these engravings, Wool- 

© @ let received between 6,000!. and 7,000l. 

bit @ and the revenue coming into this country 
bed from this branch of art, at one time ex- 
ye hal H. ceeded 200,000). perannum. By the sloven- 
stan manner, however, in which works of 
he A. @ ‘this kind were now executed, both the in- 
inistets @ dividual and public advantages had ceased 
it wi fooperate. He did not mean to apply the 
ofthe @ doctrine which he had now laid to~the gen- 
which n concerned in the present bill. Their 
cksof@ onduct and exertions, he was ready to 





fonfess, had been highly meritorious, 

“The Lord Chancellor said, that however 
Much he might disapprove of the practice 
Sfgranting privileges similar to those con- 
‘tined in the present bill, for the disposal of 
Pivate property, he, for one, and he was 
sonvinced every man, who heard him, would 
‘Mgfee in thinking that the conferring such a 
| Pivilege on the Messrs. Boydell’s, was no 
‘More than a tribute justly due to them from 
I Abeir country, in which they had been the 
th @ Pincipal instruments of improving, if not 
@ “ establishing the arts of painting and en- 
Paving. He was not prepared to say, that 
a sag earl was not unfounded in his ge- 
‘Vou. I. 
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nefal observations. He thotight, however, 
that part of the falling off in the demand 
for British works of art on the Continent, 
might be ascribed, without injustice, to that 
spirit which characterised a particular coun- 
try, of wishing to lay their hands on every 
valuable piece of art gratis, rather than fot 
payment.—The bill was then read a first 
tithe; . 





HOUSE OF COMMONS: 
Tuesday, March 13. 


{ Misutes. ]}—Two Committees were ap- 
pointed, the one to examine into the ac- 
counts of cloathing, 8c. for the militia in 
Great-Britairi, arid the other for. a-similar 


| purpose, with ‘regard to the Irish militia.— 


On the motion of Mr, Corry, it was. ordered, 
that the Speaker do issue his warrant, em- 
powering the clerk of the Crown to make 
out a new writ for the election of a member 
to represent the City of Dublin in Parliament, 
in the room of J, C. Beresford, Esq. who 
has accepted of the office of Escheator of 
Ulster.—A_ petition was. presented. from a 
number of the inhabitants of the county of 
Norfolk, complaining of the operation of 
the late duties’. upon malt. Ordered to lie. 
on the table-—A person from the Stamp 
Office presented an account of the sums of 
money in the hands of the distributors of 
stamps on the 25th January, 1804. Order- 
ed to lie on the table.—A Committee was 
appointed to examine into the statement of 
the amount of monies paid to adjutants and 
serjeant-majors of the militia, during the 
time of their being disembodied. — The 
American Importation Indemnity Bill was 
read a first, and ordered to be read a se- 
cond time. — The Irish Malt Duty Bill was 
committed, and ordered to be reported to- 
morrow. — Mr. Hawkins Browne, present- 
ed a petition from the executors of James 
Wright, Esq. late Governor of Georgia, 
praying for a remuneration for the losses 
he had sustained in that province. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer stated; that he 
was empowered to communicate his Ma- 
jesty’s assent {8 the reception of the petition ; 
but at the same time he would not pledge 
himself to any approbation or support Of the 
matter which was cuntained in jt. He then 
moved that a Committee be appointed to ex- 
amine into the merits of the petition. Ordered. 
—The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, 
pursuant to notice, for a Committee to in- 
quire into the propriety of making any and 
what difference in the duty to be laid on 
barley and big, the growth of Scotland, and 
that on the same seft of grain in England. 
3 H 
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He stated the different alterations which had 
taken place in the duties. of those species of 
grain in Scotland, from the time of the 
union with Scotland to the present period. 
He wished the question to be fairly investi- 
gated, and would not therefore prejudge it 
even so far as to state any opinion on the 
subject, but content himself with moving 
for a Committee to inquire into the subject. 
A Committee was appointed and ordered 
to sit for that purpose.—The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer observed, that he saw men- 
tion made in the Journals of different peti- 
tions which had been presented to that hon. 
House against the late duties on malt. As 
it was his wish that every class of his Ma- 
jesty’s subjects should obtain redress, if any 
grievance could be found to exist, he gave 
notice, that after the Easter recess he would 
‘move for a Committee to inquire into the 
subject matter of those petitions.—On the 
report of the Committee being read, leave 
was granted to bring in a bill to authorise 
-his Masjesty’s ministers to raise two millions 
by ‘way of loan on Exchequer Bills, towards 
the service of the current year.—The House 
went into a Committee on the Irish Coun- 
tervailing Duties, and the report was or- 
dered to be received to-morrow. 

(Ixise Dutizs Birz. }—Mr. Corry moved, 
that the House resolve itself into a Com- 
mittee on the above bill. On the question 
being put from the chair, 

Sir John Newport returned the right hon. 
member the most sincere thanks, both on 
‘his part, and in the name of his constituents, 
who had desired him so to do, for the very 
liberal manner in which he had attended to 
their interest, and made them acquainted with 
the different-duties which were to be in any 
manner altered by the bill. In other parts of 
Ireland, however, the commercial men were 
acquainted with the true object of the bill. 
‘He therefore hoped, that so much attention 
would be paid to the doubts, or even the 
prejudices of so respectable a body of men, 
as not to make the duties permanent in the 
present session of Parliament. 

Mr. Corry expressed the greatest degree 
' of pleasure’in having the. testimony of. the 
worthy baronet:and of the merchants of so 
respectable a place as Waterford, in favour 
of his conduct. There were other places 
also of the first respectability in that part of 
the United Kingdom which he thought had 
nearly an equal right to be pleased with the 
conduct of his Majesty's .ministers towards 
them; in the City of Cork, he knew that 
there was at present some difference of opi- 
nion with regard to the operation of the bill, 
but the opposition was there so slight that 
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he thought a very little reflexion or explany 
tion on the subject would reconcile the com 
mercial people of that city. The merch 
of the city of Dublin, indeed, were a 
of men possessing as strict honour as 
persons in the world, and whose capital was 
as great as that of any other class of his Mg. 
jesty's subjects in proportion to the trade of 
the country. They. had objected to 38 of the 
duties which were to be imposed by the 
sent bill, and government had conceded ing 
great measure to their wishes. There were 
only 4 of the 38 articles of taxation which 
remained unaltered according to their wishes; 
1. foreign herrings imported ; 2. foreign oil; 
that, however, was something lowered, 
though not ina proportion equal to their 
wishes ; 3. foreign hops imported in Ire 
land. These three were continued to be 
taxed nearly to the same amount as ministers 
had at first proposed, merely for encourage. 
ment of the British trade and British fi 
in preference to the commerce of a fo. 
reign country. As to the 4th article, which 
had not been attended to, it had been 
frequently discussed, that he would only sy 
that it was incompatible with the general 
policy of the empire that such a measure a 
that of taking off all the duties on the ex 
ports of Ireland should ever be adopred. But 
in order, if possible, to reconcile the differ 
ent commercial bodies of men throughoot 


all Ireland to the adoption of the present 


measure, he would, in the Committee, move 
for the addition ofa clause, limiting the do; 
ration of the act to one year. On account 
of the absence of a great number of re 
presentatives of different parts of Ireland 
on their military duty at this period of the 
year, perhaps it might be thought expe 
dient to some of the duties for 5 quarters 
instead of 4, as before the expiration of 
that time it might probably be in their power 
to attend in Parliament. 

Mr. ‘Foster stated theinconvenience which 
was likely to result from such an alters 
tion in the mode of collecting the duties ia 
Ireland. ey 

Mr. Corry then said, that heshould not consi 
der thathe acted improperly in moving tohaté 
those duties renewed at the end of the yeaf, 
for 3 months, before they were made per 
manent, if there was not a sufficient nul 


‘ber of members present from that part of the 


United Kingdom to which the bill referred 
—The House having resolved itself into’ 
Committee, Mr. Foster suggested, that 
would be more regular if the act wasll 
continue in force beyond the term’ of ti 
year, though the duties might be voted 
for the year. It was, however, ag ; 
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the House, that the act should continue to 
the 25th March, 1805. The House having 


resumed, the report was brought up, and 
adered to be received to-morrow. 





= 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Wednesday, March 14. 


~Counse] were heard in continuation re- 
live to the Scotch appeal, the Duke of 
Queensberry v. M‘Mardo, namely, Mr. At- 
totney General, as leading counsel for the 
gpondent, at considerable length, after 
which their lordships adjourned the farther 
pearing of the case till this day se’nnight.— 
The bills before the House were forwarded 
in their several stages. — Mr. Alcock, from 
the treasury, presented an account of the 
inonies issued by the treasury, for the ser- 
tice of the year 1803, with a statement of 
the disposition thereof. —When the accounts 
were laid on the table, the Earl of Suffolk 
observed, that he should -have to call their 
lordships’ attention to certain parts of them ; 
perhaps to some parts connected with the 
military. branch ; but certainly to the ex- 
penditure of the barrack department, which 
he conceived to be enormous. There were 
ilready, he believed, expended on these 
buildings more than two millions of money, 
and before the erections, now carrying on, 
were compleated, an additional million must 
beexpended. Heshould think it his duty 
tocall the attention of the House to this 
part of the accounts before them, and in 
ttder to enable him to do that the more ef- 
fectually, he moved that the accounts in 
question be printed. No objection being 
made to this proposal, it was ordered ac- 
gotdingly.—-A djourned. 
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> [Minyres. }—Mr. Cartwright moved for 
lave to bring in a bill for the regulation of 





|tiimney sweepers. Leave given. — Lord 


Masham reported from the Middlesex elec- 
fon committee, that Mr, Atkins Wright had 
Mtbeen able to attend the said committee. 
Mr. Atkins Wright was, after examining 
Sit James Earle, excused from attending. — 
Onthe motion of Mr. Hurst, John Wilson 
Wa brought to the bar of the House, where 
the Speaker addressed him, and after expa- 

on the enormity of his offence, in 

‘Ming the prime mover of the scandalous 
| "nes acted at Aylesbury, which tended to 
/Wiate the right of election, and the privi- 
ges of that House, and in prevaricating in 


. 
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his evidence before the Aylesbury election 
committee, informed. him -that. the House 
now deeming itself satisfied, had ordered 
him to be discharged on paying his fees. — 
Mr. Hurst then moved, that the reprimand 
delivered by the Speaker, should be entered 
on the journals. Ordered nem. con.—Mr. 
Corry. brought up the reports of the Irish 
duties bill, and the Irish malt duty bill, 
which were severally agreed to, and the 
bills ordered to be read a third time to-more 
row.—The neutral ships bill was read ase- 
cond time, and committed for to-morrow. 
—Mr. Vansittart brought up the vote of 
credit bill, which was read a first time, and 
ordered to be read a second time to-morrow. 
—Mr. Secretary Yorke, after observing that 
some iuconvenience had arisen respecting an 
act passed last session relative to the Irish 
militia, it having been passed at alate pe- 
riod of the session, and not reaching Ire- 
land till October, when several men had 
been already enrolled under the supposition 
that the provisions would be the same as 
those of 1797, he therefore thought it ne- 
cessary to move for leave to bring in a bill 
to amend the said act. Leave given, 

[Prorerty Tax.]—Mr. Gregor wished 
to be informed what progress had been made 
with respect to the property tax, and for 
that purpose intended to move for an ac- 
count of the assessments returned, to the tax- 
office ; if, however, there was any objection 
he should merely give notice of it fora fu- 
ture day. He also intended to move for an 
account of the sums paid into, and of the 
charges upon the consolidated fund, bet- 
ween the 5th of Jan. 1803, and the 5th of 
January, 1804, distinguishing each quarter. 
There was another circumstance on which 
he wished to make a remark, relative to 
the printing of accounts laid before the 
House ; it frequently happened, from only 
one copy of an account being laid before the 
House, which was immediately sent to be 
printed, that the members were, in the mean- 
time, deprived of all information upon the 
subject. He concluded by moving for the 
account he had alluded to respecting the 
consolidated fund. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
he saw no objection to the motion; but 
with respect to the other motion which the 
hon. gent. had mentioned, relative to the 
property tax, although he was not aware of 
any objection, yet he wished to avail him- 
self of the hon. gentleman’s wish to give a 
notice for a future day.—The motion was 
then agreed to, and Mr, Gregor gave notice 
of his intention to bring forwardthe other mas 
tion on Monday. 

3H2 
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The Speaker observed, with respect to 
accounts laid upon the table, that it would 
be for the-convenience of the House if du- 
plicates from the different offices were pre- 
‘sented, in order that members might obtain 
jnformation upon the subjects of these ac- 
counts whilst they were printing. 
{War 1s Ceyton.] — Mr. Creevey.— 
I now rise, Sir, in pursuance of the no- 
tice I gave some time since, to move for 
certain papers and documents for the 
purpose of information, and as grounds 
for further inquiry respecting the wag 
which the King’s government in Cey- 
lon has lately been carrying on in that 
island. I should not have presumed, Sir, 
to take upon myself the office of calling the 
atteation of the House to this subject, ‘had 
it not appeared to me of a very limited na- 
ture, and one lying within a very narrow 
compass, or had I perceived a disposition in 
any other gentleman to do the same thing. 
As the subject, however, now, Sir, has been 
sdéme time before the public, as it appears 
to me to be one of the greatest importance, 
as no gentleman has appeared disposed. to 
take it up, and as his Majesty's ministers 
have not thought fit to give this House any 
information respecting it, I have thought it 
my duty to introduce it to the consideration 
of Parliament. ‘As the House and the Pub- 
lic are not in possession of any official ac- 
count of the course or origin of this war, of 
many of the transactions which took place 
in the course of it, and of many of its effects 
and consequences, I will shortly state to the 
House such leading particulars‘as, from the 
information J am in possession of, I believe 
to be true. I am certain they are mostly 
true, and where I am incorrect the papers I 
shall move for will set me right.—From the 
year 1795, when we first took the island of 
Ceylon from the Dutch, to the end of 1802, 
dur government in Ceylon seems to have 
pursued its proper objects, to have confined 
itself to the possession of the coast and open 
eountries of the island, to the introduction 
of wholesome laws and civilization amongst 
the natives who live under our government, 
and every thing, I believe, during the period 
I have mentioned bore the strongest and 
most flattering prospect of improvement, 
‘We had never apparently. during this period, 
entertained the dangerous policy of inter- 
fering with the unprofitable interior of Cey- 
Jon, the woods and ‘mountains, and wild in- 
habitants of the King of Candy’s dominions. 
Some time, however, in 1802, it seems some 
subjects of the British government had pur- 
chased, in Candia, a quantity of the Areka 
nut, and which, in its way to our settlements, 


PARL. DEBATES, Marcu 14.—War in Ceylon. 





| 


Da sal: 


ce 


was seized by officers of the Candian goy 
ment. I have heard that such contracts) 
Candian subjects are against the laws of that 
country ; but, be that as it may, our govern. 
ment claimed the property, and it was agteed 
to be restored, or the value to be. paid for jt 
—the value, I believe, was £300; certainly 
not more, and the first difference between 
the English and the Candian governments 
was, whether this sum of £300 should: be 
paid instantly or at the expiration of a fey 
months; the real cause, therefore, of the 
war which was about to take place, .was the 
difference between the prompt and protragt. 
ed payment of £300, It was in this tram. 
action that our national honour was gup. 
posed to be involved, for this our govem. 
ment left its useful occupation, and put all 
the troops in Ceylon in motion to chastise 
the King of Candy, to invade hig dominions, 
and seize his capital. It is, perhaps, neges. 
sary for me here to state, that the King of 
Candy's dominions are composed princip 
of woods and mountains, affording no posts 
ble object for any rational enterprise, situat- 
ed in a climate the most fatal to Europeans, 
and that his capital is in the heart of hig 
dominions. Some time in January; 1808, 
this war began,.and in a very short: time, 
and scarcely with the loss of ten men killed 
in battle, we penetrated as far as Candy, 
which we took, and found the King was 
fled ; so far we were all successful, but then, 
Sir, came, what our government of Ceylon 
knew must come, that dreadful malady the 
jungle fever, that forever infests the interior 
of Ceylon, and forever destroys the inhabi- 
tants of Europe. This fever, Sir, upon this 
occasion, destroyed hundreds upon hundreds 
of our troops in Candia; of the 5ist regi: 
ment alone above 300 perished, of the 19th 
regiment 170, besides the 200 of the same 
regiment who were afterwards murdered. 
One should have thought, Sir, as we had 
thus displayed our power by the seizure of 
the King“of Candy's capital, and putting the 
King to flight, as we had paid so dearly for 
it in the death of our soldiers, and as’ the 
country presented no object worthy of ouf 
possession, that our government would have 
instantly withdrawn the surviving ity 
but it seems, Sir, our governor was not 
termined to play a great part in the politits 
of the Candian government—for this pur 
pose he left.a garrison in Candy to secure 
success to our intrigues, and from this jm 
. ridiculous and contemptible interference 
our’s in the affairs of Candy, come all the 
. dreadful and ‘disastrous consequences We 
since haye heard of. We first dethrone 
the reigning monarch, and put upoo, bi 
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throne. a new king of our own choice, a 
- gerson so unskilfully selected for that pur- 
| ose, so universally odious to the Candians, 
hat we finally withdrew him, and he has 
gince been murdered on account of our par- 
fality to him* and his own presumption. 
Me then, Sir, resolved upon changing the 
(andian monarchy into an aristocracy, and 
we guaranteed a form of government of this 
wpecies, and put the first adigar, or first mi- 
Siver at the head of it. During all this 
‘fime, Sir, the garrison of Candy were daily 
diminished and enfeebled by death and sick- 
ness; there were only left of British troops, 
the 19th regiment reduced to 260 men, and 
a Malay regiment; the House will know 
w to appreciate the climate of Candy 
hen I state to them, that of the 200 of the 
joth regiment, 160 were sick in their cots 
and perfectly disabled, At this period, Sir, 
the town of Candy was surrounded, I have 
heard, by 20,000 Candians—certainly, I be- 
lieve, by not less than 10,090. Our troops 
cot off from all provisions, reduced by death 
and sickness as | have mentioned, and the 
Malay regiment beginning to desert, sur- 
tendered, and laid down their arms. The 
termination of this dreadful tragedy we all 
know; upwards of twenty British officers, 
with the 200 unfortunate troops of the 19th 
fegiment were, led out two by two in the 
streets of Candy, and there, by the orders of 
the very adigar we had guaranteed in his 
overnment, they were knocked on the head, 
and had their throats cut, and this not even 
with the exception of the 160 sick men of 
the 19th, who were dragged from their cots 
and murdered, About the same period all 
our fortresses in Candia were attacked, all 
the garrisons compelled to. evacuate them, 
| and all the sick in those fortresses were left 
‘and murdered. Thus ended, Sir, our inva- 
sion of Candia; it begun in January, and 
before the end of June our invading army 
was all either expelled, had died, or were 
murdered. From the date of the event I 
lave last alluded to, the destruction of our 
ge in Candia, to the latest aceounts I 
ve seen, which are dated in September 
last, the situation of the island became every 
diy more alarming; the Candians elated 
With the expulsion and destruction of the 
British had, in immense numbers, invaded 
or settlements from one end of the island 
fo the other, and, according to the latest ac- 
nts, had left us nothing but oar forts. 

dhe ‘natives or coolies who live under our 
‘fominion, men of the most ferocious na- 
tures, encouraged by the example and suc- 
of the Candians, were beginning to 
oy the most alarming spirit of disaffec- 
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tion to us; such of the King’s.treops as. ree 
mained alive were s{ill under the influence 
of the diseases they had contracted in the 
Candian expedition;.and, in short, such was 
supposed to.be the danger of the colony on 
the continent of India as well as at Ceylon, 
that in the beginning of September, an ex~ 
pedition was fitting out at Calcutta for its 
immediate assistance, The latest letter that 
I have secn on this subject is of the 15th of 
September, and is from Madras; the writer 
of it states, as a most extraordinary circum- 
stance, that no tidings from Columbo have 
been received since the 4th, and from this 
and from other circumstances I have stated, 
expresses the most serious apprehensions 
for the safety of the island. Now, Sir, if 
this statement be correct, (and I any sure in 
most parts that it is so) it is, I think, a little 
extraordinary, that his Majesty’s ministers 
should never have communicated a single 
syllable of information to Parliament up- 
on a subject of so much importance; I ap- 
prehend the facts I have stated are. perfectly 
sufficient to induce Parliament to call upon 
ministers for the most full and minute par- 


‘ticulars respecting a war apparently so rash 


and so impolitic, apparently so destitute of all 
advantage, and so evidently fatal and dis- - 
astrous in its effects; it is the duty of Par- 
liament at all times to examine into and 
ascertain the objects for which the brave 
defenders of our country are sacrificed, and 
it is more peculiarly the duty and the interest 
of Parliament to do so at this present time. 
There are, Sir, likewise, circumstances con- 
nected with this war, and consequences 
arising out of it, that more imperiously call 
upon us to inquire into the conduct of the 
governor, and which I will briefly state to 
the House. When we first took possession 
of Ceylon it was not the least of our advan- 
tages, that we took with it all. the experi- 
ence of the preceding settlers, the Dutch. 
The Dutch bad made this particular experi- 
ment of subduing the Candians over and 
over again, they had twice, with as little 
loss as ourselves, seized the capital and ex. 
pelled the King, but on every occasion their 
army was finally destroyed by the same 
causes which have destroyed ours. It is sin- 
gular, Sir, that on one occasion the precise 
calamity which has lately befallen our gar- 
rison at Candia befell the Dutch. The Dutch 
garrison at Candia were compelled to capi- 
tulate, and, on their march, and within two 
days journey of Columbo were, to the 
amount of 400 men, all murdered. The 
effect of these experiments upon the Dutch 
was to convince them, that all attempts up- 
on the interior of Candia-were not only 





859] 


fruitless, but fatal to themselves; and, ac- 
cordingly, for the last twenty years of their 
settlement in that island, such projects were 
never again, sepeated. The present governor 
of Ceylon was in possession of these facts, 


and of this experience, before he doomed: 


our soldiers to such inevitable destruction ; 
they are recorded in a very valuable and in- 
teresting account of Ceylon, written by an 
officer of the army we first sent there, and 
the materials for which history were collect- 
ed under the immediate eye of the governor, 
¥ wish, Sir, the writer of that history had 
been more correctly prophetic, when he 
says, “our government will, doubtless, avoid 
“ the errors of former European masters of 
* Ceylon, who wasted, unprofitably, in vain 
* attempts to subdue the natives, that time 
** and those resources which might have 
* rendered this island one of the most va- 
*¢ Juabte colonies in the world.”"—With re- 
spect to the consequences of this war (inde- 
pendent of the unprofitable termination of 
it, and the mortification we must feel at 
having our brave troops apparently so idly 
sacrificed) they are really, Sir, of the most 
alarming nature. I need scarcely remind 
the House of the contiguity of Ceylon to the 
continent of India. India is allowed to be 
the great object of French ambition; we act 
upon this supposition in all our political cal- 
culations; it is with reference to this that 
Ceylon derives its greatest importance as a 
conquest ; it is with reference to India that 
the harbour of Trincomalé is beyond all 
value ; and yet, Sir, with a war carrying on 
in India on an enormous scale, with a 
French squadron in the Indian seas full of 
troops, so often said to be captured, but 
still unaccounted for, with the French ports 
full of vessels and troops ready for expedi- 
tions, with a necessity at home for our regu- 
lar army, more urgent than was ever known, 
and with that regular army more than ever 
 meglected, we are placed in the distressing 
dilemma, that we must either, by with-hold- 
ing assistance from the government of Cey- 
Jon, endanger our possession of that most 
important colony, or we must, in this hour 
of need and necessity, deprive ourselves of 
a part of our most valuable and most rare 
species of defence. I am informed, Sir, 
that 1000 troops of the line are now embark- 
ing, or have embarked already, for Ceylon. 
I am sure such supply is necessary for the 
security of the colony; but I ask the House 
if they will permit the country to make so 
important a sacrifice without a full and most 
minute enquiry into what has caused the ne- 
cessity for so unfortunate a measure. Sir, 
there is another most dreadful consequence 
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of this war; after the little discretion oup 
government has hitherto shewn in going ig 
war for apparently so trifling an object, [ am 
afraid when the passions and resentment of 
our countrymen are roused by the recollec. 
tion of what has lately passed at Candy, |” 
‘am afraid that any prospect of peace with 
these Candians is very remote, I am aftaid 
we are doomed to an internal war with this 
race of people, and that Ceylon, instead of 
being the valuable acquisition it is so Natus 
rally made for, will prove only to be the 
grave of our armies. I do hope, Sir, that 
ministers in their dispatches to the governor 
wil] not fail to remind and to press upen him 
the past experience of this island; I ho 
Sir, they will remind him of that great lesson 
for all Europeans, the late fate of St. Da 
mingo. As long, Sir, as the natives of Candig 
or St. Domingo shall possess the local advan. 
tages they now de; as long as the inhabitants 
of Europe shall be subject to the diseases 
they now are, I believe, Sir, that all our at. 


_ tempts to subdue the natives of these coun- 
‘tries must prove not only fruitless but fatal 


to ourselves, I think, Sir, if this war shall 
appear to have been as rank aud impoliticin 
its origin and commencement, and as calas 
mitous in its consequences as I have stated it 
to be, I think the opinion of this House will 
be, that there is abundant matter for enquiry 
into this subject. There are too, Sir, trans. 
actions of this war that I have touched upon. 
before, which I apprehend the House must 
likewise think call for particulary enquiry: 
I allude to our interference in the politics of 
Candy ; to our dethroning and making of 
princes and new forms of goveroment: in 
that country. If, Sir, we are really in earns 
est when we profess our respect for establishes 
ed governments, and our abhorrence of all 
usurpations; if we really wish for any chae 
racter of consistency in the eyes of Europe, 
upon this important subject; it is high time 
that we bestow some criticism upon the very 
singular transactions of our colonial govery 
nors. I am not aware, Sir, of any other 
reasons I can adduce in support of the en- 
quiry I wish to be instituted; but before f 
conclude, Sir, I beg to advert to a very cruel 
and unfeeling account that has lately been: 
published by his Majesty's ministers, pure’ 
porting to be a dispatch from the govert=, 
ment of Ceylon, and giving an account of 
the murder of our garrison at, Candy. This 
letter, Sir, is an attempt to account for the, 
final disasters of this war, and which rest. 
entirely with the governor by insinuations: 
the most fatal to the honour and character of 
a British officer who has fought and whohat 
perished in the service of his country; and 
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this, Sir, in the absence of any species of 
féstimony on which such insinuation could 


jefounded. I do entreat this House, on be- 


half of the character of this most unfortunate 
dficer, to recollect how he was situated :— 


‘there were only 200 British troops, 160 of 


those were sick in their beds; the remaining 
40, I presume, were not very healthy, they 
ere surrounded by at least 10,000 Candi- 
ans, they were cut off from provisions, and 
they were 60 miles from our nearest settle- 


| ment: in this situation they were ordered 


by our new ally, the First Adigar, to lay 


| down their arms, and they were deserted by 
| the Malays in‘our service. 
| Pilieve it to be physically possible that these 
49 men, so unhappily circumstanced, could 
faye cut their way through all these difficul- 


Does any man 


fies? Of this, at least, we may be certain, 
that had they attempted so to do, the 160 
who were sick would have been murdered. 
[contend, then, that if in the absence of all 


testimony respecting the conduct of this un- 


fortunate officer, we allow ourselves to spe- 
edlate upon his motives, we are bound. in 
fimess to believe, that he was influenced 
: very natural and generous sympathy for 
this great majority of his sick and helpless 
fellow-soldiers, and that in acting as he did, 
he consulted what he conceived to be the 
best, not only for himself alone, but for the 
whole garrison of Candy.— Mr. Creevey con- 
tladed by moving for “ Copies of all papers, 
letters, and dispatches, from his Majesty's 
governor of Ceylon to the government of 
Candia in that island, and from the Candian 
government to his Majesty’s governor re- 
specting the cause or origin of the war in 
Ceylon: 2. Copies of all correspondence, be- 
tween his Majesty’s governor of Ceylon and 
officers commanding his Majesty's troops in 
that island during the war in Ceylon: 3.Cce 
Wes all treaties entered into between his 
Majesty's governor of Ceylon and the Can- 
dian government: 4. All the returns of his 
Majesty's forces in Ceylon, from the first of 
January, 1803, to the present time.”—On 


| Ge first motion being put, 


Lord Castlereagh said, he should trouble the 
House with as few words as possible, as 
When the papers were laid before the 
House, they would then have an oppor- 
tunity of ‘forming an opinion upon the sub- 
Jett. He assented to the gencral prin- 
tiple, that. when a war was en:ered into in 
tay part of our colonial possessions, unless 
4 could state some reason of expediency 
not producing such information, that 
fatliament had a right to possess itself of 


Minformation with respect to the origin 
‘Md causes of that war, To this point the 
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present motion went, and so far he had no. 
objection; but he should ar a object 
to eny motion which went to produce in- 
formation as to the state of our force in 
Ceylon, as that would be shewing the 
enemy the number of troops we-had in the 
island to defend it, and might tend to in- 
vite an aftack. It might be also inexpe- 
dient to disclose the state of any negotia- 
tion carrying on in the island by the go- 
vernor. He only wished that no prejudi- 
cial impression might remain in the minds 
of gentlemen. The hon. gent. (Mr, Cree- 
vey) had stated the war to have originated 
in a dispute about property to the amount 
of only 3001. but the value was of little 
consequence; the Candian gov. had long 
demonstrated an hostile mind towards us, 
and the detention of property, about which 
the first dispute took place, was only one of 
the symptonis of that hostile disposition. 
The form of the motion was, he said, not 
accurate, as Ceylon formed no part of the 
dominions of the East India Company, but 
was annexed to the Crown; he had, there- 
fore, framed a motion which he would 
make, if the hon. gent. would consent to 
withdraw his, He concluded by reading 
his motion, * that an humble address be 
presented to his Majesty, praying that his 
Majesty would be graciously pleased to 
order to be laid before the House, copies 
or extracts of such letters and papers as 
had been received from the hon, Frederick 
North, governor of Ceylon, relative to the 
causes of the hostilities which had taken 
place between his Majesty’s gov. and the 
King of Candy,”—-—Mr. Creevey having 
consented to withdraw his motion, the 
motion of Lord Castlereagh was agreed to. 

Mr. Creevey then moved for copies of all 
dispatches and letters from the governor of 
Ceylon to the British officers employed 
there, and from the latter to the former. 

Lord Castlereagh objected to this motion, 
as calling for information which it would be 
inexpedient to produce, and therefore 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. Fox was utterly astonished at the 
language held by the noble lord as to the 
aren of this paper. The noble lord 
had asserted that a time would come when 
no objection could exist to the production 
of the paper; but had he given the least 
argument against its prodtction at the pre- 
sent moment? Had he offered a single tittle 
of reason to prove that the present time was 
not the fit moment for its being laid before 
Parliament ? Was it a matter undeserving 
of instant inquiry, that @ part of our force 
in Ceylon had sustained not only disaster, 





But disgrace ; that blame had been thrown 
on the conduct of the officer who com+ 
manded,.that party of troops by the go- 
vernor of the settlement: and that no do- 
cument was before Parliament, to enable 
them to ascertain, whether such an impu- 
tation was or was. not well founded? He 
could not conceive a stronger ground of 
Parliamentary inquiry than that laid down 
- by his hon, friend, [t was really extraor- 
dinary to hear ministers resisting the pro- 
duction of information on a subject where 
the necessity of information was admitted 
by every description of mankind who chose 
for a moment to exercise their judgment, 
If this was not the, moment for inquiry, he 
wished to know when that moment would 
arrive? Did the noble lord mean to say 
' that no inquiry should be made till the con- 
clusion of the war? If that-was to be the 
case, the grand object. of the motion would 
be lost. Nothing could then be gained but 
the punishment of the criminal party. But 
the great object was to prevent the con- 
tinuance of existing disasters. Viewin 
the: motion as founded on the clearest 
grounds, it had his most cordial support. 
General Maitland thought that the hon. 
member who spoke last had not fully un- 
derstood the force of the noble lord’s ob- 
servations. To him it appeared, that from 


the noble lord’s statement the production 
of the paper in question would be attended 
with inconvenience, and this was'a fair 
Parliamentary ground for refusing its pro- 


duction, If the description of the state of 
Ceylon was such as the hon. mover de- 
scribed it, he thought that the paper rela- 
tive to this matter ought not to be pro- 
duced. It could only have the effect of 
conveying dangerous information to the 
enemy. The first paper contained every 
thing now wanted, Atime for the pro- 
duction of the others without incorivenience 
would arrive, and he trusted that this period 
was not very remote, 

Mr. G. Johnstone was of opinion, that any 
argument drawn from the impolicy of giving 
information to the enemy was quite inappli- 
cable. If welooked to the situation of Cey- 
lon, it was evident that before this time, the 
war must have come toa crisis. Our troops 
must either have prevailed, or been expelled 
from the settlement, or destroyed. Under 
existing circumstances, besides, it could not 
be conceived for a moment that the French 
government would entertain the project of 
sending such a body of .troops to India as 
would endanger our eastern possessions. He 
was decidedly therefore for the inquiry. The 
noble lord had said that goyt, was in posses- 
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sion of very scanty information. This inig 
the.general complaint against the. governor 
of all our foreign possessions. They gay 
such unsatisfactory details as to the most im. 
portant events, that neither Parliament nog 
the public were able to form correct gpj. 
nions on.the subject. The motion was cal. 
culated to procure more information, and the 


| hon. member who introduced it, deserye 


the thanks both of the House atd the pub. 
lic. He was entitled to thanks for the mo: 
tion, and the ability with which he had de. 
fended it, 

Lord Castlereagh in explanation stated, 
that when he spoke of the scanty infotmia. 
tion of govt., he alluded to the unfortunate 
massacre of the garrison of Candy,—Sir, W, 
Geary strongly supported the motion, and 
Mr. Wallace was against it. 

Colonel Calcraft was astonished at the are 
gument of an hon. general on the other sid¢ 
of the House. That hon. gen. had resiste; 
the motion on a case which he himself di 
not allow to be inexistence. His argument 
was, that as Ceylon was in a state of weake 
ness, it would be improper to produce docts 
ments to establish the existence of this weak: 
ness. But even while using this argument, 
he had denied the existence of the case of 
which it was founded. He himself was de 
cidedly for the inquiry. 

Lord Henry Petty was astonished at the 
sort of argument set up by ministers against 
the motion. It would be a very curious sort 
of argument for those entrusted with the’ 
management of a ship on a voyage, when a 
proposition was made to examine her tim- 
bers or general state, to say, that such an im 
quiry would come much better after the 
vessel got into port. But this was precisely 
the argument of ministers on the present 
occasion. His lordship declared, that he 
doubted much whether there existed means 
of effectually carrying on with success the 
war in Ceylon; and surely it was at least 
prudent to inquire into these means beforea 
resolution was taken to protract so arduous 
acontest. He had heard a rumour that the 
governor general of India had determined 
attempt the conquest of Candy ; and. that | 
10,000 men were to be sent from the Com, 
tinent of India for that purpose. It behoved 
the House to know the grounds for the wat 
and the probability of success, before the 
lives of so many brave men were idly sacl 
ficed. He was therefore decidedly in favout 
of inquiry. r 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, a 
the papers already ordered would give soue 
cient information to ground upon thea 
ulterior decision as to the point whether le 
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yar in Ceylon-was undertaken on justifiable 
goonds.—The object, the causes, and cir- 
cumstances of the war would be explained 
Hp these papers, and if the House should 
in think that the war was unjust, it would 
becompetent for them to advise his Majesty 
joprevent its further prosecution. With re- 
to the statement of the noble lord 
tty) of 10,000 men being aboot to be 
gat'to Ceylon from Madwas, no information 
oftliat nature had been received by his Ma- 
jsty’s ministers.—The question was then 
loudly called for, aod the House divided. 
For the Original Motion.... 47 
' For the Previous Question... 5 


I ee 


/ Majority against the motion.. 23 
List of the Minority, 

Gower, Lord G. L, 

Geary Sir, Wm. 

Hamilton, Lord A, 

Hussey, Wm. 

Holland, H, « 

Hutchinson, Hon. C; H. 


Adair, R. 
petkeley, Hon. G.C, 


Barlay, Sir R. 


foiveric, Hon. E, 


bitdett, Sir F. 

ining, Rt. Hon. G. 

op, Charles Lawley, Sir Rs 
Coombe, H. C. Madocks, W. A. 
Cooke; 8. Morpeth, Lord 
Cavendish, Lord G. Moore; G. P: 
Cileraft, J. Martin, J. 
Craufurd, Colonel Dssulston, Lord 
Dundas, Hon, C. L. Ord, W; 

Dindas, Hon. G.H.L. Petty, Lord H. 
Dillon, Hon. H. A. Portman, E. B. 
puglas, Marquis Russell, Lord W. 
im 3 Sheridan, R. B: 
Spencer, Lord R. 
Sturges, W. 

St. John, Hon. St. 
Titdhugh, W. Wrottesley, Sir J. 
Fellowes, R. Wynne, C. W. 
folkstone, Lord Viscount Ward, Hon. W. 
Foster, Rt. Hon. i: 


“> Creevey, T. 
hee Deiincsone, G. }reciens. 
Mane arta War.]—Mr. Francis mov+ 
ti, that the 35th clause of the 24th of the 
King, should be read, viz.—‘* whereas to 
tue schemes of conquest and extension of 
Wminion are measures repugnant to the 
ig, the honour, and policy of this nation ; 
Wit enacted, &c.,” and then addressed 
mielf to the Speaker to the following ef- 
t—Sir, in moving to have this clause 
WW tead, | have two objects, Ist. to remind 
tle House of their own unanimous resolu- 
toa, on which the subsequent act of Parlia- 
Was founded; and then to “shew that, } 
motion which. 1 propose tosubmit to! 
ouse, I am governed by that resolution, 
gim at nothing but to inforce the execu- 
MMof that law, iIn this purpose, and on 
{ij ground, I hope for the support and con: 
tence of the Housé; because I do not 
i . be asserted by any map, that 
You. I, 


for; Hon. C. J. 
Foablanque, J. 


Taacis, P. A. 
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it is very right to pass laws for the better 
government of a distant dominion, and very 
wrong to inquire whethér such laws are 
obeyed or not. In my opinion it wold be a 
wiser policy and a safer practice not to make 
atiy laws, than to suffer them. to be slighted 
with impunity: - Habits of disobedience are 
very catching; and they are the more dan- 
gerous in proportion to the distance of the 
offending parties, and to the facility which 
that. distance gives them; to conceal or dis-. 
guise their transactions. I state these prin 
ciples generally, as a rational ground of par- 
liatnsntary suspicion’and inquiry, whenever 
the government of India appear to. be en- 
gaged in. measures which the daw prohibits ; 
and not at all méaning to affirm, that such 
measures, When they are thoroughly exa< 
mined, may aot admit of a sufficient justifi- 
cation. The business and duty of this day 
does not call upon me to accuse any man, or 
to affirm that: any thing deserving the cen- 
sure of Parliament has been done. My ob= 
ject is to inquire, and. then, according to the 
result of the ingtiry, to desist orto proceed, 
All I contend for, in the first instance, is, 
that a British governor who commences a 
war in India, is prima facie doing that which 
the law prohibits ; that his own act of itself 
puts him on his defence; that he is bound 
to justify on the case ; and that, untibhe has 
so justified his conduct, the presumptions 
are against him. All-the authorities. of this 
country have united with one voice to con- 
demi and forbid the carrying on war in In- 
dia for any purpose but defence, or on any 
ground but necessity, I ‘need not tell the 
House that the practice in India has been al- 
most uniformly, or with very: short excep- 
tions, directly opposed to the prohibition, 
While the Directors of the. India Company 
had any. power, they certainly laid down 
very wise principles, and gave very proper 
orders on this subject. When their power 
over their owa governors was found to-be 
insufficient, the legislature interposed, bur, 
as it appears by the facis, with no,mofe suc- 
cess than the, Directors. Since: the prohibi- 
tory act passed in 1783, I appeal to the 
House whether we have heard of any thing 
from India but war and conquest; many: 
victories, and great acquisitions, with only 
now and then a short interval of ‘repose, to 
take breath and begin again. There is ano- 
ther ground of presumption against the ne- 


_cessity and justice of these wars, which seems 


to me as strong and conclusive, as any pre~ 
sumption can be'before the contrary is prov 
ed; I mean, Sir, that almost all these wars 
are supposed to originate in acts of provoca- 
tion and aggression committed by the weak 
Y 

I 
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against the strong. The strength of any 
single Indian state at anytime, and now I 

_ believe of all of them put together, is not to 
be compared to the military power and re 
sources of the English. J do not say that 
these nations have no means of defence, or 
that the Mahratias, for example, cah do us 
no mischief; but that, considering the great 
disparity of force, it requires very clear evi- 
dence to make it credible, that whereas the 
disposition of the British power in India, is 
always, if possible, to preserve the peace, 
and to be satisfied with what we possess, this 
excellent disposition is never suffered to pre- 
vail because the Indian Princes are so restless 
and unroly, that we cannot, in common 
juitice to otrselves, refrain from invading 
them. The fable says, the fierce, rebellious 
lamb, would never suffer the mild, gentle, 
moderate wolf to be quiet : ifit was not you 
it was your father. These propositions may 
be true, but they require some proof; and, 
when the proof is produced, I shall desite it 
always to be observed and remembered that 
the evidence, that comes before us, is ex 
parte. We hear little: or nothing of what 
the opposite, and possibly the injured party, 
have to say for themselves. Ever since I 
have known any thing of Indian affairs, I 
have found that the prevailing disease of our 
governments there has been a rage for mak- 
ing war. The strong though ineffectual re- 
medies which have from time to time been 
applied to this disorder, are a sufficient 
proof of its existence. That individuals may 
firid their account in the conduct of such 
wars, I do not mean to dispute. But I deny 
that they are or can be for the benefit of the 
India Company or the nation, particularly in 
the present circumstances of the Company's 
affairs. In these circumstances, and in ac- 
tual possession of half the peninsula, you en- 
gage in a new war with the Mahrattas, the 


success of which can give you nothing but 


‘an addition of territory, which you cannot 
keep without an intolerable increase of your 
military establishments, and a perpetual drain 
of -all your resources, of men as well as mo- 
ney, and which you ought not to keep if 
you ‘could. “Wheiher the Mahrattas have 
united in defence of their country, or to 
carry the war into the heart of our best pro- 
vinces, as they have done in former times, 
“or with what loss or expense our success a- 
gainst them miay have been purchased, are 
questions on which we are utterly in the 
‘dark. By peblic report alone we are in- 
formed, that a war of great extent at least, 
and liable to many important consequences, 
is sow carrying on in india, and that no in- 
‘ fermation of it has been communicated to 
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Parliament. Sir, I can safely assure this 
House, that the Mahrattas, though not te. 
pable of meeting us in the field, or ati 
likely to encounter us in a pitched battle, ate 
nevertheless very well able to do us a preg 
deal of mischief. In the year 1778, the 
Presidency of Bombay . received and a 
their protection to a Mahratta fugitive called 
RKagoba, and mustered ail. the force, 
could collect to escort him back to 

and to make themselves masters of. thy 
place. If the expedition had succeeded, | 
do not doubt that the persons who were ep. 
gaged'in it, would have been very well pai 
for their trouble. The event was, that their 
army was surrounded, starved, and compel. 
led to capitulate. At some earlier period 
of the history of India, the Mahrattas have 
frequently crossed the rivers and made rapid 
incursions into the upper provinces of Bep. 
gal and Bahar, carrying universal desolation 
with them wherever they went, ruining the 
country, and making it impossible to co 
Ject the revenues. I know no reason, why 
they may not make the same attempts agai 
and with the same success. With such bo 
dies of horse as they can collect ata vey 
short warning, from fifty to a hundred thou 
sand in different quarters, they may pour 
into our provinces, over-run and lay wast 
the country, and then make their retreat 
with the same rapidity, without its being 
possible for us either to meet or ¢o overtake 
them. This is their mode of making wat, 
and it has always succeeded with them, 
They are the Tartars of India. In these-ite 
cumstances, J ask, is it proper or not that 
Parliament should know, why this war was 
undertaken, for what purposes it has been 
pursued, and with what success it has been 
attendéd; and finally, has it’ the sanction 


and approbation of the Court of Directon, 
‘and of his Majesty’s ministers ? I cannot bee 


lieve it possible.—If it should be stated, # 
I have some reason to expect it may, thet the 
papers to which these motions allude, have 
not in fact been received by the Court af 
Directors, that answer must silence me for 
the present, but I must say that, in anothet 
point of view, it will be very unsatisfsctor. 
The orders given by lord Weilesley, in conse 
quence of which the hostilities began on the, 
Malabar coast, must have been daied some’ 
time in June or early in July last. 1 beg 
the House to observe the dates : we arepow 
in the, middle of March ; so that 8 month 
and.a half must bave elapsed since the ordets 


were given, and no information receivedat i Cp 


home on that subject. This is a case which 
the act of Parliament has foreseen and p> @ 
vided for. ‘The words of the law are, ” 
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ca 
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thesame at large.” 


a PARL. DEBATES, Mancit 14.—Mabratta War. 


4, all cases, where hostilities shall be 


pois rced or treaty made, the governor 


eral and council shall, by the most expe- 
ious means they can devise, communicate 
iesame to the Court of Directors, together 


‘piba full state of the information and in- 
‘gligence, upon which they shall have 


nced such hostilities or made such 
yeaties, and their motives and reasons for 
Until it shall appear in 
widence that this delay of information di- 


ally from Lord Wellesley is not owing to 
mynegiect or omission on his part, lam) 


pind to presume that there is a fault some- 


where. Sapposing the measures in question 


ihoold appear, upon inquiry, to deserve cen- 


‘gre, that cause of censure will be greatly 


mavated by the neglect of sending home 
ba information on the whole subject.— 
Jam not able to foresee what sort of objec- 
tion canbe stated to the motions for papers, 
with which I mean to conclude. I rather 
hope for the acquiescence of the noble lord 
othe other side. At all events, I hope and 
aipect, that personal character, or the per- 
wnal confidence due to any man, will not 
be alleged in bar to this inquiry. At pre- 


‘witthere is no charge, and there ought to 


Mio defence. If 1 have laid sufficient 
gound for inquiry, we are bound to inquire, 
Iferimination should follow, it must be an- 
wered, not by character, but by proof. 
When an inquiry was moved for in this 
House, in ‘he year 1791, into the causes of 
the first war with Tippoo Sultaun, no man’s 
» eet stood higher in the estimation of 
thepoblic than that of Lord Cornwallis. 
Biti do not remember that any opposition 
ithe inquiry was set up on the score of his 
pesonal character, though none was-more 
peal respected. On the contrary, his 
Ath ministers met the’ inquiry fairly, 
Mthought they could not defend his con- 
diet better than by giving us all the infor- 
mation they possessed. I hope and I expect 


titthe noble Jord, now at the head of the 


ndian department, will follow that exam- 
» He professes to invite and encourage a 
@discussion of all Indian questions. If 
Mand if the motion, with which I am 
DW about to conclude, should be resisted, 
Think the House will be reduced to one of 
se two conclusions ; either that there is 
umething in the personal merits of Lord 


| Wellesley, which entitles, him to greater 
‘ifidence than was thought due to Lord 


Comwvaltis 3 or that there has been some- 
ig in_his conduct, to which no other de- 


fence can be applied but a favourable 
I move you, Sir, ' 


’ ion of his character. , 
“Mat there be laid before this House copies 
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or extracts of all: dispatches received from the 
governor general of Bengal, or from the 
presidencies of fort St.George and Bombay, 
as far as such dispatches relate to or account 
for hostilities, now or lately subsisting be- 
tween the said governments and any of the 
Mahratta pritices or states ; with the dates 
of the receipts of such dispatches.”--“« Copies 
or extracts of all the correspondence between 
the said governments. and any of the Mah- 
ratta princes or states, relative to the said 
hostilities.”-—** Copies or extracts of all or- 
dets or instructions sent to India by the 
Court of Directors of the East India Com- 
pany, on the same subject."—Qn the ques- 
tion being put from the chair, 

Lord Castlereagh rose. He expressed his 
approbation of the candid manner in which 
the hon. gent. had introduced his motion, 
and joined issue completely with him in re- 
gard to the general principle, that the cause 
of the war is a very proper subject of parlia- 
mentary inquiry. Independent of the acts, 
he was ready, his lordship said, to admit of 
the propriety of an inquiry, both as a matter 
of policy and justice.—But the question was 
at present, whether such an inquiry could be 
safely made in the present circumstances? And 
here he differed, his lordship said, very ma-~ 
terially from the hon. gent. Independent- 
ly of the disadvantages that might arise from 
such an investigation, during a war not yet 
terminated, on which he was not disposed 
to lay very great stress, he had stronger and 
very ostensible reasons for objecting to the. 
motion. The government were not in-pos- 
session of the circpmstances that preceded 
the rupture ; and, therefore, any investiga- 
tion of the kind proposed by the present mo- 
tion, must necessarily terminate unsatis{ac- 
torily, and to the’ obvious prejudice of the 
noble lord (Wellesley) to whom the govern 
ment of India was entrusted. Without hav- 
ing all the circumstances that led to the war, 
it would be impossible to form a proper es- 
timate of the case, or to do any justice to the 
conduct of the governor-general. The 
House must wait, therefore, till the neces- 
sary communications be received by his Ma- 
jesty’s government. Such a communication 
was soon to be expected. That it should 
have been made sooner was impossible, 
from the date at which the war took place. 
It had been said that the war commenced in 
the beginning of June, but instead of this it 
was not till the 6th of August that hostili- 
ties took place. The communications be- 
tween the Mysore and Poonah could not be 
effected in less than a month, and the latest 
communications received from Madras were 
of the first of September; there must b 
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necessarily many documents therefore, in re- 
gard to the preliminaries, of which governs 
mént could not be in possession, and which 
were absolutely necessary to do justice to the 
noble Jord’s conduct. He had no objection 
tg the principle, but he was not able at pre- 
sent-to comply with the motion. He was 
ready, however, as soon’ as government 
should be in possession of the necessary do- 
cuments, not only to comply with the mo- 
tion, but even apprize the hon. gent. as sopn 
as such dispatches are received. 

Mr. Johnstone was of opinion that, though 
the war might not’ fe commenced 
till the period stated by the noble lord, yet 
there must necessdrily be many ciftcum- 
stances previous to open hostilities which 
ought certainly to have been communicated 
to government. It was not of the Oth of 
August only to which he wished to look 
back, but to trace the war to its source. 
From the moment that orders had been 
given, to march the troops from the My- 
sore, the.commencement of:the war was cer- 
tainly to be dated. The very march of that 
army, he would insist, was against ihe acts 
and resolutions of the House as much as any 
event on the 6th of August. ‘The moment 
Lord Wellesley issued those orders to his 
army, he ought to have sent dispatches at 
the same time to this country, stating his 

- reasons for such measures, But he was ap- 
prehensive there was too frequently a sup- 
pression of documents. All the proceedings 
of the government of India oughtsto appear 
on the records of the Company, and be re- 
gularly transmitted to this country. Were 
this the case, we should at all times have the 
fullestinformation. He was afraid that the 
war had originated in aggression on our 
part, and was owing to that spirit of ambi- 
tion that had been too prevalent in India, 
and which particularly had characterized the 
government of the noble lord. But, what- 
ever be the issue of the war, he contended, 
it mustbe Uisastrous in its congequences, If 
attended’ with success, our empire in India 
must be as large as the two peninsulas, and 
consequently. ready to fall in pieces by its 
-own. weight. But, should we be defeated 
in‘ our attempts at aggrandizement, the most 
probable consequence is, that we shail be 
turned ‘out of India, and a period put at 
once to ourempire. Here the hon. gent. 
insisted on the power and influence of the 
Mahrattas. In our former wars-in India, 
our resources had been derived from the re- 
yenues of Bengal, which always remained 
untouched: but here the case was ex- 
tremely different. The revenues of Bengal 

would be immediately affected; and, in 
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case of defeat, or in case, which. wag ; 


at all improbable, of the enemy laying watig 


the country, 
fatal. 
degree, perhaps that of the Carnatic, 


the consequences might bg 


dispatches to which the noble lord alludegig, 
and for which he desires us to wait, may ig, 


all probability contain nothing. Sach yay 
the case exactly in the dispatches from Logg 
Clive, in regard to the Carnatic, ? 

Lord Castlereagh was ready to admit the 
importance of the communications in regg 
to the causes of the war ; but the end also of 
the correspondence was certainly equally im, 
portant, and absolutely necessary eitherty 
justify or condemn the conduct of the go. 
ior ae in his commencement of hop 
tilities, . 


Mr. Francis thought that reasong might 


have been assigned by the governor-genenl 
for the issue of his orders to the troops to 
march, which had happened two months pre 
ie to the period alluded to by the noble 
ord, 
the engagement which the noble’ lord h 
taken on himself to apprize him of the fing 
artival of the necessary dispatches, and beg 
ged leave therefore, at present, to’ withdray 
his motion.—The other orders of the 
being disposed of, the House adjournedtil 
to-morrow. fi 





HOUSE OF LORDS,, 
Thursday, March 15. 


Counsel were heard on Lady Marty Fit, 
gerald’s claim to the Ross peerage ; tole 
further heard on Tuesday next.—A conver 
sation ensued on the Irish deacons’ and priests 
orders bill, ‘in which Lord Ellenborough, the 
Bishops of St. Asaph, Ferns, Hereford, and 
the Lord Chancellor, spoke; after which 


the bill was ordered to be committed on thi 


day se’nojght.—Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.. 
Thursday, March 15. 
[Minutes.]—Mr. Alexander broughtap 


the reports of the committee on the Inih 
cloathing militia bill ; also of the ¢loall 
ing militia bill for Great Britain ; alsodt 
the bill for ascertaining the amount of pi 
for serjeant-majors in the militia; 
reports were receiyed. — On the motione 
Mr. Alexander, leave was given to bringit 


ms 





The present case resembled, in some. 


He was willing, however, to relpon 
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a bill for fixing the rate of allowance tom 
keepers for quartering soldiers —The mii 











subaltern officers’ pay bill, and the ship ely 





bill,” were committed, meme Mr. Ale 
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ght up the report of the committee on 
ge expiring laws’ bill, which report was 
saved, and. bills were ordered to be 
ht in, pursuant to the resolutions of 
ihe said committee. The Irish duty bill, 
fe Irish countervailing duty\bill, and the 
fish malt duty bill, were read a third time 
wd passed.—The two millions exchequer 
joan bill. was read a second time.—~Mr. Pitt 
we notice that it was his intention, on the 
jstopen. day, to mave for leave to bring in 
sbill, the professed object of which would 
fe to introduce some amendments in the 
y of reserve bill, as well as some other 
ovisions for the more effectual recruiting 
d@thearmy. He should wish to have this 
bilbrought in previous to the énsuing holi- 
days, ‘aud printed in time for its being 
taken into.consideration as soon as possible 



































eneral Maier the recess. “ Mr. Pitt, after a few 
ops to Mvords from the Speaker, fixed Tuesday 
hs pie MM yent; as the day for bringing forward his 
nel tion 

elyon Mr. Howard said, that he should move 
d had Mile second reading of the Croydon and 
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he fitt Portsmouth canal bill, for the purpose. of | 
d beg, Mi afierwards moving that the said order 
hdraw be discharged (on account of the import- 
1¢ diy Mat business expected to come on), and | 
ned till HH tat the said bill be read a second time on 
/ Thursday the 12th of April next. .Hav-. 
ingmoved accordingly ; 

Mr. Joliiffe moved, as an amendment, 
that the bill be read a second time this 
dy six months,” 

y Fit, @ Mr. Howard expressed his surprise, that, 
; tobe MA business of this sort, of so much import- 
sonver mee to the commercial world, the hon. 
priets fat, should not be willing that the bill be 
gh, the tered to the consideration of a committee. 
, an Mis. be thought necessary, in order that 
which @ fettilemen might have time to consider a 
on thi Msiness of so much importance to the 





lic, 

Lord 7. Russell objected to the progress 
ifthe biJl, on the ground that the total es- 
timate of expense amounted -to 800,0001. 
whist not more than 120,000]. of this money 
wes actually qubscribed. 

Mr, Somers Cocks strenuously objected 
a the bill's going into a committee, 
He allowed that canals were in many in- 
Wances beneficial to the public ; but, in the 
Pent instance, the House would look care- 
By how it gave its sanction toa bill which 
d to him to be contrary to every prin- 
fof propriety. Thesubscription money, 
ore than onesfourth part of the total 
ted expense, had induced a resolu- 
the proprietors that the canal should 
Pe carried farther than to Croydon or 
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thereabouts, until more, money should be 
subscribed, which was an acknowledgment . 
of sufficient weight, in his mind, to prevent 
the -bill being carried any farther through 
the House, as it was a sad principle, and 
not to be encouraged; giving encopragement 
to canals when there was no rational prospect 
of their being brought to a completion. It 
would be to afford a pretext for projectors 
and adventurers to introduce much mischief 
through the country, ubder such circum- 
stances. In addition~to- this’ objection he 
had to state, that the line of country through 
which the canal was proposed to pass would 
prove infinitely injurious to the landed pro- 
prietors, who, he believed, gave little or no 
support to this bill. 

Mr. Hurst wished that the House, by 
going into a committee on the bill, might 
have an opportunity of reconsidering this 
measure, and he believed that it was the de- . 
sire of that part of the country, through 
which it was proposed the canal should pass, 


| that the bill might meet with a fair discus- 


sion ; nor could the House come to a pro- 
per decision without hearing counsel, if re- 
quired ; and the examination of evidence 
both for and against the measure. 

Sir John Anderson said, that he rose to 
declare, as president of Christ’s hospital, that 
the property of that charitable institution 
would be materially injured were this bill to 
pass. He should, therefore, vote for the 
amendment.—The motton for the bill's being 
read a second time this day six months, 
being put and carried, it was consequently 
thrown out for this session. 

[Navat Ineuriry.] Mr. Pitt. — Sir ; 
as I have reason to believe that a part, and I 
must confess a very important part; of the 
information which it is my wish the House 
should be in possesion of, with respect to 
the state and. means ‘of our naval defence, 
is not likely to meet with any opposition on 
the part of his Majesty’s ministers, } shall 
not detain the time of the House. with any 
details or observations which do not apply, 
as closely as possible, to the papers that con- 
stitute the object of my inquiry. I shall, 
therefore, state generally the grounds and 
ends of the different motions I have to bring 
forward; but I beg leave to add, that if 
they are, as it will appear to me, unexpec- 
tedly objected to, I shall claim the indul- 
gence of the House, in explaining. more 
fully, and calling their attention to the im- 
portance of the information in detail, which 
I conceive essentially. necessary.tothe safe« 
ty of the country.—The object of the first 
motion I shall have the honour. of making, 
will be, an humble address to his Majesty, 
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«That he may be pleased to give directions 
to have laid before the House, an account of 
the number of ships of the line, ships of 
£0 guns, frigates, sloops of war, bombs, 
hired armed vessels, &c. in commission on 
the 3ist of December 1793,. on the 30th of 
September 1801, and on the 3ist of Dec.. 
1803, specifying the service’ in which they 
were respectively employed.” Gentlemen 
will perceive that this motion calls for the 
production of papers, distinguishing what is 
absolutely necessary for their information, 
the state of three different periods in which 
the naval means of the country’s defence ' 
were called into action. When the question 
is properly considered, with respect to the 
necessity of making great preparations, in 
order to meet with vigour and efficacy those 
carrying on by the enemy, and openly 
avowed to be intended against the existence 
of this nation, I believe it will be found, 
that the number of that description of our 
naval force, fit to repel the actual attempts 
of the enemy, is at the present moment much 
inferior and less adequate to the exigency of 
the danger, than at any period in former 
times. Shall I, Sir, detain the House with 
a tedious recital of the great and extraordi- 
nary changes ‘which have taken place, and 
which call for increased activity and exer- 
tion? Such an appeal is rendered unne- 
cessary by the actual state of things, and by 
facts which cannot’ be controverted.—If, on 
former occasions, we have been called upon 
to make preparations of defence in their 
magnitude superior to preceding cases; it 
does not require from me any arguments to 
convince the House, that in our present si- 
tuation our means of security should be 
much greater in a comparative point of 
view, and that in proportion as we are 
threatened, not only with the acknowledged 
determination of the enemy, but with his 
increased power of effecting an invasion, 
we should redouble our efforts, and be ready 
to guard against every possible risk which 
may be hazarded against our independence 
and happiness.—The next point to which I 
shall beg leave to call the attention of the 
House is, that species of naval force which 
is best calculated to meet and defeat that 
preparing by the enemy, to accomplish the 
great and favourite object of invasion. I 
believe, that at the commencement of the last 
year, it occurred to the lords of the Admi- 
ralty, that the kind of force best calculated 
to act against the attempts which might be 
made to effect a descent was, that more pe- 
culiarly fitted to display itself in shoal water ; 
and I have good grounds to believe, that the 
lords of the Admiralty, thinking so, were of 
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opinion, that it ought to be consider, 

augmented, But although they were of th 
opinion, in the month of January, 1803, yet 
I can state to the House, without the fear 
of contradiction, that only 23 gun-vesgely 
were provided for, as an augmentation tg 
this species of naval force, 5 of which were 
to be completed in 3, and the remainder jg 
6 months. I mean, Sir, that this provision 
against invasion was undertaken to be car. 
ried into effect in the month of Janna 

1804. Yet ofall the vessels likely to beem- 
ployed with success, this craft was, of ajj 
others, the most eligible, whether its means 
of defence and annoyance are to be consis 
deted, or the water on which it is destined 
to act, The lords of the Admiralty, con. 
vinced, however, of the necessity of em. 
ploying it, took some measures for an esta 
blishment of that nature ; and I am nate. 
rally led to inquire into the steps which they 
pursued to complete so desirable an object, 
They determined to have 5 gun-boats ready 
in three months, and the whole, constitu. 
ting 23, finished for actual service in § 
months. It is undoubtedly a very material) 
point toinquire why this augmentation was 
not thought of at an earlier period. Am J, 
Sir, torecapitulate the various motives which 
should have accelerated increased exertion} 
Were I todoso, I should merely restate 
what has been obvious to every man of com 


mon sense and common observation. In. 


the month of August, when we saw the 
necessity of augmented efforts; whem we 
saw transports for the conveyance of troopy 
collecting daily in the port of Boulogne; 
when we saw them gaining new strength and 
new additions, during the fine weather, 
the months of November and December, and 
when we knew that they had increased to 
upwards of 1000 in the same port, ine 
dependent of the armaments in Helvoet, in 
the Texel, in Brest, and other points of at 
tack ; what reason, let me ask, can be a& 
signed for the gross neglect which’ has taken 
place in this respect ? But above all, Sit, 
let me ask what defence can be set up fot 
this extraordinary conduct, when we wele 
told by government itself, that we wee 
threatened with invasion from day today; 
when we had, if I am not very much mit 
informed, reason to believe that 100 strong 
gun-boats were collected at Boulogne ready 
to convoy and protec: the enemy's flotilla’ 
assembled in that same port ? Io statingall 
these circumstances, it is hardly n 

for me, I think, to apply them to the sub 
under our discussion, Having, as 11 
observed, all these proofs before us, I 

to know, and I trust I shall not be 
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” s as asking too much, why we can have 
bly pot’ force to meet the enemy in his own 
hat way, 2 part of which is to be ready only in 





4 months, and ‘the remainder, the gréater 
ft, to be compleated in not less than 6? 







sels if we have been preparing for a consider- 
to Me abletime, with all the efforts of which the 
vere fm country is capable, an immense land force ; 





+ in Wf ifgovernment be serious in the notice which 
sion Pa given, and in the alarm which it has 
car. Mm difused, of the attack that menaces our in- 





dependence and even our existence ; if we 
me now ready to contend on our native soil 






em: 
f all M vihan enemy waiting for a favourable mo- 
ans fm ment to make a descent in that class of ves- 






onsis J wlspeculiarly adapted to cross the Channel ; 
ined Thope I shall not be thought unreasonable 
cons [ jndsking, why the best and most effectual 





means of meeting and triumphing over the 
dager, have been so long suspended ; ‘and 
= al of our counteracting exertions, 
ithe naval department of our strength, has 
heen deferred for three months, and the 








eady #§ more considerable part has been postponed 
stitte MP forthe space of six months? This will 
in 6 @ cmstitute the object of the second motion, 
terial’ # withwhich I shall trouble the House, F shall, 





wt, thinking, as Ido, that it would bean 
unprofitable waste of time, undertake to 
shew, that the means of our national defence, 
vith respect to the use of gun-boats, have 
ben improperly osed ; and that when it 








com> # wisfound necessary to resort to them, they 
In @ veteonly attempted too Jate to be effectual. 

vy the Hi lhaenow to state what has been done in 
thecourse of the last war, when the occasion 





widess pressing, and the circumstances 








gne; Mverejiunder every point of view, of a less 
hand # imperious nature’: and I have to assure the 
er, fo Mi Howse, that if the proper documents be 
tyand HP yanted, I shall undertake to prove the truth 
sedto BH iithe assertions, which I may feel it my 
t, ine duty to'bring forward. Gentlemen’will, ‘fo 






impbt; recollect, that in1794,1797, and1801, 











of at Bit'was found necessary to augment the 
be a ime species of naval forcé to which I have 
) taken lisevening alluded, “What was thé con- 
1, Sir, fh ductof government at each of these periods ? 
up fot HAcousiderable number of gun-boats was 
were pi teady'in the two first periods, within 
, were Mitiweeks only; and the same activity of 
o day; Piparation was carried on with success in 
h mise ihe year180 1 , within the space of from 12 to 





Weeks, Instead of any exertion now, 
iulla to those iastances which I have men- 
pied; we are informed, that the greater 
ror our means of defence is to be com- 
Med within 6 months, and’ that a few gun- 
me Will be ready at the end of three. 
pts, Sit, am warranted in maintaining 
. te we have sufficient grounds for ‘a 
adi ’ 7 















PARL. DEBATES, Marcu 15.—Naval Inquiry. 





[87s 


motion to address his Majesty, that he might 
be graciously pleased to use additional vigour 
and expedition in preparing and maturing 
‘our naval means of defence against the ene- 
my’s armaments; for employing redoubled 
activity ‘against the danger with which we 
are threatened ; and for guarding the nar- 
row seas with more strictness and vigilance. 
These, it will not be denied, constitute ob- 
jects of true constitutional inquiry, and they 
form a most satisfactory ground for me to 
demand tlie information which I desire may 
be laid before this House.—In the like man- 
fier I also propose, “ that-an humble address 
be presented to his Majesty, for a copy of 
the contracts made, and the orders given, 
by the lords of the Admiralty, in 1793, 
1797, and 1803, with respect to the number 
of gun-vessels to be built, distinguishing the 
time at which each’contract was made, the 
period: in which it was to be brought toa 


 coriclusion, and the amount of the’sum to 


be’paid for the performance of it.” These 
accounts are the more important and mate- 
rial as they will give to the House the op- 
portutity of not only seeing the opinion 
of the lords of the Admiralty on the subject, 
but they will also afford the means of com- 
paring our naval strength in this respect, as 
it actually exists, with what it-was in for- 


-"met’ instances, -and tend most essentially to 


promote that end for which we cannot be 
too zealous in’ our wishes — the. security 
of the country. It is-not for me to anti¢i- 
pate the opinion of géntlemen upon these 
questions ; but most certainly no man will 
undertake to tell me, that this is not a proper 
mode for satisfying the House,, whether the 
preparations which have been made by his 
Majesty's ministers, in the direction,of naval 
affairs, have bedn commensuraté to the mag- 
nitude of the crisis in which we are placed. 
As the measures | have thought proper to 
touch upon aredecisively necessary for the de- 
fence of the country;' 1-will not fatigue the 
House with dwelling on them at a length 
that mast be aninstructive andtedious, There 
is, I am confident, no man who hears mec 
that is not convinced of the vast importance of 
these objects, which are superior in magni- 
tude to any that can occupy” our attention. 
They can receive no embellishment or iilus- 


~tration from auy words which it is ia my 


power to use, for they press themselves ir- 
resistibly on the minds of all-—Another ob- 
ject ‘to which I shall.call. the attention of the 
House’ is, -howéver remote it may appear 
to some, ‘hot less essential to..thé permanent 
security and happiness of the eountry:> T 
mean, Sir, hot what relates to: our present 
danger, and our actual exeriions, , but to 


> 
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what should be our system of conduct, even 


were peace to be. concluded, with respect 


to any farther war... It is a: consideration, 
let me say, in which not.only .our own 
dearest imterests, but. the interests. and 
destiny of Europe are involved. Next to 
the two first points which I have noticed, 
it remains with the House: to determine 
whether the state of our navy, at. the 
commencement of the. war, was such as 
to call for augmentation, or, diminution. 
In the year 1801, it was impossible to sup- 
pose that the navy did-not require:-moré-ex- 
ertion than in 1793, for every. thing -indi- 
cated that it was not so promising asia the 
beginning of the- former war. ~1have-no 
desire to, disclose the precise conditionof 
our present force, bat the truth is, that you 
were bound to make every possible exertion, 
and eyen efforts altogether unprecedented, 
to augment and repair your navy. at the be- 
ginning of the present war, front motives 
atrd causes which did-not exist in the com- 
mencement of the former war. « It is almost 
neédiess for me, Sir, to remark, that there 
are two modes -of: increasing our- naval 
sirength with respect to odr shipping ; the 
one by building vessels in’ the King’s yards, 
the other. by building them ia consequence 
of private contracts in the merchants’ yards. 
If we look to thé progréss of our naval im- 
provement for a*very- long. time, we shall 
find that no less. than two-thirds of it have 
‘ becn built in the merchants’ yards ; and un- 
doubtedly, it-is not necessary for me to state 
to the House, that which must be known to 
every person -convérsant with the subject, 


that building in the King's-yardsy in time of | 


war, is neatly suspended altogether. [have 
also to remark, what | am convinced will not 
escape the. attention of gentlemen, that 
the great augmentation of our navy does not 
arise from ships begun. in ‘a period. of war,’ 
but. from ships which. have been laid upon 
the stocks bor several years ‘antecedent. 
During. the last war, | can. state, without 
the. possibility.of. contradiclion, that out.of 
24 ships-of the line, prepared. and: finished 


for actual service, two alone , were supplied - 


from his Majesty's yards. , What, conclusion 
then, it: may be said, do J intend to draw 
from these facts? I wishto.estabtish it asia 
system that should be acted upon, yh)! 
when the circumstances of the. times, rc 


quire extraordinary efforts, you should look ' 


to. the building of ships by contract, and 
that you should also look: io the augmenta- 


tion of your pavy, not in theyprecise mo- 
ment when necessily calls for,exertion, but. 


many years antecedent to the pressure of any 
uoforescen exigency. As to the difference 





{680 
of building: between the King’s and. the 
~Mmetchants yards, it was-evident. that no 
 Spaterial difference arose in point of expense 
since, io.the latter, the amount of the ex. 
pease -was regulated by public. advertise. 
ment, and the work was to be executed in 
the best miannéer. Now, Sir, if I amnot very 
mucli. mistaken, I am enabled to. state; shat 
since the present Lords of the Admiralty haye 
come ito office, only 2 ships of the Jing 


have been contracted for to be built jin the 


merchants’ yatds. .I mean to shew that, 
enteriiig on the present war, when our ng 

could not be in so good a condition as-at the 
beginning of the former war, every possi« 
ble means should have been taken to aug: 
ment and-strengthen it ; that it was)a pe. 
tiod which required greater exertions and 


“that only 2 ships of the line have been cop. 
tracted for 5 while, during the last war, out 


of 29 ships. of the,line, the King’s yards 
furnished but two.» But if the Admiralty 
be liable to cerisure for these omissions, if 
will. be found still .more so from. details 
which I.can pledge myself to prove. im the 
most satisfactory way. 1 have explicitly to 
state,’ that there are at this moment. docks 
and slips in the river: unoccupied, whichiare 
calculated for building 14-or 15 ships of 
the line. . When, therefore, all. these cir. 
cumstances’ are- put together, and fairly 
considered, I hope J shall not be tol, that 
they do not constitute grounds for an addres 
to his Majesty.—The next motion J have 
to make’ is, ‘* that there be laid before 
the -House a list’ of such ships as have 
been built in the King’s yards in 1793 end 
¥80l.” But if. gentlemen should thibk any 
information on this head might be the 'chan- 
nel of improper inteliigence to the enemy, | 
shalt feel it. my ‘duty to abstain from pres 
sing'the motion on the House ; for T-em 


aware that there will still be grounds sufi-.@ 


ciently strong to convince the House, that 
the constructidn of vessels in the »met- 
chants’ yards. is preferable to that whichis 
now adopted in those of his Majesty's, I 
shall afterwards submit a motion for the 
production of a list, similar in substance 
and time, of the vessels built by) con 
tract in private yards ; and to this, I con 
gcive, nO material objection cam be made 
A noble friend of mine, on the bench be 
low, me (Lord Castlereagh) has. olf a for 
mer ight, entered into a comparative view 
of the istate of our naval force in different 
years ; but. it (vas so generally couched, 'a610 
be very little. smited to. the present inquule 
-which form tlie objects of my motions | 
js niaterial for the House to remark, that ia 
the former war we'set out with 10, 
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| hens who were soon after augmented with 
| yooo'more, and in the course ot the year 
meres increased to the number ‘of 75 or 
000; iricluding marines.) In the present 
ear we started with 50,000 men, and it 
ghoold ‘not pass unnoticed that we also 
gigaged in it when ovr. mercantile marine 


jwas increased in a material proportion. Yet, 


qwhar'wasdone? Why, although we began 
with 60,000 men, and had all the great ad- 


Wittages- arising from an utiprecedented | 


prosperity of trade and commerce, our na- 
| yal force did not exceed, in the namber of 
shen; ‘86 000 at the end of the year. 
iti tlie fitst year of the former war; we had 
apincrease of 60,000 seamen; and on the 
fitst-year of the present war, an-augmenta- 
‘ition of 36,000 only. In the few plain state- 
merits J have made, the House will perceive 
that have cautiously abstained from all ge- 
feral reasoning, and that I have carefully 
wonfined myself to such grounds as-1 have 


thought sufficient. to justify the motions [| 
have to bring forward. Should the thotions, 
ibe refused, I trust, however; :that I shall be | 


indulged by the Housein any further rea- 


soning and explanation which I may be call-. 
dupon to employ; and should they be | 
granted, I shall reserve, for a future day, | 


theremarks and illustrations’ to which their 
— ust naturally lead me: 
derations which they involve .are of ‘the 
first importance, and render it, in my mind, 
 Mtheindixpensable duty: of Parliament to a- 
in an address: to his Majesty. [ shail 
therefore conclude with moving, “ That an 
humble address be presented to his: Majesty, 
praying that his Majesty may be graciously 
pleased to give orders, that an account of 
thenumber of ships of the line, of ships 
| 0f50 guns, frigates, sloops of war, bombs, 
hired armed vessels, &c. as have been in 
| @Mmission, with the. distribution of their 
| $espective services on the 31st of December, 
(1793, on the 30th of September, 1801, and 
Mbeu3ist of December, 1803, be laid before 
) the:House.”’ 
Mk, Tierney. > Sir 5) the House will, I 
dope, indulge me with some small portion 
oftheir attention, more particularly after the 
“peech which the right hon. gent. bas de- 
divered. In whatever light I consider’ the 
‘present motions, the more | am inelited to 
> think, the conduct of the right hon. gent. 
| one of the most extraordinary proceedings 
ae witnessed. [agree with the right 
hon, gent. that government did think. the 
 Sountty placed in a most alarming crisis, 
nd] was, therefore, led to hope that those 
_whowere of that opinion would abstain from 
ane more calculated to engender dis- 
ox, I, 


Thus, ; 


The con- | ‘unbounded im-his: expressions. of 
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content, to create fears, and fo: diffuse dis- 
satisfaction, than likely:to be of the slightest 
advantage to the public.—What.-I have 
most particularly 10: complain of is,>thdt 
the. right hon. gent ‘brings forward. fiis 
motions withoutany grounds whatever. : He 
merely seis up his own opinion against:that 
of the Admiralty ; ‘and; if this criterion is 
to be admitted, I can be under’no appretren- 
Sion With respect. to the event of his ins 
quiries, since the: conduct of the Admiralty 
is Sanctioned by the general approbation of 
the: country. I>feel, Sir; that clamoup ‘is 
no proof of the contrary of what I have’sta- 
ted, and that I speak from ‘what 1 know, 
not, like some gentleman, from whatis sup- 
posed to be known. ‘I-merely speak from 


. the ‘knowledge which: has. reached me pet- 


sutially, and 1.canndtvhelp expressing some 
surprize at finding myself in'so noisy a-place, 
in. so quiet a cogntrys: Jotrdst I cannot be 
accused of inconsistency id calling thisa’ 
extraordinary proceeding, since} while a 
inquiry is proposed to be-iustituted, which 
has for its object othe censareé of the» Ad- 


amiralty, we find-all rhe enemy's ports sealed 


ip, out commerce ‘protected in every direé- 
‘tion; aud our trade| prosperous in an. wnex- 


‘denpled degree.» If [recollect right; théte 


nty was 
teem: for 
the capacity and:talenté of the First Lord of 
the Admiralty, and I should wish to Know 
how Jong it is since be has changed: his 
mind respecting that noble lord. It cannot 
be out of the recollection of rhe House, that 
the right bon. geiit. ‘spoke ‘in terms of ‘the 
highest panegyric‘of Lord St. Vineent, and 
that when he recommended others ‘to fill 
situations under ‘government, as likely to 
execute the duties of their office with credit, 
he mentioned the noble earl as one soad- 
rirably qualified to preside ovet the naval 
department, that the whole “country looked 
up. to him as the oaly person fitted for the 
First. Lord of the Admiralty. The‘only dif- 
ference then, between me andthe right 
bon. gent. is, that he has’changed an opinion, 
which he solémaly’-deliveréd in this House, 
and that I have adhered to the sentiments 
which he stated, strictly coisciding as they 
did-with my own feelings. With'respect to 
the great talents Of Earl St. Vineent, ‘let 
me say, although they can derive Ad support 
from my feeble praise, that I believe no man 
is superior to him as an’ admiral; ahd Tam 
confident “that IT shall’be borne out by the 
unanimous voice of the “public, when I 
state that his sérvi¢es have been no less 
splendid, than productive of the most solid 
and permanent advantages. 1 also know, 

3K 


was a time when the right hen. 
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Athat-such is his patriotism and his sense . of 
thonour, «that: the »noble lord. would - rather 
«sufferievery thing, than lose what he values 
*béyond all other considerations, the confi- 
edence of bis countrymen. . The right hon. 
egent., altogether :womindful of the compli- 
sments, which he before. passed on. Lord. St. 
eVincent, now brings forward a charge :of 
-ineapacity against him:; for, by:alichisamo-. 
-tiong,! nothing less: is «meant; and» awe are: 
called upon ‘to decide, that there isa gla-. 
ring) want of skill-in the First Lord of the 
eAdmiralty, for which the: right hon. gent. 
-is to: find an adequate. remedy. >» We-all ; 
-know the pre-eminent» mefits of the right: 
-hon.. gent. as a volunteer; we know how 
cvery touch the-countryis.indebted to him for | 
-hig exertions in that line 5; but still; bitrust, | 
she.will excuse: me, when J assure him. that, 
think »the. land \service quite enough for’ 


obim,:awithout staking any. part.in: the: sea-. 


wervice.|: <Buts-theyright -hon. gent. says, 
iff agree {o.my motions; grant me: the 
“papers which I demand, .and I shall -under-_ 
-taketo prove;all my-assertions,” I-say, mo ; | 
fwe-must,; in that:case, ‘necessarily have an 
-inguiry: 5, and upon what grounds am I: to. 
-wnderstand that: an inquiry: is admitted by , 
ethe;country to be propér at. this moment:? 
¢dhe details which must.take' place: would be 
sJong-and, compliecated,. and they must go to 
eriminate Lord :St, Vincent, or give to. the 
wight hon. gevt.a hold to.move for more:pa- 
- pers. Lam at a loss te conceive how the mea- 
;sure can, for a-singleinstant, be entertained by 
:the House; when no cause, no fact, is brought 
forward in-support of it; .when every pos- 
tsible energy pervades*the whole branch of 
, the public service over which the noble lord 
opresides ; ,when naval. skill, vigilance. and 
. | aetivity, are-displayed in every quarter; sand 
the best officers.are employed in every -di- 
) rection, with~tbe. highest honour to. *them- 
i selves, andthe greatest advantages to their 
-country. _Bpt, Lord St. Vincent, we are told, 
has prepared, or is,preparing, only 23.gun- 
+ boats, to ‘oppose tothe enemy's attempt at 
_invasion,. ‘This accusation, which seems cal- 
culated to, dispirit the country, comes, let 
me observe, ratheroddly from; the right hon. 

. gent... who has called loudly.for every con- 
_ fidence which. could not) be reposed in; govt. 
-and has deprecated, in the most. earnest 
language, every appearance of party-.spirit. 

. The fact, however, is, that.there;is,a greater 
proportion, of force, and of that. peculiar 
kind of. naval. force: adapted to meet. .the 

| enemy's armament on, the,coast, to which 
_ the right hon,‘ gemty has alludedythan gen-. 
ptlemen expect. ‘They, will :hear, not, per- 
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haps without some surprise, yet I haye.go 
doubt with real satisfaction, that our’ nayal 
strength is not only immense, but admigab| 
composed for a great variety of service, The 
particulars of a short statement, which I have 
the honour to submit to the House, 'can te 
justified by. the most authentic documents, 
The. ships of the line, frigates, sloops. yf 
war,. bombs, and other vessels, amount 
to.511.; block-ships supplied by the Trinj 
House. are; the lighters and small] pa | 
fitted in the King’s yards, are, . accordi 
‘to the last returns 373; the ships furnished 
.by: the East-India Company 19; -and:ahe 
flotilla completely equipped and: ready for 
immediate service, amounts to 624...Ma 
king. all. cogether..1,536 ; and yet, Sir, this 
force of 1,536 vessels has been preparedgnd 
ompleted. by this. unworthy First Lord. of 
the Admiralty! But, wofortunately forthe 
safety of the country, the right hon, gent, 
has discovered, that only 23 gun-brigs have 
been,contracted for. Will the Housesagree 
“upon, the bare.assertion of the right -hon, 
gent. that Lord St. Vincent is to blame, and 
requires a great deal. of looking afters or 
rather will they not agree, that the opinion 
of the right: hon. gent. has less weight with 
the country:than that of Earl St. Vincent? 
: With respect to building ships by: contract, 
which the right hon. gent. so strenuously re 
commends, he says, it is nearly impossible 
‘to. build vessels in the King’s yards 4n time 
of war; but althongh this assertion maybe 
admitted to.a certain extent, it will not] 
trast, be denied, that ships may. bé:com 
pleted and repaired there. Howeverowe 
consider the question, it is evident, thatwe 
have. no, case made out by the righthoo, 
gent. atid that we require some proof besides 
bis bare assertion—I have also to observe, 
that the merchants’ yards have been tried, 
and have been found not altogether sowwell 
suited to. the building of ships as ,some.per 
sons seem to think, Are contractors sofally 
to. be relied on, that the right hon. geah 
has had no cause to be dissatisfied withthem, 
afier.an.experience of seventcen years? Be 
sides, Sir, Earl St. Vincent may be so.verypale 
-simonious of the public money as to-be it 
imical to all idle expenditure. ‘The speeah@l 
-the right hon. gent. on this point appears @ 
me.to.smell of a contract. I shall content 
myself with.an instance of building in tht 
merchants’ yards... The, Ajax was: built fot 
41,0001. and the bargain was thought yey 
good one, yet inthe course of three yeary# 
further sum of 17,C00], was. wanted toeom 
plete her. for ..service.—In_ short, Sit, # 
are called upon to decide, witha 
Ee 
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documents, that Lord ‘St. Vincent is to 
me, and that the naval law laid down 
y the right hon. shipwright behind me, 


gto be considered as undeniable. Are we | 


then "to pass an opinion, that the navy of 
Pngland “is hastening to its ruin, and this 


athe suggestions of one who calls for ge- 


geral exertion and cordial co-operation a- 


i ae the enemy ; but who now seems:to 


paffected by a panic which he formerly 
feated with contempt? I wish then to 


ak the right hon. gent., and I will put it to 


ie House, whether he believes that the 


filack he has made this night on the Ad- 


pirdlty, is likely to do good either in this 
guntry or abroad ?—With respect to the 
timber of seamen, I’ have no objection to 
to the production of that account ; 
bit the right hon. gent. has not taken 
fair comparative view of the number 
fiised within the first year of the last war 
itd the year 1803. At the former period, 
fier 2 peace of 10 years, the navy derived 
s¥ery considerable increase in men from 


Me spirit of enterprize, the prospect of 


ptize money, and the great distress of the 
mercantile interest. There was also at 
at time no supplementary militia, no army 
Preserve, nor a variety of collateral cir- 
Gimistances which, in the actual conjuncture 
affairs, prevent the supplies of men for 
iésea service. The success which has 
ittended the levy of men in the present 
years truly satisfactory, when we consider 
that*the land service has required great 
efforts, and that ‘the volunteer force alone 
Mounts to 450,000 men ; and so far should 
#€ be'from blaming Lord $t.Vincent, that 
lis conduct in this respect is entitled to 


tie highest praise. It appears, that of the 


‘Wooo ‘men voted by Parliament, there 
not quite 2,000 deficient ; for by the 
MWirns made, there were in actual service, 
the 31st of December, 76,000 men ; ac- 
tiiding to the returns made to the Admi- 
ity by the regulating captains, 6,441 ; and 
“Marines amounted, on the 1oth of 
Match, to 15,673 men; giving a total of 
174 seamen and marines, I will now, 
, put it to the House, whether a more 
Scessful ‘exertion could have beén made 
the teeth of the volunteers, of the army 
léserve, and of the supplementary mi- 

‘Ma, where only 1,700 men were wantin 
Wconiplete the whole of the eaeiaate? 
#it, Sir, this is not all; we have also a 
We Of 25,000 sea fencjbles for Great- 
‘Main, putting Ireland out of the ques- 
mt, In all these instances I may safely 
‘whether the noble lord at the head of 
isalty is a fit object for distrust and 
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suspicion? But I am entitled also to’ 
inquire where the right hon. gentleman’ 
has had his information? If he has ‘ob-: 
tained it from some great naval officer, ' 
it certainly may be worth attending to’; but’ 
until I am satisfied of this, all I beg of the 
right hon. gent. is, nét to attack, by a side* 
wind, a character that deserves as much’ 
from the hands of the country as any man’ 
that ever lived in it; a character’ who‘ 
has fought the battles of his country’ 
with as much bravery and as much. gal-’ 
lantry as any hero’ of any country, an-’ 
cient or modern; and ‘from his recent’ 
exertions, zeal, and activity, has shewn 
himselfas weil qualified to serve his coun-’ 
try in the high station which he now so ho-' 
nourably fills, as any’ man can possibly be; 
I will ask the right hon. gent. if he does 
not think such proceedings as that of the’ 
motion he has this night brought forward,’ 
and his subsequent reasoning on it, must’ 
tend in a high degree to invigorate and in- 
spirit the enemy, whilst it must cause dus’ 
podency at home? I have never heard, arom 
any quarter, a complaint of want of men’ 
or of ships, except in the insinuations of 
the right hon, gent: The noble earl at 
the head of the Admiralty has procured 
nearly the full complement of seamen voted 
by Parliament in the shortest time, and 
under the greatest and most pressing diffi- 
culties that any man in his situation ever“ 
had to contend with, and, therefore, unless 
I have better reasons given than any that 
have been hitherto adduced, I must think 
myself justified in refusing papers, the pro- 
duction of which can have no other effect 
than that of furtherinquiry, which would 
not fail to convey a very strong insitiuation 
and suspicion against the character of Earl’ 
St. Vincent, which stands most deservedly 
so high in the estimation of a vast majority 
of the country, that I believe it is the ge-’ 
neral opinion there never has been his 
equal, On these grounds I agree: to the 
production of two of the papers, but not 
to the others, as they cannot be produced 
without bringing in question what I do not 
think it now right to answer—why the mer- 
chants’ yards are not applied to for build~ 
ing ships at the present period. 1 therefore 
move, by way of amendment, that the fol- 
lowing words be added to the: first mo- 
tion, after the words gun-boats and gun- 
brigs, “* aod all other armed ships, vessels 
and boats, used in the public serv:ce.” 

Sir Charles Pole said, he had no official 
documents to assist him, but must trust in 
a great measure to‘his memory for what 
he had then to deliver to the consideras 
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re 


tion ofthe House. He did. not, mean.to 
trespass on the time of the. House, hut. 
to endeavour to contine, or rather. to direct 
theirattention to the leading facts which. 
had, taken..place relative to our naval. de- 
fence since the commencement of the war. 
It must. he,thought, be. perfect'y in the re-, 
collection of the House, that in the space 
of 48 hours after. it .was known that hosti-, 
lities were actually .to.commence, Acimiral, 
Cornus sailed for Brest. to blockade the 
ehemy’s squadron in that port. Since 
that time. his force had been from time.to 
time. .reinforced, and. .was now. so. strong 
d. numerous as.to carry the fullest .con- 
viction to,the-breasts of the whole world, 
that there. never had beena period.in our 
history.in which the. exertions of the. Ad- 
miralty.had been so great as at the present 
moment... When.. the, House looked back- 
ward to what has been done since the com- 
mencement of the war, the large fleets we 
had .off Brest,.Toulon,.Ferrol, and consi- 
dered the loyalty, zeal,.and activity with 
which every admiral, and.every officer in 
these several ficets. were animated, and 
then, if the question were, whether. the 
right hon. gent., or Earl St. Vincent were 
“in. the right, he believed the House would 
not be long in determining. — With respect 
to the gun-boats, he. conceived those we 
had now. in our service were far more useful 
than, tbe gun-brigs. which had been used 
last war, and which he appealed to the 
testimony and opinion. of the hon, admiral 
opposite to him (Berkeley) whether they 
were not mere jobs? Besides, it was not 
by. gun-boats that gun-boats were .to be 
resisted ; it was by our frigates, sloops, 
and other ships of war of larger force, 
that any very considerable and material 
impression can be. made om them.——For 
his part, he thought the House should 
cautiously e¢ntertam a questiou of this 
nature, and should refuse inquiry which 
would create suspicion, and might, be 
attended with very mischievous. conse- 
quences to. the naval service, and. to the 
eneral interest and welfare of the country. 
Phe House would.do well to recollect also, 
that we. had only been fortunate enough to 
enjoy a very few months peace afier ten: 
years of extremely laborious service; so 
that, when at the end of the war the men 
were discharged, there was scarcely one 
who would not rather have died than enter 
again, which had very greatly increased the 
difficulty of raising the number that. had 
been, voted by Parliament. The men had, 
however, been raised to nearly the {ull com- 
plement ; but this had heen done by means 
“ef uncommon and unceasing exertions, 
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which: reflected the highest credit on the. 
Admiralty. From the beginning of the 


war tothe present moment, the: fleets haq 
been constantiy and continually on the 
alert ; and there never had been shewn’ sq. 


much gallant perseverance and excellent 
seamanship as in our Brest fleet having 


ikept its station in spite of every obstacle 


during so many months. The fleet lying 


off Ferrol, Toulon, the Texel, Flushing, 


&c. had all evinced the same perseveriug 
bravery, zeal, and watchfulness, and shew. 
ed, that if we were but unanimous amongg 
ourselves, we might bid defiance to all the. 
power and menaces of an enemy that duist 
not venture outof any of his ports to face 
the squadrons, whether great or sma 
that were stationed to confine-them therein, 
Admiral Berkeley would not have offered. 
himself so soon to the Speaker's notice, had 
he not been called upon by his hon. and 
gallant friend (Admiral Pole), arid by some 
evident mistatements which had been niade 
by the right hon. gent. (Mr. Tierney). To, 
the first he should reply, that he was not 
aware of the jobs which had been niade of 
gun-boats last war, but certainly could. say, 
that the gun-vessels, which his right hon 
friend alluded to in his motion, were notof 
that description, but were of aciass of which 
he should haye occasion to mention hereafter, 
With respect to the triumphant sort. of 
flourish which had been made use of by Mp 
Tierney, who said, that no ground of com 
plaint bad been made out against the Admk 
ralty, and that he expected to hear of com 
voys being cut off, and vessels taken, be 
should only state, that something of that sort 
might have been alledged with justice, which 
he should likewise allude to by and by; but 
when he heard bim state that the care, and 
providence of the Admiralty had been ne 
as to raise the whole extent of the vote & 
seamen, except 1700, he must suppose. that 
he was so newly come into office, and as yt 
felt himself so little at home in it, that ie 
had neither examined the truth of his aster 
tions, nor asked any professional person ifit 
could possibly be the case. The fact wa, 
that he had taken the whole of the retums 
of the Navy-office from the monthly books 
of the ships, which amounted to 76,000 met, 
in-which the marines were included, and bat 3 
added the 15,000 marines which were mm & 
turned, to the Admiralty from the beat 
quarters. . Did he mean to say, that sthet 


. were. 15,000 marines at. this time who wet 


not embarked? Because certainly the fast 
was not so, There was hardly.a matia 
any. of the head-quarters. They we 
embarked. on board of the fleet, and inclag 
as well as the 6,000 impressed seamen # 











oh 
he returns -at the Navy-Office,.and. conse- 
gently included in.the 76,000. meu; which 
bought the question, if, it had. any reference 
sthe motion before the House; to. a state 
och nearer the truth,.viz, that instead of 
ieseamen being equal to the vote, which | 
‘was 100,000 men; instead of being only 
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cle §)700 short of that vote, it would be found 
ng. that there. were nearly 20,000, short.of that 
DB ber.—-With respect to the number of 
Ug. ‘mn vessels which the right hon. gent. had 
ws Mchosen to state, and amongst which he 
gst Mdased the launches aod cutters, which he 
the fm chese to say were better than the gum brigs | 
ust [§ alluded to by his right hon. friend (Mr, Pitt), | 
ace Mie must positively deny both the one and | 
all,.. eother, the nomber and the'quality, If 
sin, § ke chose. to call every cocklesbell into which | 
red. Magan was placed, a gun vessel, he certainly | 
had might make them out; but of those he had | 
and een, some were unable to go out, even too | 
ome. fpithead, unless it was in acalm;.and as*for 
lade the comparison, it was too trifiiog and too | 
To @§ fidiculous ever to enter into the head of a | 
not #§ professional man ; but as the right hon. gent. 
¢ of ff was not so, he perhaps might be excused for 
say, making it.—He should now come. to the 
hon, § motions made by his right hoa. friend, which 
ot.of he must vot only think proper but necessary, 
hich § w they. would not only put all questions 
fie, upon the conduct of the Admiralty at rest 
t of M infuture, but (end to shew if they had done 
Mr. § wery thivg in their power, and whetber 
coms had made every preparation for the 
dmis nce of the. coast which they onght to 
com # have done. In his opinion they. had not. 
> be Bf itmight perhaps be asked by. some persons, 
sort where he had geined his experience in. the | 
vhich service to form such an opinion? How pro- | 
; but # per, and how just, how wise, or how decent, | 
, and B ach a.question, coming from such aquarter, | 
“a hight; be, he certainly should not think of | 
ite of BH aying, but should leave to the judgment of | 
> that B the House. Jt was to the experience of 
asyet @ moch oider and more experienced officers 
atts § then himself he would appeal; and if all 
ase Mi officers of high rdok and knowledge in the 
n ifit @ tavy were called to the bar of that House, 
t was, & they would corroborate what he should ad- 
etums @ vance, He averred this, He averred, that 
books @ hasufficient. number of gua vessels, of a 
) mea, B Proper construction, had been built and 





5 tanned, which they could have been by this 
‘time, to have. assisted the frigates: and ships 
@ Which the Admiralty say they have in the. 
bee BH Channel, the junction-of the enemy's flotilia 
M&M Bovlogne would baye been prevented; 
ae this he would prove, not: by- his ex- 
| Perience;. but. by, facts and: documents, fur- 
Wohed to. the public by the Admiralty. them-_ 

Look. af: the Gazettes, in which the 
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gallant young officers who commanded the 
frigates, have told you; “we have taken }; 
2, or 8, -gan-boats;:we could have taken 
more, but they escaped into shallow water, 
where it was impossible to follow them.” He 
asked, would this have happened if they had 
been provided with gun-vessels to assist them ? 
Certainly not. »-But- even of those frigates 
and sloops upon: which such dependence’ is 
placed, he averred the Admiralty had nét pre- 
vided a sufficient number. No; not eveti 
for common duties of the Channel; and this 
he would hkewise prove, by official docu- 
ments--(Here lie read ddvertisements for con- 


| tracting for fourteen armed ships for convoys) 


—what did this prove? Why, that the’ Ad- 
miralty were driven (for the date of this pro- 
posal is subsequent tothe right’ hon: gent.’ 
notice), to-hire the worst and most expensive 
sort of- vessels; vessels which, until this time, 
were never resorted to, except at the outset 
of a war, while the frigates, &c. were get- 
ting ready. But what does this prove? 
Why that the fact is, we have not 4 frigate 
or sloop left or built, to fit out; for the ne- 
cessary defence and protection of the Chan- 
nel. Might they not have them? Certainly 
they might; and he was happy to find that 
he was not the ouly officer who had offered 
plans for this purpose to the Admiralty ; he 
would read a part of one of ‘these plans, by 
which: it would be seen, that a force might, 
and still may be, created, which would ef- 
fectually secure our coasts, annoy the enemy, 
and by not interfering with the usaal naval 
exertions, might be instantly manned, and by 
these means leave the frigates to those duties 
for which they are so expressly calculated — 
(hear he read apart). If this plan had been 
adopted, these shameful contracts for armed 
ships would have been unnecessaty, and our 
convoys would ‘have’been protected. As it 
was, 19 of one convoy‘were taken, and car: 
ried into Spanish and Frerich ports ; and even 
between Spithead and the Downs, a very rich 
West Indiaman had ‘been taken by the 
enemy's privateers. The system of gun-boats 
was much derided, and we were told they 
were of no use whatever... Another official 
document, however, woald ‘shew, that such 
was not exactly the opinion of the Admiralty, 
for they had actually. contracted: for'20 guo- 
brigs;- but to makeseven this “paltry number 
as ridiculous as they wished us to believe 
them, the time Jimited for their completion 
is, half inethree months, and the remainder 
inv six.» Good: God! if they weré of no 
use; ‘why! build them: at all? bot if they 
were of'vuse, why not build more, and in the 
shortest time possible? As it is, in 6 months 
the project of Buonaparté must-have either 
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succeeded or have completely failed. They 
talk of the mature of these vessels, and of 
their force, He did understand that one’ of 
the most scientific officers in the service, had 
not only laid his own ideas, but the plans of 
his father, who certainly was, without ex- 
ception, not only as good an officer, but ‘as 
accomplished a mechanic and ship builder, 
as ever was known; and when he mentioned 
the name of the late Sir Charles Knowles, 
no person would deny it.. This great officer's 
plans were shewn to the Admiralty. What 
was the answer? Not very gracious, perhaps, 
but very true. One lord said he was.-not 
competent to judge ; the other said he knew 
nothing of ship-building : this might be so, 
and it was. not actually necessary, that either, 
a lord of the‘Admiralty or a captain should 
be ship-builders ; but at least, it was. a-sort 
of cousin-german duty to their own, and 
they ought not to talk of want of experience, 
when they were so. ignorant themselves,—As 
to the motions made by his right hon. friend, 
(Mr, Pitt) he certainly should give them his 
support ; but; if he had a fault to find with 
them, it was, that they did not extend far 
enough. He wished to see an inquiry into 
‘every part :of the naval ‘system, ‘into ‘the 
treatment of the officers and men, into the 
situation and state of the ships, into the state 
of the dock-yards, and into the want of stores 
and artificers; for of these last, he. under- 
stood, there was_a defalcation of 800 ship- 
wrights less than the. usual war establish- 
ments.’ This he wished to see made from no 
personal motives against the noble lord at ‘the 
head of. the Admiralty, on the contrary, he 
had before disclaimed sach motives, and he 
believed he held the character of that noble 
lord in as high respect, and was better ac- 
quainted with it than those who pretended to 
be such warm partizans in his favour. This 
inquiry would.cither prove the negligence and 
incapacity of the Admiralty, or place their 
fame so high as not to be touched by the 
breath of slander. Upon these heads, how- 
ever, he should not enlarge, as they were ex- 
traneous to the motion before the House—not 
but he held papers om this subject, which, 
might make the House start. ‘These contain- 
ed subjects, which, even in that House, were 
too dreadful, and: too, delicate to state pub- 
licly. Bat this he did not hesitate to affirm ; 
and he begged the House to remember, that 
he .warned .them of it; that if the: present 
system was puraued, whoever might be, at 
the Admiralty, if this ‘system is<not. imme- 
diately changed, the most dreadful, the most 
fatal: calamity that éver happened to ‘this 
couniry might be expected, © Me 

. Sir Edward Pellew,—Sir; as I very sel- 
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‘those hidden means that some worth 


dom trouble the Hotise, I hope T may pe 
permitted to make a few observations ong 
subject of which, from the professional ex: 
perience I have had, I may be presimed tg 
have some knowledge. From the debate of 
this night, there is one piece of information’ 
I have acquired, that’ the French have 

upwards of a thousand vessels at Boulogne, 


_1 am glad to find they are shut up there; we’ 


have one ‘advantage in it, we know wherg 
they are;, I wish we had any means. of 
knowing ‘when they intended to come out, 
I know this ‘much, however, that they can. 
not all get out in one day, or in one night 
either ; and whien they docome out, I trust 
that our coekle shells alone, as am hon. ad. 
miral has called a very’ manageable and verp 


active part of our force, will be able to give 
a good account of them. Sir, I do net | 


really see, in the arrangement of ouf naval 
defence, any thing to excite the apprehene 
sions of even the most timid among us; om 
the contrary, [ see every thing that may be 
expected from activity and perseverance, to 
inspire us with confidence. I see a triple 
naval bulwark, composed of one fivet acting 
on the enemy's coast, of another consisting 
of heavier ships stationed in the’ Downs) 
ready toact at a moment's notice, and@ 
third close to the beach, capable of destroys 
ing any part of the enemy's flotilla that 
should escape the vigilance of the other two! 
branches of our defence. I beg pardon for 
troubling the: House, ‘but accident brought 
me here, and I intend that my stay should’ 


be as short as possible.—In respect to what 


has been said of building ships by contract, 
I must confess I do not much admire that 
mode of keeping up our navy. I bave seer 


some of them, (L. particularly allude to the & 


Ajax and Achilles) that I took for Freneli+ 
men.—As to these gun-boats which have. 


been so. strongly recommended, this mus 


quito fleet, they are ‘the most contemptible 
force that can be employed ; gun-brigs, it* 
deed, are of.some use, but betwee 


a gun-brig and a gun-boat there is al | 


most.as much difference as between a mat 
of-war and a’frigate. I have lately seen half 
a dozen’of them lying wrecked upon’ thé 
rocks.——As to the possibility of the enemy 
being able, in a narrow sea, to pass througi 
our blockading ‘and- protecting squadrons, 
with all that secrecy and dexterity, ol 

y ore 


expect, J really, from anything that Th 
seen in the course of: my professional ¢ 
rience, am riot much’ disposed to concurm® 
it.’ I know, Sir,:and canvassert with © 


found,’ that it was never-better suppli 
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jhat our men were never better fed or better 


; (Have we not all theenemy’s ports 


‘plockaded, from Toulon to Flushing? Are 


we not able to cope, any where, with any 
force the enemy dares.to send out against us? 


'gnd do we not even out-number them at 


every one of those ports we have blockaded ? 
ftwould'smack a little of egotism, I fear, 


‘were I to speak of myself ; but, as a person 


lately: having the command of 6 ships, I 
‘I may be allowed to state to the House 


how I have been supported in that com- 


+ Sir, during the time that 1 was sta- 
tioned off Ferrol, 1-had ships passing from 
the fleet to me every three weeks or a month, 
god so. much was the French commander 
shot apn that port deceived by these ap- 
pearances, that-he was persuaded, and I be- 
jeve isto'this very hour, that I had 12 ships 
tinder. my command, and that I had two 
squadrons to relieve each: other, one of 6 
inside, and another of 6 outside.” 

Admiral Berkeley explained. He could 


‘got possibly suppose that our naval force 


was inadequate to the task of totally dis- 
ing the whole: force of the enemy, 
sthey' came fairly out. to them: but he 


“Meant to say, that they never could possibly 


have collected; in‘ the force in which they 
now are, if we had had a sufficient number 
of gun-boats to run in shore, and attack 


them in shoal water, where they frequently 


‘tecaped from our large vessels, on account 
their drawing too mech water: to be able 


{0 pursue them in shore.” 


Mts, Wilberforce said, that, undoubtedly, 
the question now before the House was ex- 


| temely interesting to every member of that 


House, and to every individual in this coun- 

, and upon which he was anxious to say 
He wished to enter upon this 
question as a representative of the people of 


 Hogland should, and as the people of Eng- 


land,yor he mistook them, expected their 
fepresentatives todo; and in beginning, he 


| Would say, that in his opinion, there would 


beanjend to the security of this country, if 
ibjects like the present were not treated 
With a becoming gravity in that House : this 
Ws what the people of England had a right 


Mexpect from that House, and did expect 


wright hon. gent. (Mr. Tierney), who 
Mowed his nght hon. friend (Mr. Pitt), bad 
happy in the choice of the manner in 


fiom. that House.- He. did not think that 


Habe had treated this subject to-night. 


Me confessed, that the manner in which he 
Wok-up the subject, the tone in which he 
of it, the temper with which he dis- 
it, the epithets he bestowed upon it, 
acter he gave to the motive with 
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which it was brought (forward, and what 
was more of importance tliat the character 
of any man’s motive ?) the manner in which’ 
he passed over the important’ crisis in which 
this business was discussed, were all of them, 
in his judgment, injudiciously managed by 
the right hon. ‘gent. We were in a state 
of difficulty and danger’ which required 
great fortitude and judgment, im whieh the 
members of that House should discuss im- 
portant questions gravely and sedately. Bat 
what would the public think of them, what 
comments “would. they make upon the de- 
bates of that House, if they’ were to heat 
such topics as were brought forward by the 
right hon.igent:, in answer to his right hon. 
friend? ‘The fight hon. gent. seemed to 
think that he had some ground of reflection 
upon ‘his right. hon. friend, by saying he 
ought to be content with ‘being a leader in 
the volunteer system of our defence by land, 
and that he should not intermeddle with our 
naval defence ; what was this bat admitting, 
although the right hon. gent. did not intend 
it, that his right hon. friend’s mind, which 
could not be confined’ to one species of de- 
fence for his country, or with one sort of 
force or means for its’ security, bot that be 
was capable of assisting his country by his 
wisdom in council, his energy of thought, 
and his activity in execution; first to raise 
and qualify the mighty-mass of volunteers for 
the essential protection of their country in 
the hour of peril, should that event cris; 
bat after accomplishing a system for that 
purpose, then to endeavour to render the 
exertions of such a force unnecessary, by ma- 
turing the still more immediate and most 
natural system of defence of this country, and 
which went still more with the hearts of the 
people of it,—its naval force.—lIt did, there- 
fore seem to him that the very statement 
of the motion of his right hon. friend was of 
itselfa sufficient iliustration of its importance 
and of its propriety.. Heshould have wish- 
ed,’ as he had hoped, it had been discussed 
nakedly, and simply, and plainly; and putto 
the good sense of thé House, instead of being 
mixed with matter which appeared to him - 
to be foreign to it. He did not distinctly 
understand the ground on which the right 
hon. gent. had put his opposition to this 
motion. He could have understood him if 
he had pat it upon the absolute impropriety of 
asking any’ questions upon this subject at the 
present momient,of the propriety of abstaining 
from all inquiry, and of confiding ia the first 
lord of the Admiralty, whose merits, Mr. 
Wilberforce said, he was perfectly ready to 
acknowledge; yet he was of opinion, that 
the services’ of that distinguished person, 
however great, wese not to be urged as rea- 





895] 
sons against .entering upon the inquiry ‘to 
which..these motions. led. ..However, the 
‘right hon, gent., besides stating.as an objec- 
tion that which-wa§ no objection. at all, had 
also stated soinething that had the appear- 
ance of objection, by saying there was! an 
imprudence in these motions, because dis- 
advantages would arise from the inquiry to 
which; they led... Now, if. that right hon. 

ent. could prove that sufficient exertions 
had been made, no. inquiry would be ne- 
cessary, and the right hon. gent. himself 
had admitted, that if the motion was granted, 
there would then'be strong reason for going 
into an inquiry,. Now, there were .two 
things'to be considered upon the present oc- 
casion: first, as to the danger of inquiry 
which the tight -hon. gent. had hinted at, by 
which he presumed was meant, the danger 
of publicity in such a case asthis, ‘To this 
he asked, in: his turn, whether the House 
had not means of avoiding that. publicity 
which was supposed to be so dangerous? 
Could not the House appoint aicommittee 
of secrecy ? Was. the House: so intirely des- 
titute of means.of making inquiry that ‘they 
must let matters go on as they may, though 
they thought.them injurious to the country, 
for fear of giving information to the enemy ? 
He thought that we were in no such-dilem- 
ma, he thought that means might be found, 
if necessary, of making this inquiry, without 
any of that publicity .which appeared to the 
right hon.. gent. so dangerous. Bot what 
was the alternrtive? 1f there Lad not beeo 
a sufficient decree of exertion ased in bring- 
ing forward ths best .m6de of naval defence 
for this country, what was to be done?— 
must we continue to go on in-a defective 
mode of defence, rather than risk the dan- 
ger of publicity in “adopting a better?) He 
owned, that between the two, he found no 


difficulty in taking his choice, and he must | 


say, that a prima facie ease had been made 
for the inquiry,’ nor had he heard any solid 
reason given, or even a_prima: facie case 
niade out against such an inquiry.— Another 
argument used by the right hon. -gent. was, 
that perfect content reigned throughout the 
whole couatry with regard to the merit of 
our naval service. He was. aware that here 
he ‘trod on delicate ground, and he would 
abstain from saying a word upon that sub- 
ject, if he did ‘not think be should betray 
the duty he owed to the people of this:coun- 
try, if he past it over: Every man: must 
speak of discontent at the conductiof any. de- 
partment of government, as it.might appear 
to prevail-generally among those:with whom 


he had av opportunity of-conversing,: and | 


his opinion: must: -be formed from. what he 
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heard from such wien) and ‘from the opinigg 


he might entertain of the means of infornjg. 


tion and jndgment of such “persons. phe 
subject of ‘content or discontent ‘with: the 
conduct of any department under govt) mint 
be thus considered; and thas had he begy 
endeavouring to consider this: subject; iagq 
he thust say to the House, that he hadnt 
foand a single professional man it thé navy, 
who had ‘not ptofessed ‘himself privatelyand 
confidently to him it the’highest degreesdiy: 
satisfied with the'conduct’of the Admiralty, 
Everyone with whom ‘he ‘conversed: 

that subject, ad iexpréssed himself es treiie: 
ly dissatissed »with ‘the general ‘systetpof 
condeet purstied "by the boardiofAdnii 

in this wary’ He had asked professional ieq 
of different habits, of differerit ¢lasses of tife, 
in ‘the profession of the navy, of: differant 
attachment to. parties, and-of di ferentaoh: 
nexions.in life); some of them of the hiehet 
rank, gained, as ‘he wishédomen ‘mighedl. 
ways, ‘to a given extent, gain high stations, 
where there was no objection to'themvon the 
score of ‘ability, by the influenceof thie 
with whom they had the good fortond:toig. 
sociate ; he had tonversed with-another ay 
of men who always were, and.always would 
be’ respected by every ‘body, those: whovhad 


advanced 10 *high: stations’ purely by their 


own personal merit; from -all°of whonrhe 
‘had received one and the same general 
swers’ He had made it his business tolten 
sult persons not only of the highest rank; ‘but 
also of as long experience, and ‘as intimal 
acquaintance ‘with naval. sabjects as, per- 
haps, any person in the service, and bemutt 
declare, that the terms he just now ised, 
were milder than any he heard fromp these 
‘officers; ‘the terms: he used; were nt ‘only 
milder, but they were weak in’ compatisgn 
ito those used by such officers to signify their 
discontent at the system adopted by the'pre- 
sent board of Admiralty with referencetto 
‘the naval service bf this country. Thisihe 
woulddeclare most solemnly, if she wee 
giving evidence upon the subject’ in’ a’voult 
of justice, ‘This was justified by commit 
cations’ that wéte made to him from persons 
to whom general credit was due” frouvall 
sides of that Honse.——As to the argamellt 
that Parliament gave the noble Jord: atthe 
head of the Admiralty no more than 100,000 
seamen, there was nothing in it ; forifPar 
liament gave the noble lord no more Mm 
100,000 ‘seamen, it was because’. 
for'no more: and here he could ti 
wishing that the gallant admiral on ‘theo 
side of the House (Adiniral Berkeley) ™ 
not be right, when he said that thetay 
marines were incloded in the 76,000 i , 
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| 140,000, “or 150,000, 
‘would have been no difficulty about having 
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_ mentioned by the right hon. gent.; but be 


that as it may, it was no defence to the 


- Admiralty. that 100,000 seamen was the 
_ whole number which Parliament granted, 


for had the Admiralty Board asked for any 
additional number, or even twice the num- 


per, Parliament would have granted them ; 
put it had been a thousand times stated in | 


that House, that the exact number of sea- 
men. voted was never to be considered as 
that exact definite number to be raised or to 
becmployed, but that as many of them were 


0 be employed as could be obtained, if © 


winted ; and, therefore, although this same 
‘ote was only 100,000 seamen, yet if there 
had been raised and employed 130,000, 
if wanted, there 


avote for them; it was, therefore, no de- 
‘fence of the noble lord to say, that Parlia- 


“Ment granted no more seamen than 100,000. 


His right hon. friend had also stated, that 
# to line of battle ships, the customary 
gode of having them built in merchants’ 
yards had not been resorted to, and that in 
thischange of system a considerable num. 
der of slips in the merchants’ yards on the 
fiver were entirely unoccupied. This ob- 

ion of his right hon. friend to the con- 


| duct of the Admiralty, required a much bet- 


teranswer than it had received :-it required 
@ answer very different from that observa- 
tion which was made upon it by the right 


hon: gent., who said, it smelt of a contract : 


‘his tight bon. friend’s mind and manner of 
Jife were such, as to render such an obser. 
Nation wholly inapplicable to him, for he 
fad never been remarkable for any connex- 
donvof this sort: this was a sort of insinua- 


tin by which he believed the right hon, 


oe upon reflection, would not abide.—As 
the idea that ships built by contract were 
ilbuilt, he must observe, if they were so, 


itmust be the fault of the Admiralty, for 


‘they could prevent any imposition of that 
Wit upon the public by merely doing their 


ility, by taking care that these matters were 


inspected at fit seasons and occasions ; 


iid, therefore, when gentlemen said such 


‘Wips were i}| built, they Only published the 


im ce of the Admiralty. But it must 


‘Botybe supposed that two ships of the line 


‘Bappening to be ill built, must be taken as 


that all ships built by contractors were 

it must be recollected, that in the 

‘of 7 yéars peace, not less than 20 

pof the line had been built io the mer- 

its’ yards before the late war, and now, 
there was most occasion for prompt- 

| Wsand expedition, the old system was de- 
bec sed and avother adopted, by which 

Vou. I. 
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that expedition was lost. All. those advan- 
tages were given up without any adequate’ 
exertions in the King’s dock-yards ; but what 
was still worse than all the rest was, that 
which was stated by the gallant Admiral on 
the other side of the House (Admiral Berke- 
ley) which was, that the present namber of 
artificers in the King’s dock-yards was 800 
short of its usual and necessary complement ; 
for he understood the hon. admiral to have 
said, that the King’s dock-yards were short 
of their complement of shipwrights by 8003 
and this was the period, and these were the 
circumstances. when the Board of Admiralty 
thought fit to abandon the system of building 
ships of war in the docks of the merchants ! 
He declared from the bottom of his heart, 
there was not a man existing for whom he 
felt more respect than he did for the noble 
lord at the head of the Admiralty. No 
man’s services had been more signal, nor 
any whose talents appeared to him to be su~ 
perior in his profession: but all this was no 
reason why the documents now moved for, 
should not be laid on the table of that House, 
and if it was seen that my Lord St. Vincent 
had conducted himself meritoriously in his 
present as in his former character, the House 
would take much pleasure in doing justice 
to his character; but he must protest against 
the doctrine laid down by the right hon, 
gent., that we were to wait until some dise 





aster happened before we instituted any in- 
quiry : we could not afford such a specula- 
tion; the business of that House was to 
prevent, not to wait for disaster, for if they 
waited for it; the loss might become irre- 
parable; the only way he knew to prevent 
disaster, was to inquire into those circum- 
stances which appeared likely to. lead to it, 
in order to apply a remedy for the impend~- 
ing evil. The course recommended by the 
right hon. gent. was too full of hazard; the 
stake was too large to play a game s0 des- 
perate. Upon the whole of this matter, he 
felt himself bound to declare, that he was 
fully convinced of the propriety of all the 
motions which had been stated by his right 
hon. friend, 

Mr. Sheridan.—It was my intention, Sir, 
to wait until I should hear the opinions of 
professional men on this subject ; but the ob- 
servations which have been made by the hon. 
member who has just sat-down, urge me to 
obtrude myself to your notice thus prema- 
turely, and contrary to my original intention, 
The hon. gent. has, in my mind, used ob- 
servations the most unwarrantable on parlia- 
mentary grounds I have ever heard in this 
House. He has stated, that he has never had 





conversation with any naval officer, whose 
3 L 
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opinion has-not been decided!y in contradic- 
tion fa the system: upon which the naval af- 
fairs‘of the country have been for some time 
back conducted; chat is to say, since the 
gaan admiral, who now presides at the 

cad of the Admiralty Board, was appointed 
to that high station ; and this information so 
obtained, he offers to the Honse as a justifi- 
cation for the cénsure which the advocates 
for the motion before ‘the House would at- 
tach to the character of the noble lord at the 
head.of the Admiralty. The hon. gent. ven- 
tures to tell the House, that. upon grounds 
such as these, there is a sufficient reason. for 
the inquiry, and for granting the papers re- 
quired; but from whom has the hon. gent. 
obtained the intelligeuce, and heard the sen- 
timents. to which he thinks the House ought 
ta attach so much importance ?—from otfi- 
cers, no doubt, who are ashore and unem- 
ployed, from tho:e who have not the best 
opportunity of judging, and whose judgment 
for many reasons is not entitled to the first 
attention ; but not trom such officers as those 
whom the House has heard this night, not 
froin such as the gallaot admirs! who pre- 
ceded the hon. geat. to whom I am now al- 
Tuding, and who has attracted my notice by 
statementswhich [ am inclined to think he 
has collected from persons.such as I have de- 
scribed, from those whose accounts of the 
condition of the navy naturally receive a co- 
louring from their own situation. » Thus the 
hon, gent. would persuade us to found our 
yerdict, on an occasion so-important as that 
now before us, upon evidence drawn from 
such sources, upon second-hand assertions, 
in a word upon mere hearsay. The hon, 
gent. is no doubt a conscientious man, he 
certainly so considers and describes himself, 
and we cannot give him any credit at ail if 
we do not belicve him to be so, and I wonld 
appeal to his conscientiousness whether he 
does think that any court of justice, and this 
House is now called upon to act in that ca- 
pacity, would pronounce sentence in any case 
upon evidence of the nature of that upon 
- which he seems to rely? I say that there. is 
no court that would attend to, much less be- 
lieve such assertions, If the hon. gent. has 
any charge to urge against the-noble lord 
against whom the motion before the House 
appears to be pointed, I say, let the evidence 
be brought forward; but don’t let accusa- 
tions be insinuated or sent abroad, pnsup- 
ported by any witnesses whatever, unjusti- 
tied by any fact, and excused only by a loose 
statement, that such and such officers, whom 
no one ventures to name, are much, in the 
habit of speaking ill of the conduct of the 
Admiralty, and of the character of its prin- 
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cipal director. .. The -hon.. gent., however, 
has.told us, that he entertains a very sincerp 
respect for this noble lord ;. and, really, here] 
must remark, that. I never beard of any pubs 
lic character for whom men are more forward 
to profess respect, nor one that is. so much 
respected, and yet so much aspersed. The 
grounds of the respect are, however, notori- 
ous, while, those of the aspersion are not pre. 
tended to rest upon more than hearsay eyj. 
dence, which is surely not sufficient to. in. 
duce this House to acquiesce in a motion that 
has no other object in view, than to con 

an imputation, upon one of the most gallant 
and meritorious characters this country has 
ever produced. For such a purpose | will 
never give my vote. I will not consentito 
the grant of a single slip of paper, however 
plausible the pretence for demanding it, ‘that 
may lead to an inquiry for which there, ex 


ists no necessity whatever; to enter into. 


which would imply a suspicion for which 
there is not the shadow. of .excuse, and im 
port an accusation for, which there is. not the 
slightest ground. I would ask the righthon, 
mover of this proposition, what, are the sea 
sons, for he certainly has not stated any, 
which have provoked him to alter his senti- 
ments with respect to the noble lord-who wat 
the subject of such warm panegyric,, upon 
the first accession of the present ministersip 
ofice; and who, I would be. curious 
know, does the right hon. gent. think, mop 
adequate, to the high station he fills; whom 
would he recommend to succeed him ? If the 
rigot bov. gent, did pronounce the splendid 
panegyric to which J have alluded upon this 
noble lord, upon light grounds, he. was eer’ 
tainly very censurable, for he was, asit 
were, giving a false character, and that ofa 
great public servant ; but it was well knows 
that those grounds were not light, they,rem 
ed upon the highest public services,, aid 
were supported by the warm and upanimoms 
applauses of the country. Why then;havethe 
right hon. gent., or the bon. gent. who spoke 
last, changed their opinions ?- Why have they 
altered their sentiments of the noble, lord? 
Has any thing occurred. singe to, induce: 
justify the change? I challenge them a 
the most minute retrospect of the conduchgt 
that noble lord since his appointment toshe 
presidency of the Admiralty. 1. call upgp. 
them to re-trace all, his steps, and. to pol 
out one-reason why he has forfeited thei 
confidence. I mean, such a reason asa 
House would recognise as sufficient toj0 
the proposedinquiry- What facts have) 

in their power to produce? I-am sa 
they have none, and therefore I willy 


Bae S ess 
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the proposition ; and this is the first install Hf Wy: 
‘oF 


‘ 
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4f which it has happened that I have felt it 
fiy duty to oppose a motion for inquiry. In- 
deed, on every such motion heretofore that 
frecollect, particularly during the adminis- 
ration of the right hon. gent. by whom the 
resent motion’ is submitted to the House, 
ample grounds were laid to demand inquiry ; 
pat if this instance I] am of opinion that the 
demand is unsupported, not merely by ¢com- 
‘(pon sense, but common décency. I do not 
intend to attribute improper motives to the 
fight hon. mover; but 1 beg to ask him, 
what good can he accomplish by the produc- 
fion‘ of papers respecting the state of our 
favy'in a former war ? What are his views? 
Does‘ he tiedn to institute a comparison be- 
tween Lord St. Vincent and Lord Spen:er ? 
Tolascertain which of the two is better qua- 
jifed to manage our naval concerns? I can 
not'seé the purpose of such a contrast. It 
¢annot tend to any good object. Indeed I 
im confident, that if a stranget were to ob- 
sétve the whole of this proceeding, he would 
fot hesitate to pronounce that it could be 
oily actuated by factious and party motives, 
This I am the more strongly inclined to be- 
lieve from the statements of the gallant offie 
ter (Sir E. l’ellew), which was-quite a satis- 
fictoty reply to all the atguments that have 
beth advanced this evening, and a full refu- 
fition of the calumnies that have been for 
some time back propagated relative to the 
@idition of our navy. In that speech, 
| Which applied as forcibly to ihe heart as the 
inderstanding, the hon. baronet manifested 
flot' only that sincerity and frankness which 


® W the general characteristic of that profes- 


‘fon of which be forms so bright an orna- 
“Ment, and which never tails to interest any 
thi capable of feeling, but also a considera- 
be share of acuteness and judgment; he 
fiade some very pertinent remarks upon the 
fatare of those gun-boats which seem to be 
lithifavourites of the right hon. gent. who 
bought forward this motion, but of which 
fhe'hon. bart. does not appear at all to ap- 
(me and, from my own observation, I 
‘@ttainly am disposed to agree with that hon. 
Mironet, who is much more competent to 
dge upon the subject than the right hon. 

t. or any other statesman. I am not sur- 
that these gan-bidats should be treated 

so much contempt by naval men. * I 

live happened to see something of them my- 
; pby accident,’in the course of the last war 
mthe’south coast, and they really appeared 
pWihe to be quite unfit to tender any mate- 
service in the-way of attack or aetence ; 
ised Some of them were incapable of firing 
Ti - Itis known that out of the 120 gun- 





[902 
boats which the right hon. gent. had in cona- 
miission at the. elose of the last war, there 
were scarcely ahy retained as. at all usefal, 
dnd that 62 of them, which wete purchased 
froin contractors, were much the worst. 
Enough has been said by the. hon. bart. of 
the kind of vessels which contractors gene- 
rally built; and, without referring to the 
ships of the line, of which thé hon. bart. 
has taken notice, in proof of the badness 
of materials and the inferiority of their 
workmanship, I shall only remark on these 
gun-boats. I do not, indeed, like to dwell 


_on the misconduct of inferfor officets in any 


department. I do not wish to hear of auch 
persons in this House’; we should look al- 
ways to the heads of those departments as 
the persons answerable to us. The navy 
board may be suspected of having piayed 
into the hands of the contractors during the 
last war; and to that, perhaps, was owing 
the great inferiority of the right hon. gent.’s 
gun-boats—an inferiority which was certain- 
ly very glaritg, for out of the 120, 87 were 
sold, after advertisement; for almost nothing; 
some which could not be disposed of were 
retained, and six were sent to Jersey, which 
were found so utterly useless, that Captain 
D’Auvergne kuew not what to do- with 
them. He, however, sent-five of them home 
some time after, and was obliged to send 
some of his best croaisers to tow them safely. 
Yet this is the kind of force which the.right 
hon. gent. would recommend in preference 
to any other to defend our coast! It reminds 
me of an anecdote of the right.hon. gent.’s 
administration, when 3.men of war were 
sent to this country from Portugal, which 
was our ally; those ships were found ‘to be 
so incapable of giving us any assistance; but, 
on the contrary, were so little sea-worthy; 
that it was determined to send them home, 
and’ it became absolutely. necessaty to dis- 
patch one of our frigates with them as a con- 
voy. . Such shipping would of course be ra- 
ther an incumbrance to us; and the gun- 
boats, to which the right hon. gent.- is so 
partial, would; from all that I have:heard 
abroad, which is corroborated by the hon. 
bart. this night, be rather injurious: on th: 
score of expense, and the number of men 
they would necessarily requiré,- than lixelv 
to be serviceable:—Alb hon. admiral on th 

lower bench (Admiral Berkeley) has; in the 
course of a very extraordinary speech, sci ca, 
that he had delivered in a plan to the Admi- 
talty, which, if acted upon, must effectually 
recure our own coast, and completely destroy 
the flotilla of thé enémy. ‘Tae gallant a4-. 
miral has detailed to the House some parts of 
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a-plan which: he tells us is the production of 
his own brain, and doubtless it is, from the 
specimen he has given us, a tolerably strong 
proof of, his gallantry to own it. Without 
pretending to much nautical knowledge, one 
might, IL think, question the correctness of 
the hon, admiral’s ideas upon this project, 
for the practicability of making use of gun- 
boats to annoy the flotillas.on the. French 
coast was denied by every intelligent naval 
officer; but, whatever is their use in the 
shoals along that coast, they surely are inca- 
pable of any degree of utility, comparable to 
that which may be derived from large ship- 
ping upon our own coast. Wherever the 
latter can be employed, the former must be 
comparatively useless. It is notorious that, 
all, along from Pevensey to Dungeness, a 
mao of war can.anchor close in shore, such 
is the depth of water. This, therefore, is 
the description of force upon which T would 
place my confidence, either for attack or de- 
tence. As to the former, who can entertain 
a doubt that, if the French gun-bosats should 
yeuture out, and the slightest breeze should 
arise, that Capt. Markham, whom I men- 
tion pot asa member of Parliament, for that 
I know would be irregular, but as a naval 
officer, that Sir Ed. Pellew, Sir T. Trow- 
bridge, or in fact, any officer known iu our 
naval records, would not, with a single 74, 
shoot through and sink a crowd of that cgn- 
temptible craft.—W ith respect to the number 
of seamen. and marines now employed, it 
has been stated by the right hon. gent. on 
the Treasury Bench, that there were 98,000, 
which.is only 2000 short of the whole amount 
voted; but thehon. gent. whospoke last is stil] 
dissatisfied, He says, that there ought to be 
more men. He. does.not seem to recollect, 
thatthe vote of the House limitted the Admi- 
ralty ; and that it was at the time that vote was 
made the hon., gent.’s objections would be 
most timely and proper. That was the pe- 
riod.to consider the amount of the force ne- 
cessaty to maintain the war, The Admiralty 
had thought 100,000 men svfficient, and it 
appeared that they were right, notwithstand- 
ing the hon. gent.’s disapprobation. “They 
had, and it. was not the least-of their merit, 
collected this vast force in the space of 12 
months, notwithstanding the number of our 
other descriptions of force, and without in- 
terrupting the active employment of our po- 
pulation, in the various avocations of com- 
merce, manufactures and agriculture, To 
the.observations of the right hon. gent.g-on 
the propriety of building sbips in merchants’ 
dock yards, I trust enough has been, said by 
the hon. bart. (Sir Ed. Pellew), at whose 
presence this night the House has reason to 
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mentioned with respect to the right hom 
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rejoice, to convince the right ‘hon, gent, of 
his error, and also to shew him that his para 
tiality to gun-boats is not quite so judicious 
as he imagined After what the hon: bart; 
has urged on this point, I should bopethg 
right hon. gent. will no loager attemptitg 
maintain his argument, unless he be influ 
enced by such magnanimity, that he woul 
not wish to.oppose the French gun-boats 
any but their own matches. I have heardg 
right hon. gent. on the lcwer bench (Mr, 
Windham) often deplore that ‘ the age of 
chivalry was gone;” but surely that com 
plaint can no longer be repeated, ifthe tj 
hon. mover of the proposition before: the 
House shall continue to manifest a wish ta. 
ther to oppose gun-boats to those of the 
French, than to see a crowd of them ron 
down by an English 74. This would be 
something like the feeling which I am gute 
would influence the right hon. gent. on the 
lower bench, if, in passing through the 
street, he should happen to see two men en- 
gaged of unequal size and strength. The 
tight hon, gent. would immediately interest 
himself for the weaker party, and call into 
action that science for which he is so distin 
guished, to release, and perhaps to avenge 
him.—To be serious: it is absurd: to'say, 
that we should at once give up that formid 
able description of naval force, in which we 
have always found our strength-and our glo 
ry, and take up another which is condemned, 
not merely by the experience to which Ihave 
already referred, but by the judgment of the 
most respectable naval officers. That this 
change too should be chosen, as the right 
hon. gent. recommended, merely in: ordet 
to reduce us to a level with the French boats, 
for no other argument to support the choice 
has been advanced, really surprises. me, “It 
is something like this, that if we hada stone 
wall to defend us against the shot of an ene: 
my, it should be recommended to us to throw 
down the wall and fling stones at our aljail 
anis. An-anecdote has been very ge 











































gent. who has commenced this debate: It 
is said that he proposed this sentiment 
‘« The Volunteers, and. a speedy m 
with the enemy on our own shores.” 
toast, I understand, was propoxed among: 
number of voluntecr officers above 6 

ago, at a time when. ‘he volunteers, poo 
whom we are so much to rely for ourseclr 
tity, could not be much acquainted wil 
discipline, if, according to the right bom 
gent.’s assertion, they are even now ¥ay 
defective in that respect. I amas? 
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any man to pay. a just compliment tom & 1 


right hon. gent.’s active endeayours:togim 
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the improvement of the volunteers... I 
goknowledge that his solicitude for their ad- 

} nt-and glory is considerable, and 
' probably he wishes to remove any impedi- 
pent.in their way. . His desire is, perhaps, 
that they should have a full opportunity of 
distinguishing themselves pursuant to the 
toast 1 have quoted. If such be his view, 
he certainly could not accomplish it by better 
means than by contriving to have the defence 
of our country committed to his favourite 
wo-boats, instead of menof war. Indepen- 
dently of the other objections which I have 
offered to those gun-boats, there is one which 
 geeuts to me of too much strength to be 
omitted. . If they were of the same kind as 
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the Mf those of thelast war, any description of men 
ron world be good enough, or too good, for 
be them; and if good men were required for 
sure them, they could not be had without de- 
the ducting from the number necessary for our 
the —§ important shipping. Why, then, join with 
en- the corrupt band of detected speculators in 
The @ censuring the Admiralty fornot paying allthe 
rest | attentions which the right hon. gent. desired 
into tothese gun boats? A little consideration 






tins ought to be sufficient to prevent any man from 
nge @ complaining of that respectable Board—that 
say, d which is respectable in the estimation 
mids of all men but mistaken partisans or fraudu- 






lent contractors —that Board which has had 
uch numerous difficulties to encounter, all 
incurred by a solicitude to expose and punish 
fraud, to recover and to spare the public 
money. Has the right hon. gent. read the 
five reports from the commissioners appoint- 
@ito inquire into the abuses committed in 
theseveral branches of the naval department? 
Ifso, has he not there seen the foul corrup- 
tion, the abominable artifice, with which 
the Admiralty has bad to struggle? Has 
therright hon. gent. observed the frands ex- 
posed in the second report——the block and 
coopers’ contracts, where 2000I. have been 
agi work. proved not to be worth 2001. ? 
Has-he read the description of the plunder 
ie on seamen by the. prize-agents; 
if so, can he, can any man who loves 
the friends of his country and virtue, refuse 
his gratitude and admiration to the first lord 
an. Admiraity who originated this ingui- 
ff? an inquiry which has ieine.ed against 
hima host of enemies. They are enemies, 
Mowever, which that noble lord must despise. 
ihwas but the prejudice of defeated vice 
Mainst triumphant virte. Itcould not dis- 
fith the noble lord’s mind. While he was 
| Sly assailed by those worms who had fed 
#d fattened upon the corruption of the na- 

) ewhile he had only to reckon as his foes 
ame who had proved themselves hostile to 
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honour and justice, who had eoriched them- 
selves on the spoils of their country—while 
such only were his enemies, the noble lord 
would proceed in his course of glory as he 


| did in the victory’ on the memorable 14th of 


February, 1797, disdaining and declining to 
retaliate their attack; but when the right 
hon. author of the motion before the House 
becomes his assailant, the noble lord must 
feel surprised. Even that right hon. gent. 
however, cannot injure him. His fame 
stands too high, his character is too firmly 
established, to be hurt by the assertions of any 
member, and | have no doubt that the noble 
lord will be ever found entitled to the. ap- 
plause and protection of his country. — With 
regard to the.right hon. gent.’s recommend- 
ation, that shipping should be built in the 
merchants’ dock yards, I shall only refer him 
to the ships mentioned by the hon. bart. and 
also to the cases described in the reports of 
the commissioners of naval inquiry, particu- 
larly to the cases where it appeared that the 
persons who received payment for ships built 
ia merchants’ yards were clerks in the King’s 
dock-yards, Is it possible to suppose that 
collusions did not exist in such cases as these? 
The right hon. gent. has said, that it is im- 
possible, during war, to build any number of 
ships in the King’s dock-yards, and. that 
therefore a necessity arises of resorting to 
the merchants’ yards. What a.melancholy 
expression—that in those yards, where there 
are 3,200 men employed, nothing more than 
the mere repair of ships could be done! If 
so, then our surprise must be diminished, 
that a French fleet should have been permit- 
ted, in the course of the last war, to find its 
way to Egypt, and another French fleet to 
sail to Ireland, where nothing but the ele- 
ments offered to prevent a formidable French 
army from Janding. If, however, the King’s 
dock-yards are really so little useful, or-ras 
ther so useless, they ought to be abolished 
altogether. A new system ought to ‘be a= 
dopted. If they could only finish in these 
yards 24 sail of the line, 15 ffigates, and 
some few sloops in the course of 20 years, 
although it is known that 45-shipwrights can 
build a 74 in one year, thet there are 3;200 
shipwrights in those yards; und that the ex~ 
pense, &c. could not be less in 20 years than 
4,100,0C0!. a sum equal to the building of 
the whole navv of England, it follows, of 
course, that it is bad policy to continue the 
maintenance of these dock-yards. It is be- 
sides well known that the internal sysvem of 
these yards is bad. There is no difference 
in the wages allowed to the workmen; the 
unskilful can earn as much as those of adiffe- 
rent description, Thu: emulation is prevent- 
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ed, and many advantages, of course, lost to 
the employers. The right hon. gent. may 
answer this, and’say, that, although so many 
abuses have been detected by the commis- 
“sioners of naval-inguiry, that still the system 
of the-dock-yards is gaod: but I assert, and 
am prepared to maintain the assertion, that 
abuses pervade every department of ‘the sys- 
tem. Does the right hon. gent. know of the 
frauds which the commissioners have found 
to have been committed in every article with 
which these yards are furnished, particularly 
blocks ?., From these abuses arise the neces- 
sity .of advertising for contractors to build 
shipping; and as to correct them, to pro- 
duce integrity and arrangement in all the de- 
partments of the navy, isand has been the 
‘great endeavour of the high character upon 
whom it appears to be object:of the motion 
before the House to fix an-imputation, | 
‘shall vote against it with as much satisfaction 
as ever 1 gave a vote since | had’the honour 
of a seat in this House, fully convinced that 
such a motion is only calculated to gratify 
the corrupt, to frown upon reform, and to 
assail the reputation of a gallant officer, 
wwhose.claims tothe gfatitude of the country 
ean only be equalled by the esteem and at- 
‘tachment he enjoys among all that are great 
and good. 

Mr. Fox.—Sir; I feel myself placed in a 
situation somewhat extraordinary on this oc- 
easion. With a great part of what has been 
said on the merits of the first lord of the 
Admiralty, I. am strongly disposed to:con- 
cur; but at the same time, I cannot see how 
these arguments tended to the conclusion at 
which. they arrived. My hon. friend near 
me-(Mr. Sheridan) has made, as he always 
does, a speech of the utmost brilliancy and 
eloquence, in.which, however, he seems to 
me to. have almost entirely omitted the rea- 

’ sons on which he was to negative the motion, 
and he: contented himself with announcing 
the,vote he:was prepared to give. Though 
ready to give my ready assent to the distin- 
guished worth and. pre-eminent services of 
Lord St. Vincent, } feel that the best way I 
«an testify my respect for such a character, 
isito give my voie for the motion, -I feel 
that-a‘slar thrown onthe reputation of Earl 
Sts Vincent, would be a loss to the cotintry, 
"and 10 remove every suspicion of that kind, 


Tsay, Jet.there:be ampie means of inquiry 


afforded,.so that the triumph of Lord St. 
MVineent may be the more complete, satisfac- 
tory and glorious. It appears to me that the 
defenders of Lord St. Vincent had but two 
eourses which they could with propriety pur- 


sue, either-to say that no case whatever had 
been made out, and then refuse all the pa- 
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pers asked, or to’ produce all the paper 
which could reasonably be asked for, ang 
upon the.consideration of those to call forthe 
censure or the acquital of the House. By 
the line of conduct which ministers Haye 
thought fit to take, does neither the one or thy 


other. By granting’some papers and refiig, - 


ing others, they admit enough to counte 
matice the suspicion of something wrong ij 
the naval administration, and do not go far 
enough to let that suspicion be wiped away, 
But the course which ministers have thou 

fit to adopt it is not difficult to explainy 


‘They wish to defend Lord St. Vincent a 


they would have defended themselves 5 they 
wish to put him ona level with them, to ob 
tain the precedent of his great name to resist 
inquiry, so that every other inquiry maybe 
frustrated; they wish to put bim on a level 
with Lord Hardwicke, so that the refusal of 


‘inquiry in the instance of one that can bearit, 


may be an argument for setting inquiry aside 
when it might tend to produce discoveries 
they would suppress. The right hon. gent, 


who spoke first (Mr. Tierney) against the 


motion, agrees that the papers alluded toin 
two of the motions shall be granted ; bathe 
is of opinion that the third caanot be grant 
ed. If, however, to ask for any papers at’ 
a'l be to cast some slur on the first lord of 
the Admiralty, why‘are any papers granted 
at all? Or is it because those which arere 
fused might lead to inquiry, that they ate 
with-held? If this be the object of the de 
fenders of Lord St. Vincent, I am confident 
that he must disclaim such a mode of pte 
ceeding. I am confident that he woulf 
countenance no shuffling or evasion to sup 
press inquiry; and that he would’ not be 
content if he thought that it could be si 


pected he was adverse to have his adminié . 


tration canvassed. Thus ministers, koow: 
ing that the conduct of the first lord of the 
Admiralty is in-every respect a contrast 0 
their own, wish to make common cause wilt 
him, in offering a mode of defence to whieh, 
on a future’ occasion, they thentselves may 
resort; ‘Towards Lord St. Vincent 1 fet 
much personal friendship, and this ‘rendett 
me anxious that his reputation should staid 
high; ‘but public motives give me a still 
greater interest in his fame and-honour. Of 
bis glorious achievement on the 14th of T& 
bruary no man can think higher than 1d0y 
but his conflict with the abuses and corrap 
tions of his department appears to me, the 
less brilliant, not less arduous ‘and mer 
otis. On the 14th of February heen 
and vanquished theenemy; but he bas ™ 
ged a war noless diffidult; with jobs, and cil 


tracts, aadfrauds,- He-has'brokemtheirem 
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pattled line, no less arduous than to pene- 
rate that of the enemy. My admiration of 
him is increased to find him possess, in so 
high a degree, that which is more rare than 
jantry.in:the field: civil courage and de- 
tisjon aswell as personal courage. | feel 
that his. virtues and public deserts in this 
contest with corruption have natuarally led 
tothat obliquy by which he has been pursu- 
td. The attempt-to put to rout the hosts of 
corruption must have created him enemies. 
Sueh may have been the persons from whom 
bon. gent. opposite (Mr. Wtiberforce) ob- 
tained the information he mentioned ;, butlet 
the miserable witnesses be brought forward, 
that their testimony may be examined and 
disproved. . This-calls to my mind an anec- 
dote of. a risible nature. It happened that 
when Mr. Justice. Willes, a man who to 
many eminent qualities added. a considerable 
portion of humour, was. ons day employed 
inirying a cause, I believe of murder, and 
one of. the witnesses deposed that a ghost 
had said so and so ;—** O, very well, (said 
the judge), I have. no objection to the evi- 
dence of a ghost; let him be brought in and 
sworn!” So, provided the witnesses alluded 
toby the hon. gent. can be brought forward, 
Vhave, no. objection to receive their evidence 
ttthe bar of the House, that we may after- 
| Wards decide upon it.—During. the whole 
course of the debate, the only person who 
hasmade any direct charge against the con- 
duct of the Admiralty in general, is my 
hon, and gallant relation, (Admiral Berke- 
ky), who, spoke lately. As to the right 
» gent.. who made the motions, I confess, 
the seems to me to have. made out little 
%no case. ‘With respect to the number. of 
gun-boats in employment now and at former 
Petiods, the comparison affords no conclu- 
sion, unless it be shewn likewise that the ex- 
wency of the case was such, as to demand 
greater exertions and a greater proportion of 
this species of force. Unless too it can be 
iewn, that of gun-brigs a greater number 
Ought'to be employed, the late period. at 
Which the Admiralty made the contracts for 
wuch vessels proves nothing. The right hon. 
gent. Jikewise proposes to address the Crown, 
iteommending greater exertions in this way ; 
but ay measures for the improvement. of 
our, defence must be left to those who are in 
ial situations. But in viewing our state 
idefence, the great mind of the right hon. 
Bent...must. see that it must. be judged of 
pon a. general system, and not upon any 
Patticolar point,: It is impossible, but, that 
WYjewing each point separately, there must 
far to be some deficiency. It is evident, 
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‘ overlooked, in order that «the perfection .of 


the whole. may be: obtained ;. and [ am in- 
clined to think, that if there be any part of 
our defence which it was-more safe to sacri- 
fice than another, from its being of inferior 
moment, it is. that of which the right tov. 
gent. ‘has insisted. Had the motion® been 
for papers generally, I might have. been.a 
little. puzzled to know how I should vote, 
though I believe.I still should have voted for. 
inquity.; but_as the matterstands now I can~ 
not hesitate... If the parpers are refused, -it 
must infer some slur. upon the first lord of 
the Admiralty ; if some of these documents 
are with-held, it may be said by .the right 
hon. gent., that-he was prevented from car- 
rying the question he meant to move, be- 
cause inquiry was. suppressed, and he was 
denied the papers by which his case was tobe 
proved.. But, it is said, that if all the pae 
pers were granted,,a suspicion would lie 
against the first lord of the Admiralty. But 
how Jong could such a suspicion continue? 
No longer, surely, than till the inquiry took 
place. But if any suspicion arises from the 
motion, or from the papers. .produced, it 
is impossible to say how long | suspicion 
may remain, since no inguiry is allowed by 
which it can be removed. Ministers profess 
themselves friends of Lord St. Vincent in the 
present instance ; but how have they shewn 
themselves solicitous about the fame and the 
accommodation of that. noble lord on other 
occasions?) Do-we not know, that, for.at 
least eighteen months, a. difference of the 
most serious kind, and to the impediment of 
public business, existed between the first 
lord and the secretary of the Admiralty ? yet, 
that secretary preserved his place for a year 
and a half, under those very ministers who 
lately contended, that on account of a,cool~ 
ness between the lord lieut. of Ireland and 
the commander in. chief there, it was impos- 
sible that the latter could, consistently with 
the public safety, remain in his place a week. 
I cannot help thinking, therefore, that the 
defence now set up by ministers, as’ rather 
intended to be a convenient -protection to 
themselves for the future, than as any thing 
which Lord St. Vincent's case would require. ~ 
If. Lord St. Vincent's conduct; which would 
stand inquiry, -is to be opposed to any inqui- 
ry, then will others avail themselves of the 
example, to contend that they too, though 
they declined investigation, .were equally 
conscious of rectitude -and merit.. And is 
this the. way to do honour to ‘Lord St. Vin- 
cent’s character and superiority? Indeed, 
that ministers look more to-the benefit of 
the example than to the credit of the first 


Wer, that some inferior pasts must be | Jord of the Admiralty, appears to me from 
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the manner in which the motion had been 
opposed. It seems as if it were said, we 
will grant such papers as will not incalpate 
the first lord of the Admiralty, and do not 
lead to inquiry. Why, then, aré others re- 
fused? Will it not be said, that they would 
have inculpated the Admiralty and led to in- 
quity? and this is the way in which Lord St 
Vincent's reputation is to be defended by his 
colleagues. The same right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Tierney), to whose'defence of the Admiralty 
Thave just alluded, says too, that there is no 
complaint against the Admiralty out of doors; 
and also, that the public are equally content 
with the whole conduct of the present minis- 
ters. As to the general character of minis- 
ters with the public I shall give no testimo- 
ty; but if the conduct of ministers were to 
be the objett of discussion, and decided by 
argument, it would not be difficult to shew 
what the public ought to think of them. 
This suffer me to illustrate by a good ha- 
moured comparison, which on general prin- 
ciples often afford the best illustration. In 
one of Moliere’s plays, a grave old gentle- 
‘Mhan martiés a young wife, or does something 
or other not vety suitable to his character. 
Every body, however, is mightily content 
with what he had done, except that when 
it is mentionéd every one burst out a laugh- 
ing. In the same manner, though it hap- 
pens that every body is so well content with 
the present ministers, yet when theif merits 
are'spoken of it generally produces a laugh, 
or at least a smile, on every ‘countenance, 
Different indeed is Lord St. Vincent in this 
réspect from all his colleagues;° and know- 
ing that he isin every respect 4 perfect con- 
trast to (hem in merit and reputation, they 
Wish to bring bim down to:their level, or at 
least to shelter themselves under his great 
authority, Bat in order to strengthen the 
public corifidence in Lord St. Vincent, let 
the administration of the Admiralty be ex- 
amined, aid the services of that noble lord 
Will appear eveti more important than they 
have yet beén estimated. In votitig for this 
fhotion on these grounds, T am conscious 
that [ do that which privaté friendship and 
public duty equally prescribe. 

The Chazcellor of the Exchequer said, that 
he did not tise to add much to the strong 
atid convincing arguments which had been 
80 ably urged:in defence of the measures of 
the Admiralty, but to make a few ebserva- 
tiotis on what'liad fallen from the hon. gent. 
who had just sat dowf. Although the hon. 
gent. had said, that all or none of the papers 
moved fot ought to be granted, the House, 
he trusted, would see the distinction, and 
they would be disposed rather to acknowledge 


the fairness of administration that were ready 


to lay before the House every informatigy 


that could be granted consistently with the 


public safety: From every thing which ie’ 


knew, from every thing which had bee 
urged, he was satisfied hd 


been made out which at all rendered: it nee 


cessary that Lord St. Vincent should be put. 


upon his defence. If, however, there cay 
be any doubt in the minds of the public asig 
the efficiency of our naval defence, the py 
pers that are to be produced will afford thy 
fullest satisfaction, It is not difficult, theres 
fore, to perceive the reason why some pat 
of the papers are refused, while others ate 
granted. As to the number of gun-vegsey 
contracted for, he conceived that it wasg 
good reason for refusing those papers, as, if 
granted, it would bé necessary to go into m 
inquiry upon other points connected with it; 
from which might result much inconveni: 
énce and detriment to the public service. The 
same reason occurred for refusing those pa 
pers respecting the number of ships tobe 
built in 1793 and subsequent periods, asit 
must branch into the same kind of detail 


and call for the same kind of communication, 


In every point, therefore, in which pa 


ate réfused, it is whéré it would be inca 


venient for the public service to grantil 
and it is granted in évery case where thiste 


straint did not exist. The hon. gent. (Mr & 


Fox) called himself the friend of Lord 
Vincent, and solicitous for his fame; 
the hon. gent. had on former occasions pro 
fessed himself the real friend of great | 
and on these occasions he had always acted 
"that part which the friends of those men dif 


at no ground had 
been laid for any inquiry ; that no case hag 


i aie ie oy his i Rn a i ke hes, eri 


oa 


not support. When it was proposed to we & 


thanks to Lord Cernwallis, the hon. géik 


opposed that vote, upon the ground that & 


was better for the reputation of that’ noble 


lord that the vote of thanks should not pat 3 


In the same manner, professing to be 


friend of Lord St. Vincent, he scrupled aa 


to +xposé that noble lord to the suspicion 


cnal-administration by supporting a motion to 
fot inquiry, for which he admitted that td 


groutid had been laid. I confess, howert 


{said Mr. A.) I intend to shew my a 


and’ friendship for Lord St. Vincent 


condict the ‘reverse of that of the hon. gets @ ® 


With respect to the system of degrading Om 
navy to the same level with the misery: 
species of naval force to which the ene 


want of means compelted them fo, ex be. 


he agreed entirely with the hon, baron 


who spoke so ably. It surely wold Dy 


strange indeed, if with giants at our disp | 





we should employ pigmies; but wi 





—e* 
co 


. 


* 
eBs8BF 


913) 
‘an inferior species of naval force was neces- 
y, it would not be wanting. It’had been 
ady stated (by Sir E. Pcllew), that on 

‘the coast of France such was the nature of 
"the shore that no species of craft could pre- 
‘yeat the enemy's boats creeping along. In 
‘addition to (he powerful testimony of that 
‘@ficer, he could produce that of another 
paval officer (Captain Day) who had been 
Boployed by the Admiralty to examine and 
report his opinion as to the possibility of giv- 


gefeesi 2. 


| ing any effectual check to the communica- 
fionof the enemy's gun-boats along their 
own shores, That officer, in a letter to the 
‘Admiralty, states, that on account of the 
hallowness of the French cvast, and the 
amber of batteries on shore, it was _im- 
possible for us to send any species of vessels 
- tlose enough to make any material impres- 
_fion on the enemy ; and as the enemy had 
. artillery ccootinually moving along 
shore, it was impossible even. to send in 
ol for the purpose of annoying the squa- 
frons of the enemy's flotillas. . Such was the 
fase as to annoying the cnemy on their own 
$hores; but in every siluation where oor 
maller vessels could be of use to the protec- 
‘tion of our own coasts, at every fit. station 
4d exposed point from the North Foreland 
aaah 8 there was scarce a point for 
defence of which ample provision had 
‘Wot been made. It had been said that there 
ie larger: number of gun-boats last war; 


But of the value of such vessels, he had a 
‘Aetter. in bis hand from an officer of merit, 
» (Lieut, Tokeley), which would give . the 
House someidea. ‘That.officer states in the 
Hetter, that he was once commander of one 
‘ithe Dutch vessels which had been fitted 
“Matas a gun-boat, and. it. was almost im- 
Msible to keep her fromsinking. Twenty 
schooners had been fitted out with one 
pounder, which did not answer, and: 
ey were armed -with carronades. These 
dis BH ¥essels bad commonly lain idle at Plymouth, 
MB Md were good for nothing but a parade on 
®@ Atine day, so that if they should have ven- 
ed so iar out.as the Edystone Lighthouse, 
never would have. returned to port had 
op-gallant breeze arose.. The Chancellor 
ihe Hxchequer said, that of the gun-brigs, 
Much better kind of vessely orders. had 
en.given for building 23 of them; but the 
il lord-of the Admiralty, deeming it ad- 
able. to consplete. other vessels that were 
hand, had ordered the sloops of war to 
) 8 previously launched ; and if more gun- 
Wgswere not iv service, it certainly was 
tause the first lord of the Admiralty was 
wion that another aod superior kind 
Wiorce was preferable, It had been said, 
yon. I. . 
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that the number of ship-wrights in the yards “ 
was 800 deficient. The fact, however, Was, 
that more men were’ now in the yards than 
during the first year of the last war, and only 
58 less than during the highest year of last 
war. It was to be considered, too, that ‘as 
nearly 400 persons had been discharged Who 
received 6s. a day for doing nothing, tHe 
number of efficient men now was greater 
than it had ever been.—But it was anneces- 
sary for him to go farther into detail which 
had been so much better handled: He a- 
greed with the right hon. gent. opposite, 
that it was because Lord $t. Vincent hid 
shewn himself so inexorable a foe’ to abyses’; 
because he had shewn Himself determined'to 
lay the axe to the root of the tree, that he 
ad incurred so much obloquy: There were 
other great men engaged in the same arduous 
career, who.had their share of that obloquy ; 


| buthe was convinced that to this chiefly wete 


complaints owing ; and sometimes, perhaps, 
those men, from their habits of life not ‘caf- 
culated to give grace to refusal and to soften 
denial, might have excited the animosity of 
those whom it was impossible to gratify. 
The public, indeed, had a deep interest in the 
character of such mjen, and of the first lord 
of the Admiralty. No man was better qua- 
lified to serve the country than ‘that noble 
lord. —Of him might be said, what had Been 
said of Lord Chatham, that he had the name 
of an Englishman, respectable in’ every 
Fe globe; “ clarunt et véenera- 

bile nomen,” &c. The House and the 
country will judgé who best consult the 
fame of Lerd St. Vincent*in the present 
occasion, and if no ground of inquiry’ be Jaid, 
surely nothing could be more to be deprecated, 
than at so critical a moment throwing suspi- 
cion on so impertant a branch cf the pablic 
defence, and wasting the time and atrention 
of the House upon unnecessary inquiries, 
Mr. G. Ponsonby was sorry to see an im- 
putation brought against his hon. friend be- 
low, that was of all others, he thovght,’ the 
least likely to be brought. He would ask - 
the right hon. gent. opposite, if he had pre- 
served his friendship inviolate tosuch a degree 
as his hon. friend (Mr. Fox}, or if he in every‘ 
instance had carried h’s friendship to the 
same extent? Had his friend by him tapped 
the right lion. gent. on the shoulder, and bid 
him look behind, that right hen. gent. would 
have seen a quondam friend, for whom, per- 
haps, he had not preserved “all the attach- 
ments nor all the sympathies of friendship, 
—Why should any wish exist to cohceal the 
naval situation of the Gotdntry?- The more 
dur state is known, the more respect will our 
paval force command. He could perceive 
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no ground of delicacy on this question, when 
our naval. superiority was ‘so confessedly ad- 
mitted even by our enemies, The more, in 
faot, our naval foree is known, the more wé 
must be dreaded. Nor could:such an inves- 
tigation, as. that proposed by the motion, give 
eater information to. the enemy than what 
they already possessed, which was, he con- 
ceived, an information ef our superiority. 
He would ask the House what had been the 
conduct of the Admiraty in regard to the 
most. vulnerable part of the empire. Was 
it.yot. the most judicious in every respect ? 
Kyery person would admit Ire!and to be that 
part of the empire which he had described, 
and.the conduct of the Admiralty, in regard 
to Jreland, was the most satisfactory, and ap- 
peared, he could say from good authority, 
io those that were most interested in that 
part of the empire, to be best calculated 
fur protection and security, What descrip- 
tion ,of vessels did Ireland most require, 
dé by what description of vessels had lveland 
been so much satisfied? It was by large 
vessels that the shores of Ireland had been p:o- 
fected, and not by small craft, which seemed 
tobe the object of those gentlemen to re- 
ornmend ; and Ireland, at the same time, it 
would be admitted, was the weakest part of 
the empire, and. therefore the best criterion 
by which we ought to judge from experience 
ofthe best meang of our defence. ‘The hon, 
gent. was by no, means anxious to go into 
comparisons, but at the same time no com- 
atisons, be wascertain, could determine in any 
way disadvantageous to the noble lord now at 
the, head of the Admiralty. A force, he 
remembered, had hovered over the coast of 
Ireland for upwards of ¥7 days, under a for- 
mer administration, With general Hoche at 
its head, which had not the weather pre- 
yented it from standing, might have been at- 
tended with more serious consequences, and 
which, during those 17 days, was unmolested, 
or.. rather undiscovered by any British fleet. 
Were comparisons to be made, and were he 
permitted to follow them vp minately, he 
believed they would terminate greatly in fa- 
vour of the present Board of Admiralty in 
every respect; and feeling this with his hon. 
fricnd below (Mr. Fox), he could see no 
jaGonal objection ‘to the inquiry proposed. 
Should such an inquiry produce any effect 
io the enemy, it must be that only of deter- 
sing him from his fatal and ill-founded en- 
ier prizes, it must be that only, from the pre- 
sent state of our navy, of convincing the 
curmy that successful invasion was impos- 
jul, and that the attempt must be attended 
with discomfiture to themselves. If any ob- 
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jection was entertained to the conduct of the 
noble lord at the head of the Admiralty, jf 
must be on account of that aversion he hat 
discovered to every species of corruption, ang 
his laudable determination to check and 9p. 
pose it in every shape. On this account 
therefore, he was glad to see that noble lord 
so warmly supported by the gentleman op- 
posite, and professedly upon the same prin- 
ciple, because from this circumstance it wag 
natural to conclude, that there was no cor 
ruption existing in any of the other departs 
ments of administration, or the noble Jorg 
could not have been the only one singled out 
as an_ object of persecution in this respegt, 
He must again repeat, that in regard to 
policy, there could be no objection. The 
more the enemy shall know, the more he 
will fear, and Jord St. Vincent will have ap 
opportunity of vindicating more generally 
his ‘condact. For these reasons, the hon, 
gent. said, he would vote for the motion, 
not for an address to his Majesty to remove 
the present lord of the Admiralty, but for’ 
an inquiry by which he would be enabled to 
justify his conduct. 
Mr. Sturges Bourne was surprised that the 
papers now moved for should be refused, 
when an inquiry into the conduct of the 
Board of Admiralty, on a former occasion, 
had been so loudly challenged. Now, 
however, 3 out of the ¢ heads of informa. 
tion moved for-were refused expressly, be- 
cause they led to an inquiry into the con- 
duct of that Board. It was impossible that - 
any enemy of the noble lord who presided 
over the Admiralty could contrive ‘to at 
perse his character more than sueh conduct 
did. ‘The Board was called on to assigna 
reason why they had not done as much fot 
the defence of the country as other Boards 
had done in former times, and the neces 
sary means of this inquiry were refused, 
One right hon. ‘gent. (Mr. Tierney) had 
imputed to his right hon. friend the offence 
of damping the ardour of the country. 
He left it to the House to say, whe 
ther such was the tendency of his right hoa, 
friend’s conduct ; and whether, on the con- 
trary, he had not done every thing in his 
power to produce a contrary effect, and t 
oe the country in a state of complete de 
ence? It was also insinuated by another 
hon. gent. (Mr,Sheridan) that the motion bid 
for its ubject to encourage and protect @ 
set of corru st contractors and jobbers. He 
appealed t» the House, whether it’ wa 
possible to a'tribyte any motives of 
kind to the move®? He was at a'losit 
conceive how the Chancellor of the Exche 
quer could assert, that the number of the 
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fock-yard men, was only 58 deficient, as, 


ifhis information on that subject were cor- 
ect, the deficiency was near 1100. 


gnoved for. It was certain that at the peace 
the Admiralty had'redaced the number 400 
below the usual peace establishment. This, 


he thovght, should not fave been done till | 


our navy, worn by the length of service, 
was put in a complete state of repair: and 


ey when, as ministers must have 


fown, another war was impending.— | 


Much had been said of the impolicy of 
building ships in private yards ; he should 
be glad, however, to hear what new ships 
“were now laid down in the dock-yards, or 
what old ones were likely to be finished. 
A great many ships had been built in these 
privace yards, and now a ship or two, the 
Ajax and Achilles, were said to be defec- 
tive, and that circumstance was gravely 
assigned asa reason for desisting in a long 
established and uniform practice,—The 
motive of the present motion he conceived 
to be to show that our naval force was less 
than iiought to be. It did not confine itself 
to gun-boats, as it seemed to be under- 
flood, but applied equatly to every degree 
of force, large as well as small. The 
question seemed to be argued, as if his 
ae hon. friend meant to call on the Board 
Admiralty to dismantle the large ships, 
‘and only equip gun-boats. This was by no 
Means his intention. Preserving all the 
Jine of battle ships and frigates, it was to 
be seen whether an adequate number of 
small craft was provided for our defence ; 
of, at least, as many as could have been 
produced. He admitted the great pro- 
fesiona! character of Lord St. Vincent, to 
which he was as inclined as any one to do 
stice, and also to bis exertions in correct- 
| ing the frauds and corruptions incident to 
the naval expenditures; but cf his civil 
tonduct he might possibly entertain a very 
‘diferent opinion, The object of the pre- 
“sent motion related only to acts ot emission. 
The time might come when a further in- 
qQuiry might take place into some circum- 
@ #ances in his conduct of actaal commis- 
| Sion, which not only affected the state of our 
er defence, but was also very material 
With a view to the personal liberty of the 

tubject. 
| The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in ex- 
planation, said, that he alluded to the num- 
of shipwrights employed in the dock- 


- Jards. 
“Mr. Sturges Bourne said, that he allud- 
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He | 
did not see any objection to giving the | 
House accurate informati.n on the sub- | 
ject, which might at some future peried be | 
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ed to artificers in general, and probably 
the difference on this subject was the 
best refutation of the right hon, gentleman's 
statemnt. 

Sir Wilkam Elford spoke in favour of the 
motion, and thought the Admiralty’ had 
shown great_ severity and unbecoming ri- 
gor in theirconduct. This, he thougtit, 
applied individually to the noble lord whe 
presided at the head of the beard, hows 
ever meritorious he might otherwise be. 


People were removed from places on slight 
and frivolous pretences. 


There was in 
their whole eonduct an extreme and os- 
tentatious severity. : 
Mr. Tyrwhit Jones said, that fhe more 
this question was discussed by the House, 
the weaker were the arguments ofvall its 
advocates, In the early partof the debate, 


_an hon, admiral had stated, that he thought 


there Was no exertion om the part of the 
Admiralty. To that he would say, let him 
look at the state ofthe marine, That hon. 
admiral had also said, that he suspected the 
motions which had been made that night, 
did not go far enough in regard to making 
enquiries. If they did not, the same hon. 
admiral had told the House, that he himself 
had something to propose, which wobld 
carry the investigation still further. For 
his part, he could not rightly conceive how 
that hon. admiral could possibly carry it far- 
ther than what had been done dy the right 
hon. gent. who had made these motions, 
He thought that the present mquiry tended 
to nothing else than to injure the first lord 
of the Admiralty. Without any dispa- 
ragement to the right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt}, 
he might venture to say, that during the 
whole 17 years of his administration he had 
generally shewn himself to be inimical to 
making such inquiries, or entering into any 
investigations whatever. He, however, 
would, in justice to that right hon. gent, 
mention, that he remembered having, on 
one particular occasion, procured from 
him, with some difticulty, an old bundle of 

apers. He was notinclined to impute to 
that righthon. gent. any improper or per- 
sonal motives in his proposed investigation, 
though he must own that it appeared scme- 
what curious, that he should now venture 
to become an accuser, and indulge him- 
self in making motion after motion, and 
encouraging speech after speech, when it 
tended so evidently to injure others. So 
many motions were proposed for inquiries 
into the conduct of ministers, that there 
appeared to be no end to them. He 
could not bring himself to be convinced, 
that the right hon. gent. was really in ear- 
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nest onthigoccasion, on the contrary, he was 
inclined to think thathe had brought such 
motions forward, in order to win some bet he 
had: entered into with some of his friends. 
Ir-éven appeared to him, indeed, that the 
right hon. gent. and his coadjutors. were, 
or had been, in a similar situation to a cer- 
tain celebrated female who had lately so 
much attracted the notice of the public} 
and that he had lately been troubled with 
adream.. Whether he had been dreaming 
about - stupendous columns, about sugar 
canes, or of the western world, he could 
not take’ upon him to determine ; but it 
seemed as if he had, like the lady alluded 
to,thrown a:ide the camphor bag, and 
welconied opposition to his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters: Jt really appeared that the right 
hon. gent, had not now a leg to stand upon. 
He had brought forward these motions, 
while, at the same time, he had stated, 
conscientiously, that the noble lord of the 
admiralty had dane every thing. As for 
the coalitions which had been made, 
they.seemed to have no other object than 
to fix disgrace upon his Majesty’s own 
Tainisters ; those very ministers who had, 
in spite of all allegations to the contrary, 
the utmost confidence of the people of 
England, and who have the votes of that 
House to support their just and proper ad- 
ministration. Where, he would ask, were 
we to look more properly than to that 
House for the real and confidential senti- 
ments of the people regarding them? Had 
any petition been presented to the House 
from the inhabitants of the country, beg- 
ging that the conduct of the nobie lord, so 
often alluded to, should be strictly investi- 
gated, on account of suspicions attaching to 
him? (No. 
titions ; it had been only a whisper to the 
detriment of the noble lord ; and be was in- 
clined to suppose, that it had been upon that 
whisper alone, that the right han. gent., 
and some members of that House, seemed 
disposed to attack him. 

Captain Markbam began by saying, that 
it appeared necessary for him toclear up 
some mistakes or misrepresentations which 
originated in the course of the debate. The 
-reason for having stated the number of sea- 
men in the month of Dec. last, in prefer- 
euce to any other month, was, that the re- 
gular returns had been made to the Admi- 
ralty at that period. There were then 76,054 
seamen on board his Majesty's navy. Since 
. the month of Dec. no Jess than 6,441 had 
been added, and the return of the marines 
was 15,679. All these added together made 
atotal of 98,174 men. Those returns were 
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to be found in the Admiralty, and had no 
connexion with the Navy-Office. There 
were no less than 19 sloops of war contract. 
ed for, and were to be built in the month of 
Novy. Jast, and there were very sufficient 
reasons for gun-boats having been ordered 
previous to the contractors compleating the 
sloops. Jt was not from an idea that these 
would be immediately requited, but in or. 
der to be in readiness for particular purposes, 
As to the sloops not having been built soon. 
er than in three months, he could confident. 
ly state, that no disadvantage would result 
from that circumstance. It would have 
been very injudicious to build them in q 
hurry, or of raw or green wood, which al- 
ways proved leaky ; and he did not imagine 
thatBuonaparté’s gun-boats would be found, 
on trial, to answer his purpose, for a simi. 
Jar reason, He would rather have gentle. 
men be ‘inclined to concealment than to di- 
vulge any circumstances which might prove 
injurious to the country. It would be ne. 
cessary, in the first place, to have on hand 
a great stock of timber, were ships to be 
built in merchants’ yards. Those vessels 
which were built in the King’s yards were 
more substantially built than others. He 
meant nothing personal against any indi. 
vidual, when he said, however, that in his 
opinion a proper use had never been made 
of shipwrights in this country, The ships 
built in the King’s yards, were wholesome 
and sound for the men to live in ; those- 
built elsewhere, were generally found to get 
what is called the dry rot ; they inclined the 
men to fevers, and were soon rendered un. 
serviceable. ‘He might even say, that those 
ships which were built in merchants’ yards, 
had been the ruin of the navy. He did 
not know exactly what the hon. admiral 
meant, by alluding to 19 sail being taken 
when under convoy ; he was not aware of , 
any such thing having ever happened. On 
the whole, in considering the nature of the 
present motions, he, for his part, must say, 
that personal motives were to be presumed. 
If the right hon. gent. or any other persoa, 
had any fixed and determined charge to 
bring forward against the noble lord who 
had the direction of the naval department, 
he would wish rather that they should state 
their charges directly and openly against 
them, than go about in the manner they 
seemed inclined to do, 

Sir William Curtis expressed himself to be 
also at a loss to know what convoy the hon, 
admiral had alluded to in the course.of his 
speech ; because he, too, might have had an 
unlucky hit among the number. He begged 
to know where the right hon, gent. would 
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wish to place his gun-boats, could a greater 
-gomber be immediately procured? They 
were only fit for assembling to protect the 
‘goast, and he could venture to say, that 
merchants’ vessels were never so well pro- 
tected as at the present moment. Inthe 
‘year 1793, the number of vessels taken by 
the cnemy was 418; in 1794, they were 
484; in 1795, 493; and in 1790, there 
were no less than 793 vessels of various de- 
scriptions lost. He did not know what gen- 
tlemen wovld wish to haye, when we had 


atpresent Aeets every where. For his part, . 


after baving heard the discussion which had 
taken place on this subject, he could venture 
tosay, that he should this night repose upoa 
his pillow with a greater degree of satistac- 
tion than he could have done, had not the 
conduct of Lord St. Vincent been called ia 
question by the present motion. 

Mr. Courtenay said, it was highly gratify- 
ing to observe, that every one who had 
spoken of the noble lord at the head of the 
Admiralty, had done so in terms that im- 

ied there could be no doubt what would 

the termination of any inquiry that might 
beinstituted. The present question had led 
toa discussion which convinced every gen- 
tleman of the firm basis on which the seca- 
tity of the country reposed. As long as elo- 
quence shall consist of correctness of judg- 
ment, simplicity and truth, it will be ad- 
mitted that the gallant admiral under the 
gallery (Sir E. Pellew) has defended Lord 
dt. Vincent with some of those rhetorical 
powers. for which seamen are not always 
. distinguished. He was one of those who 
considered, that of all others, a professivnal 
man was the most suited for the high station 
gecapied by Lord St. Vincent; and he 
deemed it as absurd to place a person in dit- 
ferent habits in that situation, as to advance 
& sailor or a soldier to the highest rank in 
the Courts of British Jurisprudence. On 
every ground, whether he regarded the cha- 
racter of the noble lord or the public welfare, 
heconsidered the present motion fit to be 
supported. 

Mr. Burrcughs observed, it was contend- 
ed by many gentlemen, that the character of 
‘the first lord of the Admiralty was asuffici- 
ent answer (o the inquiries which were the 
object of the. present motion. Did genile- 
men mean to say, that the right hon. gent. 
Who had so long directed the councils of the 
Mate, had no character and no opinion 
Which ought to be regarded? It was, per- 
haps, his own private sentiments, that the 
Warof France is not against our navy, but 
MBanst our. finances ; but if there be any 
“Regleca in the nayal department, no doubt 
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can be entertained but they will avail them- 
selves of it, It is, therefore, of the highest 
importance, not only that the present force 
may be competent, but that it may be con- 
tinued in a condition adequate to the com- 
plete defence of the country. On these 
grounds, he considered the production of 
every docament which could give satisfac- 
tion on this subject, prudent and necessary. 

Mr. Fonblangue assured the House, that 
he would not detain it beyond a very few 
minutes, The motions now under consider- 
ation, were. merely for the. production of 
papers, without which an inquiry could not 
be instituted. If the papers were granted, 
then the right hon. mover would be enabled 
to judge, whether or not the force mentioned 
in the official documents, was adequate to 
the emergency of the times. As this ap- 
peared to be the tendency of the right hon. 
mover's propositions, he saw no rational 
ground for the refusal of the papers neces- 
sary for the inquiry. He professed the great- 
est admiration of Lord St. Vincent’s, charae- 
ter, and, therefore, he could not for-a mo- 
ment imagine that a negative ought to be 
given to the motion for the papers described 
by the right hon. mover. The production 
of the papers would also he attended with 
this happy effect ; it would tell the people 
what means were pursued for their defence 
against the enemies of the ‘country. It 
would also have this salutary effect; if the 
House were of opinion, that the force was 
inadequate to the resistance of the enemy, 
Parliament could then see the propriety, 
if not necessity, of augmenting the same, 
With all his partiality for the noble earl, he 
was for the motion. 

Mr. Pitt rose to reply. He declared, that 
he would endeavour to detain the House, at 
that late hour, as short a time as possible. 
lt must, however, be evident that be was 
bound to answer some of the remarks which 
had been brought forward. He agreed with 
a learned gentleman, that any vote which 
was given that night for the papers did not 
absolutely proceed the length of censuring 
his lordship. They were called upon to 
grant certain papers, deemed requisite for 
an inquiry into the conduct of his lordship 
and the hon. Board of which he was the 
head.. They were called upon to view with 
the eye of candour and impartiality the me- 
rits of the case which he had presented for 
the consideration of the House. To grant 
the documents for which he moved, would 
be the best means of establishing the cha- 
racter and conduct of his lordship by the in- 
quiry which he purposed to institute, To 
refuse them would create those doubts which 
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must always be injurious to a public cha- 
racter, however pure it might be considered 
by his friends. To refuse them would also 
have.an evil tendency—it would serve to ex- 
cite doubts as to the real strength of the na- 
tion! And what doubts? Doubts as to 
our capacity for the résistance of a very 
powerful enemy, whose visit to this country 
we are taught to believe will take place in 
the course of a very few weeks Before 
such a terrible emergency arrives, all doubts 
ought to be removed, by the production of 
such papers'as would demonstrate at once 
. the zeal strength of.the country. If these 
papers be deemed necessary to ascertain our 
capacity for the resistance of the enemy, 
why -leny them? Is Parliament, for the 
sake of protecting the Board, to be left doubt- 
ful ‘of our strength and power at this great 
and awful crisis? Is that very Parliament 
which makes a liberal expenditure for the 
security of the country, to be left in a state 
of doubt arfd dismay, because ministers do 
not chose’ to gratify their moderate wishes ? 
The greater the danger, the greater the ne- 
cessity for Knowing the arrangements and 
strength of the country at the eve of one of 
the most serious events about to be recorded 
in our history. Should the papers be re- 
fused, which, from the disposition of those 
connected with administration, appeared 
likely to be the resuit of his efforts, our 
doubts would be increased, not only respect- 
ing our capacity to meet the enemy, but-our 
doubts would also be increased respecting 


the conduct of the nobleman who presided © 


at the Admiralty. It was as much as to say, 
<¢ do not ibquire into our conduct, for there 
are certaip facts which cannot bear public in- 
vestigation.” It was as much as to say, 
“* give us unlimited confidence, believe in 
our professions of vigilance and activity, but 
do not attempt to institute an inquiry, for 
we can never consent to such a measure,” 
What sort of confidence does the Board 
want? That blind and false confidence 
which exposes the safety of our country ! 
That confidence which sacrifices our public 
security for the sake of screening from cen- 
sure a department of government the most 
important at this particular period to the 
interests of the country. Is this the kind of 
security which the hon. baronet (Sir W. 
Curtis) boasts of as operating so powerfully 
on his mind, as to induce him to retire this 
evening, and lay down his head on his pillow 
with confidence. 
alarming confidence ; a confidence which 
benumbs our senses, and lulls us to sleep, 
while the enemy is at our gates ; a confi- 


dence which cannot fail to excite the’ most. 


r 
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It ‘is a dangerous and | 
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lively emotions in the minds of men of. 
rious reflection, when contrasting the tery. 
ble activity of the enemy with the alarmin 
supineness of our government. ‘Some gent. 
femen, under the immediate influence of 
such a confidence, might accuse him of 
drawing a gloomy picture of public affairs 
He begged leave, however, to be under. 
stood, that he by no means presented such 
aview of the times as to depress our ng. 
ticnal spirit. He meant no melancholy fore. 
bodings to check the career of preparation 
against our common enemy and that of man. 
kind. He only wished to remove the eyil 
of deception from before our eyes, to scout 
that false confidence under which ministers 
sheltered themselves—a confidence which, if 
passed over in silence, may endanger the 
very existence of the nation, because jt 
avows and cherishes a trick upon itself. Let 
the hon. baronet, therefore, retire to his 
pillow, if he please, and wrap himselfup 
in his charm of naval confidence.—It was 
now necessary for him to explain to the 
House the extraordinary turn which the 
present debate had taken. When he came 
down to the House, he had been request 
ed to commune with one of his Majesty's 
ministers on the subject of the motions which 
he was then about to submit to their consi. 
deration. After stating the purport of the 
motions, he received the assurance of tho 
very ministers, that two of the five papers 
would be allowed. Believing that one of 
the two papers promised would afford suffi- 
cient information on which he could ground 
an inquiry into the conduct of the Admiralty, 
he was jess anxious to impress upon the 
minds of the House the tendency and ne- 
cessity of his motion. Confiding in the 
assurance of ministers, and knowing their 
determination to resist the other motions 
preparatory to his inquiry, he thought it 
neediess to argue on the policy of the mea 
But at last, out came the real truth, 
and the ministers with their friends did pot 
hesitate to refuse the papers, ier 
they, “ you have not stated any parliament 
ary ground for the investigation.” This 
was certainly not acting either with thi 
candour or fair dealing which every mem: 
ber of Parliament had a right to expect 
from the servants of the crown. ‘They first 
deprecate or check ‘the strength of the ob- 
servations intended by the compromise # 
these two papers, and then have the mo 
desty “to say, “you have not made a 
Parliamentary ground.” What are out 
parations, and what is our force? Tn this 
information, so essential to our happine 
we cannot be gratified, because ‘it ism 
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gnvenient or safe for his Majesty’s,minis- 
‘es. Information was wanted to provide 
inst the greatest and most serious evil 
ich this country. ever experienced, an 
gil now awfully impending over us, the 
consequences of which must be terribly fa- 
‘a to either or both nations. —Mr. Pi:t re- 
poached ministers severely for not availing 
themselves of the intermediate space be- 
{ween peace and war, when they saw, ac- 
cording to their own confession, the hos- 
tile disposition of the French government. 
Our national spirit had already done won- 
ders in the system of preparation ; but mi- 
‘gisters had done little or nothing. Minis- 
ies, instead of encouraging that spirit, had 
| frequently checked its progress, Their mea- 
sures had sometimes been so feebly concerted, 
4s to present to the mind of a candid obser- 
yer nothing but instantaneous destruction, 
tin, and disgrace. To aid them in their 
doty to the public, to discharge his own 
doty to the nation, he wished for the infor- 
mation now mentioned, but which they re- 
sisted without assigning sufficient cause.— 
The right hon. gent. then drew an ironical 
picture of the supporters of administration. 
Glancing at Mr. Tierney, he ridiculed the 
powerful support which he gave them; but 
stated, that perhaps it might be unfair yet to 
form.a judgment of his zeal and activity in 
thecause ; for as he had evinced zeal and 
activity in opposing a former government, he 
wight perhaps still evince zeal and activity 
imsupporting the present government. A 
conclusion to that effect might certainly be 
dawn from the part which he had acted 
that night, although it must be admitted, 
that he had not yet attained that aptitude 
for the exercises of his abilities on the side 
othe Treasury. The new convert to 
the Treasury, continued Mr. Pitt, says, 
that Lord St. Vincent is not so much alarm- 
ed,so panic-struck, asI am. I should be 
glad to know if this be the language of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. If it be, 
What has the country to expect from his vi- 
Hilance and energy? The army, although 
Mt so powerful as I could have wished, 
has made the most noble display of 
iittiotism, ‘The new military system, that 
df the volunteers, owes not iis origin tothe 
pitsent ministers, It was a favourite sys- 
(én of the last ministers. The present men in 
er have frequently adopted, but seldom 
Motected, any measure whatever. With 
‘Mhis respect, nay, affection, for the new 
military system, our naval defence was that 
which we should chiefly ‘rest our hopes. 

it favy was the grand and proud bulwark 

‘W our fame—that navy, which had extend> 
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ed our commerce, our dominion, and power, 
to the most remote parts of the world—that 
navy, which had explored new sources of 
wealth, which had discovered new objects 
of glory. Let us, therefore, augment rather 
than diminish the pride of the nation, and 
let us not be referred back to. dry periods of 
history when all comparisons are absurd and 
unavailing. Let us watch with the greatest 
jealousy and circumspection the rise and 
progress of the new marine of France, so 
dangerous to the interest and glory of this 
country.’ Let us watch France moreactively 
than in former times, because she has at- 
tained new and extraordinary energies. The 
present exertions are unprecedented in his- 
tory. We ought to meet them with at least 
equal, not inferior activity and energies.— 
After a variety of arguments, Mr. Pitt no- 
ticed the conduct of Mr. Sheridan, in sub- 
stance nearly as follows : among the many 
assaults which I have had to repel this 
evening, was one from a very brilliant flash 
of lightning, a meteor which for some time 
has moved neither on the one side nor on the 
other ; a meteor whose absence all may with 
me have reg: etted; a meteoron whose return, 
having concentrated its force, has fixed its 
rays of resentment and indignation against 
me—but in whose blazing face I can look 
without fear or dread. No insinuations, 
however bitter or bold, will ever induce me 
to surrender my freedom in this House. « I 
am fully determined not to renounce my pri- 
vileges as a member of Parliament. | ad- 
mire the uncommon valour, I extol the vast 
renown, the glorious achievements of Lord 
St. Vincent. To him we are highly in- 
debted for shedding extraordinary lustre on 
our national glory. I did believe, that when 
his lordship took upon himself the direction 
of our naval affairs, the public service would 
derive great benefit from his patriotic exer- 
tions, and professional skill. I did believe 
that his name, in whatever naval capacity, 
was a tower of strength ;—but 1 am apt to 
think, that between his lordship as a com- 
mander on the sea, and his lordship as First 
Lord of the Admiralty, there is a very wide 
diticerence. It cannot, surely, be a subject of 
suprize, that Lord St.Vincent should. be less 
brilliant and less able in a civil capacity than 
in that of a warlike one. And with all my lofty 
ideas of his character, as a brave and suc- 
cessful naval commander, I shall not shrink 
from my duty in censuring him when pre- 
siding at the Board of the Admiralty, if he 
deserve it.” I do vot deny but that my 
motion for the production of the papers 
imply blame on his lordship. I, thereiore, 
candidly ayow, that I do not come forward 
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on this occasion from a tender regard to the 
character or conduct of his lordship, while 
at the Board of Admiralty. I claim this 
right of censure as a member of Parliament, 
if I can make out good grounds for the in- 
quiry ; but without lam allowed the official 
documents, I cannot prove the validity of 
my ‘grounds, I cannot follow up my inquiry. 
If ministers chuse to make this a question of 
confidence, they cannot, they shall not, in- 
duce me to the surrender of the inestimable 
privileges transmitted to every member of 
Parliament by his predecessors in the House. 
In bringing forward the subject of this pre- 
sent discussion, I have no other motive than 
merely to discharge my duty to my country. 
After Sir William Pulteney had said a few 
words, the question was loudly called for, 
when strangers were ordered to withdraw, 
preparatory to a division; the discussion, 
however, continued some time afier the 
strangers were excluded, At length the 
House divided, when the numbers were, 
For Mr. Pitt's motion - - 130 
Against it - - - - - 201 


-——— 


Majority, against the motion, 71 


List of the Minoriiy. 
Euston, Lord 
Elliott, Right Hon. W. 
Fox, Hon. C. f. 
Francis, Ph. 
Fitzpatrick, General 
Foljambe, F. 
Foster, Kt. Hon. J. 
Ferguson, }- 
Fitzhugh, W. 
Fitzhatris, Lord 
Folkestone, Lord 
Falkiner, F. J. 
Garland, G. 
Gower, Lord G. L. 
Gunning, G. W. 
Grenville, Rt. Hon. T. 
Creevey, T. Gregor, F. 
Courtenay, J. Greenfell, P. 
Canning, Right Hon. G. Graham, J. 
Cartwright, W.R. Henderson, A. 
Cowper, Hon. S. Hardiman, E. 
Craufurd, Colonel Hippesicy, Sir J. 
Caulfield, Hon. H. Holland, H, 
Chapman, Charles Joliffe, H. 
Coddriagton, Ch. Jeffrey, J. 
Daly, Bowes Kinnaird, Hon C. 
Dundas, Hon. C. H. Kensington, Lord 
Dundas, Hon. G. Lambe, T. Davis 
Dundas, Right Hon.W. Langton, G. 
Dickson, Colonel Leigh, R. Holt 
Duncombe, C, . Lovaine, Lord 
Dent, J. Lascelles, Hon. Ed. 
Dillon, Hon. A. Lascelles, Hon. H. 
Dupré, J. ‘Latouchs, R. 
Dennison, J. Latouche, f. 
Dickenson, W. Laurence, ir. 
Dickenso:., W, jun, Lawiey, Sir . 
‘Elford, Sic W, Lennox, General 
Eis, C. R, Lowther, j. 


Adams, W. 
Allen, f. 
Adair, R. 
Butler, Hon. 
Buxton, Sir R, 
Barlow, F, W. 
Bardett, Sir F. 
Bankes, H. 
Bradshaw, R. H. 
Brooke, Lord 
Bligh, T. 
Berkeley, Admiral 
Burroughs, W. 
Bootle, W. 
Babbington, T. 
Cooke, B. 


| Proby, Lord 
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Lowther, Colonel J. 
Mad5cks, W. A. 
Miner, Sir W, 
Mildmay, Sir H. 
Morpech, Lord 
Morland, W. 
North, D, 
Newport, Sir J. 
Ossulston, Lord 
Ord, W. 

Osborne, J, 
Ponsonby, G. 
Petty, Lord H. Thornton, S. 

Peirse, H. Turner, E. 

Povsonby, Right Hon.W.Villiers, Right Hon. J, 
Pitt, Right Hon. W. = Whvte, M. 
Walpole Hon. G, 
Wilberforce, W. 
Wille:t, J. W. 

Ward, BR. 

Ward, Hon. J. 
Winibam, Right Hon, 
Wynne, C. W. W, 
Wynne, Sir W. W. 
Wrottesley, Sir J. 
Wigram, R. 


Cc. } TELLERS. 


Sneyd, N. 
Smith, G 
Smith, $. 
Smith, J. 
Smith, joshua 
Sloane, Colonel 
Scott, Claude 
Scott, S. 
Scott, Jos. 

« Thellusson, P. T, 
Temple, Lord 
Thornton, R. 


Porchester, Lord 
Portman, E. B. 
Porcher, Dupre 
Venn, J. 
Preston, Sir R. 
Russell, Lord W. 
Spencer, Lord R. 
St. John, St. And, 
Saville, C. 
Bourne Sturges 
Long, Right Hon. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, March 16. 


Mr, John Clark and Mr. Adam were 
heard as counsel for the appellant, in the 
appeal from the Court of Session in Scot 
land, the hon. Captain Charles Elphinstone 
Fleming against the Hon. George Aber | 
cromby, of Tallybody.. The farther con 
sideration was postponed till Monday.—The 
Irish Malt Duty, Irish Revenue, Irish Conn 
tervailing Duty, Irish Hide and Tallow Daty 
Bills, were brought from the Commons and 
read a first time.—The bills on the table were 
forwarded in their respective stages,—Ad 
journed till Monday. 








} — 





HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, March 16. 


[Minures.]—The Scotch Bank Stock Bill 
was read a second time, aud committed to 4 
private Committee:—A new writ was order 
ed for the election of a representative fot 
the borough of Yarmouth in the county of 
Southampton, in the room of John Dé 
garno, who has accepted of the Stewartly 
of the Chiltern Hundreds. — Mr. Corty 
brought in a bill for the relief of the families 
of the (rish militiamen, which was real 
first, and ordered to be read a second tive 
on Monday next.—The Exchequer Bills Bill 
went through a Committee, and the report 
was ordered to be received on Mondayie? 
Lord William Russel moved for lea”? 
bring in a bill to alter and amend soma 
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ofthe act of the 34th of his present Majesty, 
astelates to the sums to be paid persons who 
hall compound for statate labour. Leave 
given.—Mr. Alexander brought up the re- 
jort of the Committee on the Neutral Ships’ 
el which was agreed to, and the bill order- 
ed to be read a third time on Monday.—Mr. 
Vansittart brought in a bill to continte the 
act of the 41st of his present Majesty for al- 
Jowing plantation sugar to be warehoused, 
‘which was read a first time, and ordered to 
te read a second time on Monday.—The 
hon. gent. also introduced a bill for continu- 
ing the several regulations with respect to 
tape-cecd, seal-skin, salt, &c. used in the 
Greenland whale fishery, oil and blubber, 
ke, 28 recommended by the resolution of the 
Expiring Laws’ Committee. This bill was 
fead a first, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Monday. The other orders of the 


day were disposed of and the House adjourn- 
ed till Monday. 








HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monday, March 19. 


Counsel were heard in continuation re- 
lative to the Scotch Appeal, Fleming v. 
Abercrombie, viz. Mr. Adam as second 
Counsel for the appellant, and Mr. Alex- 
ader as leading Counsel for the respondent : 
the farther hearing of the case was ad- 
journed till Wednesday.—The various bills 
before the House were forwarded in. their 
fespective stages: Among these, the Irish 
Revenue Biil, the Irish Malt Daty, the Irish 
Countervailing Duties, and the Hides and 
Tallow Importation Bills were severally read 
asecond time. Some private business was 
then disposed of, afier which their lordships 
adjourned till to-morrow. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, March 19. 


[Mrnures.] — Mr. Alexander brought 
tp the report of the bill for providing for 
‘the pay and cloathing of the militia. The 
amendments in which were read and agreed 


to—The bill for increasing the rate of sub-_ 


‘Gistence’ to ino-keepers and others, on 
‘quartering soldiers, was read a first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time.—The 
Exchequer Bills’ Bill was ordered to be read 
‘tthird'time to-morrow, if then engrossed. 
~The Neutral Ships’ Bill was read a third 
‘time and ‘passed ; as was also the Expiring 
‘Taws’ Bill. —The Sugar Warehouse Bill was 
e fad a second time, and ordered to be 
Tommitted to'a* Committee of the whole 
Vou. 1, 
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House to-mo row.—The Irish Militia Fa- 
milies’ Bill was read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the whole House on Thursday next, “on 
the motion of Mr. Corry. — Mr. Gregor 
moved, that there be laid before the 
House an account’ of the number of dis+ 
tricts from which assessments under the 
property tax have been returned to the 
office appropriated to receive the same, 
stating the total sum assessed. Orders 
ed. Also, that there be laid before the 
House an account of the number of districts 
from which no such assessments have been 
returned into the said office. Ordered. 
[Votunteex Consonrpation Bitt J 
Mr. Secretary Yorke moved the order of 
the day for going into a further consideration 
of the report of the Volunteer Consolidation 
Bill. He said, that previous to the House. 
going into a further consideration of this 
subject, he must beg their attention to a 
few observations he had to offer in conse- 
quence of some misreptesentations which he 
understood had gone abroad, but which he 
had not heard of till that day, relative to a 
clause which was supposed to have been in- 
troduced into the bill in a surreptitious man- 
ner. The words he alluded to were “ the 
United Kingdoms.” In his first opening of 
the plan for introducing this system, he very 
well remembered to have stated that the 
power of the King to call out the volun- 
teers, was intended to be applicable ‘to 
Great-Britain and Ireland. That bill was 
printed on the 10th of February, and the 
word which then was placed to convey the 
sense of the act, was the word “ realm,” 
which was fally intended to apply to Great- 
Britain and Ireland since the ‘period of the 
union. When the bill was committed, he 
had stated that the clauses which related to 
the volunteers of Ireland were intended to 
be withdrawn, as it had been deemed more 
advisable to substitute a bill entirely for the 
purpose of regulating the volunteers of that 
part of the united empire, but that opinion 
had been rescinded. In order fo do away 
all doubts on the subject, the words “ United 
Kingdoms” were added, and the clausé 
stood now exactly the same as it did then: 
The bill had since been twice committed, 
and once recommitted, without any hon. 
member having found the least fault with 
the clause. He begged leave toask, whether, 
if any invasion was to take place on the 
coast of Ireland, it would not be advisable 
that his Majesty should have the power to 
call out the volunteers here as well as there? 
But notwithstanding his own opinion was 
very decided on the point, yet, if it was 
3 N 
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thought wrong by the House, he would not 
on any account press it upon them. He 
only wished to justify himself from any idea 
that he would introduce words into any 
clause which were different in their mean- 
ing and operation from what he had explain- 
ed, or intended them to be when he first in- 
troduced the bill, and opened the nature and 
bearing of the measure, Having made these 
observations he said he should move, “ that 
the House do now take into farther consider- 
ation the said Report.” 

General Tarleton said, he should not at- 
tempt to enter, at any great length, on 
the present subject, nor to trespass long 
on the time and patience of the House ; 
but he hoped he should be honoured with 
their attention to some remarks he had to 
offer, as, in such an awful crisis as the pre- 
sent, he thought it the pecaliar duty of every 
general officer to deliver his sentiments. 
It might, perhaps, happen, that, in the 
particular situation in which he was then 
placed, some obloquy might be thrown oa 
him. He felt himself, however, superior to 
such cold considerations, and would prefer, 
what he thought the strict rule of duty, to 
every thing else, assuring the House that 
whatever danger might threaten the country, 
how great soever it might be, and come 
when it would, he would be as ready to shed 
the last drop of his blood in its defence, 
as any man living in it. A right hon. gent. 
{Mr. Pitt) had said, some short time past, 
that we were now engaged in a war, which 
the youngest man in the House might not 
live to see the end of. Another gent. had 
said, the volunteers could not be roughly 
handled. He, for his own part, had, in a 
very early period of the peace, recommend- 
ed it to his Majesty's ministers to keep up a 
very large military force. He had stated in 
his place, in that House, that we were 15 
millions of people, possessed, it was true, of 
as much spirit, courage, and enterprise as 
any men on the earth, but composing, ge- 
nerally, acommercial community : that we 
had been placed, by Providence, directly 
opposiie to a nation consisting of forty-five 
millions, almost entirely a military people, 
and headed by most active and ambitious 
officers. He, therefore, had given it as his 
opinion, that our military force should be 
increased, and placed upon a most respect- 
able footing. To the present system he 
was ready to give all due credit, as calcu- 
jJated to. repel a sudden invasion or attack ; 
but it became the duty of ministers, when 
they found the enemy had laid his plan, and 
taken his measures on the most extensive 
scale, and had collected one of the largest 
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armies in the world, to endeavour to meet 
him with such a force as should be mogt 
likely and best calculated to act against him 
on as equal terms as possible. When he was 
first appointed to the Severn district, he had 
endeavoured, as much as was in his power, 
to make the volunteers acquainted with gi 
those manceuvres and different modes of 
turning out of their quarters, and meeting 
at distant places with other corps, as were 
most ‘calculated to be serviceable to themin 
case of any sudden appearance of the enemy; 
but he found them in such a state of jp. 
subordination that he could not send a gol- 
dier five miles to execute any order of his, be. 
cause the horses of the yeomanry corps were 
not found by government. He by no means 
intended to charge this state of insubordina- 
tion as a fault of his Majesty's ministers, 
but he could not avoid stating it asa vety 
momentous and radical defect in the system, 
In consequence of this refusal to convey his 
letters, as lieutenant-general of the Severn 
district, Col, Peach's battalion of 500 fine 
young men actually marched thirty-five 
miles, in order to meet some other corps on 
the West Downs, because he could not get 
a letter conveyed by a light-horseman to 
apprise the colonel that the meeting was 
put off from the unfavourable state of the 
weather. At the time he thought his letter 
had gone, he was surprised to fiad it sent back 
to him, with information that the officer to 
whom he had entrusted it, could not get 
it forwarded. He wrote immediately to the 
adjutant-general, requesting him to lay the 
business before government, and in about ten 
days he received acold phlegmatic answer, 
not to give himself any farther trouble in the 
business, for he had nothing to do with the 
volunteers. He thought, ‘therefore, it was 
of little consequence appointing field offi- 
cers as inspectors of corps, if such kind of 
proceedings were to be looked over, and al- 
lowed to go on.—The general then mention- 
ed a corps, called the Selwood Forest Legion, 
which had actually refused to obey the 
orders of the general of division, or the lord- 
lieutenant, or. any orders but tiose of their 
own officers. He had lamented. this state 
of insubordination, and implored them to 
attend to their duty, but all in vain; for 
they afterwards shewed so mutinous a spitit, 
that they said they would rather fight it out 
on the parade, than yield precedency to a0y 
other corps, or submit to the orders of the 
lord-lieutenant, or general of division, and 
then actually formed themselves into an in: 
dependent corps. He made a report of this 
alarming procedure to the War-Office; which 
was not attended to for a month, and thea 
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be received a letter from the secretary of 
sate, desiring that the business might be 
amicably arranged ; so that insubordination, 
bordering on mutiny, was to be commuted 
by an amicable arrangement. —The next 
object in the system, which he disliked, was 
theexemptions. In the battalion of reserve, 
which he commanded in his district, there was 
adeficiency of 699. On inquiry into the cause, 
the answer was, they cannot be obtained on 
account of the numerous exemptions allowed 
tothe volunteers, In the militia in his dis- 
trict, which now consists of two battalions, 
they were very short of their complement, 
and from the same cause. It was the same 
case, also, with the Second Wiltshire Regiment, 
which was commanded by as active, zealous, 
aid enterprising a nobleman as any in the 
kingdom, the Earl of Pembroke, who gave 
the same reason for not being able to com- 
plete it.—He now came to notice the army 
itself; and the recruiting parties had not 
obtained a tenth of what was wanted. In 
Marlborough there were 28 parties, and 
they had obtained 19 recruits. In Birming- 
ham there were 11 parties, and but g re- 
eruits among them all. In short, the whole 
regular army was at a stand in respect to 
recruiting, merely owing to the very nume- 
tous exemptions which included the whole 
of the first class of the country. It was 
time, therefore, that we should rouse from 
ourlethargy. We must not remain supine 
and idle, as we have been. He would, there- 
fore, humbly propose, that since our engage- 
ments are such as nothing but a serious con- 
flict can settle, we ought seriously to think 
of pouring some life’s blood into the army, 
by filling its ranks with some of the youth 
and strength of the country. He was sorry 
to say there was something like compulsion 
in what he had to offer; but when every 
thing near and dear to the country ; when 
ls first and fairest interests were at stake, it 
was absolutely necessary to resort to mea- 
sures which seemed to partake of cvercion. 
He would therefore advise, that a revision 
should take place of all the ballots which 
had hitherto been made, in order to fill up 
the army ; something like the first class of 
men, who were intended to be raised under 
the defence act, He would not suffer a single 
man to go out ef the country, till our de- 
fence was fully provided for, or the neces- 
sity for it was over. He would not allow a 
single soldier to be sent on any quixotic 
expedition abroad, but he would concentrate 
sur whole force at home, and place it on 
such a footing, as would enable us, in case 
the enemy landed, to give him such a re- 
‘eption, as he would not easily get over. 
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Although, he said, the country might sustain 
a shock, be would wish us to live like En- 
glishmen, and like Englshmen to die. He 
did not find himself at all bigotted to his 
plan, but had merely thrown it out for the 
consideration of the House.—He owned he 
was not favourable to the volunteer system ; 
but if it should be the opinion of the House, 
that it was proper to continue it, he would 
wish to see it put on an efficient foot- 
ing. Whatever might be their determina- 
tion, he assured the House he should always 
be ready to shed the last drop of his blood 
in the service and defence of his country. 

Mr. Cartwright said, he was one of those 
who thought very favourably of the volun- 
teers, as he was satisfied we could not raise 
so great a force in any other way. He al- 
luded to one point in the bill to which he 
felt a very strong objection ; he meant “‘ that 
which prevents any member from retiring 
from a corps, that had agreed to serve du- 
ring the war.” As the words now stand, 
no member can retire. This he conceived 
to be a breach of faith, and ought not to be 
countenanced. You first tell the men, when 
they enter, that they have a right to resign ; 
then comes the attorney-general, with an 
opinion, that they have not such right ; 
then comes the judgment cf the Court of 
King’s Bench, that they have the right ; af- 
terwards this act avows distinctly that right ; 
and now comes this provision, which clogs 
and binds up the will and right of the in« 
dividual in the offer of a majority to serve 
during the war. It is neither more nor less 
than a downright breach of faith ; and if the 
clause was not altered, he would vote against 
the bill altogether. 

Mr. Erskine said, he was delivered from a 
great deal of anxiety, by the declaration of 
the right hon. gent. opposite to him, upon 
the extension of the bill.—He hoped also, 
that the right hon. gent. would, upon reflec- 
tion, feel the propriety of altering the clause, 
to which the hon. gent. who spoke last, 
had objected. He meant the clause, which 
prevented all volunteers from resigning, 
who had already agreed to continue their 
services during the war. This clause, he 
apprehended, the House could not persist 
in, consistently with the judgment of the 
Court of King’s Bench, and the declarations 
of ministers subsequent to that decision, 
stating, that if that had not been declared to 
be the law, they intended to propose that it 
should become the law. Now, what was the 
ground of the decision of the Court of King’s 
Beoch upon the question, whether a volun- 
teer had power to resign? 1t was not fonnd- 
ed on the construction but the nature of the 

3N 2 
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service. If a man came out under arms 
upon the occasion of an invasion, what was 
the duration of his engagement? The du- 
ration of that engagement was, as long as the 
enemy continues in the ceyntry, whose en- 
trance into it created that service; but that 
continuance was not necessarily, and at all 
events the same as the duration of the war. 
Since the judgment of the Court of King’s 
Bench had been given, some volunteer corps 
had come forward and offered their services 
during the war; he thought the clause, as it 
now stood, was too general with regard to 
such.corps. He thought that this bill ought 
not to tie any volunteers down to any thing 
that they had hitherto done, but that, before 
their services should be declared permanent, 
and that they should not be at liberty to re- 
tire from the service, they should be all ask- 
ed by their commanding officer, ‘‘ Will you 
now, knowing as you do, that you are at li- 
berty to retire if you think fit, wave that 
right, and agree to serve duriug this war?” 
Hf afterwards they assented to this proposi- 
tion, it might be binding on them: but he 
would not approve of fastening this perma- 
nency of service upon them for any thing 
they had already done, because that would 
be ‘imposing terms upon some volunteers 
which could not effect others. If any one 
general system of enactment was proposed, 
by which all his Majesty’s subjects were to 
be affecied alike, the volunteers would have 
no reason to complain, nor would they com- 
plain he was confident; but they should 
not be selecied as persons on whom any 
terms should be fastened different from any 
other class of his Majesty's subjects. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer consider- 
ed.that many of the observations already 
made were premature, as none ot the amend- 
ments suggested could be made in the pre- 
sent stage of the debate. As to the point of 
good faiih with the~yolunteers, government 
had always made it their ruling principle, in 
every transaction relative to them; and he 
should never, for a moment, think of depart- 


ing from the most scripulous'good faith and - 


attention to that excellent body of men.— 
He, therefore, thought; that rather than ad- 
mit even of a doubt on the subject, he would 
Jeave the matter as it stood before, and-leave 
out the proviso altogether. “But in what re- 
lated to masters and servants, he could not 
agrez with the learned’ gent. He thought 
that the right of the state to command the 
services of all, ought not to be impaired by 
any connexion arising ‘merely between mas- 
.ters and servants. vid ; a, Ae 

Mr. Whitbread thought that many altera- 
tions were still necessary in this bill, for. 
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| which he wished that it should be again com. 


mitted. Unless these alterations were made, 
he should feel himself under an obligation to 
oppose the bill altogether. He contended, 
that there were certainly no exempiions in. 
tended tobe given originally, and none were 
expected ; and he was of opinion, that the 
measure would be far better, now, if the ex. 
emptions were taken away altogether, leay. 
ing to the volunteers the full right of resig. 
nation, if they found the burden too heavy, 
He then took notice of that clause which al- 
lowed the commanding officer.to grant leave 
of absence to the volunteers. A volunteer, 
he observed, might be absent for very good 
reasons, so long that it would be impossible 
for him, in the course of the year, to make 
out the number of days required by the act 
for his exemptions, He also might be con- 
fined by sickness in such a manner that he 
should never be able to come out. even once 
in the year, Yet in both these cases no pro. 
vision was made in the bill for the exemption 
of such persons, which, if exemptions were 
to be granted at all, was a very great injus- 
tice. “He observed, in the bill, that a-com- 
manding oilicer was subjected to a penalty if 
he made a false return, and yet be was sub- 
jected to no penalty, for making no return 
at all, and the volunteers, theretore, by his 
neglect, might, in some instances, be depriv- 
ed of their claim to exemption -- Wiihre- 
spect to the power granted to the command- 
ing officers of dismissing members from theit 
corps, he wished to know, whether it was 
intended that he shouid have this power, not- 
withstanding any rules to the contiary, in 
the corps, which had not undergone an ex- 
amination by his Majesty ?—Anovther thiog 
which he thought unjust was the power gi- 
ven to the commanding officer, of disallow- 
ing to any member of his corps, one of his 
days of drill, upon his supposing thai he bad 
not behaved properly, A fau't of a very 
trifling nature, therefore, might be of serious 
consequence to the volunteer, by depriving 
him of his exemption, He also thought that 
point extremely objectionable which went 
to allow the commanding officer to keep 4 
volunteer in a state of arrest during the time 
of the drill. This, as it appeared to him, 
would be either ridiculous or dangerous, by 
exciting a spirit of resentment in the corps. 
He also was of opinion, that the control of 
masters over their servants and apprentices, 
ought mot to be removed in any respect, % 
it might be productive of a great deal of in- 
conveniences, ‘The servants and apprentices 
thinking it good fun, perhaps, to go a volun 
teering, might insist upon going at the very 


time ‘when it would be most inconvenient 
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for their masters. All this was totally un- 
necessary, as there were abundance of vo- 
junteers without the necessity of removing 
this control. He observed that the point 
relating to the payment of fines were worse 
than before; for now there was no impri- 
sonment at all, but merely a double fine and 
adistress after 7 days notice, which, io the 
case of many volunteers, would be nothing 
else than telling them to run away. He 
thought the bill very imperfect He disap- 
proved of the system entirely, but now he 
wished it, such as it was, to be brought to 
the greatest perfection posssible. 

Mr Secretary Yorke thought it somewhat 
strange to say, that after all the consideration 
given to this bill by the House, the system 
was in a worse situation than before. There 
was certainly no material alteration here of 
the principle of the system; but, at the same 
time, this bill certainly went to make it 
more perfect than before. He observed, 
that the exemptions could not with propri- 
ety be taken away from the volunteers now, 
after they had been recognized by Parlia- 
ment. In cases of sickness, volunteers might 
be allowed to be absent altogether, without 
being deprived of their exemptions.. The 
circumstance, that none could claim exemp- 
tion, except a return was made, would be a 
security for the commanding officer making 
areturn to government. Corps would be 
allowed to keep to their own regulations 
about dismissals, unless they had been abro- 
gated. As to the disallowing a man a day 
on account of his bad behaviour, it ought to 
be recollected that the return was to be made 
on the spot by the commanding officer, who 
would have sufficient time to consider of it. 
In reply to the objections of Gen. Tarleton, 
he observed, that the yeomanry and volun- 
teers were not under the command of the 
geverals of the districts, until calied out on 
actual service, and, therefore, though one of 
the volunteer cavalry had refused to go upon 
a message for him, there was no way by 
which he could be compelled to doso at pre- 
sent. With regard to the amendment, about 
which so much bad been said, he had cer- 
fainly understood that the volunteers were 
liable to be called out, in order to take the 
place of the disposable force, in case of an 
invasion of Ireland ; but he would not press 


that matter, but rely on the energy of the - 


volunteers. 

Mr. T. Grenville said, that he had heard 
the right hon. gent. opposite to him, in 
opening ihe business now before the House, 
speak of a re-commitment of the bill, but 
he had since heard no assurance of that kind 
from any of the ministers. He wished to 











| adopted in its stead. 





know in what state of the bill the present 
discussion took place? 

The Speaker said, that the question be- 
fore the House was, that the Report of the 
Committee be now taken into further con- 
sideration. ‘Two things, therefore, were at 
the option of the House, either to agree te 
the Report, or order the bill to be recom- 
mitted; or, instead of now, to appoint it to 
be taken into consideration on some future 
day. 

Mr. Kinnaird thought that he should best 
perform his daty by opposing the receiving 
of the Report. He viewed the present bill 
as an inefficient substiiute for a crude and 
undigested system of defence. In all the 
deliberations on the present bill, the volun- 
teers, he trusted, had been considered as di- 
vided into two classes: those who entered 
in June, and those who had not stepped for- 
ward till August. ‘To those of the latter de- 
scription he begged himself to be under- 
stood as applying his observations. During 
the last session, Parliament had under its 
consideration the defence act, which, under 
all its disadvantages, he had no hesitation in 
thinking infinitely superior to that now 
Under that act, the 
great body on whom the defence of the coun- 
try must rest, would soon have been in a 
condition, at a small expense, to act in con- 
cert with the regular army. They were to 
have been trained by officers of the line, and 
were to have been subject to the same num- 
ber of drill-days as the foree now resorted to, 
He beggedit therefore to be considered, what 
must have been the difference in strength 
between such a force and one trained under 
the present system, They were, under the 
defence act, to have formed a systematic and 
regular body; by the present act, they were 
divided into disjointed and unequally disci- 
plined corps. 

Sir W. Young repeated what he had ob- 
served upon former occasions, with respect 
to the distinction which he conceived ought 
to be made between those volunteers who had 
come forward previous to the defence act, 
and those who had been subsequently inrol- 
led. He contended, that the present bill 
was a bill of distrust, with respect to the 
volunteers, as it went to inflict penalties, 
arrest, and imprisonment upon those who 
had patriotically and zealously come forward 
in defence of their country. 

The Secretary at Wer denied that the bill 
was a bill of distrust with respect to the vo- 
lunteers. As to the arrest and imprison- 
ment mentioned by the hon. baronet, the 
latter was not mentioned in the bill, and the 
former was only introduced to preserve that 
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discipline which was so necessary in volun- 
teer corps, and was at the same time only to 
continue whilst the corps were under arms, 
As to the distinction taken by the hon. bart. 
between two classes of volunteers, nobody 
denied that there was a distinction between 
the voluoteers who had offered their services 
at different periods; but, to make that dis- 
tinction in the exemptions, would be highly 
invidious. As to the objection urged re- 
spacting the drill-serjeants for volunteer 
corps, the fact was, that the expense was 
merely transferred from the respective pa- 
rishes to government. With respect to 
what had been stated by the hon. general, 
as to no orderly dragoon to be found at Bris- 
tol, because no one of the volunteer cavalry 
would become an orderly dragoon to carry a 
message, he should only observe, that the 
hon, gent. had no authority to require it, and 
that it was not exactly the use to be made 
of volunteer cavalry. 

Mr. Alexander considered the objections 
that were made against this bill, and 
against the volunteer system, to be so trifling, 
compared to the evils to be guarded against, 
that he thought it would be madness to throw 
such obstacies in its way as should defeat it 
altogether. In the volunteers he was con- 


vinced we had every advantage we could 


desire; they constituted a power, that 
would, in hts opinion, be sufficient to meet 
the armies of France any where. The 
kingdom never had a land force equal to 
that of France since the Treaty of West- 
phaiia to the present time. But now all 
the strength, and all the military elements 
of the nation were collected, and consoli- 
dated in a manner that never before was 
known ; we never before had such a force. 
Britain was now an armed nation; and 
the people trained to the use of arms might 
be put into any shape the government 
should think proper.’ But he must. ask, 
what whould be the effect of a levy en 
masse? He had himself an opportunity of 
witnessing what a levy en masse, or an 
armed peasantry, were capable of doing. 
The rebel peasantry of Ireland came for- 
ward like a levy en masse, but they were 
always defeated by a comparatively small 
body .of yeomanry. The difference be- 
tween England and France at present was, 
that here we had animmense voluntary force, 
which cost the kingdom little, and which 
would be fully adequate to all the pur- 
poses of defence, But in France they were 
obliged to keep up great standing armies 
at an immense expense. These armies 
were necessary to keep the people of France 
and the conquered countries in subjection. 
Whenever the French were to meet us, the 
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present land-war would, on our part, be 
carried on at a less expense than any war 
we were ever engaged in with them, If 
the country was to save itself against such 
an enemy, that could only be done by keep. 
ing up our present volunteer force ; and 
the expense attending the establishment 
was but a trifling insurance for the vast 
benefits we should gain by it.—The mo. 
tion for taking the report of the bill into 
further consideration was then put and 
carried, 

Mr. Fox said, he wished, for several rea. 
sons, which, in the course of that night's 
debate he should state to the House, that 
the bill be recommitted. He would leave 
it to some other member to make a motion 
to that effect. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke moved, that the 
amendments in the bill be now read ase. 
cond time. This motion was then put by 
the Speaker, who said it was the question 
then before the House. 

Mr. C. Wynne said, he rose to oppose the 
second reading of the amendments, in or- 
der afterwards to move, that the bill be re- 
committed. The bill originally pretended 
to nothing more than to declare the right of 
resigning in volunteers, agreeable to the 
judgment of the Court of King’s Bench. 
It now embraced a vast variety of regulations, 
many of which were of the most dangerous 
tendency, scarcely any salutary, and almost 
all equivocally expressed. The bill had done 
nothing towards forming that complete sys- 
tem for the volunteers which had been ac- 
knowledged to be necessary. 

Mr. Fox said, that in opposing the motion 
for the second reading of the bill, he wished 
distinctly to be understood, that he did not 
wish to throw out the bill; he merely wish- 
ed to have it recommitted, in order that it 
might be amended. His principal reason for 
wishing it to be recommitted was,what might 
induce some gentlemen to oppose it alto- 
gether ; viz. that if it is passed in its present 
form, it would make the ministers, and,what 
was worse, the legislature, appear contemp- 
tible in the eyes of this country, and of fo- 
reign countries. ' The volunteer system, 
whether it was good or whether it was bad, 
was admitted, on all hands, to form a con- 
siderable part of the defence of the country; 
and it was admitted, even by ministers, that 
the system was one which required revision 
and alteration. Parliament met on the 18th 
of November; they had now reached the 
19th of March, and the only measures that 
ministers had taken for the defence of the 
country, was the bill before the House. 
We know that the enemy have made pre- 
parations for (he invasion of this country, 
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gigantic beyond al} former precedent ; we 
were told by the secretary of state, that 
those menaces were immediately to be carri- 
ed into execution ; we know, that upon the 
jsue of this contest, depends every thing 
that can be dear to men; and yet, after a 
session of above four months, the only mea- 
sure of defence that ministers have brought 
forward is this bill. Gracious God, Sir, 
what is there in this bill ? No steps have 
been taken to recruit the army, no means 
have been taken to improve or complete the 
army of reserve; all, ail hasrested upon the 
volunteers; and this is the bill which mi- 


nisters have proposed for the completion of 


the volunteer system. Let any man, the 
most blindly attached to this bill, be asked, 
what is its chief merit ? and he will say itis, 
that it does that which it was at first. pro- 
fessed that it would do, viz. nothing. Mr. 
Fox said, he liked the volunteer system, be- 
cause he knew the spirit, the zeal, and the 
courage of the men who composed that body ; 
no man could deny that the volunteers would 
be highly useful in the defence of the coun- 
try, on account of their readiness, their spi- 
rit, and their numbers; but did this bill as- 
sist them in any, of these points? Certainly 
not. Afier the time which ministers had 


taken to prepare the bill, it was natural to 
suppose that at least they would have consi- 


dered the regulation they meant to propose ; 
but was that the case? It now appeared, 
that in case of any attempt upon Ireland, 
and that an insurrection in that country 
should unfortunately be the result, all the 
volunteers of this country might be called 
out, and placed under martial Jaw, and 
must continue soldiers to all intents and pur- 
poses while that insurrection lasted; was 
such a thing ever in the contemplation of 
the volunteers ? But it now seemed that it 
was to be given up, and certainly better late 
than never ; but this was the system minis- 
ters had always pursued with the volunteers; 
they had done every thing to damp, to check, 
toharassthem ; as soon as they were beat 
ftom one trench by the volunteers, they took 
post behind another ; and so they were beat 
out of trench after trench, andstill they seem- 
ed determined to die as it were in the last 
ditch, This was the case with regard to the 
power of resignation ; upon this subject the 
chancellor of the exchequer had, as usual, 
hoopinion ; however, he asked the attorney 
general, who it appeared had a wrong opi- 
hion: it was however circulated through the 
country by the ministers, who professed that 
they had at the same time an intention of 
bringing in a bill to give the volunteers a 
bower of resignation, and they wisely wait- 
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ed till the decision of the Court of King’s 
Bench had rendered such a bill unecessary. 
First of all it was intended that the volunteers 
might resign, then the attorney general was 
of opinion that they could not resiga, then 
the Court of King’s Bench determined that 
they could resign, then the ministers briag 
in a bill professing to give them the power 
to resign, and then: they insert a proviso in 
this bill which in many cases will render it 
impossible for them to resign, and he had 
no doubt it would end in their giving up the 
proviso and saying they had a power to re- 
sign. He preferred going into the committee 
again, because there were many other ob- 
jectionable clauses; one of them was the 
clause which took away the excemptions if 
a man did not attend a certain number of 
days ; bur it professed to restore the manto 
his exemption if he afterwards attended his 
full number of days ; but how was this possi- 
ble if the corps had been out their full num- 
ber of days? Was the corps to be called out 8 
or 10 days more, to give this man an oppor- 
tunity of making up his regular number of 
days? that could not be intended; then it 
was mere deception to tell a man that it was 
in his power to recover his exemption. The 
clause which relates to contracts between 
masters and servants was equally liable to ob- 


_ jection, because it would be a very serious 


thing in the country to take a servant away 
from a farmer for 40 days; but that which re- 
lated to apprentices was still worse. It was an 
undoubted point that the labour of the ap- 
prentice belonged to the master, but this bill 
took away the apprentice from his master for 
40 days. But it would be said, that a com- 
pensation was given, and to whom was it 
given ? to the master who had a right to the 
labour ; no, to the apprentice, who was’se- 
duced and paid for neglecting his master's 
labour. Another objection which had been 
taken by an honorable friend of his, and 
which had not been answered was, that 
which rendered the men of any corps liable 
to all fines and subscriptions agreed to by the 
majority. There were a great many other 
objections, but it was unnecessary to repeat 
them ; he had stated enough to shew the ne- 
cessity of recominitting this bill. What situa- 
tion would they stand in if this bill were to 
pass in its present form? Jt would be this : 
that Parliament had now sat above 4 months, 
ata time when this country was thre&tened 
with the most formidable invasicn tha: ever 
any country was threatened with, and that 
the only measure they had taken for the pub- 
lic defence was, that the volunteers should 
be exercised 20 days in the year more than 
before, for this was in fact the only essential 
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clause in the bill. What would the people 
think ? Would they not suppose, that the 
story of invasion was only itivented to put 
them on their guard, and that Parliament 
did not~sericusly believe it; for they cpuld 
never suppose, that Parliament wouid have 
thrown away so much time about this bill, 
if they really expected an invasion, without 
taking one step to recruit the army or to 
improve the army of reserve. The volun- 
teers might be like a regular force, in brave- 


ry he was sure they would; but then the . 


country would have nothing else, they 
would have no levy en masse to sufport them. 
Every strong arm, every willing heart in 
the country, that was not in a volunteer 
corps, would be completely useless in the 
hour of danger, and they would be in the 
situation described by a right hon. gent. 
exclaiming, when the enemy landed, “I 
am desirous to’ serve my country, but I 
know not what to do!” The volunicers 
were certainly in a different situation, out 
he believed three-fourths of them had never 
fired with bail. He also understood, that 
in many counties they had not received 
above 14 or 15 rounds of ammunition; and he 
instanced the county of Wilts in particular. 
He was one of those who did not think the 
danger so great as others ; but it certainly 
was an awful crisis, and he only begged the 
House to compare the danger with which 
we were threatened, with this bill, which 


was all that ministers had prepared to meet | 


it,—The poet had well said, on another sub- 
ject, “ he trembled, when he compared the 
punishment with the crime,”"—meaning how 
little the one was proportioned to the other. 
He would say also, that he trembled, when 
he compared our danger with our means of 
defence. It was impossible to make that 
comparison, and not to tremble. But, said 
Mr. Fox, I tremble less, because I do rely 
upon the volunteers, because I do believe 
that not the constant bickerings which mi- 
nisters have had with them, not their fighting 
with them point after point, and being beat 
out of trench after trench, not ail the con- 
tention and litigation which ministers have 
had with them, not ali the damps and checks 
which have been thrown upon them, not the 
refusing their zealous offers of service, not 
the neglect in furnishing them with ammu- 
nition ; Ido not tremble so much, I say, 
because I do believe that even all these 
things cannot destroy the spirit of the coun- 
try, which will, I am sure, not only rise 
superior to every effort of the enemy, but I 
am even sanguine enough to believe (and i 
cannot reach a higher climax) that it will 
rise saperior -to the weakness, the incapa- 
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city, and the imbecility of the présent mi. 
nisters, 

The Attorney General adverted to the re. 
peated and very diffuse discussions which 
had taken place upon the subject: the bill 
had been twice re-committed, and what gen. 
tlemen may have further to propose conid, ke 
thought, be very well considered in the pre. 
sent stage of the bill. The hon. gent (Mr, 
Fox) had laid much stress upon the sup. 
posed delays which had taken place, and the 
proposition, he so warmly recommended, 
must induce still further deiays. There 
were one cr two slight alterations to be 
made, which he thovght would remove a 
solid objection which had been advanced, 
and that evidently could be done in the pre- 
sent stage of the bill. 

Dr. Laurence supported the motion for 
the recommitnent. His principal reason 
for this was, that a number of the clauses 
now in the bill were introduced on a day 
(Saturday) when there was a very thin at 
tendance of members. The bill was now 
seen for the first time as a whole, since it 
had last past the committee, and it ap- 
peared to him highly proper that it should 
be now recomnitted, to give an opportu- 
nity for full and fair discussion of this very 
The hon. aud learned 


interesting subject. 
member expressed his decided disapproba- 
tion of the clauses as they now s!and in the 
bill, with respect to the right of dismissal, 
and the compensation to be given to ser- 


vants and apprentices. Ministers, in his 
opinion, had done nothing to improve the 
volunteer system. It was merely a repub- 
lication of the volunteer system laid down 
by the late ministers, 

Sir J. Writtesley was for the recommit- 
ment. He intimated a wish to move for the 
introduction of a clause into the bill, for 
the better regulation of the clause as to the 
number of days allotted to drill in corps in 
the country. He adverted to the number ot 
volunteers in the metropolis and its vicinity : 
their numbers, he understood, were nearly 
32,000, but out of the number, if he was 
rightly informed, nearly one-half had en- 
gaged only to extend their services tothe 
vicinity of the capital, even in case of in- 
vasion. It was his object that a clause 
should be introduced, taking the exemptioss 
from those whose services were thus limited. 

Mr. Alderman Combe spoke warmly 10 
praise of the spirit and patriotism of the 
civic volunteers, end adverted to the cif 
cumstance that they were not liable to 
compulsory service, in the like manner that 
the inhabitants of the kingdom -in genetal 
were, 
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Mr. Pitt owned that the biil, as it at pre- 
yent stood, did not by any means come up 
tothe fair expeciations which the House and 
the public. entertained on the subject; and 
that the hope which he had formed had 
been materially disappointed. The only 
point which had been gained by the bill, 
was the clause by which encouragement 
was held out to individuals to enter vn per- 
manent pay ; and, contemplating a danger, 
the approach of which might be apprehend- 
ed tobe at hand, this was certainly an ad- 
vantageous arrangement. He was afraid, 
however, that even this improvement was 
not carried so far as its vast utility and im- 
portance required. There was one other 
cause which, -quite simple in its construc- 
tion, he likewise viewed to be highly im- 
portant ; he meant to allude to the clause 
allowing commanding officers the power of 
arrest, in cases of misbehaviour at muster 
and drill. Having said this, he had to re- 
peat, that the bill came very far short of 
what he conceived adequate to the circum- 
stances of the country ; anxious, however, 
as he was for the perfection of the volunteer 
ystem, he did not think that any important 
object would be gained by the recommit- 
ment of the bill. It occurred to him, that 
any amendments to be introduced might be 
received on the consideration of the report, 
and therefore he felt it his duty to oppose 
the motion. 


Mr. Sheridan was of opinion, that what-. 


tver idea was entertained of the military 
system of the country, this was not the mo- 
ment for such a discussion. If gentlemen 
thought this a matter fit for inquiry, they 
might move for a Committee on the sub- 
ject, and the discussion might regularly take 
place. At present the question was merely 
whether certain amendments, the propriety 
of which was not denied, should be intro- 
duced on the report or in a new Committee 
for that specific purpose. For some time 
past he had, consistendy with a principle 
which three years ago he had stated in that 
House, felt it his duty to absent himse!f 
from his attendance in Parliament, and he 
had consequently not been present at the 
different discussions which had taken place 
in the previous stages of the bill. ‘This, 
however, he knew, that the bill had already 
been in 3 Committees, andthe question came 
to be, if it shenkd % to a4th Committee 
0 receive new amendments and iimprove- 
ments? If the bill as a whole, bad not 
heen before the Committee, this would be 
the strongest argument which he had heard 
for the recommitment. If aright bon. gent. 
ae Pitt) would rie and state 
rei. &, 
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that he had new clauses to propose in the 
Committee, or if any other hon. gent. would 
make a similar declaration, he should cere 
tainly vote for the recommitment. Inde- 
pendent of such a declaration he really had 
heard ‘no ground laid against proceeding to 
the consideration of the report. He was’ 
the more inclined to this opinion from see= 
ing the candid desire of his Majesty’s mini- 
sters to make every fair concession. 

Mr. Pitt in explanation stated, that he 
had been misunderstood by the hon. mem- 
ber. He seemed to conceive that hewas for 
the recommitment of the bill, whereas he 
was against it. Whatever the principle of 
the hon. gentleman's absence was, if he had 
been in his place he would have seen that 
the clauses which he wished to introduce, 
were not now wanting from any deficiency 
on his part in proposing them, but from his 
inability to’ persuade the House to adopt 
them. 

Mr. Windham rose, he said, but to tres- 
pass on the attention of the House for a few 
moments, although before he came down to 
his place this day he meant to enter much 
at length into the merits and tendency of 
the volunteer system, and particularly to 
reprabate two clauses which had found theit 
way into the bill under consideration, and 
which excited his astonishment in common 
with that of every man who valued good 
faith and justice towards the volunteers. 
Those clauses, however, having been aban- 
doned by the framers of the bill, and the 
discussion having taken a_ turn extremely 
singular in this stage of the proceeding—a 
discussion which would more properly be- 
long to a Committee, he felt that he could 
not enter upon the consideration of the ‘ge- 
neral measure without great disadvantages. 
He therefore waved, for the present, the full 
delivery of his opinions upon the subject, the 
more particularly as he could not but observe 
that the attenticn of the House was nearly 
exhausted. He, however, could not forbear 
to say, that he conceived it quite impossible 
to investigate the merits of the volunteer 
system, which comprehended above three- 
fourths of the public force, without also 
taking a view of the other means of our de- 
fence, to ascertain how far those means were 
correspondent to each other and calculated 
to act efficaciously together. This was a 
question, in his judgment, of infinite im- 
portance, and demanding the most attentivé 
inquiry, inasmuch as it was the commences 
ment of asystem, the effects of which would 
grow on us every day; for the more we ad- 
vanced ip such a situation, the more difficult 
it would be to change ; and, therefore, the 

30 
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farther we proceeded, the stronger would 

€ argument become which was reiied 
upon so much this night, namely, that 
we had gone too far to recede. For this 
reasou, it was his anxious desire, that we 
Should stop, as soon as possible, the progress 
of a system so defective, so radically in- 
efficient. When arguing against this sys- 
tem, he wished to correct an error that 
seemed to-prevail in the minds of some gen- 
tlemen, that he and others who joined with 
him, meant that the volunteers should be 
disbanded. Nothing could be more errone- 
ous than this idea, for, on the contrary, the 
principal objections which he and the gen- 
tlemen with whom he acted, had to this mea- 
sure, and which he hoped would not be con- 
sidered inconsistent, were these, that it 
would produce tlre dissolution of the greater 
part of the volunteers, while it would go to 
render the volunteer system permanent.— 
With respect to the motion immediately be- 
fore. the House, he would admit the justice 
of the remark, that new clauses might be 
proposed and adopted without recommitting 
the bill; but yet he was for going into the 
Committee, and for this plain reason, that a 
Committee was the natural and proper place 
to discuss such clauses. An hon. gent.(Mr. 


Sheridan), had urged that it was annecessary 


to go into the Committee, as ministers had 
manifested such candour as left no room to 
doubt of their readiness to accede to any 
hecessary amendment that might be pro- 
posed in this stage of the bill. The hon. 
gent. however, had probably é€xperienced 
such candour in his Majesty’s ministers, in 
return for the candour which he had shewn 
towards them for some time back, as justi- 
fied, in his mind, the compliments he ap- 
peared so strongly disposed to pay them. 
Reverting to the motion before the House, 
Mr. W. staied, that in order that the im- 
perfections of the measure might as far as 
poss:ble be diminished, he would vote for 
the recommittal. 

Mr. Hastard maintained that the volun- 
tcer system did not militate so much as its 
adversaries asserted against the progress of 
the ballot for the militia. As a ‘proof of 
this, he stated, that in the militia of the 
county to which he belonged, where volun- 
ter corps. were. very numerous, the regi- 
ment of militia was not only complete, but 
had Many svupernumersries, although not 
more than 10 guineas bounty had ever-been 
given; and he was confident, that if any 
men were wanting for that body, they could 
be hai trom among the volunteers them- 
selyes, whose spirits, zeal, and military habit, 
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naturally disposed them to enter, if neces. 
sary, into regular military service. 

Mr. T. Grenville thought it necessary to 
say a few words. to explain the motives on 
which he should give his vote, and to ex. 
culpate his conduct from the charge of any 
inconsistency that might be made against it, 
When on a former period of the sessions he 
moved for some papers, he was induced 
thereto by his earnest desire to demonstrate 
to the House, how inadequate the plan of 
his Majesty’s ministers was, and how impos. 
sible it ever was to render their system per- 
manent ; and when he gave his consent for 
going into a Committee, it was in the ex- 
pectation that something would be struck 
out that would place the defence of the 
country upon something like a broad, gene- 
ral, and practicable principle. He never 
supposed that desirable object could be 
effected by the present measure, and he was 
convinced the more the House considered 
and turned the subject, the more they would 
be convinced of the inefficiency, he might 
say, the absolute nullity of the bill before 
them. For what had been the conduct of 
the right hon. the Sec. of State ? Much of the 
time of the House had been occupied in 
hearing him make his recantations and re- 
nunciations of clauses which he had before 
offered, as the result of much deliberation 
and communication with persons who were 
competently informed respecting them, among 
which was the identical clause, which, if ithad 
passed, according to theright hon. gent.’s ad- 
mission, would have been the extremity of 
injustice, to at least 3-4ths of the volunteers, 
There were also 4 or 5 other clauses, which 
he acknowledged required alteration. With 
such glaring defects in the bill, he put it to 
the candour of gentlemen in the least ac- 
quainted with the form and practice of that 
House, whether a Committee was not the only 
placein which such defects could be properly 
corrected, and any important amendments 
proposed. 

Mr Sheridan stated, that if any gent. had 
a clause to propose which could not be in- 
troduced into the bill without going into 4 
Committee, he would vote for the motion, 
but not otherwise. 

Colonel Calcraft said, that if the House 
would go into the Committee, he should 
there feel it his duty to propose a clause ré- 
specting the grant of additional pay to the 
volunteers, and also a further allowance for 
cloathing. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that the recommittal of the bill was not ne- 
cessary in order to enable the hon. gent. to 
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propose the clause he alluded to, as he might 
bring it forward in the present stage, and it 
might atterwards, if adopted, be referred to 
the consideration of a Committee of Supply. 
—The House then preceeded to divide, when 
there appeared 

For recommitting the bill 

Against it - - 


56 
173 


Majority - 117 
List of the Minority. 

Adair, Robert Hamilton, Lord A, 
Bouveric, E. Kensington, Lord 
Barlow, R. Kinnaird, Hoa. Charles 
Burdet:, Sir Francis Laurence, Dr. 
Bagenel, Walter Lee, Antonie 
Barclay, Sir R, Morpeth, Lord 
Crauturd, Colonel M‘Mahon, F. 
Caulfield, Hon. H. Madocks, William 
Cavendish,Rt.H.Ld.G.H. Milner, Sir William 
Courtebay John Moore, G. 
Coke, T. W. Moore, G. P. 
Cooke, Brian North, Dudley 
Combe, H.C. Ossulston, Lord 
Cartwright, W. R, Ord, William 
Calcraft, John Petty, Lord H. 
Creevey, ‘I’. Ponsonby, Rt. Hon. W. 
Dillon, Hon. A. Ponsonby, George 
Dundas, Hon. C. L. Russell, Lord William 
Daly, D. B. Spencer, Lord Robert 
Dent, John St. John, Hon. St. Andr. 
Bilis, Ch. Rose Scudamore, John 
Elliot, Wm. Temple, Lord 
Fox, Hon. Chas. Jas, . Wrottesley, Sir John 
Fiizpatrick, Hon. R. Wynne, Sir W. W. 
Folkestone, Lord Wynne, Charles W. W. 
Fellowes, R. Windham, Rt. Hon. W. 
Francis Philip Walpole, Hon, George 
Grenville, Rt. Hon. Th. Young, Sir W. 

When strangers were admitted, the House 
was occupied in receiving the different 
anendments, 

Sit J. Wrottesley moved an amendment, 
“that all volunteers, whose services had 
been accepted subsequent to the 22d June, 
1803, should not be entitled to .the custo- 
mary exemptions, unless they bound them- 
selves to extend their services, in case of in- 
vasion, to any part of Great Britain.” 

Mr. Secretary Yorke opposed this amend- 
ment, as being in substance the same which 
kad been rejected at another period of the 
bill. There were local and particular cir- 
cumstances which rendered it unadvisable, 
that corps should on all occasions volunteer 
for general service. 

Mr. Pitt supported the -amendment, on 
the principle that it would be extremely de- 
‘rable that the House and the %ountry 
thould know with certainty what description 
mdextent of service they were to depend 
Won in case of invasion. — After several 
ther observations from different hon. mem- 
bers, the question was put, and there were 

For the amendment, - 87 
Against it . . 79 
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The report was ordered to be brought up 
again to-morrow.—Mr. Pitt said, that as he 
understood that it was the intention of some 
of his Majesty’s ministers to bring forward 
a measure that would havea similar ten- 
dency, he would, with leave of the House, 
agree to wait for any reasonable length of 
time, tn order to see how far their measure 
would go.—The other orders of the day were 
then disposed of, and the House adjourned 
at half past two. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, March 20. 


Mr. Erskine was heard, and evidence re 





| ceived in behalf of Lady H. Fitzgerald’s 


claim to the Ross Peerage, The further 
hearing adjourned to Thursday next.—The 
Irish Revenue, the irish Malt Duties, and 
Hides and Tallow Importation Bills, went 
through a Committee ef the whole House, 
and the report was ordered to be received 
to-morrow.—Several Bills were received 
from the Commons, and read the first time. 
Adjourned. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, March 20. 


(Minures.J—Sir John Frederick ob- 
tained leave to bring in a Bill for paving, 
lighting, and cleansing the parish of Lambeth 
in the county of Surry.—The Two Millions 
Exchequer Bills Bill was read a third time 
and passed.—Sir Jacob Astley ioved, that 
there be laid before the House an account of 
the malt imported into Gt. Britain from Ire- 
land, and isto Ireland from Gt. Britain, 
during the 6 years, ending 5th of Jan. 1804; 
distinguishing the duties upon each for each 
year, as well as the separate duties apper- 
taining to Scotland; also, that there be laid 
before the House an account of the quantity 
of malt carried coastways between England 
and Scotland ; also, an account of the quan- 
tity of beer imported into Gt. Britain from 
Ireland, and vice versa; also, an account of 
the quantity of malt, on which a duty was 
charged in Gt. Britain, and in Ireland, dar- 
ing the same period, These several motions 
were agreed to.—Mr. King moved, that 
there be laid before the House a list of all 
public accomptants, in respect of whom any 
process had been suspended, prevented, or 
controled, under the authority of the act of 
the 29th of the King. Ordered. —A person 
from the Exchequer presented at the bar the 
accourts relative to the surplus of the Con- 
solidated Fund, moved for on the preceding 

302 , 
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day by Mr. Gregor. They. were laid on the 


table and ordered to be printed.—The. 


Highway Statute Labour Bill was read a 
second time, and ordered to be committed 
only pro forma, and deferred till after the 
Easter recess, 
- {Property Tax.]—Earl Temple observ- 
ed, that he had on a former day given notice 
of his intention to bring forward a motion 
relative to the assessments which had been 
made on the military incomes of subaltern 
officers. butsince be gave that notice, seve- 
ral other cases of a similar kind had pre- 
sented themselves, which he conceived to be 
e:jually strong and equally deserving the at 
t-ntion of Parliament, with that of subaltern 
officers. He should therefore conceive, he 
had acted wrong, if he did not brivg all the 
other cases under the consideration of the 
House. He now, therefore, withdrew the 
first notice he had given, and gave notice, 
that shortly after the recess, he would bring 
forward his motion in a more enlarged and 
extended shape. ~His motion should be for 
aiCommittee of the whole House to consider 
the propriety.of revising and amending the 
act for laying a duty on property. - 
{[VotunreeR ConsoniDaTion. Bitt.J— 
Mr. Secretary Yorke moved, that the report 
of the volunteer consolidation bill be taken 
into further consideration.—The report was 
accordingly taken into,consideration, and the 
cjerk proceeded to read over the several 
amendments and clauses, adopted in the 
Committee, in order to be agreed to by the 
House.—On the clause respecting the allow- 
ances to volunteers on being called out, 
. Mr. Pitt said, that as the clause stood, the 
guinea to which each volunteer would be 
entitled who came out on permanent pay 
apd duty, was to be placed in the hands of 
the commanding officer to lay out the whole 
or part, as he should think fit, for necessa- 
ries for the use of such volunteer. Now, 
when h» first took the liberty of suggesting 
to the House the propriety of improving as 
rapidly as possible, the discipline of the vo- 
lunteers, he conceived, that the idea of the 
House-was to hold out to each volunteer dis- 
tinctly a bounty for so doing. It was a- 
greed, that many must make great sacrifices 
iu coming out upon permanent duty, and he 
did understand, that the principle of giving 
a bounty to each individual was acceded to, 
But he could not’ help thinking, that the 
bounty being disposed of as provided in the 
bil!, it must operate as an impediment to any 
encouragement to the volunteers to come 
oat; as the sum to be given would no longer 
be at the disposal of “the individual, nor 
would he be enabled.to provide: for his’ fa- 
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mily out of it during his absence. The mo- 
ney was thus prevented from becoming what 
it ought to be, a substitute for his earnings 
during his absence. . 

Mr. Secretary Yorke contended, that the 
guinea ought not to go indiscriminately into 
the pockets of the volunteers; as, though 


' there. might be several industrious men with 


families, who might wish to appropriate the 
money to. the ase of those families, yet there 
were others who might probably lay it out in 
procuring those indulgencies which were not 


very consistent with thecharactrer of a soldier, | 


Mr. Kinnaird denied that this guinea was 
an inducement to the volunteers to come ont, 
at least in Scotland, because, in fact, they 
were not paid. He wished to know, whe- 
ther this guinea was to be paid to them, and 
if it was, whether it was in the discretion of 
the commanding officer to lay it out for the 
men ia the purchase of necessaries for them, 
and he also wished to know, whether that 
guinea was to be considered as a part of the 
two guineas which the volunteers were to 
receive when called out in case of invasion. 

Mr. Sturges Bourne contended, that the 
guinea allowed ought to be paid directly to 
the volunteers, as an inducement to them to 
offer their services for permanent duty. 
They came out last year because they were 
told of invasion, but they would not come 
dut up: n the same grounds now when they 
were told, as they had been in Parliament, 
that a'l apprehensions upon that subject was 
a mere panic, and that the fleet at Boulogne 
was a Musquito fleet. This guinea ought, 
therefore, to be given to the men, and even 
that would be but a small compensation for 
the loss of time they would sustain in being 
absent from their labour for 3 wecks. 

Mr. Pitt said, if he had understood the 
instruction sent round by the Sec. of State, 


according to the construction now put upon | 


it, he certainly would not have troubled the 
House about it, but certainly that was not 
the way in which it was generally under- 
stood. He was perfectly satisfied with the 
explanation he had heard, and should act 
accordingly; but he submitted, whether it 
might not be proper that some means should 
be taken of informing others who might have 
understood the instructions as he had done, 
and who had not the advantage of hearing 
the explanation which had been given. 

Mr. Hiley Addington said, that the most 
advantageous way of laying out this money, 
would be to purchase great coats, which 
were in point of fact absolutely necessary. 
With respect to the price of them, he knew 
that so far from their costing 23 or 24s, that 
very good ones might be had for 13s. 
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Mr. Canning said, that the guinea which 
was to be allowed to the volunteers who of- 
fered their services for permanent duty, had 
been very improperly, in his opinion, com- 
pared with the marching guinea allowed to 
the regulars and to the militia. With regard 
to the latter, when they were ordered to 
march, it was not optional in them to march 
or not, they were bound to doit; but the case 
was very different with regard to the volun- 
teers. You could not compel the volunteers 
to offer their services for permanent duty, 
aod, therefore, the guinea was given to them 
gan inducement to them to go out. 

Geveral Grosvenor said, be never was an 
advocate for this guinea at all; it was one 
out of two guineas to be allowed in all tothe 
yolunteer, and he should vote for its being 
laid out as proposed by the origional clause, 
aad not by that which was proposed by the 
amendment. 

Mr. Fonblanque thought the commanding 
officer had full pow~r by the clause to pro- 
vide the volunteer with what was necessary, 
but then what was necessaty was in a great 
measure a question of taste. A great coat 
might appear necessary to one man, while 
another might prefer a feather. The ques- 
tion here was a question of inducement, 
what was most likely to call a man into the 
field before the enemy comes. 

For the amendment ~ - 39 

For the original clause without it 73 

The amendments being gone through, 
the bill was ordered to be read a third time 
on Thursday. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, March 21. 


Mr. Alexander was heard on the part of 
the Respondents in the Appeal Cause the 
Hon. C, Elphinstone Fleeming v. Hon. G, 
Montgomery. ‘To be further proceeded in 
on Friday.—The Irish Malt Duty Bill, the 
Irish Countervailing Duties Bill, and the 
Hides and Tallow Importation Bill were se- 
verally read a third time and passed, and 
ordered back to the Commons.—A person 
fom the Exchequer Office in Ireland pre- 
seated at the bar certain documents respect- 
ig the case of Redington v. Redington, 
which is to be heard before their Lordships. 
~Adjourned. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, March 21. 


(Minvures.]—Dr. Grey presented at the 
bar the account of the trustees for the Bri- 





tish Museum.—Mr. Alexander brought up 
the report of the Sugar Warehousing Bill — 
Also the report of the Expiring Laws’ Bill.— 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer informed 
the House from the bar, that his Majesty 
had been waited on with the addresses of 
the House of the 13th of Feb. and of the 
b5th of March, which his Majesty had re- 
ceived graciously. — A messege from the 
Lords acquainted the House that their Lord- 
ships had agreed to the Irish Duties’ Bill, 
the Irish Malt Duty Bill, the Irish Counter- 
vailing Duty Bill, and the Neutral Ships’ 
Bill, without any amendtnent. 

[Liskearp Evection.|—Mr, W. Dundas 
stated to the House, that he held in his hand 
a petition, which was deserving the attention 
of the House. The petition was from Wil- 


liam Huskisson, Esq. who had been re-. 


turned by the reterning officer for the bo- 
rough of Liskeard, as duly elected at the last 
election, but who, on coming to town to 
take his seat, found that the under sheriff of 
ihe county of Cornwall had transmitted to 
the clerk of the crown the return, but ac- 
companied witha piece of parchment, pur- 
porting to be another return of T. Sheridan, 
Esq. for the same borough, but which 
parchment was neith r signed nor sealed 
with the arms of the borough by the re- 
turning officer. The petitioner, therefore, 
appealed to the justice of the House, trusting, 
that as but one legal return had been made, 
he should not be prevented from taking his 
seat until after the decision of a Committee. 
Having stated thus much, Mr. Dundas 
wished to abide the sense of the House as to 
the course he should adopt. 

The Speaker informed the hon. member, 
that, if the petition complained of an nndue 
return in the usual way, it might be pre- 
sented as a matter of course; but being such 
as the hon. member had stated, it could not 
be brought up without first putting the ques- 
tion on it. 

Mr. Pitt observed, that, according to the 
facts, if they were truly stated, it appeared 
that only one valid return had been made by 
the sheriff, the course for the House there- 
fore to adopt, would be to order the deputy 
clerk of the Crown to attend at the bar with 
the last return, in order to ascertain the 
truth of the facts. If it should appear that 
only one instrument had the sea] and signa- 
ture of the returning officer, then unqves- 
tionably bat one valid return had been ma:ie. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
that feeling, as every member of the Parlia- 
ment did, a strong jealousy on every ques~- 
tion relating to elections, if any evidence 


was to be taken, or witnesses examined, he 
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had no hesitation in saying, that the petition 
should go to a committee. 

The petition was then ordered to lie on 
the table, and the deputy clerk of the 
Crown was ordered to attend to-morrow 
with the last return for the borough of 
Liskeard. 

{[Navac Surpius.] — The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer in a Committee of the 
whole House to consider of ways and 
means for raising a supply granted to 
his Majesty, said, if gentlemen would 
look to page 3 of the accounts of the grants 
for the service of the year 1803, they would 
find that the grants for the naval service 
of that year amounted to £9,951,378, the 
demands for the service of that depart- 
ment amounted to £ 8,174,711; the 
grants had, therefore, exceeded the demand 
by £1,776,667. This being the case, he 
should propose, as was the usual custom, to 
grant the surplus towards the ways and 
means for raising the supply to be granted 
to his Majesty for the present year, if it 
were not for a circumstance in the 11th 
page. This was, that several payments had 
been made for other services not belonging 
to the year 1803, amounting to £579,706. 
These demands all made by authority of 
acts of Parliament, had been satisfied by the 
Admiralty, out of the ways and means of 
the year. It was usual when the vote was 
insufficient for the service, to move the 
Committee of Supply to make good the defi- 
ciency. There the grant was more than 
sufficient, and the surplus would of ‘course 
be carried to the service of the year. The 
surplus was reduced by the payments here 
advanced to £1,370,669. It was neces- 
sary to apprize the Committee that the sur- 
plus of £1,766,000, was not to be consi- 
dered as a saving in expenditure. It was 
not to be understood, that the expense was 
so much less than the sum voted. There 
was an iucrease of navy debt to the amount 
of £931,352. The amount being on the 
ist Dec. 1802, £3,105,648. On the Ist 
Dec. 1803, £4,037,000. This accumula- 
tion to the debt, was wholly unavoidable, 
arising from navy bills not being presented 
for payment, and the arrears of pay due to 
seamen) on foreign stations, the navy debt 
must always be increased or diminished. 
All that was necessary on the part of the 
Treasury, was to ptovide the means of sa- 
tisfying the demands when made, and when 
the demands were not made, though the 
Treasury should be full of money, the debt 
must remain undiminished. This sum of 
£931,352 must therefore be deducted from 
£ 1,776,667, leaving the real amount of the 
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sum beyond what was necessary for the ger. 
vice of the last year £845,315 As it was 
not necessary, however, to keep the ‘means 
of satisfying such an amount or debt, the 
greater part of which may not be called for 
for several years, it was his intention to 
move the House to have the whole sum 
of 11,370,669 applied to other services, 
diminishing per tanto the loan, or other 
ways and means for the present year. He 
moved accordingly, that towards raising the 
supply to be granted to his Majesty, there 
be voted £1,307,644 4s. 8d. from the sur. 
plus of the grants for the service of the 
year 1803. 

Lord Folkestone thought it was a fallacy 
to suppose there was a surplus; if gentle 
men would look to the last page of the pa- 
per where the several sums are made up, 
no account had been presented this year of 
the produce of the consolidated fund, there 
was, therefore, no reason to suppose that the 
consolidated fund had afforded the surplus 
of £6,500,000 anticipated from it. On that, 
however, he laid no stress, as there was no 
proof one way or the other before the 
House. But with respect to the war taxes, 
the produce of which was estimated at 
4,500,000l. it was found by an account pre- 
sented six weeks since, that they had pro 
duced something less than 1,900,0001., leav- 
ing a deficiency of 2,600,0001. whichwould 
reduce the surplus now proposed to be voted 
to a deficit of 1,300,000!. If the 931,000). 
added to the navy debt were deducted from 
the surplus of 1,766,0001. there would re- 
main a sum of above 800,000). of the grant 
of last year unapplied, which he thought 
extraordinary at a time when every exertion 
should be made in the naval department, and 
the House was intitled to expect forces 
equal to the amount of the sum granted. 
He wished, and he thought it would be more 
satisfactory to have the amount of the saving 
in each item particularly stated. The noble 
lord then adverted to the account of the diss 
position of the grants for the land service, 
which stated the number of regular forces 
at 65,574 effective men. A noble lord 
(Castlereagh) had stated them at near 
30,000 more. He wished to know whe- 
ther the noble lord included in his statement 
the army of reserve, or what it was that oe: 
casioned the difference of the statements. 
Another item was the grant of 1,500,000. 
to enable his Majesty to take such measures 
as the exigencies of affairs may require. 
the distribution of this sum no satisfactory 
account was given. He thought it a fallacy 
after all this, to call on the House to votea 
surplus, 
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Mr. Vansittart stated the surplus of the 
consolidated fund for the year 1803, voted at 
6,500,000!. to have produced 5,600,000}. in 
Jan, last. The remaining 900,000 was to 
be made good out of the produce exported in 
January, but not yet derived. With respect 
to the produce of the war taxes, it was not in 
Jan., but on the 5th of April, that they were 
calculated to produce 4,500,0001. The war 
txes differed from the surplus of the conso- 
jidated fund in this, that the surplus could 
not be taken till the accounts were made up, 
whereas the war taxes were derivable as they 
went on. In the last week there had been 
paid in, on account of the war taxes, 
3,131,000]. leaving 1,379,000. to be made 
good by the 5th of April. Whether it 
would be made good, remains to be seen. 
The accounts now presented were in the 
ysual form. The balances were not ex- 
pected to be stated item by item as they 
arose. «Cn answer to the observation of his 
noble friend’s (Lord Castlereagh) statement 
of the amount of the forces, he had only to 
observe, that his noble friend included in 
his statement other descriptions of force not 
included in the 66,000, but mentioned in 
oher parts ofthe paper. It did not appear 
yet, whether there was any excess in the 
military department. As to the vote of cre- 
dit for 1,500,000]. there was every year an 
account of the applitation of that vote. 
That account would be soon made out, and 
lid before the House. The reason why a 
small part of the vote of credit, 5,000I. re- 
mained on hand, was, that it was inapplica- 
ble to the service of the preceding year. For 
the same reason there was 900,000!. of new 
taxes now laying unapplied. 

Mr, Johnstone wished to know, whether 
the saving in the naval department was 
owing to: the economy of the present Board 


of Admiralty, or the consequence of fewer | 


samen being employed than were voted ? 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, | 


hat the saving was in a great measure 
owing to economy in the Admiralty, but 
ko in a considerable degree to there not 
having been as great a number of seamen in 
the early part of the year as had been voted. 
The demands for naval service were, how- 
ter, so extraordinary and anprecedented, 
that it was matter of surprise and joy that 
ity saving should have been made, and that 
iat expense did not even exceed the es- 
imate, This was the more extraordinary, 
wthe number of seamen and marines now 
® board was not 1,500 short of the number 
wed by Parliament. He did not wish to 
Wve all the merit of the saving to economy, 





bot if there had not been economy, instead 
ofa saving Parliament would have an excess 
to make good. 

Mr. Sturges Bourne wished to know, 
whether there were any documents relating 
to the particulars of the savings ? 

The Chancellor of the Excheguer said, 
that no such accounts had been given in the 
last war, and in the present instance, when 
the ablest financier of England (Mr. Pitt), 
one who combined the largest with the most 
minute view, was present when the accounts 
were referred to the committee, and made 
no remark on them, there was reason to 
suppose they were correct.—Some further 
conversation ensued between Mr. Tierney, 
Lord Folkestone and Mr. Vansittart, in the 
course of which Mr. Vansittart stated, in an- 
swer to a question asked upon the subject, 
that the monies already paid into the Ex- 
chequer on account of the property tax, 
amounted to 1,260,000!1.—The motion was 
at length agreed to, and the House having 
resumed, the report was ordered to be re- 
ceived to-morrow, and the committee to sit 
again om Fiiday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, March 22. 


Several bills were brought up from the 
Commons, which were read a first time.— 
On the question for going into a Commit- 
tee on the Irish Priests’ and Deacons’ Bill. 
—Lord Ellenborough moved that the con- 
sideration of the present bill be postponed. 
—The commitment of the bill in question 
was accordingly postponed till this day 
month.—The bills on the table were then 
forwarded, and the House adjourned. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursaay, March 22. 


[Navat SurpeLus.Ja—Mr. Alexander 
brought up the report of the Commiitee of 
Ways and Means of yesterday.—The re- 
solution fer appropriating the surplus of 
1,370,674. of the grants of the navy being 
read, 

Lord Folkestone repeated the observations 
which he had made in the Ccnimittee, that 
instead of a surplus, there was a deficit in 
the supplies of last year, He hadrecurred 
to the only documents which he could con- 
sult on the subject, namely, the statement 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 
Budget, and, he contended, that bore him 
out in the observation. The war taxes had 
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been estimated at 4,500,000l. for the year, 
and it appeard by the accounts on the table, 
that they only produced 1,g00,000l. previous 
to the sth Jan. to which date, not the sth 
of April, the taxes of the year were calcu- 
lated. He should wish to be informed 
what had produced the deficiency of near 
8,500,000l. from the sum of 12,000,000l, 
which had been once held out as the amount 
of the war taxes? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer justified 
his statement of yesterday in every parti- 
cular. He referred to the documents 
whence he drew his conclusion, and enter- 
ed on the different items which were for- 
merly stated. He ‘expressed a sanguine 
hope, that the produce of some of the taxes, 
would exceed considerably the sums at 
which they have been estimated,—The re- 
solution was then put and agreed to. 

{Meprarion of Russra.]—Mr. Fox.— 
Sir; I take thisopportunity ef putting a ques- 
tion to the right hon. gent. opposite tome, 
upon the subject of an answer which he gave 
to me, respecting the mediation of Russia. 
I understood at that time there would be 
no general objection to giving this House 
information on that subject ; that I under- 
stood to be said most clearly and distinctly, 
but that then circumstances which were_not 


likely to be of long duration prevented mi- 
nisters from making any communication 
upon that subject to the House: since 


which time 4 months have elapsed. What 
I now wish to know of the right hon. gent. 
is, whether those circumstances still stand 
in the way of such communication? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—Sir ; on 
the 22d of Nov. last, there were circum- 
stances which, in the opinion of his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers, precluded any communi- 
cation to this House upon the subject to 
which the hon. gent. has adverted. But it 
was then intimated, that if these circum- 
stances did not exist there might be other 
circumstances which, 1n the opinion of his 
Majesty’s ministers, might render a commu- 
nication improper, even although those cir- 
cumstances which precluded any communi- 
cation did not exist: and now other cir- 
cumstances do exist, and they so far ope- 
rate on the minds of his Majesty’s ministers 
as to convince them they ought sot to ad- 
vise his Majesty to direct any communica- 
tion to be made upon that subject at the 
present moment. 

Mr. Fox.—I am often unfortunate in my 
recollection of the statement of facts as 
they usually come from the bench opposite 
to ine, and never was more so than in the 
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present instance ; for I have not the smallest 
trace in my mind, nor any’ground ‘for cons 
ceiving any thing of what was said against 
this communication, but the circumstance 
which the right hon, gent. alluded to in the 
first part of his speech to-night, viz. those 
circumstances which then precluded his 
Majesty's ministers from making any com. 
munication to the House upon the subject, 
and which were not expected ir be of long 
duration ; and what I certainly understood 
was, that alterwards ministers would be 
happy to give information on that interesting 
subject. Not a word do I recollect as having 
struck my ear of those other circumstance; 
which the right hon. gent. states as reasons 
for not making any communication what. 
everupon the subject. We must, however, 
of course, be all inaccurate, for I must give 
credit to the right hon. gentleman's expla. 
nation of what was said upon that subject, 
and I must now understand, that other cir. 
cumstances besides those that immediately 
precluded ministers from making a com 
munication might have been looked for.— 
Here tie conversation dropped. 

{[Liskearpo Exection.]—Mr. Sheridan 
presented a petition, on behalf of Mr.H. 
Burgess, of Curzon Street, May Fair, and 
other, setting forth the particulars of the 
double return for the above Borough. Or- 
dered to be laid on the table. The-pro- 
ceedings of the election and the retur, 
were then read, by which Mr. Huskisson 
was returned by indenture, and Mr.T7, 
Sheridan also, in another instrument, por 
porting to be a return, said to be elected. 
A question arose, whether this latter piece 
of parchment was a return or not; the 
case appeared extremely doubtful, whether 
this matter ought to go to a Committee to 
be decided by them, or whether the House 
should not decide the matter of itself, on 
account of the parchment stating’ the re 
turn of Mr. T. Sheridan being no retum, 
The House, however, at last thought the 
better and safer way would be to refer the 
matter to a Select Committee. 

fVOLUNTEER CONSOLIDATION Birt.) 
—Mr. Secretary Yorze moved the order of 
the day for the third reading of the Volui 
teer Consolidation Bill. 

Mr. Langton adverted to what he had 
formerly said upon that part of the bil 
which related to the right of resignatin 
the substance of which had been adopted 
and without which he was apprehensi 
that great discontent would have prevail 
ed. He had now no opposition to offer! 
the passing of the bill, 
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Colonel Craufurd.—Sir, it is with very 
gncere regret that I feel myself under the 
necessity Of again addressing you on 4 
subject which has already occupied. so 
much of our time: but although it would 
ive me great concern to find that the 
House considered me as inclined to abuse 
that indulgence which I experienced from 
them, when delivering my opinions pretty 
much at length in an early stage of this 
bill, yet I feel myself impelled by a strong 
sgose of duty, rather to incur this risk, 
than to neglect any opportunity of ex- 
pressing my most complete disapprobation 
of this and every other branch of the sys- 
tem pursued by his Majesty’s ministers in 
the administration of the military affairs 
of the country. I am, indeed, aware, Sir, 
that in taking the present occasion of do- 
ing so, I labour under considerable disad- 
vantaces : for notwithstanding the import- 
ace of the subject (and surely none can 
be more important than this, which in- 
volves the consideration of all the means 
ly which the great physical strength of 
this country may be best applied to repel- 
lug the most formidable invasion that 
ever was prepared against it), yet I say, 
Sir, notwithstanding the importance of the 
subject, I cannot but feel some apprehen- 
sion that the House may (for the present, 
atleast) be almost tired of hearing it dis- 
cussed, when I recollect, that within these 
lst7 or § months, his Majesty’s ministers 
hve brought in no less than 5 differeut 
bills on this one subject; and that this 
st, which was meant to consolidate the 
whole, this bill, of which they gave us 
notice before the Christmas recess, has at 
kngth been laid before us in such a state, 
that it was found necessary for it to be 
committed and recommitted no less than 
‘times, in the course of which it has 
recived an addition of 24 entirely new 
thuses, besides numerous and consider- 
iblealterations and amendments in almost 
dll the original ones.—I am aware, Sir, that 
those gent. who have taken so much pains 
fo correct and amend this bill, and to 
make it what it is, must be inclined to 
hope that the system which it contains may 
tof some duration; and that they can- 
Wt be disposed to lend a very favourable 
fir to those who presume (like myself) to 
ll them that they have been proceeding 
hon principles altogether erroneous, and 

at the whole work, therefore, requires a 
‘mplete and fundamental revision.—Sir, 


400, am as desirous as any man can pos- 
on, I, , 
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sibly be, that our military system should 
be established on a permanent basis; for 
until this is done, we can never enjoy that; 
tranquillity arising from a consciousness 
of our strength, without which we must 
gradually lose our consideration, and in- 
fluence amongst the nations of Europe, 
and must, upon every recurring emer- 
gency, be again exposed to that fluctuation. 
of councils, and that sort of feverish un- 
easiness which we have lately experienced. 
But in proportion as I am anxious to see 
our military system placed upon a perma- 
nent footing, just in the same proportion 
must I be anxious to see the present one 
undergo a complete alteration; for in 
every branch of it I find much to censure 
in what, has been done,. and much to: re- 
gret in what has been omitted.—-With re- 
spect to our regular army, that force, with- 
out which we can never be either respected 
by our friends, or dreaded by our enemies, 
or secure at home; that, which ought to 
be the first and greatest object of our so- 
licitude, but which evidently is the last at 
least; with respect to our regular army, 
I say, the measures which are now pursu- 
ing render it every day more and more 
impossible that it should be recruited; for 
we are every day holding out additional 
inducements, and offering. men new boun- 
ties not to culist into it. In the militia, for 
instance, aman gets 15 guineas bounty for 
5 years service ; andif he has a wife and fa- 
mily, they are provided for during his ab- 
sence from home: in the army of reserve 
he gets a bounty of from 35 to 50 guineas 
for 5 years service within the realm, with 
a similar.provision for his wife and chil- 
dren: in the yolunteer corps, exclusive of 
other advantages, he has also that of hav- 
ing his wife and children taken care of by 
the parish, if he is called out of it: and 
under all these circumstances you expect, 
that for a bounty of 8 or 10 guineas a man 
will enlist in the regular army, binding 
himself for dife to serve in whatever part 
of the world it may be his fate to be sent 
to, and leaving his wife and children to 
starve; for the provision which is made 
for the families of men in other branches 
of the publik force, is withheld from those 
of the regular soldier. Under these cir- 
cumstances, [ say it is impossible that we 
should have an army; nor.can we expect 
to have one, until those measures. are 
Ladopted which have been so often recom- 
mended by my right hon. friend: below 
me, (Mr. Windham). I shall not tire the 
3P 
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House by repeating what he has urged 
with so much more force ; ut to the opi: 
nions which he has so frequently expressed 
upon this subject ‘of the army, I do most 
entirely subscribe. With respect to the 
militia, I certainly think that it was ex- 
tremely unwise to extend, so far beyond 
its ancient limits, a force, to which there 
is this objection at least (and I think there 
are many others), that it is not applicable 
to the general defence of the empire. 
And then, Sir, as to this part of the pub- 
lic force which is now more immediately 
under consideration, what is called the vo- 
lunteer system, I really think, that from 
beginning to end, it affords the most ma- 
nifest proofs of the extremely injudicious 
manner in which his Majesty’s ministers 
have used the great powers with which 
Parliament invested them. Instead of a 
force comprizing all the flower and strength 
of the population of the country, they 
have created one, from whose ranks are 
excluded three-fourths of the men most 
capable of defending it: Instead of a 
force which would have been contemplated 


with admiration and aifection by every: 


(even the poorest) man of every parish 
that sent it forth, they bave constituted\a 
privileged body, the object of envy and 
dislike to the poorer and more numerous 
classes of the community, oppressed as 
they are, and disgusted as they must be, 
at those exemptions granted to the volun- 
teers, by which the whole weight of the 
ballots (operating as a heavy pecuniary 
tax) is thrown #pon those who are least 
capable of bearing it. Instead of a force 
established upon a basis as extensive as 
the population, as permanent as the con- 
stitution of the conntry, they have cre- 
ated one which is insufficient even now, 
and of which the ministers, »who are its 
warmest advocates, have lately told us, that 
it is impossible to pronounce how great a 
defalcation of its numbers may shortly be 
expected: a force, which when Parliament 
assembles to frame laws for its goverment, 
or regulations for its improvement, you 
are told, not that these laws are unjust, 
not that these regulations are unnecessary, 
but that they will not be agreeable to the 
volunteers ; such a force, in short, that 
his Majesty’s ministers, or their nearest 
connections, have lately desired us to con- 
sider that it is a most delicate machine. 
But really, Sir, a delicate machine is not 
very fit for the purposes of war: machines 
that are meant for war, should be formed 
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of tough and hardy materials, so strongly 
put together, as to be able to withstand 
the rudest shocks. In fine, Sir,’ 1 com. 
pletely disapprove of the plan that his 
Majesty’s ministers are pursuing with re: 
spect to the army, the militia, and. the 


volunteers ; and as to that fourth species § 


of defence, from which we might have 
derived great additional strength and se. 
curity, I mean fortification, I only name 
it now for the purpose of repeating, that 
it has been either wholly mistnderstood, 
or completely neglected.—From ‘this ge. 
neral view of our present military system, 
I am fully convinced of the absolute ne- 
cessity of its immediately undergoing a 
complete revision, If we had time to wait 
for its being brought about by degrees, [ 
should rest satistied with the assurance, 
that there are causes inherent in it, which 
will in time evince, more forcibly than 
can now be done by argument, the vali- 
dity of those objections which have been 
urged against it: but whilst wé are wait- 
ing for the gradual operation of these in- 
herent causes, difficulties and~ disasters of 
the greatest magnitude may come upon 
us, which might have been avoided by the 
timely adoption of a better system. Iam 
aware, however, that to effect so complete 
a change, in presence, as it were, of an 
enemy who is almost, or perhaps quite, 
prepared to attuck us, is a difficult though 
necessary operation, Our situation cer. 
tainly requires that nothing should be un- 
done, until something better is ready to 
be substituted in its place. And when! 
consider how insufficient is the foundation 
of our present system, and how defective 
the superstructure, I am quite convinced, 
that to strengthen the one, and improve the 
other, without bringing the whole fabric 
to the ground, requires abler artists than 
those by whom it has been erected. | 
say, Sir, that to make our military sys 
tem what it ought to be, requires far abler 
heads than those who made it what it & 
In saying this, I am not actuated by any 
private or personal motives whatever: 
but I certainly should not be surprised if 
1 was told, that in so frequently criticizing 
the military measures, my only object i 
to find fault with ministers; for I have 
lately heard such things said in this Hous 
respecting the motives of those who col 
demn their conduct, that I shall uot here- 
after be much surprised at any thing tht 
may be thought about my own. I was 
indeed, completely astonished, when, up 
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gmotion lately made for an inquiry into 
the conduct of the Irish government, we 
were told by aright hon. gent. opposite 
(Mr. Tierney), in the most unqualified 
terms, that the motion was 2 mere trick, 
contrived for the purpose of bringing to- 
gether two or three discordant parties in 
opposition to his Majesty’s government. 
Iwas also no less astonished when, upon 
an inquiry into the state of the navy being 
moved for by a man, scarcely less distin- 
gushed for his incorruptible purity and 
immoveable fortitude, than for his extra- 
ordinary talents, we were told by the same 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Tierney), that his 
conduct smelt of a contract, or that he 
was acting under the influence of panic. 
For my own part, I am not disposed to 
call in question the motives of-gent. on 
the other side of the House; but I should 
be glad to know upon what grounds it is 
that his Majesty's present ministers can be 
supposed to possess more vigour and for- 
titude than other men: I should be glad 
toknow, since when it is that purity and 
patriotism have been confined to the pre- 
cincts of the Treasury, or of Somerset- 
house: I should be glad to know, why 
those who uniformly support the measures 
of an administration, which nine-tenths of 
the thinking men of the country believe to 
be totally unequal to the direction of pub- 
lic affairs in the present emergency, are 
entitled to more credit for sincerity than 
those who openly avow in this House the 
same opinions which the great majority of 
the public entertains respecting them? 
And that the great majority of the men of 
sense in the kingdom do consider the mi- 
histers to be unfit for their present situa- 
tions, I believe to be the truth.—Sir, I 
am sorry to have been led inte this digres- 
sion: and, to return to the subject imme- 
diately before us, I must say, that what- 
ever is good or admirable in the volunteer 
ree, has sprung up and maintained itself, 
not only independently, but in despite of 
his Majesty’s ministers. What I admire 
i the volunteers, is that patriotic zeal 
and excellent spirit by which they are 
thimated: but to what is it owing that 
this spirit was called forth? It arose from 
‘conviction that their country was in 
danger: and to whom are we indebted for 

ving impressed -this conviction on the 
pblic mind? Is it to his Majesty’s minis- 
tts, who, actuated by a sort of Stock- 
tichange policy, did, as we well recollect, 
Wwe their utmost endeavours to prevent its 
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being believed that we were in danger of the 
enemy’s effecting a powerful invasion? Or 
was it not the salutary alarm which gave 
birth to this spirit of resistance, rather to 
be attributed to my right hon. friend (Mr. 
Windham), whose patriotic labours in the 
two last sessions havé been such as to 
deserve, and I hope to’ acquire for him, 
the gratitude of his country.—As to the 
manner in which his Majesty’s ministers 
have taken advantage of this spirit, which 
they did not rouse, and of those powers 
which Parliament put into their hands, I 
shall not now take up the time of the 
House by entering much at large into the 
objections to their measures, which I have 
frequently urged on former occasions: but 
as I know not when I may have another 
opportunity of saying any thing upon this 
most important subject, I cannot ‘help 
again adverting to those which are of the 
greatest magnitude, The principal defect 
in the whole volunteer system is the man- 
ner in which it is composed; that is to say, 
that according to the confession of his 
Majesty’s ministers, you have not above 
one-fourth of the first class ef men, as 
described in the defence act. It is noto- 
rious, that a great many of the volunteers 
are men who, from age or bodily infirmi- 
ties, are unable to perform the duties of 
a soldier in the field; and a much greater 
number still consists of men whose cir- 
cumstances are such as would render it 
ruinous to them and to the country that 
they ‘should be long absent from home. 
If a volunteer corps, composed as most of 
them are, was called out to a distance 
from home, all the business of the coun- 
try to which it belongs must stand still: 
for every farm, manufactory, or shop, in 
short, almost every establishment would 
be deprived ofits head and director; and, 
exclusive of the injury done to the indivi- 
duals, the country and community at large 
would be thereby thrown into a state of 
the greatest confusion. The military ope- 
rations, too, would be equally embar- 
rassed, by having your force so composed ; 
for although these men would come out 
with great spirit, and a determination to 
fight with courage, yet they would also 
come with an impatience to have the thing 
immediately brought to an issue. If you 
give way to this impatience, you engage, 
perhaps, very prematurely in a decisive 
operation ; and if you do not, you may 
see half your volunteers returning home 
before any thing is decided. I do not 
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positively assert that this would be the 
case ; it is impossible to guess how far the 
spirit of tle people may carry them : but 
I say, that expecting men, such as a great 
part of our volunteer corps are composed 
of, to remain long as private soldiers in’ 
the field, is expecting much more than we 
know any. example of ever having been 
‘done in any other country; and I think it 
would have been much wiser to have com- 
posed this force of men more fit for the 
auties you may have occasion to require 
ot them.—The distribution is also ex- 
tremely. injudicious. It occurred, I sup- 
pose, as an easy way of settling the num- 
‘bers, to say we will have six times the 
amilitia; the consequence of which is, 
that the country the most remote from 
‘danger has as great a number of men 
armed, as the one. most exposed.— 
Then, Sir, as to the exemptions, although 
so much has. been,said.about them, I can- 
-not:take leave:of the subject without mak- 
ing «some. remarks upon what has .been 
surged by gentlemen on the other side, in 
answer to our objections. It is contended, 
I confess: to my great surprize, that the 
-exemptions do not interfere with the bal- 
lots or recruiting of the army or militia. 
They say that very few of the balloted men 
serve in person; (anhon, generalhas stated 
a regiment of the reserve in which there is 
only one principal,) and that, therefore, 
the exemptions do not prevent the effect 
of the ballots.: But I ask them, have the 
ballots produced men in any way, or have 
they not? If they have not, then abolish 
them; but if they have (as is certainly the 
case), then I say, that it is impossible that 
the exemptions should not have interfered 
with their operation. If the balloted men 
do not serve, then the manner in which the 
ballots produce men is, that people enlist 
for the bounty rather than run the risk of 
being drawn and obliged to serve for 
nothing ; and in proportion as the volun- 
teer corps do contain men of that descrip-| 
tion that enter the army or militia, the 
exemptions must necessarily produce this 
effect at least, that you have fewer men 
disposed to take the bounty for the sake of 
avoiding the ballot. But even admitting, 
for the sake of argument, that the exemp- 
tions do not in any way diminish the num- 
ber of recruits, is it nothing that you 
throw the whole weight of the ballots 
(which the advocates for exemptions de- 
scribe as being merely a pecuniary tax) 
upon that class of men Jeast capable of 
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bearing it? Are we to consider it as nothing 
in point of humanity, that the necessities 
of the peorest class of the community are 
thus encreased by the exemptions granted 
to men who, generally speaking, are in 
more affluent circumstances? Are we to 
consider it as nothing in point of policy, 
that the great mass of the nation are dis- 
gusted, and feel themselves oppressed by 
our adopting a system of taxation the most 
opposite to every principle of justice ? And 
let it be observed, too, that amongst the 
people thus disgusted, are (as I said be. 
fore) three-fourths of those whom. yon 
ought to be the most desirous of having 
under arms (I mean the first class), but 
whom the exemptions prevent your being 
able to admit into your ranks: for it is 
impossible to have some volunteers with 
exemptions and others without them ;. and 
so long as the ballots exist, you cannot 
think of exempting from their operation 
the whole of the men most fit to serve, 
You must, therefore, abolish either the 
exemptions or the ballots; for until you 
do either the one or the other, you cannot 
arm the flower of the population, that is 
to say, you cannot have what I and others 
have called an armed peasantry.—And 
here, Sir, I must remark, that when ona 
former occasion I recommended a force of 
this description, and at the same time cen- 
sured the measures of his Majesty’s minis- 
ters, I and other gentlemen who agreed 
with me, were greatly misunderstood ; and 
with respect to myself, I may say, that! 
was not very fairly treated. In the first 
place, it was said on that occasion, that 
[ appeared to be more disposed to describe 
and dwell upon the prowess of the French 
army than of our own. Now, I will ap- 
peal to every man who heard me, whether 
it was possible to express greater admin- 
tion of the English army than I did?! 
said, in as strong.terms as I could wse, 
that it contains the essence of every thing 
that is excellent; and that if you would 
but give it men enough, it would be as 
good an army as any in the universe. | 
said this, and I sincerely think it; but! 
am not so blinded by natural prejudices 4 
to believe that there is no other good one. 
I believe the Freach army to be excellent 
also: its qualities are different from outs; 
in some respects it is inferior, in other 
superior; but take it all in all, I dond 
believe that there is a better army in Eu 
rope than the French: and I never wi 
follow the example of those gent. who see? 
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to think that in order to encourage our 
volunteers, you must persuade them that 
they have only to contend with a set of 
miserable slaves and conscripts. I say, Sir, 
I never can entertain so mean an opinion 
of the courage of my countrymen, as to 
suppose it necessary to represent the ene- 
my whom they have to fight other than 
what he really is—But then again, they 
say, that the manner in which I talk of our 
volunteers, tends to discourage the people. 
Now, Sir, I think it is rather extraordi- 
nary that I, who say that every peasant in 
the country may materially contribute to 
the defeat of the enemy, should be ac- 
cused of discouraging the nation ; and that 
this accusation should come from persons, 
who treat with the greatest ridicale all the 
efforts that the people can make, if not 
clothed in red, and trained to the Prussian 
tactics. ‘This is a subject upon which it is 
not very pleasant to be so misrepresented ; 
aud I deny that I ever used any language 
of a sort to discourage any part of our 
force. Do I say, disband the irregulars, 
forthey can be of no use? quite the con- 
trary: Isay, add 2 or 300,000 stout able- 
bodied men to their numbers. Do I say 


the volunteers cannot fight the French? 
No; but I recommend that you should 


notemploy them in the manner which I 
think least calculated to enable them to 
fight with advantage. ‘They would have 
plenty of fighting if employed in the way that 
{wish ; but would not be exposed to defeat, 
somuch as if you attempt to make them 
troops of the line. ‘Then, as to the train- 
ing, it is said, would you have them unlearn 
all they have learnt ? ‘To which I answer, 
that | would have them learn what is more 
useful than what they have learnt ; I would 
have them learn to act more loosely 
like light infantry. Now, upon this sub- 
ject, a right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) has told 
us, that the opinion of some of the best 
oficers with whom he has conversed is, 
that in training men to act as light infan- 
tty, you ought to begin by teaching them 
that regular srt of tactics that our volun- 
ters have been learning: and, therefore, 
upon this principle, to do what I propose 
would not be to undo what has been done, 
but to proceed one step further towards 
What that right hon. gent. has described 
a being the last stage of instruction.— 
What I say then is, not that the volunteers 
a3 they now are will be of any use; but 
‘that what I have called an armed peasan- 
ky, that is to say, a force less expensively 
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dressed, trained less like the troops of the 
line, but containing all the youngest, stoutest 
and hardiest men in the country, 3-fourths 
of whom are now unarmed, would have been 
amore powerful force : and this difference of 
the numbers and description of men is the 
main point; though I am far from thinking 
that the mode of training, or even the dress 
are unimportant considerations. And now, 
Sir, I cannot help taking*this opportunity 
of noticing what passed, when I once 
quoted the instance of La Vendée, as a 
proof of what can be effected by an armed 
peasantry. It was then urged, that this 
was a case by no means in point; but I 
think that the whole objection proeeeded 
from a misunderstanding of what had been 
proposed by us. The Vendéans it was said, 
became soldiers by long endurance, after 
suffering great disasters, during which the 
enemy carried fire and sword into every 
cottage in the country; and we are asked 
whether we have made up our minds to 
undergo similar calamities? or even, if we 
have, whether we suppose that the enemy 
would stop in the maritime counties to sub- 
due the inhabitants, or would not rather 
pass rapidly through them, pushing for. 
ward to the capital ? And whether an arm. 
ed peasantry could stop his progress’? 
Now, Sir, this would have been a very 
natural answer if it had been. proposed to 
rest our defence solely on our armed pea- 
santry; and really, whoever had heard 
this answer must have imagined that we 
had recommended a large and perfectly 
irregular force in preference to a regular 
army. But what did we propose? A right 
hon gent. (Mr. Fox) who may be supposed 
to be less partial than some other gentle- 
men are to a large regular army, says, 
“‘ Have an-army as good and as numerous 
“as youcan; but afterall your exertions, 
it is possible that the enemy may bring 
one as numerous and as good as your 
own: and therefore, in addition to your 
army, have that which an invading army 
cannot have, namély, an armed peo- 
“ple.” Another right hon. ‘gent. (Mr. 
Windham) has for these last twelve- 
months incessantly exerted himself in this 
House to enforce the necessity of en- 
creasing to the utmost our troops of the 
line. As for myself, no man can be more 
convinced than I am, and have always ex- 
pressed myself to be, that neither the Ven- 
déan war, nor any other, can with truth 
be quoted as affording any argument in 
favour of our trusting to a mass of irregu- 
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lars instead of a regular army. What I 
say is, have as great a number as possible 
of troops of the line. In addition to these, 
and to your militia, have a large reserve, 
ready to be embodied and thrown into the 
regiments when the invasion takes place : 
have a judicious system of fortification for 
the better defence of parts of your coast, 
of your arsenals, and your capital; and 
4thly, I say, in aid of all these other means, 
have an armed peasantry: and all that has 
been said about the difference between our 
situation and that of the Vendéans or 
Americans, although it certainly proves 
that we cannot be safe without a large re- 
gular army, does not prove that, as a sub- 
sidiary force, the volunteers as they now 
exist, are better than the armed peasantry 
which I have described. Other objections 
have been made to this armed peasantry, 
as if I had proposed a great unorganized 
mass, incapable of being moved ; and it has 
been said that those of the inland counties 
could not be brought into action until the 
enemy should have penetrated into the 
heart of the.kingdom: I certainly never 
had in contemplation a body of such a 
description: what. I mean is, that the 
great mass of the people should indeed be 
armed incertain districts, but that through- 
out the whole kingdom the young and able- 
bodied men, the élite of the whole pea- 
santry of the country should be formed 
into companies and battalions, which, so 
far from being an immoveable force (as it 
has been called) would be much fitter to 
march and remain away from home than 
our present volunteers are.—There is ano- 
ther topic, Sir, which though it is not im- 
mediately connected with the present bill, 
it cannot I think be irregular for me to 
notice, as it is mentioned in the papers 
that were laid before us when the bill was 
introduced; I mean the encouragement 
which is held out to people not only to 
drive the country, but to destroy the pro- 
visions. As to driving the country, the 
attempt will, I think, be productive of 
much ineonvenience to ourselves, and in 
other respects perfectly nugatory ; unless, 
indeed, the measure was confined to the re- 
moving of all the horses and draft cattle. 
This latter, if completely effected would 
be @ most important advantage, and would 
certainly embarrass the enemy to the 
greatest degree; and I have no doubt that 
it may be accomplished, if nothing further 
be attempted: but if we undertake a ge- 
neral driving of the country, the probabi- 
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lity is, that the confusion it will occasien 
may terminate in our allowing even the 
horses and draft cattle to fall into the 
enemy’s hands.—With respect to the mea. 
sure of destroying provisions, I do think 
that it would be indeed disgraceful to 
adopt so barbarous a system of defence ag 
this; and that by so doing, we should in. 
flict upon ourselves far greater evils than 
even the enemy, if properly opposed, 
would be able or would venture to infligt 
upon us. Sir, I am sorry to have takep 
up the time of the House upon. subjects 
that have been so often discussed ; but 
they are so important that I could not 
consistently with what I feel to be. my 
duty, omit this opportunity of reurging my 
opinions upon them. 

After a loud cry of Question! Question! 
from the ministerial benches, 

Mr. Windham rose. We confessed that 
he felt no surprise at the uneasiness which 
Ministers betrayed by their cry for the 
question to get rid of the measure before 
the House. It had certainly given them 
much trouble, and was likely to give 
them and the country much more. They 
might, however, state, as a justification 
for the silence which they seemed willing 
to preserve upon this occasion, that all the 
arguments used by his hon, friend who had 
just sat down had been advanced before. 
This might be for the most part true, but he 
would ask, whether those arguments had 
ever been answered, and whether they 
did not remain entirely unrefuted ? If s0, 
then, they ought to be repeated, in order, 
if possible, to persuade the pertinacious 
adherents of this dangerous system to 
yield to their force, and to resort to mea- 
sures more consonant to wisdom, and 
better calculated ‘to secure the safety 
of the country. But, perhaps, Minis- 
ters had exhausted their eloquence upon 
this subject, by the four-and-twenty new 
clauses which they had __ intreduced, 
and being tired of amendment and re 
amendment, of commitment and recom- 
mitment, of propositions and. recantations, 
were anxious to send the measure out 
the House, without any more words about 
it. ‘To their wishes, however, he was not 
disposed to yield, and as this was perhaps 
the last opportunity of speaking upon this 
bill, he would avail himself of it to enter 
his solemn proicst against a measure which 
he thought, if persisted in, would lead to 
little short of absolute ruin. This se 
tence, however harsh, he could not-bes 
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tate to pronounce, as the full conviction 
of his mind. The House, he observed, 
had never yet taken a distinct view of the 
question. One way of shewing what the 
question was, was to shew what it was 
not, It was not a question between vo- 
junteers and wo volunteers; between a 
system such as was now proposed, and no 
stem at all; between the present bill 
and a total absence of that force to which 
the present bill was meant to apply. Any 
gent. might easily satisfy himself upon that 
point, by only considering whether he 
should suppose, if the present bill had 
never been brought in, that all volunteer 
force would have ceased. ‘The bill, there- 
fore, was not necessary to the existence of 
avolunteer force; its object both was and 
professed to be, to improve a force of that 
description which already subsisted, and 
which would continue to subsist though no 
such bill should be brought in: and the 
objection on the partof himself and others 
vho thought with him on this occasion, 
was, that the improvement to be obtained 
was in many of its parts doubtful, that it 
was not applicable to much of that for 
which it professed to be intended, and that 
itwas at all events not worth the price that 
must be paid for it: for that independent 
of other considerations, though the bill 
might in the end do something for better- 
ing the volunteers, it would in the mean 
while operate most injuriously on every 
other species of force, and finally deprive 
us of that species which was confessedly 
the most valuable, he meant a regular 
amy. This was the view to be taken of 
the question, and these the several points 
of comparison, by the result of which the 
question must be determined.—To assist 
the judgment of théHouse in forming that 
comparison, it would be right to consider 
some of the general reasonings on which 
all the measures adopted for some time 
past seemed to have been founded.—These 
would for the most part, be reducible to 
the three or four following propositions: 
Ist, that the prospect of ap immediate 
attack from the enemy, though not abso- 
lutely certain, was so nearly so, that per- 
‘ns must act precisely asif its certainty 
Was assured to them. 2dly, that this dan- 
ft, thus certain and immediate, was of 
‘nature so disproportionate to every 


‘ther, that nothing could be allowed to 


‘ome in competition with it, or could be 
tgarded for the time otherwise than as it 
‘wld be made consistent with that great 
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and over-ruling object. 3dly; That the 
improvement of the volunteers was, in 
the actual state of things, the means 
most effectual that could be taken for 
guarding against this danger, and, conse- 
quently, must be pursued, even supposing 
(what was not admitted) that it was in- 
jurious in many other respects, and was 
inconsistent with those provisions and 
establishments which would be most con- 
ducive to the safety of the country in fu- 
ture. These propositions, every one of 
which ought to be true, to support the 
measures which had been built upon them, 
were nevertheless, he would-venture to 
gay, every one of them false. To the 
first, which said that such was the proba- 
bility of an immediate attack, that our 
conduct must be the same as if the event 
were certain, the answer was, that our 
language and our actions were wholly at 
variance with each other, and that nothing 
could be more evident, than, that while 
we talked this language, we ourselves had 
no belief in the truth of it; for that, if 
we had, it was impossible to suppose that 
we should content ourselves with such pre- 
cautions merely as those which we were 
taking. It was in vain, therefore, to at- 
tempt to rest any measure upon the ground 
that we were to consider the present dan- 
ger, otherwise than as one which, though 
probable in a high degree, might never- 
theless not happen.—The other proposi- 
tion, that, namely, which related to the 
magnitude of the danger, which would 
confine the whole of our thoughts and 
exertions to the business of present de- 
fence, and would allow of no, competition 
between that and any other object, was a 
question of somewhat greater extent, and 
required a more particular examination. 
It was always forgot or dissembled in talk- 
ing upon this subject, that cases of pre- 
sent danger were to be distinguished into 
two sorts, viz. those in which the danger 
being present, was present merely, and, if 
it should happily be escaped, would be 
succeeded by a state of ordinary security; 
and those in which the danger, though 
present, was only the commencement of 
a long course of danger, which might last 
with more or less interruption and remis- 
sion, and possibly with great occasional 
increase, for a period, as was well stated 
in the present instance, of which the 
youngest of us might not live to see the 
conclusion. In the latter of these cases, 
it was idle to say, that we could confine 
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eur thoughts merely to the consideration 
of the danger of the moment. We could 
not do so, without an abandonment of all 
the principles of right reason, and of civil 
prudence, both public and private. It 
might be admitted, if any one pleased, 
that the character of the present danger 
was such as to allow of no comparison 
with any consideration of a different sort ; 
‘that no thought of future prosperity or 
greatness, of riches, of commerce, or any 
Other object of national interest, could be 
opposed to that first and paramount con- 
sideration, the salvation and actual exist- 
ence of the state. But the comparison 
which he was contending for, and which 
the present case required, was not of 
safety against interest, life against money, 
&c, &c.,—quantities between which there 
might be no comparison or proportion, 
but of safety against safety, danger against 
danger, the danger of the present moment 
against that of the next and every one 
that was to succeed it. ‘There was the 


same fallacy in the reasonings which he 
was adverting to, as occurred often in dis- 
cussions upon the treaty of Amiens, and 
other occasions of that sort, where the 
question used to be described as a question 


between war and peace. The answer was, 
that_it was not a question between war 
and peace, but, as we now experienced to 
our cost, between war and war—war such 
as it was at that time, and war such as we 
now find it to be, when we are shut up as 
prisoners in our own island, and are fight- 
ing, not to conquer the enemy, but to 
pteserve ourselves from destruction. We 
must inevitably, therefore, and whether 
we would or no, take into our considera- 
tion the interests of future moments, as 
well as of the present, and not be guilty 
. Of the folly of trying to save ourselves 
from the present danger, by means that 
must ensure our perishing under the self- 
same danger the moment after. The only 
possible case in which we could justify the 
disregard of all precautions for our future 
safety, would be, the certainty that the 
present danger must overwhelm us. If 
he were sure that he must perish to-day, 
he might. safely neglect. all provision for 
to-morrow: but if he were. not sure of 
perishing to-day, and that the danger was 
of that sort which, even if averted. for 
the moment, would not thereby cease and 


pass away, he must, upon every principle | 


of reason, in considering the means ne- 
cessary for his present safety, have a view 
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to the dangers which were immediately to 
succeed.—-Under this conviction, there- 
fore, and upon these principles, the House 
must come to the consideration of thai 
third proposition which he had adverted 
to, and on which the present bill was 
founded; namely, that the improvement 
of the volunteer system, supposing it to 
be the best for present defence, was. for 
that reason, and without. further inquiry, 
to be adopted. Two questions were for 
this purpose equally immportant. Was the 
improvement of the volunteer system, the 
measure most efficacious for present de- 
fence ? And admitting it even to be go, 
was it the measure (taking in, agreeably 
to what he had just been contending for, 
both present and future dangers) which 
would most conduce to our safety upon the 
whole, and for that reason be to be adopted, 
whatever objections might be urged against 
it in other respects? To these a third 
might be added, which he would not stop 
to argue at length: was it certain, that by 
the measures now proposed, the force of 
the volunteers would, in reality, receive 
any addition ? ‘The question must not be 
wholly passed by, nor dismissed, without 
a word or two of observation, Though 
it might be admitted, that greater allov- 
ances in money, by enabling the volun 
teers oftener to assemble, would consider 
ably assist their training, that the aidof 
officers and non-commissioned officers from 
the regulars would contribute to the same 
end; and advantage possibly be derived 
from the regulations for securing attend- 
ance in the first instance, and afterwards 
for enforcing orderly behaviour among 
those who should be made to attend, yet 
it must be remembered, that these benefits 
would not be obtained without a certala 
abatement, and that a part of the prove 
sions in question, while they might im- 
prove the discipline, were likely to thin 
the numbers of the corps. This was 4 
circumstance, which even the approvers 
of the present system must consider 234 
drawback : but by those who disapproved 
of that systern, who have always cons: 
dered it as mistaken and vicious, anda 
turning the zeal and energy of the cour 
try into a wrong channel, a further objec: 
tion must be found in whatever tended 
(and. was designed) to confirm that 9* 
tem, and to continue the volunteers 10 ‘ 
course which. they ought never, to have 
taken, Much doubt might, therefore, 
felt, whether the volunteer force woul 
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jn reality, be increased by the provisions 
of this bill: in other words, whether what 
was represented as an improvement, was in 
truth an improvement or not? But admit- 
ting this to be the fact, there still came the 
two great and leading inquiries ; 1st, how 
fur the improvement of the volunteers was 
the best course to be pursued, with a view 
even to preset danger, considering, that 
even for the moment this improvement 
would not be obtained, but by means pre- 
judicial in other respects? And 2dly, how 
fur what might be best for the moment, 
would be best upon the long run, and 
might not more than counterbalance what 
was gained in present safety, by the injury 
done to all our means of safety in future? 
It was singular enough, that in all this 
discussion about the improvement of the 
volunteers, no one should have remarked, 
that the main clause of the bill, that which 
was by far the most efficient and operative, 
namely, that which gave the exemptions, 
was one, in which improvement was not at 
all concerned. A man was not a bit the 
better volunteer, was not in the smallest 
degree improved, either in his marching, 
or in the use of his musquet, in conse- 
quence of being exempted from the mili- 
tiaor army of reserve. ‘The whole effect 


of this clause was not to improve, but to 
continue the volunteers; and in the ques- 
tion, therefore, of improvement, must be 
wholly laid out of consideration, though, 
in other views, it was the most important 


ad powerful clause of all. It was of 
consequence that the House should keep 
distinctly in its view, that there were two 
descriptions of clauses in the bill: those, 
tmely, which were meant for the improve- 
ment of the volunteer body, and those which 
were directed only to preserve and keep it 
together. ‘he former might be called the 
improving, and the latter the preservative 
clauses. The latter had nothing to do 
vith improvement, and could be consi- 
dred as no addition to the bill in that 
lespect: but the former had, on the con- 
ity, something to do with the mainte- 
tance and preservation of the body, and, 
i fact, would be found to operate very 
inibly against it. -‘The powers given to 
he commanders of corps, the regulations 
t enforcing obedience, the additional 
lays of attendance, all these would in 
emselves, and still more by the sort of 
tufused apprehension which they would 
‘cite, operate, probably, in driving con- 
rn. numbers from the volunteer ser- 
OL, de 
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vice, and in counteracting the effect in- 
tended to be produced by the grant of 
exemptions. And so far hon. gent. might 
say, that he (Mr. W.) must approve of 
their operation, inasmuch as it would de- 
feat in part the effect of a clause which he 
was not inclined to approve. But in fact, 
when the matter came to be considered, it 
would be found that they would not be 
attended with even this advantage. Though 
they might thin the volunteers, they would 
not reduce the grievance complained of, 
which was, the injury done by the volun- 
teer system to other services. The objec- 
tion to the grant of exemptions was, not 
that it gave men to the volunteers, but 
that it withdrew them from services which 
were more important; and this evil would 
not be diminished, unless, contrary to 
what was likely to be the fact, the men 
whom these new regulations might cause 
to resign, were persons who had no ex- 
emptions but those which their volunteer 
service gave them. The reverse was ra- 
ther to be expected, viz. that those per- 
sons would first give way, who had no 
need, for protection, of service in the vo- 
lunteers, but had protections of another 
sort, either from age or number of chil- 
dren, or from their being already serving 
by substitute in some other species of 
force. ‘These persons might go, while the 
others remained; so that with less num- 
bers in the volunteers, the number with- 
drawn from other services might continue 
just the same; and thus, all the evils con- 
sequent upon the present bill will be in- 
curred, while the volunteer force, that 
force to which every thing was sacrificed, 
would really be less in numbers, and pro- 
bably weaker altogether, than if none of 
these mischievous provisions had been in- 
troduced.—Here, therefore, if the facts 
were as he supposed, would be a good 
answer td ene of the questions which he 
had adverted to, namely, whether even 
present security was well provided for by 
the measures now proposed ? It was not 
very intelligible, how an immediate danger 
was to be provided against by a gradual 
improvement; how they were to guard 
against the dangers of the next three 
weeks, or next three months, by such a 
change as could be effected in the volun- 
teers by the Operation of the bill during 
that time. But when to this was to be 
added, the reduction of numbers which 
the bill might occasion,—a reduction not 
unlikely to operate faster in diminishing 
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the volunteer force, (meaning here by that 
expression, not the numbers, but the real 
effective result of the system,) than the 
improved discipline would in increasing 
it; and (far more than all this) when they 
were to take into consideration the effects 
of this system, not future and distant, but 
instant and immediate. Upon all the 
other and better species of force, it did 
not seem too much to say, that from the 
present moment, as well as at all future 
ones, the country would be weaker in its 
general defence, in consequence of this 
bill, and of others which had preceded it, 
thanif no such bills had ever been passed.— 
The greater part of the evils here com- 
plained of, which would begin to operate 
trem the present moment, which would 
continue their operation through all suc- 
ceeding ones, would be derivable partly 
from the condition respecting exemptions, 
which the present bill confirmed, and 
partly from what was now professed, and 
what might at all times have been ex- 
pected, of the course likely to be pursued 
by the executive government. It was easy 
to foresee, and it had in fact been fore. 
seen, that those who wished to make the 
volunteers permanent, and to give them 
their present shape and character, would 
adopt a course of proceeding with them, 
similar to that which had in part been de- 
clared.—The first circumstance that pre- 
sented itself upon this occasion was, the 
odd idea of making the volunteer system 
permanent. It was very near a contradic- 
tion in terms. Zeal was, in its nature, a 
very transitory feeling ; and accordingly the 
hon. gents. when they meant to prolong a 
system derived originally from that source, 
very prudently had recourse to motives 
more constant in their operation, and less 
likely to fail, than a mere effusion of zeal 
and patriotism excited by an opinion of 
present danger. The permanence of the 
system was to be entrusted to the good old 
steady principles of interest and fear, ex- 
cited by bounties and advantages on the 
one hand, and penalties on the other. It 
was whimsical, indeed, to hear those who 
had vaunted so loudly the disinterested- 
ness of these corps, who had branded as 
enemies to the volunteers every one who 
had hinted even a suspicion, that a view 
to exemptions could have l:ad any influ- 
ence upon their offers, now stating, that 
nothing but the hope of exemptions could 
hold them together, and that they would 
all fall to pieces the moment this principle 


«“ 
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of coherence was withdrawn. Let it be 
remembered always, that this was the lan. 
guage of their friends. He had never said 
more, than that the prospect of exemp. 
tions had been a motive with many; as 
with many ; it certainly had not. He could 
himself vindicate from any share in that 
motive, those with whom he had beep 
more immediately connected, as they had 
been expressly told, that exemptions were 
what they were by no means to count 
upon. ‘l'estimonies to the same effect had 
been heard from every part of the House; 
and the fact was, indeed, notorious, that a 
great part of the volunteers, probably 
much the greater, had offered their ser. 
vices, either not thinking about exemp: 
tions, or being distinctly told tiat they 
were not to have them. It was curious, 
therefore, to hear it now stated, and by 
those who made themselves the peculiar 
guardians of the character of the volun 
teers, that exemptions, and exemptions 
only, would induce them to continue their 
services. Ile was inclined to doubt this 
statement, at least to the extent to which 
it was urged. It could hardly apply to 
those who had never had exemptions in 
view, and who, by possessing them hi- 
therto, had enjoyed a bonus which they 
had not originally looked to: and if there 
were others, who, having been influenced 
by that motive, which he was far from 
meaning to blame them for, though it 
would take from their offer any elaim to 
merit, might be disposed to withdraw, 
when their purpose in that respect was no 


longer answered, their number might not. 


be greater than that of persons who would 
be led to quit the corps from the causes 
which he had before adverted to. What: 
ever the effect might be, it was plain that 
the purpose of thse regulations was to 
continue the volunteer system at a}! events; 
not limiting its continuance by the motives 
which gave it birth, and which might be 
supposed commensurate with the causes 
that. made it desirable; nor suffering. tt, 
whenever the time should come, to die 
natural death, but giving to it a kind of 
forced existence, by means of motives 
which must equally operate, whether 8 
force of that description was desirable or 
not.—This was the purpose; and there 
fore, in estimating the-merits of this mea 
sure, they were to consider, not merely 
what its present effects would be, but what 
its operation at more distant periods. And 
in this view they must not overlook ov? 
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reat head of danger, on which he had 
rarely dwelt, but to which he must not, 
ou that account, be considered as insen- 
sible; namely, that which must arise from 
the existence of great bodies of armed 
men not subject.to military law. Upon 
this point possibly, though upon this only, 
his opinions might vary, in some small 
degree, from those of an hon. gent. (his 
hon. friend as, he, was sure, he would al- 
Jow him to call him, and as he well might 
call him on subjects on which they so 
generally agreed, having commonly found 
it so difficult to forbear calling him so on 
subjects on which they completely differed), 
who, from the general turn and cast of 
his mind, might be less alive to eventual 
dangers of the sort which he was alluding 
to, He would so far agree with his hon. 
friend, as to admit that there was no 
danger of that sort at present. He was 
as much persuaded as any man, that what- 
ever disaffection there was in the country 
(and they must never flatter themselves 
that it would be wholly extinct), was, for 
the present, confined within very narrow 
limits, and in a great measure absorbed 
aud lost in the general care of providing 
against a danger which would make no 
distinction of friend or foe, but involve 
all in one common ruin, Of this disaf- 
fection, a less portion would necessarily 
be found among the volunteers, than 
among any other equal collection of peo- 
ple. Where there was so much zeal and 
loyalty, and patriotism, there could be 
litle room for feelings of an opposite sort. 
But they must not suppose that this would 
be always so; there was in this institution, 
“nature, that in time would venom 
breed,” though there might be“ no teeth 
for the present.” Evidences of this were 
perhaps already to be discerned. The 
volunteers, even in their present infant 
State, just new from the egg, had already 
shewn their strength, in obtaining a com- 
plete mastery over his Majesty’s ministers. 
It was not the infant Hercules that was 
strangling the full-grown serpent, but the 
infant serpent that was subduing the full- 
own strength of this Herculean minis- 
try. His Majesty’s ministers did not ven- 
ture to stir a step upon this subject, with- 
sut a previous consent obtained from the 
Volunteers.—He could not but strongly 
reprobate the outcry which had been raised, 
and principally by the gent. of the ‘Trea- 
fury bench, against all those who had 
heely delivered their opinions in condem- 
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nation of the volunteer system. Such an 
outcry, he had no hesitation in saying, 
was disgraceful to any man who contri- 
buted to raise it, and would be equally 
disgraceful to any man who suffered his 
conduct to be influenced by it ; but it was 
evidently one of the characteristics of the 
present administration, that they had too 
much a view to that popular favour, which, 
unless under certain modifications and re- 
strictions, should not operate upon the 
proceedings of government. They fancied, 
perhaps, that if they could succeed in ex- 
citing popular clamour against a member, 
they should restrain him from declaring 
opinions hostile to their measures; but 
they were excessively mistaken if they sup- 
posed, because that fear had so much 
effect upon themselves, that therefore it 
would have an equal effect upon the minds 
and conduct of others. ,He was told by a 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Hiley Addington) on 
a former night, that he was detested by the 
volunteers; he also heard it said, that it 
was dangerous for certain gentlemen to 
walk the streets, for the same reason. 
This might be intended as a joke rather 
than a serious warning; but it was a dan- 
gerous joke, and did not acquire much 
facetiousness from the manner of the per- 
sons who uttered it.—He would not now 
dwell upon other instances of miscon- 
duct in the volunteers, particularly a me- 
morable one, to which he had formerly 
adverted, namely, the riot at Chéster. 
However little he might be disposed to 
call for any thing like vindictive. ven- 
geance in that case, or to look upon cases 
of that sort in general, 
* As if the nation ne’er could thrive, 
«> Till every rioter were burnt alive,’’ 

yet he must say, that it was a marked and 
shocking instance of that sort of subjection 
in which the government was to the volun- 
teer body, and of subjection manifested in 
the way least to be endured, viz. by an 
unequal and partial distribution of crimi- 
nal justice.—An immense objection, there- 
there, was on this score to’be urged against 
any measure of which the tendéncy and 
object was to perpetuate the volunteer sys- 
tem; not to mention, at present, these 
other numerous objections which he had 
often had occasion to advert to; viz. the 
disturbance given, and the confusion in- 
troduced into all the relations and func- 
tions of civil life, and the fatal effect of 
weakening, and absolutely reducing” to 
nothing, those distinctions which had hi- 
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therto been appropriate to military men, 
and which, with the sentiments belonging 
to such men, they had hitherto been will- 
ing to accept in lieu of more salid advan- 
tages.—But he would confine himself at 
present to what related merely to de- 
fence: and tosay upon this head, that the 
volunteer system, with the exemptions 
granted to them, had no effect upon the 
supply of the other services, was some- 
thing so extravagant, that he could not 
understand how it could be seriously as- 
serted. The exemptions, as was evident, 
operated in no less than four ways.—They, 
ist, as was notorious, exhausted, in many 
ins ances. the very population of the pa- 
rish or district from which the supply was 
to come. They, 2dly, by being conferred 
principally on the young unmarried men, 
who were the first to enter into the volun- 
teer corps, threw, the ballot in a greater 
proportion on those who, when drawn, 
were the least likely to serve in person, 
and who, in consequence, in proportion 
to their numbers, would require a greater 
number of substitutes. Thirdly, while they 
thus increased the demand, they, by pro- 
tecting men from the danger of the ballot, 
lessened the number of those who might 
be willing to engage as substitutes ; and, 
lastly, when they did not absolutely pro- 
duce the effect of preventing men from so 
engaging, they put them at least in a 
situation in which they cauld bargain to 
much greater advantage, and were not likely 
toengage but from the temptation of higher 
terms. In every one of these ways the ex- 
¢€mptions had 4 direct and necessary ten- 
dency to increase the rate of bounty, and of 
consequence to bring jt to that state, in 
which it actually was, and in which re- 
¢ruiting for the army could no longer go 
on. If an instance were wanting, he might 
take the army of reserve, which, in spite of 
all the whipping and spurring which had 
been applied, had cpme to what, in the 
language of sportsmen, was called a dead 
stand-still, at the distance of 14,000 men 
from its projected amount, There it was 
for the present, incapable of moving a step 
further. And though he would not pre- 
tend to say, that by the aid of a little 
nursing, with the help of a feed of corn, it 
might not again creep forward, yet he 
would venture to predict, shat it would 
never reach the place of its destination, 
would never produce the pumber for which 
it was calculated. —E,ven in this view alone, 
speaking of the system as a permanent 
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establishment, he could have no difficulty 
in saying, that the prejudice it would oc. 
casion, with respect merely to defence, 
was beyond comparison greater, than any 
advantages to be derived from it in the 
improved state of diseij-!ine and. expert. 
ness in the volunteer corps. The great 
question, however, still remained; that 
which seemed in gentlemen’s minds to put 
a stop to every other, viz. could the vo. 
lunteer system, false and faulty as it might 
have been originally, be then abolished? 
Would not the suppression of exemptions 
instantly disband the corps? And could 
the country, in its present circumstances, 
afford to divest itself at once af sucha vast 
portion of its force? Finally, could the 
suppression of exemptions be effected con- 
sistently with a perfect observance of good 
faith? He had little difficulty in saying 
that it could; provided always that no 
abridgment was made of the exemptions, 
which were granted for service already 
performed, or which was in a course of 
performing: and unquestionably no doubt 
could arise with respect to all who might 
enter into volunteer corps from that time 
Jt was curious, indeed, to hear 
those talk with so much solicitude about 
preserving faith with the volunteers, who 
were at the moment taking such liberties 
with that faith, or rather committing so 


-great.a breach of it, in the very provisions 


which they were then proposing; there 
being nothing so clear, as that upon any 
principles of strict engagement, they had 
no right whatever to make those changes 
in the condition of volunteer service which 
was then proposed. If, then, good faith 
did not seem to stand in the way of the 
suppression of. exemptions at a proper 
time, with respect to those even who were 
already enrolled; as unquestionably it did 
not with respect to those who might enter 
in future ; there were, on the other hand, 
the strongest reasons for wishing to get rid 
of exemptions, not merely as injurious (0 
the public interests, but as inconsistent 
with a principle nat less to be regarded than 
good faith itself; namely, justice. Nothing 
could be more flagrantly unjust, nor moré 
cruelly oppressive, than the power now 
possessed by individuals, or by. self-created 
bodies of individuals, of imposing or with 
holding at their pleasure, a fine, such 36 
that which attached to the ballot of the 
army of reserve and of the militia. Let 
any one consider what that fine was, what 
its amount in itself, and what the efiect 
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likely to be produced by it, in nine out of 
ten of the persons on whom if may fall, 
and then say, whether this was a power fit 
to be left to individuals or to committees, 
acting with respect to those whom they 
may protect from, or expose to this fine, 
with little other rule than their own mere 
discretion and option. The obligation 
upon the House to guard against the ex- 
istence of such a power was greatly en- 
creased by considering the classes of per- 
sons, upon whom it would be found prin- 
cipally to operate. ‘These were the lower 
orders of journeymen and labourers, espe- 
cially those who were married, and who 
with families so circumstanced as to make 
the burthen either of serving in person, or 
of providing a substitute, more grievous 
and least possible for them to support, had 
yet not the specified number of children 
which would entitle them to an exemption. 
There could not be a class of people hav- 
ing more claim to the consideration and 
protection of the House, or whose rights 
and interests the House should be more 
jealous of appearing in any respect to 
abandon. Of all persons, those whose 
cause Ought to be espoused with most zeal 
and anxiety, were the helpless and friend- 
less; though these were, unhappily, the per- 
sons, who in the general confusion of hu- 
man affairs, and with the general infirmity 
of human nature, which too often lead men 
to press upon the weak rather than to re- 
sist the strong, were the most likely to be 
neglected and overlooked. It was not 
always that in ‘public affairs, the greatest 
injustice was that which was least easy to 
be committed, or would excite the loudest 
complaints. Complaint seemed to be 
among those effects, in the producing which, 
bodies are found to operate in proportion 
to their surfaces; whereas. injustice was 
often greater the more it was confined and 
condensed, and the more partially it fell ; 
so that it was commonly easier and safer to 
do a great injustice toa few, than a smaller 
one to many. ‘The House, therefore, 
would, he hoped, be particularly anxious 
hot to leave such a power, could it possibly 
be avoided, as that which enabled persons, 
hot: only to withdraw themselves from a 
burthen which ought to be common to qll, 
but, what was far worse, to throw the bur- 
then from their awn shoulders upon those 
of others, and thus to double and treble 
and quintuple the load upon those who 
Were least able to support even their own 
srginal shaye, Against any supposed 





hardship of withdrawing the exemptions 
from the volunteers, he hoped the House 
would not fail to set in opposition, the 
extreme injustice, towards the classes, 
which he had mentioned, of continuing 
them.—Thus far as to the question of good 
faith, which might be supposed to stand as 
a plea in bar against any alteration to be 
made in the volunteer system, as applica- 
ble to those who were already engaged in 
it. Upon the effect which the withdrawing 
exemptions would have in dissolving the 
corps, he had already spoken, and would 
not do more, therefore, than repeat his 
opinion, that the reduction thus occa- 
sioned would very possibly not be greater, 
and would certainly be far less disadvan- 
tageous, than that which would be effected 
by the joint operation of the liberty of re- 
signation, and the various vexatious re- 
gulations now introduced.—But upon the 
whole of this question of the reduction or 
disbanding of the Volunteers, he wished to 
make one observation; namely, that to 
disband corps of volunteers was a very 
different operation, and would have a very 
different effect, from that of disbanding a 
part of a regular army. An army dis- 
banded, is dispersed in a way not to be re- 
assembled: but not so a corps of volun- 
teers; which, though nominally dissolved, 
left all the parts precisely in the same 
situation in which they were. Not aman 
would be found removed from the spot on 
which he had all along been residing; 
nor would either his powers or his disposi- 
tion be changed in any degree, at least in 
any material degree, from what they were 
when he belonged to the corps. Suppos- 
ing, therefore, that the whole volunteer 
system were completely dissolved to-mor- 
row; though a change would be made, no 
doubt, yet a change not at all of the sort 
which many were hastily led to suppose. 
Though there would be much less corres- 
pondence in the right hon. gent.’s office, 
fewer orders and counter-orders, less an- 
noyance, less disturbance, fewer disputes, 
less of the present evils, great and small, 
of the system, and though much would 
no doubt be lost of the progressive im- 
provement in the common practice and 
training, yet the men would all remain, 
there would be the same bodies, the same 
limbs, and the same hearts, and, upon any 
alarm, the same disposition to run toge- 
ther again, either as some have supposed 
of the atoms at the last day into precisely 
the same shapes, or into. new combinations 
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possibly not less advantageous. The House 
must not run away, therefore, with a no- 
tion, that to dissolve the volunteers, was 
utterly to deprive the country of all the 
benefit of that force in the same manner 
or to the same degree, as would happen in 
the reduction of any other military body. 
And this consideration would apply to 
that other head of inquiry; viz. the pru- 
dence or possibility of making any mate- 
tial change, with a danger impending such 
as that by which we were now threatened. 
It was said, our system may have been ill- 
conceived, our means ill-chosen, the pos- 
ture into which we have thrown ourselves 
not the best calculated to give us the be- 
nefit of our strength: but what can now be 
done ? To attempt to change our course of 
proceedings now, would be as dangerous 
as a general’s attempting to change his 
positions at the moment when he was ex- 
pecting an attack—This argument he 
beard, he confessed, with great distrust, 
because it never failed to be urged from 
the beginning, and at periods when it was 
evident now that it was not true. It was 


the argument which had been in constant 
use to cover every thing that was wrong, 
and to make it impossible that an error 
once begun, should ever be set right. 


We 
had been for ever in the state of a horse, 
who having got into a false gallop, was so 
pressed on by the injudiciousness of his 
rider, that he had never time to change 
and to get right again, We were acting 
upon the instruction sometimes ludicrously 
given to a foot messenger, ‘ to make such 
haste, that if he should tumble down, he 
must not stay to get up again.” But, in 
oppostion to such maxims, he must say, 
that on this, as on almost every other oc- 
casion, there must be a comparison of 
evils, and that it was not sufficient to say, 
there will be great mischief or danger in 
doing this or that, without taking into con- 
sideration what would be the evil or dan- 
ger of not so doing. He would accept the 
comparison of a general who had got into 
a bad position, and was threatened with an 
attack, and admit the danger in such cir 

cumstances, of his attempting to make his 
position better; yet if he knew that he 
must be attacked in that position, and that, 
if attacked, he must to a certainty be 
beat, it might be necessary for him to at- 
tempt the change, with whatever danger it 
might be attended. A ship, in like man- 
ner, going before the wind, might be so 
pressed by the gale, that to tack would 
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hazard instant destruction; yet if destry. 
tion were inevitable by continuing her 
course, if there were a shore a-head that 
admitted of no escape, the attempt to tack 
must be made, whatever consequences might 
be apprehended. Such he felt to be the si. 
tuation of this country. ‘To continue the 
present system, with all the consequences 
which it was obvious would grow out of, 
was little else than ruin. One of the con 
sequences which it was plain was intended, 
was that of bringing the voluuteers to 
meet the enemy in regular battle. It was 
mistake exactly similar to this, which lost 
the country to William the Conqueror, a 
the battle of Hastings; a place that ought 
to be a warning to those who would now 
put their trust in so fallacious an idea, 
The case of La Vendée did not apply here, 
The Vendéans gave up their country to be 
ravaged, and their villages to be burned; 
not as part of their system, but because 
they could not help it: when they had 
done so, they attempted a course, of 
which he feared, we could not avail our 
selves, in case of any disaster under the 
present system. He certainly allowed it 
was the best way to meet the enemy at 
once, and beat him. But this was like the 
receipt for running a race, to take the lead 
and keep it. The Vendéans had never 
once assembled to fight as a regular army, 
except on one memorable occasion, when 
they met to march to Granville, to the 
number of 40, 50, or as some said, 80 
thousand men, for the purpose of receiv. 
ing the supplies of arms. which they ex- 
pected us to have brought them. It was on 
this occasion that the French armies took 
advantage to crush them, in such a man 
ner as they never recovered, though they 
long sustained themselves with a noble 
energy. It was once considered whether 
they should again meet their enemies In 
regular battle ; but it was considered by 
all their generals, that they would have 
much disadvantage in a regular conflict 
with troops so far superior to them i 
arms and discipline. They had again re 
course to that warfare in which the enemy 
could not reach them, in which they were 
in the situation described by Macbeth, 


“* As easy may’st thou the intrenchant air a 
«« With thy keen sword impress, as make me bleed. 


By that system they still eluded the force 
of a power which subdued all Europes 
and which did not subdue them till it had 
subdued all Europe,—He considered thé 
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sort of discipline the volunteers would ob- 
tain a disadvantage. It brought to his re- 
collection what Pope said of Curl’s cir- 
cumcision—the ceremony was interrupted, 


and be was left half circumcised, which, 


according to the Jewish law, was worse 
than not being circumcised at all. Whe- 
ther this was good rabbinical doctrine or 
not, he did not know; but it was per- 
fectly conformable to the common notions 
and language of mankind. 


“ A little learning is a dangerous thing,” 


had been observed the other night.— 
“gut munguam tentes aut perfice,” was 
a maxim to. the same effect. ‘The sys- 
tem, in his opinion, ought to be entirely 
changed. The French National guards, 
so often cited as a justification for regard- 
ing the volunteers as regular troops, were 
employed at times in garrison towns, in 
escorting convoys, or perhaps murdering 
prisoners in cold blood; but they were not 
placed in the front of the battle, nor were 
everemployed against the enemy at all. 
These were the troops, however, to which 
alone, in their mode of formation and 
training, Our volunteers bore any resem- 
blance, Whereas the Volunteers of France, 
whom we, judging by the name, chose to 
conclude at once to be the troops corres- 
ponding to ours, were troops raised upona 
quite different footing, who were instantly 
marched away from home the moment 
they were raised, and were never em- 
ployed as troops against an enemy till 
they had been trained for at least eighteen 
months in every other species of military 
duty. This was particularly the case at 
Jemappe, where the battle was fought in 
November 1792, and the volunteers that 
fought there were those raised in the be- 
ginning of 1790.—The bill, in his opinion, 
might be considered as a new mutiny bill, 
printed on fine white satin. He ridiculed 
the measure in toto, and described it as 
having been formed in a smithery near 
Westninster-Hall, where every one was 
atwork at it, and amongst the rest, the 
Attorney-Goneral, hammering: away and 
fetching it up with John Doe and Richard 
Roeassisting him. He was fully satisfied, 
that out of barren moor like this, not one 
80d crop could be got, and he was the 
mote convinced of the folly of resorting 
Wit, when such a rich and abundant field 
Presented itself asthe army. The right hon. 
état. concluded with expressing his decided 
"Ppesition to the whole of the.system. 





The Chancellor of the Exckeguer began 
by observing, that, considering how often 
the subject had been discussed for the last 
three weeks, it was with extreme unwil- 
lingness he rose to comment on the speech 
which had been just delivered. The right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) seemed to have 
compressed into his speech of this night 
the various remarks which, in the course 
of this session and the last, he had ad- 
duced against the volunteer system, with 
one exception only. The right hon. gent. 
wished his speech to be considered as a 
protest against measures, which he had 
stated as leading to consequences not short 
of absolute destruction. It would, how- 
ever, be recollected by many, that the 
right hon. gent. had applied this descrip- 
tion to a system, which, at the close of 
the last session, and during the debates 
upon the defence bill, he had pronounced 
to be that on which the House must rest 
for the protection and security of the 
country. After what he had heard from 
the right hon. gent., and comparing what 
he now said with what he had said, consi- 
dering, too, that he had attacked the struce 
ture of the army, though it was the same 
as it had been during the whole time he 
was Sec. at War, he was not surprised at the 
course of argument he had thought proper 
to pursue, because he could not. but re- 
collect that the right hon. gent. who ridi- 
culed the idea of a militia being an effi- 
cient force, was the same person who, 
when he was one of his Majesty’s confi- 
dential servants, saw the militia extended 
to a much larger number than it was at 
the present moment. ‘The House had 
heard a violent attack upon the volunteer 
system by a right hon. gent. during whose 
administration the system had originated, 
and who had extended it to 150,000 men. 
Under these circumstances, it was impose 
sible not to have heard, without surprize, 
the objections the right hon. gent. had 
urged, He had attacked the system, be- 
cause he thought it inefficient to repel the 
danger. He conceived it a weak substi- 
tute for that force the country had in its 
power to command. Now, was that the 
fact? Could the right hon. gent. make out 
the truth of bis statement, that, by the 
adoption of the volunteer system, the re- 
gular force of the country had been neg- 
lected, or, on the contrary, that it had 
not increased beyond what it ever had 
been at any former period? Was it not 
true, that the regular force was greater in 
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G. Britain, than it had ever been? Was it 
not greater in Ireland, than even at the 
most critical periods of the last war? Was 
it not true, that though engaged in hosti- 
lities not more than 9 months, the whole 
regular force was within 15,000 men equal 
to the highest point during the last war. 
At the present moment, when the demands 
for the army were less, in consequence of 
its being less scattered over the face of the 
globe, and notwithstanding we had not 
been at war more than 9 months, though 
he admitted we began to arm from the in- 
stant of the King’s message, we had a 
greater force in this country and in Ire- 
Jand, than had ever been known. The 
sight hon. gent. stated, that by the adop- 
tion of this system, we were meeting an 
immediate danger by a slow and gradual 
improvement of the discipline of the vo- 
Junteers. In reply to this, he must beg 
gents. to recollect what was the intention 
of Parliament when the system was adopted 
last sessions. He must request the House 
to say, whether it was in contemplation, 
or within the scope of their hopes or ex- 
pectations, that the volunteers of this 
country would have attained that degree 
of perfection and discipline to which they 
had happily arrived, within so very short a 
period as had elapsed since the passing of 
the act by which they had been consti- 
tuted. Could it be called slow improve- 
ment in discipline, by those who formerly 
thought that exertions infinitely more li- 
mited than those the volunteers were now 
capable of, would be sufficient to avert the 
danger? When the bill for forming them 
was originally introduced, training on Sun- 
days and 14 days, commuted afterwards 
for 24 days exercise, had been deemed 
sufficient to give to the country that de- 
gree of confidence and security which 
would lead it to look forward without 
apprehension to the issue of the arduous 
contest in which it was engaged. But 
what had taken place? Instead of 14 or 
24 days exercise, the volunteers, with a 
zeal and enthusiasm worthy their spirits 
and the cause which animated them, had 
more than performed their contract. In- 
stead of barely earning their exemptions, 
they had given the best possible contradic- 
tion to the imputation thrown out against 
them, of having been induced to come 
forward by the consideration of the ex- 
emptions. There was, he could state with 
confidence, hardly a volunteer corps in 
this kingdom that had not tripled its en- 
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gagement with the public; hardly one 
which had not, instead of 24 days exer 
cise, devoted 3 or 4 times that period jn 
the acquisition of military discipline. Ang 
what had been the effect? Not certainly 
that they had reached the degree of discj, 
pline which it was desirable they should 
possess, but that they had attained their 
present state of discipline with a degree of 
rapidity which neither the hopes nor ex. 


pectations of the legislature could have 


anticipated at the time it defined the num. 
ber of days exercise required of them, 
The right hon. gents had said, that he 
looked with the utmost apprehension to 
the proposition which had been suggested, 
that the volunteers were to be calculated 
upon as part of the means of resisting an 
invading enemy, or, in other words, that 
they were to be brought forward as an 
army. He had never heard it stated that 
the volunteers were to be brought forward 
as an army ; but he had heard it said, and 
with rapture he had listened to so pleasing 
a theme, countenanced as it was by opi- 
nions far more worthy of reliance than any 
which proceeded from the right hon. gent., 
he had heard it said, that the volunteers 
were capable of being brought forward, 
not indeed as an army, but, under circum- 
stances, as part of an army. He had the 
authority of high military characters to 
oppose to the opinions of the right hon, 
gent. Against his mere unsupported as- 
sertions, he had the sentiments of such 
men as Lord Cathcart, Earl Moira, and 
General Simcoe, entitling the country to 
count on the aid and co-operation of the 
volunteers with the régular force, as a 
material ingredient in our means of exer- 
tion for the defence against the enemy. 
The right hon, gent. had been pleased to 
traduce the discipline of the volunteers, 


and to speak with contempt of their inefli- 


ciency. In answer to his unjust asper- 
sions, it was only necessary to state the 
opinion of one of the respectable officers 
he had named, Gen. Simcoe, a man he 
was proud to call his friend. That officer, 
without reference to any debates, but to 
convey that satisfaction to his mind which 
he was happy to say had been afforded by 
the knowledge of his opinion of the mili- 
tary efficiency of the volunteer corps, had 
transmitted to him an account of volun- 
teers, consisting of 2,500 men, raised for 
the Southern part of Devon. He held in 


his hand the paper he had sent him, which | 


was signed by the inspecting officer of the 
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corps of South Devon volunteers: they 
were composed of 5 battalions; and, with 
reference to every one of them, except the 
artillery, of which he spoke in the highest 
terms, he had used these words: ‘ Fit for 
duty, and qualified to act with troops of 
the line.” Of these 2,500 called out at 
diferent periods, only 123 had been ab- 
sent, and their absence was accounted for 
by sickness. He trusted he might be al- 
lowed to observe, not for the purpose of 
depreciating any of our other military es- 
tablishments, but to shew how far a spirit 
of loyalty and attachment to the country 
would carry men who were embarked in 
its defence, that these men, who had at- 
tended with such punctuality, were under 
no obligation of penalties; that they 
obeyed no impulse but of duty, zeal, and 
patriotism. The right hon. gent. had said, 
that experience had not justified the confi- 
dence expressed by some persons in troops 
of this description; and he had referred 
to the troops employed in La Vendée—to 
those men who had made one of the no- 
blest efforts ever exhibited to Europe; 
men who, unfortunately with too little 
success, had resisted the revolutionary sys- 
ten of France, and had preserved their 
hyalty to their sovereign, The right hon, 
gent. had stated, that these troops were a 
proof of the unsoundness of the principle 
of a volunteer system, and how little re- 
liance was to be placed on any exertions, 
the result of it. He maintained, in op- 
position to his opinion, that they proved 
no such thing: on the contrary, they 
proved how little confidence was to be 
placed in that force the right hon. gent. 
wished to have in the room of the volun- 
ers. The troops in La Vendge resem- 
bled an armed peasantry, more than any 
thing else. He was confident, the right 
hon, gent. aud the House must know, 
that, in their march to Granville, they 
were zealous, brave, and loyal, but a tu- 
multuous and undisciplined body, inca- 
pable of resisting a well-disciplined army. 

ne of the errors of the right hon, gent. 
aad his friends was, that they were desirous 
of substituting an armed peasantry; but 
they were not justified in saying that an 
umed peasantry was better than a volun- 
leer force. For reasons unnecessary to be 
tated, it was thought expedient to give 
that preference to the volunteers they de- 


‘tved: but still there remained to minis-" 


lets a discretion to.add an armed peasantry 


ae velnteer force, Let it not be said, 
an, I, 





then, that the volunteer system precluded 
an armed peasantry. The right hon. gent. 
had also said, that the national guards 
bore the strongest tesemnblance to volun- 
teers: but with respect to the conduct of 
the national guards, there was nothing to 
warrant his apprehensions of the volun- 
teers, Was he not aware of what was an 
incontestible fact, that both in La Vendée 
and at Jemappe, the national guards were 
employed. If they were employed at the 
battle of Jemappe, as he had reason to 
believe, surely no one would contend that 
they had not performed good service in a 
cause to which he should ever look with 
abhorrence. They “had contributed to a 
victory fatal to Europe—a victory which 
every man who felt for the independence 
of Europe, must look back to with hor- 
ror and regret. They had their share in 
producing that heavy calamity, but they 
shared also in the glory of the day. The 
right hon, gent. had heretofore lain parti- 
cular stress on the exemptions: in reply 
to him he had stated, and it had been 
proved, that exemptions were not the ori- 
ginal inducement to the volunteers. But, 
said the right hon. gent. let it appear it 
was not their motive now. It was one 
thing not to be actuated by an interested 
motive at first, and another, after a right 
had been conceded, not to wish to give it 
up. If they should now be deprived of 
their exemptions, they might feel that Par- 
liament had broken its faith with them. 
That impression would be made wich 
could not but have an influence on just 
and generous minds. The right hon. gent. 
seemed to assume, that every individual 
in a volunteer corps had the benefit of 
these exemptions, because he was a volun- 
teer, and consequently that 400,000 men 
were exempted, He did not consider how 
many of these were exempted: by age, by 
their occupations, by their service as con- 
stables, by their number of children, aud 
various other reasons, from serving in the 
militia and army of reserve. It could be 
shewn, notwithstanding the supposed in- 
quiry into the recruiting service, that at 
this time the actual amount of the army 
was much nearer the amount proposed to 
be raised, than at the corresponding period 
of the last war; and, in fact, that more 
recruits had been raised for the regular 


army, than were raised iu the first 7 years’ 


of the Rast war—a period when the right 

hon. gent. was exalting an administration 

that, much to its honour, was using every 
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effort to enable the country to cope with 
the enemy. The right hon. gent. had said, 
that the effect of this system was to dis- 
countenance the regulars, tarnish their 
splendor, and throw them in the shade. 
It was not possible for 400,000, or twice 
400,000 men, or any expedient that this 
country or any other country could adopt, 
to tarnish the glory of the regular army, 
or throw their merits in the shade. But 
could any thing be so opprobrious, as to 
hold a language which might, in the minds 
of the regular army, cause an impression 
that their glory was tarnished, or that they 
were under-rated, because 400,000 of 
their fellow subjects were ready to co- 
operate with them, zealously and glo- 
riously, for their King and country. Was 
that an impression which any hon. gent. 
should wish to create? and yet it was im- 
possible to hear his speech, without being 
satisfied it had such a tendency.—While 
the right hon. gent. had dwelt on the ef- 
fects produced on the feelings of the re- 
gular army by those of zeal, which had 
done honour to the volunteere, he had re- 
ferred, in a way which had given him great 
regret, .to the irregularities of individuals. 
He believed it was a matter of exultation 
and astonishment, that the instances of 
irregularity had been so few. If he la- 
mented there had been any irregularities, 
he at the same time rejoiced they had been 
so trifling, as to make it a subject of re- 
gret on the part of the House they had 
ever been noticed. The period when dis- 
tractions and complaints among the volun- 
teers were at their height, was in August 
last. What had produced them? It was, 
that the whole of their offers had not been 
accepted, True it was, there existed dis- 
satisfactions, which, in some instances, 
were manifested by irregularities of ex- 
pression; but it was only at the moment, 
when their loyal and patriotic feelings ex- 
perienced a certain degree of mortification. 
—The right hon. gent. had not missed the 
present occasion of adverting to a topic he 
frequently alluded to, and had imputed to 
his Majesty’s government, that they were 
actuated\ by base and unworthy motives, 
and of ptysuing popularity at the expence 
of their public duty, That was a subject 
to which he adverted with great reluc- 
tance. Whether in a greater or less de- 
gree they possessed the confidence of: the 
countty, was not. for him to ‘conjecture. 


Sure he was they had seryed. the country ' 
with zeal and fidelity, It was-astenishing. 
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that those ministers should ‘be accused of 
courting popular favour, on whom ‘the 
painful duty had been imposed of laying 
taxes on the people to the amount of 
15,000,000]. ‘They had performed their 
duty with regret, but without shrinking 
from it. He defied the right hon. gent. to 
produce an instance of any minister hay- 
ing so courted popularity. If his Majesty's 
ministers should have the good fortune to 
succeed in performing their duty to theix 
country in other respects, he trusted they 
would obtain credit for their motives; In 
what they had done, he was persuaded 
the country would not impute to them 
that they had unlawfully and basely been 
pursuing popular favour. He begged par. 
don for having made these observations, 
They had been drawn from him by the’ 
comments of the right hen. gent. who on 
this, as on former occasions, umsuccess- 
fully, but industriously, had addressed the 
House for the purpose of cresting an im- 
pression that we ought not to place any 
reliance on that description of force, 
which, if not the object of reliance, could 
not act with effect at a time when, if the 
the right hon. gent. was sincere in his idea 
of the danger that threatened us, no ade+ 
quate force could be substituted, By the 
manner in which the right hon. gent.-had 
dwelt on the exemptions, any one would 
be led to imagine they were created by 
this bill. In fact, all parts of the bill 
which related to exemptions, were qualifi. 
cations and modifications of them. But 
the right hon. gent. meant to take this op- 
portunity of expressing his disapprobation 
of the whole system, which, at the close 
of the last session, he pronounced to be 
that on which the country must rely.—He 
should conclude by maintaining, that the 
volunteer system wus one on which the 
country must rely for its security, though 
in what degree he would not say. Thank 
God! we had a numerous: and well disci- 
plined army, a numerous ‘arid well disci- 
plined militia, and 400,009 volunteers, 
Combining these together, he thought they 
constituted the most efficient force ever 
collected for the defence of this or any 


‘other country. 


Mr. Fox said, that he should-have sup- 


‘posed, from the speech of the right hon. 
gent, that’ he was not in the House when 
‘his right hon. friend spoke, for he hat 
‘completely misrepresented all ‘his afgu- 
‘ments. He had never stated, that all: the 
voluateers. had. ‘exemptions, nor had “he 
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ever stated that the volunteets*had en- 
rolled themselves merely on account of 
the exemptions. On the contrary, he had 
mentioned several corps within his own 
knowledge that were enrolled before the 
exemptions were granted. It was there- 
fore very hard to have atguments and sen- 
timents attributed to gent. which they had 
never uttered. He and his’ right hon. 
fiend had always argued, that the exemp- 
tions had not induced men to enter into 
volunteer corps, and therefore they had 
always opposed the granting of exemp- 
tions; and this was am answer to at least 
three-fourths of the right hon. gent:’s 
speech. The right hon. gent. had stated, 
that the national-guard composed a part of 
Dumourier’s army: of this fact he was 
not quite sure, bat he knew that it was 
composed at: first of raw troops, and the 
first report he sent of them was, that 
20,000 of them ran-away from 1500 Aus- 
trians. It should also be recollected, that 
one of the first exploits of these raw 
French troops was to- murder their own 
General. (Dillon); and® the next was, to 
make another of their gerierals (Biron), a 
prisoner. It was true, that these men 
turned out to be good troops’ after a cam- 
paign- or two; but he! only mentioned 
these cases, to shew-the- reliance that: was 
to be placed upon raw troops. The only 
way Of judging’ upon’ cases of this kind 
was to look into history, and-he did not 
recollect a single instance in which raw 
troops had, in che first instance, been suc- 
cessfully opposed to veterans. The right 
hon. gent. had contended, that it was not 
the intention of government’ to substitute 
the volunteers for an armed peasantry, 
because the King had: the power of calling 
out the population of the country: but 
had they taken the means to call them 
out?’ had they provided arms for them? 
or if they hourly expected the invasion, 
why were they not called out? It had been 
asserted that the volunteers had attained a 
ftedter degree of perfection than could 
have been expected; but he believed that 
near three-fourths ‘of them had never fired 
wth: ball cartridge, and’ yet these: men 
were raised to repel an attack that was 
expected in Augustlast. The right hon. 
gent. had'relied ‘much‘upon the reports ‘of 
ae — officers; ‘particularly’ Lord 

art, 
Moira, With regard to ‘ord Cathcart, 
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respects, different from those of tiiis coun- 
try; With regard to the report of General 
Simcoe, no man could be disposed to pay 
greater respect to it than he was; but he 
should like to know what number of ge- 
neral officers had made similar reports: if 
there were no others, why then it might be 
inferred that was the only corps in such an 
advanced state of discipline. As to the 
opinion which had been ‘said to be ad- 
vanced by Lord Moira, it was one which 
he believed had been delivered at a public 
dinner; whether it had been correctly re- 
ported or not, he did not know, and there- 
fore it was impossible to know whether his 
Lordship had really advanced such an opi- 
nion or not. It had been argued, that the 
volunteer system had not injured the re- 
cruiting for the army; but to this asser- 
tion he could not give credit: it was uni- 
versally known, that the army had not 
been recruited as it might have been, and 
indeed it was impossible but that the numi- 
ber of exemptions given’ must materially 
affect the récruiting for the army’’ but it 
was cuntended that Parliament would be 
guilty of a breach of faith, if the volun- 
teers were deprived of their exemptions: 
but was it not a breach of faith with the 
volunteers, when the number of days 
which they were obliged to drill, in order 
to obtain those exemptions, were changed 
from 20 to 44. The right bon. gent. had 
placed great reliance’ upon a comparison 
of the force in G. Britain now, and in the 
former war: but was tle danger the same? 
was the whole force of France. directed 
against this country? If it wag got, "it was 
absurd to revert to precededts in former 
wars. He still retained the opinion. he 
had expressed of the advantage that would 
result from an armed peasantry, because, 
instead of 400,000 men, you would then 
have two millions ;- but now, with the ex- 
ception of the army, the militia, and the 
volunteers, theré was not a man armed in 
the country. Before-he..sat down, he 
wished to ask ministers, ‘whether they 
really expected the invasion, or they did 
not? If they did, he believed there ‘never 
‘was an instance of a country left in such & 
state of defence, when such ‘a péwerfil 
invasion was expected: if they “did,~ he 
thought they ought ‘immediately ‘to’ set 
about some tiedsures for its future ‘sé- 
‘curity. é' iD Se 

The Chancellor of the Exchequér-wished 
‘to advert to a few points ‘that had been 





taken notice of by'the- hon! gent. who had 
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just sat down. The opinion of Lord 
Moira, which he had formerly stated, he 
had received not confidentially, but merely 
from the public returns of the noble Lord. 
The opinion of General Simcoe he had 
given on the same grounds as stated in his 
return for the division which he com- 
mauded. The testimony of the persons 
to whom he had alluded were well known, 
and might be regarded as very good autho- 
rities for the opinion which he had sup- 
ported of the etlicicency of the volun- 
teers. 

Sir James Pultency said, that when the 
General Defence Act had been first intro- 
duced in that House, he was the first, and 
he believed the only man, who strongly re- 
commended the plan of employing an arm- 
ed peasantry, He regretted that his idea had 
not been adopted, but the country was to 
make the best they could of the system as 
it stood, He would not agree with an 
hon. Colonel,near him, as to the degree 
of discipline that was necessary in the 
volunteer corps. It had been pleasantly 
quoted, that : 

‘¢ A little learning is a dangerous thing,” 
That certainly he could have no. objection 
to, as a line from Pope; but the maxim 
was. neither very convenient nor very prac- 
ticable in the occurrences of private life. 
There were many avocations, in which he 
would rather employ persons who knew 
something of their trade, than those who 
were utterly unacquainted with the first 
principles of it. It was no easy matter to 
define what military discipline was ; but if 
it comsisted, according to his ideas, in 
knowing ‘thease of a musquet, in being 
able to march with steadiness and preci- 
sion, and in certain habits of obedience 
aud regularity, inseparable from a mili-. 
tary die, that degree of discipline he 
thought the volunteers capable of; and he 
was happy to find that, to a certain ex- 
tent, they had attained it. Even. that 
portion .6f «discipline that could be ac- 
quired by a fewzpersons assembling in a 
room, and learning at the word of com- 
mand eyes right, and eyes left, would be 
attended with no little advantage; and if 
it should be ever found necessary to habi- 
tuate the volunteers to 2 looser manner of 
spreading themselves over, or getting’ 
_ through a country, they would, not hare’ 
much difficulty in adopting that mode of 
-discipline. He fully agreed with the hon. 
Colonel, as to the extreme importance of 
the city of London; and he thought that 





the volunteer force could render most ser. 
vice to the country, not by meeting the 
enemy on their first disembarkation, byt 
by combating them in a desultory manner 
between the capital and the coast, He 
was not so sanguine in his expectations 
from the exertions of the two millions of 
armed peasantry. It was a fact well 
known to, every military man, that in a 
battle only a certain number of troops 
could be employed; and if 50 or 60,000 
French should effect. a landing, even 
100,000 volunteers, or armed peasantry, 
would be as useless as two millions. 

Colonel Craufurd explained, that he 
had always recommended that the armed 
pesantry should have some degree of 
training. 

Mr. Dickinson spoke against the bill, 
and appealed to the Speaker, whether, in 
the course of his experience, he had ever 
known or heard of so incongruous and 
absurd a bill as the one before them. It 
had been compared, not unaptly, to a 
begging box, which was open to the con. 
tributions of the charitable and humane, 
It could not have presented more contra- 
dictory and inconsistent clauses, if the 
right hon. mover of it had thrown 4 or5 
blank sheets of paper on the table, and de- 
sired the members to scribble what they 
pleased on them. 

Mr. Rose said, that there was no maq@ 
who was a more warm, strong, and zea 
lous friend to the volunteer system than he 
was. He had done every thing in that 
part of the country where he resided to 
encourage and promote it; and when dif- 
ficulties had arisen in the arrangement, he 
informed those who referred to him,, that 
those difficulties would be removed as soon 
as Parliament had taken the whole of the 
system under their consideration. He 
was sorry to find that was not the case, for 
he had never known so much pains be- 
stowed to so little purpose. The bill now 
before the House went to paralize all the 
good effects that were likely to result from 
@ proper application of the principle of 
bounty. Instead of giving it to the voluns 
teers, to expend it as they pleased, it was 
determined by the clause in this bill, that 
it should be applied—how? why to puls 
chase great coats to shelter them, he sup- 
posed, from the heat of the dog-days. He 
strongly objected ta that clause which:em 
powered farmers .and manufacturers. 16 
make deductions from the wages. of theit 
servants, for. the extra time. they: s 
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employ in drilling or exercising. The 
consequence of that regulation, he ven- 
tured to predict, would cause a very con- 
siderable diminution of the volunteer force, 
for that description of men would have no 
inducement to continue to be members. 
However, although he expected no good 
fom the measure under its present form, 
yet he would not carry his opposition so 
far as to vote against the third reading of 
the bill. 

Mr. Curwen said, he should have to 
trouble the House with but a few words. 
He entertained no doubts as to the public 
spirit and feeling of volunteers; but with 
respect to the degree of perfection in 
training and discipline, to which they, ge- 
nerally speaking, had arrived, he certainly 
had considerable doubts. The right hon, 
gent. had vaunted of the state of disci- 
pline which corps in a particular part of 
the kingdom, to the number of between 
9 and 3000 men, had arrived: but were 
all the returns of the inspecting officers to 
be laid before the House, a wide differ. 
ence would soon be perceived, and the 
number of corps fit for duty, and to act 
with troops of the line, would, he believed, 
be found very inconsiderable, 

General Loftus observed, that under the 
present circumstances of the country, he 
felt it his duty to give the bill his best sup- 
port. He.approved of the plan of blend. 
ing the corps of volunteers with the regu- 
lar army, which consisted of a given num- 
ber of brigades, and placed under general 
oficers acquainted with the service. He 
deprecated the idea of bringing the volun. 
teers by themselves into action, of march- 
ing them into parts of the country to 
which they were totally strangers, or of 
placing general officers at the head of 
troops with whom they were entirely un- 
acquainted. He had made these observa- 
tions, not with the least view of throwing 
difficulties in the way, but in the way of 
caution; no idea could be rationally en- 
tained of bringing the volunteers into the 
field, without any body to lead them. This 
he applied to the idea of employing the 
Volunteers singly ; if such were to be acted 
upon, experience would soon shew its in- 
jurious effects. He next adverted to the 
prpptant consideration of driving the cat- 

from those parts of the coasts where 
a1 enemy was likely to effect a landing. 
He recollected, when serving under ,the 
Present Lord:-Howe, in America, that the 
tiemy uniformly took the precaution of 
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driving the cattle from such parts of the 
coast as his debarkations were made; this 
operation threw his Majesty’s forces into 
a distressing dilemma, and they were al- 
ways forced to recur to their own maga- 
zines: the consequence was, that with ali 
the skill and ability of that celebrated 
officer, he was unable to penetrate further 
than thirty or forty miles up the country. 
He was happy to understand that it was the 
intention of government to take the pre- 
caution of driving the cattle from the coasts, 
which necessarily must reduce the enemy 
to the alternative of subsisting upon the 
contents of their own magazines. 

General Tarleton said, he should detain 
the House but for a very few minutes, and 
his endeavours would be to correct a mis- 
statement which had frequently been made 
with regard to recruiting the army, and in 
which that night it had been asserted, we 
were wonderfully successful. The fact, 
however, he was sorry to say, was very 
different. In some districts, he knew, re- 
cruits were not to be had. A great deal 
of the statements which had been made 
on the contrary, were founded on the 
numbers who were drawn from the army of 
reserve, who were induced by a supere 
added and excessive premium to enter into 
the general service, and these they called 
recruits, There was a clause, he ob- 
served, in the Army of Reserve Act, al- 
lowing men of the height of five feet two, 
to enter as substitutes; the consequence of” 
which was, that on a certain occasion, 
where upwards of 1000 men had entered 
from the Army of Reserve, owing to the 
five-feet-two clause, there could not be 
found one man of five feet four for the ge- 
neral defence of the country. Therefore, 
if the data of these statements were taken 
from what was furnished by the army of 
reserve, it was adeception upon the House 
and the country. He then called the at- 
tention of the House to the favourable cir- 
cumstances for ministers, under which the 
present war was commenced, with a parlias 
ment confiding beyond all former example, 
and with the spirit of patriotism and loyalty 
universally diffused throughout the country, 
they were furnished with men to render 
the force of the country completely invul. 
nerable, But how far they were from im+ 
proving these advantages, and establishing 
a complete and effective force in the coun- 
try, was now pretty generally known. 
With respect to the measures intended to 
be propesed by an hon. Secretary for aug- 
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menting the troops of the line, when they 
came. before the House he should deliver 
his sentiments upon them: but of this he 
was: convinced in common with all officers 
who: were conversant upon the subject; 
that the army. ought to be augmented, and 
that much time had been lost. 

Lord Castlereagh spoke shortly in expla- 
nation, and observed, that independent of 
the newly adopted modes of. recruiting, 
when the number of men obtained by the 
erdinary mode, was compared with the 
amount obtained in the former year, it 
was only one-fourteenth less. 

Mr. C.. Wynne made some observations 
upon the defects, which, he contended, pre- 
vailed in the present volunteer system ; 
the men, he said, could not learn the use 
ef arms betere they had arms given them. 
A comparatively small number were ac- 
quainted with ball-tirimg. He knew of 
two.counties where not a. single musket 
had. beew received, and other districts where 
not one half of the volunteers had been 
armed. He was glad the House were 
about to be rid.of such a bill: it was. going 
to.2 place whence. he hoped it would not 
return, unless it was inoculated with a lit- 
tle more vigour and alittle more efficacy. 

Sir W. Geary made a few: observations 
upon the subject, and contended, that the 
volunteer system could not be fairly held 
to: interfere with the recruiting of the line, 
the diminution of which proceeded from 
‘the militia and the army of reserve. 

Mr. Henry Lascelles expressed his 
wishes, that, if possible, aclause, which, in 
his opinion, threw open: the doors. to perpe- 
tual disputes, might either be entirely omit- 
ted, or so. altered, as to prevent the bad 
consequences thut would inevitably be 
produced by it; he alluded to that which 
authorised the deduction from. the wages 
ofifarmers’ servants, if they: remained above 
four hours absent upon drill er exercise. 
He thouglit it advisable that. the clause 
should be expunged: from the:bill;. or that 
the time should’ be considerably extended. 
The question was. then put on the third 
reading of the: bill, and carried.in theaffir- 
mative.—The bill: was afterwards passed, 
aud’ ordered‘ to be carried to the-Lords for 
their: concurrence, by: Mr. ‘Tierney.—Ad- 
journedi 


uae 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
a Friday, March 23. 
' (Mtxv'res.J—The royal, assent was 


piven’ By: Coniniission “to” seventeen” pub- 





lic and private bills: among the for 
mer were, the Exchequer Bills Bill, the 
Trish, Revenue Bill, the Irish Counter. 
vailing Duties, the Irish Malt Duty 
the Hides and Tallow Importation, the 
Sugar Warehousing. the Neutral Ships, 
the Rape Seed Oil Importation; “aa 
among the latter, Boydell’s Picture Lot, 
tery Bill, the Rochdale Canal Sub. 
scription, and three Naturalization Bills, 
The Lords Commissioners were the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Hawkesbury, and. Lord 


Walsingham.—Lord Ashburton was sworp | 


and took his seat on attaining his majo. 
rity.—Counsel were heard in continuation, 


relative to the Scotch Appeal, Fleming »,, 


Abercromby.—The. Volunteer Consolida- 
tion Bill was brought up from the Com. 
mons. by Mr. ‘Tierney. 


[Votunteer Consotrparion Bit] 
—Lord Hawkesbury moved the first read. 
ing of the Volunteer Consolidation Bill; 
accordingly the title and breviate of the 
bill was read by the Lord Chancellor,— 
The noble Secretary then moved, that the 
bill be printed for the use of their Lord. 
ships. He observed, at the same time, 
that the forms of the House did not allow 
the second reading of a bill, to be regu- 
larly moved until the prints were before 
the House. However, as there was every 
probability that the prints would be ready 
for delivery to-morrow, he should now 
give notice, that on Monday it was hisin- 
tention to move for the second reading of 
the bill. 

Earl Spencer rose, not, ‘he said, for the 
purpose of opposing the measure, or to 
throw any difficulties in the way of his Ma- 
jJesty’s government in the present circum- 
stances, but merely to suggest to Minis- 
ters and to the House the consideration, 
whether a bill of the peculiar nature: and 
importance as that, the heads of which 


had just been read, a measure, theprinc- 


ple of which was not only so very import- 
ant, ‘but in itself embracing such a variety 
of detailed provisions, could’ be maturely 
cousidered so far as to make ‘up theit 
Lordships” minds, as to* that ‘species of 
discussion, required at’a secotid redding, in 
the very short interval, between‘the deli- 
very of the bill and Monday next: he 
thought it could’ not. He deprecated the 
idea of any. improper haste being’ used I 
the progress of the bill’ in that House. Their 
Lordships would’ recollect: the” estraordl- 
nary length of time it was under considera 
tior in~another™ place; the tepedted “dis 
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wssions the measure had undergone, and 
the variety of amendments which had been 
made to it. It was therefore incumbent 
on their Lordships to give the measure a 
fll and mature consideration in all its 
branches and details; the measure, in the 
present circumstances, was one of the 

atest importance: the character and 
dignity of the House were implicated in 
the consideration: they should evince to 
the public their determination to give the 
measure a full consideration, and that no 
improper haste should be used on the part 
of their Lordships in passing the bill._— 
Under these impressions, he begged leave 
to suggest to the noble Secretary, that 
Tuesday should be the earliest day fixed 
upon for the second reading. 

Lord Hawkesbnry observed, it was by 
ao means the wish of his Majesty’s minis- 
ters to use any improper haste in the pro- 
gress of the bill; on the contrary, it was 
their wish that the measure should undergo 
afull and thorough investigation. At the 
same time he could not avoid observing to 
thenoble earl, that the detailed and-re- 
peated discussions the bill had already re- 
ceived, rendered its contents pretty well 
known to the public, and perhaps to a 
great number of their Lordships ; however, 
though his wish was, that. a measure of 
such peculiar importance in the present 
tirumstances of the country, should re- 
tive as little delay as possible, under 
what had been suggested, he had no ob- 
ection to take Tuesday as the day for his 
moving the. second reading. 

Earl Fitzwilliam made a few observa- 
tons, principally in support of what fell 
fom the noble earl near him (Spencer) ; 
he urged the propriety of giving the bill a 
fll and mature consideration in that 
House, He adverted to the deliberate 
discussions it had undergone in the other 
louse of Parliament, and the many al- 
trations and amendments it had been 
lound hecessary to make in the measure as 
Mginally proposed to that. House. 

_Earl Darnley expressed his coincidence 
agreat deal of what fell from the noble 
tarls on his side of the House ; but at the 
‘ame time he must avow his opinion, that 
in the present circumstances of the coun- 
tty, the bill should be delayed as little as 
Possible in its progress. Nolord could more 
lily estimate the character and dignity 
of that House than himself: there were 
“rain regulations in the bill which it 
Would be expedient to carry into effect as 
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soon as possible. He was however an ad 
vocatefor a fall and therough discussion of 
the measure; on that’ ground he had no 
‘objection to the proposed delay; but if he 
thought there was a probability of their 
Lordships being eble adequately to discuss 
the measure previous tu the mtended Te~ 
cess, he should have no objection to the 
| day first named by the noble Secretary of 
State. 

Lord Hawkesbury, inexplanation, assuted 
the noble lords there was no intention on 
the part of ministers to hurry the progress 
of the measure. Hie was equally aware 
of the various and complicated nature of 
the measure, as of its peculiar importance ; 
it certainly embraced many detailed con- 
siderations, each of which invelved a pria- 
ciple in itself; it was then right that the 
whole should be fully and maturely con- 
sidered, and if such could not be done pre~ 
vious to the recess, they had no particular 
desire to urge its passing before that pe~ 
riod. 

Lord Harrowby made a variety of obser~ 
vations, not only on the bill itself, but on 
a great part of the conduct of his Majes- 
ty’s ministers relative thereto. In one 
point of view, it was his wish that the bil? 
should receive the sanction of the legisla- 
ture as speedily as possible, as it contained, 
in particular, one provision of which he 
approved, namely, that which held out @ 
bounty for the encouragement of volun- 
teers to perfect themselves in ‘military dis- 
cipline and exercise. This part of the bill, 
when he considered the eritieal circum- 
stances, with respect to pending invasion, 
in order to be of real service, sheuld be 
carried into effect as speedily as possible, 
for on a short approaching interval mucle 
may depend. The noble lord then ad- 
verted to the delays which he conceived 
ministers had suffered to tke place witht 
respect to the measure in question, and 
censured their conduct on that head. 
Much time had been lost. This was the 
only measure they brought forward for the 
defence of the country, and as little time 
should be lost as possible. He deprecate@ 
the idea of losing any time in considera 
tion of a recess, but if such a proceeding 
was resolved upon, he hoped it would be 
for the shortest period possible, not ex+ 
tending beyond the Monday, which would 
follow the second reading of the bill. His 
Lordship then alluded to some parts of the 
bill, which, from their questionable nature, 
as well as on account of the conduct- of 
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ministers in these respects, he deemed to 
Fequire mature consideration and thorough 
investigation on the part of their lord- 
ships. 

The Earl of Carnarvon warmly depre- 
cated every idea of hurrying the progress 
of a bill of such importance as the present 
through the House: an attempt of the kind 
militated against the letter and spirit of 
certain standing orders. He knew there 
were certain precedents for speedily push- 
ing bills through the House, but he hoped 
they would not be acted upon ; it was the 
duty of the House fully and maturely to 
consider and investigate the measure. He 
fully agreed in what had been stated by a 
noble earl of the nature of the bill; it 
was one of an intricate kind, and should 
not be hastily proceeded with: its effects 
on, and connexion with other measures 
proposed by ministers in the last session, 
should be also considered, as well as the 
length of time which they suffered to elapse 
before they came forward with the bill in 
question. The noble earl, after animad- 
verting on the conduct of ministers in 
these respects, contended for the pro- 
priety of discussing the measure in the 
most cautious and deliberate manner. 

The Lord Chancellor quitted the wool- 
sack, and delivered his sentiments upon 
the occasion. He adverted to the irregu- 
lar turn which the debate had taken,. but 
which to observe upon, as he then felt it 
proper, he must necessarily fall into the 
same irregularity himself. The question 
he conceived was, whether the bill should 
be read a second time on Tuesday; and 
in considering this, the noble and learned 
lord commented on what had fallen from 
a noble earl then near him, and from a 
noble lord who had spoken rather at length 
on the opposite side of the House: the in- 
¢onsistency of whose arguments, as ope. 
rating either in favour of delay, or on 
the contrary, for expedition, were point- 
edly remarked upon by his Lordship.— 
With his noble friend he agreed in the pro- 
priety of maturely and deliberately consi- 
dering the measure before them; it was 
irregular in point of form, as well as an 
€rroneous way of considering the case, to 
go upon an assumption of what the House 
in its wisdom may resolve upon with re- 
spect to the ensuing period of recess, He 
seemed to think the latter day mentioned, 
the preferable of the two, as, in common 
with several of their Lordships, he knew 
but very little of the detailed provisions of 
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the bill, save from that description of 
them which his duty on the occasion of the 
first reading of the bill rendered it neces. 
sary he should read to the House ; and he 
was fully convinced of the propriety of 
duly and thoroughly discussing the mea- 
sure in question. 

Earl Darniey spoke in explanation, and 
Lord Minto seemed inclined to speak, 
when 

Lord Walsingham deemed it incumbent 
on him to remind their Lordships of the 
obvious irregularity of the present discus- 
sion. There was, strictly speaking, no 
question before the House, as iu point of 
form, the second reading of the bill could 
not regularly be moved for, until the prints 
were before their Lordships.—The cor- 
rectness of this remark was acknowledged 
by the Lord Chancellor; and Lord 
Hawkesbury, in the course of a short ex- 
planation as to the point of form, remind- 
ed their Lordships, that what the Noble 
Lord had observed, had been conceived 
by him in the first instance. He then ob. 
served that it was his intention to move 
for the second reading of the bill, ov 
Tuesday. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, March 23. 


[Minutes.]—The House having, pur- 
suant tosummons, proceeded to the House 
of Lords, the Speaker on their retum 
stated, that the royal assent had been 
given by commission, to the Exchequer 

Sills Bill, the Irish Duties Bill, the Irish 
Countervailing Duties Bill, the Irish Malt 
Bill, Boydell’s Lottery Bill, and the Port 
of London Bill.—Mr. Vansittart presented 
“An Account of the ordinary Revenues 
and Extraordinary Resources constituting 
the Public Income of Great Britain, for 
the year ending the 5th Jan. 1804,” which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and to be 
printed.—Mr. Irving, Inspector-General 
of Imports and Exports, presented, “ An 
Account of the Value of all Imports into, 
and Exports from, Great Britain, for 18 
years, ending 5th Jan. 1804,” which were 
ordered to lie on the table and to be 
printed.—Mr. Kemp, from the Commis 
sioners of Excise presented, ‘ An Account 
of the Produce of the Permanent Taxes 
imposed in the years 1802 and 3, a 
the years ending 5th Jan. 1803, and 5 
Jan. 1804, distinguishing each quarter, 80 
far as relates to the Revenue of Excise 
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England,” which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and to be printed.—The Inn-keepers’ 
Allowance Bill was read a third time and 
assed.— The House having considered, in 
gcommittee, the Act of the 42d of the 
King, respecting the regulation of the 
linen manufacture, the Chairman obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to amend so much 
of the said act as relates to the Irish linen 
manufacture, particularly with respect to 
fax-seed.—Mr. Porter, from the Com- 
issioners of the Customs, presented, “* An 
Account of the Balances and Arrears due 
fom the Collectors of the Customs iu 
England on the 5th of Jan. 1804, as far as 
the same can be made out,” which was or- 
dered to lie on the table and to be print- 
ed.—The report of the Irish Militia Fami- 
es Bill was brought up. 


{Lorp Hoop’s CLaim.]—The Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer said, that a copy of 
the proceedings of the Privy Council, re- 
specting the ships captured at Toulon, in 
the course of the last war, had been some 
time lying on the table of the House, and 
he gave notice of his intention of moving 
inthe Committee of Supply on Monday 
next, for a grant of a sum to carry into 
eect the recommendation of the Lords of 
the Treasury, in order that thesum should 
be distributed among the captors of those 
prizes—The right hon. gent. afterwards 
rose again, and observed that finding he 
was mistaken in supposing the report of 
the proceedings of the Privy Council re- 
specting the captures at Toulon, to which 
he had before alluded, were printed, said, 
he should propose the printing of this do- 
cument ; and, in order te give time to the 
House to examine it, should withdraw his 
notice for Monday, and defer until Wed- 
hesday the motion in the Committee of 
Supply, 

Mr. Fohnstone thought this a subject of 
0 much importance, and one so likely to 
give rise to considerable difference of opi- 
lion, that the proposed motion of the 
nght hon. gent. ought to be postponed till 
after the recess, in order to give time for 
consideration, and that the discussion and 
atiendance should be full and satisfactory. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer stated, 
that from the nature of this business, all 
unnecessary delay should be avoided ; and 
he was certain, that did the hon. member 
know the extreme anxiety felt by the sea- 
men and others interested in thesubject, he 
Would himself be arhong the first to press that 


itshould be decided on as seon as possible. 
Vou. I, 
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Mr. Rose was not aware, before this 
day, that any such papers as those alluded 
to by the right hon. gent. who had just sat 
down, were on the table of the House; 
nor was he either that any such claim had 
ever been preferred by those engaged in 
taking ships, &c. at Toulon, although he 
was long in office after that event. ‘The 
subject appeared to him to be of much 
importance, and he was therefore inclined 
to agree with the proposition for farther 
time to Consider it than the right hon. gent. 
had mentioned. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer stated, 
in proof of the urgency of the case, and 
the propriety of expedition, that many of 
the persons interested in the discussion 
only waited the result, to set off for differ- 
eut stations in the service of their country. 
If, however, it should appear that the at- 
tendance should be thin on Wednesday, 
and that the preposition was not, there- 
fore, likely to receive ‘an ample discussion, 
he certainly should comply with the wish 
expressed, for putting -it off till after the 
holidays.—After a few words from Mr. 
Rose and Mr. G. Vansittart, the conver- 
sation dropped. 


[IkISH HALF-PAY OFFICERS.]—Lord 
A. Hamilton rose, pursuant to notice, to 
move for the production of a * Copy of 
any orders which may have been issued by 
the Lords of his Majesty’s treasury in Ire- 
land since the union, affecting the half 
pay of officers on the Irish establishment, 
when employed in England.”—The noble 
Lord stated his object to be, to ascertain 
whether the indulgence of paying the re- 
venues of the civil officers of the Irish go- 
vernment in this country at par, was ex- 
tended to eny other persons, and particu- 
larly whether the meritorious persons who 
were the subjects of his motion experienced 
this mark of favour. 

Mr. Corry said, he was not aware of 
the existence of any order such as the no- 
ble Lord alluded to, but yet he had no 
objection. to the motion, nor to answer 
any question which might be put by the 
noble Lord, or any other member, in or- 
der to put the House in possession of full 
and satisfactory information with respect 
to the affairs of Ireland.—The motion was 
agreedto, 


[Property Tax act. ]|—Mr. Vansittart 
moved for leave to bring in a bill to repea} 
so much of the Property Tax Act, as re- 
quires attornies, agent, and factors, ta 

35 . 
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retain and pay the duties chargeable upon 
public annuities, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer stated, 
that this measure was proposed in conse- 
quence of a wish expressed by the bankers, 
and other persons interested, and from a 
full persuasion of the justice of their re- 
quest. Leave was given; the bill was 
afterwards brought in by Mr. Vansittart, 
read a first and second time, and commit- 
ted for Monday. 

{[Loyatty Loan.]—Mr. Dent, in ad- 
verting to this subject, observed, that an 
opinion had been given by a professional 
man, different from those of the Attorney 
and Solicitor General. The subject was of 
very considerable importance, as it in- 
volved a capital of 20,250,000]. and if 
the period of payment was to be deferred 
till April 1805, and any event, such as a 
peace, should take place, causing a great 
rise ‘in the price of the funds, a very ma- 
terial consideration would arise out of it, 
as the loyalty loan could not then rise 
above par. It was important that the 
question respecting the time of payment 
should be settled, as he understood that 
several holders of the loan, to the amount 
of upwards of 2,000,000]. had given no- 
tice that they expected to be paid on the 
10th of April next. 

The Chancellar of the Exchequer said, 
that the subject divided itself into two 
heads: the first a question of law, and the 
next of equity. With respect to the ques- 
tion of law, the law officers of the crown 
had given an opinion different to that sup- 
ported by the hon. gent. As to the ques- 
tion of equity, whilst he agreed in the 
importance of the subject, he should cer- 
tainly pay every attention to it, and en- 
deavour to bring the point, respecting 


which difficulties had arisen, to a decision 


as soon as possible. 

“Mr. Dent observed, that something 

should be done before the 10th day of April 
next. 
» [AYLESBURY ELECTION. ]—The report 
of the committee on the Aylesbury elec- 
tion was taken into consideration, The 
first resolution, charging Mr, Bent with 
bribery, was agreed to. The second, re- 
lative to the system of corruption, was left 
open to the House to found any measure 
upon. Upon coming to the resolution in 
which the name of John Rawbone is in- 
serted among those implicated in the 
charge of bribery, 

The Marquis gf Titchficld rose, and 


. 
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stating his opinion that sufficient proof did 
not appear to sustain the charge against 
this man, he moved that his name should 
be omitted. 

Mr. C. Wynne said, that he was a mem. 
ber of the committee appointed to try this 
case, in which it appeared that John Raw- 
bone was present at a table, when ano- 
ther person received a bribe, and this in 
consequence of a previous invitation. The 
committee, therefore, felt it their duty to 
report his name, leaving it to the House 
to decide whether his presence upon the 
occasion alluded to should be considered 
an assent to the act, and a participation of 
the guilt. 

The Master of the Rolls thought that it 
would be extremely wrong, upon. the 
grounds. stated by the hon. member, to 


L institute any such prosecution against the 


subject of this motion, as that which took 
place in the Ilchester case.—The motion 
was agreed to. 

Sir G. Cornwall rose, agreeably to no- 
tice, to move for leave to bring in a bill to 
prevent bribery and corruptian in the elec- 
tion of representatives for the borough of 
Aylesbury. The hon. Baronet observed 
upon the scandalcus system of corruption 
which prevailed at Aylesbury during the 
last election. A number of the voters not 
being satisfied with two candidates, de- 
puted some of their body to search fora 
third, whom they found out, and from 
whom they received a certain sum of mo- 
ney, as a reward for their support at the 
election. This had appeared in evidence 
before the committee, and he, as their 
chairman, had been appointed by the al- 
most unanimous voice of the members, not 
to move for the disqualification of the 
voters concerned in the bribery, nor for 
their prosecution, but to move for leave 
to bring in a bill for preventing of bribery 
and corruption in the election of members 
to serve in Parliament for the borough of 
Aylesbury. ; 

The Marquis of Titchfield conceived the 
object of the bill to be to throw open the 
borough, and as such he highly disap- 
proved of it. He had no objection to any 
proceeding against the guilty persons, but 
he trusted that Parliament would never 
consent to infringe the rights of above 300 
electors for this borough, merely upon the 
sround that, according to the report of 
the committee, of which the hon. Baronet 
was chairman, 50 voters had been impli- 
cated in bribery. He hoped that no such 





013) 


atten} 
counte 
that th 
he sho 
Mr. 
friend 
more | 
althou; 
were 1 
were p 
case W: 
proflig 
thing a 
as if th 
town t 
would 
proved 
suppor 
ties, J 
any gre 
strongl 
Interpo 


aware, 
elector 
bribes ; 
room, | 
one ent 
a bowl 
had his 
ported 
votes, 
convict 
such ev 
would 
charact 
cency, 
for its ¢ 
similar 
Sir J 
of invi 
signed | 
venante 
was the 
borougl 
their re 
paymer 
always 
tion, in 
They h 
old car 
they: co 
they m; 
and hit 
addition 
those f 
them we 


013] 


attempt at disqualification would ever be 
countenanced in that House; and feeling 
that the idea ought not to be entertained, 
he should vote against the motion. 

Mr. C. Wynne begged to set his noble 
friend right, as the corruption was much 
more extensive than he had stated; for 
although the names of only 50 persons 
were mentioned, not less than 200 electors 
were proved to have accepted bribes. This 
case was, indeed, so distinguished for open 
profligacy, that he had never heard of any 
thing at all like it. It was as unblushing 
as if the bellman had been sent round the 
town to offer a bribe to any elector that 
would accept it; and those bribes were 
proved to have been distributed by the 
supporters of each of the contending par- 
ties. He did not, therefore, conceive that 
any grounds could exist to render it more 
strongly incumbent on the legislature to 
interpose. 

Mr. Rose said, that from the depositions 
of Wilson, a man who was very well dis- 
posed to evade the facts, as the House was 
aware, it appeared that above 200 of the 
electors of this borough had accepted 
bribes ; that they were all collected in a 
room, on the table of which there was at 
one end a bowl of punch, and at the other 
abowl of guineas, from which each man 
had his douceur; that of the 270 who sup- 
ported Mr. Bent, only 50 votes were free 
votes, This was evidence sufficient to 
convict those men before a jury: and, with 
such evidence before gent. could they, he 
would ask, consistently with their own 
character, or indeed with common de- 
cency, consent to reject a bill which had 
for its object to prevent the recurrence of 
similar corruption, 

Sit John Newport stated, that the letter 
of invitation to the third candidate was 
signed by 200 electors, each of whom co- 
venanted for and received his bribe. It 
was the custom among the electors of this 
borough to demand Christmas boxes of 
their representatives, and, to enforce the 
payment of them, they say, that they shall 
always have a third candidate at the elec- 
tion, in order to enhance their own value. 
They had become discontented with the 
old candidates at the last election, and 
they contrived to find a third, of whom 
they made use to plunder the other two 
and himself also, It appeared, that in 
addition to the other guilt proved against 
those gent. of Aylesbury, that many of 
them went to each of the opposing parties, 
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and promised their support. As they 
could not vote for more than two candi- 
dates, they of course meant to trick the 
third. When the third candidate arrived 
at Aylesbury, pursuant to the invitation 
already referred to, his carriage was dragged 
through the town, and at the house he 
stopped, all the voters inglined to sell 
their support to him were assembled, none 
being admitted but persons qualified to 
vote, and each received two guineas. The 
hon. Baronet, after commenting upon the 
turpitude of such conduct, observed, that 
in his judgment the House should be happy 
to avail itself of such cases to throw open 
those boroughs, and thus to advance to- 
wards that pure representation of the peo- 
ple, which some gents. had proposed to at- 
tain by other means that were not conso- 
nant with the free spirit of our constitu- 
tion. This appeared to him to be the 
method by which Parliament might purify 
the representation of the people in that 
House; and he declared, therefore, that 
he never gave a vote with more sincere 
satisfaction than that he felt in supporting 
the motion under discussion. 

Mr. Nicholas Calvert approved of the 
motion, as he considered this to be one of 
those jobbing boroughs, all of which he 
should be happy to see thrown open. 
There any man, who had a few thousands 
to spend, might, however unknown to, or 
unconnected with the place, or however 
exceptionable in character, contrive, by a 
judicious application of that sum, to ob- 
tain his election. In such boroughs, from 
what he heard, he was disposed to believe, 
that there was generally an understanding 
between the partizans of the old and new 
candidates, the policy of both of whom it 
always was, and for obvious reasons, to 
create a contest. The only practicable 
way, as it struck him, of removing such 
scandalous artifices, was by opening these 
boroughs. . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
that it was enough for him to know that 
gross bribery had been committed in the 
borough of Aylesbury; that a select com- 
mittee had, upon grave investigation, de- 
cided that such was the case, and had in 
consequence reported such proceedings to 
the House. He must think it incumbent 
upon him to vote in support of a measure, 
in the first instance, which purported to 
go to the prevention of a repetition of 
such practices. But he did not mean it to 
‘be understood, that by such vote he hela 
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himself pledged to the support of this or 
that measure: on the contrary, he posi- 
tively and unequivocally declared, that he 
did not bind himself to any thing more 
than the support of a bill with a title such 
as the present, reserving to himself to ex- 
press his opinion, whatever it might be, 
without any restraint whatever, in an ul- 
terior stage of the business. Indeed, he 
confessed that there was some degree of 
doubt upon his mind with respect to the 
present case, as Robert Dupree, Esq. the 
sitting member, had a charge laid against 
him, which was different in the case of the 
Cricklade and Shoreham elections. With 
the resolutions before them, which the 
House had received, he thought that they 
must see the propriety of admitting the 
bill which was then proposed. 

Mr. Hurst declared, in the most distinct 
terms, that he thought it becoming the 
dignity of the Howse that they should 
adopt some measure for the assertion of 
its own rights, and for the preservation of 
the freedom of election, in an instance 
where they were so flagrantly violated. 
But he could not, at the same time, refrain 
from expressing his disapprobation of a 
principle which bad been laid down in the 
speech of the hon. gent. who said that the 
number of corrupt voters was not neces- 
sary to be looked to, for that he thought it 
was sufhcient that the existence of bribery 
within the borough was proved, in order 
to make him see the necessity of adopting 
a parliamentary regulation, to prevent the 
recurrence of such a case hereafter. Now 
he was of opinion, that the bribery or cor- 
ruption of any small portion of the inha- 
bitants of any place, could by no means 
warrant the House in taking upon them to 
interfere with the manner of voting within 
that district. In the present case, it was 
manifest that a regular system of corrup- 
tion had been adopted and acted upon to 
a very greatextent. It was, therefore, an 
act which the House owed to itself and to 
the constitution, to receive a bill for the 
future regulation of elections in such a 
place, at least so far as to prevent ’a repe- 
tition of such disgraceful practices. As | 
to the internal merits of the bill, how far 
its contents went to prevent the evil com- 

lained of, or whether it might not go too 
far, he did not mean to inquire in the pre- 
sent stage of the business, but should 
declare his sentiments, unfettered by any 
pledge or promise, at a future period, in 
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Chaucellor of the Exchequer had declareq 
that it was his intention to do. The 
cases of the Shoreham and the Cricklade 
elections he thought by no means similar 
to the present. 

The Master of the Rolls expressed him. 
self glad that no steps were suggested to 
be taken by the House to prosecute the 
individuals implicated, as he should con. 
sider such a measure inexpedient. By 
agreeing to the introduction of the bill, he 
did not pledge himself as to its principle; 
respecting which he should reserve himself 
for the second reading, 

Mr. C. Wynne adverted to the cases of 
Cricklade and Shoreham, where he said the 
elections had been conducted with the 
greatest purity since those boroughs had 
been thrown open. 

Sir R. Buzton observed, that at the time 
when the Attorney General was instructed 
to proceed in the case of the borough of 
Cricklade, it was one of the most corrupt 
within the kingdom; since it had been 
made an open borough, it was as free and 
pure as any county in G. Britain. He 
was no friend to innovation; but he be- 
lieved that if the House was to take into 
its consideration to amend the state of the 
borough representation throughout the 
kingdom, it would contribute much to the 
honour of the House, and the stability of 
our system.—The question was put, and 
leave granted to bring in the bill. 

Sir G. Cornwall moved that a new writ 
should not be issued for the election of a 
meinber for the borough of Aylesbury un 
til the 27th of April.—Ordered. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, March 26. 


- [Minurzs.]—Counsel was heard rela 
tive to the cross appeal, F. Abercromby °. 
Fleming, viz. Mr. Alexander, .at some 
length, on the part of the appellant. The 
further consideration of the case was ad 
journed till Wednesday.—Three private 
bills were received from the Commons, 
and severally read a first time.—Mr. Br 
shop presented certain accounts from the 
London flour and meal company, directed 
annually to be laid before Parliament 
Mr. Irving, from the Inspector General of 
the Imports and Exports Office, presented 
sundry accounts from that department. 
Mr. Stavely, from the General Post Office, 
} presented an account of the arrears due 





the same manner as the right hon. the 


from. certain officers of that department 
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on the 5th of Jan. 1804; and also an ac- 
count of the balances in hand from the 
month of Oct.-1803, to Jan. last.—These 
documents were severally ordered to lie 
on the table. 


(Intsa MiLiti1a.] —Lord Hawkesbury 
resented a message from the King rela- 

tive to the tender.of the Irish militia re- 
iments to serve in any part of G. Britain, 
similar to that delivered to the Commons, 
The message being read, his Lordship 
moved, that the same be taken into consi- 
deration on Wednesday next, and their 
Lordships summoned for that day. 

The Earl of Limerick rose, not by any 
means to oppose the motion of the noble 
Sec. of State, but to express his most cor- 
dial approbation of the circumstances 
which gave rise to such an auspicious com- 
Munication from the throne. He had to 
congratulate the inhabitants of both parts 
of the United Kingdom upon the occa- 
sion: his countrymea, upon their coming 
forward in a manner so truly patriotic, 
and which redounded so greatly to their 
honour, and offering to identify their in- 
terests and their fate upon such an occasion 
as the present, and the inhabitants of G. 
Britain upon such an important accession 
to the active and efficient force of their 
country. He felt assured, that in cases of 
the like necessity, the militia of G. Britain 
would freely come forward, and volunteer 
their services to any part of Ireland. He 
tegarded this event as a most favourable 
opening, and which, he trusted, would 
lead to further interchanges and co-opera- 
tions of the respective forces of both parts 
of the United Kingdom. 

Lord Carleton made a few observations 
to the same general effect as those which 
fell from the noble Earl.—The question 
was then put, and the motions of the 
noble Secretary of State ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

[VOLUNTEER CONSOLIDATION BILL.] 
Lord Hawkesbury moved, that the Volun- 
teer Consolidation Bill be read a second 
time to-morrow.—Ordered. 

Lord Grenville said, that he had several 
motions connected with this measure to 
submit to the House, but which he trusted 
Would meet with no opposition. His mo- 
tions were, for copies of the circular Jet- 
Vers issued by the Secretary of State, on 
the subject of volunteer corps. 2dly, for 
the number of volunteer corps who had 
Waved their right to exemptions, 3dly, for 
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the number of volunteer corps, whose 
offers of service had not been extended to 
the whole of G. Britain, distinguishing the 
places to which such service was limited. 

Lord Hawkesbury signified, that he had 
no objection to the noble Lord’s motions. 
—The questions were then put, and the 
motions severally agreed to. 

Earl Spencer made a few observations 
relative to the future progress of the vo- 
lunteer bill. He called the attention of 
the House to the great variety of impor- 
tant clauses and provisions which the bill 
contained. He did not think it probable 
the measure could be thoroughly discussed 
in a committee before the recess; he was 
therefore of opinion, that the detailed dis- 
cussion of the bill should be postponed 
until after that period. He adverted to 
the circumstances of the very important 
information whieh was’ necessary to the 
due elucidation of the measure just moved 
for by his noble friend (Lord Grenville), 
which most probably could not be pre- 
sented early enough for that part of the 
discussion, supposing it to come on before 
the recess. Upon the whole, the noble 
Earl seemed to think, that as there was no 
probability of the bill’s getting through the 
committee before the recess, it would be 
preferable to postpone it, as a partial dis- 
cussion of the measure before that period, 
in a committee, would rather be a disad- 
vantage than of a beneficial tendency. 

Lord Hawkesbury observed, it was his 
wish that the bill should go through e 
committee. As to the probable length of 
the discussion in that stage of the bill, he 
could not venture an opinion, as he could 
not tell what clauses or provisions any 
noble Lord might have to propose, or 
what objections may be offered to the ex- 
isting regulations of the bill; but if he 
found that it was not possible, or very 
improbable, that their Lordships could get 
through with that stage of the bill fully 
before the recess, he should be rather ine 
clined not to propose it, as he agreed with 
the noble Earl in deeming, that in such a 
case the proceeding would be rather dis- 
advantageous than otherwise. 

{IkIsH, SALARIES AT PAR.] — The 
Earl of Limerick moved for the produce 
tion of an account of all sums, &c. 
paid at par, to persons in and from Ire- 
land, on the part of the government 
thereof, since the Union, and distinguish- 
ing the sums so paid, in the present sese 
sion of Parliament, with an account. of the 
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average of exchange during that period, 
together with a statement of the orders 
from the government of Ireland, under 
which such sums were paid, &c. 

Lord -King expressed his wish to amend 
the noble Earl’s motion, by the addition of 
** account of all sums paid in specie in 
Dublin, to the same, if any were so paid.” 
This was shortly objected to by the Earl of 
- Limerick, onthe score of irregularity, and 
as it may form ground to the noble Lord 
for a separate discussion.—And after a 
few words in explanation between these 
Peers, Lord King declined pressing the 
amendment —The question was then put 
upon the Earl of Limerick’s motion, which 
was ordered accordingly. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, March 26. 


[Minutes.}—The bill for increasing 
the capital Stock of the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of Scotland, was 
read a third time, and passed.—Sir G. 
Cornewall brought in a bill for the preven- 
tion of Bribery in the Borough of Ayles- 
bury, and making several regulations re- 
specting Elections in that Borough in fu- 
ture. Read a first, and ordered to be read 
asecond time on Monday, the 16th of April 
next.—Sir John Newport stated, that he 
had moved for the production of certain 
public accounts on the 2d of Feb. last. 
These accounts had not yet been presented, 
and he therefore renewed his motion, “‘ That 
there be forthwith laid before the House 
accounts of any and what sums that have 
been raised by Grand Juries and paid into 
the hands of the Treasurers of Counties, 
Counties of Cities or Towns in Ireland, 
towards the support of Houses of Industry 
in the years 1801, 2, and 3, respectively.” 
Ordered.—A person from the General 
Post Office presented Accounts of the 
amount of Money received by the different 
Postmasters within the last year, and the 
balance now remaining in their hands. 
Ordered to be printed.—The annual ac- 
counts of the London flour company were 
presented, and ordered to lie on the table. 
—An account of the Distribution of Two 
Million Pounds sterling, which was voted 
in the last session towards the service of 
the year, was presented, and ordered to 
lic on the table—A Petition was pre- 
sented from certain inhabitants of the Bo- 
rough of Chippenham, stating that a Se. 
fect Committee had decided on the case of 
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the late contested Election for that Bo. 
rough, on principles which they with de. 
ference conceived to be materially differ. 
ent from the ancient usage of that Borough, 
and praying that they might be heard by 
their Counsel on that head. The petition 
was ordered to be taken into consideration 
on Tuesday, the 8th of May.—Mr. Dent 
gave notice, that he would, after the re. 
cess, move, that the House take into its 
consideration the situation of the Holders 
of Loyalty Loan Debentures.—The order 
of the day being read for going into a 
Committee on the Irish Militia Familiey 
Bill, a short conversation ensued between 
Mr. Foster and Mr, Corry, respecting the 


allowances to be made to the families of § 


the militia-men, after which, the Bill went 
through the Committee, and the report 
was ordered to be received to-morrow,— 
Mr. Kinna:d having adverted shortly to 
the paper, containing the account of the 
Distribution of Grants for the year 1803, 
moved, ** That there be laid before the 
House an account of the sums at present 
remaining in the Exchequer, and the sums 
to be raised, distinguishing the different 
heads.” Agreed to.—Mr. Corry moved, 
‘ That there be laid before the House, an 
account of all Salaries and Pensions on the 
Irish Establishment, paid at par in Eng- 
land, from Jan. 1803 to Jan. 1804, which 
account was afterwards presented, and or 
dered to be printed. 


[Banxers’ Inpemnity Briy.J—On 
the order being read for the House resolv. 
ing itself into a Committee on the Banker's 
Indemnity bill, 

Mr. Vansittart moved, that it be an in 
struction to the Committee that they make 
a provision to extend the time of hearing 
appeals on surcharges made under the Pro- 
perty Tax. : vitae 

Mr. Princep objected to the whole prin- 
ciple of the bill. He was of opinion, that 
many innocent persons would suffer by the 
passing of such a law, as they would not be 
able to make their returns within the pro- 
per time in many instances, where they re- 
sided at a distance in the country. © It 
would be more regular for the agent, when 
he got his dividend warrant, to go into 
another office, pay the assessment, and 
obtain a certificate accordingly. If the 
principals had any claim to exemptions, 
they should prefer such claim themselves. 

Mr. Dent observed, that the bill only 
went to the prevention of an evil, which it 
never was the intention of government that 
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the parties should suffer. If the measure 

was not adopted, the greatest Inconve- 

nience would ensue in transacting the bu- 

siness in the manner which the hon. mem- 

ber had described. He then asked the right 

bon, the Secretary of State if any other 

alteration was not intended to be made} 
after the holidays. 

Mr. Vansittart declared, that he was not 
at present aware of any such measure being 
in the contemplation of his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters. If, however, any sufficient ground 
was stated, some other regulation might be 
adopted in the course of the session.—The 
bill was then passed through the Commit- 
tee, the report received, and the bill or- 
dered to be read a third time to-morrow. 

{King’s Mgssace.]—The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer placed himself at the bar of 
the House, and presented the following 
message from his Majesty, viz. “G.R. His 
“Majesty thinks proper to acquaint the 
“House of Commons, that the officers, 
“non-commissioued officers, and pri- 
“vates of the several regiments of the 
“Militia of Ireland have made a vo- 
“luntary tender of their services to be 
“employed in Great Britain, during the 
“war, his Majesty has received with great 
“satisfaction this striking proof of their. 
“ affection and attachment toward his per- 
“son and government, and of their pa- 
“triotic zeal for the general interests of 
“his United Kingdom; and conceiving 
“that his being enabled to avail himself of 
“this distinguished instance of public 
“spirit may be attended with the most im- 
“portant advantages at the present con- 
“juncture, he recommends it to his faith- 
“ful Commons to adopt such regulations 
“as may enable him to accept the services 
“of such parts of the militia forces of Ire- 
“land as may voluntarily offer themselves 
“to beemployed in Great Britain, for such 
‘ time and to such extent, as to the wis- 
; dom of Parliament may seem expe- 

dient.”—The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer moved that the message be taken into 
‘onsideration on Wednesday next, on which 
day he wished to give notice that his right 
hon, friend, unless prevented by indispo- 
‘ion, would state to the House the mea- 
‘ures proposed to be adopted for increas- 
ig the military force of the country. 











HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, March 27. 
[Mivvres.]—The bills upon the table 
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Lord Exror was sworn and took his seat, 
on his accession to the peerage by the. de- 
mise of his father, the late lord.—A few 
private bills were brought up from the 
Commons, by Mr. Lascelles and other gen- 
tlemen.—An account of the salaries, pen- 
sions, &c. paid by order of the Insh go- 
vernment at-par, within a given period, 
were, in pursuance of a former motion of 
Lord King, Jaid before the House, And 
the same were, on the motion of the no- 
ble lord, immediately ordered to be print- 
ed.—On the motion of Lord Auckland, a 
committee of their lordships was appointed 
to enquire into the best means of lighting 
and warming the House, improving the 
passages thereto, and the accommodations 
of the Lord Chancellor and other officers 
of the House. 


[VotunTEER ConsoLipaTion Bii1.J 
—The order of the day being read for the 
second reading of the Volunteer Consoli- 
dation Bill, 

Lord Hawkesbury rose, and spoke nearly 
as follows:—My Lords, in proposing to 
you thatthe bill for the regulation of the 
system, under which the volunteers are 
embodied, be read a 2nd time, it is my 
duty to call your attention to the acts, re- 
lating to this description of force, which 
were passed in a former session. I am 
aware, that this is but a very narrow and 
limited view of the subject. Wher I shall 
allude to the principles of the volunteer 
acts, I cannot well do it, without alluding 
to the other measures which his Majesty’s 
govt. have adopted, for supporting, or de- 
tiving support from, that species of force, 
which it is the object of the present bill to 
render as efficient as the nature of such a 
body, and the principles of its institution, 
can reasonably admit: and before I enter 
upon the details of those other measures of 
defeuce, which the govt. has provided, I 
trust, my Lords, that I may be allowed to 
make a short observation on the exercise 
of a right, which I have ever understood 
to be inherent in the person vested with 
the executive power of the state—I mean 
that prerogative residing in the Crown, of 
calling forth the services of all capable 
persous in the country, upon actual inva- 
sion, or strong apprehension of it. This 
right, my Lords, I conceive to be one of 
the indefeasible prerogatives of the King of 
this kingdom; not a prerogative of recent 
growth, but discoverable in every part of 
our history: and } own, that it was with 
much astonishment I heard it controverted 
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on a former evening, by a noble earl on 
an opposite bench. I should hope, my 
lords, that there is not a person in the 
empire, tolerably acquainted with the con- 
stitution, who can entertain a doubt that 
the principle contained in the preamble of 
the present bill, namely, that it is the un- 
doubted right of his Majesty to require the 
Services upon certain emergencies, of all 
ranks of his people, is not a principle 
coeval with the earliest part of our history, 
and which, on many occasions, has re- 
ceived all the weight and authority, that 
.the sanction of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, could give it. It is upon that pre- 
rogative, which, I trust, will not be con- 
tested at this day, that the General De- 
fence Act of a former session was framed, 
and out of that act the present volunteer 
system has, in a great measure, arisen. 
But before I go into the consideration 
of this bill, I beg leave, my Lords, to 
advert to an observation made by a no- 
ble baron (Lord Grenville,) ‘that much 
as he admired the volunteers and the loyal 
and patriotic spirit by which they were ac- 
tuated, yet he never could consent to their 
being employed in any other way than as 
an auxiliary force, in which situation, he 
had no doubt, but that they would render 
incalculable service.” My Lords, to the 
wisdom and policy of that observation, I 
most cordially agree; I never.imagined, I 
never intended, that the volunteers should 
“act in any other capacity than as a secon- 
dary and subsidiary force; and I am per- 
suaded, that should they be ever called into 
the field in aid (I mean in that way in 
which their habits and degree of discipline 
have best fitted them for) of his Majesty’s 
regular forces, that they will not belie the 
sanguine expectations that those, who look 
most favourably upon them, have formed. 
-—TI wish, now, my Lords, to say a few 
words as to that other description of force 
provided by his Majesty’s govt. and to 
which I must always consider the volun- 
teers, as I have said before, secondary 
and subsidiary: and in communicating to 
this House, and to the country, the extent 
of that force, as high perhaps in point 
of number, certainly as high in character 
and discipline, as ever the energy and 
Joyalty of a free people supplied, I feel 
ample matter for confidence and exulta- 
tion. My Lords, we have at this time 
within the United Kingdom, an army, com- 
posed of troops of the line and militia, 
amounting to no less than 180,000 men. 
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When I compare this with the force which 
we had in the months of March and April, 
1801, I find that it exceeds it by nearly 
40,000. At that period, tie peace of Lu. 
neville had established peace on the Con. 


}tinent, and the whole power of France, 
| disembarrased from any other attack, was 


solely directed against this country; in 
addition to which, we were then involved 
in a contest with the Northern Powers, 
the issue of which was, to speak the most 
favourably of it, extremely precarious. We 
had then, my Lords, foreign possessions 
to garrison and defend, which required, as 
you all know, a farther addition to our 
force; and yet, with all the demands for 
it, and the menace of immediate invasion 
with which we were then threatened, su- 
peradded to them, our effective forces in 
the whole of our empire, internal and ex- 
ternal, did not equal that army which wé 
have in actual array at this moment for the 
defence of the united kingdom. _I say, my 
Lords, our present effective force not only 
exceeds what we then possessed, but nearly 
equals the amount of the greatest ‘military 
establishment that we entertained: at any 
period of our history. I should hope, my 
Lords, that I have said enough to convince 
this House, that no measures that pru- 
dence and precaution could have sug- 


this kingdom, have been neglected by the 
govt.; and that when we consider, that in 
addition to our regular forces, we have in 
G. Britain alone no less than 330,000 vo- 
lunteers, we have some reason to lout 
with confidence to an honourable termi- 
nation of the present arduous and eventiul 
contest. I mean, my Lords, to state dis- 


}tinctly, that the efficient volunteer force 


of this island amounts to 330,000, and I 
make this statement from the best autho- 
rities, not from the offers of service, not 
from the humbers enrolled, but from the 
returns of the different inspecting field 
officers. How and what is the best mode 
of employing this immense force, is 4 
question which admits of many contrarie- 
ties of opinion. I know that many per 
sons, whose opinions are entitled to very 
great attention, are decidedly averse from 
eniploying the volunteers. as other than an 
armed peasantry; and I must acknowledge 
that they argue to that effect with great 
plausibility. I fully concur in the idea 
that one of the great advantages that the 
invaded possess over the invaders, 1°! 
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ulation. I know that the advantages to 
be derived from the incessant attack of this 
gecies of force are incalculable in com- 
mon wars. Where a war becomes pro- 
tracted, and can only be terminated by a 
succession Of ordinary campaigns; or one 
sanguinary one, in which every other day 
may produce a battle; there I will ac- 
knowledge the exertions, the activity, and 
the local advantages of an armed peasan- 
uy, may produce the most beneficial ef- 
fects, and ultimately tend to the discom- 
fture and annihilation of the enemy. But 
where the enemy-did not intend, and never 
could reasonably expect to make a per- 
manent conquest ; where they only calcu- 
lated the extent and quantity of mischief 
they could effect in a given time, and that 
as short as possible, where they could look 
for no certain and considerable reinforce- 
ments, a position the most detrimental! 
possible to an hostile army, then their ob- 
ject would be to push for the metropolis, or 
toget, if possible, possession of some of 
your great naval arsenals, for the purpose 
ofdestroying them. To defeat a sudden 
ruption of that kind, I know no force so 
competent as that of a regular force, or 
something nearly approaching to the stea- 
diness and order of its discipline. Of that 
species of force I conceive the volunteers 
tobe, and I am warranted in my opinion, 
by the judgment of many experienced mili- 
tary officers, that for the purpose of re- 
sisting sudden attack, or a forced march 
{oan important point, they possess decided 
advantages over an irregular force. I am 
aware, my Lords, that many persons also 
ofgreat military information, have recom- 
mended that the volunteers should only be 
employed as a desultory force, and that to 
qualify them for that, it would be advise- 
able that they should unlearn every thing 
they had acquired in the way-of military 
discipline; I do not see how that could be 
well done with prudence or safety, consi- 
dering the crisis in which we are placed, 
and, I think, it will be more judicious to 
take the system as it at present is, with all 
the disadvantages. that may appertain to 
i, We all allow that the principle in 
Itself is good; and where the advantages 
we numerous and apparent, and the dis- 
wvantages not great, I think that by 
idopting the system, such as it is, we best 
Provide for the interest and safety of the 
late. The bill for the regulation of that 
‘ystem is now before the House, and I shall 
trespass pee a little time longer on the pa- 
oL, I, 
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tience of noble Lords, while I call their 
attention to a few of the clauses in it, 
[The noble Lord here made a few obser- 
vations on the different clauses relating to 
the exemptions, the right of resignation, 
and the election of officers.} I will not 
deny, my Lords, that there are very great 
anomalies in this bill, but, notwithstand. 
ing, I conceive that the safety of the 
country may be soessentially provided for 
by it, that I should hope it, the principle 
at least, may meet with no great opposi+ 
tion in this House, We are to consider 
that the volunteer force is of that nature, 
that it will advance in improvement every 
day, and that considering the different 
materials of which it is composed, it should 
be matter of surprize not that there have 
been some or so many irregularities, but 
that there have been so few. I know that 
it has been objected to the volunteer sys- 
tem, that it cannot be permanent, that.it 
has been produced by the exigency of the 
moment, and that it contains the princi- 
ples of dissolution in itself. Should that 
ever happen, of which must acknowledge, 
my Lords, I see no reasonable ground of 
apprehension, it would then be the duty of 
ministers to advise his Majesty to recur to 
the General Defence Act. By that act, 
his Majesty is authorised to call forth the 
services of all ranks ofthis people, and to 
dispose of them as may seem most fitting to 
him, for the protection of the state. But 
I trust, my Lords, that his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters will never be redueed to the alters 
native of advising him to that measure. I 
have that confidence in the zeal, loyalty, 
and spirit of the volunteers, that should 
the moment of danger evef arrive, they 
will not be found. wanting in their duty $ 
that their energies will increase in propors 
tion to the apprehension of invasion; and 
that they will submit with readiness and 
cordiality to the various regulations which 
it is the object of the present bill to. esta- 
blish for the good order and discipline of 
a force, which I, for one, should be happy 
to see last as long as the necessity that has 
given rise to it. 

The Earl of Carnarvon expressed his 
entire disapprobation of the bill, which 
commenced with an affirmation totally re- 
pugnant to the principles of the constitu- 
tion. His Lordship adverted to the Ge~« 
neral Defence Act, carried through the 
House in two days ; and which, in common 
with the present bill, contained the asser= 
tion. of a very extraordinary prerogative, 

3T 
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namely, that his Majesty, independent oi 
any consultation with his parliament, pos- 
sessed an inherent right to array all classes 
of his subjects in moments of critical dan- 
ger. His Lordship denied that his Ma- 
jesty possessed any such prerogative, to 
the extent that had been stated; and went 
into an elaborate examination of the an- 
cient military tenures, for the purpose ot 
proving that no deductions to warrant such 
aright could be drawn from them. His 
Lordship severely condemned the princi- 
ples of the General Defence Act; by 
which, he said, every man in the kingdom 
of a certain age, with the €xception of 
Judges, Clergymen, and Quakers, were 
Hable to be called out, to be placed in the 
ranks, and to be brought to the halberts, 
in case of military transgressions. Even 
the Prince of Wales, were he not com- 
mander .of a regiment, would not be 
exempt from the operation of that act. 
For himself, he was past the age at which 
he was liable to be called on, but were he 
not, he would rather put a pistol to his 
head than subinit to the provisions of a 
law so monstrous and uncenstitutional. 
The present bill, although less offensive, 
was full as absurd, and he for one must 
vote against its being referred to a com- 
mittee. 

Lord Ellenborough—My Lords; in this 
age, when we are daily accustomed to so 
many adventurous propositions, [ really 
did not expect that any noble Lord would 
have ventured to question a radical, sub- 
stantial, unquestionable, and hitherto 
never-questioned prerogative of the Crown, 
that of calling forth, upon emergency, the 
services of all the subjects of this realm. 
My Lords, from the earliest period of our 
history, we have been by statute a military 
peo le; and this right, inherent in the 
crown, from the Norman conquest to this 
day, and which I contend to be indefeasi- 
ble, cannot be abandoned without the 
commission of an act of political suicide, 
both by his Majesty and by his people. 
My Lords, I have in my pockets one of 
the most solemn documents to support the 
opinion I have given, a document carry- 
ing the authority of King, Lords, and 
Commons, and concurred in by what, 
perhaps, the noble Earl who spoke last, 
may think of very little consequence, the 
opinion of the judges who administered 
justice at that period. My Lords, the 
document I allude to, is, I will admit, not 
to be found in any of our statute books, 
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but its authority is not in the least weak. 
ened by that. IT hold in my hand,a copy 
of the commission of Array, passed in the 
Sth year of Henry the [Vth. and to be 
found in page 527, of the third roll of 
parliament. ‘hat identical statute re, 
ferred to by Sir Ed. Coke, in his 4th in. 
stitute, which was written in the reign of 
James the Ist, was acknowledged by him 
to be the law of the land at that day, and 
it has continued so to be to this very in- 
stant, for 1t has never been repealed either 
positively or by any inference or implica. 
tion whatever, That statute, my Lords, 
solemnly recognizes that it is a prerogative 
inherent in his Majesty, to require, in cri. 
tical cases, such as invasion, or even the ap- 
prehension of invasion, the,.services of all 
subjects capable of bearing arms, or, in the 
words of the commission, of all those, “po- 
tentes et habiles in corpore.” And, myLords, 
this is not a solitary assertion of that right, 
but it is to be found at various periods of 
our history, and particularly in the reigns 
of Henry VII. of Ed. VI. and of Henry II, 
This, my Lords, is a right consequent to 
the sword, it dues not exclusively belong 
to the sovereign of this country, but is 
inherent in whom ever may possess the 
executive power inany state. If the noble 
Lord will refer to Vattel, or any other of 
the writers upov the laws of nations, he 
will find tbat they-are unanimous in de- 


'claring, that such a power makes part of 


the prerogative, whether royal or execu. 
tive, in all the countries that possess any 
thing like a legitimate or civilized govern 
ment. As to the noble arl’s supposi- 
tion, that this prerogative conferred the 
power of throwing all classes of persons 


indiscriminately into the ranks, I must 


decidedly oppose it. No, my Lords, no 
such abuse of it can ever be comiitted; 
men are to be employed according to theit 


‘states, to their habits of life, and to the 


modes in which they may be most useful. 
But I trust, that in case of extreme neces- 
sity; no man, who bears the semblance 
and appearance of a man, who values his 
country and his domestic ties, and who is 
to tight body to body, pro aris et focis, 
will stickle about the mode in which his 
energies can be most advantageously 
brought into action. My Lords, unfitted 
even as I am by habit and education for 
maintaining such a contest, yet in such @ 
case of extreme necessity, I should not 
think I did my duty to my country, or 
my. children, af I did not cast this gow? 
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from my back, and employ every faculty 
of my mind, -and of ray body, to grapple 
yith the enemy. I shall not at present 
make any observations on the principle, or 
the provisions of this bill, I rose merely, 
conceiving myself alluded to by the neble 
Earl, for the purpose of declaring what I 
understood the law to be as to a particu- 
lar point, and I trust I have satisfied him, 
as well as other noble Lords. 

The Earl of Carnarvon professed that 
he was by no means convinced by the ar- 
guments of the noble and learned Lords. 
Having proceeded to some length in re- 
peating his former reasoning, he was called 
to order by 

The Earl of Morton; who gave it as his 
opinion, that the whole of the noble Ear!’s 
speech was irrelevant to the bill before 
them. 

The Earl of Carnarvon stated, that he 
rose for the purpose of explanation, a 
privilege seldom denied by the courtesy of 
their Lordships; and if they should on the 
present occasion deviate from their usual 
practice, it was competent for him to move 
for a Committee, in which he would have 
the liberty of speaking as often as he 
pleased. His Lordship resumed his argu- 
ment, when he was a second time called 
toorder by 

Lord Jfabart, who expressed his ex- 
treme reluctance to interrupt. the noble 
Earl, but he thought it due to the dignity 
and regularity of their Lordships proceed- 
ings, not to suffer such irrelevant matter 
to be introduced into the debate ; he must, 
therefore, be under the necessity of ap- 
pealing to the standing orders of the 
House,.—'I'he order was here read by the 
Clerk, which was in substance as follows : 
“that if any noble Lord should desire a 
committee, it should not be refused him.” 
Lord King wished, as the present was, 
mn all probability, the only opportunity 
that he should have to debate the princi- 
ples of the bill, to trespass, for a few mi- 
nutes, on their Lordships’ attention. He 
Would confess that he saw no advantages 
Whatever likely to arise trom the present 
bill, and he conceived that the defence of 
the country, so far from being improved, 
Was materially injured by the volunteer 
ystem in general, and most particularly 
0 by the provisions of the present bill. 
He censured the ministers forthe various 
iicongruous measures they had brought 
lrward at different times, for the defence 
a the country. The militia and army o} 
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reserve, are in direct opposition to each 
other, and the volunteer system is iu 
positive contradiction to both. He come 
bated the prerogative, as asserted by a 
noble and learned Lord, and denomi- 
nated it, a jacobin principle, not unbee 
coming the worst period of the worst part 
of the French revolution. He denied 
that the King, consistent with the princi- 
ples of the constitution, did possess, or 
could possess, any such inherent right, as 
it was recited and asserted in the preamble 
to the bill. His Lordship placed the dif- 
ferent provisions of the bill in a variety of 
contradictory lights, deprecated the idea 
of ever employing the volunteers as troops 
of the line, gave it as his opinion, that an 
armed peasantry would be found much 
more serviceable and efficient; and con. 
cluded with expressing his disapprobation 
of the present measure. 

Lord Boringdon spoke in terms of high 
praise of the volunteers, and entertained 
no fears of their having any disposition to 
disband. He did not see much to praise 
in the present bill, but approved of giving 
the volunteers the advantage of the mili- 
tia, when called out. After the many 
contradictions of last year, he thought it 
would be rather too sanguine to look to 
the perfection of the system by this mea- 
sure. 

The Bishop of Landaff thought the coun- 
try was at a most critical moment, ‘The 
die of its fate was in the air, and every 
nerve must be exerted in its cause. For 
that purpose there was need of the efforts 
of all, though not perhaps of that co-ope- 
ration of which he had heard mention of 
certain great and honourable characters, 
whose talents he most highly admired, 


-and who, he was sure, would not co-ope- 


rate from any selfish or party view, to gain 
place or power.—Respecting administra- 
tion, which had been accused very strongly 
of inability, he confessed he was not a 
sufficient judge on that subject. He had 
seen no proofs, no documents, from which 
he could establish that conclusion. But 
if any mistakes had been committed, it 
should in fairness he remembered, that the 
present circumstances of public affairs were 
new, and that, he thought, should form an 
excuse for mistakes; at least it was so to 
him.—Of the volunteer system, he would 
say, that it was most noble in principle, 
most-difficult in execution; but he trusted 
confidently, it would prove most success- 
tul in its effects. Who were the volun- 
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téers ? they were not low, mean beings. They 
were mén of all ranks, even of the highest. 
They were many of them of the greatest stake 
of property, and of the first respectability. 
They comprized al} ‘professions, nobility, 
men of letters, merchants, manufacturers, 
artizans, yeomen, and the réspectable of 
évery description; and they all came for- 
ward, animated with glowing enthusiasm 
and valour. And why did they feel this 
glorious stimulus? Because they knew that 
they possessed at present more liberty and 
more happiness than was possessed by 
any other nation on the face of the earth. 
Because they knew that the success of the 
invader would be the loss of their liberties 
and of their happiness. The system might 
not be perfect, but surely it was suscepti- 
ble of improvements. The question was 
not upon the principle of the system. It 
had been adopted, and it must now be 
maintained. And was there any thing 
their Lordships would not do to make it as 
perfect as possible, as a great means of 
defence? My Lords, do you want arms? 
Put in requisition all the gun-smiths and 
_black-smiths throughout the island. Do 
you want men? His Majesty’s prerogative 
enables him to call out the whole nation. 
Do you want horses? Put in requisition 
every coach-horse and saddle-horse, and 
train them for the purposes of war. Men 
must in such emergencies go about on 
foot. Your Lordships will think it no 
hardship to walk down to this House; and 
IY honour too highly the sex, to suppose 
that they would complain of any necessary 
privations in the hour of difficulty. Do 
you want ships? Hire all the merchantmen 
and small craft in your harbours. As for 
large ships, I hope the enemy will build 
them for you, and that our brave seamen 
will shew them the way to our own ports. 
Do you want money? That is a serious 
question, my Lords, I admit; but in such 
times taxes must be laid commensurate to 
public exigencies. All property is the 
creature of civil society, and you should 
use it for the public good, and for the se- 
curity of the country. I dread, my Lords, 
the power and intrigues of the enemies of 
‘Ty country, and more still, that political 
‘paralygis which has deadened the spirit of 
‘every cabinet on tlre Continent of Europe. 
Oh! my Lords, [ had rather be reduced 
to the meanest situation, live on oat-bread 
‘and water, and wear the wooden clogs of 
Westmoreland, than ‘exist pampered with 
all that affluence could procure me, and 
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see my country subjected to the terrors of 
French domination. And, my Lords, 
give me leave to say, that it gave me ex. 
treme consolation to hear his Majesty’s 
message of last night concerning the Irish 
militia. I hope and trust that Ireland 
sees the advantages of her union with us, 
and that she is disposed to promote and 
perfect it. I confess, my Lords, that, 
timid as Iam, though I hope not perso- 
nally, it drove away from my mind the 
terms of an 100,000 Frenchmen in arms, 

Earl Darnley entered at some length 
into the consideration of the principle and 
particular regulations of the bill. The 
question’ appeared to be, whether there 
was, in fact, any necessity for the volun- 
teering system? and whether, if so, minis 
ters had carried it into execution in the 
readiest and most effectual manner? He 
conceived that the regulars and militia 
were not, under the present circumstances 
of the country, adequate to its defence, 
and therefore admitted that there was a 
necessity of resorting to the aid of volun 
teers, or a general arming. As to which 
was most proper— Ministers seemed to 
have acted under the most distressing un- 
certainty; indeed, nothing but doubt and 
inconsistency had marked their conduct 
upon the subject. They began with hold- 
ing out no great encouragement to volun- 
teers; then came the Defence Act ; then 
the volunteers were encouraged a good 
deal more: they were, however, soon re- 
pressed again. In the minds of ministers, 
it was clear there existed no distinct no- 
tion of any necessity as to the volunteer 
system. They brought it forward, and 
repressed it, just as it suited the opinion 
of the moment. ‘The measures now un- 
der. consideration, his Lordship thought, 
shewed neither cleverness nor consistency. 
He approved of the volunteer system, but 
thought it should have been instituted on 
a more reasonable plan in point of ex. 
pence. Had this been considered at first, 
and the system been constructed on regu 
lar principles, by this time that body of 
men would have been as complete as their 
nature would admit. Ministers, he thought, 
had acted very absurdly in applying ont 
rule to all the counties. Ask any man, 
how little soever acquainted with the sub- 
ject, he would say it was common sens, 
that a greater number of volunteers should 
be permitted in Kent, Sussex, and other 
maritime counties, to what was allowed 10 
Nottingham ‘or Northamptonshire, 5° 
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inconsistently and unwisely had ministers 
acted upon this subject, that it was alto- 
gether incongruous and absurd to apply 
the word system to such an ill-understood 
and undigested mass of regulations as re- 
lated to the volunteers. 

The Earl of Fife observed, the ques- 
tion now before their Lordships was, 
that this bill be read a second time: he 
gid that he could not help observing, 
there had been great irregularity in this 
debate, by almost entirely departing from 
the question. He assured their Lordships 
that he should not take up much of their 
time. He was too far advanced in life to 
have any object in speaking, but from 
public duty. He would not waste time in 
complimenting ministers on the wisdom of 
their measures, having very little acquaint- 
ance with any of them, except from offi- 
tial correspondence, and he did not even 
know who were their opposers: he rose as 
an old volunteer, feeling it his indispen- 
sible duty to do justice to that species of 
force, which upon every occasion had acted 
with honour and spirit. He said he could 
not but regret, that many reflections had 
been thrown out in speeches and in publi- 
tations against the volunteer system, 
(which term he should use, notwithstand- 
ing it had been disapproved of by a noble 
Lord), some from ignorance and folly, 
and others, he was afraid, from worse 
principles. His Lordship was confident, 
that the most malicious insinuations would 
not raise a jealousy between the volun- 
teers and regular army; it was their joint 
houour and interest to support each other. 
The numerous body of volunteers all over 
this kingdom, certainly must appear to 
eurenemies a formidable bulwark of de. 
fence of our King, our constitution, our 
religion, and every thing dear to us.—He 
had great experience last war in raising 
Volunteers in the county where he has the 
honour to be Lord Lieut. He has at this 
tme a very considerable number, and 
hight have had a great many more, had 
govt. accepted of the offers; and he was 
proud to say, during all that period he ne- 
Yer had occasion to make a complaint to 
the war office but of one, and that was a 
taptain returning a lieut. present when 
tbserit, and he was superseded. His Lord- 
hip was of opinion that the volunteers 
tertainly had the power of resigning, but 
tt the same time he was fully convinced 
that they would never desire to exercise 
that right so long as their country required 





their services; and he said he should have 
regretted it extremely, had any measure 
been adopted which should make any al- 
teration in their voluntary and patriotic 
offers. He was happy to have this oppor- 
tunity of complimenting a noble and. 
learned Lord on a decision which has done 
him great honour, and given universal sa- 
tisfaction, At the same time, with all the 
attachment which his Lordship said he had 
to the volunteer system, he could never 
agree to allow the men the power of 
choosing their own officers ; he had heard 
of the existence of such a practice, but in 
the part of the country he was connected 
with, it had never been heard or thought 
of. No practice appeared to him to be 
more dangerous. His Lordship coincided 
perfectly in the sentiments so ably stated 
by a reverend prelate, which it was unne- 
cessary for him to repeat. He concluded 
by saying, that there were many clauses in 
the bill before the House, which he highly 
approved of, and therefore gave it his en- 
tire support. 

Lord Romney took a similar view of the 
subject, and would answer, when the oc~ 
casion came, the volunteers would be 
equal to encounter the soldiers of France. 
They must surely be equal, at least, to 
forced conscripts chained hand in hand. 
He felt that the stake at risk was great, 
but was confident that the volunteers 
would prove equal to the trial, and repel 
any force that could be brought against 
them. Were the danger even more pres- 
sing, we should not imagine, for a mo- 
ment, they would shrink from their duty. 
On these accounts he thought they should 
be encouraged, and officers of service 
should mix among them. One eminent 
officer had given a great example of this. 
General Harris, the commander of the 
Indian army at the siege of Seringapatam, 
had not thought it beneath him to accept 
the station of lieut.-col. of a corps of 
volunteers. He thought, however, that 
the proportion should have been greater 
in the maritime counties than in the in- 
land. The policy in this was so clear, as 
to admit of no doubt, notwithstanding 
ministers had pursued a different course. 
With respect to this bill, he thought it 
contained many regulations which would 
tend to improve and meliorate that sys- 
tem; and therefore he should give it his 
entire support. 

The Duke of Somerset said a few words, 
but in so low-a tone as almost to be in- 
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audible. His Grace spoke in favour of 
the volunteer system in general, without 
touching on the regulations immediately 
-before the House. 

Lord Grenville began by expressing his 
satisfaction that those who found it their 
duty to oppose the bill, were not now sup- 
posed to be enemies to the volunteer sys- 
tem. It would, indeed, be strange, that 
those who had used the utmost. exertions 
to consolidate that system, should for a 
moment; be considered as individuals who 
wished it to be dissolved, even under the 
present critical circumstances of the em- 
pire. No man, he would affirm, could 
entertain a higher idea than he did of the 
zeal, the energy, and the spirit of the 
people of England; and no idea could be 
more monstrous than to suppose that 
400,000 volunteers, who had stepped for- 
ward in defence of the liberties and inde- 
pendence of their country, would not be 
-found capable of the most important ser- 
vices. It was not that he doubted of the cou- 
rage of the volunteers of England, but it 
was keeping in view, that those whom they 
were to encounter were troops of un- 
doubted courage, and who had enjoyed the 
advantage of a degree of discipline ob- 
tained in not less than 12 campaigns, in 
which they were opposed to all the best 
disciplined troops in Europe. With the 
knowledge of the enemy to be opposed, it 
was undoubtedly the duty of ministers to 
have directed their principal attention to 
that description of force which was to be 
encountered. In the present bill, his 
Lordship declared that he saw not the 
slightest evidence of a regular military sys- 
tem. Since the commencement of the 
war, he had hitherto seen no evidence of 
a system adequate to the crisis in which 
we were placed, the various parts of which 
had any reasonable degree of relation or 
counection., What he had principally to 
object to the volunteer system, as it at 
present stood, was, that it had stood in 
the way of every other department of the 
national defence, The recruiting not 
merely of the regulars, but the filling up 
of the militia, had been materially af- 
fected by the provision which the bill now 
contained. A noble Lord had stated one 
fact, which effectually proved the assertion 
which he had submitted to their Lordships’ 
consideration. The fact to which he re- 
ferred was, that in the county of Kent, at 
the breaking out of the war, there were 
not more than 37 individuals embodied 
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out of the whole quota required for that 
district. Could there, he desired to ask 
their Lordships, be a more decisive proof 
of the improvidence and culpable neglect 
of ministers? Was it not admitted that the 
peace was not considered to be lasting? 
Was it not allowed by ministers them. 
selves, that during the short interval of 
peace, the whole conduct of the enemy 
had been one uniform system of violence 
and aggression? On what principle it was, 
then, that the ministers disbanded the mi- 
litia, or were so backward in re-embodying 
them, he could not pretend to decide, 
Their conduct in this instance was hardly 
reconcilable to any of the ordinary prin- 
ciples of human affairs. It was a subject 
of considerable interest to look to the 
successive measures of Ministers for the 
defence of the country. ‘The first in any 
point of view calculated to secure the aug- 
meutation of the regular army, was the 
bill for raising the army of reserve. But 
how was the operation of this act encou- 
raged by subsequent proceedings? The 
conduct of Ministers was characterised by 
their usual confusion and _ irregularity, 
They immediately introduced the General 
Defence Act, and much time was em- 
ployed in reducing this measure to any 
degree of consistency. Hardly two days 
elapsed, before in two or three lines the 
whole measure is rendered nugatory. Mi 
nisters take on themselves to hold forth, 
that voluntary offers of service shall be 
commuted for the provisions of the Ge- 
neral 'l'raining Act. Not contented with 
this, they introduce a most extensive and 
unparalleled system of exemptions. ‘They 
go so far as to introduce into a volunteer 
bill provisions, exempting not only from 
the ballots for the militia and army of 
reserve then in existence, but from all 
ballots which might afterwards be ap- 
pointed by a solemn act of the legislature. 
What the effect of such a system was, he 
needed not to enlarge on. It must be ob- 
vious to every noble Lord who took the 
trouble to exercise his judgment on the 
subject, that such provisions were utterly 
incompatible with the existence of a re- 
gular army. He desired their Lordships 
to reflect on what had been done for the 
military defence of the country since the 
commencement of the present session ol 
Parliament. Abcut 5 months had already 
elapsed, aud all that had hitherto beeu 
brought forward to perfect our military 
system was, to lay on the table of thet 
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Lordships a bill which he must be forgiven 
jn pronouncing altogether nugatory. It 
struck him that the bill was quite inefficient 
ty any great object, not only from the ab- 
sence of many important previsions, but 
from the presence of others which were 
not only useless, but, in his view, highly 
reprehensible, How far the present objec- 
tionable clauses might ~be removed or 
amended, he would not now pretend to 
decide, though he certainly had no very 
sanguine hope, that even after every etfort 
to improve it, the bill could be rendered. 
adequate to any great permanent object. 
Considered as a separate measure. it was 
altogether inefficient. Viewed as a part 
of a whole, it was utterly incompatible 
with every other part of the system appli- 
cable to the crisis in which the country 
was placed. He was hardly required to 


repeat what he had said at the outset of 


his observations, that he had the most per- 
fect reliance on the zeal and spirit of the 
volunteers in every part of the empire. 
At the same time he could not help say- 
ing, that the species of force most appli- 
cable to the national danger, was that 
which ministers were in duty bou+d to 
bring forward with the least possible de- 
lay. Of the courage of the volunteers it 
was impossible to entertain a doubt ; and 
after the previous experience which had 
been obtained of the service of the mi- 
lita, no man would pretend that they 
were not to be considered as a most im- 
portant part of our national defence. Mi- 
nisters, however, ought to have properly 
balanced the means of uniting and harmo- 
nizing the application of these different 
establishments, so as in the least possible 
degree to interfere with the military force 
ofthe country. So far, however, from hav- 
ing pursued this system, -niinisters had sa- 
crificed the regular army to establishments, 
undoubtedly highly useful in themselves, 
but not applicable to circumstances of ex- 
traordinary danger. Instead of any encou- 
tagement being held out to the regular 
amy, it had been thwarted, opposed, and 
embarrassed, He really was astonished at 
the language employed this evening by the 
noble Sec. of State. He had made use 
of an expression which, for his own part, 
Was quite novel in the manner in which it 
had been applied. The noble Lord had 
spoken of the volunteers and the militia 
4 an established force, and this he seemed 
fo wish their Lordships to consider in 
Contradistinction to our regular army. 





This was a sort of language which he pro- 
tessed himself utterly unable to compre- 
hend. He allowed all due praise to the 
spirit of the volunteers and the militia, 
but he was desirous that they should be 
viewed on their proper footing. As to the 
army of reserve, he saw them in no other 
light generally than as a depot of recruits 
for the regular army. Some degree of 
triumph appeared to be entertained as to 
the present state of our military establish- 
ment. He could not imagine that the no- 
ble Lord opposite would persist in holding 
such language. As the best answer to any 
statement of this nature, he should wish: 
to be informed, what augmentation had 
been gained for the regular army since the 
commencement of the last session?. He 
did not at ail mean to deny that the mili- 
tia, as applicable to local service, might 
be viewed as to a considerable degree ef- 
ficient. He was so far from wishing to 
hold them up in any inferior light, that 
one of his great objections to the bill was, 
that the filling up of the quotas for the 
militia had, by the provisions of the bill, 
been materially retarded. What he ob- 
jected to was, that service in a volunteer 
corps protected not against one ballot for 
the militia, but against ballots even before 
the imilitia were completed. He begged 
leave to say, that the system pursued by 
ministers on this subject was essentially 
different from that pursued during the late 
war. He did not deny that the volunteer 
establishment, during the late war, was 
one which admitted of exemptions from 
the militia ballots, but the exemption was 
given under quite different circumstances, 
During the late war, the exemptions given 
to the volunteers succeeded the embodying 
of the militia; whereas, as the exemptions 
now stood, they accompanied and mate- 
rially interfered with the filling up of the 
militia. Bat he begged leave to state, that 
this was not only the ease during the late 
war, when the volunteers were first esta- 
blished, but after it was judged necessary 
to extend their numbers. Previous to 
this augmentation, the supplementary mi- 
litia had been called for, and it was not 
till this additional force was filled up, that 
further offers of voluntary service were 
accepted. ‘The exemptions given to the 
volunteers were really far beyond any idea 
which was entertained on the subject. 
Hardly two days elapsed after the General 
Training Act had been passed, before, by 
the single clause. of a commutation for 
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voluntary service, the whole act was vir- 
tually rescinded. He believed that the 
public at large knew nothing of this most 
extraordinary alteration. ‘He could on 
his own behalf state, that though only at 
a distance of 26 miles from the metro- 
polis, he knew nothing of the matter; and 
that he first was apprised of this new bill 
while he was busy in explaining the provi- 
sions of the General Training Act, and 
pointing out the superiority of voluntary 
offers of service. No sooner was it seen 
that a deficiency of voluuteers was likely 
to be experienced, than ministers made 
known their views of these extended ex- 
emptions. The vplunteer system unex- 
pectedly increased much beyond what 
they thought necessary; and here again 
they stepped in to check and embarrass 
the exertions and enthusiasm of the peo- 
ple. The people were to be perpetually 
trifled with, and when volunteers did not 
appear in sufficient numbers, they were to 
be brought forward by threats of the Ge- 
neral Training Bill. It was not at all his 
object to dispute, under particular cir- 
cumstances, the right of the Sovereign to 
call out the population of the country. 
He must, however, strongly object to the 
clause in the bill by which that power was 
defined. As the clause now stood, the 
power professing to be vested in the crown 
was monstrous and unconstitutional be- 
yond all previous example. He could 
not pretend to be so well versed as a no- 
ble and learned Lord who had preceded 
him, in what had been very properly styled 
the antiquity of the law. Many of the 
cases Cited by the learned Lord did, how- 
ever, appear to him quite inapplicahle to 
the present age, and the present circum- 
stances of this country. Much stress had 
been laid on the authority of Vattel, whose’ 
Treatise on the Law of Nations be had 
heard repeatedly styled a repository of the 
lumber of antiquity. He would not enter 
the lists with the noble Lord as to the 
constitutional opinions entertained in the 
time of Hen. III. and Edw. I. with re- 
spect to the power of the Sovereign to call 
out the population of the country. He 
did not controvert the doctrine of the 
Sovereign’s right generally stated. In the 
present age, however, it was not to be 
received without a certain degree of limi- 
tation. It was the act not of the Sove- 
reign personally, but of the Sovereign act- 
ing under the sanction and authority of 
Parliament, This was the only intelligible 
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use of the right in a country professing to 
be governed by a system of laws fairly 
and justly administered. . When the power 
was exercised at all, it was to be general] 
and justly applied. It was not to be made 
the instrument of injustice, of partiality, 
or revenge, To suppose that it could be 
exercised in this way, would be to subvert 
the whole system of a free govt. To pre. 
tend that the prerogative of the crown 
extended so far, as that any individuals 
could at pleasure be transferred, either to 
a regiment of the line, or to a militia re. 
giment, was a position altogether mon- 
strous apd abominable. It was objected, 
and justly, to the odious and tyrannical 
govt. of France,.that the people were lia. 
ble to be driven to every species of mili- 
tary service, With what propriety, then, 
could ministers call on the people of this 
country to stand forth in defence of our 
constitution, if the monstrous power to 
which he had now alluded was sane: 
tioned? His Lordship contended, that 3 
clausé in the bill did sanction such a 
power, and that this was the first instance 
of such an arbitrary arrangement in the 
whole annals of the country, He wished 
to know from what source such an odious 
doctrine was derived. It could not derive 
its origin from the feudal times, for there 
the terms of service were expressly li- 
mited. Was it from the example of the 
issuing of commissions of array? He con- 
ceived that it would be wasting time to 
shew that these commissions afforded no 
argument for the unconstitutional power 
granted by the bill. At the commences 
ment of the civil wars, such a power was 
contended for by the crown lawyers; but 
all the ablest legal authorities of that day 
resisted it. Se convinced was the King of 
the illegality of the power, that it was not 
acted upon in any instance. After the 
restoration, it was’ not attempted to be 
carried into practice, and militia laws 
soon after were substituted in its room, 
His Lordship, after insisting on this con- 
stitutional point with great force of argu: 
ment, concluded by declaring, that the 
bill was very far from meeting his appro 
bation. He however declined entering 08 
minor points till a future stage. 

The Lord Chancellor, in answer to the 
noble Lord’ who had just sat down, lM 
sisted that many of the objections of that 
noble Lord were irrelevant to the present 
stage of the bill. The question was not i 
regard to the propriety of the volunteer 
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system as it generally stood, but whether 
the bill now before the’ House ought to be 


read a second time as a bill designed to 
regulate and amend that system. The 
propriety of the general principle had 
been recognized by former bills, and did 
not therefore admit of much animadver- 
sion. It was impossible for him to’ con- 
fine himself, his Lordship said, to the nar- 
row limits he could have wished, from the 
turn the debate had taken. All the ta- 
lents of the noble Lord, and all the ta- 
lents connected with that noble Lord, or 
that were engaged with the former admi- 
nistration, could not, his Lordship was 
persuaded, have effected a more perfect 
ormore complete system than that now 
introduced by the bill. ‘To shew that such 
aforce was necessary, as could not have 
been immediately raised or so expedi- 
tiously raised in the regular way, his 
Lordship only requested the House to 
turn their attention to the circumstances 
that attended the resolution of this coun- 
try to enter again into the war. All cir- 
cumstances considered, it could not have 
been in the power of the noble Lord, or 
ia the power of those who conducted the 
lat war, to have raised a more efficient 
or a more numerous force in the same 
time. It was not fair, his Lordship con- 
tended, to criticise the measures of any 
administration with that severity with 
which the noble Lord had attacked the 
present administration, On the same 
pinciple, what might he not say of the 
former administration to which that noble 
lord had belonged, and to which he him- 
self was inclined to attach the greatest 
respect? It was impossible that in such 
circumstances as existed, any measures 
could have been adopted to produce more 
beneficial or more extensive effects than 
the present volunteer system was calcu- 
lated to produce. Noman, it is true, can 
deny, that a strong and numerous regular 
force is desirable and better in many re- 
sects than volunteers; but it must -be 
dllowed also, at the same time, that such 
ategular force could not so easily, nor in 
% short a time, be raised to an amount 
equal to the efficiency of the Volunteers, 
Had not the present administration, in 
this instance, acted: upon the same prin- 
tiple as had beer acknowledged last war? 

ould ever the volunteers be -called into 
ation, he had no doubt that their exer- 
tons would do honour to their country, 
% be . source of glory to themselves. 

OL, i, 


PARL. DEBATES, Marcu 27.—Volunteer Consolidation Bill. 





[1042 


Not a man among them, he believed, 
would survive a defeat- But the proper. 
time, his Lordship argued, to take the 
different topics under consideration, was 
in the committee of the House, and not 
in the present stage of the bill, as none of 
the objections went so far as to deny the 
general principle. The noble Lord then 
went into a long discussion, in answer to 
Lord Grenville, on the royal prerogative 
to call out the people in case of actual 
danger. Against the restrictions which 
the noble Lord had imposed on that pre- 
rogative, he entered his most solemn pro- 
test, and argued the propriety of this pre- 
rogative, from the necessity of thé case 
in which it was supposed to be exercised. 
This prerogative was claimed only in case 
of invasion, and the good of the country, 
and the safety of the people, would then 
require such a sacrifice, even independent 
of the law of the case, into-which also, 
however, his Lordship went at consider- 
able length. His Lordship here put a case, 
that should an invasion be made, and a 
landing effected when Parliament was not 
sitting, and at a time, perbaps, when Par- 
liament could not constitutionally sit, 
what would be the result should this pre- 
rogative of the crown be suspended, or 
even so limited as to render it ineffective ? 
If not a principle of law, Tet.it not be 
made so. It will be difficult, however, to 
make it otherwise, while it must be resog- 
nised, in certain instances, as-a principle 
of necessity or expedience, 

Lord Grenville said, he had never con- 
tended that the Sovereign had not a right, 
in case of invasion, to call upon the sey- 
vices of his liege subjects, because that 
the King had a right, representing the 
community, to call, in such a case of ex- 
treme necessity, upon the services of all 
his subjects for the public defence, was 
not only a constitutional principle, but 
formed a part of the essence of civil so- 
ciety. ‘The thing which he objected to 
was this, that this bill, in carrying this 
principle into execution, gave the crown 
a power, not to call\upon the whole or 
any class of the people, but upon any in- 
dividual, and to place him if any regi- 
ment of the line, or militia. 

Earl Spencer thought the volunteer system 
as it staod, could not meet the approba- 
tion of the House. He was by no means 
an enemy to Volunteer Corps. He had 
the honour to belong to ene since the year 
a the period. of: their first formation, ° 

+ ° 
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but, he thought Administration. had begun 
at the wrong end, and instead of rendering 
the Volunteers an auxiliary force as they 
were intended, had, by the exemptions in- 
troduced, crippled the regular service. So 
much was this the case, that the Noble Lord 
(the Lord Chancellor), whose ingenuity was 
generally acknowledged, had been obliged 
to have recourse to old arguments to sup- 
‘port the measure. He was no enemy in 
general to the argumentum ad hominem, 
but he thought it-was introduced with a very 
bad grace on,the present occasion. What- 
‘ever might be the principle of the Provi- 
sionary Cavalry, under the former Admi- 
nistration, he could not see the applica- 
tion of it in the present instance, Of the 
Provisionary Cavalry Act, his Lordship 
said, he himself had had the honour to 
approve, but under circumstances, and 
under regulations very different from the 
present act. ; 
Lord Hobart defended generally the 
- conduct of govt. with respect to the 
éxertions they had made for placing the 
country in a situation of defence equal 
to the exigencies of the present mgment. 
This country now exhibited a force unex- 
ampled in its history of 628,000 men in 
arms, and he thought that the exertions of 
the present administration, in getting for- 
ward so large a force, were equal to the 
exertions of any former miuister, even 
when every allowance was made for the 
difference of the present times, which 
required considerably greater exertions 
than were necessary in any former war. 
The greatest military force that this coun- 
try possessed for its defence in that period 
of the last war, when it was at the highest, 
amounted to 175,000 regulars and militia, 
and.168,000 volunteers; but. now -the 
whole force of the United Kingdom 
amounts already to 628,000 men in arms, 
a number, too, which is daily increasing 
as the vacancies in the militia,are filled up. 
Most of the noble Lords — had spoken, 
appeared, and with great reason, to be 
much attached to. that part of our force 
which was called regulars: he could as- 
sure them that that part of our force was 
at psesent very nearly as high as at any 
period of the last. war; we had now of 
that description, 98,000 in G. Britain, 
Ireland, and the islands in the Channel; 
but be had been always accustomed to 
cousider the militia:also: on the footing of 
regulars, Above. two-thirds of their. num- 
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number, as he before stated, was daily 
increasing as their vacancies were filled 
up. The measures that had been taken 
were Calculated to give confidence to the 
country, and to assure every man that 
there was nothing to be feared even from 
the loudest threats of the enemy. The 
force of the country, in fact, was such as 
to enable every man to look forward with 
tranquillity and confidence to the enjoy- 
ment of the advantages of our happy con- 
stitution. 

The Dike of Montrose did not oppose 
the volunteer system, nor the principle of 
the bill, but objected very strongly to 
some of the clauses, and particularly to 
that clause in which, after the necessity of 
encouraging the volunteers to go upon 
permanent duty was admitted, the guinea 
bounty, which was proposed for an i- 
ducement to them, was to. be laid out in 
necessaries at the discretion of the com- 
manding officer: he disapproved of this, 
as taking away the inducement which was 
held out; and as to the article of great 
coats, which were stated to be so neces- 
sary, he believed there were very few vo- 
lunteers who were not. already possessed 
of great coats, which, whatever might be 
their colour, were sufficient to keep them 
warm: even if they had not great coats, 
a blanket, in actual service, might answer 
the purpose as well. If they wanted these 
things, however, they ought to be got, 
whatever was the expence. He had not 
so poor an idea of the resources of this 
country, Or of any other country, as to 
suppose they could not afford to provide 
that which was absolutely necessary to 
enable their soldiers to take the field. In 
speaking of the perfection to which volun- 
teers might be brought by skilful officers, 
he took notice of the volunteers with 
which he was best acquainted, the volun- 
teers in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, 
who had made such a proficieucy, thatit 
was allowed by military men that they 
were perfectly fit to take the field with re- 
gular troops. General Simcoe, and other 
general officers, had borne similar, testi 
mony of volunteer regiments m other parts- 
of the United Kingdom. He had heard 
military. men, of great experience and 
judgment, say, that the first qualification 
for’soldiers was the intention to ght: m 
this qualification he supposéd none of the 
volunteers of the empire would be found 
deficient. -He concluded by expressing 
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which were granted, and of some other 
parts of the bill, but wished that it might 
go to a committee. R 

The Earl of Westmoreland said, he was 
not surprised that there existed a differ- 
ence of opinion upon this important sub- 
ject. In considering it, however, it was 
necessary to take a view of the real situa- 
tion in which the country stands. We 
were at present engaged in a war for the 
purpose of deciding, not whether we are 
to maintain our present high rank among 
the nations of Europe, but whether the 
British empire was any longer to enjoy ex- 
jstence. Our commercial strength de- 
pends upon our military strength. We 
must recollect, that our enemy is as re- 
gardless of the lives of his soldiers or sub- 
jects, as he is of those of his enemies. 
Such being the case, we must therefore 
powerfully feel the necessity of strong ex- 
ertions. }le was persuaded, that the spi- 
rit which prevailed in the country was 
amply sufficient to enable it to encounter 
itsdangers. So long as there existed any 
apprehension of invasion, it was nécessary 
to guard against it; and the system which 
had been adopted was the most proper for 
that purpose. We must recollect the great 
number of vulnerable points on our coast, 
and how near our metropolis is situated 
to the coast. of the enemy. It was impos- 
sibly for the country to supply a regular 
amy, sufficiently numerous for its imme- 
diate defence, without the assistance of 
the armed population. ‘The only question 
was, how is that to be obtained? For his 
part, he could not see any means more 
eficacious than those which ministers had 
adopted. As to the excellence of an armed 
peasantry, he thought it was quite ideal, 
Had any person asked him, previous to 
any of the discussions on the volunteer 
bill, why he preferred volunteers in the 
present situation of the country, he would 
have answered, that it was because the vo- 
lunteer sysytem was one which did tot 
interfere with the militia, army of reserve, 
ot the recruiting of the regular army. 
The objections stated against the system 
‘onstituted the very reasons for which he 
approved of it. 
done, but from practice, he grounded his 
inion, The militia force was already 
wearly completed. The volunteer system 
ksened the number of balloted men, but 
mreased the number of substitutes. The 
Volunteers were much greater sufferers 


tan if they had actually endured the bal- 
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lot. The very circumstance of handling 
arms inspired great numbers of young 
men, who were volunteers, with a military 
spirit, which encouraged the recruiting of 
the regular army.’ This he experienced 
during last war, when a proportion of 50 
out of 600 volunteers entered yearly: as 
recruits for the regular army. ‘The volun- 
teer system did not tend to interrupt offen- 
sive operations, for it would certainly bé 
the greatest madness not to provide in-the 
first place for our safety at home. He 
thought his Majesty’s servants stood upoti 
safe grounds, when they had thus far fols 
lowed the steps of their predecessors, 
Never was there such a large force col- 
lected in such a short time, and for that - 
his Majesty’s ministers were justly entitled 

to the approbation and the thanks of ‘the 

country, for their great exertions and’at- 

tention to the public interest. “During the 

present war, wé had already reason to'bé 

thankful that we have defended our own 

possessions, taken those of the enemy, 

and blockaded their own ports, so as ‘hi- 

therto to prevent them from putting their 

schemes into execution. He had evéry 

reason to believe that the measures Whith 

govt. had adopted, and which the present 

bill went to improve, would be thé means 

of continuing those blessings to the coun= 

try which we had hitherto enjoyed. 

Lord Auckland said, he by no‘ meas 
entertained such gloomy apprehensions a8 
some noble Lords appeared to do, Tréspett= 
ing the probable duration of the war, Or 
the final result of it: he hoped that thé 
end of it would be, that. France would 
not be permitted to retain her.dominion 
over the continent of Europe; but whe- 
ther the termination of it was near or at 
a distance, the country had this year 
placed itself higher than ever in’ the opi- 
nion of all nations, and might be “justly 
proud of its inilitary strength. If hé was 
asked his opiiion, whether 628,000 méh 
in arms were ehough for the defence of 
the country in the present circumstances, 
hé should say, he believed the nuiiber 
was considerably tore than we wantéd. 
Although, of course, every noble’ Lord 
must wish the coutitry to be in the miost 
perfect state of security, yet theré were 
certainly some limits to be placed to the 
number called out in its defence, ‘ahd that 
upon different considerations: Ist, as to 
economy, can wé afford to pay sueh an 
immense nuinber of ffién? and, Qdly, in 
point of prudéncé and general policy, is 
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it right, beyond what is necessary, to ex- 
tend the military spirit indefinitely among 
all classes of the nation? ‘These were 
questions he should not then pretend to 
discuss. He thought the exertions of ad- 
ministration had brought forward a num- 
ber of men completely adequate to the 
defence of the empire, and that there was 
little more wanting than to make the sys- 
tem already adopted-as efficacious as pos- 
sible-—The question for the second read- 
ing of the bill was then put, and carried 
without: a division. It was accordingly 
read a second time, and 

Lord Hawkesbury moved, that it be 
committed on Thursday se’nnight, being 
the first day of meeting after the recess. 

Lord Harrowby stated some objections 
as to the delay which would thus be occa- 
sioned ; and wished some earlier day to 
be, appointed, as he conceived it to be of 
the utmost importance that volunteers 
should go upon permament pay and duty 
as soon as possible. 

Lord. Hawkesbury said, that there was 
nothing in the bill that would occasion 
any necessity for its being hurried through 
its remaining stages. He understood, that 
upwards. of 30,000 volunteers had already 
gone..upon permanent pay and duty, in 
the manner proposed by the bill; apd he 
had every reason to think that a great 
ynany more would, in the mean time, pur- 
‘ gue the same plan to perfect themselves in 
‘their discipline. —The motion for the bill 
being committed on Thursday se’nnight, 
was then agreed to, and the House, at 11 
_ O'clock, adjourned till to-morrow.) 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, March 27. 


{Mrnutes.]—Several petitions were 
presented against the Marine Society Fish- 
ery Bills: among them were the following ; 
two from the owners of fishing vessels, 
wc. at Gravesend, the one against the 
principle of the bill, the other against 
some specific clauses which they appre- 
hended would materially affect their in- 
terest. ‘They were presented by Mr. Cal- 
craft.—Another from the owners of ves- 
‘sels, fishermen, &c. of the town of Har- 
wich, against the ‘general principles of the 
bill.. Ordered to be laid upon the table 
until the bill should’ be read a second 


time, and parties to be heard by counsel, ’ 


&c.—Another petition was presented by 
M:. Princep, to the same effect, from the 
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fishermen of Faversham. Ordered to be 
laid on the table until the bill be read g 
second time.—Mr. Sheridan gave notice, 
that he should to-morrow submit to the 
consideration of the House a motion on 
the subject of referring the Liskeard Elec- 
tion to a committee.—Several accounts of 
Irish Shipping, and their Tonnage, &c. &c, 
were laid before the House, and which 
were ordered to be printed.—On the sub- 
ject of the Irish Militia Families’ Bill, 
Mr. Corry observed, that he had some 
amendments to propose upon the report; 
which he should defer until to-morrow, on 
account of the absence of a right hon, 
gent. (Mr. Foster) who had already taken 
a share in the discussion of that subject, 
He therefore moved,’ ‘ that this report be 
taken into further consideration to-mor- 
row.” Ordered.—Mr. Cerry then moved, 
‘¢ That there be laid before the House an 
account of the number of balloted men 
serving in the several regiments of militia 
of Ireland, on the Ist of Nov. 1803, dis- 
tinguishing the time they were balloted.” 
Ordered.—Mr. Fellowes moved, ‘ That 
there be laid before the House an account 
of the quantity of wheat, flour, barley, 
malt, oats, meal, peas, and beans, im: 
ported into G. Britain and Ireland, distin- 
guishing England and Ireland, from the 
5th of Jan. 1803, to the 5th of Jan. 1804, 
together with the bounties or drawbacks 
paid thereupon ; and also all bounties al. 
lowed on barley, rye, &c., in the years 
1801, 2, and 3, respectively.” Ordered.’ 

[MARINE SOCIETY FISHERY BILL.J— 
On the order of the day being read, for 
the House to resolve into a committee on| 
the Marine Society Fishery bill, ‘counsel 
were ordered to be’ called ‘tq the bar 
against the bill, when = 


it might have been reasonably expected 
that the framers of the bill, before they 
are to expect the House ‘would finally 
adopt a measure so severely injurious to 
sO many. industrious individuals and thelr 
families, as this bill. must glmost inevi- 
tably bring to ruin, would at’ least hold 
out some advantage likely to be derived 
to the public by the nieasure, in liew‘of 
the immunities, a surrender of which they 
required; but no such advantages 

they held out, nor had the House before 
it any document to shew the necessity of 
depriving one of the most laborious and 
useful ‘classes of men in society, thet 
}wives and children, of their means of lives 
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Mr. Calcrafé rosé, and observed, that. 
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\ihood, merely to promote the advantages, or 
second the interested views of any monopo- 
lizing company. ‘The purposes alledged by 
this bill were, to reduce exceedingly the 
prices of fish at Billingsgate market, and, 
by increasing the quantity, to reduce the 
price of provisions for the poor. But what 
security did the bill, or its proposers, offer 
to the public, that such a result would 
accrue, or that fish could be reduced lower 
than two-pence per pound, the price at 
which it was now generally sold at Billings- 
ate? There was an instance of the esta- 
blishment of 2 monopolizing company, in- 
stituted a very short time since, under the 
appellation of the London Flour Com- 
pany, whose professed object it was to re- 
duce’ most considerably to the public the 
prices of flour, meal, and bread. But 
how far, he would he glad to ask, did that 
company succeed, while it continued in 
existence? Or what was now become of 
that company, no longer visible? Here 
then was a criterion by which the House 
might judge; and to prove that the only 
advantage that could arise from the passing 
of this bill, would be to gratify the mono- 
polizing speculations of a new and un- 
known set of men, to the alinost certain 
ruin of so many thousands of industrious 
individuals, who had devoted their lives 
and industry to the business of fishing in 
all weathers, and at all risks, for the ,re- 
gular supply of the London market, of 
the sufficiency of which supply no com- 
plaints had been made; a body of men, 
who, in all exigencies, afforded,a supply of 
able and expert seamen for our navy, and 
whose immunity, within the last year, 
afforded a supply of above 200 pilots for 
the service of goyt. Such an object 
as the livelihood of such a community, 
was too great to sacrifice to any such spe- 
culation as the present bill. It was before 
the House last Session, and rejected upon 
the clearest ground of its inadmissibility, 
What new proofs, he would be glad to 
know, had since been discovered of its 
propriety ? He had the authority of an hon, 
friend of his, member for a neighbouring 
county, a very great portion of whose in- 
habitants would be materially injured by 
this bill, to declare his opposition to it; 
and he concluded by moving an amend. 
ment in the order for the committal of the 
bill for this day, that instead of the word 
“now,’’ the words ‘* this day six months’? 
be inserted. ; 

Mr, Hiley Addington rose to segond the 
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motion of the hon. Member, and at the 
same time begged leave to add a few obser- 
vations to what had fallen from him om the 
occasion. He asked the hon. gent.’s par- 
don for reminding him that the bill of last 
year on the subject, was not rejected by 
the House, but withdrawn by its framers 
for that time, with a view to reconsider 
the propriety of bringing it forward at a 
future day, in a more perfect shape; and 
he must own, he thought it rather extraor- 
dinary those gent. after ‘having coolly re- 
considered the bill, could again think of 


‘offering it for the adoption of parliament; 


for he could consider it in no other view 
than as a measure calculated merely to 
favour a monopoly, and he therefore 
trusted the House never would consent to 
pass it into a law, as it was of a tendency 
not only extremely injurious to one of the 
most useful, industrious, aad important 
classes of the community in the country, 
but of the utmost danger to the very ex- 
istence of that fishery which it professed to 
improve. ‘To his certain knowledge, a 
number of-persons, who, as well as their 
grandfathers, and great grandfathers be- 
fore them, had been deeply engaged in, 
and derived their livelihood from this 
trade, had recently, under the apprehen- 
sion, which he thought unfounded, namely, 
that this bill would pass into law, actually 
sold off the ships they occupied in the 
trade, and many had even forfeited con- 
tracts into which they had entered, and 
risked all the penalties they jncurred there- 
by. He was sorry that any class of thé 
community should be induced to entertain 
apprehensions that the legislature would, 
in the wisdom of its deliberations, suffer 
any measure to pass into a law for the 
advantage of one set of men, ‘so injurious 
to the interests of so numerous, useful, and 
industrious a‘class of individuals. He 
stood not there merely a representative 
for a particular borough, whose’ inhabit- 
ants would be materially injured: by the 
bill, to oppose it; but as a representative 
of the community at large, and for -the 
general good. The advantages derived to 
the navy from this valuable class. of men, 
was a matter worthy of serious consider- 
ation: no less than three thousand ap- 
prentices were actually bringing up on 
board the ships employed in the trade, for 
the supply of fish for the port of London. 
The House must see how impossible it 
would be for those men individually to 
stand up against the- high bounties that 
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would be offered by a wealthy company, 
~ which must deprive them of their hands, 
and, at the sume time, not increase the 
quantity of fish, but transfer the profits of 
the trade from the industrious individuals, 
in whom it was now vested, and thereby 
destroy competition, and leave the com- 
munity at the mercy of a monopolizing 


company. 

Mr. urst said he had a host of objections 
against the bill; but two in particular, 
which he thought insurmountable. When 
so material an alteration was proposed in 
the existing laws, for the regulation of 
so important a branch of trade, some 
broad and palpable ground should, he 
thought, be laid down to shew the neces- 
sity; butin this case, no such ground had 
been shewn. No advantage was proved 
practicable, and yet the House was called 
on to adopt a bill for vesting a monopoly 
in anew company of men, which must, 
in the first instance, ruin every town upon 
the river Thames, and upon the coasts 
in the vicinage of the metropolis: hence 
he could not agree to the bill, Another 
objection to it was, that it went to enable 
the company it proposed to incorporate 
to employ any number of seamen they 
thought necessary, and to protect them 
from thé impress service; he was no parti- 
cular friend to the impress service, but 
fie had no idea of giving to any particular 
body, but particularly a new monopoliz- 
ing company, an’ exclusive protection, 
which no other branch of the British ma- 
rine could be allowed to enjoy. Besides, 
he was well informed, that the evil stated 
in this bill, of an unfair price being de- 
manded for fish at Billingsgate, did not 
exist. It was put up there fairly to auc- 
tion to the highest bidder, and sold at the 
fairest price ; and to take it now out of the 
hands of individuals, long experienced in 
the trade, and-interested in a competition, 
and place it in the hands of the Marine 
Society, who knew nothing of the business, 
would be to destroy competition and sanc- 
tion monopoly. 

Sir Wilham Dolben spoke in favour of 
‘the bill, and thought the best way to put 
the House fairly in possession ofits me- 
rits, or demerits, would be to let it go to 
a.committée for investigation. It was said, 
in the petitions on the table, that the bill 
would be injurious to the navy: but he 
begged to know, if our present fisheries 
were an useful nursery for seamen, and 
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establishment of an additional nursety 
could be injurious? The alledgment on 
this point, therefore, was merely asser. 
tion, and not fact. But did gent. consis 
der, that if, as was said, 3000 appren- 
tices were living on board the fishery 
ships, that the Marine Society had sent 
upwards of 56,000 seainen to the navy? 
Surely, therefore, some consideration was 
due to their institution; and the present 
bill had for its object, not only to enable 
the Marine Society to extend the means 
of rearing seamen, but of lowering the 
price of an important article of provision 
to the public. Much had been said of 
the danger of creating a corporation, at 
the risk of amonopoly. He believed, how- 
ever, that the public had already experi 
enced much greater mischiefs from a coms 
bination, than could be apprehended from 
2 corporation , and that, from the combi- 
nations between the fishermen, and their 
agents at Billingsgate, much imposition had 
been practised on the public. It was said, 


the gent. of the Marine Society knew nos / 


thing of the fishing trade: this assertion 
he must take leave to contradict, for many 
of them were many years extensively éx- 
perienced, and had large capitals vested 
in it, 

Sir William Geary supported the bill. 
and said, if he could conceive it would 
tend to sanction a monopoly, he should be 
one of the last men in that House to sup- 
port it. He wished, however, that the 
bill might be suffered to go into a com 
mittee, where these assertions might be 
put to the test, and the proofs examined, 
and its merits or demerits fairly shewn, 
It was ridiculous to talk of a monopoly in 
a coinmodity, the produce of which knew 
no bounds, but were utterly inexhausti- 
ble; and so far would the extension pro- 
posed by the bill be from producing injury 
to individuals fairly interested in the trade, 
that 10 times the capital and number of 
ships now émployed oi our coasts would 
be in operation: ample markets would be 
found in this country for all the fish they 
could procure. The only persons who 
had injury to apprehend from the bill; 
were those concerned in the combinations 
carried on against the public at Billings 
gate.. The friends of the bill had in view 
the itwo-fold object, of raising boys fot 
the navy, and cheapening and tendering 
plentiful an important article of wholesome 
No man could mot 
seriously wish to: oppose shonopoly: than 
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he did, but he desired the bill to have a 
fair investigation in the committee. 

Mr. Peter Moore strenuously opposed 
the bill, and observed, that the House 
could not be at a loss for a precedent to 
guide its decisions upon this head; for if 
they would turn to their Journals for 1750, 
they might there find the record of a bill 
having passed their House on the same 
ground proposed by the present, but 


which, after three years of experience, | 


instead of an advantage, proved an abso- 
jute nullity, as he had no doubt the pre- 
sent bill would do, if it passed into a law. 
No less a sum than 500,0001. had been 
subscribed under the authority of that 
bill, and at the end of three years it was 
found totally to fail, and the only return 
the subscribers got for their money, was 
Sper cent. for 14 years. Should the pre- 
sent bill pass into a law, he had no doubt 
but the plan would be speedily extended 
by subscriptions; that very speedily a 
board of 24 directors would he found ne- 
cessary, who would not like to act with- 
out ample salaries; that a house like the 
India House, or the South Sea House, 
would be found necessary for their ope- 
rations, with appropriate officers, secre- 
taries, and clerks; and, in a little time, 
% far from reducing the price of fish 
would their scheme be found, that they 
must sell every sprat they could catch at 
the price of a turbot, in order to defray 
their expences. 

Mr. Princep opposed the bill as a mere 
speculation, by which no laudable purpose 
was likely to be answered. 

Mr. Blackburn thought that the bill 
ought at least to be allowed to go into a 
committee.—The question was then called 
for, when the House divided. For the 
original motion $5; for Mr. Calcraft’s 
oe 38 :— majority against the 

3. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, March 28, 


[IRisH MILITIA OFFER BiLL]—Lord 
kesbury moved the order of the day-for 

the consideration of his Majesty’s message 
ttlative to the offer. of the Irish militia to 
*xtend. their services to G.. Britain.—The 
Message being read,>his’ Lordship rose and 
observed, that he should: déem:it unneces- 
‘uy to trouble the House on this-subject at 
auy length, -as.it was an affair of a partial 
lature. When.the. measure: should come 
Ma full and regular manner before the 





‘House, then would be the time to enter 


upon the discussion of it. It was now ia 
the contemplation of his Majesty’s minis- 
ters to submit to Parliament a measure 
for the general defence of the United 
Kingdom, which would comprise several 
improvements in the militia systems of G. 
Britain and Ireland; and when this was 
brought forward, the matter would no 
doubt undergo a thorough investigation, 
suited to its importance. In the mean 
time, the House would be pledged for no- 
thing, as the motion which he would now 
submit to their consideration, was little 
else than an expression of thanks to his 
Majesty for his communication, It was, 
however, impossible for him to withhold 
his tribute of applause from the noble, 
spirited, and patriotic offer of those troops, 
whose conduct had occasioned this mes- 
sage being presented to the House. . He 
was of opinion that it would be of the 
highest advantage both to G. Britain and 
Ireland. It was of the utmost conse- 


‘quence that the two coyntries should, as 


much as possible, be united in sentiment, 

in feeling, and in the mutual employment 

of their means of defence. ‘This unity 

would be prodigiously accelerated by this 

patriotic conduct of those troops who had 

extended their services; and he had no 

doubt, if occasion should call for it, that 

the English militia would not be behind 

hand in spirit and public zeal. But this 

extension of service would be highly use- 

ful in another point of view. It would 

increase the disposeable force of the empire, 

and enable us to turn our energies with 

more etiect against the enemy. It would 

consolidate the strength of the empire, 

and by that means render its application 

more easy and formidable. Without, t®ou- 

bling the House at any greater length, 

only again repeating the high sense he en- 

tertained of the spirit of loyalty and pa, 

triotism of the troops who had offered to. 
extend their services, he would move, 

‘‘ That an humble address be presented to_ 
his Majesty, expressive of the gratitude. 
of the House for his communication, and 
stating, that their Lordships would most. 
readily concur in the measures that should. 
be adopted to give effect to the offer which, 
was made.”—The question being put upon. 
this motion, 

The Duke of Montrose. said, he fully: 
agreed‘in the tribute of applause that had, 
been paid by the noble Sec. of. State to; 
the spirit, loyalty, and patriotism of the 
troops in question: but when he concurred 
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in this tribute of applause, he could not 
suffer it to pass without a few remarks, 
and, among others, that he thought it un- 
safe and impolitic to encourage that spirit 
of deliberation among armed bodies, that 
led to voluntary offers being made. He 
was far from being insensible to the praise- 
worthy motives by which these troops 
were actuated, but he was averse to the 
principle of deliberation among armed 
men. He was averse to those measures 
which tended to: impress an idea among 
the troops, that certain services were more 
of a voluntary nature, than an exertion 
of duty. If his Majesty’s ministers thought 
that the services of the Irish militia were 
necessary in England, let them propose a 
measure to that effect. If they thought 
the services of the English militia neces- 
sary in Ireland, their services ought, by 
act of Parliament, to be extended to that 
country. This would be the true and 
manly course of proceeding on the part of 
ministers ; and in such a case these ser- 
vices, instead of being a favour, would 
become a duty. He knew there were 
many who thought that there was some- 
thing inconsistent with the nature of a mi- 
litia ferce in this extended service, and 
that it could not properly be changed. 
Perhaps so, but af the same time it ought 
to be recollected, that the circumstances 
of the times called for a more permanent, 
efficient, and numerous force than usual. 
It ought to be recollected, that the rela- 
tive situations of the British empire and 
of France were materially changed. It 
was now necessary that this country should 
become a more military nation than it had 
ever been. A notion was entertained by 
several people respecting the militia, that 
in case their services were extended, we 
might lose many valuable people in that 
establishment, but that loss would be 
made up by the efficiency of the force. 
We should lose many old men who com- 
manded the militia, and who had a good 
deal of experience. But he was of opi- 
nion that we ought to have not orly young 
men in the ranks, but also in command. 
An old man of experience would avoid 
mistakes, but his attention would in ge- 
neral be directed to that point, instead of 
thinking how to gain a victory. A young 
man, on the contrary, would be thinking 
how to gain a victory, and would proba- 
bly gain one at last, though he committed 
several mistakes in the road that led to it. 
Most of the victories mentioned in history 
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were gained by young men; and the hiss 
tories of the young and the old King of 
Prussia was an apt illustration of what he 
had been saying. In the mean time, hows 
ever, this ought to be a military country, 
and it ought to be a point of honour with 
the nobility and gentry of the nation to 
make themselves acquainted with military 
affairs, and serve either in the regulars or 
the militia. He would not oppose this 
motion, as it was merely an address of 
thanks for his Majesty’s communication; 
but he again expressed his disapprobation 
of the deliberative principle among armed 
men. 

The Marquis of Sligo joined heartily in 
the tribute of applause that had justly been 
bestowed upon the noble and patriotic men 
who had come forward with a voluntary 
offer of an extension of their services, He 
rejoiced in the prospect that it had opened, 
of having the services of the militia of both 
countries being made reciprocal, as it 
would go to establish that principle of 
unity which ought to subsist between G, 
Britain and Ireland. ‘The sooner a com- 
plete union, in every point of view, was 
effected, the better it would be for both 
countries. He heartily joined in the ad. 
dress which it was now intended to pre- 
sent to his Majesty, and would only far- 
ther say, that he apprehended this was no 
partial offer, but that it was made by the 
whole militia of Ireland. 


The Earl of Limerick begged leave also — 


to join in the applause that had on all 
hands been given to the patriotic offer of 
the troops in question. He was aware of 
the incalculable advantages.that would re- 
sult from it, both to this country and to 
Ireland. 
two countries should, as much as possible, 
be assimilated. The Irish troops had thus 
shewn their love for the country, their 
zeal and attachment to the constitution, 
which he knew distinguished not only the 
troops in question, but the whole army in 
Ireland. But to pronounce their eulo- 
gium did not become a person in his si- 
tuation; that he would leave to other 
Lords: and it was his intention to bave 
contented himself with a silent vote on 
the present occasion, but something had 
fallen from a noble Duke (of Montrose) to 
which he could not but advert. He had 
said, if his memory served him rightly, 
that it would be manly-in ministers 
bring forward a measure which'would ren- 
der jhe extensign of the militia service 4 





He heartily agreed, that the | 
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duty, instead of a favour. It might be 
manly, perhaps, but it ought to be recol- 
lected that it might also be dangerous to 
force men who had enlisted for one ser- 
vice to engage in another. It would, be- 
sides, be a positive instance of bad faith, 
that ought to be particularly avoided. He 
saw no danger whatever in accepting a vo- 
luntary offer of extended service; and he 
deprecated all idea of forcing men to un- 
dertake a service for which they had not 
been enlisted, nor had in their contem- 
plation at the time. The men had en- 
gaged for a particular service, and beyond 
that they could not be carried without 
their own consent. He gave his warmest 
approbation to the address, 

Lord Grenville observed, that as this 
motion did not go to pledge the House to 
any thing, but was merely an address of 
thanks to his Majesty, stating the satisfac- 
tion of the House at the offer which had 
been made, he did not mean to throw any 
difficulty in its way. But he certainly 
entirely agreed in the sentiments that had 
been delivered by the noble Duke, (of 
Montrose). He was fully convinced of the 
impolitic and injudicious nature of intro- 
ducing into the army a deliberative spirit, 
which had its origin in the volunteer sys- 
tem. Parliament was the place where 
deliberation ought to take place; and 
they ought, in the first instance, to adopt 
measures which it would be incumbent on 
the military of every description to obey, 
instead of having their deliberation de- 
pendent upon any voluntary offers that 
might be made. It was impossible cer- 
tainly to withhold the highest tribute of 
applause from the men who had made the 
present patriotic, spirited, and loyal offer 
of an extended service. He did not at all 
mean to throw any reflection upon them. 
He most entirely concurred with what the 
noble Marquis (of Sligo) had said, that the 
two countries ought to be united closely 
together, not in name only, but in effect; 
and he believed that the reciprocal ser- 
vices of the militia of both countries would 
bea desirable thing; but it ought to be 
recollected, that his Majesty’s ministers 
had been’ advised to extend the services of 
the militia of Ireland, when they were 
raised at the beginning of the war, to this 
country, ‘They were raised by bounty, 
hot by ballot, but the advice - was: re- 
jected. It had been said, that our hands 
were tied by good faith to the militia: it 
Was true; but to whom was this owing? 

Vou. I, 
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It was to. those ministers who rejected 
the sound advice given them, when that 
might easily be done which was now im- 
possible ; and thus their. Lordships were 
compelled, instead of originating a mea- 
sure, to follow the lead of these voluntary 
offers. The offers of the militia, during 
the late war, to serve in. Ireland, had 
arisen from the spur of the occasion, and 
were therefore properly accepted and ap- 
preciated. But it was now the fault of 
ministers, that it had been left to the 
patriotism of the Irish militia to make an 
offer of their services to England. He 
had nothing to offer on the motiun itself. 
He admired the patriotism of the Irish 
troops in quesion, and agreed in the ap- 
plause which had been bestowed upon 
them, but he wished to impress the House 
with a sense of the danger of encouraging 
deliberation among armed bodies of men. 

Lord Hobart, in reply to Lord Gren- 
ville, observed, that he recollected no 
such advice as had been referred to, but 
now it was impossible to break our faith 
with the militia. He concurred in the ap- 
plause bestowed on the troops in question, 
and said, that from his long residence in 
Ireland, he knew that an equal spirit of 
patriotism prevailed in the whole army in 
that country. 

Earl Darnley only rose to advert to a 
point mentioned by the noble Sec. of 
State. He could not perceive how the 
reciprocal services of the militia of both 
countries could augment our disposable 
force. He agreed in the applause be- 
stowed on the troops in question, but the 
message was worded in such a way, that 
there was no understanding whether the 
offer had been made by all the militia, by 
whole regiments, or by parcels of regi- 
This was a point of some import- 
ance to ascertain. 

Lord Grenville wished that the subject 
should be properly understood. Was it 
all the militia who had offered, or some 
regiments, or was it some parcels of re- 
giments ? 

Lord Hawkesbury said, that as far as 
his recollection served, it was made by 
whole regiments.—The question on the 
address was then put and carried without 
Opposition. 

[Prizsts’ OrpERSs.]—-Ox the second 
reading of the Priests’ Orders Bill, 

The Bishop of St. Asaph observed, that 
the united Church was uoder obligations 
to the noble and learned Lord who had 

3X 
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turned his attention to this measure, and 
removed the ambiguity of the Church laws 
on this subject. “He should have a good 
deal to say when the bill came to be com- 
mitted. Churchmen had an idea that or- 
dination could not be done away when 
regularly conferred: he was of that opi- 
nion, but agreed in the clause which went 
to make it void, in case conferred before 
the proper age, and the reasons for his opi- 
nion he would give in the committee. —The 
bill was then read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed on Friday se’en- 
night.—The House then adjourned for the 
recess to Thursday se’ennight. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, March 28. 


{Mrnvutes.]|—A new writ was issued 
for the election of a member, in the room 
of James Hare, Esq. deceased.—A mes- 
sage from the Lords informed the House, 
that their Lordships had agreed to the 
Expiring Laws Bill, to the I'lax-Seed Im- 
portation Bill, and several private bills. 
-——An account was laid on the table, by 
Mr. Steele, of the amount of the Army 
Extraordinaries up to the 24th Dec. 1803. 
Ordered to lie on the table, and to be 
printed.—A particular account was also 
Jaid upon the table from the Treasury, of 
the different sums stated in the disposition- 
paper, stating how much of them had 
_ been paid into the Treasury, and how 
much yet remained to be paid in. Or- 
dered to lie on the table.—The Pancras 
Poor Bill was read a third time, and 
passed.—A petition was presented from 
the malsters of the county of Essex against 
the malt duty. Ordered to lie on the 
table.—Lord Marsham appeared at the 
bar, and stated, that he was requested by 
the committee, of which he had the ho- 
hour to be president, to represent to the 
House that the committee had now been 
sitting for eight weeks; that the counsel on 
both sides were of opinion, that no ulti- 
mate delay would be occasioned in the 
decision of the case before them, even 
were they allowed to adjourn for a few 
days; on the contrary, they should be 
better enabled to proceed in the business, 
by having this leisure time allowed: them; 
nor would the adjournment give rise to 
any ‘additiona! increase of expense. On 
these grounds, he trusted the House would 


permit the committee to adjourn, on thear | 
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rising to.morrow, till Monday the 9th of 
April next. The noble Lord concluded 
with a motion to that effect.—The Speaker 
observed, that there were several instances 
of such indulgence having been granted to 
election committees at this season of the 
year.—Thé question was then put and 
agreed to without opposition.—The fur- 
ther consideration of the report of the 
committee appointed to inquire into and 
adjust the differences between the cotton 
manufacturers and the persons employed 
by them, was deferred till Monday, the 
Oth of April next,—Mr. Curwen moved 
for an account of the different duties paid 
in the ports of the Isle of Man, from the 
year 1798 to the year 1804, distinguishing 
the sums paid for bounties, and also the 
sums that remained. Ordered. 

[IRISH MILITIA FAMILIES.] — Mr, 
Corry moved the order of the day for 
taking into further consideration the re- 
port of the bill for providing for the Irish 
militiamen and their families. 

Mr. Foster renewed his objections to the 
bill, more particularly to the clause whiclr 
went to deprive certain of the militia 
from the benefit which former bills held 
out to them, and on the condition of be- 
ing entitled to which they had enlisted, 
He enumerated the various hardships to 
which their wives would be exposed, if 
the present clause remained unaltered, 
and contended that it would operate with 
regard to the militiamen, to whom he had 
more particularly alluded, as a breach of 
faith on the part of Parliament. 

Mr. Corry observed, that when the bills 
to which the right hon, gent. referred were 
passed, they had the concurrence of that 
right hon. gent. ‘The mode in which the 
proposed allowances were formerly paid 
differed materially from that in which it 
was now intended they should be paid, 
They were now to flow immediately from 
the Exchequer; and if the clause was 
amended in the manner the right hon, 
gent. suggested, it would become an iIm- 
pediment in the way of the new regula- 
tions which it was deemed expedient to 
adopt. The militiamen were riow entitled 
to as godd an allowance as they were for- 
merly; and he was at a loss to see how 
the new plan could be considered as 4 
breach of faith on the part of Parliament. 
—After a few words in. explanation be 
tween Mr. Foster and Mr. Corry, the 
clause was allowed to remain in its ole 
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ginal form; and the amendments being 
agreed to, the bill was ordered to be read 
a third timeto-morrow. 

[Mauf puties.]—Lord Archibald Ha- 
milton, anxious that ‘on the part of Scot- 
land ¢évery possible information should be 
laid before the committee appointed to 
inquire into what différence should be al- 
lowed in the duty payable on malt made 
from Scotch barley, and that made from 
English barley, rose pursuant to notice to 
move, that four gents. whom he should 
name be further added to that committee. 
The noble Lord then moved, that Sir 
John Sinclair be added to it; agreed to: 
also Mr. Kinnaird, also Sir William Ers- 
kine; agreed to: also Sir William Pulte- 
ney. But here it was observed, that the 
hon. Baronet’s name stood already among 
those who had been appointed on the 
committee. 

Sir Robert Buxton thought that England 
was as much interested in the considera- 
tion of this question as Scotland could 
be: he should therefore move to-morrow 
(not being now prepared with the names), 
that 4 gents, from the latter part of G. 
Britain be further added to the com. 
mittee. 

Mr. Kinnaird observed, that the addi- 
tion proposed by his noble friend was not 
intended as increasing the number of voters, 
but the mass of information that might be 
brought before the committee. 

LISKEARD ELECTION.]—Mr. Sheridan 
rose to present a petition on the part of 
T. Sheridan, Esq. complaining of an un- 
due return for the above borough at the 
last election. The hon. gent. said, that 
he should move that the petition be taken 
into consideration on as early a day as 
possible after the 17th of April, on which 
day the petition on the question of right 
was to be discussed. Indeed, he did not 
imagine that the petition presented by the 
other candidate, and which stood for the 
9th of next month, could with propriety 
be considered and decided upon, until 
after the question of right should have 
been settled. The decision of that ques- 
ton might materially affect the fate of the 
petition which he had ‘just presented; and 
he could not see that the delaying of the 
former petition till after the decision of 
the question of right could be attended 
with any disadvantage.—Monday, the 23d 
of April, was accordingly fixed upon for 
taking into consideration the petition in 
behalf of Mr. T. Sheridan.—Mr. She- 
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ridan then proceeded to move, that the 
order of the day for taking the other peti- 
tion into consideration, be now read, for 
the purpose of next moving, that the said 
order, be discharged, and another made 
out for a further day. 

Mr. Pitt complained of irregularity on 
the part of the hon. gent, in having omitted 
to give notice of this motion. He also 
contended, that, consistent with the usual 
proceedings of the House, and the fair 
claim of the other candidate, the motion 
could not possibly be acceded to. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that the right 
hon. gent. seemed also to be a wandering 
light, and not a fixed star; for had he 
been in his place yesterday, he would have 
known that a regular notice had been duly 
given of his present motion. Mr. Sheri- 
dan re-stated, and persisted in his argu- 
ments in favour of the motion. 

Mr. Burroughs differed in opinion with 
Mr. Sheridan, and fhought it unfair that 
the business should be brought forward in 
the absence of Mr. Huskisson. 

Mr. Bragge was also of opinion, -that 
the order for taking Mr. Huskisson’s peti- 
tion into consideration on the 9th April, 
could not be withdrawn.—After a few 
words from Mr. Sheridan, who declared 
he did not know that Mr. Huskisson was 
out of town, the question was put on his 
motion, and it was negatived. 

[Lorp Hoop’s Ciaim.]—The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer moved the order of the 
day for the House to resolve itself into a . 
committee of supply, and that the papers 
respecting Lord IHood’s claims relative to 
the captures at Toulon, should be referred 
to the said committee ; which was ordered. 
The House having resolved itself into a 
committee, the right hon. gent. said, he 
had to call the attention of the committee 
to a subject, which he could not help 
thinking required all that indulgence and 
liberality which they were always accus- 
tomed to shew to the ‘exertions of the Bri- 
tish navy, asubject which connected itself 
with one of the most splendid exertions of 
our navy, during the last war, and related 
to officers and seamen as meritorious as 
any in the British service. It was impos. 
sible that any one could doubt the merit 
of the service performed by Lord Hood at 
Toulon. The present subject affected the 
interests of Lord Hood, Lord Keith, Lord 
Radstock, and other distinguished officers, 
and of all the officers and seamen under 
the command of Lord Hood, upon that 
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occasion, who were now living, and the fa- 
milies of those who were deceased, all were 
involved in the consideration of the subject, 
which he felt it incumbent upon him to sub- 
mit to the committee.—It was not his inten- 
tion to go into any particular detail with re- 
spect to the surrender of Toulon; it would 
be recollected that the inhabitants of the 
southern part of France, weary of the worst 
of tyranny that ever degraded the hu- 
man race, expressed a wish to be placed 
under the authority of the legitimate heir 
of their murdered sovereign. In conse- 
quence of this, Lord Hood became pos- 
sessed of the town and harbour of Toulon, 
and several French ships, which, by a 
convention, were to be held, in part, for 
Louis XVII. to whom they were to be re- 
stored. During the continuance of the 
war, it was obvious that the nature of the 
terms agreed upon, precluded Lord Hood 
from claiming any remuneration for him- 
self and the officers and seamen under his 
command. After the ratification of the 
definitive treaty of peace, Lord Hood pre- 
sented a memorial to his Majesty, claim- 
ing a reward for the officers and seamen, 
on account of the French ships destroyed 
and taken possession of at Toulon, together 
with their ordnance and stores. His Ma- 
jesty was pleased to refer the memorial to 
the Privy Council, a committee of whom 
took it into consideration. It was the opi- 
nion of that committee, that it was not 
expedient to grant any remuneration for 
the ten sail of the line, and other vessels 
which were destroyed, because it was not 
the practice to grant remuneration for ships 
destroyed at sea, it was only when they 
were captured, that the captors became 
entitled to prize-money, head-money, &c. 
The committee of Privy Council however 
recommended that a remuneration should 
be given for those ships which were brought 
away from Toulon, and afterwards em- 
ployed in his Majesty’s service. It. was 
then referred to the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, and to the Master General of the 
Ordnance, to report the value of those 
ships, and of the ordnance and stores taken 
in them. The Lords of the Admiralty re- 
ported the value of the ships at 236,7421. 
and the value of the ordnance and stores 
at 28,5941. 14s. 10$d, On these reports 
being received, the Committee of Council 
recommended the granting of a remunera- 
tion to Lord Hood, which was approved 
of by his Majesty in council, and it was 
upon this recommendation approved of by 
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his Majesty, that he submitted the propo- 
sition for remuneration to the committee, 
In considering this subject, let it be re- 
membered, that in this instance, the offi- 
cers and seamen of his Majesty’s navy had 
been favoured in a similar manner to that 
now proposed. <At-the Helder several 
Dutch ships were taken possession of by 
Admiral Mitchell, in the name of the 
Stadtholder ; and without detracting from 
the merit of that service, would any man 
say that the service performed by Lord 
Hood at Toulon, did not establish at least 
an equal claim to the gratitude ef the 
country ? The ships taken at the Helder, 
were libelled in the Court of Admiralty, 
but never condemned: the ships taken by 
Lord Hood, at Toulon, had not been li- 
belled; but, would any man say, that if 
they had, they might not have been con- 
demned. The distinction, however, was 
immaterial, The value was given for the 
ships taken at the Helder. ‘The two other 
instances were, the ships destroyed by 
Lord Nelson at Aboukir, and those de- 
stroyed and taken at Copenhagen, in both 
which compensation was given. He only 
asked that the House would not, in this 
instance, take advantage of the want of 
condemnation, and that they would give 
the officers and seamen employed at Tou¢ 
lon the value of those ships which they 
had taken, and which had been employed 
in his Majesty’s service. It might be asked, 
if the claim he now made was so just, how 
it happened that it was not brought for- 
ward sooner? From the nature of the 
terms agreed upon with respect to the 
ships taken possession of, it was evident 
it could not be brought forward during the 
war. Afterwards, some time was taken up 
in the consideration of the subject. The 
reports of the Board of Admiralty and 
Ordnance were made on the 31st of March 
and the Ist of April last year. ‘There was 
no necessity to recal to the recollection of 
gent. how much govt. and parliament had 
been employed from the 1st of April to the 
end of the last session. On the Sist of 
Aug. the Privy Council finally recom- 
mended the remuneration, and it was ap- 
proved of by his Majesty. He did not 
think it proper to bring forward a subject 
of such importance in the present session 
previous to the Christmas recess, when the 
attendance was thin, and afterwards it had 
been delayed from obvious reasons. He 
wished, however, that whatever blame 
might be attached to the delay, it might be 





1065] 


wholly 
not be 
Hood, 
were | 
trustec 
and in 
ways | 
and B 
movin: 
be grat 
to the 
mand 
Toulo 
ships a 
that oc 
on bos 
Mr. 
excelle 
Toulo: 
the ott 
of the 
would 
them 
those 
that, v 
to whc 
a stone 
Mr. 
task te 
where 
and es 
had so 
There 
presen 
cide 01 
the pe 
plain 
detern 
to exé 
House 
right h 
both a 
at one 
the jus 
deed, 
pened 
appeal 
House 
justice 
simply 
posses: 
was pr 
lected 
under 
but he 
tail of 
the tra 
that th 
Conseq 


1065] 


wholly imputed to him, and that it might 
not be suffered to injure the cause of Lord 
Hood, or the officers and seamen who 
were under his command, and who, he 
trusted, would experience that attention 
and indulgence which the House were al- 
ways disposed to shew to British officers 
and British seamen. Te concluded by 
moving, that a sum not exceeding 265,336]. 
be granted tohis Majesty, to be distributed 
to the officers and seamen under the com- 
mand of Lord Hood at the capture of 
Toulon, being the estimated value of the 
ships and vessels taken pessession of upon 
that occasion, and the ordnance and stores 
on board them. 

Mr. Pierrepoint bore testimony to the 
excellent character left behind them at 
Toulon by Lord Hood, Lord Hotham, and 
the other Officers serving there. Had any 
of them fallen in that affair, the House 
would not have hesitated to have voted 
them a monument; and with respect to 
those who survived, let it not be said, 
that, when living, you denied them bread, 
to whom, if dead, you would have given 
a stone. 

Mr. George Johnstone felt it a painful 
task to oppose a motion like the present, 
where personal feelings were interested, 
and especially the feelings of persons who 
had so signally deserved of their country. 
There was a distinction to be taken in the 
present question, it was intended to de- 
cide on the interest, not on the honour of 
the persons concerned. But to make it 
plain and distinct, it was only necessary to 
determine it was a question of right; or 
to examine whether it came before the 
House as a case of liberality? Perhaps the 
right hon. gent. intended to make it assume 
both aspects. For his arguments appealed 
at one time to the liberality, at another to 
the justice of the'House. It was true, in- 
deed, that in such cases, it seldom hap- 
pened that the liberality of the House was 
appealed to in vain.—If, however, the 
House was to decide according to strict 
justice, the question before them would 
simply be, whether the capture, or the 
Possession rather, of the ships at Toulon, 
Was prize or no prize? This might be col- 
lected from attention to the circumstances 
under which they came into our power ; 

ut he was not willing to enter into a de- 
tail of the particulars which accompanied 
the transaction. It was enough to state, 
that the ships came into our possession in 
‘onsequence of a convention. Then we 
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did not take possession of them by cap- 
ture, but by virtue of a treaty. When the 
condition on which they came into our 
possession could not be fulfilled, the power 
to dispose of them then devolved on his 
Majesty, not on those who merely took 
possession of them. ‘The only case which 
the right hon. gent. thought strictly in 
point with the present, was that of the 
capture at the Helder. But between these 
two cases, in his mind, there was no just 
analogy. In the Helder case we took for- 
cible possession of the ships: they at- 
tempted to remove from our attack, but 
we followed them, and stood close in with 
them in array of battle. In corroboration 
of this assertion, the hon. gent. read to the 
House several passages of the Dutch Ad- 
miral’s answer to the summons of our 
Admiral calling on him to hoist the 
Orange flag. They confessed themselves 
to be, and were in reality, made prisoners 
of war. Where then was the analogy be~ 
tween the two cases? at Toulon the whole 
business was done by a convention. The 
right hon. gent. says, the ships were li- 
belled in the Court of Admiralty: if so, 
the question may be simply decided on 
that point. Let it be determined under 
the prize act whose property they are, 
and if they are declared to be that of 
Lord Hood, he should not hesitate a mo- 
ment in acceding to the motion. The 
prizes at the Helder were adjudged by a 
legal decision. But was 236,000l. a tri- 
fling sum under the present impaired and 
labouring state of our finances; or if such 
a sum is thus to be voted away in the pre- 
sent situation of the country, are not the 
land forces, who co-operated with the fleet 
in that service, entitled to their share of 
the reward? It was unfair to acknowledge 
the right of the one, without attending to 
the claims of the other.—But if the right 
existed, no one would more cheerfully 
concur in the vote than himself. But let 
it be submitted to the decision of the 
learned gent. opposite him (Sir Wm. 
Scott); it was for him to declare whether 
they were prize or not, and by that proper 
decisian he should abide; if there was no 
right, why vote away asum of so large 
an amount. It was incompatible with 
that system of economy which the right 
hon. gent. seemed anxious to pursue, and 
for which he gave him the greater credit, 
as a contrary lesson had been taught him 
by his predecessor. But again, he had 
only to repeat, let the question be tried 





3067] 


before the proper tribunal; let the ships be 
declared prize or no prize, and then the 
question might easily be decided. 

Sir Home Popham.—Sir; the question 
before the Committee, on which I did not 
expect any difference of opinion, is so in- 
timately connected with the profession to 
which I have the honour of belonging, that 
I cannot resist offering a few remarks on 
the subject, especially as neither the right 
hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or 
the hon. gent. wno spoke last have fairly 
and correctly stated the case with respect 
to this point; whether the French fleet was 
delivered over to the noble and gallant 
Admiral, or whether it was taken posses- 
sion of by a military operation. That the 
operation might have been combined I 
have no doubt, and that intercourse might 
have been had with some of the factious in 
Toulon is also very probable, but the pre- 
dominant feature was certainly military. 
On the 23d of August Lord Hood appeared 
off Toulon with 14 sail of the line, where 
he found Admiral St. Julien (a creature 
of the Republic) in command of the French 
fleet of seventeen sail of the line, and who 
had suspended Admiral Trogoffe from all 
his functions and command, and conse- 
quently all the expected co-operation on 
the part of Trogoffe was at an end, and 
the gallant admiral decided to attack the 
French fleet in the formidable position in 
which it was moored; and like a great 
general (having long established his cha- 
racter as a great admiral) he disembarked 
the part of the army serving in his fleet 
with the marines, and took possession of 
Fort La Malgue. After this was achieved, 
did be not send a flag of truce to St. Julien, 
the French admiral, and make a disposi- 
tion to attack his fleet at anchor from the 
batteries of La Malgue and the co-opera- 
tion of the British fleet? These prepara- 
tions, and the name of the noble admiral, 
and the recollection of the victories that 
composed its glory, had the greatest effect 
on St. Julien; the British admiral’s con- 
duct at Basse Terre, where he manguvred 
the French admiral De Grasse from his 
anchorage, ,and took possession.of it, was 
fresh in St. Julien’s memory, he knew he 
had to contend with a man who had been 
in the habits of turning his countrymen 
out of their roadsteads, and taking posses- 
sion of them ; and that the same military 
talent might be applied here. Shall we, 
says St. Julien to jhis partizans, give ano- 
ther opportunity ARE a new Jaurels to 
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the English flag, and increasing the dis. 
grace of France. No! Let us retire, [et 
us join the army of Carteaux, rather than 
risk the issue of a battle. These were the 
motives which induced St. Julien to desert 
his fleet, accompanied with the crews 
of seven ships most attached to him, at 
the very moment the British admiral was 
about to enter to attack him. Can this 
then be called a convention? No! there 
was no condition, no convention between 
the contending commanders. And even 
in this, as well as after Lord Hood entered 
Toulon, he was seen to act not only asa 
gallant naval officer, but also as a great 
general, and consummate statesman ; and 
then whether the fleet surrendered, or was 
taken in trust for Louis XVI. the opera. 
tion to all intents and purposes must be 
considered as a military operation, andis 
entitled to the highest praise. It was dif 
ficult to say upon what ground a claim so 
well founded, could be objected. If the 
idea is to go abroad that the liberality of 
the House will not show itself to signal 
services at the recommendation of his Ma 
jesty, what discouraging effects may it not 
produce? Even at this moment, when 
Lord Nelson is blockading that same port 
of Toulon ; when perhaps he is on the eve 
of capturing the French Fleet either by va. 
lour or negociation, is it to be held out 
that for such services as these there is to 
be no reward, because they may be said to 
be achieved by a convention. I contend 
that Lord Hood’s conduct throughout the 
whole of this business, evinced the highest 
sense of honour, and the most refined deli- 
cacy.—The question, in my opinion, Is of 
the first importance, and I recommend itto 
the serious consideration of the House, 
and warn them how they permit either s0- 
phistry, or a mere quibble of the law to 
frustrate the claims of acknowledged me- 
rits to the strongest proofs of their libe- 
rality. Aware of the great, and interest- 
ing business now standing-in succession In 
the order of the day, I shall not trouble 
the committee further, and earnestly hope 
the remuneration recommended by his 
Majesty in council will be voted without 
another dissentient voice. ; 

Mr. Creevey considered this motion 
involve a question more proper for the 
Admiralty Court to decide upon than that 
House; and as he knew nothing more dav 
gerous than any interference on the patt ? 
the House with whatever belonged to the 
jurisdiction of the courts of law, he should 
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therefore conceive it his duty to oppose 
the motion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequé? éx- 
plained what he had said with respect to the 
original capture of those ships. He admit- 
fed that there was something of the charac- 
ter of a convention about it, but not such 
an one as that attributed to it by the 
learned gent. on the other side. He de- 
nied that he had ever pressed this motion 
asa claim of right. He urged it as an ap- 
peal to the liberality of the House ; and he 
confessed that he felt it to be an appeal to 
something more than liberality, consider- 
ing all the circumstances, although he had 
relied on that principally, and he was 
persuaded it was that to which a deserving 
British officer could never apply in vain. 
When the peculiar nature of this case was 
candidly viewed; when the time which 
those ships had been in use, and the bene- 
ft resulting therefrom to the country was 
considered, he trusted that no difference 
of opinion could arise as to the pro- 
prety of granting to those gallant officers 
a full equivalent, particularly as it must 
be recollected that the application was 
not new in principle, but recognized by 
the cases te which he had already referred ; 
cases which he contended were analogous 
to that before the committee. 

Dr. Laurence wished it to be distinctly 
inderstood, that liberality was the only 
ground upon which this proposition rested ; 
and, in such a case, he certainly was not 
disposed to be a niggardly remunerator to 
any of those gallant men who formed the 
pide and glory of the country. The 
learned gent. took notice of the remarks 
ofthe hon. admiral (Sir H. Popham) that 
we should accede to the motion before the 
committee, lest the rejection of it should 
damp the zeal of our fleets, particularly 
tat now probably before Toulon. For 
himself, he felt no apprehension on that 
score. Whatever might be the result of 
the present metion, he knew the gallant 
ind disinterested character of our navy toe 
well, to suppose that any consideration of 
gtit could stimulate them, or any appre- 
hénsioa of loss could restrain them, frorn | 
the utmost exertion of their duty. He re- 
tOmmended that further time should be 
tiken fully te examine the nature of this 
question, before the motion should be 
idopted ; ‘and that a motion of this nature 
iduld be preceded by a resolution of the 
House as to the fact ofthe merit ofthe force to 
Wot ‘the’proposed reward was'to ve given. 
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He concladed with acknowledging the con- 
duct of Miiisters, in thus submitting the 
measure to the consideration of the House, 
to be nothing more than a performance of 
their duty, but deprecated any hasty de- 
cision. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
that the learned gent. had done ministers 
nothing more than justice in stating that 
they had brought this motion forward from 
a sense of duty. As to the distinction 
made between the grounds of right and 
liberality, the proposition of this claim to 
Parliament was itself a proof that it was 
not conceived to rest upon the ground of 
right; for if it was, no such application 
need have been made. Neither of the 
cases referred ‘to, namely, those of the 
Helder and Copenhagen, were brought bes 
fore Parliament. ‘The right of his Ma- 
jesty to grant a remuneration for those 
ships was not doubted ; but yet, from the 
amount of the present claim, and from the 
time which had gone by since the expedi- 
tion to Toulon, referred to in the motion, 
an application to Parliament was deemed 
the proper mode of proceeding. 

Sir Home Popham, in allusion to the 
notice taken of his sentiments by thé 
learned gent. on the lower bench, said, 
that perhaps in his anxiety for the adop- 
tion of the motion before the House, he 
might have used expressions too strong ; 
but yet he hoped it was not supposed that 
he could be capable of thinking a British 
seaman would be influenced by such mo- 
tives as the learned gent. had inferred 
from those expressions. 

Dr. Laurence said he had only animad- 
verted on the sentiments referred to by the 
hon. admiral, in order to have it dis- 
claimed. 

Mr. William Smith thought, that when- 
ever a British Ilouse of Commons was 
called upon to vote away such a sum, their 
disposition to investigate the reasons on 
which they were so called, ought not to 
be counteracted by the expectation of any 
‘The. matter itself was 
of sufficient importance. If he was to 
consult miérely what, generally speaking, 
was due to the glorious exertions of thé 
navy; if he weré to consult his own feel- 
ings for many in that service with whom 
he was connected, he should not feel a 
tnoment’s doubt as to the voting of the 
money, and, indeed, he had come down 
to the House with a disposition to do so 5 


‘but ‘he must confess, that what he:had ¢l- 
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ready heard in the course of this debate, 
had made a considerable change in his 
mind. He did not incline to think, that 
the gallant officer had put the business on 
itsproper ground. He rather leaned to 
the statement of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, that this was not a question of 
right, but one of liberality. Now this was 
a very good reason for a little longer time 
for enquiry. The quantum of the remu- 
neration would depend upon the danger, 
the importance, and the brilliancy of the 
exploit. Then again, the gallant officer 
had admitted, that the army were con- 
cerned in the business. No one could 
possibly praise the exertions of the British 
navy too much; no one could possibly 
feel disposed to praise them more highly 
than himself; but surely if the army were 
employed in that transaction, we ought 
not to reward one branch of service alone, 
unless any considerable reasons were given 
for it. The papers might have laid on the 
table ever since last Jan. but that mere 
circumstance did not suppose every indi- 
vidual member to be acquainted with 
them. It was not so material to know 
when the papers were first laid on the 
table, as when the notice was first given, 
which was but one or two days back : but 
that, in affairs of importance, was not time 
enough. He thought there were grounds 
sufficient to lead to a farther examination 
of the subject, and for that purpose toa 
little delay, which, he hoped, would not 
be productive of any ill consequences to 
any of the parties. At the same time, he 
begged to say, that he was sorry to feel it 
a duty to interpose any further delay be- 
tween the generosity of the public, and 
the convenience of those who had served 
it. The length of time that had clapsed, 
might have almost exhausted them, and 
“< hope deferred,” might make ‘“ the 
heart sick.” 

Admiral Berkeley said, that the soldiers 

on board Lord Hood’s fleet at the time 
the French ships were taken possession of, 
were unquestionably entitled to their share 
of this prize money, but none of the troops* 
which arrived at Toulon subsequent to 
that transaction. 
.. The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
that there was no doubt that soldiers in the 
situation on board described by the hon. 
admiral, would, in the distribution of the 
prize-money, be considered as marines. 

Sir William Scott declined to give any 
opinion upon the general question impli- 


| 





cated in this motion, as it came to be de. 
cided upon by him in other circumstances ; 
but with respect to the subject alluded to 
by his right hon, friend who spoke last, he. 
stated that soldiers serving on board the 
fleets were entitled to their share of prize- 
money as marines. 

Mr. Kinnaird considered this a question 
of much importance. He would ask, 
whether, if the Bourbon family should be 
restored to the throne of France, this 
House might not be again called upon to 
give a remuneration for those ships. He 
thought such a claim in such an event not 
improbable, and for that and other rea- 
sons stated, he would oppose the motion, 
and move the previvus question.—This 
motion was considered irregular in a com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Johnstone observed that Lord Mul- 
grave was at Toulon, and asked if it was 
intended in the proposed distribution of 
this prize-money that his lordship should 
share as a marine? The hon. member said, 
that he understood there were 4 regiments 
of land forces at Toulon, who were enti- 
tled to their proportion of this remunera- 
tion. 

Admiral Berkeley said, there were only 
2 regiments serving as marines. 

Sir Charles Pole observed, that the force 
which was at Toulon under gen. O'Hara, 
arrived after the ships were captured, and 
therefore had no claim to any of this mo- 
ney proposed to be voted. 

Mr. Windham thought the result of all 
the discussion was this, that the House 
could not new come to any decision upon 
the subject, and considering this question 


exceedingly complicated, he wished that 
further time should be allowed to examine 
its details; so fully persuaded was he of 


the necessity for such time, that if any 
hon. member would move the chairman 
should leave the chair, he would support 
him. 

Mr. Kinnaird rose, and moved that the 
chairman should leave the Chair.—This 
motion was negatived without a division, 
and the original motion was carried. The 
Héuse resumed, and the report was 0! 
dered to be received to-morrow. 

{Intsu Mizitra Orrer Bitt.J—Mr. 
Secretary Yorke moved the consideration 
of his Majesty’s message, relative to the 
offers made hy several regiments of Irish 
militia to extend their services to this 
country. ; 

Sir Francis Burdett said, he did not 
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mean to oppose the motion; but this was 
asubject of very great importance at any 
tine, and more so at the present; it was 
a subject that was likely to involve prin- 
ciples that must naturally excite the jea- 
lousy of those who were attached to the 
constitution. He would not take up more 
of the time of the House at present, as he 
did not know what measures ministers 
meant to found upon this message ; but he 
could not help expressing the jealousy he 
felt upon the subject. 

Mr. Fuller said, that if gentlemen had 
any objections to state to this measure, 
they ought to state them at once; but if 
they did not know what the measures to 
be proposed were, it would be as well to 
wait till they did, before they expressed 
their objections.—The order of the day 
was then read, and the Speaker having 
read his Majesty’s Message, 

Mr. Secretary Yorke rose, and addressed 
the House to the following effect.—Sir ; in 
calling the attention of the House to the 
message of his. Majesty, which has been 
just read, I conceive that there can exist 
very little doubt of the general concur- 
rence of the House in carrying to the foot 
of the Throne their unanimous expressions 
of joy and satisfaction at the communica- 
tion which has been made, and of this ad- 
ditional proof of the zeal and loyalty of 
the Irish militia. 1 should conceive, Sir, 
that there can hardly be any person in the 
House who can find any difficulty in ex- 
pressing his concurrence and warm appro- 
bation at this generous and spontaneous 
return on the part of the militia of Ireland, 
for an equally generous and spontaneous 
efort which was made on a former occa- 
sion by the militia of England, who offered 
their services to go to Ireland, at a time 
when that country was in a state of consi- 
derable danger. But, as his Majesty’s mes- 
sage applies only to a part of the measures 
that are under the consideration of govt. 
lor augmenting the disposeable part of our 
military force, I hope | shall be excused if I 
advert shartly to other subjects which form 
apart of that general plan. Before I pro- 
ceed to state those poiits, I think it may 
be material to recal the recollection of 
the House to the present state of our mili- 
lary force, because although it has been 
stated on former occasions in a general 
way, yet it has never been stated in that 
distinct and detailed manner which was 
hecessary to make a proper impression 
we the House. After having stated the 

ox. I. . 
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present state of our military force, I shall 
take a short comparative view of our mili- 
tary force at two former periods, viz. in 
Oct. 1801, when the preliminaries of the 
peace were signed, and in April 1803, 
immediately after bis Majesty’s message. 
The total of the regular force on the Ist of 
this month, including cavalry, infantry, 
and militia, amounted to 252,841 men; 
this body consisted in round numbers of 
20,324 regular cavalry, 133,260 regular 
infantry, and 99,257 militia, The num- 
ber of the artillery at the same period 
amounted to 14,202 men, making altoge- 
ther the actual state of our. force on the 
Ist of this month 267,043 men. Now, 
with respect to the comparative view 
which I proposed to take of our. force. 
at two former periods; on the Ist of 
Oct. 1801, the effective strength of. the 
army amounted to 266,800 men ; the ar- 
tillery to 12,287, making together above 
279,000 men; consequently, taking the 
whole of our force together, and compar- 
ing them at those two periods, viz. Oct. 
1801, and March 1804, it will be found 
that our force, now that we have only been 
engaged about 10 months in war, is within 
13 or 14,000 men of the amount of the 
army, at the close of a war which lasted 
nine years, The number of cavalry in 
Oct. 1801, was 26,350; but it should be 
recollected, that the cavalry is a force that 
cannot be raised so quickly as infantry, 
and that the number of our cavalry was 
thought at that time by many gent. to 
be greater than was necessary.—I have 
now, Sir, stated very shortly, but very 
accurately, the comparative strength of 
our military force at the two periods to 
which I have alluded, and having done so, 
I will leave it to the fair and unprejudiced 
determination of any man, whether theré 
are any grounds for those charges which 
some gent. are so constantly in the habit of 
throwing out, of the want of exertion on 
the part of his Majesty’s ministers, and of 
the neglect of the military force of the 
country.—Now, Sir, with regard to our 
force in April, 1803, immediately pre- 
vious to the rupture with France: it 
amounted at that time in G. Britain and 
Ireland to 124,843 men. Now, Sir, I 
will state the distribution of our force at 
the two periods to which I have alluded. 
The total of force in G. Britain and [re- 
land in Oct. 1801, including militia, was 
170,426 men; in April, 1803, 124,343, 
and in March, 1804, 199,993 men; wuich 
3¥ 
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is near 30,000 men more inG. Britain and 
Ireland than there was at the close of the 
last war, and near 60,000 men more than 
there was in April last, immediately be- 
fore the commencement of the war.—But 
there is another view in which I wish the 
House to consider this subject, that is to 
say, the difference of the numbers of the 
regular troops at the different periods. By 
regular troops, I do not mean only troops 
disposable for foreign service. ‘The num- 
ber of regular troops in Ireland in Oct. 
1801, was 12,220 men; at present there 
are in Ireland 28,870 regular infantry, 
which form 30 battalions of as fine and 
as well-disciplined troops as this country 
ever possessed. It may be said that the 
danger in the former war was not so great 
as that with which we were now threatened, 
but I will venture to say that there were 
many periods of the last war, and particu- 
larly at the time of the Northern confede- 
racy, when the danger was greater (I will 
not say than it is now, because we are 
fally prepared, but was greater) than it 
was some months ago. Without occupy- 
ing the House longer upon this subject, 1 
May venture to say, that as far as the 
defence of this country is concerned, 
particularly if the number of volunteers 
is considered, it requires no extraordi- 
nary degree of courage not to feel much 
alarm at any threatened attack of the 
the enemy. That no degree of exertion 
has been wanting on the part of the execu- 
tive govt. is, I think, clearly proved, if the 
number of men be conSidered that have 
been raised during the present war. The 
total number of men raised for the public 
service, for the regulars, militia, army of 
teserve, and seamen, since the commence- 
iment of the war, is 192,606 men; and it 
ought also to be recollected, that this 
force was raised at a time when provisions 
were cheap, when the manufactures were 
flourishing, and, consequently, when there 
were not such strong inducements to men 
to enter into the army or navy. When all 
these circumstances are taken into consi- 
deration, let, any man judge whether mi- 
nisters have or have not made any exer- 
tions. I také no credit to myself and my 
colleagues for these exertions, because in 
making them, we.have only done our duty. 
But I wish to have this point considered as 
established, that as far as relates to our 
defensive force, there is no reason to 
repine at what “has been done. — This 
point being established with regard to our 
defensive force, thenext question is, whg- 
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ther we have a sufficient offensive and dis. 
poseable force? I am of opinion that we 
ought not to confine ourselves to mere 
measures of defence, but that we ought to 
look forward to what may happen in the 
course of the war. Suppose, in some 
happy day, the continent of Europe should 
endeavour to rescue itself from that yoke 
of iron bondage in which it is placed, and 
which has levelled kings and governments 
in the dust; it must be admitted that it 
would be desirable that this country 
should avail itself of such an opportunity 
if it occurred; but even if it should not, 
this country by itself may have an oppor- 
tunity of reducing the enemy to reason, of 
convincing him that we are more power- 
ful than he supposes us to be, and that we 
are more. than able to contend single- 
handed against him. Upon these grounds, 
[ think it would be adviseable to augment 
our disposeable force, and such an aug- 
mentation had been determined upon by 
his Majesty’s govt. ; it had not yet been 
put into execution, but it was ready to be 
done to such an extent as might be deem- 
ed proper. The augmentation which had 
been already ordered, extended to the ca- 
valry and to the foot guards ; the increase 
in the cavalry was about 3500, and the 
foot guards above 2000. In addition to 


‘this, it is proposed to raise 8 new regiments 


of 1000 men each, and 10 new battalions 
of 1000 men also each, to be added to 10 of 
the strongest of the old regiments: and 
this augmentation was to be connected 
with an augmentation which was to be 
made to the foreign troops in our -serviee. 
It is perfectly well known, that there was 
in the last war, a very large body of fo- 
reign troops in our service: and it must 
be equally obvious that there are greater 
difficulties in recruiting that species of 
force now, than there was in the last war 
The foreign troops now in our service he 
would take at 8000 men; and in’addition 
to this was to be considered the levies now 
making in our American and West Indian 
possessions, which I should estimate.at 
4000 men. If the Llouse should concur in 
the propriety of this addition to our regus 
lar force, then the next question to be 
considered is, 1st, by what direct medium 
you can effect and encourage that aug- 
mentation; and, 2d, what collateral means 
you can use in the attainment of that ob- 
ject. With regard to the Ist of these 
points, I hope that the House will not be 
dissatisfied-with me if I do not propos 
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the army, if I do not now enter into the 
consideration of the question, whether it 
would or would not be right to introduce 
the principle of limited service into our 
army? I by no means wish to contend, 
that this is not a question very well de- 
serving of consideration ; it is one which I 
have considered, and upon which I have 
formed my opinion, and whenever the sub- 
ject is fairly taken up, I have no objection 
to state it, but Iam sure it is a subject 
which the House would not listen to, unless 
it had been previously considered by the 
military part of the administration. It is 
asubject that not only requires great con- 
sideration, but even, if it should be 
adopted, requires a great deal of time to 
carry into effect. It has been adopted in 
the Austrian service, that is to say, the 
principle was adopted immediately after 
the treaty of Luneville, but it was deter- 
mined that it should not take effect till 
1804. But I am sure I need not state the 
material difference that subsists between 
the Austrian service and ours ; the Troops of 
Austria are all concentrated within herown 
continental dominions, and are not spread, 
as the troops of G, Britain necessarily are, 
over distant continental possessions. With 
regard, then, to the direct means that we 
ought to adopt for encouraging and effect- 
ing this augmentation, my opinion is, after 
the best consideration I can give the sub- 
ject, that the best way would be to re- 
move all competition with the recruiting 
service, and to put a stop to all great 
bounties, which were not only a great 
grievance, by obstructing the recruiting 
service, but encouraged desertion. This 
may be considered as a great admission on 
the part of Ministers, and as an acknow- 
ledgment of the justice of the reasoning 
which some gent. have always made use of. 
But I cannot consider the question in that 
point of view, I think the measures adopted 
by ministers last year were right, but the 
question is, whether these measures are 
necessary now ? But, if I am right in my 
opinion, that this competition ought to be 
stopped, thenext question is, whence does 
this competition arise? It arose from the 
militia and from the army of reserve. 
With regard to the militia, the competition 
certainly was very great last year, be- 
cause the whole militia was to be raised ; 
but now the militia was very nearly com- 
plete, for there did not want to complete 


the English militia 5000 men, and the 


Irish was complete within 150. The 5000 
men necessary to complete the militia, will 
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not, I am sure, be considered as forming 
any thing like a competition with the army 
in a country of such extent as this, and 
containing such a number of fighting men as 
we know by the official returns it contains ; 
such a competition is hardly worth noticing. 
We then come to the army of reserve. 
Though I still maintain my opinion, that- 
the army of reserve bills were salutary 
and useful, yet now as they have, in a 
great measure, had the effect which was 
expected from them, it becomes necessary 
to consider whether their operation should 
be any longer continued. The bill to 
which I allude passed on the Oth of July 
last; on the 20th of Aug. there were 
raised under that bill 15,905 men; on the 
24th of Sept. they amounted to 24,701; 
and in the month of Nov, last to 25,489 
men, I will ask any man in this House 
to tell me, by what other means a si- 
milar body of men-could have been 
raised in so short a time? The total num- 
ber of men in G. Britain and Ireland, 
raised under the army of reserve bill, was 
36,845 men, of whom no less than 10,646 
had entered for general service into the re- 
giments of the line. During the time 
these men were raising, I admit that the 
recruiting for the army has not increased ; 
but, on the other hand, I contend it has 
not diminished, notwithstanding all this 
competition. I am also ready to admit, 
that for the last 2 or 3 months, the army 
of reserve has scarcely maintained itself; 
that is to say, the number of recruits have 
been fully balanced by the number of de- 
serters; for I am sorry to say, that the 
practice of desertion has got to a very 
great pitch in the neighbourhood of the 
metropolis; and this has been very much 
increased by the very high bounties that 
have been given, and at the same time the 
practice of crimping has increased. In 
order to remedy these evils, I would pro- 
pose, as the most effectual means to attain 
that object, not to repeal the army of re- 
serve bills, but to suspend them for a li- 
mited time;° and with regard to those 
counties which have not furnished their 
regular quota of men, I would: propose 
that they should pay a pecuniary compen- 
sation according to the number of men 
they were deficient. This cannot be con- 
sidered as unjust, because those counties 
are now subject to very heavy fines for 
not having completed their. number~ of 
men. This is one of the measures which 
I mean to propose, and I think the army 


yOf reserve bills should be postponed’ in 
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Ireland, as well as in G. Britain. If the 
House thould think proper to adopt this 
proposition, it would have the immediate 
effect of destroying all competition, and 
consequently of reducing the great boun- 
ties. It would also, I think, put an end 
to the practice of crimping, and prevent 
desertion. With regard to the other 
means which I propose to adopt, it is now 
not necessary to enter into any detail 
upon the subject: by the plan I have pro- 
posed, the whole recruiting service will be 
thrown into the hands of the army, and in 
that case they will have an opportunity of 
regulating the bounties. With regard to 
bounties, it is the opinion of the most 
experienced officers I have conversed with, 
that these high bounties are by no means 
cessary ; it is sufficient if they are liberal, 
but the great point is, that they should be 
fixed and certain; it is now proposed that 
they should not exceed 10 guineas. This 
certainly is a mere military question, and 
it is upon the opinion of the most experi- 
enced military men that I have conversed 
with, that I have formed my own, I 
think also, that some means should be 
taken to recruit the army of reserve out 
of those who are not fit for foreign ser- 
vice, or who do not choose to engage for 
it. With regard to the collateral means; 
the first is that which is recommended in 
the King’s message ; for by bringing over 
10,000 of the Irish militia to this country, 
it will enable us to set at liberty 10,000 of 
our troops, and to render them disposable 
for foreign service. But in order to pre- 
vent any defalcation in the Irish esta- 
blishment, I mean to propose that the 
Irish militia, which now only consists of 
18,000 men, should be carried to the 
point at which they were last war, that is 
to say, 28,000 men. I should therefore 
propose, in the first instance, to move for 
an address to his Majesty, in the terms to 
which I alluded in the commencement of 
my speech: I should then move for leave 
to bring in a bill, to enable his Majesty to 
accept this offer of sérvice from the Irish 
militia ; next, I should propose to bring 
in a bill for augmenting the Irish militia ; 
and, lastly, I should propose to bring in 
a bill for suspending the army of reserve 
bill for one year. I am not aware that there 
is any thing more with which it is neces- 
sary for me to trouble the House, except 
only upon one point which I omitted to 
mention before, but which ought by no 
means to be lost sight of, I mean the 
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state of the volunteer force. By the 
latest returns I have seen, after critical 
inspection, the number of men, effectual 
and present, was, of cavalry 27,000, ar- 
tillery 4000, and infantry 500,000; these 
were not men ‘Upon paper, but effective 
and present. ‘I'he cavalry were all, of 
course, completely arméd, the infautry in 
all the maritime countries were also arm- 
ed, as were the greater part of those in 
the interior counties. I think I can ven- 
ture to say, that of the volunteer infantry 
250,000 are completely armed, and, from 
the great exertions that are making, I am 
sure the remainder will in a very short 
time have their muskets; and, in case of 
any sudden emergency, they might be 
armed with pikes, great numbers of which 
have been issued out. Whatever gents, 
may say of this volunteer force, I contend 
that a large proportion of them are as 
well disciplined as the militia were at the 
commencement of the last war; and it 
would be but candid, if gents. when they 
spoke of the volunteers, would recollect 
that they were in a very different state 
from that in which they were 5 or 6 
months ago; but it has been the constant 
fashion to represent them as if they were 
no farther advanced in discipline than 
they were when they were first embodied, 
In addition to this force, there are 25,000 
sea fencibles, who would, I have no doubt, 
prove themselves of the greatest service, 
if ever the enemy should make an attempt 
at invading this country with their boasted 
flotilla.—The right hon, gent. concluded 
with moving the address. .The address 
having been read from the Chair, 
Mr, Pitt rose and said—I do not rise, 
Sir, to trouble the House with any discus: 
sion at present; the subject is indeed well 
deserving the attention of the [louse ; but 
the more proper period for discussing It 
will be when the different topics enlarged 
upon by the right hon. gent. to-night shall 
be brought forward in the shape of bills, 
when I shall take anv opportunity of deli- 
vering my sentiments more at large. To 
this address I concur in common with the 
House, and all those who recollect * with 
pleasure the cordiality and zeal of the mi- 
litia of this country, who set to those of 
Ireland an example which has excited 
their emulation, and which they now, 9 
much to their honour, imitate: this 184 
subject on which there can be no differetce 
of opinion, but in which we must all feel 
equal delight. I do not think this an 0¢- 
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casion On which it is necessary to enter at 
all into any discussion of the very interest- 
ing and important topics with which the 
right hon. gent. prefaced his motion for 
this address. I beg leave to say, that 
having expressed myself, in the course of 
the subject now under our discussion, dis- 
satisfied, in many respects, as to the state 
of the military defence, and not being able 
to relieve my mind upon the whole of 
that subject, [ must repeat that I retain 
the same sentiments still. I will, however, 
freely own, that I am, in many respects, 
satisfied with what I have heard to-night; 
I must, however, declare also, that when- 
ever I have ventured to trouble the House 
upon this subject, I never différed from 
the right hon. gent. in one proposition 
which his speech to-night proved, namely, 
that as far as numbers go, there is no sub- 
ject of blame to be attached any where ; 
it has never been contested by me, that 
the numbers raised’ in the course of the 
present war are not abundantly sufficient 
to meet any view which any reasonable 
person can entertain of the necessity for 
our defence. How far, in tbe raising such 
numbers, merit is to be allowed to his Ma- 
jesty’s government—how much they have 
done to procure the proper means to im- 
prove such numbers, and render them ef- 
ficient by discipline—how much encou- 
ragement has been held out to some de- 
scriptions of persons composing a part of 
those numbers—how far ministers have 
proceeded to give to the country the be- 
nefit it might have had in proportion to 
such numbers raised by active exertions 
and prudent policy, are questions “which 
are not necessarily to be mixed in this 
debate. I shall not introduce any topics 
of that nature at present; whatever share 
govt. may have had in producing these 
humbers of men for the geteral defence 
of the country, the ardour, the zeal, and 
the energy of the country, is manifested 
more than even the numbers can convey ; 
and this affords to us the best pledge for 
our security in the hour of attack, and 
consciousness of invincible strength in the 
hour of danger ; a security, indeed, against 
any danger by which this country may be 
threatened, and an assurance of triumph 
over any difficulty with which we may 
have to contend. But there is another 
point which cannot be cured by zeal, and 
that is, whether the energy of the persons 
thus raised has been well directed? Whe- 
ther they have been brought forward and 
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improved in discipline, so as to render 
their natural force most serviceable, and 
made most available to the security of 
their country? That is a point involving 
matters which it may be extremely inte 
resting and highly important to discuss 
hereafter at a convenient opportunity; 
but I will not introduce these topics 
into discussion, to embarrass the subject 
of the present day; I shall leave them 
to subsequent occasions, of which there 
will be many when the bills come before 
us: but while I say 1 feel some satisfaction 
from what I heard to-night from the right 
hon. gent., I mean that my satisfaction 
arises chiefly from the amount of our force 
called into activity for our service, and 
the zeal and energy which the country has 
manifested for that purpose. In no part 
of the country do I apprehend any defi- 
ciency in zeal and energy; and with the 
magnitude of our force, in a collective 
sense, I am satisfied.—On none of these 
points have I any anxiety; but on the 
subject of rightly improving such force by 
discipline, and rendering it more and more 
efficient for its purpose, have I day after 
day expressed my anxiety in this House; 
and this is the great point on which I wish 
the public may never have reason to regret 
that more has not been done early in this 
case. Upon that matter I only throw out 
this as a hint, for at present I shall say no 
more upon it; neither will I enter mi- 
nutely into other matters at this moment. 
I would just observe in passing, that with 
respect to the militia, I am of opinior, 
care should be taken that it be not made 
use of in a way that may impede the pro- 
gress of the regular army, or any other 
disciplined force; and unless I shall see 
occasion to change my opinion, I shall 
have to state more at large my sentiments 
upon this subject hereafter, and to submit, 
that under the present circumstances of 
the country, it will be. desirable, as va- 
cancies shall occur, that they shall be 
filled up in a different mode than has been 
hitherto adopted: and if they are raised 
by ballot as formerly, yet that they shall 
soon be put in a state in which, when 
trained, they may be at liberty to enlist as 
much as they choose, as men do from the 
militia, and also from the army of reserve, 
into the regular service. I enter as strongly 
as the right hon, gent. himself can do 
into the propriety of preventing as much 
as possible the competition of the services, 
that of mising men for the militia and the 
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army of reserve, interfering with the re- 
cruiting of the regular army. I enter also 
into the spirit, and feel the absolute ne- 
cessity of a measure that may crush the 
abominable practice of crimping. I wish 
very much to see some measure adopted, 
to relieve the country from the great 
weight and pressure of those high and 
enormous bounties, which now have been 
too long given for men in the militia and 
the army of reserve, which has, in addi- 
tion to this evil, another of considerable 
magnitude attached to it, that of temp- 
tation to desertion; but I doubt very 
much whether you will not prevent a great 
deal of progress in the service, if vou do 
not only allow persons from all services 
to enlist as they choose into the regular 
service, but also supply the vacancy in 
some manner like that which is now done 
in the army of reserve, and rendering that 
a species of vehicle, by which to convey 
men who are trained and disciplined into 
the regular service. I throw this out as a 
mere hint for consideration, before the 
progress of the army of reserve is sus- 
pended. The right hon. gent. has not en- 
tered into any detail of the mode by which 
‘he means to raise the men: if he can 
raise as many new regiments and batta- 
lions as may be wanted, by direct recruit- 
ing at moderate bounties, without having 
the circumstance of undue grants in con- 
sequence of it, I shall be glad. If there 
be reasonable hopes of such a plan, I 
should wish it to be tried, and should 
most heartily wish it success. I do not 
say how far it may or may not be advan- 
tageous to the country to adopt a total 
suspension of the army of reserve for a 
while ; but I am strongly of opinion, that 
with a view to the successful augmentation 
of the army, and the keeping it up ef- 
fectually in time of war, it must be done 
by some measure that has at least the 
effect of keeping down bounties, and that 
can never be accomplished until the pre- 
‘sent competition in the services shall have 
been abolished. I think, however, that 
you cannot have the men with the same 
promptness, nor under the same disci- 
pline, without a measure somewhat par- 
taking of the character of your army of 
reserve, and that will operate in different 
parts of the counties more directly than 
any other. Some regulations with regard 
to substitutes, and to confine the boun- 
ties within a moderate compass, will, | 
believe, be found more effectual than any 





other mode. I think, however, that to 
supply the army in this way, will be found 
a more effectual mode than that of the or. 
dinary progress of recruiting for the army 
in the first instance; for I have been told 
by many men of experience, and I haye 
found by my own, that men, as, indeed, 
it is natural we should expect, without ex. 
perience, are more ready to enter into 
that species of service which is limited in 
extent and duration, which is the nature 
of the army of reserve, than into that of 
a general service, which has no limits of 
time or place. This we all experienced 
in the course of the last war in the mili. 
tia. We have already found in this war, 
that men have been ready to enter into 
the army of reserve, independent ofthe 
bounty, on account of the service being 
limited in point of time;.and we have 
found, that when men come together, and 
after they have acquired military habits, 
they take inclinations from each other, 
and are tempted by a natural spirit of cou- 
rage and emulation among their comrades, 
to extend their services, and upon which 
they manifest a desire of going into the 
regular army, and therefore, I believe 
that as a matter of permanent policy, as 
well as that of a temporary purpose, or 
immediate effort, you will find it prudent, 
instead of giving up the system of the 
army of reserve, to retain something of 
its principle, and indeed I collected trom 
the speech we have just heard, it was not 
the intention of the right hon. gent. to 
give it up altogether, but only to suspend 
the provisions of it for a while, I should 
rather think it better to shape the plan of 
the army of reserve differently from what 
it is at present, and to attach it after- 
wards, as much as you may, to the regu 
lar force, by uniting it, by means of mo- 
derate bounties, to the different batta- 
tions, as second regiments or battalions; 


for by this mode you will have all the- 


advantages of local attachments, which 
men have, and the willingness they have 
to go together in almost every service: 
this will, in a considerable degree, be 
always the case where men are raised by 
districts, instead of being collected by 4 
plan of general and indiscriminate re 
cruiting; and the deficiency may be sup. 
plied by fresh ballot. I do not know whé- 
ther I have not branched out further than 
was necessary to express my perfect acqul- 
escence in the present address, reserving, 
as I do, the perfect and entire freedom 
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to speak on the different measures when 
they come befere the House: I have rot 
stated these sentiments or opinions in op- 
position to the motion now before the 
House, but I thought it necessary to 
throw out these ideas, lest it should be 
supposed, by my silence, that I had al- 
tered my opinion in some respects, in con- 
sequence of my seeming to acquiesce in 
all that has been stated by the right hon. 
gent. On the contrary, from what I have 
said now, I trust it appears to the House, 
that nothing which I have taken the li- 
berty, on many former occasions, to re- 
commend in our military system, has been 
in the least degree altered by any proposi- 
tion which I have heard to-night. — 

Mr. Windham.—Sir; as there will be a 
considerable interval between the present 
period, and the final discussion of the sub- 
ject now before the House, I shall not be 
under the necessity of detaining the House 
30 long as I otherwise should, perhaps, 
feel it my duty to do; but it is necessary 
for me to observe, that although the right 
hon. gent. has gone into the whole mea- 
sure at once, on a general statement of 
the matter which he is hereafter to pro- 
pose, which may therefore be hereafter 
discussed; yet those who feel like myself, 
must be anxious not to appear to assent 
to all he states, and therefore I shall say 
afew words on the subject of the message 
from his Majesty, and the address pro- 
posed by the right hon. gent. There can- 
not be the least hesitation to assent to the 
first, and, indeed, what may be called the 
formal part of the address to his Majesty, 
which returns thanks to his Majesty for 
his gracious communication ; as little ob- 
jection can there be made to the acknow- 
ledgment of the zeal of the militia of 
Ireland, or of the people of that country 
in the common cause; but it remains for 
me and for those who think with me to 
say, that we are not prepared to adopt 
measures to carry into execution ahy par- 
ticular plan, until we have had an oppor- 
tunity of considering what that plan is. 
The first and leading objection I have to 
accepting the present offer of the Irish 
nilitia’ is, an objection to the principle of 
the thing, that is, because by it a body of 
men assembled for efficient military pur- 
poses, are to go beyond the terms of their 
original service. I do not say that no 
Condition of things can do away this ob- 
ection, because there may be a condition 
of things which will do away all objections 
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of whatever kind; but I say, that condi- 
tion of things does not exist at this mo- 
ment: and an objection it always will re- 
main, let the condition of things be what 
it may; and the only question is, whe- 
ther such a condition exists as_to over- 
rule that objection. I am of opinion, that 
in the present case, that condition has no 
such force at the present moment. I felt 
this objection strongly at the time the 
English militia made their offer to go to 
Ireland; and however useful, and perhaps 
decisive, that measure was upon the occa- 
sion to which it was applied, certainly 
that measure was not carried into effect’ 
without producing the inconveniences 
which I have alluded to, and which I took 
the liberty of stating at that time. I am 
confirmed, iustead of being shaken, in thé 
opinion I then entertained upon that sub- 
ject; for, indeed, the taking such a ser- 
vice as this, although offered, is nothing 
more than that which may, in some degree, 
be called a departure from good faith: it 
is not a breach of good faith, but it is a 
sort of misprision of good faith; for al- 
though the leading part of such a service 
as this may be voluntary, and the offer 
spontaneous, yet, as to the remainder, it 
may be absolutely compulsory. If a part 
of a large military body make the offer, 
how is the remainder to refuse it? You do 
not seem to know the possible, nor seem 
very clearly to see the probable, conse- 
quences of such measures as these, for 
there are many evils attending them: one 
of these evils, besides the point which 
partakes of the nature of a breach of 
faith, is this; it has a very dangerous ef- 
fect upon military discipline, especially 
upon such a force as that of a militia 
force; and, to illustrate this, I should 
like to ask gent. who went to Ireland with 
our militia, what passed as they were go- 
ing there with their regiments; whether 
they did not hear some things that were 
utterly subversive of discipline? I would 
ask, whether the acceptance of such a ser- 
vice is not a species of suspension of dis- 
cipline ? Putting yourself into a situation 
to ask a favour of a military body of men 
(for a favour this is) cannot be said to be 
free from danger. It may be said, that 
this is only renewing what I fonnerly said: 
that may be true, and yet the observation 
may not have lost its force because it 
happens to have been an old one, and the 
object may be as good now’ as if it had 
never been before made; besides, I do 
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not see that Ireland is less in danger than 
G. Britain. When you say you let loose 
a part of your disposeable force in this 
country, that is to say, that you have so 
far a power to employ as you please, the 
regular force which you could not other- 
wise detach, you must remember, that 
precisely to the same amount you must 
make fast your ‘force in Ireland. I have 
by these measures pretty good testimony 
of the propriety of the opinions I have 
formerly given on these points. This 
asking favour where you ought only to 
command, this begging of them will have 
@ bad effect; it will introduce among our 
military bodies a species of saturnalia 
Which may be extremely dangerous; for 
which reasons, although I agree in the 
first part of the address, as I have stated 
already, yet I dissent from the latter part 
of it. I would really say no more for the 
present purpose, than that we should take 
the matter into our consideration, for I 
think we ought to reserve to ourselves the 
mode in which we shall.proceed, at least 
until we have had some time to deliberate 
upon it, for we should not consider the 
question as a mere transfer of force from 
the one country to the other; but this 
question involves a consideration of in- 
creasing the militia force of Ireland, a 
force which is not raised, as in this coun. 
try, by ballot; and this goes, like many 
other measures to which I and some others 
have been constantly objecting, to the 
prejudice of increasing the regular army, 
and in that view it is particularly objec- 
tionable to me. Many of the proposi- 
tions of the right hon. gent. to-night I 
cannot oppose, without giving up a great 
number of opinions I have delivered on 
various former occasions in this House, 
and in which opinions I have been every 
day more and more convinced, as the 
subjects have been presented to my mind ; 
such as that of the propriety of putting an 
end to the competition of the services by 
which bounties have been increased ; the 
taking the matter of recruiting entirely 
into the hands of govt., instead of leaving 
individuals to vie with each other, and 
creating an expense so enormous and so 
. burthensome. These and some. other 
points stated to-night by the right hon. 
gent. are what I have stated several times, 
and a great while ago in this House. 
These, it seems, are now to be adopted, 
though then it seemed they were not ma- 
ture, and were therefore rejected, It 
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seems as if reason to his Majesty's minis. 
ters was like fruit, not fit to eat in less 
than twelve months, for it is now that diss 
tance of time since they were offered; but 
at last they have been thought fit for the 
table of the right hon. gent. and so they 
have been to-night accordingly ser'ved up, 
Upon one point I would ask tor informa. 
tion, whether the new regiments are to be 
raised by recurring to the old and ruinous 
system of recruiting for rank, and if so, 
whether ministers can hope for any power 
of legislation in such a case that will pre. 
vent a competition, which must be most 
injurious in its effects? As to the point of 
the duration of the service in the regular 
army, I do not blame the right hon. gent. 
for not alluding to it sooner, for he had 
no measure that had a bearing upon it 
sooner: upon that subject I retain the 
opinion I have often delivered in this 
House. In a word, I agree with the right 
hon. gent. as to the propriety of reducing 
the enormous bounties we have so long 
heard of, and they cannot be reduced 
without taking away the competition which 
has produced them. I agree. with the 
right hon. gent. also in the propriety of 
govt. taking the whole of the recruiting 
system into its own hands. I agree too, 
that the first part of the address ought to 
be voted, namely, thanks to his Majesty 
for his gracious communication, and an 
acknowledgment of the zeal of the people 
of Ireland: but there I think the address 
ought to stop for the present. I am not, 
without much further consideration, pre- 
pared to say yes to the remainder of the 
address, which will tie down this House 
to every thing but the mere detail of a 
system, the principles of which I do not 
approve, and for the consideration. of 
which this House has not had time enough, 
and, therefore, I shall move, by way of 
amendment to this address, to leave out 
all the latter part of it, for the purpose of 
inserting the words, “ and that we shall 
take the same into our most serious colle 
sideration,’—The question being put, . 
Lord Castlereagh said, he should follow 
the example of the right hon. gent. who 
had just sat down, by not entering into 
the general statement that had been 50 
ably made by his right hon, friend. ‘The 
general principle upon which that state- 
ment rested, was so intimately connected 
with the address, that one could not sup 
port one part without approving of the 
whole, The objections of the right hon. 
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gent. to the proposed mieasure, rested 
principally on two grounds, Ist, with re- 
spect to the description of force to be 
brought to this country, namely; Irish 
militia; next with respect to the discre- 
tioary power to be granted to his Ma- 
jesty of augmenting the Irish militia. 
The measure for employing 10,000 Irish 
militia in this country, if not complied 
with, the power of augmenting the militia 
would certainly be liable to objection. 
The Irish militia, in their present offers, 
were but discharging the debt of gratitude 
which they owed to this country, though 
the circumstances of the danger of G. 
Britain were certainly not such as to call 
for these offers of service on the part of 
the Irish militia. The principle on which 
his right hon. friend proposed, not to aug- 
ment the militia beyoad a certain number, 
was because, from certain considerations, 
ithad not been deemed expedient to in- 
crease that description of force beyond a 
‘certain proportion to the regular force of 
the country, which at the present, in- 
cluding cavalry, amounted to 350,000. 
The manner of making the augmentation 
was exactly similar to what had been 
adopted last war, by adding 30 men to 
each company, which might be trained by. 
the officers and non-commissioned officers 
without additional expence. Another ar- 
gument for augmenting the Irish militia: 
would not apply to the English, because 
fom the manner of raising the men there 
by bounties of 4 guineas each, it -would 
hot interrupt the regular recruiting; 
whereas the high price of substitutes in 
England, amounting in some counties to 
301. and 401. would. The noble Lord did 
hot think that we should yet abdicate any 
description of force, but rather put them 
all in the most respectable situation. 
And with a view to the best means of re- 
cruiting the army, he did not think that 
#12 months the regular forces would be 
wore than would be necessary for defence 
and offensive operations. His right hon. 
friend had proposed two modes of adding 
o the regular forces: Ist, by liberating a 
Portion of the disposeable force equal to 
the number of Irish militia to be employed 
Mere, and by augmenting the Irish militia. 
The right hon. gent. had observed, that a 
case of strong necessity only could justify 
the measure; but he contended that the 
policy of adopting it constituted the ne- 
Cessity, As to the expression of satisfac- 
tion which the right hon. gent. had used at 
Vor. I, “ 
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finding his right hon. friend come round 
to his opinions at last; he should only say, 
that he felt great satisfaction himself that 
he had been sv slow in adopting them ; 
bécause if they hdd been adopted at the 
period first. stated, we could not now have 
the same commanding force which we at 
present possessed, nor the same adequate 
means of defence which the military mea= 
sures that had been pursued supplied us 
with. No gent. could leok back to the 
progress and consequences of these mea- 
sures, and say that he could play the game 
better. If the right hon. gent. had looked 
at the statement, he would have found, 
that in the short space of 4 or 5 months, 
there had been obtained from the army of 
reserve, for the regular army, 10,300 
men; by the ordinary-recruiting in the last 
year 9,600; and for the artillery 4,0005 
making in the whole the number who had 
enlisted for general service in the last 
year, 23,900. ‘The noble Lord then stated 
the number who had been recruited for 
the regular army in the year between the 
Ist of Jan. 1801, and Jan. 1802, to be 
15,460; in the following year, to Jan. 
1803, 8,900; and in the year ending Jan. 
1804, 9,622; little inferior to the num- 
ber raised in the last year of last war, 
though the bounties had heen then as 
high as 15]. per man, and exceeding the 
number obtained during the vear of peace, 

Mr. Bastard expressed a.hope, that the 
right hon. gent. would withdraw bis amend- 
ment, as it would be understood,’ that by 
suffering the address to be votéd, he should 
not be precluded from giving every oppo- 
sition he might feel it his duty to make, to 
any measure which might appear to trench 
upon the fundamental principles of the 
constitution of the militia forces. 

Dr. Laurence, from what had fallen 
from the hos, member wao had just sat 
down, was inclined to conclude that there 
were two questions to be considered as to 
the address and amendment, and that by 
voting fur the address, gent. would be con- 
sidered as pledged to the subsequent mea- 
sures, ‘The noble Lord might possibly, 
from his acquaintance with the state of 
Ireland, be capable of forming an opinion 
whether 10,000 men could be spared well 
vat'this time ; but, for his own part, unless 
a ‘case of strong necessity should be made 
out, he should not accede to such a mea- 
sure. In 1798, when the English militia 
volunteered their services to Ireland} there 
was @ rebellion raging there, which left 

32 
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the House no alternative. In the present 
instance, when boasting of our 400,000 
volunteers, and our other military strength, 
he thought there was no great necessity for 


going to beg 10,000 men in Ireland. If 


any gent. were to ask, in what part of the 
empire 10,000 men were most wanting, 
‘he would be answered, in Ireland.— 
Whence were these 10,000 men to be 
taken? From Ireland! Ministers had 
been in the habit of stating in that 
House, that the attempt at invasion 
would be made in a few weeks ; but every 
man who was in the smallest degree a 
statesman, must know, that no attempt 
would be made from Boulogne, until] the 
enemy could find themselves in a state to 
make their grand attack, on which they 
most relied, on Ireland; and from Brest, 
in which harbour they had collected an 
immense quantity of stores during the 
peace, and made indefatigable exertions 
to put their navy on a respectable footing 
since the commencement of the war. He 
could not see on what principle the disci- 
plined troops were to be removed from a 
country, the object of the avowed designs 
of the enemy, for the purpose of leaving 
its defence to raw levies. The learned 


member here re-urged the arguments of 


his right hon. friend (Mr. Windham), and 
contended, that if more men were to be 
raised, they should be called fencibles, 
not militia, as they should be enlisted by 
bounties. He next adverted to the as- 
sertion of the noble Lord, that the mi- 
litia might be carried too far, if extended 
beyond a certain proportion in respect to 
the regular force in tie country, and com- 
mented with much point and ability on 
the measures that had been pursued during 
the last year. He insisted, that all the 
advantage derived from the army of re- 
serve in supplying the regular army, was 
derived from the advice and opinions of 
his right hon, friend. He accused minis- 
ters of committing and recommitting, and 
altering again and again their measures so 
often, that at last they.did not know their 
own works, and afterwards taking to 
themselves the merit of every thing that 
was found in every Tegislative regulation, 
although almost every thing valuable of 
that sort, since the commencement of 
their administration, was the suggestion of 
some one or other who had no connection 
with them, generally one of their direct 
opponents. He was decidedly in favour of 
the amendment. 

The ‘Hon, C, H. Hutchinson. declared, 
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that the address had his most hearty ap- 
probation, as far as it went with respect to 
the Irish militia, but he was sorry to see 
the word “ several” in the resolution, 
when he was certain, that the ‘‘ unanimous” 
determination of the Irish militia might 
be depended on, if their services were re. 
quired. However their intentions were 
laudable and generous on their part, to 
assist the crown in any part of the empire, 
and to make a return for the liberal assist- 
ance which had been afforded to their 
country at a former period, would any 
military man say that it was consistent 
with sound policy to withdraw disciplined 
troops from a country which was particu- 
larly and avowedly threatened with an im- 
mediate attack, and to place in their stead 
the same number of raw, undisciplined 
troops, which might require 2 years before 
they would arrive to an equal state of per- 
fection ? Was it wise, or was it just or po- 
litic, he would ask any gent., when a coun- 
try was threatened with immediate inva- 
sion, to withdraw 10,000 of as fine pea. 
santry as any in the world, from its native 
resources of defence, and to withdraw 
along with them the gent of the first re- 
spectability in wealth or influence within 
that country, from the assistance which 
they could otherwise afford it by their wis. 
dom, their power, and their connexions? 
If England were situated as Ireland now 
is, would the country gent. of England 
think it reasonable? He knew that his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers did not possess the power 
to enforce the extension of the services of 
a militia force, but he implored the coun- 
try gent. to consider whether it would not 
be better to recommend a change of the 
militia of the two countries, than to leave 
10,000 recruits to be raised in the place of 
an equal number of well-disciplined troops, 
which were to be withdrawn from its de- 
fence. He had often recommended to his 
Majesty’s ministers to inquire into the 
state of Ireland ; but unfortunately for that 
country, and to the disgrace of the minis- 
ters, they had never thought fit to inquire 
into the business. He was convinced, 
however, that, if a number of the enlight- 
ened part of this country, the superior 
officers of the militia, were to go over to 
Ireland during a time of such peril as the 
present, and were to see the struggles. that 
would be made by the great majo of 
that people in the defence of their king and 
of their constitution, they would, nay, they 
must, consistent with their own good 
sense, come back when ‘he contest was 
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over with 2 thorough conviction on their 
minds that those people deserved better 
treatment than they had hitherto received 
from the servants of that crown for which 
they were ready to face any foe, however 
formidable or however specious might be 
his pretences.—He would not consider 
himself bound to the support of any future 
measure that might be brought forward by 
the bill; but, inasmuch as the address 
expressed an approbation of the loyal and 
gallant offers which had been made, he 
would for the present give his vote in sup- 
port of it, but would at a future period 
declare his sentiments freely with respect 
to any provision which might tend to 
weaken the native defence of the country 
in a moment so important as the present. 

Mr. Banks thought this a matter of very 
serious moment, which deserved the most 
mature consideration, and, therefore, he 
should be inclined to vote for delay. The 
House, by this address, would, he thought, 
be in some measure pledged to reciprocal 
services ; and this was a question of such 
magnitude, that some time ought to be al- 
lowed to consider it properly. He thought 
ithighly dangerous to draw troops from 
Jreland at the present moment, as that 
country was in greater danger than this 
country was. He was of opinion, that 
nothing could be gained by hurrying the 
measure, as the bill could only be read a 
first time before the recess. He had op- 
posed the sending of our militia to Ireland 
in 1798, but he could not help being a lit- 
tle surprized that the right hon. gent. who 
was so eager for the measure then, should 
how oppose one which was founded on the 
same same principle. It would certainly, 
however, be necessary to give forces of 
some sort in place of these 10,000 men, 
and he saw no description of force that 
could so well answer the purpose, as those 
very men that were to be taken away. He 
would therefore vote for the amendment. 

Mr. Windham explained, by observing 
that he had never been very eager on the 
subject, and if he had, it would not have 
been inconsistent with his present conduct, 
as the times were materially different. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer opposed 
the amendment; and in answer to what 
had fallen from a right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Windham), in asserting that he was not an 
tager and warm supporter of the measure 
in the last war, for enabling his Majesty to 
accept the offers of several regiments of the 
British militia to serve in [reland; and 
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that, so far from eagerly supporting that 
measure, he had said nothing on the occa- 
sion; he could not but exceedingly re- 
gret that the right hon. gent. had on 
that occasion, sat silent, instead of speak- 
ing those objections to the constitutionality 
of the measure which he had offered this 
night. His very silence on the former 
occasion was a proof of his approbation 
of it then; for if he entertained those opi- 
nions on the former occasion, which he 
had expressed on the present, then had he 
acted very inconsistently with his‘duty as 
a member of parliament ; and after being 
silent upon the first introduction of such a 
measure, it ill became him to express 
those objections now. But, whatever dis- 
position the House might feel to indulge 
the right hon. gent. with a delay of this 
measure, it should not be forgotten that a 
prompt respect was due to the gallant and 
patriotic ardour of the Irish militia; for 
what must they think, on being told that 
the services which they so gallantly offered 
could not ‘be accepted without a breach of 
faith with them? His hon. friend who had 
last sat down who opposed the measure, 
did not seem to observe, that in approving 
the ardour of the Irish militia on this oc- 
casion, and promising to take into their 
consideration his Majesty’s recommenda- 
tion, the wording of the proposed address 
was extremely guarded, and ouly proposed 
to enable his Majesty to a certain limited 
extent to accept their services ; but surely 
it was not fitting that, during the whole 
period of the approaching recess, those 
gallant militia regiments, and the govt. of 
Ireland, through whom their offer came, 
should remain in suspense and uncertainty 
on this subject, and be left in doubt whe- 
ther or not the parliament would enable 
his Majesty to accept their loyal and 
spirited offer.—As to the idea that there 
could be any intention suddenly to strip 
Ireland of 10,000 men, nothing could be 
more erroneous. The object which govt. 
had in view was that so often desired by 
those gent. who now opposed this measure ; 
namely, to set at liberty a disposeable force 
of 10,000 men for offensive operations. It 
was not intended suddenly to withdraw the 
whole of the 10,000 from that country ; 
but 5000 brought hither, would set at 
liberty as many troops of the line from the 
establishment of this country, and those 
might be replaced by 5000 of another 
species of force to Ireland, which would 
set at liberty 5000 troops of the line there 
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too. ut it was by no means the intention 
to diminish the strength of Ireland, It 
had been abjected, that the measure of 
increasing the Irish militia to the esta- 
plishment of last war, by the addition of 
SQ men per company, would be a measure 
of slow prpgress, but he had the best au- 
thority for thinking it was one that wguld 
be effected with the utmast expedition; 
that it was the most economical! as weil 
as’ the most rapid made of increasing the 
public force in Ireland, and the speediest 
for effecting the discipline of such an ad- 
ditiona] force. No time was to be lost; 
much certainly would be lost by the delay 
proposed, ‘The most general opportunity 
should be given to the Irish militia regi- 
ments; on this occasion, to manifest their 
zeal and display their loyalty. He under- 
stood yast numbers were ready to come 
forward with their services, and only 
awaited the sanctian of parliament, asanc- 
tion which ought not to be withheld for a 
moment, and therefore he gave his vote 
for the original address. 

Mr. Windham again explained, by ob- 
serving that the reason was not now so 
powertul for accepting the services of the 
Irish militia as it was formerly for sending 
.the English militia to Ireland. 

_ Sir John Newport expressed his exulta- 
tion that the loyalty and affection of the 
great body of the people of Ireland stood 
vindicated in the estimation of his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers. Such was what he in- 
ferred from the declarations of one of 
them, and in which sentiment he trusted 
they all agreed; the loyal and patriotic 
offers of the militia, who he believed to a 
man would cheerfully volunteer their ser- 
vices, was a striking proof, to a very great 
extent, of the truth with which he wished 
to impress the Hoyse. The charge of djs- 
affection against the great bulk of the Irish 
people, was most groundlessly made. He 
trusted they would all in the hour of dan- 
ger, whatever may be the differences in 
their religious tenets, stand forth and de- 
fend the crown and constitution of the 
united realm against all attacks whatever. 
There were certainly some few among the 
very lowest orders of the people, who, 
bound by no ties, or influenced by no just 
principle, were prone to wish for changes 
in the govt. in the hopes of being able to 
gratify their own unruly passions and pro- 
pensities, and so far may be held as dis- 
affected and such there were in Ireland in 
common with other countries; but with 
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respect to the great body of the people, he 
repeated, his Majesty had not more true, 
firm, or loyal subjects in all the empire 
than those of Ireland. 

Colovel Calcraft begged leave to offer a 
few observations upon the subject before 
the House. If he understood the nature 
of the case rightly, there was no necessity 
whatever for the hasty decision passed by 
his Majesty’s ministers. He was informed 
by an officer of great respectability, that 
the Irish govt. had offers of service from 
some of the militia regiments so long since 
as 4 months: if this was the fact, the con, 
sideration of the subject surely would ad, 
mit a suspension of half a dozen days, to 
allow parliament time to deliberate on the 
nrinciple of so great. importance as that 
involved in the address, He defended his 
right hon. friend, so he hoped he might 
call him, from the charge of inconsistency 
in the opinions delivered by him. The 
state of Ireland at the time alluded to 
should be considered. A rebellion raged 
in the heart of the country, and we could 
spare no other force to resist or to suppress 
it then, but our militia: he had some op- 
portunities of knowing the state of the 
popular:mind in Ireland, and he was not 
quite so sanguine as to the extinction of 
disaffection therein as some gent. seemed 
to be; and much still remained to be done, 
before that spirit was obliterated, There 
were other obections which he entertained 
to a hasty decision upon the subject. He 
recollected on a former occasion, the total 
want of discipline that prevailed, while the 
sentiments ot the militia corps were ascer+ 
taining upon the point of extension of sers 
vice ; and he trusted, he should never again 
have occasion to go round canvassing his 
men on such a subject. 

Mr. Grenville made a few general ob: 
servations upon the subject in support of 
the arguments advanced by his right hon. 
friend (Mr. Windham). He would put 1 
to ministers, whether, if similar offers were 
made on the part of the militia of England, 
they were prepared to say, they would not 


propose measures for carrying such into 


effect ? He expatiated on the importance 
of the subject, which, it would appear, in 
the way it seemed to be treated, they wert 
brought to discuss by stealth. 

Mr. Archdall expressed his hope, that 
neither ministers nor the House would 
allow a question of such importance as the 
present to be treated of by stealth. On 
the contrary, he hoped it would fully and 
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clearly meet the unanimous approbation of 
parliament. The eulogium of the hon, 
Bart. on the loyalty of the bulk of the peo- 
ple of Ireland, was unnecessary? Who ever 
doubted it? It was said that the militia 
service had received a blow; with respect 
to that of Ireland, he knew not what blow 
it received, but he well knew what blows 
it gave—it gave rebellion in that country a 
mortal blow, they gave repeated blows to 
their enemy,—and he was confident they 
would do so again, whenever the oppor- 
tunity was afforded them. 

Lord De Blaquiere was proceeding to 
deliver his sentiments, when he was inter- 
rupted by 

The Speaker, who said, he believed the 
noble Lord had misconceived the nature of 
the amendment. He then stated the ques- 
tion and the amendment by which it was 
proposed to leave out the latter part of 
the address. 

Lord De Blaquiere then resumed, and 
observed, he conceived himself at first 
perfectly in order, as his intention was to 
express his approbation of the address, as 
he deemed it highly proper at so critical a 
period to accept the services which had 
been tendered with so much loyalty; he 
was surprised that any hesitation should 
exist for a‘ moment to accept the proffered 
services of so large a body of loyal men in 
arms. With respect to an equal offer of 
service on the part of the English militia, 
he well knew the beneficial tendency of 
such a proceeding. He recollected their 
signal services to the empire at large while 
employed in Ireland. To their exertions 
the salvation of that country was owing. 
Were it not that the regiments of Lord 
Buckingham and the Duke of Rutland 
landed so opportunely as they did, that 
country would no longer have appertained 
to Britain. He hoped the English militia 
would voluntarily come forward and ex- 
tend their services to Ireland. But he re- 
probated the idea of this being done in the 
way of stipulation. Was the ardour of 
fither militia clogged in such a way, it 
Would be injurious to both countries, and 
an insult to ones He thought the militia 
of Ireland could render the greatest ser- 
vice to the empire at large, when employed 
out of Ireland, problematical as this may 
appear. He felt it to be the case. He felt 
how it must operate, when a father and 
two or three of his sons were, perhaps, 
fighting against the rest of his family. He 
Was aware of the effect of religious preju- 
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dices, which he lamented did yet unavoid- 
ably exist. In short, he was convinced 
those men would be more advantageously 
employed any whe than at their owa 
thresholds. 

Lord Folkestone (made a few observa. 
tions in support of what had fallen from 
gentlemen on his side of the House. He 
particularly touched upon the fact alluded 
to by Mr. Calcraft, that some of the offers 
of service were tnade four months ago, 
which he considered as an argument in fa. 
vour of postponing the discussion ; and he 
took occasion to déprecate the practice of 
suffering military bodies to deliberate.— 
The question was loudly called for, and 
the gallery was cleared preparatory to a 
division, No such proceeding, however, 
took place. The address was carried as 
originally proposed. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, March 29. 


[Minutes.]—Mr. Steele stated at the 
bar that his Majesty had been waited on 
with the address of that hon. House, and 
that his Majesty had been pleased to ree 
ceive it in the most gracious manner.—Sir 
J. Newport presented a petition from J. 
Ogle, Esq. complaining of an undue elec- 
tion and return for the borough of IIchester. 
Ordered to be taken into consideration on 
the 19th of April.—The Secretary at War 
brought up the bill for empowering his 
Majesty to accept of the services of such 
part of the militia of Ireland as may vos 
luntarily offer themselves to serve and to 
be employed in G. Britain. Read a first 
time.—Mr. Calcraft moved, that an hum- 
ble address be presentéd to his Majesty, 
praying that he would be most graciously 
pleased to order, that there be laid before 
the House a list of the regiments of Irish 
militia which had volunteered the exten- 
sion of their services, with the names of 
the officers, and the dates of their respec- 
tive offers, Ordered.—The Irish Militia 
Families Bill was read a third time and 
passed.—The bill for the Augmentation of 
the Militia of Ireland to an extent and for 
a time to be limited, was brought up, and 
read a first time. 

[Loratty Loan.]—The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer observed, that there was 
on the order book a notice of a motion 
respecting the holders of stock in the 
Loyalty Loan. He had considered the 
subject maturely, and no doubt it was‘a 
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subject to which the greatest attention 
ought to be paid. He had, in conse- 
quence, taken the opinion of the Attorney 


and Solicitor General.—From the opinions | 


which they had given, and their reasoning 
upon the circumstance of the repayment of 
the loan, he was now fully convinced in 
his own mind, that the holders of stock in 
that loan had no right to demand or expect 
payment before the 5th of April, 1805. 

[Lerp Hoop’s Ciaim.J—Mr. Alexan- 
der brought up the report of the Commit- 
tee of supply yesterday, when the compen- 
sation was voted to Lord Hood, and the 
officers and men under his command, for 
the value of the ships taken at Toulon in 
the last war.—The report being proposed 
to be read, 

Col. Calcraft observed, that Lord Hood 
had applied to the Lords of his Majesty’s 
Privy Council, who seemed to think that 
his right was established. The Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, too, had at first 
spoken of the grant asa matter of right, 
but, after a little flourish, he thought fit to 
come round to the liberality of the House. 
That was certainly a very nobleand a gene- 
rous feeling; but in such times as tie pre- 
sent, when the country had such taxes and 
other burdens upon its shoulders, he did not 
think that it would be right in members to 
vote away the money of their constituents 
upon claims of liberality only. It would not 
even be justice to themselves, who must in 
consequence bear a part of the expence, 
however it might suit gent. who had other 
advantages besides their fortunes to look 

.to. He then moved, that the report be 
taken into consideration on Monday se’en- 
night, in order that there might be a more 
full attendance, and that members might 
have an opportunity of considering the 
subject more minutely. 

Sir John Nicholl asserted that all prizes 
were the right of the Crown, and not of 
the public ; and the claimants coming with 
that support, had a just demand upon the 
public for the amount which was stated in 
the memorial. 

Colonel Wood observed, that different 
opinions were out of doors entertained 
respecting the nature of the service ren- 
dered by Lord Hood at Toulon; and it 
was doubted whether, instead of being 
rewarded for those ships which he had 
captured, he ought not to pay for those 
he had burnt. 

Mr. Tyrwhit Jones expressed his regret, 
that there should be any opposition to this 
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report. What would be said by the British 
commanders, when it was known that 
doubts were entertained in the House of 
Commons, whether they ought not to be 
compelled to pay for those ships of the 
enemy which they should burn? Was this 
the manner in which a transaction was to 
be treated, which rivalled those of Aboukir 
and Copenhagen in brilliancy. He heartily 


| concurred in the motion for now reading 


the report. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he had read the pas 
pers relating to this subject with consi- 
derable surprise ; but, at the same time, 
he did not consider this an act which be- 
longed to the character of the present ade 
ministration, but as one bequeathed to 
them as a legacy by their predecessors, 
An hon. gent. had compared the operation 
of Lord Hood at Toulon to the victories 
of Aboukir and Copenhagen; but it never 
appeared to him in that point of view, and 
he had, on a former occasion, opposed 
voting thanks to Lord Hood, upon -the 
ground that there was something disgrace- 
ful in the transaction. The destruction of 
the French navy had been said to be 
‘““ sealed” at that time, and yet he could 
see that it was “sealed” again at Aboukir 
in five years afterwards; and aguin, in 
two years after that, another “ seal” was 
put upon it at the Helder. As to the 
French ships destroyed, he believed SirS, 
Smith did more in that way than Lord 
Hood; and he made it a subject of com- 
plaint against Lord Hood, upon a former 
occasion, that he had left a great number 
of the ships at Toulon undestroyed. The 
blame of this, however, rested with the 
commander in chief? but, in this case, 
what was to become of the distribution? 
How many of the persons employed upon 
that occasion were now alive? No 
previous inquiry had been made upon 
that subject. If Lord Hood was entitled 
to the condemnation of the ships, why not 
make the claim? Upon looking at the pa- 
per on the table, he found there were 
ships marked to the number of 9, whichit 
was stated had never been brought out of 
Toulon. If they had never been brought 
out, how they could be valued as having 
been employed in his Majesty’s service, he 
could not conceive. This was so uncon- 
stitutional a manner of granting’ public 
money, that he really could not think 
who it was that could advise such @ pro- 
ceeding, and that, too, for ships which 
never came into the service of the public. 
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The Master of the Rolls said, that in 
the practice of states, as well as the con- 
duct of individuals, there might be de- 
mands which they were bound to comply 
with, although there was no positive law 
upon the subject; they were bound to do 
what they ought not to abstain from do- 
ing. If Lord Hood could have pro- 
cecded to condemnation in the Court of 
Admiralty, there was no occasion to 
come to the House; and surely it would 
not be contended that the House was 
never to be liberal, except in those cases 
where they had no discretion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ad- 
mitted, that 8 or 9 vessels were stated to 
have been brought out of Toulon: but the 
fact was, that these vessels were manned 
with British seamen, and carried the Bri- 
tish flag; they were employed in our ser- 
vice in the Mediterranean during the sum- 
mer of 1793, and were finally destroyed 
by the batteries of the enemy. The whole 
amount of the value of these did not ex- 
ceed 7,000]. 

Mr. Bankes supported the grant gene- 
rally, but was against giving any allow- 
ance for the § ships which had been re- 
ferred to, or indeed for any other part of 
the estimates which was not fully made 
out to the satisfaction of the House. 

Mr. Johnstone denied that Lord Hood 
had it in his power to have’ taken the 
French fleet at Toulon, which was got pos- 
session of solely by a capitulation with 
the inhabitants of the town. 

Mr. Alexander contended, that Lord 
Hood was entitled to the proposed remu- 
neration, both in justice and equity. 

Mr. Burroughs said, he was strongly in 
favour of the resolution: the proceedings 
adverted to were part of the system of 
warfare, and surely, it was not for that 
treason the noble Admiral should lose the 
right which attached to him in that capa- 
tity. It was clear, in point of law, that 
the King’s prerogative attached to such 
captures as those under consideration. 

Dr. Laurence argued in support of the 
amendment. He at first-adverted to the 
Magnitude of the sum. He asked, when 
Itwas that due reward was not given to 
those who merited it, in the way in which 
the noble Admiral did? He was ready to 
agree as to the King’s right of granting, 
in such a case, by virtue of his preroga- 
tive; but the case brought before Parlia- 
ment, as it was, they should have some 
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better ground to go upon than a report of 
the Privy Council, He claimed, as a 
member of Parliament, that some means 
be given of exercising their judgment upon 
that which they were called upon to grant. 
He could refer to every case which oc- 
curred from the reign of Queen Anne 
downwards. It was unnecessary to have 
adverted to the repeated votes of thanks 
passed by that House to the noble Lord 
in question. He duly appreciated his 
meritorious conduct on the occasion; the 
more so, as he, in a great degree, pro- 
ceeded upon his own responsibility. ‘The 
words of the Privy Council were, that 
some due rewards should be given; but if 
Parliament were to appurtion those, some 
means should be afforded them of judging 
what was proper. In this instance, there 
was Certainly a claim to equitable reward, 
and he wished it might appear on the face 
of the thing. He was averse to a general 
sweeping grant. He objected to the pre- 
sent mode of proceeding; at the same 
time he considered this affair as by no 
means a personal ministerial question ; 
neither had it any concern with the late 
administration. He believed it resulted 
from an application to the equity of the 
Crown, as being originally grounded in no 
strict legal right. 

The Attorney Generat observed, that in 
such a case, the King, by his prerogative, 
might have given the ships, in the first in- 
stance, to the captors; but in consequence 
of the mode of proceeding which it was 
deemed proper to adopt, the value thereof 
was proposed to be given. Under the cir- 
cumstances of this case, it was a matter 
of indifference, whether the possession was 
achieved by capture or not, as it was of 
that nature that was not distributable un- 
der the prize act, so that no right vested 
in the captor. 

Dr. Laurence wished that this grant 
should be stated in the Journals as pro- 
ceeding on something peculiar to itself, 
that it might not be established as a 
principle. 

The question being called for, the same 
was put, on which the amendment was 
negatived ; and the resolution of the com- 
inittee of supply, that a sum not exceed- 
ing 265,356l. be granted, &c. was for- 
mally ratified by the House.—Adjourned, 
for the Easter recess, till ‘Thursday, the 
5th of April, 
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for the Year ending on 


LN. B. All the annual Accounts of the Treasury are made up to 





Branches of Revenue. 


Gross Receipt. 


Net Produce. 


Paid into the 
Exchequer. 





Permanent Taxes . 
_Customs........- Phe cleat th . «England 
Scotland 

ic siceninessccisconm oopeekenmges England 
Scotland 

Stampse......csseerereeereeeeoees ve... England 
Scotland 
England 
Scotland 
England 
Scotland 
England 


Land and Assessed Taxes, 
Post Office...... 


Is. in the £. on phe ck 
and Salaries Jf Scotland 
6d. in the £. on Pensions| England 
and Salaries } Scotland 
Hackney Coaches....... Humnivenehimosnnsuabiog 
Hawkers and Pendlars, 


Total Ordinary Revenues.......... 


Small Branches of Hered. Reveaue. 
Alienation Fines 
Post Fines. 
Seizures, 
Compositions...........+eseseseeeee spnsiacdy mes 
CIB arb osshscspi sso annesistuse scgeausesn ies 
Ci RBS: sac ovacnes coscstconstaesccsesoeas 


Extraordinary Resources. 
Pd. on Acct. Interest Loans for Ireland 
On Acct. Com. for Issuing Exch. Bills 
Interest by Tr. of St.for Redem. of L.Tax 
Fees of Regulated Exchequer Offices... 
Monies paid to the Public 
Imprest Money from Accountants 
Lottery Net Profit 
Aid and Contributions 
Arrears under Aid and Contribution Act 
Arrears of Income Duty 
Property Tax.......... décssnevedbvvatesedens! 


Loans, including £.2,000,000 raised for 
the Service of Ireland 


Grand’ Total :.s5.cciesde< 


& 


ib 
*9,689,886 
* 729,694 
18,193,954 
1,394,323 
3,241,791 
194,975 
5,560,233 
215,839 
1,156,556 
117,321 
47,222 
3,860 
51,539 
2,666 
28,800 
8,345 
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Note-—The appropriated Balances in the Exchequer, on the 5th Jan. 1803, amounted to 
9,800,6591. 12s. 93d.—and on the 5th Jan. 1804, to 8,812,3391. 8s. 44d.—There was no umnap 


propriated Balance in the Exchequer at cither of the above-mentioned Periods. 


15,317,600. 


were issued in Exchequer Bills, 1,658,8801. 2d. in Navy and Victualling Bills, and 142,722l, Gs. Sd, 
in Transport Bills, between the 5th Jan. 1803 and the Sth Jan. 1804, and not redeemed within tliat 


Period. 


* Of these Sums, 8,090.0551. 6s. 7id.*were received for Duties Inwards, 382,5481. 14s. ie 
for Duties Outwards, and 769,6i41. 2s. 5d. for Duties Coast-wise. 
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ExepLANATION OF THE FOREGOING 
ACCOUNT. 

At the end of each year, there are certain 
sums remaining in the hands of the Collec- 
tors and of the Receivers General, which 
have arisen from the reventes of the year ; 
there are, also, bills, arising from the reve- 
nues of the preceding year, which have 
been transmitted to the Receivers General, 
but which, as they did not become due in 
that year, were brought to the account of 
the subsequent year. These two ilems 
constitute what are called the balances, 
and, together with the gross receipt of the 
revenues of the year, form the whole 
amount of revenue to be expended or 
otherwise accounted for, within the year. 
The balances which remained on the sth 
Jan. 1803, and which form part of that 
amount for the year ending on the sth Jan. 
1804, were £271,946. 160, 2% in the hands 
of Collectors ; £669,165. 18. 0. in the 
hands of the Receivers General; and 
£450,839. 3. 33. in bills arising from 
the revenues of the year 1802, but not due 
until after the sth of Jan. 1803 

The gross receipt is the whole amount 
of the sums which have been collected, un- 
der each branch of the revenue, during the 
year, That received during the year end- 
ing on the sth of Jan. 1804, amounts to 
£54,710,895. 8. 0. (see second column) 
and was collected at the average rate of 
£4, 11. g. per centum. 

From the joint produce of the balanees 
remaining on the sth Jan. 1803, and the 
gross receipts from that time to the sth Jan. 
1804 £3,322,028. 0. of were paid for 
repayments, discounts, drawbacks and 
bounties of the nature of drawbacks, for 
the difference of exchange between Edin- 
burgh and London, for allowances to the 
Universities for Almanacks, and for paper 
and parchment to stamp ; £17,077. 3. 7. 
for the packet establishment, with the al- 
lowance to Ireland in lieu of packet post- 
age, and for Irish postage received in Great 
Britain; and £1,955,368. 2. 11. for the 
charges of management. 

These sums, Sedoched from the amount 
ofthe balances and gross receipt, leave a 
net produce of £50,808,373. 18/ 104. (see 
third column) to be applied to nptonal ob- 
jects and to payments in the lxchequer. 
The average rate at which this\sum was 
collected was £5. 4. 10. pereentym. 


Vou, I. 
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From this net produce, £204,671. 10. 103 
were paid on account of inilitia and deser- 
ters’ warrants, provisional cavalry, and the 
defence of the realm, and other objects 
connected therewith; £305,379. 19. 2% 
for bounties for promoting fisheries, linen 
manufactures, &c.; £36,go9. 18. 14. for 
pensions out of the hereditary revenue, and 
perpetual pensions and stipends charged on 
the ‘land revenue; 16,670. 4. 104. to- 
wards improving his Majesty’s woods and 
forests; £137,16¢. 9. 3. by virtue of 
warrants from the Barons of the Exchequer 
in Scotland, towards the support of the ci- 
vil government of that part of the kingdom; 
and £64,712. 15.11. for monies impressed 
in the hands of different persons, and ad- 
vanced on account of the redemption of the 
land-tax. £48,707,(31. 3.114. were, also, 
paid into the Exchequer. (See fourth column.) 

All that remains afer these expenditures 
should be paid into the Exchequer, but it 
generally happens that some portion of the 
revenues remains in the hands of Collectors, 
and Receivers, and some in bills which be- 
come due at a future period. The balances 
remaining on the sth Jan. 1804, were 
£305,149. 17. 113, in the hands of Collec- 
tors ; £618,300. 7. 4. in the hands of Re- 
ceivers General ; and £412,282. 11. 73. in 
bills not due ; the whole of which will be 
carried into the accountof thé revenues 
for the year ending on the sth of Jan; 180s. 

This general abstract is compiled from 
accounts presented to the Treasury from 
the Inspector General of Imports and Ex- 
ports, Accompta:t General of the Excise- 
Office, Excise-Office of Edinburgh, the 
Comptroller of Stamps, Office for Taxes, 








| Accountant General of the Post Orlice, Re- 
| ceivers of the duties on pensions for Eng- 


land and Scotland, Receivers General of 
the land-tax, Receiver General of his Ma- 
jesty’s household, Hackney Coach Office, 
Office for licensing hawkers and pedlars, 
Receiver General of the Alienation Office, 
Green Wax Office, Auditors of the land 
revenue for England and Wales, Sifrveyor 
General of the Land Office, Exchequer, 
and the Treasury Chambers. 

N. B.—The reader will keep in view, that 
all these Annual Accounts of the Treasury 
are made up to the 5th of Jan.—For the Ace 
count of the Income of last year (that is to 
say, the year 1802, ‘or the year ended 5th Jan. 


V 1803.) see the Potiticayn Recistsr, Vol, 


IV. p. 1471 and 1473. 
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An Account of the Net Produce of the Permanent Taxes in Great- Britain, 





In the Quarters ended 
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An Account of the Number and Nature of his Majesty’s Suips and Vessexs in Come 
Boats, armed for the Public Service, at the under-mentioned Periods. ——Present« 
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inthe Years ending 5th January, 1803, and 5th January, 1804, respectively. 
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.—Consolidated Fund. 


An Account of the Sums paid into, and the Charges upon, the Consotrpatep Funp, between 
the 5th January 1803 and the 5th January 1804; distinguishing each Quarter. 





INCOME. 

In the Quarters ended i In the Year 
pec aa Sian Sanne | ended 

isth April 1803. | sth July 1803. oe loth 1 Oct. 180; 3] sth Jan. 1804. | isth January 1804. 
| J 











i 
os 
H 
| 











| a s. de | Se ; d.| we s. d, ae 5 ra 

Permanent Taxes .. 5,460,298 2 5% 93.65957:442 4 10 |6,770,185 16 2 126,410,706 
Arrears Of Sugar, | 
Malt,and Tobacco 769,547 6 24 t 7%) 586,902 © ©} 496,511 5 53) 2,205,985 
land Taxes ....4-! 168,554 7 $003 10 gz) 211,290 1 ISG 375,726 18 103) 1,190,174 
income Duties, 1799,! 

18co, and 1801 ..) 149,437 13 Iof 94,699 13 10%] 69,369 6 3] 43,972 15 8 
Imprest yer poe 379355 12 7 24,368 19 143203 9 TTS 779568 12 5 

Add. Ss. 


35879470 
282,324 


Taxes. ..| 11,682 12 84! 1,817 14 73949 13 93 - 
Goods and 


| 21,450 

| 
Ship. 1798 1,942 18 73 247,015 14 on Oe The nif 248,358 

| 

| 

| 


2 


oluntary Contrib... as “stg sei 39500 oO aint Soma . 3,500 

land Taxes on Pen- 

sions and Personal | 
veeee| 28,367 13 40,073 19 113) 23,984 4 2| 25,341 3 53, 117,767 

Money paid on Ace 

count ef the Gov. | 

ofireland .... 168,465 © 10 | 288,248 § 10 | 204,205 11 7 322,355 2 983,274 

Money reserved for 

Treasury Nomi- 

nees in Tontine 





12,187 ade favre SS | 24,282 
aah) eae Os 4,445 9 9 oat 1,421 


Malt Taxes, prior | 
to the Year 1798 186 14 9 2,456 1) y2,601r 0 3 15,244 6 




















£'6,796,238 8 + [8,724,769 3 13/8,218,197 3 43/8,1239757 7§ 31,862,061 15 











| CHARGE, 


In the Quarters ended In the Year 


ended 
| sth April r803.! sth July 1803. | roth Oct. 1803. | sth Jan. 1804. [5th January 1804. 








&ke. 
Public Debt, creat- 
td prior to sth £. fd, * je she i. $s. PS a £: £ 
January 1803. cate + 444675 1 9}? 552255795 2 17519,740 - I 2g, 079,791 13° 
Ditto, in 1803. . co ee | cn ee as 81,756 IF 93, 192,941" i$! 274,697 18 
ini! List Yaa fatatiat 224,500 Co oO 224,5CcO O 224,500 oO H 89 98,000 r?) 
ttsions, Salaries,} 
iii, + sien. 9. 2 to 3,674 $0,636 16 | 3332490 © 
tidental Charges .| 10,940 8 64 53,881 6 0 oO *¥49553 9 

















£+ 55758,905 t7 8 71542189 11 83.5,679,607 647,719,830 3 3$||26,700,533 
Total Income ending sth January, 1804 aa ttlec gees anaes roast ote eos 31,862,962 Is 
Deduct Total Charts, x00 6s o> cave va cede ce ‘ 





4 Eve e Hees ee 26,700,533 «I 


Surrius of Consolidated Fund in the Year 1803, tl:at is the Year ended on the 
gth January 2804 2.00 cece cesses ae ee cecvecess  52762,928 24 © 


i 





4115) PARL. ACCOUNTS.—JFisb Linens.—Seamen and Marines. (1116 


An Account of the Quantity in Yards and Official Value (in Irish Currency) of Liven Ex. 
ported from IrkLaNpD in the Years 1800, 1801, 1802, and 1803; specifying the Places 
to which the same were Exported; and distinguishing the Quantity and Value on which 
Bounty ve paid. Dated Dublin, March 21, 1804.—-—-Signed R. Marshall, Inspector 
General. 





1800. 1801. 1852. 1803, 





Quantity Exported ro 
Great Brita 06 0 sce oe 38,270,572 34,622,829 339%46,943 3510975936 
British Colonies in America and 

the West indtes ’ $29,206 671,140 835,956 486,920 
United States of America 1,290,405 2,618,252 1,08 3,623 1,870,028 
PE COE Parts. se a a Se elses 165,568 97,709 395,488 115,870 





Total Quantity of Linen exported..... 4035 55,850 3729993939 35,612,010 371569,854 
Qu ptity exported on which Bounty 
was paid.... 1,282,869 2,231,398 1,418,237 2,058,20 

Bie s d. 


3. . Se i df; 


Imported. 





Total value of Linen exported,......../2,707,042 13 612,528,519 2 2'25375,142 6 6 2)505,802 13 6 
Velue of Linen on which Bounty was 
POIGscccccccccccce cosccccccccel 865432 § 4| 148,764 18 t0l g5,%52 7 Of 138,936 9 10 

















Exported. 





An Account of the Number of Seamen and Martyts in his Majesty’s Service; (so far as 
the same can be made up from the Returns in the Navy Office, and from the Returns re. 
ceived at the Admiralty from the Commanding Officers of the Divisions of Marines, and 
the Officers employed in raising Men;) on the 31st Dec. 1793, 15th March, 1794, and 
t5th March. 1804.—Presented to the House of Commons, sth April, 1804.—Dated the 
Admiralty-office. 





Seamen, Marines actually in Pay 

as per report received this Day from|| as per Returns from 

the Navy Office. the several Divisions 

transmitted Weekly 

Mustered for Vic-]| to the Admiralty Of- 
tuals, fice. 





Periods. 


Borne for Wages. 





31st December, 1793. piieinlawlo siete 69,749 69,415 7060 
agth March, 1794 0. cess cccecccece cenecs 735835 731306 75908 
Senet i ell at ine tA 
By the Muster Books received in the Navy asth = 
Office, up to the 30th Nov. 1802.....0+ 6 77,405 ’ 77,668 ) igth Sey 
Raised at the several Rendezvous in Eng- | th Oc 
land and Ireland, between 1st Dec. 1803, 
and rsth March, 1804, as by Returns Pee veee 15,663 16th Oct 
J 











made to the Admiralty... ....eeeeee eens 6,763 6,763 








23d Octe 








Total on rsth March, 1804.... 208 sees ae 84,168 84,431 


—_— 1 








N.B. The Cause of the Numbers Borne exceeding the Mustered, in 1793 and 1794, arises from those who aa 
were on Shore on Duty at ‘Toulon and in Hospitals; and the Reason why the Account now exceeds that ; , td 
made up to the 31st of Dec. 1803 is, that Muster Books have since been :eceived, to a later Period, - te 
which enabled the Navy Board to make it more cesrect, pt "i 


3eth Dee 
3h Dec 





1117] PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Srish Corn,—Irish Militia. [1118 


An Account of all Corn, Grain, Meat, Mart, and Fiour, Imported into and Export- 
ed from IreLanp, in the Years 1799, 1800, 1801, 1802, 1503.—<-Dated Dublia, 
March 21, 1804.—Signed R. Marshall, Inspector General, 





agi aet oe : 
Years ending. 





| From | 
\25 sth Mar.| 

asth Mar.' 1800, | sth Jan. | sth Jan. | sth Jan, 
1800. ito sth Jan. 1802. 1503. 1804. 

101. | 

Barley and Malt .... Barrels 44,898 287 iif 39 10,543 
Beans and Peas Barrels 1,407 557 2,058 2,214 2,561 

OBE cco is: ssaineco asi xe MMRReNM Ry 40 816 946 395 5,904 

Wheat Barrels 85 18,588 431329 18,505 8,551 55374 

».. Cwts. ° 360 42,771 41,142 1,424 13,404 

ocee 14 wise 6 ass wee 
NEP Were ie ie : = 10 24,496 38 sake 

f Barley.............- Barrels} 48,963 «ete anata — 12,676 32,867 

> ile ccceee. Barrels 5s 197 ares opel as 25747 2,349 

cose eeer ose 3,175 5° 

Barrels 5941972 1575938 aC 475,066 | 391,1cz 

makalet ore" se oe os BARKER 4 366 1,064 
Barrels eee wae out 391 1,121 

Barrels 46,325 345 ae --e. | 168,937 | 101,908 

5,602 261 5 2 91,623 43.143 

7 per oes “4 1,636 

93.148 | 27,066 ’ 108,189 76,619 
gelde er | 34 eade 





Imported. 


A 


Expo:ted. 





























A List of the Regiments and Companies of the In1sH Miriria, which have made a Vo- 
lantary Tender of -their Services, to be employed in any Part of Great-Britain, during 
the War. Presented to the House cf Commons,—Dated April 6, 1804.—Signed 
J. King. 





Date of Offer. Regiments of Militia. Strength. 





—_———! 
Gers }NOn-Com.| Rank 
Oticets. | Oficers: ‘and Fiie. 


eS 


it August, 1803|Wexford. comp teeeakaas wis 28 58 545 
asth August .... 23 5t 543 
igth September ..|North Mayo Battalion, except four of the Frivaces .. 21 47 487 
uth October ,...|fhe 5 Batt. Companies and Lt. Comp. of the Leitrim 
Regt., except 15 Men ......,- 19 
16th October .. .. South Mayo, with the exception of Lieutenant Denis 
Browne ecaatg he eres 
Monaghan....... 

Armagh 

Souih Cerk..... arale'ejcip-aidieralereier'd CARD PN eee : 


Ww 
wo 


493 


» 
° 
> 


472 
69 
68 
65 
Se 
$1 
64 

35° 

619 

689 

435 

554 

539 


§,058 


33d October 


—_~ 


Carlow .. edge eres arsecveses 
Limerick County . 

sth November .. |Five is hala of the Wicklow . 
28th November . Londonderry .. 

uth December . . | Tipperary 

2ift December .. {Seven Companies of the Monaghan 
joth December ..JAntrim 

yh December .. 


Light Comp. 
man. 
we KHOA NO 


ts 


tom 


Pe AocomW AN te WH WS taWw 


wn 
™ 


wp 





YN NN 
PuUih OW 
or Hw 











t 
Cc 
a 
tn 
~! 
taal 








1119} PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Public Expenditures [1120 


Account of the Pugsric Exrenprture of Great-Britain for the Year ending on the 
Sth of January, 1804. 





———_—_—— 


Interest & Charges on the Permanent Debr, redeemed Senna App A) | 245264,424 18 rf 

Interest on ene: Bills (B+) - : 8015787 10 $4 

Civil List (C.) - - ‘898,000 -— 

Other Charges Courts of Justice 59, 1038 It 33 
on the 5 eg? oe i 130858 TE 

’ Allow. to Roy. Fam. 287,645 — 4 

Consolidated Salari , a 5s 6 
iuk Zhe. alaries and Allow 939544 13 

4 Bounties - - 2,956 13 8 





1,346,043 9 114 
Civil Govt. of Scotland (D.) ~ = 79,502 12 = 
Other Payments in Anticipation (E.) 
Bounties for Fisheries, Manu- 
factures, Corn, &ce. e - =. 305,379 19 23 
Pensions on the Hereditary Rev. cat Sat 
Militia and Deserters Warrants, &c. - - 





441,485 — Ioj 
Navy; (F.) —~Salaries to the Offices 56,cco— | 
For Wages, poems: Flag £ Pay, 
&e. ~ 2,113,506 12 

For Dock Yards, Building of 
Ships, &c. - - | 2,182,306 7 

For Marine Service on shee - 287,000 — 





4,638,902 19 113 

The Victwalling Department - - - 25489,929 If 

The Sick and Wounded de - - 142,000 — — 

The Transport - = d° - 

For Transports - 639,045 12 

For Prisoners of War, in 

Health . - 30,;c00° —— 
Miscellaneous Services = 40,c00 — ; 

709,045 12 § 

——-———| 7,979,873 8 a} 

Ordnance (G.) - - - ° . 1,827,049 32. 7} 

Army.—Ordinary Session, (H.) 

For Regul. Fenc. Milit. Inval. 

and Volun. Gaps - | 6,275,522 § 

Barracks - 1,021,269 2 

StaffOR and Off. of Gar- 

‘risons)- - - 108,976 17 

Half Pay - <- -| 263,203 — 

Widows’ Pensions - 24,000 — 

Chelsea Hospital - 324,860 7 

Exchequer Fees - - 535404 2 

Pay of Public Offices - 63,¢79° 2 








8,134,314 17 8 
Extraordinary Services - - - 3,265,092 = 3 





11,299,406 17 If 


Loans, Remittances, (1) freland oF a ES 2,117,444 O11 
Miscellaneous Services : (K.) 
At Home - - = 2,555,859 — 9 
Abroad - - - 244,041 — I 





2,800,500 == 10} 





5239571523 —- 8 
Deduct Loan for Ireland ; 2,117,444 8u 


——— ee 


50,840,078 11 9} 

















£1 Pp 
b 
Divid 


n is included here. £1. p 


a f 9. 3d. for Interest paid on Imperial Loa ¢ 
The Sum of £429,509. Its. § P B. ic, which follows frp 


N. B. The Several items under ‘cach Head are stated in the Appendix Ap 





1121] PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Public Funded Debt. (1122: 


APPENDIX (A. 1.)—An Account of the Monies paid out of the Receipt of His. Majesty’s Ex- 
chequer, in the Year ending the sth January, 1%04, towards satisfying the Charges of the Pustic 
Funvep Dest of Great-Britain, Ireland, and Imperial Loans ; distinguishing the otal Amount of 
theSums applied for Interest, Charges of Management, Sums applicable to its Reduction, and 
the usual Grants for the same Purpose. 





Annuities for 
INTEREST. Lives and 
Terms of Years. 


Charges 
of Management. 





£. a : ay” 
Permanent Debt of Great-Britain, unredeemed |15,054,257 14 104) 1,561,601 104} 230,077 
Loans raised for Ireland - + = =] 656,390 4 1 13,000 ° 11,647 
ImperialLoams - - - - - =] 213,695 9 2 | 230,600 ° | 6,814 











bak, 9 eA? { 
15,9245343 8 1$1:1,804,601 103| 2471538 
1,804,601 8 104 
247538 11 OF 


Towards the Reduction of the Public Debt : |17,976,483 8 Oo} 
. 5. . 
Annual Issue by 26 Geo. III. oe ° 
Do. - - - - 42Geo.III. 200,000 o 
Annuities for Terms of Years 
expired, prior to sth July, 
1802 - - - - 
Annuities for Lives, on which 
the Nominees arecertified to 
have died prior to sth July, 
1802, or that have been un- 
claimed for 3 Years - 49151 O 7 
Interest on Debt of Gt.-Britain 
redeemed - 2,138,183 12 3 
Do. - - Ireland Do. - 36,872 5 11 
Do. - - Imperial Do, - 11,383 10 10 
3.515 47% 4 
Annuity at £1. per Cent. on 
Part of Capitals created since 
sthJan.1793 - == =~ 2,772,469 16 93 











79,380 14 


6,287,941 0 10% 








£-|24,264,424 8 11 














2 

















APPENDIX (A. 2.)—An Account of the Total Amount of the Sums actually received by ake Caen ISSIONERS 
for the Reduction of the NaTioNAL Dest, in the Year ending the sth Jan. 1504. 


Pe 








GREAT BRITAIN. F 

Annual Issue, by 26 Geo. HI. id 1,000,000 
Ditto - by 42 Geo. Il. 200,000 
99-and 96 Annuities - 54,880 
Expired and unclaimed Ann. 49,15! 
Short Ann. 1777 - 2 5:000 
Dividends.on £ 3. per Ct. Ann. 250335487 
Ditto - on £4. perCt. Ann. - - - | 104,696 
£1. per Ct. on Part-of Capitals created by Loans raised from 1793 to 

1803, both inclusive - - « ‘ee - | 2,502,887 


- 
- 
- 
= 
= 
= 


be 
OWEN aoOOoR 


| ee ae eS 





:970,102 18 & 


we 


IRELAND. 

£1. per Ct. on Capjtals created by Loans raised from 1797 to 1803, 
_ both inclusive ~y - - - - ° - 232,389 
Dividends on £3e per Ct. Ann. = o 2 ‘ + 36,872 


4 








269,761 11 115 

IMPERIAL. 
£1. per Ct. on Capital created by Imperial Loan 1797 36,693 © © 
Dividends on Imperial £3. perCt. Ann, + = - 11,383 10 10 





48,076 10 10 





Office Reduction National Debt, £-| 6,287,941 © 10% 
16th Feb. 1804. 














C. T. GooDrNnoueGs, Sec. 


Von. I, 4B 





1123] 


APPENDIX (Bi)—An Account of the Interest paid on Excuzquer Bits, 
q sth January 1804. 


41 GeonIll. Cap. 4. ; 


42 Cap. 41. 
Cap. r1r0. 


Aids 
Do. 
Supply 
- Do. 


Aids 


~ 
“ 
- 


- Paid 


Exchequer-Bill Office, _ 
3ist Jan. 1804. 


PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Excheg. Billse=Consol. Fund. 


Anno 1801 
1802 
1802 - 

“Bank 

- Anno 1803 < 


- I 


Governor and Comp. of Bank of England, on Personal Estates, &c. and Malt Tax 


£3 


213,330 1 


[1124 


from sth January 1803 to 


s. od, 
2 Of 
92,905 9 o 


£ 


2265557 17 3 


749527. 7 1% 
923755 19 © 
92,910 4 6 


~~ Cece 
01,787 10 sf 


—————— Sees 


J. Pranta—Joun Peter. 


—- 








= 


APPENDIX (C.)—An Account of the Charges upon the ConsotrDaTED Funp, in the Year ending th Jan, 
1804 ; exclusive of the Interest of the Public Debt, aud of the Payments upon Exchequer Bills, distinguish 
ing the same under the several Heads of Civil List, Courts of Justice, &c., Mint, other Salaries and 


Allowances, and Bounties. 


CIVIL LIST. 
Por Support of his Majesty’s House- 


hold 


‘g $i 


898,000 — 


d. 
ae 
COURTS OF JUSTICE. 

Judges of Eng'!and and Waites, in 
Augmentation of their Salaries 
A. Graham, Esq. Inspector of tem-~ 

porary Places of Confinement of 
Felons, previous to Transportation, 
by Act 42 Geo. III. cap. 28. 
P. Colquhon, Esq. Receiver 
Thames Police Office 
W. Baldwin, Esq. Receiver of Seven 
Public Offices of Police 
H. Mereton Dyer, Esq. Chief Justice 
of Admiralty Court, in the Island 
of Bahama, per Act 43 Geo. II1, 
J. Bedford, Esq. D° Barbadoes 
H, Holland, Esq. De Jamaica 
Sherifis of England and Wales 
Keeper of the Hanaper in Chancery 


MINT. 
Master of his Mejesty’s Mint in 
England - - - 
T. Morrison, Esq. Receiver of Fees 
and Emoluments in the Oifice of 
the Mint, in the Tower of Lone 
don, by Act 39 Geo. III, * 2,308 
Master of his Majesty’s Mint in 
» Scotland 


18,014 § —4 


350 
of 5 


75625 
15,628 


473 
473 
473 
4,000 
339000 


10,350 


It 


- ° ° . saad 


1,200 


SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES, 

Rt. Hon. C. Abbot, Speaker of House 

of Commons, to complete his Al- 

Jowance of 6,0001, per Ann. 
Lord Bute, Jate one of the Auditors 

of Imprest - 
P. Deare, Esq. late a Deputy D° 
E. Roberts, Esq. on yearly Sum of 

6sol. formerly paid to Auditor of 

Exchequer is 
J. Thomas Batt, Esq. Commis. for 

Auditing Publie Accgunis 
J. Martin Leake, Esq. De 
}. Erskine, Esq. re 
Hon. Bartholom. Bouverie D® 
Sir J.C. Boughton, Bart. De 
Salaries in Office of Clerks of Public 

Accounts - 
G. Atwood, Esq. Inspector of Certi- 

cates in-Tontine Anno 1789 
Chief Cashier of Bank of Eng!and, 
- for Fees paid. at sundry Public 

Offices - - 


1,524 


7,008 
300 


~ ~ - 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 


- 


T. Marsham, Esq. Sec. to Commis- 
sioners for issuing Excheq. Bills, 
by Act 35 Geo. III. - 

R. Clarke, Esq..Chamberlain of City 
of London, for better Improves 
ment of Port of London - 

J. Wyatt, Esq. towards erecting a La- 
zaretto on Chetney Hill, in Coun- 
tyofKent - . - - 

J. Williams, Esq. See. to Commis- 
sioneis fir enquiring into Abuses 
in Naval Department 


PENSIONS. _ 
the Pr of Wales 
Ditto - 

Dukeof York 
Clarence 
Kent 
Cumberland 
Sussex 
Cambridge 
Gloucester 
~ - - Ditto 
Her R. Highness the Duchess of York 
Ear) of Chatham 
Lord Rodney 
—- Heathfield 
Lady Dorchester 
John Penn, Esq. 
R chard Peng, Esq. 
Lord St. Vincent 
Duncan 
— Nelson 
—— Hutchinson 
Lady Abercrombie 
Sir Wil. Heo. Ashurst 
Lord Rosslyn 
Sir Sidney Smith + - 
Duke of Richmond - - 
Sir John Skynner 
Representatives of Arthur Onslow 
Sir james Saumarez, K. B. - 
Duke of Portland, for the Prince of 

Orange - 
Lord Bovingdon and others, in trust 

for Lord Amherst 


ROUNTIES. 
For the Encouragement of Growth 
of Hemp and FJax im Scotland 


e ? 


H. R. Highness 


Exchequer, 





ee 


£. 5346j043 9 113 


—_——— 


£. 


500 


ray 


55,000 
15,000 
2,000 


65,009 
60,000 
14,000 
12,000 
12, 00 
12,000 
12,000 
12,000 
8,000 
9,;c0o 
4,000 
4,0°0 
2,000 
1,500 
3,000 
3,000 
4,000 
"2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
25000 
2,000 
2,00C 
4,000 
1,000 
12,666 
500 
3,000 
259798: 7: 


134 


—_—_ 


16,000 — = 
_ 


3; 


2,956 13 8 


— 


rath Maich, 1804. Jamzs FisHeR. 





1125] - PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Ctistoms and Excise Bounties. —Pensiont, Sc. (1126 


APPENDIX (D.) — Total Amount of such Sum and Sums of Money as are incurted and become 
due upon his Majesty’s Establishment for Civit Arraixs within ScoTtanD, bearing Date 
the 19th June 1761 for One Year, from 5th Jan. 1803 inclusive, to sth Jan.1804 cxclpsive : 
Made up by the Barons of Exchequer at Edinburgh, pursuant to Act, 42 Geo. III. Cap. 70, 
intituled, “ An Act for directing certain Public Accounts to be laid annually before Par- 
liament, and for discontinuing certain other Forms of Accounts now in Use.” 


£-79,502 125. oF4. 








APPENDIX (E. 1.)—An Account of the Amount of Bountizs paid in England and Scotland, out of 
the Revenues of Customs and Excise, between the sth Jan. 1803 and the sth Jan. 1804; being 
Payments in the Nature of Anticipations of Exchequer Issues. ; 


A. 
—_—_— 





England. | Scotlind. 





CUSTOMS: , eee ae is Se 

Bounties on Corn, Corton, and Linen Manufactures, british and 3 
Southern Whale Fishery, Newfoundland and White Herring Fishery ; 
Slave Bounty; and Bounty for Encouragement of Volunteer Seamen. .|203,535 18 4 158,016 5 
Bee Us Ee: 

Bounties on Beer exported,........ wt bejccewsaeusemelocatins, a Aree (G _- — 
amuse" come, RULIRILODITICS. 6 <'%,0's ase’ v0.6.0 95 0 0: c0rttine v.cks 6 sQaedhe ojeqgioth ACN Reems _ — 
mn, ae Fish Exported, 6. oc ivrecsccsetvcccetecccstacseccsceceh, O:050.. 6 3M 2802 29 
Buss and Barrel Bounties, certified on the Excise, fot Deficiency of 
Moncey in Hands of Receiver Gen. of Customs.......seereeeceeees — — — {29,176 











£.4215,383 16 113/89,996 





. . a a 
Great-Britaials .oiacs cies 's teens cent bslom,cv~n.e ashes JOG Sage 








APPENDIX’ (E. 2.)—Generat Post Orrictr.—An Account of Pensions and Parliamentary Grants, 
paid out of the Revenue of the General Post Office, for the Year ending 5 Jan. 1204. 


His Grace the Duke of Marlborough ..........0+ e000. §:000 

Fis: Grace the Duke: of Grattomssd css cise ssc0 ce veceeoeias 4,700 

The Heirs of the late Duke of Schomberg + 4,000 

March 22d 1804. THo® Crurcn, £. 13,700 
Deputy Acc, General. faa 








APPENDIX (E. 3.) Excisze.—An Account, shewing how the Puztic Monrés remaining: in the 
Receipt of the Exchequer on sth Jan. 1803, together with the Monies paid into the same during 
the Year ending sth Jan. 180;, and the Monies paid out of the Net Produce of the Revenues of 
said Year, in Anticipation of the Exchequer Receipt, have been actually applied, so far as re- 
gards the Receipt of Excise in England, and can be ascertained at the Excise Office. 





PFNSIONS ; Viz. CS ia Ge Bay Pt” * 
Duke of Grafton..... ae Ey beter ere 9,c00 
Bat Cowpetics << 0.25 ds cc ccccc cece sseceene oo 2pOOO 
Charles Boon, Esq. a Moiety of the Ear) of Bath’s.1,500 
Lord Melbourne, a Do..... cece ee cece ce eevee Ty§00 


BOUNTIES; Viz. 

Beer exported ........cceseeccecreececeseeees GO 12 6 
MPO SOWIE 56. 5 60 dics vate 0s ve doce e cine se 60: 2Q5O 30 —= 

Salted Provisions, ...+...++ 
————— 11,847 18 74 

Excise Office, London, ayaa 

22d March, 1804. J. Kemp, £45847 18 7$ 
Accompt. General. ee eT 








4AB2 
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APPENDIX (E. 4.)—An Account of Sums paid by Receivers General of Land Tax tothe Mititia, ee 
and for Deserters’ Warrants; and for Bounties on Hemp and Flax, in the Year ending sth Jan. 1804, 
Pay a 
Militia. <2. cose cecvce cccsccceccessecesccess gS s107j096 I 8h c 
De Gaee WTTARG sos 6's 50 cess Cece ce ches 88 1,369 — — Exche 
Hemp and Plax. .ic.s..ecscccceces coves — Nil. — Garr 
ae Pay 0 

Office for Taxes, £108,405 1 82 Staff 
22d March, 1804. rd Barra 
Half! 
Wido 
Chels: 
Extra 





APPENDIX (F.)—Navy Orrice, 23d March, 1804. An Account, shewing the Amount of Monies 
received from His erin a $ Exchequer. for Navat Services, between sth ese 1803, and 
5th Jan. 1804 ; distinguishing the Services to which the same has been applied. * 


NAVY: Yee 


Salaries to Admiralty, Navy, and Navy od ee + - - 56,000 — — 
Wages to Officers and Seamen - - - - 1,468,000 — — 
Bounty to Volunteers, Flag Pay, &c. . - - - 255,000 — —~ 
Half Pay to Sea Officers and Bounty to Chaplains - 313,436 16 — 
Pensions to Sea Officers, their Widows, &c. and to superanauated Artificers - 77,069 16 Io 
Wages to his Majesty's Dock and Rope Yards - - - - 714,709 — = 
Building of Ships, Purchase of Stores of every Description, repairing Ships, Pur- 

chase of Ships taken sae the ays ee ein i we paid in Bills 

at'go Days’ Date - - - 1,124,687 7 1 
Pilotage - - - - - 17,000 — — 
Bills of Exchange, Impress, and Contingnasien ~ * 300,000 —— — 
Exchequer Fees - - - - 6,0c0 — — 
Marine Service on Shore, and Half Pay to ) Marines - - 287,000 — 


VICTUALLING: 


Provisions, and all Sorts of Victualling Stores, paid for in wile at 90 Days’ Date ~ 1,860,794 10 6 
Provisions, &c. paid for in Ready weeney - . - 19,000 — — 
Bills of Exchange, andImpress - 7 = - 466,000 — — 
Necessary, and Extra Necessary Money wii Contingencies - 50,000 — — 
Wages to Officers, Workmen, &c. at the several Ports - - 88,012 — — 
Widows’ Pensions - - - : - © 6,123 5 3 


SICK AND WOUNDED: 


Subsistence, Medicine, Bedding, &c. for Sick Seamen - 136,000 — — 
Do. ° . . * 6 . - e« @ * Prisoners of War Cd 6,000 —— 


TRANSPORTS: 


Freight of Transports, and for Stores, Subsistence, &c. for Prisoners of War in 

Health, paid for in Bills at go — Date - - - - 639,045 12 5 
Bills of Exchange, &c. - 40,009 — = 
Subsistence, Cloathing, oes: of Prisoners of War in Health, paid fori in Ready 

Money - - = - 30,000 — — 


£-7:979,878 8 14 





W. PALMER —eeeS. GAMBIER. meee, J, HARTWELL, 











APPENDIX (G.)—An Account of Monies paid by ‘the Office of Orpnance, in the Year 1803, for 
Services at Home and Abroad respectively. 7 
Se . 


Services at Home - - - - 1,6715294 15 —} 
Services Abroad - 155575417 7 
: ee 


Office of Ordnance, £.1,827,049 12 7% 
28th Feb. 1804. coaanit 





A. Ross=—W. W. Pore.—=C. Asuuzy. 
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APPENDIX (H.)—An Account of Monies paid by the Right Hon. Paymaster Gen. of his Majesty’s 
. Forces, from 25th Dec. 1802 to the 24th Dec. 1303. 


“ 
7 


Pay and Allowances of Forces, &c. Captains Allowances, Off-recxonings, Recruiting, £- 
Contingencies, Bills, and Cloathing sk . - - - 6,2759522 
Exchequer Fees - - 5.39404 
Garrisons - - 29,980 
Pay of Offices rs 
Staff - ~ 78,996 
Barracks - 1,021,269 
Half Pay - 263,203 
Widows’ Pensions 24,000 
Chelsea Hospital 3%4,860 
Extraordinaries 3s165,092 


oT t(epu dt 29 


lal lowwdioun 


wa telkeune® 





Pay Office, Horse Guards, ome Bip a 
23d March, 1804. Dp. Tuomas. £12994 ‘ 











APPENDIX. (I.)—Aa Account of Loan s, REMITTANCEs, and Apvancss, to other Countries, in the 
Year ending sth Jan. 1804; specifying the Total Amount paid to them respectively. 


There was remitted, out of Supplies 1803, to that Partef the United Kingdom, 
called Ireland, viz. teh ad. 
Out of Loan 1803, per Act 43 Geo. III, Cap. 67. Sect. 19. - - 2,690,000 a @ 

Out of Lotteries 1803, per Act 43 Geo. III. Cap. gt. D® 3 - - 117,444 8 ir 
Whitehall, Treasury Chambers, ’ £.2 ards 8 ir 
24th March, 1804. N. VaNsirrart. crit ise 





. 











APPENDIX (K.)—An Account, shewing how the Monies remaining in the Receipt of the Excarquer 
on the sth Day of January 1803, together with the Monies paid into the same during the Year 
ending the sth Day of January 1804, have been actually applied; as far as relates to Miscet- 
LANEOUS SERVICES; specifying the Amount of Monies paid for Services at Home and Abroad 
respectively, 


SERVICES AT HOME. and Corsican Emigrants, cer- 
To enable his Majesty to make tain St. Domingo Sufferers 
good the Sums which may be and American Loyalists, -for £. 
awarded under the 7th Arti- 1803 ~ 1% s*. Seis 
cle of the Treaty with Ame- 4 Charge of Works and Repairs of 
rica, to be paid by the British Military Roads and Bridges in 
Government - - - N. Britain, for 1803 - 5,000 — 
Expenses incurred, and to be Expenses incurred in printing 
incurred, on account of cer- the 56th Volume of Journals 
tain Premises at Chelsea, in- of House of Commons, with 
tended for a Royal Military the Indexesthereto  - = 4,§c0 
Asylum for Reception of Sol- Works done at Auditor’s Of- 
diers’ Children, for 1802 and fice, Pipe Office, and Record 
1803 - ~ - = Oftice, Somerset Place - 8,771 
Bounties for taking and bring- Works done at the House of 
ing Fish to Cities of London Speaker of House of Com- 
and Westminster, and other mons, to 31st May 1803. - — 21,434 
Places of the U. Kingdom - 3,000 — Military Roads and Bridges in 
Expenses of confining and Highlands of Scotland - —_- 10,000 
. Maintaining Convicts, for Extraordinary Expenses for Pro- 
1802 and 1803 - - 40,864 1 7} secutions, relating to the 
Charge of Royal Military Col- Coin of this Kingdom 1802 - 2,661 
lege, for 1802 and 1803 - 41,354 2 9% Superintendence of Aliens, for 
Clerk employed on Business re- 1802 and1803 + -~s 
lative to American Claims - #39 13 6 Pact of £.60,000 to be applied 
Secretary of Commisrs. for re- for Benefit of Illustrious House 
ducing National Debt, for Sa- of Orange, in such Manner as 
laries to Officers, and inci- his Majesty shall think meet 10,778 
“dental Expenses of said Com- Making an Inland Navigation, 
mission, for Half Year, to 5th from the Eastern to the Wes- 
July 180 - - 1,910 10 — tern Sea, by Inverness and 
Relief of suffering Clergy and Fort William - -— - 
Laity of France, Toulomese " Printing Journals of House of 


5,620 
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Commons, and printing and 
delivering Voies, &c. during 
present Session - - 
Expenses incurred by J, Soane, 
Esq. and to reward him for 
Trouble in making Designs, 
Elevations, and Estimates, for 
Alterations proposed to be 
done in £794 and 1795, to be 
made to the House of Lords, 
and Rooms and Offices ad- 
joining - - “ a 
His Majesty, for the Board of 
Agriculture, for the Service 
of 1803 - - - - 
Do. cowards enabling Trustees 
of British Museum to carry 
on Execution of Trusts re- 
posed in them by Parliament 
To make good to Consolidated 
Fund the like Sum, paid out 
of Revenues of Customs for 
Bounties on Corn and Grain 
imported into Great-Britain 
to roth Oct. 1802 - - 
To enable his Majesty to repay 
tothe UnitedCompany of Mere 
chants of England, trading 
to the East-Iudies,on Account 
of Expenses incurred by them 
in Public Service, during the 
late war - - - = 
Compensation to Mr. Dubois, 
for Losses sustained as an 
American Loyalist - ~ 
Deficiency of Grants, for Ser- 
vice of 1802 - - = 
Officers of Exchequer for extra 
Trouble in making out Exche- 
quer Bills, in 1803 ie = 
Do. - in paying off Do. in 
1802and 1803 - uly 
Bank of England, for receiving 
Contributions for Lotteries 
Ye a ee ee er 
Do. - for Discount on Prompt 
Payments thereon ye 
Payment of Principal and In- 
terest of American Orders, 
made out pursuant to Acts of 
the 28th and 30th Years of 
his present Majesty, for grant- 
ing Relief to such Persons as 
have suffered in their Rights 
and Properties, during the 
late unhappy Dissensions in 
America - - - + 
Incidental Expenses attending 
Lottery 1802 - - = 
Commissioners for preparing 
drawing Lottery 1802 - 
Additional Rewards to said 
Commissioners - - - 
Certificate Commissioners for 
Lotteries 1802 - - - 
J. Gray, Esq; for Lottery In- 
cidents 1803 api te - 
J. Hay, Esq. Salaries and Ex- 
penses, &c. of American 
Commissioners - 4d = 
Expenses under Commission, 
pursuant to 6th and 7th Ar- 
ticles of American Treaty - 
G. Martin, Esq. of Lincoln’s- 


L. 


249573 


1,000,000 


52320 
166,531 


500 


1,600 


340,0C0 


») ds 
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Inn, for Losses sustained as 
an American Loyalist - == 


To replace to his Majesty's Civil List Revenues the 
Sums issued thereout, pursuant to Addresses of the 


House of Commons, viz. 


J. Flaxman, Esq. the 2d Pay- 
ment for erectinga Monument 
in Westminster Abbey, to 
Memory of Capt. J. Montague 

J. Topham, Esq. See. to Come 
misrs. appointed to carry into 
execution Measures recom- 
mended by House of Come 
mons respecting Public Re- 
cords of the Kingdom, to be 
paid to sundry Persons em- 
ployed by said Commissioners 


_H. Atexander, Esq. for attend 


ance as Chairman of Commit- 
tees of House of Commons in 
Session 1°Oi-2 - ~ 
J. Clementson, Esq. to make Al- 
lowance equal to £5e@0. for 
Services as Deputy Sesjeant 
at Arms, attending House of 
Commons in Session 1801-2 
S. Duan, Fsq. towards Expense 
of compiling General Index 
to Journals of House ot Com- 
mons - iii aati pam 
G. Whittam, Esq. for making 
Index to Votes of House of 
Commons for Sessions 1301-2, 
and for printingthesame - 
FH. Gunnell, Esq. to be paid over 
as Compensations to several 
Officers of House of Com- 
mons, for Attendance on Pub- 
lic Committeees in Session 
1801-2, ~ es ew 
Dr. J. Carmichael Smyth, in con- 
sideration of merit of his Dis- 
covery of Nitric Fumigation 
to prevent the Communica- 
tion of Contagion dl wen les 
G. Brown, for Expenses attend- 
ing Survey of intencei Mi- 
litary Roads in N. Britain, 
in 1799 - ae bare 
J. Bull, Esq. for making Index 
to Votes of House ot Com- 
mons for Session 1801-2, and 
for printing the same - = = 
J. H. Ley, Esq. as 2d Clerk 
Assistant of House of Com- 
mons for Services in Session 
1801-2 - Se 
J. Dyson, Esq. to make good 
Deficiency of Allowance as 
Clerk Assistant of House of 
Commons, in Session 180)-2 
T. Banks, Esq. the last instal- 
ment under Contract for 
erecting a Monument to Capt. 
Burges - - 
Do. - 
Contract, for erecting a Mo- 
nument in St. Paul’s Cathe- 
| dral, to Memory of Captaia 
| George Blagdon Westcott - 
\C. Rossi, Statuary, first instal- 
ment under Contract, for 


first Instalment under™ 


(1132 


1 6 aud 


12,626 14 is 


4476 19 6 


53258. 17. 
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erecting a Monument in St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, to Memory 
of Capt. J. R. _s and 
Capt. Riou ~~ - . 

J. Flaxman, Statuary, first In- 
stalment under Contract, for 
erecting a Monument in St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, to Memory 
of Admiral Earl Howe - 

R. Westmacott, Jun. Statuary, 
first Instalment under Con- 
tract, for erecting a Monu- 
ment in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
to Memory of Right Hon. 
Sir R. Abercrombie - - 
. Topham, Esq. Reward: to 
Persons employed under Com- 
missrs. appointed to carry 
into Execurion Measures: re- 
commended by House of 
Commons, respecting Publie 
Records of the Kingdom - 

Mr. C. Rossi, Statuary, in full 
Payment for erecting a Mio- 
nument in St. Paul's Cathe- 
dal, to memory of Cae 
Faulkner - 

J. Dyson, E<q. Clerk Assistene 
to House of Commons, ‘to 
make up his Allowance equal 
to 2,000]. for his Services ia 
Session 1802-3 - ~ - 

H. Alexander, Esq. Services as 
Chairman of Committee of 
Ways and Means, en 
1802-3 - - 

J. Topham, Esq. Reward to Per- 
sonsemployed under Commrs. 
appointed to carry into exe- 
cution Measures recommend- 
ed by House of Commons, re- 
specting the Public Records 
of the Kingdom - - 

$. Dunn, Esq. final Compénte 
von tor his Pains, Trouble, 
and Expense, in having com- 
piled General Index to Jour- 
nais of H usé of Commons, 
from 7790 to 1800 - 

A. Kenson, Esq. for making 
Index to Votes of House of 
Commons, for the Session 
1892-3 =.= ew te 

J. Clementson, Esq. to make his 
Allowance equal to soo}. for 
Attendance as Deputy Ser- 
jeanr at Arms, during the Ses- 
sion 1802-3 - - 

T. E, Tomlins, Compensation 
for Trouble in compiling Re- 
gisters for the Use of Com- 
mittee on Expired and Expi- 
ting Laws, in the Session 
1852-2 - - ~ - 

H. Gunnell, Esq Compensa- 
tions to ‘sundry Officers of 
House of Comins tor At- 
tendamce on Public Commit- 
tees in the Session 1802-3 - 


To make good to his Majesty’s Civil List Revenues, 


Monies issued thereout for Public Services 3 viz. 


C, Beaumont, Esq 5 nell Hoga 
and Expenses incurred in ma- 





king Enquiries respecting 
State of Colltcries - - 

J. King, Esq. Sec. to Commers. 
appointed for ascertaining the 
Boundaries of New Forest - 

G. Baldwin, Esq. Reward for Ser- 
vices in + ae - - 

W. Chinnery, Esq. to be paid 

over to Mr. Palmer, Cominise 
sary at New South Wales. as 
Half Freight for Vessel hired 
by Gov. Hunter of Mr, Pal- 
met’s Agent, for the Service 
of that oe - - 

T. Brodie, Esq. for making In- 
dexes to Journals of House 
of Lords - - s 

Lord Walsingham, for Attend- 
ance as Chairman of Commit- 
tees of House of ¥eers, in 
Session 1801-2 - = - 

G. Rose, Esq. for Expenses at 
Parliament Office, in Session 
1801-2 - - - - 

T. Wilson, Gent. for Trouble 
and Expenses in attending 
Select Committee of House 
Commons for the Improve- 
ment of Port of London ; 
and for preparing Model of a 
Bridge by Direction of the said 
Committee « - 

E. Smith, Esq. to enable him to 
pay several Persons employed 
in preparisg Abstracts, to be 
laid betore Parliament, of 
Population of Great- Britain 

J. H. Capper, Esq. to discharge 
Expenses incurred in making 
Abstracts of Cultivation of 
England and Wales - . 

T. Gream, for Expensés incurred 
in surveying the Straits of 

fenai, the Conway River, and 
Holy vhead Harbour and Coast 

B. Cobbe, Esq. tor Additional 
Allowance to Clerks in Office 
for Auditing Bip ge 
to roth Oct. 1803 . 

Do.- - - - to discharge 
Fees on passing Accounts 
through Office of vy 
and Exchequer - - 

J. W. Hay, Esq. Sec. to Com- 
misrs. appointed under a Con- 
vention concluded with Ame- 
rica, 8th Feb. r8oz, for inci- 
dental Expenses ee 
Commission - 

B. Cobbe, Esq. for Additiooal 
Allowance to Clerks in Office 
for Auditing the Public Ac- 
counts, Half 7 to sth 

April 1803 - - 

W. Mitford, Esq. to pay a bill 
drawn by Licut. Gen. Vyse, 
for Repairs of Port’ Patrick 

. Clementson, Esq. for Ex-~ 
penses incurred in removing 
irom his official House, in 
consequence of Apartmenis 
being wanted for House of 
Commons - 

W.Chinnery, Esq. to be paid to 
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Lieut.Grant, late Commander 
of Colonial Brig Lady Nelson, 
for Losses sustained while he 
was employed by the Gov. of 
New South Wales, and for 
Expenses on his Return Home 
Do. - = - = for sundry ar- 
ticles provided for Use of 
Convicts embarked on Board 
the Glatton, for New South 
Wales - - = = 
Do. - - + to defray pas- 
sage to Bass’s Straits, on the 
Coast of New South Wales, 
of the Lieut. Gov. of the Set- 
tlementintended to be formed 
there, and of Officers of Civil 
aod Military Establishment 
Sir G. Yonge, to repay Expenses 
incurred in consequence of 
Orders directing his immediate 
Return to England ~ - 
J. Rennie, Esq. to defray the Ex- 
penses of Surveys, Reports, 
and Designs, for Bridges, over 
the Straits of Menai - - 
Capt. J. Huddart, for Expenses 
incurred in a Journey to Ban- 
gor, Conway, Chester, and Li- 
verpool, respecting Surveys 
and Designs for Bridges over 
the Straits of Menai, &c. ~ 
H. Nettleship, Esq. for making 
up and publishing in the 
London Gazette, Weekly Re- 
turns of the Average Price of 
Brown or Muscavado Sugar, 
for one Year, to zoth O&. 1802 
B. Cobbe, Esq. to discharge Fees 
on passing Public Accounts - 
C. Abercrombie, Esq. for Ex- 
penses attending Surveys of 
intended Military Roads thro’ 
Part of the Counties of Suth- 
erland and Caithness - - 
M. Martin, Esq. in full Satis- 
faction of all Expenses in- 
curred in an Inquiry into the 
Mendicity of the Metropolis 
C. T. Cracklow, Esq. in Satis- 
faction for Loss sustained by 
' erecting temporary Buildings 
at the Marshalsea 
W. Chinnery, Esq. for Article: 
supplied Convicts at Ports- 
mouth, and the Settlement at 
New South Wales - - 
0.- - = = = to pay Bill 
drawn from New South Wales 


Whitehall, 


429 14— 


3,000 —— 


22918 6 


639 17 6 


534.15 — 


822 9 


Treasury Chambers, March 24th, 1804. 
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by Mr. W. Broughton, Com- 
missary at Norfolk Island, for 
Wheat purchased for Use of 
that Settlement - - - 
Rt. Hon. G. Rose, for Expenses 
at Parliament Office, in Ses- 
sion 1802-3 - = Ors 
J. Clementson, Esq. for One 
Year's Rent of House in lieu 
of Apartments he resigned at 
the House of Commons, due 
Midsummer 1803 - - 
B. Cobbe, Esq. for Additional 
Allowance to Cterks in Office 
for auditing Public Accounts, 
Half Year, to toth Oct. 1803 
Lord Walsingham, for Attend- 


ance as Chairman of Com- — 


mittees of House of Peers, in 
Session 1802-3 ~ ~ 
Magistrates of Thames Police 
Office to defray Expenses of a 
Plan for the more perfect Se- 
curity of the Shipping in the 
Port of London. - - - 
W. Mitford, Esq. to pay a Bill 
drawn by Lieut. Gen. Vyse, for 
Repairs of Port Patrick «+ 
T. Brodie, Esq. as an Allowance 
on Account of Trouble in 
making Index to Journals of 
House of Lords - . - 


SERVICES ABROAD, 


His Majesty’s Foreign and other 
Secret Service, for 1802 and 
1803 - - - - ~ 

Repairing and maintaining Bri- 
tish Forts on Coast of Africa 

Civil Establishment of Upper 
Canada - - - 

Nova Scotia - ~ 

New Brunswick, for 
1802 and 1803 

Saint John’s - 

Cape Breton - 

Newfcundland 

Bahamas - 

Bermuda, for 1802 and 
1803 - ” 

Dominica, for 1801 and 
1802 

New South Wales - 

Bills drawn from New South 
Wales for 1802 and 1803 - 


— (t1s6 


fe 
471 s— 


433 19 33 


219 G = 
$:300 9 6 


253701 9 <= 


649 2— 


248 13 6 


439 18 


162,881 17 8 
16,000 — = 


8,900 — — 
7,665 — — 


95309 = 
2,214 4 11f 
1,840 bs watt aieed 
oS Dania 
4,100 = = 


870.— = 


1,200 — <= 
9,124 17 9 


19,039 = — 





£- 25800,500 — 104 


—— oe ee 


N. Vansrrrart. 
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An Account of the Unrunnep Desr and Demands outstanding on 5th Jan, 1904;. under 
the Heads of Exchequer, Treasury, Army, Barracks, Ordnance, Navy, Civil List Ad- 
vances, and any other Head of Public Service ; specifying the same; distinguishing, 
under each Head respectively, the Particulars of which such Debt or Demands consisted ; 
and also what Part of the said Debt or Demands was then provided for, and in what Man- 
ner, and what Part thereof was unprovided for. 





ExcHeaueRr BILEs: . 
By what Acts raised......On what Funds charged. Amount outstanding. 
is ire ie 





39th and 4oth Geo. IIL. Cap. 28. Aids Anno 1806, Extension of Bank pie 

+» 3,020,000 
43-0 sivetvoccece crs Cap. 3. Malt Tad 1863 75¢ 000 
43 Cap. 5§.. Aids .... 136: 
Bzd-cccccceccectives Cap. 365-0 oi. 3,000,000 
43 Cap. 146. Do. ... «. 1804, Vote of Credic 2. 15491, 500 
Ajecccceese coeeeees Cap. 147. Do...... 1804, Bank I, 500,000 
43 Cap. g2.. Aids ....1804 
44 Cap. 16... Matec Tax 1804 
hfeccecccvcvenee cece Caps 15+. Aids 25. 1804 2.022200 neoWern 1,276,800 


20aaGF0000" 
00209000,0% 


19,C67,6¢c0 
Treasury: 
Miscellaneous Services... .ccavicecdoscccrvcccccsecccccccves 248,845 . 
Warrants for Army Services ... 275,841 i 
Treasury Bills accepted previous to and on 5th Jan. 1804) due 
subsequent to that Day ....2.2-s.cccsccgecccdccccsccess 226,028 44 
— 750,631 





AxMy : 
Ordinary Services 
Extraordinaries ., 





: 7325334 
DateaOMs % 0 wie dsd paetcsieew a ane deca’ ore ee re 1,481,042 


OrdnGHee .idsccesiessrices peetiLEdervow Gages vicwcetene te tues wens kam eme aieeee 646,311 


Navy... Vasotec ete ene easter so cGae eles celke os ew calabayere vipcce acai 
Civil List Advances 3 a Roth et eteos banter a yeas 





£26,720,453 8 





* Of these, £797,0¢0 has béen since paid off. 


N. Vanstrrart. 





. 
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An Account of the Progress made in the Repemptron of the Pustic Funpep Dear. § of G: 
Funds, and specifying how much of each has been redeemed by the Commissioners for tl 
Stocks; and the Sums annually applicable to the Reduction thereof: likewise, the Annu 
Account of Land Tax tedhiemedl: ; 





Redeemed by 
Commissrs. 
Capitals. from Ist Aug.) Total Sums paid, 
1786 to Ist 

Feb. 1804 








£. e «& & if. sd, 
327,996,558 4 54] 31,865,400 | 19,680,485 7 11 
116,437,812 6 4 | 36,766,667 | 22,591,790 13 6 


24,065,084 13 114} 5,789,000 | 4,201,986 18 — 
1,919,600 © o 660,000 491,300 To = 


Consolidated 3 per Cent. Ann, - - 
Reduced - Do - + = 
Old South Sea Ann. - - 
New - Do. Do. - - a 
3 perCent. - Do. - Anno 1751 





; 4792419,054 4 83) 75,081,067 

Consolidated 4 per Cent. Ann. 49,425,084 17 2 2,617,400 | 2,278,402 I 3 
Do. - gperCent. Do. - 28,125,582 19 7 

5 per Cent. Ann. 1797 and 1802 %125352,456 5 = 

3 per Cent. Do. 1726 = 1,000,000 — — 
Do. - Bank Ann. od 11,686,800 —~ —— 





583,008,978 6 54} 77,698,467 | 49,243,065 10 8 


21,147,888 Ig. 2 


Transferred to Commissrs, by reason of Land 
Tax redeemed Ist Feb. 1804 « i } 





Debt existing rst Feb. r804 - - - | $61,861,089 7 3% 
Redeemed by Commissioners - . -| 773598,467 — — 

















Debt unredeemed rst Feb. 1804 = = - | 484,162,622 











An- Account of the Progress made in the Repemptron of the Pustic Dear of IreLanp 
Funded in Great-Britain, 1st February, 1804. 





Redeemed 
by the Average Sums 
Funds. Capitals. Commissrs. te Price of {Annually applicable to Reduction 
ito sst Feb, ‘ Stocks. of Debt. 

180}. 





> . Pa s. d. yf & d 
3 per Ct. Consol Ann. | 16,989,250) 734,600 465.548 10 1 I per Cent. on I Imperi 
Do. Reduced Do. -| 8,258,750, 861,071 | 518 082 16 8 (Capitals created 2571359 19 3 Redeer 
| Dividend on i 





25)248,000) 1,595,671 |983,63% 6 9 21,595,675 8 1 >| 47,870 2% 7 Vorede 


4 per Ct. Consol Do. 300,000 3 per Ct. Ann. 





—S or 





d 251548,000 055230. 1 19 
Redeemed byComissrs. 1,595,671 | 305sa50° * 





Unredeem ist Feb.1804! 23,552,329 


























Exchequer, 
the 20th Day of March, 1804, James FISHER, 
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of Great-Britarn, at ist February, :804; distinguishing, the Capitals of the several 
for the Reduction of the National Debt since ist August, 1786; the Average Price of 
Annuities to fall in; also, the Capital of Debt transferred to the said Commissioners on 





- 


Average _ _Sums Annuities 
Price of | Annually applicable to the Reduction of fallen in since 22d June, 1802, or that will 
Stocks. Public Debt. fall in hereafier. 





£- 5 dj/Excheq. Ann. 2z et 3 Anna, viz. £. 
Expired at 5th April,1803| 23,369 
Expire at sth Jan. i805 73030 
- | 200,000 — —/\Do. 4 Do. sth April 1805 | 23,554 
“toca for 99 and 96 8 6 (Do. § Do. - - 1806 79776 
Years expired 1792 - 54:980 14 On, 6 Do. ° - 1307 4,710 
nah Annuities for 10 Years, ] ‘ \Do. + Do, sth July, 1807 10,181 
4 expired 1787 - -j 51000 — —! Bank Long Ann. expire 1860 | 1,047,494 
Life Annuities unclaimed Do. Short Do. - Do. 1808 | 418,333 
8 for 3 Years, or of which 6 
7 the Nominees died prior (' 499379 15 7). B. By Act 42 Geo. IIT. 
to sth July, 1802 -J | Cap. 71. such Annuities 
Dividend on £. 75,081,067 1! as fall in after passing) 
at 3 perCent. - © f., 292529432 ele that Act, are not to be 
Do. - on £.2,617,400 at }| placed to the Account of 
4 per Cent. - - | Commissrs for Reduction 
Annuity at 1 per Cent. on}! of Public Debt ; ‘but are 
Part of Capitals created > 2,625,240 16 9 no longer to be continued 
since rst Feb. 1793 oP ee ee in the Annual Charge 

6,315,626 7 — thereof. 


613 
61% 


26Geo.HI ~<« 8 « f [t:000900 — — 


o. - 42 Do. = 


{ Annual Charges by ae 
D 





104,696 — — 























An Account of the Progress made in the Repemption of the Imperran Dast, 
ist February, 1804. 





Redeemed 
by the 
Funds. Capitals. |Commssrs. 
at rst Feb, 
1804. 


Average Sums 
aon Price of Annually applicable to the Re= 
pate. —_|Stocks. duction of Debt. 








ee 


é £. oe ae . ts 4 
Imperial 3 per Cent. 3,669,300] 459,828 |°265,939 4 57% |t per Cent. a s6i8e3 t= 
Redeemed - - 459,828 Captal created : 


' Dividend on 
Vnredeem®yst Feb.1804} 3,209,472 iL .459,828 at 13,794 16 9 
3 ;perCent. - 








CE: 


50,487 16 9 


SEE ee 




















Office for Reduction of 
National Debt, 
the 20th Day of Mareh, 1904, . G. T. GoopEnovcn, Secretary. 
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An Account of the Value of all Imporr: into, and all Exports from Great Britain, for 
Eighteen ‘Years, ending the 5th of January, 1804; distinguishing each Year, and 
distinguishing the Value of Imports from the East Indies and China, from the Value 
of all other Imports : and distinguishing the Value of British Produce and Manvfac. 
tures exported, from the Value of Foreign Articles exported; together with the 
Difference between the official Value, and the declared Value of British Produce and 
Manufactures exported in the Year ending 5th January, 1804. 





2 y ~~ 


Official Value of Imports 


Offcjal Value of 
from 


Foreign 
Merchandize 
exported, 








British Produce 
and Manufactures 
exported, 


s. ds | ae, tae Ge Se 
6 10 11,830,372 18 12 454759493 9 


East I ndies 
and All other Parts. 
China. 


351 56,687 











xR 


oy 
xR 


hi 
12,629,385 


3,430,868 
34535897 
35352,545 
3,149,870 
3,698,713 
237015547 
39499,023 
4:458,475 
5:760,810 
393721689 
399425384 
71626,930 
43234,805 


is ~ Ln Iie] 
DON 0 On POW RP 30° 


~ 


oe 


~ 


1413735146 
1455735272 
14,458,557 
15,981,°15 
15,971,069 
16,957,610 
15,757,693 
17,8 305418 
16,976,079 
19,814,630 
17,071,572 
20,230,959 
22,552,626 


13 OF 
17 10 
5 9 
10 11 
o 7 
17°24 
16 10 
19 © 
xr 8 
17 1% 
12 

a 
16 


12,053,900 
125924,719 
13;779506 
14,921,084 
16,810,018 
18,336,351 
13,892,268 
16,725,402 
16,333,213 
19,102,220 
16,903,103 
19,072,503 
24,084,213 


-“— Lond 
~ 


a 


“ 


4,815,889 3 


49747518 
§,561,042 
53199;037 
5,922,976 
6,563,348 
6,497,911 
10,022,680 
10,785,125 
11,416,693 
12,013,907 
135919274 
13,907,116 


To 
15 
7 
10 
16 
9 
12 
TS 
1I 
2 
13 
3 


Nr et DN te 


I 


cal 


~~ 


18,847,735 12 
16,601,192 10 
19,127,833 3 
1155379148 0 


“ 
Ow 0 DAY BAN AGASE & ww 


241304283 
25,699,809 
26,993,529 
22,252,101 


ad 
°o 


25,628,329 15 
275371,115 § 
25,547,412 4 
21,646,968 1, 


459425275 
5:424,441 
33794906 


“ 
an 





WwW AD HK AWM OF OF OW Dx 
WOrH DOD HH VRQ HBR AOU 


Wor On OO BP Cn A 


+ 
Dw 








- 











WitrraM Irvine, 
Inspector General of the Imports and 
Exports of Great Britain. 


Inspector General’s Office, 
Custom House, London, 
23d March 1804. 


Nore.—The real Value of British Produce and Manufactures exported to al] Parts of the World, 
as ascertained under the Acts of the 42d and 43d of his Majesty, Cap. 43 et 70, and from other correct 
Sources of Iaformation, amounted in the Year ending the sth January 1803 to 48,300,683/. and in the 
Year ending sth January 1804 to 40,100,870/. 


In the Account of foreign Merchandize, the official Estimates are in general under the real 
Value, but im the Instance of Coffee exported, they greatly exceed ; and therefore, in order to shew 
the true comparative State of this Branch of our Trade, the Price of Coffee is reduced to its real Value, 
as follows, viz. , ” : 


180f. 1802. 1803. 








Reduced Value of Coffee ~ 
Othcial Value of all other Articles 


1,562,742 


3,186,948 
797605515 


8,900,099 


393233994 
11,094,843 








Total Value of foreign Goods exported £.-12,087,047 14,418,837 953235257 








The Account of the Value of the Imports from India and China, for the Year ending sth January; 
3804, cannot yet be prepared. 


The Difference between the Sums stated in the present Account, and those returned in the Account 
of last Year, arises from sundry over Entries and Allowances, and other Circumstances, which could 
not at that Time be ascertained, 





Ashes, 
Barilla 
Cochin 
Coffee 

Corn:. 
Curran 
Flax, 
Hemp, 
Indigo 
Iron, | 
Linen 

Madde 
Oil, Or 
— Tr 
Provisi 
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An Account of the official or rated Value of all Imports into GreAt-Britain (ex- 
clusive of Importations from the East-Indies and China) during the last seven Years ; 
distinguishing each Year; and the principal Articles imported. 





Species of Goods. 


1797+ | 


11798. 


1799. 


—— 





Ashes, Pearl and Pot..... 
WAVHIA Ss csc en cones 
MMETINGAL ss cuss heceine ets 
Coffee 
Corn 
Currants 
Flax, Rough... 2.20.0 eee. 
Hemp, Rough . 
Indigo .. 
Iron, Bar 
Linen ... 
Madder, and Madder Boats 
Oil, Ordinary 
ose TTAIM oc ccacce 
MIOUISIONS <'c case onscee cans 
Quicksilver . 

Raisins ...... Re RE ne 
Rice 
Seeds, Linseed... 

Silk, Rewiecte snes. A 

— Thrown 

Skins and Furs..... 

Spirits, Brandy ..... 

—— Rum....... 

Sugar, BrOWN  .ceeeeeeeese 
EIOW Anu siethlac a-cejoe geodon 


ee ee ee 


Ce ee oe oe 


eeereesreonece 


eeeeere 


Tobacco .... 
Whalefins.... 
Wine, Portugal .... 

—-~ Spanish, & other’ Wines 
Wood, Deals 
a Logweod'...- Saversins 
—— Mahogany ...... 
—— Matts 

—— Redwood.... 

—— Timber, : 
m— Cotton .. 2. 2.2 eee 
—_— Spanish 
Yarn, Linen, Raw . 
All other Articles ........ 


ee ee ee ee sees 


ee ee ee erase 


Bi ae Pee 


Deduét Corn and other Grain 

Total (exclusive of Corn 
and other Grain, and ex- 
clusive of Importations 
from the Eaft-Indies and 
PNRicctenes tesa 


Le 
pe it 
28,418 
16,580, 


«| 29391,333) 


1,179,376; 
532996 
4615371) 
414,794! 
47,618) 
365,322 
197945231 
166,691) 
16,538 
2373995 
152379932 
27;051 
51,633 
38,313 
88,452 
54,198 
481,994 
243,512) 
150,231) 
150,769 
25759,763 
268,653 
79,922 
260,881 
68,331 
306,229 
76,443 
68,821 
84.073 
59,658 
261,093 
10,78] 
91,811 
733956 
278,204 
3599541 
¥,487,131 





¥,218,144 


1,750,175 


1,203,192 


394703994 


Fe 
186,797 
799923 
$3,052 
259773309 


65,994 
766,196 
550,658 

373§22 
507,340 


412,962 
25,652 
200,652 


32,031 
93,480 
150,627 
102,413 
137,168 
433,682 
285,631 
149,965 
375,671 


4793334 
£16,126 
391,164 

70,082 
419,818 
£43,567 
81,46 
62,957 
26, 46¢ 
1375254 
18,3961 
107,160) 

9999921) 
157642) 
440,679) 





Be 
162.456 
80,708 
270,610 
2,568,570 
1,097,702 
78,330 
828,401 
639,685 
$4,283 
4725732 
2,226,751 
132,869 
44:528 
214,333 
10555549] I 
27,184 
67,985 
685675 
105,170 
301,768 
561,224 
230,647 
184,502 
247,602 
4:4715341 
497,768 
166,311 
3543375 
65,409 
600,410 
237,657 
89,333 
107,423 
Ti 790%) 
3392 6| 
II1,709| 
1,226, Srrj a 
302,674 
525; 367; 





1350C,393, — 935) 2 





1730715572 


— 


1800, | 1801. 1802. 


1803. 





238,152 
96,730 
169,940 
399495471 
2,675,046 
755386 
804,938 
506,956 
87,948 
374.949 
157425835 
213,838 
see 
2129377 
1,229,902 
22,152 
89,410 
232,019 
131,697 
$9,630 
400,460 
385,693 
234,676 
334,504) 
4,026,057 
450,854 
992580 
365,716) 
59153 80] 
§12,8 886) 
257:465| 
88,137 
12152 23/ 
775768 
2095999) 
57.373) 

1 38, 893 
1,663 1375! 
523,169] 
$25,978, 
069,088 





fs 
191,327 
342780 


203, 805) 


454.16,322' 


39325278) 1 


52,127 
530,328 
636,267 

73641 


326,609! 
1,695,329) 


167,025 
332193 
2655254 
1,027, 129 
44,697 
79.428 
1935337 
84,191 
145,273 
330,178 
259:991 
260,387 
429,854 
523532707 
358,406 
92,996 
423,089 
61,916 
7045469 
224,994 
84,808 
86,528 
59,066 
356,138 
705388 
119,839 
15738)356 
3953044 
423,214 
2,265,416) 2 


Poe 

148,254 
$4,618 
282,775 
33903 55216 
1,159,67¢ 
93,287 
5295973 
406,066 
67,806 
$17,269 
2,056,755 
2979545 
66,353 
248,204 
1,092,530 
113,811 
99,130 
74,269 
132,252 
211,059 
475,452 
2953324 
213,017 
441.374 
527985704 
604,805 
86:567 
253,510 
45772 
547,843 
181,717) 

86,623 
73.958 
82,610 
155,778 
96,727 
191,054) 
2,002,309 
392,289 
pi hs. 


142,786 
775705 
184,642 
1,474,154 
935,657 
106,594 
5752123 
613,494 
6,217 
425,205 
1,641,626 
214,597 
129,916 
258,405 
1,221,814 
17,110 
99,542 
77,212 
116,877 
183,390 
451,716 
290,985 
217,793 
370,132 
412325143 
583,644 
187,176 
346,400 
60,586 
686,569 
2275445 
106,526 
146,562 
140,569 
170,364 
33,180 
212,038 
157775371 
284,110 
3752398 








2,451,311) 2,162,738 





204230,959 2245 52,627 25,628, 329) ‘2743709118! 


25,647,412 21,646,968 





1,267,689 


1,368,771" 1,166,377 2,907,665 | 3,225,615 








15,893,383 





‘ 


Inspector General’s Office, Custom-House, 
London, 6th April 1804. 


; 
18,362,188 PoP eee 


—_- —_——— 


1,233,939, 1,012,869 


__ 


24:4131473)20,634,099 





WivttaM Irvine, 


Inspector General of the Imports 
and Exports of Great-Britain. 
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Ap Account of the official or rated Value of Bririsn Propuce and MANvFActurgs 


exported from Great-Briratn, durio 


_and the principal Articles exported. 


g the last Seven Years ; distinguishing each Year; 





¥797- 


1798. | 1799. 


1890, 


1801. 


1802. 


1803, 





Species of Goods. 


Value. 


Vaiue. | Value. 


Value. 


Value. 


Value. 


—— 
Value, 








Apparel 

Bark, Oak 

Beer ~ 

Brass, Wrought 

Candles - 

Coats - 

Copper, Wrought 

Cottons 7 

Fish - - 

Glass « 

Haberdashery 

Hats, Beaver 

—— Felt - 

Hops - 

Iron, Bar So 

—— Wrought, Cast, &c. 

Lead fi 

Leather, Wrought . 

Linens < - 

Oil, Train 

Pewter 

Salt 

Silks 

Soap 

Steel - 

Stationery - 

Stockings, Thread, Cotton, 
and Silk, mixt - 

Sugar, Refined ~ 

Tin - - 

Woollen, Goods 

Yarn, Cotton - 

All other Articles 


Gg 
21,462 
332799 
83,151 
219,099 
492437 
458,310 
2,446,144 
2753144) 
161,867, 
148,067, 
188,020, 
1233440 
13,178; 
1,067,691! 
156,560 
$8,097] 
756,738 
17,600 
80,637 
128,293 
295,805 
53,864 
79,958 
36,811 





103,622 
492,981 
169,533 
4,625,205 
20,175, 
409559135 





£. 
60,192 
33,025 
69,577 
211,163 
63,966 
459.173 
> 4131939 
39544,280 
270,490 
140,098 
142,138 
197,016 
125,688 
48,720 
18,888 
1,069,290 
164,035 
103,037 
1,192,507 
28,510 
80,453 
165,178 
225,189 
78,149 
575315 
43,664 


154,447 
687,319 
227,032 
6,178,016 
779235 
314325724 


Le 
108. 386 
63,434) 
91,187 
346,611 
79:927 
473,340 
$15,967 
515555554 
251,418 
174,158 
144,978 
280,989 
155,120) 
5§:050 
26,902 
1,488,074 
164,838 
151,310 
1,115,305 
315334 
121)320 
182,299 
325,803 
108,956 
180,597 
69,890) 





199,264, 
342,958: 
215,695 
6.435423) 
302,734) 
45343392 





£- 
4,5 56 
63,549 
86,043 
419,507 
46,892 
530.508 
514,216 
5932 3.834 
2532267 
195,066 
129,074) 
261,157 
137,113 
60,241 
28,514 
1,579 029 
139,996 
98,370 
807,572 
105 770 
1135330 
197,872 
296,826 
95,685 
121,808 
60,997 


180,834 
1,105,548 
249,342 
6,918,175 
528,014 
39567,287 


emer 


£. 
68,814 
47,364 
771026 
3945745 
48 753 
477,620 
511,919 
64655173 
236,29 
a78.655 
111,964 
1944.06 
149,748 
77,016 
30,018 
1,417,715 
171,967 
951647 
1,009,194 
61,892 
110,305 
270,817 
280,482 
77769 
136,082 
‘48,010 


219,184 
9352935 
226,935 
993215236 
476,106 
39761,017 





Ls 
110,253 
38,936 
76,956 
408,115 
38,031 
535415 
669,393 
714 39,904 
192,303 
179,902 
109,308 
227,251 
139,136 
98,099 
54.969 
1,616,204 
174,626 
97,168 
895,156 
147,868 
67,650 
219,274 
232-445 
91,480 


123,887] 


64,138 


2435371 
1,492,319 
279,168 
6,437,263 
536,031 
4,215.150 





Total 





16,903,103 19,672,593 





24,084,213'24,304)283 





2.5,699,809126,993,129 


eee 


fi. 
94648 
36,081 
58,80 
3 188k 
510,825 
482,909 
1467,198 
115,025 
162,726 
72,101 
1739324 
104,809 
605759 
531304 
1,218,038 
146,398 
80,616 
$51,310 
41,228 
54,168 
160,804 
1545741 
575295 
121,193 
51,915 


167,431 
1,541,658 
221,567 
5s291,441 
744250 
2,889,200 


225252,10% 








Inspector General’s Office, Custom-House, 
London, 6th April, 1804. 


WitiraM Irvine, 


Inspector General of the Imports and Export 
of Great Britain. 





Borax... 
Brandy | 
Cinname 
Cloves | 


» Cochine. 


Coffee. 
Hemp, | 
Indigo | 
jron, Ba 
Linens . 


Piece Ge 
of 
India 


Pepper . 
Pimento 
Rice ... 
Rhubarb 
Rum ... 
Saltpetre 
Skins an 
Sugar... 
Tea... 
Tobacco 
Wine, P 
a S] 

Wines 
Wool, C 
All othe 


Deduct, 
Coffee 
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An Account of the Official or Rated Value of all Forzren Mercuanpize exported 
from GreaT-Britain, during the last Seven Years; distinguishing each Year; and the 
principal Articles exported. 





1797- 


1793. | 


1799. | 


1820, | 1801. 


1802. 


1803. 





BPOTAL. occ ce ccccccctececce 
Brandy .. ceocevsccee coccee 
Cinnamon...... 

Cloves ... 
POnMeal ,. diss os sage ccuae 
Coffee .. 
Hemp, Rough..... 22 e+e. 
Indigo 
Won, Bae. secs vs ve Veveres 
Linens .. 


Piece Goods 
of 
India. 


Pepper .. 
Pimento 
EO Sa'o0cd vets Gecakeetre 
ReabAtD oo ww cesese cies 
Rum eoseee ceeee eopcesce 
Saltpetre ..J..... 
Skins and Furs.. 
Sugarescecccccccvcces cece 
Tobacco ....0...- 
Wine, Portugal .......... 
-—- Spanish, and all other 
WOES coveds detwcd 684% 
Wool, Cotton .........00% 
All other Articles .... 


eee eres esergs ee 


oe eeeees ee eserees 


Calicoes... 
Muslins.... 
Nankeens.. 
Prohibited. . 


eeeese ae eteos esee 


aeeee ae eee eeee 


eeerteson 


eeee 





18,710 
14,157 
5,996 
39779 
46,179 
4454793 
6,940 
605,351 
83)301 
313,758 
1,566,613 


638,589] 


22.235 
687,922 
1475175 

16,460 
69,716 
69,201 
114,862 
29,562 
83,098 

1,403,186 
351,678 
353:275 

31,341 


74,518 
27,166 


774.436 


£. | 
45927 
25,030) 
72, 185) 
45087) 
91305: 
5,672,726 
26, 302, 
3451536) 
62,8 44 
5335478, 
1,299,981! 
406,475 
14,971 
793,057 
318,471 
20,150 
72,785 
22,446 
95,265 
41,808 
§2546 
2,045,090, 
518,676 
355,838 
35,549 





140,585 
22,241 
954,614, 


£ 
25406) 
34/494, 
959994; 
59,099 
147,150; 


| 40349873: 


9,065 
517,585' 
90,604. 
904,876; 
1,033,379 
342,866 
28,895) 
6625128, 
134,520, 
342840, 
44,614. 
51, 182! 
386,521) 
52,649) 
633702) 
1,052,634 
685,599! 
3475115) 
38,904) 


91,611! 
28,972) 
930,848 


£- 
79559 
52,140 
145,009 
133,142 
165,337 
8,679,836 
8,032 
510,075 
66,775 
508,826 
1,339,622 
579,501 
37,188 
708,653 
374071 
43,382 
5,390 
58,919 
431,599 
27,806 
$1,284 
25361,332 
456,482 
627,968 
359513 


1575474 
177,144 
1,061,635 


£. 
475454 
375759 
109,622 
109,893 
64,194 
7,761,606 
6,094 
445,855 
53,191 
587,392 
978,231 
§799323 
44,306 
7875313 
149,531 
36,834 
20,789 
129,541 
338,486 
34148 
86,288 
1,576,666 
710,439 
493,438 
44,760 


141,522 
70,633 





T,111,584 





Potala ce isa 12,013,907|13,919,274 11,907,116 18 13475735) 


16,603,892 


Fhe 
60,350 
29,628 

142735 
112,709 
183,132 
8,133,299 
452919 
400,088 
87,322 
441,774 
1,541,646 
425,177 
70,488 
654,323 
312,388 
26,990 
210,276 
153,261 
3995773 
116,861 
81,861 
25740,388 
621,659 
§15,120 
44.819 


58,214 
161,525 





1,364,108 


RN 


rie 
86,359 
49,049 
124,288 
80,234 
54,601 
3,823,583 
,6,898 
225,945 
475475 
267,550 


~19483,264 


276,72 
$1,708 
487,703 
238,744 
28,148 
545310 
753433 
196,876 
56,915 
$4,100 
1,817,443 
568 664 
337,444 
31,39% 


69,739 
60,917 
860;495 


19,127,833 I 1537848 





Deduct, over Estimate on 
Coffee eee reoeressesee| 
t 


2,601,297 


35301,748} 25350,972' 5,031, 898) 





£.l 





9,412,610 


10,617,5261 99558 144, 13,815,237 


41514,845 


45728996) 


2,213,89f 








12,087,047 





1 45418,837} 95323;257 





Inspector General's Office, Custom-House, 
London, April 6th, 1804. 


Witxii1am Irvine, 


Inspector General of the Imports 
and Exports of Great Britain. 





1151] PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Navigation, [1152 


Ap Account of the Number of Vassexs, with the Amount of their Tonnage, atid the Namie 
of Men and Boys employed in Navigating the same (including their repeated Voyage) 
which entered Inwards and cleared Outwards, in the several Ports of Enet.anp, from, o 
to, all Parts of the World, between the 5th January, 1803, and the 5th January, 1go4, 
distinguishing British from Foreign Vessels; and the Countries from whence the said 
Vessels arrived, or to which they were bound. 




















{ eee | 
INWARDS. | OU TWARDS. 
England. | 
a British. Foreign. | British. Foreign, 

. | 
Countries. | ' tie 
Ships.) Tons. | Men. Ships.' Tons. | Men. Ships.| Tons. | Men. |Ships.| Tons. | Men, 
Wofsdee ay ait 
pe Brit.Col.| 241 2,938) 2,417 2) 172 14'| 286) 47.640) 3,068 2 533) 22 
_  UUnit. St.) $8) 20,355) 1,035] 445) 107,654) 5,069) 47| 12,214) 677) 427/104,966) 5,283 
Africa - - = 36 71598; S84] .2 00] ceeeee] woee|l 1321 305236] 3,905 4 613) 56) 
Barbary - - - 9 1,0CI GAY sce.) wo 0 soe Pre 2 215 13; — ae li ee | 
Botany Bay - -|.... coe] cecet coce| eoecce] seve 3 1,510} 126) — | — pie 


Cape of G. Hope 4 913 61) — _ _—- jf — _ 
Damtzic - - -| 112] 24,230) 949; 86; 18,242] 812\] 3 6,669} 314) 25 8,543] 349) 
Denmk.and Norw. 346] 44,926; 2,721) 837, 164,766] 8,687) 454) 81,921) 4,333) 783 153,661) 7,804 
East Indies - - 7 §7576$| 6,035 4 1,530 81] $5} $0,905} 6,115 1} 387 16} 
Flanders - - Als 334 2Ol 32} 39072170) wes e | ceeeee| eeee] 65) 5,646} 332) 

































































Florida - - - 4 925} 60 2 in, WD LeCeTS eee avaa 3| 960h 4s) 
France - - -|{ 301) 22,322) 1,604] 329, 25,661) 2,264) 124 99939| 742) 331! 25,466 2,137) 
aomeny r - 95} 14,372) 749} 156) 18,128) 969} 90] 32,277) 1,633 1551 24,849} 15152 
ibraitar an | 
oats sane =f 16 2s7fgi E46] wees] sees 43 6,391] 362 4| 800} 4s) 
Greenland an 
Davis’s Streights 87} 26,321! 3,385 3 900 78, 80] 24,328) 3,208 — — je 
Guernsey, Jersey, | 
Alderney, &c. = | 322) 27,598) 2,623] .000] ce eeee! oeee tl 575! 38,244) 2,468) — —|— 
Hambro’ - - - 6c] 11,833) 556 26, 4,505; 2311, 84} 18,239) B70) 30) 5,824) 287 
Holland - - - | 182] 24,722) 1535¢{ sto! 34,321! 2,100] 168] 22,410} 1,225]. 393) 27,817) 2,086 
Honduras (Bay of)! 32 8,250, 38¢ or | oe 15 4:777| 2971 — —-|i- 
Pe sng Bay - 2 re 2) 4} 3 780 go} — a ites 
sleof Man - -| 375} 12,606; ry04s] ....! we eee Fosse il 427 16,641) 1,240] — —j- 
Ireland = + = | 4,053} 397,57621,84( 27) 35483} 2001! 4,158} 407,230'23,850 I 90) 1 
may Gio oa 166; 23,465) 1,34: | 97 46, 4a — 352] 27) $1580) 277 
alta - = =] 22 52999! 327] cece] ce cvee tele eet 12 2,21 21t| — = 3 
Portugal&Madeira, 34%| 46,823) 2,607 80, 10,045 725! 208] 33,10] 2125 59. 9,395, 58 
Prussia - - “| 487; 110,276) 4,84{ 909) 122,532 5,285! 355) 67,714) 3,149| 828 114,667) 5,481 
ate ws le 890} 209,596 8,989) 13) 3,126 144) 790| 1565831 11527 38! 99443; 413 
Southern Fishery | 32 95445) 730! ener) ceeeee 1 eoeel 39! 11,034 20) — <= ies 
SpainandCanaries) 199} 26,752| 1,467; 1371 19,653) 1,033} 63 9,264 Jaa 141 20,966) 1,23 
Sweden - - =] 66} To,r00 36| 2791 47,423 2,709 66} 11,322] 550) 127; 21,353 98 
Turkey + - -) 27 59150] 277) eoee| erence porte 9) 1,549] 94) — —\- 
W.Ind. British | 479) 143,660) 7,858! od [osseell 374, 111,726) 7,070, — adie KC Jad 
Coled: Conquer. | 35] 79868] 518 4.0] weer ee! wee. | 49) 12,262 875 273) : 
Foreign | $21 139577; 914! 16| 3,624: 224) 2i 2,852] 182 1 15497) 
| ed INF a sont is gage Px rn ee 
Total - | 9,302)1,368,573/77209 3,398, $90,129 '395925]|| 8,333 1,237,460178,188) 3,453 543.330/2870 








SS 
{ ‘ ‘ 








-\\~ 








se oe oe eenemnmenene™ (eam 


].. Daurey, 


Assistant Regisier General of Shippings 
; Pa} 
24th Masch, 1304. 











1137] PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Navization, (2138 


An Accounr of the Number of Vessexs, with the Amount of their Tonnage, which 
have been annually built and registered in the several Ports of the British Empire, 
between the 5th January, 1802, and the 5th January, 1804. 





Years. | Vessels. Tonnage. 





err 


being the Account delivered 
1,281 137,508 


In the Year 1802 pesecceecece last Year, and now cor- 
rected. 


Tn the Year 1803 cocccccd coceccrecececerens seccveceeesess T3935 - 131,006 


Copies of the Certificates of Registry granted at many of the Ports in the Plantations, for the Year 
ending sth January, 1804, being unreceived, the Vessels that may have been built at such Ports are not 
included in this Account. 


J. Dattey, 
Assistant Reg. General of Shipping, 
24th March, 1$04. 








An Accounr of the Number of Vessexs, and the Amount of their Tonnage, and the 
Number of Men and Boys usually employed in navigating the same, which be- 
longed to the several Ports of the British Empire on the 30th September in the 
Years 1802 and 1803; distinguishing Great Britain, Ireland, and the British Plan- 
tations in America, and the West Indies; as far as the same can be prepared. 





Un the 30th Sep. 1802, being 7 
the Account delivered lasi | On the 30th Sept. 1803. 
Year, and now corrected. 





Ships. | Tons. | Men, Ships. | Tons. | Men. 





England.. CORP be FC ee Weed ee ecace cedoee 133446 1,642,224 113,670 13,936 1,709,302 115,269 
qersey 22.7 ape avcveguinsuedewee teanaseaes 55 45367 559 83 75264 995 
GUERNSEY Ss ciee cea wemere acetic es coece 93 8,610 634 127 11,988 1,614 

se 6 0c vase eee se S6eeqeoesccce 234 53516] 1,268 372 3,799 25138 
Plantations ....cecccecccccececesoreseces| 3,301 | 226,893] 17,9071] 3,225 | 235,164) 15,764 
Scotland... .. .cceccccccssccccocscegecseee| 29349 | 183,935] 155434] 2,662 | 209,222] 14,607 
Weeland: .<s'dé sma Seceauss Oeee Seseceeeese 1,030 §6,510 5,958 T,030 56,510 53058 























Total.......+| 20,568 (2,128,055) 154,53¢| 215445 [2,238,249 1553445 





The Returns from many of the Ports in the Plantations being unrecelved for the Year ending 30th 
September, 1803, the Amount of the Shipping at such Ports have been taken’from the corrected Ac- 
counts of the Year preceding; and the same Mode has been pursued with respect to Ireland, no Ac« 
count haviog been delivered to this Office for the Year 1803. 


J. Dautey, 
Assistant Register Gencral of Shipping. 
24th March, 1804. 








1139] PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Navigation. [1140 

























































































11. 

Es 

An Account of the Number of Vrssets, with the Amount of their Tonnage, and the Number | 

of Men and Boys employed in navigating the same (including their repeated Voyages) : 

which entered Inwards and cleared Outwards, in the several Ports of ScorLawn, from, or : 

to, all Parts of the World, between the 5th January 1803, and the 5th January 1804; dis- : 

tinguishing British from Foreign Vessels; and the Countries from whence the said Vessels Co: 

arrived, or to which they were bound. - 

ar 

So Ss 

: Rex 

SCOTLAND. INWARDS. | OUTWARDS. = 

Bar 

British. Foreign. British. Foreign. Cor 

COUNTRIES. Ad 

Ships.}| Tons. | Men. [Ships,| Tons. |Men, Ships.| Tons, | Men. |Ships. Tons. {Men. Ref 

anil — Sial 

: Brit.Colon.] 65) 12,181] 671} — | — a 80! 14,944] 3,053) — | — po B 
America 1 YnitedSt..| 47| 9,783} $58] 38] 7773] 397, 421 8,876] 584] 35 6,891) 381 
Daatsie 4.00 sc. 6 533 344 — | — — 4 431 31, —| — pel 
Denmark and Norway 90] 9,613] . 552) 263)33,104!1,984)| 93] 10,701} 614] 138} 19,092] 1,074 

Florida pes oie. d.. _ _ _ I 200 10, — — _ I 152 8 Nev 

PGR So c50 Soeba ce 2 462 22 2 297 "2 I 395 ij— _ — Do. 

Gibraltar and Streights 1 194 mI) —f{ — _ I 121 a) — | om ris Do 
eee 2z1{ 2,62o| 142 6| 526] 29) 47] 5.928] 337) 4] 532] 23 

Greenland and Davis’s ‘ 

DEPEIENER, 50.5 000s ¥5] 4,280] 59%} —| — — | Is} 4,280 593) — | — _ Pure 
Guertisey, ....2.,... 4 428 23} —| — — | I go 44 —| — dies Fur 
Jersey: p00. Wie iee eco = _ — —|— _ | 1 6o 44 —; — pe 
Hamburgh .......... 2 404 13; —| — — — - —| — On. 
Honduras (Bay of) .. 2 413 2g) ef ee Pome | 3 685) 53} — | — | — er 
Holland ...... seeder st] 5,13] 316] » rg! 1,284) 64 ri} 1,082 62 6} 1,083] 5x 
Treland ........ 4.0.) 18743] 107,308] 7,718) —- | — — 1,518] 95,049) 7,306, —| — _ 

Isle of Man ........} 31 981} roll — | — — |} 40} 1,185) r29, —] — | — Fees 
ET Cahisiccaonccks of 9} 35358] 74) —| — | —i 6 645) 39) =f oe | 
OS 5500 iciseenk a8 — —| —-|— —} 2 258 po] | Tet: 
Wlee cssceccacccel 30, Bal ‘287 tT} 450] 14] 17) 29423) T24) — | — | 
Portugal and: Madeira 34) 4,361 267 2} 21o| 414 32] 1,405 86 I 181 Hy — 
POSSE. . 220 355% eee] 171{ 29,605] ¥,398| 2! 1,745) 81} 78] 12,490) 652) 19) 2,506) sar A 
Russia.........,0+..) 220} 29,087] r,544f —| — — || 130) 19,868) 1,023) —} — | — fin 
RPT Per: Mee Ue es s| 583] ar 7] 15299 81 2} 3571 Io tl 
Sweden osc cc cciccce 69] §,322h 342 3] 1,193 69 40 32433 215 2 239} 17 c! 
. (British,, 6c] 15.389} 922] —]| — — | 69] 17,936] 19432] —| — = S 
pr con Conquer. I2} 1,544) 148) —] — — || 15} 3.299) 248) —| — = A 
rian Foreign 3 434) 60} 2} §40) 30 3 647 43 I 179 9 y 
: | st 
Patet ..icks 2,694 245.6921 1557951 354 47,905, 21735 | 222341 2079380 1497521 209 31,212| 1,711 C 
Si 
1797 
J. Datiey, 
Assistant Register General of Shipping. 
24th March, 1804. i 
Abst 
H 
Ye 
Br 
m: 
18 
ou 
' Si 
Ste 
Coloa 
Lieut. 


Mejar 





1141] 


Estimate of the Sums that will probably be 
required for the Service of the Barrack 
DeprarTMEntT, in Great Britain, in the 
Year 1804.——-Dated Dec. 9, 1803. 
Signed, OJ]. De Lancy, B. M. Gen. 


Coals and Candles.....0...eec0 
Bedding and Furniture.. 
Barrack Masters’ Expenditure for Utensils, 
Straw, Salaries, &c......0.. ; 
RentsS.... 00. 
Lodging Mon 
Allowance to Governors... ... : 
Barrack Office Establishment.......... 
Contingencies.... os 
Additional Works to Barracks........+0% 
Do. Do. to Hospitals..........- 
Repairs, &c. KC. ye ones sees se cr cesees 
Stables for Regimental Staff Officers and 
Bat Horses....4- 


25,000 


85,485 
23,809 
20,723 

2,857 
13328 

5,336 
36,030 
26,400 


599345 


etree ee eeee 


25,410 


£- 631,314 
For Services ordered in 1803 : 3 
New Barracks........--e+0. -- £969,062 
Do. hired and fitted.........- 415,450 
Do. Hospitals .. 224,049 
1,231,566 
27,019 
266,151 
19524:73% 
On Account of Barracks ordered to be 
erected, but not yet begun......-0. «. 


were ee sere toe eeteses 


Purchase of Premises, &c.... +. 
Furniture and Utensils.. 


ee eee ter 


119,000 
92783045 
28,235 


Fees to be paid at-the War Office........ 


Tetal to be provided in the Year 1804 £.2,303,930 





An Account of the Amount of the Notes of 
the Bank of Ireland, in Circulation (in- 
cluding Bank Post Bills payable atter 
Seven Days Sight) on the 1st January, 
April, June, and September, 1797, re- 
spectively. —Presented to the Houses of 
Commons,—-— Dated Dec. 9, 1803,—— 
Signed W. Donlevy, Acct. Gen. 

Pe $e “he 
-621,917 6 4 
©737,268 13 115 

oe earal PS iss Se ods re 853,662 2 5 

oscooese September. 20.2 0s%+ 959,999 IO 6 


| eeneeaentnemnetietadsantiand=ee 


1797....%st January 


7 





Abstract from the List, presented to the 
House of Commons, by Mr, Secretary 
Yorke, of Votuntreer Cores in Great 
Britain, which have been placed on per- 
manent Pay and Duty, since first Nov. 
1803; as far as the same can be made 
out.—Dated zoth February, 1804.—— 
Signed, R. Poole Carew, Under §ec. 
State. 

SOU os dard wilioreyiniedtadhasas cian 

Lieut. Colonels....... sets Gr Skies sala cada 


anat «cb ores 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.—Barracks, Corn Bounties, &c. 


£. 302,090 ; 





[1142 


Captains. ..200 ccosecccssccesccccocanem 237 
Lieutenants Kaasiecegacu> —aee 
Cornets or Ensigns.... 219 


Chaplains... 0... see se cecee cccners ence 5 


| Paymasters..... GC weld deh dd t0c.0 ene 40 ctene 


17 
Adjutants.. 28 
Quarter Masters.......+.. ‘ 30 
Surgeons..,..... 
Assistant SUrYCONS.... eee eeeee 
Serjeant Majois .. ...0 ccesecccccccccccce 23 
Sesjeants.. .<.- 795 
Corporals 273 
Trumpeters or Drummerse....s.eseeereeee = 3.53 
Privates. 20.000 00 ccnccsswcsccccstosecs S392 


—_——— 


eeeresese 7 








General Abstract of the Scspivision 
Rotts, requited by Act 43 Geo. III. 
Cap. 96, so far as the same can be at 
present made up from the Returns trans- 
mitted to the Office of the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department.—Dated 
Feb. 15, 1804.——Signed Reginald Pole 
Carew. 


No, in rst Class, effective...2...sesees- 444,086 
ad Effective 110,966 
3d Effective.... 
ath Effective 
Vothdtary Service. (0. 20 op o netcecccre 406,786 
Army, Marines, Volunteer Corps, Sea 

‘ . +--+ 139,471 
Clergy, licenced Teachers, Medical Men, 

and Counstabies.... 





_ 





Abstract of an Account of the Amount of 
Premiums, Bountigzs, and Sums of 
Money expended under the Authority of 
the Act of the 4rst Geo. III. Cap. 99, 
for granting Bounties for taking ‘and 
bringing Fish to the Cities of London and 
Westminster, and other Places in the 
United Kingdom, in’ the last Season :— 
Which Premiums or Bounties have been 
given in consequence of Directions from 
the Lo:ds Commissioners of his Majesty's 
Treasury: presented to Parliament, in 
pursuance of the 3d Sect. of said Act.— 
Dated 14th Dec: 1303.—Signed, N. Vane 
sittart, Sec. Treasury. 
Ports. 


London 


Amount of Premium. 
23370 O 
agg 


Fdinburgh 

Treland 

Charges ana Expences attending the ; 
ascestaiming the Bounties....... 1,566 4° 0 


Total......11,268 9g. o 








1143} PARL. ACCOUNTS.—4rmy Extraordinaries. 


An Account of Exrraorpinary Ex- 
PeNses of the Army, incurred and paid 
by the right hon. the Paymaster General 
of his Majesty’s Forces, from the 25th 
Dec. 1803, both inclusive. 


1803. Feb. 7.—To Mrs. Pickstone 
(late Budd) for Provisions. in 
store in the I. of Jersey and Al- 
derney - = I Re 

April 20.—Do, in Guernsey, Jer- 
sey, and Alderney - - 

May 21.—Do.in Guernsey - - 

Sep. 21.—The Representatives of 
Mrs. Pickstone, for Do. in Jer- 
sey, Guernsey, and Alderney - 

July 16.—G. Duley, Esq. for Pro- 
visions supplied byhis late Fa- 
ther, Capt. B. Duley, to the late 
Capt. W. Lacey, for the Use of 
the Gar.at Goree  - - = 

Sep. 15.—Mr. I. Davis, for Sup- 
plies furnished by him to the 
Troops in Flandersin 1795 = 

Bills of Exch. dated 27th May to 
30th Sept. 1803, drawn by Ed. 
Stanley, Consul at Trieste, for 
Relief of Emigrasts  - m 

Do. Dated 2d Oct. 1802, drawn by 
J. Robley, Pres. at Tobago, for 
Salary of Sec. and for Stationery 

Do. dated 26th Oct. to 17th Dec. 
1802, drawn by W. Eppes, Com. 
at Newfoundland, for Provisions 
and Stores furnished the Gar. - 

Do. 3d Dec. 1802 to 17th Oct. 
1803, drawn by T. Durell, Dep. 
Com. on the Continent for Con- 
tinental Claims, for Stores sup- 
plied the Army in Flanders, and 
pay of Dutch Officers - 

Do. 1st May, 1802 to rst Nov. 
1803, drawn by Lt. Gen. A. Gore 
don, Lr. Gov. of Jersey, for Subs 
sistence of Jersey Troop, Ord- 
mance Works, and Hire of Ves- 
sels, &c. - - - 

‘Do. 1st Dec. 1802 to 1st Nov. 1803, 
drawn bythe Prince of Bouillon, 
Commandant at Jersey, for Re- 
NiefofEmigrants - - =< 

Do. 7th July to roth Oct. 1801, 
drawn by G. Burgman, Dep. 
Com. Gen. in the Mediterra- 
nean, for Expenses of Army in 

Egypt adel i, ¢ 

Bill, dated 27th Sept. 1801, drawn 
by R. H. Kennedy, Acting Com. 
Gen. in Egypt - - - 

Bills of Ex. dated 12th July, 1803, 
drawn by Lt. Col. Fahy, Licut. 
Gov. of Alderney, for publicSer- 
vices - - - - 

Do. 28th Aug. 1802, drawn by T. 
Carleton, Lt. Gov. of N. Bruns- 
wick, for N. Brunswick Reg. + 

Do. rath Sept. 1802, drawn by W. 
Keppel, Gov. of Martinique, for 
Chaplain.and Sec,’s Salary - 

Do. 22d Sept. 1802, drawn by A. 
Green, Dep. Paymaster at Hali- 
fax, for Service of Prince Ed- 
ward’s Fencibles - - 





Do. 6th Jan. 1803, drawn by Lt. 
Col. C. Stevenson, Commandant 
at Guernsey, for public Services 
and Contingencies - - - 

Bills of Ex. dated 4th March to 
15th Nov. 1803, drawn by Maj. 
Gen. J. Doyle, Commandant at 
Guernsey, for Do. - - 

Bill, dated t1th April 1801, drawn 
by A. Fernandes, Assist, Com. 
Gen. in the Mediterranean, for 
Expenses of Army inEgypt - 

Bills of Ex. dated 24th Sept. 1802 
to 19th Aug. 1803, drawn by J. 
Halkett, Gov. of the Bahamas, 
forProvisions and Hire of armed 
Vessels, and Service of the Ord- 
nance, &e. - - - - 

Do. 29th June, 1802, to 24th 
March 1803, dtawn by G. Beck- 
with, Gov. of Bermuda, for mi- 
litary Exp.of thatColony = - 

Do. 4th June, 1803, drawn by the 
hon. W. Wyndham, Envoy at 
Florence, for Service of Emi- 
grants - - = 

Do. 3d June, 1803, drawn by the 
hon. A. C. Johnstone. Gov. of 
Dominica, for Relief of the 
French Adm. La Crosse - 

Do. 3d Feb. to 18th June, 1802, 
drawn by H. Le Mesurier, Com, 
Gen. in the Mediterranean, for 
Service of the Army there == 

Do. 20th Oct. to 30th Nov. 1802, 
drawn by E. Corbet, Agent for 
Affairs of St. Domingo, for Pay 
of himself and Persons employ- 
edinhis Depart. - -— = 

Do. toth Dec. 1800, drawn by H. 
Motz, Com. Gen. in the Medi- 
terranean, on acct. of Army in 
Egypt . Poe 

Do. 24th March to 24th June 1803, 
drawn by Brig. Gen. G. Prevost, 
Lt. Gov. of St. Lucia, for Con- 
tingencies - - - 

Do. 28th Sep. 1802 to 24th June, 
1803, drawn by S. Dent, Gov. of 
Grenada, forContingencies - 

Bill, 28th Dec. 1802, drawn by W. 
Drummond, Envoy at Naples, 
for Service of Emigrants - 

Bills of Ex. 20th Oct. 1802 to 27th 
Aug. 1803, drawn by A, Sloane, 
Consul at Rome, for do. * 

Do. rsth Feb. 1802 to 2d July, 
1803, drawn by Maj. Gen. J. 
Despard, Pres. of Cape Breton, 
for hire of a Vessel, the Sec.’ 
Salary, and Stationery - 

Do. rath Oct. 1802 to 2oth July, 
1803, drawn by Maj Gen. G. 
Nugent, Lt. Gov. of Jamaica, 
for Allowance of Barracks, Staff, 
and other mil. Exp. - ~ 

Do. 14th Nov. 1802 to 14th June, 
1803, drawn by Ld. Lavington, 
Lt. Gov. of the Leeward Islands, 
for hire of a Schooner, Sec.’s 
Salary, and Stationery - - 

Do. 17th Auy. 1802 to 30th Sept. 
1803, drawn by Sir J. Went- 
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worth, Bart. L. Gov. of Nova £. 
Sbotia, for Nova Scotia Regt. - 

Do. 8th June 1803 to 17th Sept. 
following, drawn by Adm. J. 
Gambier, Com. in Chief at 
Newfoundland, for Pub. Ser- 
vices - 

Do. 26th Feb. to 2gth May slat 
drawn by Hon. A. Paget, Envoy 
at Vienna for Relief of Corsican 
Emigrants residing in a Aus- 
trian Dominions 

Do ist Dec. 1802 to arst March 
1803, drawn by J. Danelon, V. 
Consul at Trieste, tor Service of 
Emigrants - 

Do. 1st Feb. to 31st May 1802, 
drawn by the Hon. F. North, 
Gov. of Ceylon for Pub. Services 40,636 

Do. rsth Sept. 1802, drawn by H. 
R. H. Edw. Duke of Kent, Gov. 
of Gibraltar, for Laeger to Bar- 
racks, &c. - 

Do. 22d Oct. 1802 to 2oth July 
1803, drawn by Ld. Seaforth, 
Gov. of Barbadoes, for Sec. Sa- 
lary, Stationery, and Expenses 
attending Prosecution of the 
Pirates of Ship Friendship - 

Do. 19th Oct. 1802 to Igth July 
1803, drawn by W.W. Bentinck, 
Gov. of St. Vincent, for Sec. 
Salary, Stationery, ane Hire of 
a Vessel - 

Do. 13th Nov. 1802 to 3iet Oct. 
1803, drawn by Ld. R.S. Fitz- 
gerald, Minister at Lisbon, for 
Service of Emigrants - - 

Do. 23d Dec. 1802 to 9th Sept. 
1803, drawn by Sir A. J. Ball, 
Bart. Gov. of Malta, for Pur- 
chase of San for Use of that 
Island - . 

Do. 14th March to 2d July 1803, 
drawn by J. L. Panter, Sec. to 
the W. India Commission of 
Inquiry, for the Exp- of the 
Commission - 

Bill dated 3d May 1803, aan by 
W. A‘Court, Envoy at Naples, 
for Service of Fr. and Corsican 
Emigrants 

Bills of Ex. 6th June to sth Sept. 
1803, drawn by H. Tuker, Pres. 
of Bermuda, for Mil. haa of 
that Colony - - 

Do. 2d Nov. 1796, drawn by V. 
Jones, Com. Gen. at, the Wind- 
ward and Leeward Islands, fur 
Ext. Exp. of Troops « 

Do. 29th Aug. 1803,. drawn by 
Sir T. Trigge, K. B. Lt. Gov. of 
Gibraltar, for Pub. Services - 

Do. 2oth April to 30th July 1803, 
drawn by Col. T. Barrow, Su- 
petintend. at Honduras, for Sa- 
lary of himself, Sec. and Contin- 
gencies - - 

Do. 13th March ie diawa by 
Gol. C, Craufurd, on Account of 
Condé Army, &c. - 

Do, 20th Oct. 1893, jun “ag Col. 
R. Craufurd - - 

Bill, 5th Sepc. 1803, drawa by H. 
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Elliot, Minister at Naples, for 
Service of Fr. and Corsican Emi- 
grants - 

Bills of Ex..31st De. 1800 to 30th 
June 1802, drawn by J. Glas- 
furd, acting Com. Gen. in the 
Windward and Leeward Islands, 
for Provisions, Stores, and other 
Ext. Exp. of Forces there - 

Do. 30th June 1802 to 31st March 
1803, drawn by H. R.H. the 
Duke of Kent, Gov. of Gibral- 

tar, for sundry special Contin- 
gent Services of that Garrison 

Do. 30th June 1803, drawn by Sir 
T. Trigge, L. Gov. of Dito, for 
Ditto - 

Do. 7th April 1802 to rft Feb. 
1803, drawn by the Dep, Pay- 
master at the Cape of G. Hepe, 
for Contingent and Ext. Exp. of 
Forces inthat Colony = - - 

Do. 26th April to 24th May 1803, 
drawn by the Acting Dep. Pay- 
master in the Province of N. 
Brunswi@k, for Ext. Exp. of 
Forces in that Province - 

Cash paid by the Dep. Paymaster 
in Canada, for Ext. Exp. of Ar- 
my in that Province, for 3 Qrs., 
to 24th june, 1803. - - 

Do. by the Acting Dep. Paymaster 
in N. Scotia, for the Ext, Exp. 
of- Army in that Province, for 
one Year, to 24th Sept. 1803 

May 28.—Messis. Harman and 
Co. to be remitted to Russia, 
in full Satisfaction and Dis- 
charge of all Sums due under 
the several Treaties entered into 
with his Imp. Maj. the Emp. of 
Russia - - 63,000 0 Oo 

Deduct Cash received of Messrs. 
S. Thornton and Co. on Acct. 
of Representatives of Cornwall 
Smalley, Esq. being Balance of 
Acct. of Russian and Austrian 
Subsidy ~ 11,940 17 3 


27.—G. Best, Esq. in Reimburse- 
ment of Sums advaaced by 
Hanoverian Gov. in 1797, 8, 9, 
1800, and 1801, for Pensions to 
invalids of Electoral Troops, 
late in the Pay of G. Britain - 

1802. Dec. 30—Do. for Rations 
and Portions for Augmentation 
to Hanoverian Troops in Pay 
of G. Britain. from 1ft Feb. 
1794 to the Day of their sonia 
from Hanover 

1803. Jan. 6.—Sundry Officers, for 

Value of their Horses delivered 
over to Gov, at Lisbon, upon 

’ their Embarkation for Egypt i in 
1800 - 

22.—I.t. Col. Whethen, as an Sn 
demnification for Charges he in- 
curred, and Losses sustained, in 
making Preparations to enable 
him to take Possession of the 
Gov. of the Island of Curasoa 

28.—Sundiy Officers sent on a 
special Mission to the Domi- 
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nions of the Grand Signior, for 
their travelling Expenses trom 
thence to England - 
29.—Ensiga G. Wilkinson, sah 
Foot, for Cure of a Wound re- 
ceived in Action in Holland 
Feb. 2.—G. Knox, Esq. Exec. of 
Maj.-Gen. Knox, for Exp. in- 
curred by him for his Outit on 
his Sppeataes: as. Lt. Gov. 
of Jamaica 
3.——Lt. Col. F. A. Wetherall, for 
Exp. attending Cure of kis 
Wounds, and for his Passage 
from the West-Indies 
4—Capt, J. Maister, of the 2a 
Bat. of the 20th Foot, for Exp. 
attending Cure of a Wound re- 
ceived in Holland - - 
5.-~Gen. O’Hara, for ext. con- 
tingent Exp. of Regts. at Gt- 
braltar, from ift July to sae 
Dec. 1801 - 
26.—Representatives of Sir Ad. 
Campbell, for Balance of his 
Acct. as Lt. Gov. and Com, in 
Chief of Jamaica - - 
March 4.—Lord Minto, to reim- 
burse like Sum paid by him to 
Corsican Emigrants, between 
27th Dec. etic and 22d Oct. 
ror - - 
18.—Mr. J. T. Evite, for Exp. in 
Janding and storing Provisions 
from iat in Minorca, 
&e. 


24.—Lt. Col. J. A. Schalch, of the 


Royal Artillery, for undrawn ~ 


Rations while serving at Goree 

28,—W. Huskisson, Esq. for cer- 
tain Supplies of Clothing, and 
other Requisites, for Native 
Troops in Ceylon, and sundry 
Articles for Pub. Service, and 
for Advances to Officers going 
out - 

30.—W. Chinnery, Esq. for Amt. 
of Int. allowed on Balance of 
Acct. of Lt. Col. H. Rudyerd, 
as commanding Engineer in 
Canada, and for Part of a Sur- 
charge in his said Acct. - 

April 1.—To discharge a Bill of 
Ex. drawn by Agent for Packets 
at Barbadoes, upon the Post- 
master-General, for hire of a 
Brig employed by him on a 
special Service, by Directions 
of the Sec, of State - - 

4.—M. Setaro, Esq. late Portu- 
gueze Com. Gen., acting with 
the Brit. Auxil. Army in Portu- 
gal, as an Indemnification’ for 
actual Loss sustained by him, 
in supplying the Brit. Army in 
Portugal with Bread and Barley 

4,—Mess. Ommaney and Druce, 
to be distributed among the 
Officers and Crews of Squadron 
that captured the Island uf Goe 
ree, being the Amount of Pro- 
visions, Stores, kc. captured in 
said Island, and applicd to Use 
of Forces in Gaiiison = ~ 


ee er! 
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25.-—-Comte de Damas for Levy 
Money, Clothing, and other 
Contingent Disbursements, on 
Acct. of Infantry of late Corps 
de Damas, re in Condé 
Army - 

May 4.—Lt. Gen. Fox, for Equi- 
page Money, on his Appoint- 
ment as Gen. and Commander 
of Forces in the Mediterranean 

Col. W. Hutchinson of qgth Foot, 
for Exp. atrending Cure of a 
Wound received in Holland - 

5—Mr. J. Miller, for Detention 
on Public Service, during the 

Time the Army was in Egypt 

¥3.-—Lt. W. Mackeozie, late of 
42d Foot, and Storekeeper in 
the Qr. Master Gen.’s,Depart- 
ment in the Mediterranean, for 
F xp. in landing and rene 
Stores, &c - 


| June 2.—§. YN. Rossi, to cutie 


him to proceed to — to join 
the Malay Corps - 

6.—\W. Huskisson, Esq. for Sup- 
plies of Clothing and other Re- 
quisites for Native Troops in 
Ceylon, and sundry Articles for 
Pub. Service, and for Advances 
to Officers going out - 

8.—Ma}. W. Grey, of 17th Foot, 
for Gure of a Wound received 
in Action in Holland - 

Lt. Col. Graham, of 27th Foot, 
for do. - - - 

14.—Mr, P. Ferick, for Rations 
due and undrawn by hin, be- 
tween May 1779 and Dec. 1783, 
while serving as aiegicn at 
Goree - - 
23-—Mr. T. P. Courtenay, for 
Stationery delivered toc Public 
Service at Canada - 

25.—Mrs. T. Grant, Widow ofthe 
“late Lt. Col. J. Grant, of 46th 
Foot, as a Remuneration for 
Services rendered by her late 
Husband, as Brit. 6 ae at St. 
Domingo 

July 9.—Maj. Gen. Wilford, for 
Sabres delivered into his Ma- 
jesty’s Stores, and toa Provin- 
cial Corps in St. Domingo, and 
—* to York Hussars - 

26.—P. F. Thorne, Esq. for Ba- 
lance of his Account as Maj. 
Commandant of Islands of St. 
Pierre and Miquelon, between 
tgth Nov. 1793, and Sept. 1794 

Aug. I9g.-—Lt. Col. Turner, for 
Exp. in removing certain Are 
ticles taken from the French at 
Alexandria - - 

C. Rooke, Esq. for bringing home 
Dispatches trom Major erie 
Stuart in Egypt - 

26 —Capt. J. L. Weir, for biteigy 
ing Dispatches containing Intel. 
of Capture of St. Lucta - 

Mr. W. Webb, 


House in St. Lucia tor Use of 
sick Prisouers at War - 
Sepi. 9.—Representatives of Lt. 
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Col. Irving, for a Surcharge in 
his Account as Dep. Qr. Mas- 
ter Gen. at Quebec, from sate 
to 1765 

15. —W. Merry; Esq. for his Ma- 
jesty’s Proportion of 1,230} 
Chald. of Coals deliv. at Gibral- 
tar for the Use of Garrison =~ 

24.—Capt. F. Millar, late Barrack 
Master at ‘Grenada, for Disburs. 
incurred in Barrack Mafter Ge- 
neral’s Department - 

26,—Gen. W. Dalrymple, for Ba- 
Jance of his Account. as Quarter 
Master Gen. in America, from 
ift April 1780 to 30th June 
1782 - - - 
of Io.—Capt. E. A. Draper,. for 
bringing Dispatches containing 
Intel. of Capture of Tobago - 

Nov. 1.—Messrs. Ommaney and 
Druce, to be paid over to Sir C. 
Hamilton, late Com. of Ship 
Melpomene, and to Officers and 
Crew thereof, as an Allowance 
for the Petit Courier, French 
Schooner, and her Stores, cap- 
tured by them at Goree in 1800, 
and sold for Use of Garrison in 
that Island 

7—Mrs. M. Watts, “Widow of 
Cap. Watts, of Ship Osprey, for 
a Boat deliv. by her late Hus- 
band to Col, Frazer in 1800, for 
Use of Garrison at Goree - 

Dec. 3.—Maj. Gen. Wemyss, for 
Exp. on Passage of himself and 
Suite to the Island of Ceylon 

Sir J. Craig, fer Equipage Money, 
on proceeding to take Command 
of the Cape of G. Hope - 

Col. J. Abercromby, for bringing 
intelligence ot earmgned of A- 
lexandria 

5.—W. Walker, Esq. to pay a Bill 
remaining due on his Contin- 
gent Account as Commissary at 
the Island of St. Vincent - 

y2.—W. Merry, Esq. for his Ma- 
jesty’s Proportion of 9034 Chal. 
of Coals, deliv. at Gibraltar for 
Use of Garrison - 

Do. for additional Duties and 
Freight of 1,280 Chal. of Coals 
delivered at do. - 

22—-Do. for additional do. of 
9034 Chal. of de. deliv. at do. 

Jan. 4.—Pay of sundry Gen. and 
Staff Officers, and Officers of 
Hospital at "home, in Years 
1800 and r80r 

5.—Dr. J. rhelan, for 1 122 days 
Pay as Physician in Gt. Britain, 
to 24th Dec. 1801 

$.—Pay of sundry Gen. and Staff 
Officers at. home, for various 
Periods “ " 

22.—-Count de Meuron, for 1 Qrs. 
Subsidy to 25th Sept. 1802, for 
continuing his Corpe i in his Ma- 
jesty’s Service 

Sir W. Fawcett, K. B. for 183 
Days additional Pay as Jate Adj. 
Gen., to 24th June 1802 - 





25.—J. B. Clarke, for Pay as Ase 
sistant Commis. at Cape Bre- 
ton, from 26th Aug. 180% toa 
22d May 1802 - 

Mr. J. Clarke, for 319Days Pay as as 
Assist. Commis. in N. America, 
to 18th Aug. 1802 - - 

26 —-Sundry Persons sent on spe- 
cial Service to Constantinople, 
for their Ext. Pay, from 28th 
Nov. 1801 to 2Ist Oct. 1802, the 
Termination of the Service —- 

28.—Capt. Fletcher and Mr. H. 
P. Wightman, who were on the 
above Service, for an wititionel 
Allowance - 

Feb. 2.— Gen. D. Dundas for s26, 
Days additional Pay as Qr.Mas- 
ter Gen. to 28th Aprilr802. - 

Do. for 57 Days Do. as Qr. Master 
Gen. to 24th June 1802 - 

3.— Representatives of late J. 
Rush, Esq. for 365 Days Add. 
Pay as Inspector of Regimental 
Hospitals, to 24th Dec. 1801 - 

4.—Col. J. Burnet, Mil. Superin- 
tendant of Hospitals, for Pay 
of himself and Resident Super- 
intendants under his Command, 
from 25th June to24thDec. 1801 

5-—Sundry Persons for half Pay 
for various Periods, for theirlate * 
Services on the Rivers and Lakes 
in Canada - 

7-—Pay of sundry Gen. and Staff 
Officers, for several Periods - 

8,— Lieut. R. Griffith, for for- 
warding Deserters to and from 
Ireland, from 25th Dec. 18co to 
24th Dec. 1801 - - “ 

T. Le Breton for 243 Days Pay as 
Maj. of Brigade in Jersey, to 
24th Aug. 1799 - 

D. of Richmond, for Pay ofa Sa- 
pernum, Qr. Master of Royal 
Reg. of Horse Guards, from 25th _ 
Dec. 1800 to 24th Dec. 1801 ~ - 

9.—Mr. R. Stewart, for 61 Days 
pay as Dep. Purveyor of Hospi- 
tals to the Forces under Sir R. 
Abercromby, to 24th Dec. 1300 

17.—Capt. S. Brown, for 152 days 
Pay asAssist. Qr. Master in the 
Mediterranean, to 24th Oct. 1801 

28.—F, Hutchinson, for 365 Days 
Pay as Assistant Commis. in 
America, to 29th Oct. 1802 - 

March 1.—Pay ofsundry Gen. and 
Staff Officers and Officers of the 
Hospital, in 1800 and18o1_ = 

Do. Do. in 1800 and 1802 

Sundry Persons for Half Pay, for 
various Periods, for their Ser- 
vices on the Rivers and Lakes 
in Canada - 

2.—D. of Yorke, for Add. Pay of 
his Public Secy. and for Pay of 
a Private Secy. from 25th Dec. 
1799 to 24th Dec. 1800 - - 

Do. for Do. from 25th Dec. 1800 
to 24th Dec. 1801 - - 

Col. T. Hislop, for Pay as Brig. 
Gen. forthe Period of his hold- 
ing the Command of Forces at 
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Demerara, from 24thApril 1796 
to 24th Dec. 180r _- ~ 

D. of York, for Pay of certain 
Commissioned and Warrant Of- 
fiesrs attached to Coldstream 
Regt. of Foot Guardsin 1801 - 

3-—-Mr. A. M. Brown, for 149 
DaysPay as late Barrack Master 
Gen. of St. 9 to 7 : 
3803 - 


4-—Lt. Gen. Carleen; for Half a a. 


_ Year’s Allowance as Gov. of 
Province of N. Brunswick, to 
24th Dec. 1801 - ~ - 

A. Howe, for 226 Days Pay as Com. 
mis. in Prince Edward’s aan 
to 24th Sept. 1802 - 

J. B. Butler, for goo Days Pay, as 
Dep. Com. Gen. in N. suntan) 
to 18th May 1802 - 

y.—-Pay of pe Staff Officers 
and Officers of the Hospitals 
serving at home, for several Pe- 
riods, to 24th June 1802 . 
§.—Pay of several Gen. and Staff 
Officers, for various Periods - 

14.—M. C. Mason, for 947 Days 
Pay as Commis. of Accounts 
to Forces formerly employed on 
the Continent, to sth Feb. 1800 

15.—Col. H. Calvert, for 182 days 
addit. Pay as Adj. Gen. to 24th 
June 1802 - - 

Representatives of Sir c. Stuart, 
for 121 Days personal Pay as 
Com. in Chief in the Mediter- 
ranean, to 24th April 1800 - 

18.—-Col. H. Calvert, Adj. Gen. 
for 365Days Pay ofan Absistant, 
to 24th Dec. 180% - 

Col. J. Stewart, for 117 Days Pay 
as Brig. Gen. at Gibraltar, to 
24th June 1800 - 

Pay of sundry Assistant Qr. Mas- 
ters Gen. in the Mediterranean, 
im 180) and 1801 - - 

22.—D. of Gloucester, for Pay of 
certain commissioned and war- 
rant Officers attached to rst 
Reg. of Foot Guards, but not 
borne on Estab., from 25th Dec. 
1800 to the 24th Dec. 1801 - 

April 22.—77 Days Allowance to 
Sir J. Dick, late one of the 
Comptrollers of Accounts of the 
Army, to 24th Dec. 1802 in 

F. Hutchinson, for additional Pay 
as Assist. Commis. of Forces in 
N. America, from 25th July 1802 
to 29th Oct. 1802 - 

26.—T. Keate, Esq. for 365 Days 
addit. Pay as Surgeon _— to 
Pris Dec. 1802 - 
7.—Ct.de Meuron, for r Qarter’s s 
"Subsidy, to 25th Dec. 1802, for 
continuing taCorpes in _ — 
Service 

29.--Col. J. L. Gowes, “for 547 
Days Pay as Aid-de-Camp to 
his Majesty, to 24th June 1802 

May 4.—Maj. Hudson Lowe, for 
Pay and Allo-vances, as Com- 
mandant of late Corsican Ran- 
gers, from sth July 1800 to 
24th Dec. 1802, and to Assist. 


‘ 
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Surgeon S. W. Robins, of we 
same Corps - 

7—D. Fraser, late Captain in 
Queen’s American Rangers, for 
x Year’s Allowance, to 31ft Dec. 
1801, for his long Services = 

Do. for t Year’s do. to 34st Dec. 
1802, tor - A cs 

10o.—Lt. Col. Paterson, for his 
extra Allowance, as Assist. Qr, 
Master Gen. from 25th Dec. 
1801 to 24th Dec.-1802 - 

12,—Maj. Gen. J. Stewart, for Pay 
on the Staff at Gibraltar for 352. 
Days, to 11th Dec. t801 - 

14.—Late Mr. H. Lowe, for 24 
Days Pay, as Assist. Inspector 
of HoSpitats at Gawaiaty to 10th 
Oct. 180% . 

17.-——Pay of sundry Gen. and Staff 
Officers, and Officers of the Hos- 
pitals, for several Periods, to 
24th Dec. 1802 = a 

Do. Do. in several Years. -° (- 

Pay of sundry Assistant Surgeons 
of rst and 2d Regiments of Foot 
Guards, when employed on Fo- 
reign Service in 1799 

D. of York, for add. Pay of Assist. 
Surgeons of Coldstream Regt. of 
Ft. Guards, while a on 
Foreign Service 

Sir W. Fawcett, for Pay and add. 
Pay, as late Adj. Gen. for hand 
Days, to 24th Dec. 1802 - 

25.—Capt. R. Plampin, for soDays 
Pay as Chief Aid-de-Camp to 
Adm. Goodall, when Gov. of © 
Toulon. to 30th Oct. 1793 - 

26—Lt. Col. Fraser, to complete 
his Pay as Command. of Island 
of Goree, from 28th Aug. 1800 
to rsth Oct. 1802 - 

R. White for} a Year’s Allowance 
as- late Agent for the Honduras 
District, to 1st April, 1803 - 

28.—Lt. Col. Losack, for 182 Days 
Pay, as Brig. Maj. Gen. at home, 
to 24th June, 1798 =e - 

June 2.—Representatives of John 
Carmody, for his Pay for 1 Year 
and 291 Days, as Dep. Com.Gen, 
to Forces in the W. ae to 
11th Oct. 1800 

6,—Mr.A. Robertson, for 91 Days 
Pay as Dep. Inspector of Hospi- 
tals at jonas to ageh Ang 
180 

9. es of several Staff Officers, 
and Officers of the Hospitals, for 
sundry Periods in 18c0 and 1802 

P. Marignac, for Pay as Apothe- 
cary to Forces in Portugal for 
30 Days in 1797, nt for 122 
Days in 1802 

17.—F. Knight, Esq. for 363 Days 
add. Pay, as Inspector of Reg. 
Hospitals, to 24th Dec. 1802 - 

18.—Gen. D. Dundas, for 365 Days 
Pay of his two Assistants, as 
Qr. Mr. Gen. to 24th Dec. 1802 

22.—Sir L. Pepys, for 365 Days 
add. Pay, as eg acter a Gen. to 
24th Dee. 1802 

24.Dr. J. Franck, for 120 Days 
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Pay, as Inspector of Hospitals 
in Egypt, to 24th June,1802 - 
July z5.—Mr. A. M. Brown, for 
149 Days Pay, as late Barrack 
Master Gen. of St. Vincent, te 
16th July, 1803 - - 
28.—Pay of Supernum. Non-com. 
Officers and Privetes of 3d Foot 
Guards, from 25th Dec. 1802 to 
24th March, 1803 - . 
- Aug. 3-—Mr,. G. P. Toosy, for 122 
Days Pay, as Apothecary to the 
Forces, to 24th Oct. 1803 - 
8.—Sir]. Fitzpatrick; for 183 Davs 
do. as Inspector of Health in G. 
Britain, to 24th Dec. 1862 - 
17.—W. Huskisson, Esq. to be ad= 
vanced to sundry Officers of 
Malay Regts. at Céylon, for 6 
Months Pay, to enable them to 
join their Regiments 
22.—M. Petrie, Esq. for 304 Days 
add. Pay, as Commis. of Ac- 
counts to Army of Portugal and 
Corsica, to 24th June, 1803 = 
25.—Col. C,W. Este, for 310 Days 
addt. Pay, as Sec. to lare Sir J. 
Vaughan and Maj. Gen. Irving 
in the W. Indies, to 18th March 
1796 _ “ + 
30.—Sir D. Dundas, for 183 Days 
add. Pay, as Qr. M.Gen. to sa 
Dec. 1802 
Sep. 2.—Mr. W. R. Morel, for 120 
Days Pay, as 7 to 24th 
June, 1802 - 
10.— Dr, E. Somers, for 92 Days 
Pay, as Physician to Forces at 
the Cape of G. aa i to r2ih 
July, 1803 
15 —Mr. M., Petrie, fo? 304 Days 
Pay, as Commis. of Accounts to 
— in ro to a! 
Id02 _ 
a2.—Sir C. Holloway} who was 
employed on a special Mission 
in Egypt, fort a Year’s Allow- 
ance tor his “Services, to ar 
July, 1803 
26.—Mess. Sewell wat Chandler, 
Execrs. of late N. Whitworth, 
for £ Pay and full Pay, as 
Assistant and Dep. Comm. in 
the Mediterranean, *&c. for va- 
tious. Periods - - 
27.—Lt. Col. Moore, for Ja Yeat’s 
Allowance to 24th Sept. B74 
for his long Services ~ 
Do. for $ a Year’s Do. to agi 
March, 103, for Do. - 
2$..-T. Roope, tor 34° Days Pay, 
as Assist. Comm. in Leeward 
Islands, to 31st Aug. 1803 - 
Ket. Col. Mi. Van Coehoin, for 426 
i ays Pay, as Command.of Royal 
Dutch battalion in bis Maj.’s 
Service at Surinam, to — Dee. 
1802 - 
J.B. Clarke, fos Pay as Assist, 
Commis. at Cape Breton, from 
23d May, £802 to Ist April, 
1803 - - 
+ 26.—Mr. R. Lewis, for 137 
ays Pay as Apothecary to 
Vor. I. 


£. 


' 929 


45 


2,600 


608 


77 


1,040 


56 


87 


215 


220 


75° 
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WN 


339 


235 
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Forces at Chea to a Jan, 
1804 

31. Ct. de Meuron, for he a Yeat’s 
Subsidy to 25th June, 1803, for 
contiauing Kis Corps in his Ma+ 
jesty’s Service 

Nov. 1.—E. Home, Esq. ‘for 565 
Days Pay as Surgeon to the 
Forces, to 24th’ Dec. 1802 - 

4-—M1.W. Cathcart, for 396 Days 
Pay as Dep. crn. to — 
Jan. 1804 

7.—Sir W. Fawcett, for 182 Days 
Pay, and add. Pay as late Adj. 
Gen. to 24th June, 1803 - 

Mr. A, Jaffray, for 2 Years and 190 
Days Pay, as Dep.Commis. Gen, 
in the W. ne to cts Jane, 
1799 

10.—Mr. J. Renin for Difference 

between Pay of a Regimental 
Surgeon and a Staff Surgeon, 
from 6th Nov. 1793 to 8th April, 


17 

Dec. 2t—Pay of ‘sundry Officers of 
Garrison of Minorca, for various 
Periods in r80t and 1802 - 

Pay of sundry Assistant Qr. Mas- 
ter Gens. for 92 Pays to —- 
June, 1803 

3.—Lt. Cols Burnett, Mil. Supers 
intend. of Hospitals, for Pay of 
himself and Resident Superin- 
tendants under his Command, 
from 25th Dec. 180% to ath 
June, 180% ~ 

Do. Do. from 2gth jone to sath 
Dec. 1802 

Pay of sundry Gens ind Staff Offi- 
cers serving at Gilet, for 
various Periods - 

6.—Mr. C. Lind, for 377 Days as 
Assist. Inspect. of Hospitals, to 
25th May, 1863 - 

D. of Richmond, for Pay of a Su- 
pernum. Qr. Master of Royal 
Rest. of Horse Guards, from 

25th Dec. 180% to seh June, 
1802 - 
7.—T.Young, for 132 Days Pay as 
Inspector of ie uaa to a4. 
June, 1803 

Sundry Persons, for 92 Days Pay 

‘ as. Medical Ome, to a 
Sept. 1802 

T.Ross, for 62 Days Pay as Apes 
thecary in the Mediert peat 
Ditto 

Sundry Persons, for Payas Officers 
of the Mospia ty for various 
Periods 
8.—Pay of sundry Staff Officers 
and Officers of the Hos ‘pital in 
America, from 25th Jone to 
24th Dec. 1802 

G. Brinley, for 493 Days add: ‘Pay 
as Commis. Gen. in ASRS to 
21st July, 1803 

9.—Dr. Mc. Neill, for Pay as -Offi- 
cers of Hospitals, for wary 
Periods 

Sir D. Dundas, for 108 Days add. 
Pay as Qr. Master Gen. to tith 
April, 1803 - - 

45 
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Do. for 90 = 4 Pay of twoAssist- 
ants, to 24th March, 1804 - 
J. B. Butler, for 220 Days add. Pa 
as Dep. Commis. Gen. in Nort 
America, to 24th Dee. 1802 - 
s9.—Col, J. Burnet, Mil. Superin- 
tend. of Hospitals, for Pay of 
himself and resident Superin- 
tendants, from 25th Dec. 1802 
to 24th June, 1303 - - 
Pay of sundry Hospital Officers 
Abroad, for various Periods - 
12.—Do. sundry Staff Officers, for 
various Periods - - 
Do. sundry Gen. Officers in Grea 
Britain, for several Periods - 
D. of York, for add. Pay of his 
Pub. Sec. and for Pay of his 
Priv. Sec. from 25th Dec. 1801 to 
24th Dec. 1802 | - 
Col. H. Calvert, for 183 Days add, 
Pay, as Adj. Gen. to 24th Dec. 
1802 . : - 
Do. for 182 Days do. as do. to 24th 
June, 1803 ey ~ 
Do. for 365 Days Pay of an Assist. 
_to 24th Dec. 1802 - : 


f. Se a, 
42 12 6 


t10 


H. Hulton, for 183 Days Pay, as 


Major of Brigade in G. Britain, to 
» 24th Dec, 1802 ~ 
Col. Hislop, to complete his Pay 


for 365 Days, to 24th Dec.1802, ° 


as a Brig. Gen. ~ - 
14.—Maj. R. Hope, who was em- 
ployed on a Mil. Mission in 
Egypt, for 4 a Year’s Allowance, 
to sth July, 1803 - - 
F. Knight, Esq. for 182 Days add. 
Pay, as Inspector of Regt. Hos- 
Ppitals, to 24th June, 1803 = 
Sundry Persons, for } Pay for their 
Services on the Rivers and 
Lakes in Canada, for various 
Periods - - 
Lt. Griffith, for superintending the 
Service of forwarding Deserters 
to and from Ireland, from 25th 
Dec. 1801 to 24th Dec. 1802 = 
36.—-Mr.. R. White, for § a Year's 
Allowance for his Services, as 
late Agent for the Honduras 
District, to 1st Oct. 1803 - 
Mr. A. Baillie, for 123 Days Pay, 
as Assist. Inspect. of Hospitals 


in the Mediterranean, to 24th: 


Sept. 1802 - 2 
2yv—Co!. Dirom, for Pay of an 
Assist. as Dep. Qr, Master Gen. 
in N. Britain, from 25th Dec, 
1201 to 24th May, 1802 ° 
Mess, Trotter, for providing Hos- 
pital Bedding, Camp Necessa- 
ries, Knapsacks, Stores, &c. for 
use-of the Forces - - 
Bat, Baggage and Forage for sundry 
Corps of Regulars and Militia, 
and Forage to several Gen. and 
Staff Officers, and Officers of the 
Hospitals attending the Forces 
Jan. 13.—J. Geddes, Esq. for Sums 
expended by him for Use of 
Forces in N. Britain, in 180% 
14.—Bill of Ex. drawn by the R. 
Bank of Scotland for the Ex- 


130,734 


138,799 


99272 
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change on the Difference be- 
tween the Amt. of Bills drawn 
in Favour of the Rec. Gen. of 
the Land Tax in Scotland, and 
the Amt. of Bills drawn for the 
Use of the Troops there, from 
asth Dec. 1801 to 24th Dec. 
1802, and for an Allowance to 
said Bank for providing Specie 
for Troops in Scotland for said 
Period - - . 
Col. A. Mackay, for his contingent 
Exp. as Dep. Adj. Gen. in N. 
Britaiv, from 25th June to 24th 
Dee. 1801 : ~ - 
Lt. Col. A. Dirom for do. as Dep. 
= Master Gen. in do. from do. 
oO. baad 2 a] e 
March 29 —Do. for sundry Ex- 
penses incurred by him as do. 
for the Year 1801 - ° 
April 4.—Representatives of John 
Powell, Esq. for Balance of an 
Acet. of Menies advanced for 
Out-Pensiéners ‘in N. Britain, 
ordered for Garrison in 1782 ~ 
May 18.—W. Fettes, Esq. on Acct. 
of the extra Exp. of Oatmeal, 
&c. furnished to several Garri- 
sons in N. Britain in 1302 - 
Aug. 2.—J. Geddes, for Sums ex- 
pended by him for Use of Forces 
in.N, Britain in 1802 - - 
Dec. 21.—Col. Dirom, for his eon- 
tingent Disbursements, as Dep. 
Qr. Master Gen. in N. Britain, 
from 2sth Dec. 180% to 24th 
June, 1802 - - 
Col. Mackay, for his contingent 
Disburs. as Dep. Adj. Gen. in 
N. Britain, from 25th Dec. 1801 
to 24th June, 1802 : - 
Do. Do. from 25th June to 
24th Dec. 1802 - - 
Sundry Articles of Clothing, Ac-: 
coutrements, and Necessaries, 
furnished for Use of Forces, and 
to Supernumerary Men, and 
Augmentations to divers Corps 
To make good Deficiencies on As- 
signments of Off-reckonings of 
sundry Corps that were reduced 
or disbanded, at various Periods 
Great a supplied 
to sun Corps 56,653 7 
DeductCashetopned” - ’ 
from the Off-reck- 
onings of several 
Corps of Infantry, 
on Assignments, 
* commencing sub- 
sequent to 25th 
Dec. 1798, and 
ending 24th Dec. 
1801, pursuant to 
his Ma)j.’s Warrant 
of 23d April, 1801 18,923 8 10 
1802. Dec. 29.—Mr. J. Buffa, as a 
Remuneration for long Services, 
as Physician to Forces on Foe 
reign Service,~and the Losses 
sustained when taken Prisoner 
on his Passage from Halifax - 


20,720 11 
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1803. Jan. 22. —-Mr. Donaldson, to 
be paid over to Bamffshire, Reg. 
of Fencibles, for Loss sustained 
by Exch. on passing Bills for 
Pay at Gibraltar, between 23d 
June, 1800 and 25th Oct. 180% 

26,—Mr. J. Perry, Paymaster of 
late 2d Argyllshire Fencibles, to 
be distriouted among the Off- 
cers of said Regt. Loss by ae. 
at Gibraltar 

Ms. S. M. Jonas, for Sine sus- 
tained by him in supplying 
Horses and sundry Articles for 
Use of Army on its Retreat from 
Dunkirk in 1793 - 

27.—Mr. R. Dewar, Assist. Surg. 
of 4tst Ft. for Loss of Baggage, 
&c. taken by the eT at Sc. 
Vincent’s in 1796 

Feb. 1.—Lt. P. Power of Lanes. 
shire Volunteers, for Do. on 
Passage from eager to _ 
lin 

3—Lt. Hubert de Salve, of rst 
Bat. of 6oth Ft. for Losses by 
the Wreck of Ship King ser 
in the West Indies - 

Maj. A. Stewart, of 1st Bat. of rst 
Ft. for Do. at the Evacuation of 
Toulon * 

4—Gen. Maitland, for “replacing 
sundry Accoutrements of 49th 
Regt. of Ft, lost on Service at 
St. Domingo 

Do. for replacing sundry Do. of 
do. Regt. lost by Wreck of Den- 
ton Transport off Guernsey - 

Do. for Losses of several Officers 
of do. Regt. hedtese of do. 
Ship - 

Lt. Gin: Coates, for replacing sun 
dry Accoutrements of 2d Regt. 
of Fr. lost by Wreck of Dutton 
East Indiaman 

7.—Gen. Fletcher, for replacing 
Great Coats of ist Bat. of 35t 
Ft. lost on Service in Holland 

March 2,—Maj. Gen. Wilford, for 
replacing sundry Appointments 
of York Hussars, lost on Service 
at St. Domingo 

Lt. Gen, de Lancey, for replacing 
sundry Accoutrements and ap- 
pointments of 17th Drag. de- 
livered into His Maj.’s Stores, 
and to a Provincial a in St. 
Domingo 

12.—Mess. Dickey, for replacing 

Great Coats, lost by Deserters 
from Ist Bat. of sad Foot = - 

16.—Let. L. Spinluff, of 6th Drag. 
for Loss of a first ‘Charger, shot 
for the Glanders 

May 3.—D. Flyn, Master “of Sloop 
Three Friends, as a Compensa- 
tion for Losses, in consequence 
of Proclam. of 26th Dec. 1792, 
directing a gen. Embargo on all 
Vessels bound to France - 

4.~———Major. P. Bellew, to - be 
paid to the Officers and Staff 
Serj. of 2d Bat. of sth Regt. of 
Fe. for Loss on Bills of Exch. 





drawn fer their Pay and Allow- 
ances when at Gibraltar - 
13.—Lt. Col. G. Stewart of 35th 
Ft. for Loss of Baggage in Gua- 
daloupe in 1794, — a rae 
in 33d Foot 
17——Maj. W.Grey, of 17th Ft. for 
Loss of Baggage and Camp Equi- 
page in Holland in 1799 - 
June 3.—Lt. Gen. Stevens, for re- 
placing Accoutrements of 65th 
Ft. which were destroyed by 
Leakage on Board La Sensible, 
on Passage to Cape of G, Hope 
17.——Mis. A. Robinson, Widow of 
Lt. R. N. Robinson of the Ma- 
rines, for Loss of his Baggage at 
St. Lucia, when teken by a 
Enemy 
25.—-H. L. Frizell, late Capt. in 
the Prince of Wales’ s own Regt. 
of Fencibles, for Loss of Bag- 
gage on his Paseage from Gib- 
raltar 
27.—W. Tail, late Lt. of the Loyal 
Irish Fencibles, for Loss of do. 
on his Passage to Jersey - 
28.—-Mr. A. Jameson, late Surgeon 
to the Garrison of Fort La Mal- 
gue near Toulon, for Loss. of 
Do. on the Evacuation bed that 
Place - 
30——Mad. de Thiballier, as 3 
Compensation of Losses sus- 
tained by her late Husband Col. 
F. de Thiballier, while Com- 
mandant of a Regt. of infantry, 
in the Brit. — at St. Do- 
tmingo - 
July 2 _—Representatives of Gen. 
Lascelles, for replacing went d 


Articles of Appointments of 8th~ 


Drag. which were lost on Ser- 
vice at Cape of Good Hope —_- 

8.—Lt. C. Reynolds, late of 8oth 
Ft. for Loss of a Horse killed by 
the Enemy on the Continent - 

g-—Mr. P. Grant, of 55th Ft. for 
Loss of pub. rae a La in Holland 
in 1799 - - 

Aug. 4—Ld. Kensington, for re- 
placing Clothing:and Accoutre- 
ments of Cambrian Fencibles, 
lost by Wreck of Wepnioese 
Transport - 

Sep. 13.—Maj. Gen. Wemys , for 
Losses sustained by him vy the 
Rate of Exch. on his Pay, while 
Brig. Gen. on the Staff at Gib- 
raltar » 

Oct. 20.—Mr. J. “Stocker, for an 
Indemnification for Lossby Fire, 
in a Magazine provided by him 
for Stockland Volunteers . 

Nov. 7.—D. of Kent, for Loss of 
his Milt. Equipage, as late Com. 
in Chief in America, on board 
Francis Transport - 

Dec. 3.—Mr. I. Hamilton, Pay- 
master of sth Ft. for Losses of 
Officers of said Regt. on-Bills of 
Exch. drawn for oe Pay, &c. 
at Gibraltar 

Lt. Gen. H. Johason, for Loss of 
4E2 
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Baggage of sundry Officers of 
Bist Ft, by Wreck - Ship De- 
terminée - 2 

to.—E. Mundel, late, a Capt. in 
Nottingham Fencibles, for Loss 
of Baggage -on Passage from 
Ireland - 

12.—Lt. Gen. de Lancey, for. re- 
placing sundry Appointments 
of 17th Drag. which were taken 
by the Enemy on raege to the 
West Indies 

13-—Capt. Mac hess of 7th 
Fe. for Loss of 3 Horses in Hol- 
land 

14.—Gen. Hall, for teplacing the 
Colours of the 3d Regt. of: Ft. 
which were lost on board Poms: 
borné East Indiaman - 

Mr, J. Window, to enable him a 
make such Paynients for Hospi- 
tals, &c. as may be digechoa by 
the Sec, at War - - 

Mr. G. Garnier, ‘Apothecary Gen. 
fer Medicines, Instruments, and 
Materials, delivered for Use of 
Forces - ~ 

Contingent Exp. of Commanaesi in 
Chief's Office to onreners 
1803, on Account - 

Contingent Exp, of Adj. Gen.’s 
Office to Bicmocings 1803, on 
Account 

June 8—Col. Wynyard, for his 
Contingent Exp, as. Dep. Adj. 
Gen. from asth Dec. 1800 to 
24th Dec. 1801 - 

Dec. 12.—-Do. for do. from asth 
Dec. 1802 to 24th June 1803 - 

Gen. Sir D. Dundas, for his Con- 
tintent Exp. as Qr. Mafter Gen. 
from 25th June 1801 to agth 
Dec. 1802 

rz. Months Contingerit Exp. of 
Qr. Matter Gen.’s Office, to 24th 
Dec, 1803, on Account - 

6 Months Pay of Assistant Qr. 
-Mafter Gens. in G. Britain, to 

_  agth. Dec, 1803, on:Account ~- 
Contingent and Extr. Exp. of se- 
veral Dep and Assistant Qr. 
Mafters Gen, far sundry Periods 

Sundry Gen, Officers, &c. for Exira 
Exp. of thernselves and other 
Officers under their Cammand, 
for Hquse Rent, Forage, &c. 

12 Months Cantin. Allowances >to 
Field Officers and Captains of 
Foot Guards, to 24th Jan. neat 

Contingent Exp. of 2 Regs. 
Life Guards, from 2<th Dec. 
1799 to 24th Dec. 1800 - 

Towards Jevy Monéy of sundry 
Augment, several a of nies 
Guards - 

W. Gorton, Esq. for providing 2 
Table for Officers of Life and 
Foot Guards on Duty at $r. 
James's, &c. from 25th March 
1802 to 24th March 1803 ~ 

Mr. Downes, for advertising De- 
serters in the Hue andCry Police 
Gazette, from roth July 1302 
to 2d July 1805 - : 
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Jan.. 31.--D. of Gloucester, for 
Rent of certain Apartments in 
the Horse Guards, customarily 
possessed by the rft Majors of 
the Foot Guards, converted into 
a Mil, Store, from 2sth June 
1793 to 24th Dec. 1799 - 

Feb. 1.—-W. Fisher, Esq. Ree. 
Gen. in Norfolk, to reimburse 
like Sum paid by. him to Wives 
and Families of Men in Provi- 
sional Cavalry 

5.—Mr. E. H. Sandys, Clerk of 
Lieutenancy of County of Kent 
for his Bill of Exp. for arrang- 
ing Plans proposed by Ld. Grey 
in Case of Invasion 

8.—D. E. Davy, Esq. Rec. Gen. 
for E. Division of County of 
Suffolk, to reimburse like Sum 
paid for Horses for Provis. Ca- 
valry of said County, and for 
Relief of Families of Men serv- 
ing in that Corps e. 

O. R, Oakes, Esq. Rec. Gen. for 
W. Division of Do. County, for 
Do. Services 


10—Mr. C. Mason, for Anau. 


of Deductions for additional rz 
Pence in the Pound made from 
his Pay as late Comm. of Ac- 
counts to Forces on the Conti- 
nent, from 21ft June 1783 to s4 
July 1787 

11.—Lt. Gov. Singleton, for bis 
Annual Allowance in lieu of 
Emoluments as Lieut. Gov. of 
Landguard —_ to aqth Dec. 
1801 

Mar, 1. —Capt, D’ Auvergne, Duke 
de Bouillon, for Table Money, 
and as a Remuneration of Exp. 
incurred when commanding a 
Division of armed Vessels -at 
Jersey, from. 14794 to 1802 - 
a.—G. Aust, Esq. Commis. Gen. 
of Musters, for extra Exp. of 
new Arrangements made in his 
Office - 

4.—A. Lechmere, Esq. Rec. Gen, 
of County of Worcester, to re- 
imburse Jike Sum, paid on Ac- 
count of Horses for Provisional 
Cavalry of said County 

5.—Col. H. Calvert, to be paid 
over to Mr. J. Walter, for Exp. 
of certain Regulations for Guid- 
ance of Regs. of Infantry - 

10.—L, Morse, Esq: for. Printing 
and other Charges.attending the 
Publication of the Army List 
for 1802 

12.—-Col. Yorke, fon & yearly Al- 
lowance, in lieu of Emoluments 
to Dep. Lieut. and other Offi- 
cers of the Tower, to 24th June 
1802 ~ 

15.—Sir W. Pitt, for deyearly Al- 
lowance, as Gov. of Rortsmouth, 
in lieu of Emolamentsy to agus 
Dec. 1797 

Do. for his yearly Allowance as 
De. to 24th Dec. 1798 . 
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Do. for his yearly Do., as Do., to 
24th Dec. 1799 - 

Do. for his yearly Do., as yo ed to 
24th Dec. 1800 ~ 

Do. for his yearly Do., as Do., to 
24th Dec. 1801 - 

Lr. Col, A. Hope, for his yearly 
Do, as Lt. Gov. of Edinburgh 
Cascle, to 24th Dec. 1800 - 

Po. for his yearly Do., as Do., to 
24th Dec. 180% - 

viet Cox and Co. for Exp. of se- 
veral Officers on the Removal 
of Depét from Chatham to the 
Isle of Wight 

18.—Ld, Mulgrave, pas Hire of 
Ground for Encampmepts in 
Yorkshire, in 1799 - 

a2.—Mr. W. D. Adams, for Diff. 
between estimated Value of 
Ground he had purchased, and 
the Ovens he had erected at 
Guernsey, and the Sum for 
which they were sold - 

28.—J. White, Esq. Solic. of the 
Treasury, on Account of the 
Exec. of late Rt. Hon. R. Rigby, 
to replace certain Sums allowed 
by the Auditors in his Account, 
after the final Decia. thereof 

April 6.—-Messrs. Hunt and Co. 
for Damage they sustained by 
the Encampment of Forces at 
Netley in 1800 - 

25.—-W. Pollock, Esq. for Fees 
paid on the Investiture of Maj. 
Gen. Cradock with the Order of 
the Kath : 

May 14,—Mess. Bunney and Gold, 
for printing Heads of a Bill for 
amending and reducing into one 
Act the Laws relating to the 
Militia - - - 

20.—Rev. J. Hodgson, for 1 Year's 


Rent of the Minister’s House - 


in the Savoy, hired for Use of 
the Forces, to 24th Dec. 1802 

43.—Kepresentatives of J. Robin- 
son, Esq. for Hire of Ground for 
Troops encamped at Harwich, 
from 1793 to 1799, and for Da- 
mages, &c. sustained in conse- 
quence thereof - 

25.—T. Rice, Esq. Surveyor of the 
Guards, for Work done ,in Re- 
pairs of the Horse and Foot 
Guards, &c. for 1801 - 

Mr. J. Bailey, for Damages sus- 
tained by him b Encampment 
of Forces at he ha in the 
Years 1793, 4, 5, and 6 - 

June 8.—Lt. Gen. Hulse, for Hire 
of Ground for Encampment of 
Forces uhder his Loaner in 
1801 

t1—0O. R. Oakes, Esq. Ree. Gen. 
for W. Division of Suffolk, 
reimburse like Sum paid for 
Horses papelies Provisional Ca- 
valr 

July 14.—Gov. of the Corporation 
of the Poor of the City of Bris- 
tol, for Exp. incurred for Pas- 
sage, &e, of discharged Soldicrs 


££ 
289 


239 


289 


204 


204 


5 he 
6 
6 








and their Wives and Children 
from Bristol to Ireland - 

26.—L. Morse, Esq. for carrying 
on for 1 Year, to Midsummer 
1803, a progressive List of the 
Commissions of ali the Officers 
in the avo - 

Aug. 3.—Prince de Rohan, for all 
Claims against Gov.on Account 
of the Reg. which he raised for 
his Maj.’s Service, and for Losses 
which he thereby incurred - 

15.—Col. Yorke, for the 4-yearly 
Allowance to Dep. Lieut. and 
other Officers of the Tower, to 
24th Dec. 1802, in at of Emo- 
luments - 

23-—Mr. A. de Pogei, as a Re- 
ward and in Reimbursement of 
Exp. incurred by him in making 
several Models for Mil. Pur- 
poses - 

Sep. 19.—]. White; Esq. for Exp. 
of several Witnesses, in attend- 
ing Trial of W. Hepburn, late 
Lt. Col. of the 3ift Foo ty and J. 
M‘Cumming, Capt. in said Reg. 

Oct. 15.—Mr. Coleman, Veterinary 
Surgeon General, for travelling 
and other Exp. incurred by him 

Messrs. Tatham and Egg, for 
making new Muskets, &e. to 
Pattern, and for their Trouble 
in attending for the Purpose of 
making Experiments therewith 

Nov. 25.—L. Morse, Esq. for 
Charges aitending Publication 
of the Army List for 1Sc3 - 

Dec. 3.—Maj. Gen. Hewitt, to be 
paid to sundry Staff Officers of 
Recruiting Diftricts, for Exp. 
incurred in removing from their 
several Stations in 1803 

5.-~Mrs. D. Caswell, Executrix of 
late T. Caswell, Esq. formerly 
Dep. Paymaster Gen. tewards 
Exp. incurred in making up Ace 
counts of Mr. Rigby 

A. Singleton, for his Ann. Al. 
Jowance as Lr. Gov. of Land- 
guard Fort, to 24th Dec. 1802 

23-—Captain S. Campbell, for 
Marches and Contingencies of 
his late Independent Company, 
from 24th Feb. to 24th O&. 1782 

24.—Mr. }. Quibampton, for Hire 
of Ground for Use of Forces at 
Ashford - - 

Extra Allowance to Troops on 
Account of High ee of Bread 
and Meat = 105,488 








1,765,092 
Deduct— 

The Sum granted to his Majesty 
in the last Session of Parl. to- 
wards defraying the Ext. Exp. 
of the Army for the Year 
1803 - 1,405,000 o 6 

Cash rec. from Navy Board, being 
in Reimbursement of so much 
issued on Acc. of Foreign Corps, 
and applied to Service of Trans- 
port Department 23,377 6 © 
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Cash rec. of Mr. Mitford, towards 
making good sundry Bills drawn 
by the Hon. G. Stuart, Go- 
vernor of Fort George, for Con- 
tingencies - 972% 17 

Cash received of Mr. Chapman, 
bejng the Produce of Dollars 
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returmed from Secret Service 
Money . 25433 18 4 
a ei 1,425,884 1 & 

eT. 


Remains to be provided for 339,207 18 7 


Pay Office, Horse Guards, 


D. Tuomas, 
28th March, 1804. 


Accountant. 











Papers presented to the House of Commons respecting PAYMENTS made by the Government of Iretaxn, 
at Par, to all Persons ia and from Ireland, since the Union—Presented and ordered to be printed, 


26th March, 1804. 


An Account of Payments made by the Government of Ire- 
land, at Par, 0 all Persons in and from Ireland, since 
the Unjon ; distinguishing the dmount paid in each 
Session of Parliament; the Average Rate of Exchange, 


N. B. The preceding Average Rate of Exchange, 
and the Total Amount above Par, are taken on 
the actual Remittances and Drafts of the Irish 
Treasury. 
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Solicit 


and the Total Amount above Par; setting forth the 
Orders under which the Payments were made at Par, 
and a Copy of the Firm of such Orders. 


Copies ¢ 
ai 
Baini 
land, 
the T 


Tf the Average Rate and Amount be required as upon thé 
- highest and luwest Rates of the Exchange, they wit 
stand as follows: 





Average Rate of 

Exchange, and To- 

tal Amount above 
Par. 


Amount paid to 
Persons. 





Gent 
of the’ 
of Clare 
of his s 
to be, 

Mess 


Highest and Lowest|Average Rate and 
Rate of Exchange a-|Total Amount above 
bove Par. Par. 


Highest.| Lowest. 


In _ From 
Ireland. Treiand. 





Rate per 
Cent. 





Amount. 


oo. Se. "Gil hse. So oie 
4 13 11/241 15 2 
2.332. G1283. 4-8 
618 16 3 


Average.| Amount, 


Session] £. s. d| £. s. dl f. s. d. 
1801 I 2 3 10 Io 
1801-2 13 2°84 
1802-3 I 53 hae: ae 











Session 

380! _ 
y8or-2 — 
1802-3}  — 


Gent 
Lds. Ce 
Teller « 
of 923 
his Lo 
the hor 

Messr 











Total £}25,861 10 Ir (British Money. 


























Description of Persons from Ireland who have at any Time received Payments at Par from the Government of 
Ireland; with the Amount paid to each Person, in the last Three Sessions respectively. Gent 
en 


™ of the 
to Jam 
for the 
expens 
busines 

Messr 





Form of 
Orders ; see 
Appendix, 


Description. Sums paid. Orders. 





£- 

1,515 
4,029 
6,219 
1,200 
59347 
1,850 


ao 
> 


d. 

Late Lord Chancellor .. 2.20.2 .0ec0e ce 8 
Late Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieut. .. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer...... 0.4... 
Salary. for his Clerk 400/. per Ann. . 
Lords of the Treasury... ...seeceeseeeees 
Chief Clerk of the Treasury .... 
Clerk for the Irish Supplies and Ways and 
Means, Salary 40o/: per Ann,......... 1,200 
Counsel to Revenue Commissioners...... 950° 
Secretary to the Commissioners of Excise 1,050 
Inspector Gen. of Imports and Exports.. 200 
Assistant to Ditto ...ecc0.seccee veces 600 
Late and present Revenue Solicitors...... 900 
Deputy Customer of Dublin Port........ 700 


Total....f. 


Comrs. of the Treasury.. 
cowcien! DEO “ vacsee 
Chancellor ef Exchequer 
coasce, DIRO cciees 
Comrs. of the Treasury... 
eeeeee Ditto 


Gent 
Comrs. 
give a 
Croftor 
sum of! 
&e. &e. 
Messr 


On OBA 


Chancellor of Exchequer 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditte 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


ereeee eeeree 


e@eeeeee e@eeeeve Gent 
the Ld: 
Teller « 
on you 
desire t 
alike ; 
loan fo; 
be, &c. 
Messr. 


eocoo0o0°0 
eo0o000g00 


oe eetee ee etee 





- 
°. 
_ 
= 


25,361 

















Particulars of the above Sum. 


Lo aud 
4,029 4 4 
25369 4 78 
400 0 9 
1,643 11 6 
65@ 0 © 
750 @ 9 


Jn Account of all Salaries and Pensions charged upon the 
Revenue of England, which have been paid at Par to 
Persons resident in England, between the 5th of Ja- 
nuary 1803 and the sth January 1804. 


British Money. 

Salaries, as particularly stated under- phy 

neath eg ret te 12,850 7 7% 
Pensions - - - - None 


Gent 
of the’ 
Right } 
amount 
as he m 
in Lone 


Chief Sec. to the Lord Lieut, < 
Chanc. of the Excheq, - 
Salary for his Clerk re 
Lords of the Treas. - ~ 
Chief Clerk of the Treas. - 
Counsel tothe Reven. Comrs. = 
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Solicitor to the Revenue - - 100 o 

Sec. tothe Comrs.of Excise = - 600 ° 

Assist. to the Inspr. Genl. of Imports 
and Exports - - - 

Clerk for Irish Supplies and Ways 
and Means ~ . i 


300 ° 


400 ° 

Total for Offrs. from Ireland, 

- occasinaHy Residents in Eng. 

Offrs. of Ho. of Commons and 
others, resid. in Eng. for 
preparing the Public Parlia- 
mentary Business - - 


£.12,850 7 7% 


EE,242 © - 5% 


1,608 7 2 
Total - 


A. 

Cupies of the Forms of the different Orders given by the 
Lords of the Treasury of Ireland, on Messrs. Puget and 
Bainbridge; for Advances made to Officers from Ire- 
land, and afterwards passed in sAccuunt by the Lords of 
the Treasury at Par. 


Dublin, zoth June, 80x. 
Gentlemen,—!I am directed, by the Lds. Comrs. 
of the Treas., to desire that you will pay to the E. 
of Clare the Sum of 1,615/. 7s. 8d. British, on acc. 
of his salary to the 24th June.—I have the honour 
to be, &c. &c. 


Messrs. Puget and Co. Grorce Sues. 


Dublin, 24th Oct. 1201. 
Gentlemen, — The E. of Loftus, one of the 
Lds. Comrs. of the Treas., having paid to the 
Teller of H. M. Excheq. to your Credit, the Sum 
of 923/. 15.6d. British, you will therefore honour 
his Lordship’s orders to that amount.—I have 
the honour to be, &c. &c. 


Messrs. Puget andCo. GrorceCavenpiss. 


Dublin, 6th Jan. 1802. 
Gentlemen,—I am directed, by the Lis. Comrs. 
of the Treas., to desire that you will give credit 
to James Crofton, Esq. their lordships’ ch. cletk, 
forthe sum of 300/. British, being on acc. of his 
expenses, &c. in going to London on the public 
business.—I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 
Messrs, Puget and Co, G. CavENDISH. 


Dublin, rgth Jan. 1803. 
Gentlemen, I am commanded by the Lds. 
Comrs. of the Treas., to request that you will 
give a credit on their loftdship’s acc. to James 
Crofton, Esq. their lordship’s ch. clerk, for the 
sum of 500/. British.—I have the honour to be, 
ke. &e. 


Messrs. Puget and Ce. G. Cavennisn. 


Dublin, 18th Jan. 1802. 

Gentlemen,—James Crofton, Esq. ch. clerk to 
the Lds, Comrs. of the Treas., having paid to the 
Teller of H.M. Excheq. the sum of so0o/ British, 
on your acc., I am directed by their lordships to 
desire that you will give credit to Mr. Crofton for 
alike sum, and charge the same to acc. of ‘the 
loan for the present ycar.—I have the honour to 
be, &c. &e. 


Messrs, Puget and Co. G. CavENDISH. 


Dublin, 4th Feb. 1802. 
Gentlemen,—! am directed by the Lds. Comrs. 
of the Treas. to desire that you will pay to the 
Right Hon. Maurice Fitzgerald, such part of the 
amount of his salary of 1,200/. Irish, per annum, 
as he may have occasion for during his residence 
ia London, the said salary to be computed from 
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the 2sth of Dec. last.—l have the honour to be, 
ke. &e. G. Cavenbis#. 
Messrs. Puget & Co. 
Dublin, 27th April, 1802. 
Gentlemen,—I am directed by the Lds. Comrs. 
of the Treas. to desire that you will give a further 
credit of zool. to James Crofton, Esq. their lord- 
ship’s ch. clerk, on account of his attendance in 
London on public business.—I have- the honour 
to be, &c. &c. G. CAVENDISH. 
Messrs.. Puget, & Co. 
Dublin, fst Oct. 1802. 
Gsntlemen,—The E. of Loftus, one of my Lds. 
Comrs. of the Treas. having paid into the Treas. 
on your ace. the sum of sool. British, 1 am com- 
manded by their lordships to desire that you will 
give credit to Ld. Loftus for said sumaccordingly-—~ 
I have the honour to be, &c. &c. G. CavenpDisH. 
Messrs. Puget & Co. 
Dublin, 17th Nov. 1802. 
Gentlemen,—The E. of Loftus, one of the Lds. 
Comrs. of the Treas. having paid to the teller 
of the Exchequer, on your acc. the sum of 
2761. 38s. 53d. British, 1 am to desire that you 
will give credit to the E. or Loftus for a like sum. 
—I have the honour to be, &c. &c. G. CAVENDISH. 
Messrs. Puget & Co. 
Dublin, r2th April, 1803- 
Gentlemen,—I am commanded to desire that 
you will give credit to the E. of Loftts for any 
sum he may require out of his salary as one of 
the Lds. Comrs. of the Treas. at the rate of 1,200]. 
Irish per annum, commencing from 24th June 
last, the period to which his lordship was last paid. 
—I have the honour to be. &c. &c. G. CAVENDISH. 
Messrs. Puget & Co. 
Dublin, 28th April, 1803. 
Gentlemen,—I am commanded by the Lds. 
Comrs. of the Treas. to desire that you will give 
creditto the Right Hon. Wm. Wickham, for any 
sum he may require out of his salary as chief se- 
cretary to his Exc. the Ld. Lieutenant of Ireland, 
at the rate of 4,365]. Irish, per annum, com- 
mencing from the 25th of Dec. last (the period 
to which he was last paid) and charge the amount 
of the payments you may so make to him to 
acc. of their lordships.—! have the honour to be, 
&e. &e. G. CavenDisi. 
Messrs. Puget & Co. 


Copies of the Forms of the different Orders 
given by the Right Hon. Isaac Corry, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer of Ireland, 
on Messrs, Puget and Bainbridge ; for 
Advances made to Officers from Ireland, 
and afterwards passed in Account by the 
Lords of the Treasury at Par. 
deg! 
Sirs,—Mr. ——— who has attended in Loadon 

throughout the session of parliament as 

having occasion for an advance of money on ac- 
count of his public services, you will be pleased 
to pay him £.——, taking his receipt for that sum, 
and charge the same to the account of the Treas. 
of Ircland, as an advance to Mr lam. S:rs, 
&e. Isaac Corry. 


fC.] Loadon, 

Messrs. Puget and Co. Pay ——~ or bearer £. " 
on acc. of his public services in London, as an 
advance, and charge the same to the acc. of the 
Treas. of Ireland, Isaac Corry. 


omental 
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{D.] London, 

Messrs. Puget & Co. Pay or bearer, £:—-, 
for account of the Treas. of Ireland. 

Isaac Corry. 
fE.} London, 

Messrs. Puget & Co. Pay or bearer, £.—~-, 
and place the same to the acc. of the Treas. of 
Treland, as paid to me for my own private acc. 

i Isaac Corry. 

Note.—The above is the form of the orders 
given by the Chan, of the Excheq. for his owa 
nse, in the session, 1801 : sinc: when, his orders 
have been uniformly drawn, to be placed to his 
private acc. with the house of Puget and Bain. 
bridge, as follows : 


Messrs. Puget & Co. London, 
Pay or bearer, £.—- and place the same 
to the acc. of Isaac Corry. 
And those orders have heen so charged ac- 
cordingly and nor placed to the acc. of the Treas. 
of {reland. At the close of each year the Chan. 
of the Excheq. whilst in Ireland has, on re- 
ceiving the orders of the Lds. of the Treas. for 
his salaries, paid in a sum to the teller of the 
Excheq. in Dublin, for acc. of Puget and Bain- 
bridge. After which payment, the amt. thereof 
has been charged to the Treas. of Ireland, in acc. 
by Puget and Bainbridge, the Chan. of the 
Excheq. for the surplus of his acc. with their 
house, remaining subject to all charges of ex- 
change, &c. as a private individual, 
Pucer: and BaINERIDGE. 








Papers presented to the House of Commons 
respecting Lorp Hoop’s Claim to Paize 
Money at Toulon. Presented to the 
House ot Commons, March 23, 1804. 


Abstract of Proceedings respecting Lord Hood's 
Claim to Prize Money taken at Toulon. 

His Majesty was pleased, by his order in coun- 
cil (Nov. 17, 1802) to refer to a committee a 
memorial of Lord Vis. Hood, Admiral of the 
White Squadron of his Majesty’s fleet, praying 
a reward tothe officers, seamen, and marines ot 
the fleet under his command, for so sai! of French 
line of battle ships and 3 frigates completely burar 
or destroyed ; and for 6 other sail of the line 
materially injured at Toulon in the year 1793; 
and also tor certain other French ships which had 
been taken possession of and brought away by 
the memprialist, and had been armed and em- 
ployed in his Majesty*’s service immediately or 
soon after the memorialist got possession of Tou- 
lon; and stating, that had these ships been 
condemned in the High Court of Admiralty, the 
valuation of their hulls and stores would have 
been paid by the Commissioners of his Majesty's 
navy, and the value of the ordnance and ord- 
nance stores by the Board of Ordnance, and the 
amount distributed to his Majesty’s officers, sea- 
men, and marines, scrving under the command of 
the memorialist at the time the said ships were 
taken possession of ; and therefore praying that 
his Majesty would be graciously pleased to direct 
the value of the said French.chips to be reported 
by the commissioners of his Majesty’s navy, and 
the value of the ordnance and ordnance stores to 
be reported by the Board of Ordnance’; and that 
the sum which may be found to be the vaine of 
of the said ships, with their ordnance and ord- 
bance stores, should be paid to the memérialist in 
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trust, together with the estimated value of such of 
the French ships as were lost whilst employed in 
his Majesty’s service, and their ordnance and 
ordnance stores, as well as such remuneration as 
his Majesty may think the memorialist entitled to 
for burning or destroying to sail of French 
line of battle chips and 3 frigates, to be distri. 
buted to the officers, seamen, and marines, ser- 
ving under the command of ithe memorialist at 
the time the said French ships were taken posses- 
sion of, in such’shares and proportions as directed 
by his Majesty’s proclamation, and in conformity 
to the usage of the navy.—The Lords of the Com- 
mittee (Feb. 12, 1803) referred the said memorial 
to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to 
the end that directions should be given to the 
Commissioners of his Majesty’s Navy to prepare 
an estimate of the value of the said French ships 


at the time they were brought away from Tou-. 


lon, not including therein the ordnance and ord« 
nance stores.—-And similar reference was made at 
the same time to the Master General of the Ord- 
nance, for causing to be prepared ‘and laid hefore 
the Committee, an estimate of the value of the 
ordnance and ordnance stores on board the said 
French ships at the time they were brought away 
from ‘Toulon.—In returo to this order the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty transmitted to 
the Lords of the Committee a letter received from 
the Commissioners of his Majesty’s Navy, dated 
1st April, 1803, with an inclosure, entitled, 
‘* Valuation ot the ships found at Toulon, and 
armed for his Majesty's service by Lord Hood, 
2gth August, 1793,” the total amounting to 
£236,742; copies of which letter and inclosure are 
hereunto annexed—And the Secretary of the 
Board of Ordmance also by letter dated the gth 
April, 1803, transmitted to the Lords of the 
Committee, by command of the Master General 
and Board of Ordnance, two accounts, No. 1, en- 
titled, “* An Account shewing the value of the 
ordnance and stores taken on board the under- 
mentioved French ships at Toulon, and delivered 
into his Majesty's stores at Portsmouth and 
Priddy’s Hard as per returns from the respective 
otlicers 5; made out in pursuance of the honouwable 
Roard’s order of 29th March, 1803,” amounting 
to 18,1731. 10s. 1ofd.; and No. z, entitled, “ Esti 
mate of the value of the ordnance and ordmance 
stores on board the following ships which were 
armed by Admiral Lord Hood at Toulon, 29th 
April, 17933 calculated upon the supposition 
that the same were cqual in quantity and condi- 
tion, according to the rate of the ships, to what 
was delivered at Portsmouth from the Commerce 
de Marscilles, Le Pompée, Le Puissant, Le Are- 
thase, Le Topaze, La Perle, La Moselle, and La 
Sincere ; prepared pursuant to the Board’s order 
of the rath April, 1803,” amounting to the sum 
of £.10.421. 4s. making together the sum of 
£28,594 148. 10$d.; copies of which accounts 
are also hercunto annexed. — 
Navy Office, 1st April, 1803. 
S1r,—In obediencetothe directions of the Rt. Hon. 
the Lds. Commissioners of the Admiralty, signified 
by your letter of the 23d February last, we cratis- 
mit you, herewith, an estimate of the value of the 
French ships taken at Toulon, as mentioned 1n 
the memorial from Lord Hood which accompani¢ 
your letter aforesaid, and of such others as were 
lost while employed in his Majesty’s serwice 5 pre- 
pared according to the general value of ships % 
similar descriptions, from the records in the offiee 
of such of whem as ave been valned apon their 


lords of 
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last, to | 
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arrival in “this country, and from the best infor- 
mation which could be obtained of their state and 
condition ; and desire you will please to lay the 
the same before their lordships—-We are, &c. 
H. Duncan, J. Henstow, B. Tucker. 

Sir Evan Nepean, Bart. 


Valuation of Ships, Ordnance and Ord- 
nance Stores found at Toulon. 


Value of ships found at Toulon 
and armed for his Majetys’s 
service, on the 29th August, Re ee 2 
I - - - - - 236,742 0 0 

Value of ordnance and ordnance 
stores on board the ships arm- 
ed by Lord Hood at Toulon, 
on the zgth of August, 1793 

Value of ordnance and ordnance 
stores, taken on board French 
ships at Toulon, and deliver- 
éd up to his Majesty’s stores 
at Portsmouth and Priddy’s 


Hard - - = ~ a 


10,421 4 © 


18,173 13 10% 





265,336 14 1c} 











Orper of His Masesty in Council, ap- 
proving Committee Report submitting to 
his Majesty's favourable Consideration 
the Claim of Viscount Hood, in Behalf of 
himself, and of the Officers, Seamen, and 
Marines serving under his Command at 
Toulon, in the Year 1793.—Dated 31st 
August, 1803. 

_ At the Court at St. James's, the 31st of August, 

1803. Present, the King’s Most Excellent Muyesty in 

Cuncil.—Whereas there was this day read at the 

board, a report from the right honourable the 

lords of the committee of council; dated the 24th 
of this instant, in the words following; viz.——~ 

“ Your Majesty having been pleased, by your 

orde: in council, bearing date the 17th November 

last, to refer unto this committee a memorial from 
the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Hood, ad- 
miral of the white squadron of your Majesty’s 
fleet, praying reward to the officers, seamen, and 
marines of the fleet under his command, for ten 
sai!of French line of . battle ships, and three fri- 
gates, completely burnt or destroyed ; and for six 
other sail of the line materially injured at Toulon 
in the year 17933 and also for certain other French 
ships which had been taken possession of and 
brought away by the memorialist, and had been 
amed and employed in your Majesty’s service im- 
mediately or soon after the memorialist got pos- 
session of Toulon; and stating, that had these 
ships been condemned in the High Court of Ad- 
miralty, the valuation of their hulls and stores 
would. have been paid by the commissioners of 
your Majesty’s navy, and the value of the ordnance 
and ordnance stores by the Board of Ordnance, 
and the amount distributed to your Maley offi- 
cers, seamen, and marines, serving under the com- 
mand of the memorialist at the time the said ships 
were taken possession of; and presuming to hope 
that the form of condemnation not having been 
gone through, will not be considered as an insur- 

Mountable: objection to the granting’to the offi- 

ters, seamen, and marines, of your Majesty’s fleex, 

that reward for their services, which they would 
Von, I, 
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have received, had the said ships been condemned, 
And tbat the said ships having so long been con- 
sidered as British men of war, will the more cer- 
tainly insure to the memorialist, and to the officers 
and seamen serving under him, the value of the 
said French ships, with their ordnance and ord- 
nance stores, according to estimate made of some 
of them, at the time of their arrival in England; 
and that such of them as were lost, whilst €m- 
ployed in the service of your Majesty, without 
being valued, may be estimated according to the 
general value of ships, ordnance and ordnance 
stores of similar force and description. And 
praying that your Majesty would he graciously 
pleased to direct the value of the said French 
ships to he reported by the commissioners of your 
Majesty's navy, and the value of the ordnance 


and ordvance stores to be reported by the Board - 


of Ordnance; and that, the sum which may be 
found to be the value of the said ships, with rheir 
ordnance and ordnance stores should be paid to 
the memorialist in trust, together with rhe esti- 
mated value of such of the French ships as were 
lost whilst employed in your, Majesty’s service, 
and their ordnance and ordnance stores, as well as 
such remuneration as your Majesty may think the 
memorialist entitled to for burning or destroying 
ten sail of French line of battle ships, and three 
frigates, to be distributed to the officers, seamen, 
and marines, serving under the command of the 
memorialist, at the time the said French ships 
were taken possession of, in such shares and pro- 
portions as directed by your Majesty’s proclama- 
tion, and in conformity to the usage of the navy: 

The lords of the commitree, in obedience ta 
your Majesty’s said order of reference, proceeded 
to take the said memorial into consideration, and 
were clearly of opinion, that the form of condem- 
nation not having been gone through, cannot be 
considered as an insurmountable objection to the 
granting to the officers, seamen, and marines, 
serving under the memorialist, a due reward for 
their services ; and that the memorialist has fully 
established their claim thereto: but the commit- 
tee, confident that your Majesty’s well known 
wisdom and equity have long since weighed and 
appreciated the merit and services of the memoe 
rialist, and the officers, seamen, and marines em— 
ployed in the said expedition, do not deem them- 
selves called upon to offer any opinion to your 
Majesty upon that point; but have felt it their 
duty nevertheless, in compliance with that part of 
the prayer of the memorial, to cause accounts to 
be made out of the estimated value of the French 
ships found at Toulon, and armed for your Ma- 
jesty’s service by the memorialist, and of the ord- 
nance and ordnance stores on board the same at 
the time they were browght away from Toulon; 
and also of such of the said ships, with their ord~ 
lance and ordnance stores, as were Jost whilst 
employed in your Majesty's service ; and having 
received returns thereof from the lords commis- 
sioners of the admizalty, and from your Majesty’s 
Board of Ordnance, the committee take leave to 
annex to their report copies of the said returns, 
and do agree humbly to submit the claim of the 
memorialist, in behalf of himself, and of the offi- 
cers, seamen, and marines, serving under his 
command upon the said expedition, te your Ma- 
jesty’s favourable consideration. His Majesty 
having taken the same into his royal:considera- 
tion, is pleased by and with the advice of his 
privy council to approve thereof. 
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Lorn Hoon’s Memorrat, praying his 

’ Majesty’s Direction to the Advocate Ge- 
neral, to prepare a Grant for the Amount 
of the estimated Value of the Ships, 
&c. taken Possession of at Toulon; dated 
Royal Hospital, Greenwich, September 6, 
1503. 


To the King’s most Excellent Mayesty in Council. —~ 
The Memorial of Samuel, Lord Viscount Hood, Admiral of 
the White Squadron of your Majesty's Fleet—Humbly 
sheweth, that your Majesty having on the 31s¢ 
day of Aug. last been graciously pleased to ap- 
prove of the report of the committee of the lords 
of your Majesty’s most hon. Privy Council, on the 
former memorial presented by your Majesty’s me- 
morialist in behalf of himself, officers, seamen, 
and marines of your Majesty’s fleet under his 
command, at the time he took possession of Tou- 
lon, and of the ships and vessels in the harbour 
on the 31st day of August, 1793.-——Your Ma- 
jesty’s memorialist now humbly prays your Ma- 
jesty would be graciously pleased to direct the ad- 
vocate general to prepare a grant for the amount 
of the estimated value of the ships and vessels 
taken possession of and armed for your Majesty’s 
service at Toulon, together with the amount of 
ordnance and ordnance stores according to the 
three severxl returns fiom your Majesty’s Navy 
and Ordnance Boards, annexed to the report of 
the committee of the lords of your Majesty’s most 
honourable Privy Council, in trust, to the’end 
that the same may be distributed to the officers, 
seamen, and marines of the fleet, under the com- 
mand of your Majesty’s memorialist which were 
_then present, and aiding and assisting in the cap- 
ture of the French ships and vessels.——-Heon. 








Report of the Committee of the Houser 
of Commons, to whom the Petition of 
the Owners of Lands in the Islands of 
SHETLAND, /for themselves and on Be- 
half of the other Heritors and Inhabi- 
tants of the said Islands, was referred. 
Dated March, 1804. 


Pursuant to the order of the House, your 
committee have examined the matter of the said 
petition: to prove the allegations whereof, Mr. 
John Scott, being examined, said, that he is a re- 
sident in the Island of Valey, about 20 miles from 
Lerwick—he was there during the last season— 
that the last harvest was very unfavourable owing 
to bad weather; that seed was imported from Ber- 
wick, and some from the North Country also, but 
neither answered; that the population of the 
Shetland Islands is from 20 to 22,0003 that the 
expense of the meal and bear imported last season, 
amounted to more than £. 30,000; ‘that the har- 
vest of 1802 was a very indifferent one; that the 
fishery affords a great supply for the island, and 
the fishery of 1802, as well as that of 1803, was 
unfavourable; that the inhabitants live on oat- 
meal, milk, and fish; that great quantities of cat- 
tle were sold ast year to purchase grain, whereby 
a great quantity of land was laid waste on account 
ot the cattle being so disposed of; that he only 
- knows of one life being lost'on account of scar- 
city, but.as the season advances the scarcity will 
be more alarming; that seed will be wanted, and 
if not sent soon will be too late to be sown for the 
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harvest; that the seed is put into the ground in 
April and May; that they have no barley, and 
they sow bigg ia May; that if no relief is given 
many lives will be lost; that the relief afforded b 
government which arrived inthe middle or Jan. 
last, saved the lives of many persons ; that he con. 
tributed, last year, 4 years’ income to the neces. 
sities of the island, and that the contributions of 
the island io general were not Jess; that the sup- 
ply in 1784, was sent in money, and was of great 
service ; that the distresses now are much greater 
than in 1784; the people were then in a better 
condition, having had several good years; but by 
the great exertions made last year, on account of 
the tailure of ihe crop and fishery, the funds for 
their relief are exhausted. And the witness added, 
that the seed potatoes are very scarce, and that if 
some were sent, it would be of great service. 





Reso.tutions of the CommitTree of the 
House or Commons appointed to ad. 
just such Differences as may arise be- 
tween Masters and Workmen engaged 
in the Cotron ManuracTuREs.—— 
Presented to the House, March 28, 
1804. 

The committee appointed to consider of the 


most speedy and effectual mode of adjusting such 
differences as may arise between masters and 





woikmen engaged in the Cotton Manufacture, and ° 


to report the same.as it should appear to them to 
the House; and to whom the minutes of the evi- 
dence taken before the Committee, on the peti- 
tions presented to the House, in the last Session 
of Parliament, and also the several proceedings of 
the House, or of any committee thereof, in the 
same session, relating to the Cotton Manufacture, 
were severally referred ; and who were instructed 
to consider of proper measures to be taken for 
preventing such differences, and to report the se- 
veral matters referred to them, together with their 
observations and opinion thereupon to the House; 

Having perused and considered the minutes 
of the evidence taken before the commitiee, to 
whom the several! petitions presented to the House 
in the last session of Parliament, relating to the 
Act of the 29th and 4ota year of his present Mae 
jesty, intituled, “* An Act for settling Disputes 
‘6 that may arise between Masters and Workmen 
“ engaged in the Cotton Manufacture, in that 
“« Bart of G. Britain called England,” were refere 
red; and having taken into their consideration 
the Bill for amending the said Act, which was pre- 
sented to the House in the last session ef Parlia- 
ment, for the more effectually settling such dis 
putes ;—Have come to the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, that it appears to this commit- 
tee, that the Act of the 39th and 4oth year of his 
present Majesty, for settling disputes between 
masters and workmen engaged in the cotton mae 
nufacture in England, has not produced the good 
effects that were expected from it.-—z. Resolved, 
that it appears to this committee, that the prin- 
ciple and object of the said Act was the establishe 
ment of a short, summary, impartial, and compe- 
tent tribunal, for che determination of al] disputes 
atising between masters and workmen engaged in 
the same manufacture, respecting the same. 
Resolved, that it is che opinion of this committet, 
that ihe power given by the said Act to masters 
and woikmen respectively to nominate persons to 
hear and determine disputes arising between them 
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respecting the said manufacture, has been produc- 
tive of great inconveniencies and delay.——4. 
Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, 
that it is expedient that so much of the said Act 
of the 39th and goth year of his present Majesty, 
as empowers the masters and workmen, in case of 
such disputes, respectively to nominate persons to 
hear and determine such disputes, should be re- 
pealed ; and that, in lieu thereof, it should be 
provided, that, in cases of disputes between mas- 
ters and workmen engaged in the said manufac- 
ture, respecting such manufacture, any justice of 
the peace for the county, town, division, or place, 
wherein such dispute may arise, shall be em- 
powered and required to hear, and finally deter- 
mine such dispute, if the parties to such dispute 
shall by writing under their hands so require; and 
if they shall not so require, then that such justice 
shall forthwith nominate four impartial persons, 
residing in or near to the place where such dispute 
shall have arisen, two of whom shall be masters, 
or agents or foremen of masters, and the other 
two workmen, from and out of which persons so 
nominated the master and workman shall and 
may severally choose one; which person so chosen 
shall have power to hear and finally determine 
such dispute.—5. Resolved, that it is the opinion 
of this committee (although they are aware of the 
caution which is requisite in the application of 
legislative regulations to internal arrangements in 
the concerns of trade or manufacture) that it is 
expedient in the present circumstances, with a 
view to prevent, as far as may be possible, any 
disputes arising beiween masters and workmen 
engaged in the above manufacture, to provide, that 
wit. every piece of work hereafter to be delivered 
out, by or on behalf of any master, to any work- 
man engaged therein, there shall be given, by the 
person delivering out the same to such workman, 
if required by such workman, a ticket, signed by 
the person delivering out the same, stating the 
quantity of the materials delivered out, the nature 
of the work to be done, and the price of terms 
agreed upon for the executing such work in a 
workmanlike manner.——6, Resolved, that it is 
the opinion of this committee, that the expenses 
which may be incurred in the determination of 
such disputes, should be limited by some specific 
regulations, 








Return to an Order, of the House of 
Commons, dated the 19th March, 1804, 
for *«* An Account of the Number of 
“ Districts from which Assessments, 

made by virtue of the Act imposing 

a Duty on Property, bave been re- 

turned to the Office for Taxes ; stating 

the Total Sum assessed :”—Also, for 
** An Account of the Number of Dis- 
* tricts from which no such Assessments 
“ have been returned to the said Of- 
“ fice.” Dated from the Office {for 
Taxes, March 26, 1804.—-—Signed, W. 
Lowndes, B. Barne, H. Hayes, E, Me- 
dows, H. Hodgson. 

We beg leave to state, that the act, imposing 

a duty on property, not requiring that assessments, 

made by virtue thereof, should be returned to this 

office, we are not enabled to lay before this hon. 

House, the accounts required, in the form stated 
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in their order.——But, being anxious to give this 
hon. House all the information of which we are 
in possession, we beg leave to make, the following 
observations :—It is the usage of this office to re- 
quire the surveyots, as soon as all appeals are de- 
termined, to transmit to this office, a copy of each 
assessment, with the amount of the sums assessed, 
distinguishing the particular duty; from which 
copies, checked by the duplicates transmitted to 
the receiver general and the King’s remembrancer, 
the accounts of this office are kept.——-Under the 
Assessed Tax Acts, which commence on the 5th 
of April yearly, the surveyors’ accounts of the nett 
assessments are usually transmitted in or before 
the month of Oct. next after the end of the year; 
18 months being usually necessary for that pur 
pose. For our earlier information of the pro 

bable produce of those taxes, we require copies of 
the gross assessments to be sent up as early in the 
year of collection as possible; and which are 
usually transmitted by the roth of Oct. in that 


| year.—-The Act for imposing a Duty on Pro- 


perty, &c. having passed so Jate as the r1th of 
Aug. and commissioners being to be specially ap- 
pointed for that purpose, before the necessary pa- 
pers could be transmitted to them, that Act was 
not generally begun to be carried into execution 
until the beginning of Nov.; so that, pursuing the 
practice under the Assessed Tax Acts, we could 
not expect the transmission of the gross assess- 
ments until the end of April next.——But, in order 
to afford us the best evidence that can be obiain- 
ed, at present, of the probable produce of that 


| tax, as well as to enable us to judge of the pro- 


gress mace from time to time in the execution, we 
have required the surveyors to transmit the amount 
of the gross estimates of the profits, as returned by 
the assessors and the parties, and the deductions 
then allowed, and the probable period when the 
collectors of the duty would be appointed. From 
the returns of 115 surveyors, the probable pro- 
duce of the duty, in their respective districts (sub- 
ject to variations from surcharges and claims of 
exemptions, and abatements, and other causes of 
appeal) will amount unto £. 1,626,000.——-The 
amount of assessments under the Income Act, in 
the same districts, in the year 1801 (exclusive of 
assessments under commercial commissioners) was 
£°1,597,300.—The sums accounted for by Bank 
Certificates delivered at the commissioners office, 
on the duty on dividends without assessment, for 
one half year, amounted, on the 21st instant, to 

39200. And the amount assessed in 35 dee 
partments of office, as returned to us, amounts 
unto £. 146,900.-—-The number of surveyors who 
have not returned accounts of the probable pros 
duce of gross assessments, is 169, ——The number 
of departments of office, which have not returned 
the amount of assessments under their respective 
commissioners, is about 30.——We have received, 
from 23 surveyors, accounts of the commence- 
inent of the collection of the duty in their respec 
tive districts; and from g2 other surveyors, assu- 
rances that the duties will be ready for collection 
before the end of April next.—From 169 sur- 
yeyors, we have received no positive information 
as to the period of the commencement of the col- 
lection ; but we have reason to believe, that the 
assessments are in a progressive state, and that the 
commissioners are sedulously proceeding to com- 
plete the assessments in every district except one, 
wherein commissioners have not yet been found to 
accept the office, 
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‘Passed in the present Sesion of Parlizment, and in the 44th Year of the Reign of bis present 
Majesty, George LIT. ; containing those passed since the Christmas Recess on the 20th of Dec. 
1803, to the Easter Recess, March 29, 1804; with the Date of their meeting the Royal Assent, 
(For the Acts-passed previous to the Christmas Recess see p. 383). 


Chap..19. An act for punishing mutiny 
a d desertion; and for the. better payment 
of the army and their quarters, [passed Oth 
March, 1804.]} 

20. Aun act for the regulation of his Ma- 
jesty’s royal marine forces while on shore. 
{9th March, 1804.} 

21. An act tocontinne, until 3-months after 
any restriction imposed, by any act of the 
present session of Parliament on the Bank of 
Englaad from issuing cash in payments shall 
cease. An act, made in Parliament of Ire- 
land in the 37th of his present Majesty, for 
confirming and continuing the restrictions 
on payments in cash by the Bank of Ireland, 
and also an act made in the 43d of his pre- 
sent Majesty for amending the said act. [gth 
March, 1804.] ; 

22. An act to indemnify all persons who 
have been concerned in issuing or carrying 
into execution an order of the Lord’s Com- 
missioners of his Majesty’s Treasury, for per- 
mitting the exportation of seed corn to 
Portugal, from Great Britain. [9th March, 
1804.] } 

28. An act for allowing vessels employed 
in the Greenland Whale Fishery, and clear- 
ing out from any port in Great Britain, to 
compiete their full number of men at certain 
ports for the present season. [9th March, 
1804.] 

24, An act for further continuing, until 
the 25th of March. 1806, an act made in the 
33d of his present Majesty, for rendering the 
payment of creditors more equal and expedi- 
tivs in Scotland. [oth March, 1804.] 

25. An act tu enable his. Majesty to grant 
the inheritance in fee-simple, of certain ma- 
vors, messuages, lands, and hereditaments, in 
the. parishes of Byfleet, Weybridge, Walton, 
Walton Leigh, and Chertsey, in the County 
of Surry, to his Royal Highness Frederick 
Duke of York and Albany, for a valuable 
consideration. [9th March, 1604.] 

26. An act for charging, unti! the 25th 
day of March, 1805, certain rates and draw- 
backs, and for allowing certain bounties and 








drawbacks upon goods, wares, and merchan- 
dize, imported into and exported from Ire- 
land; and also, for charging certain inland 
duties of excise and taxes in Ireland in lieu 
of former rates, duties. taxes, bounties, and 
drawbacks. [23d March, 1804. } 

27. An act for charging, until the 25th 
day of March, 1805, certain increased coun- 
tervailing duties on the importation into Ire- 
land, of the several goods, wares. and mer- 
chandize therein mentioned, being the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of Great 


-Britain; and for allowing increased draw- 


‘backs’ on the exportation to Great Britain of 
the several articles therein mentioned, being 
the manufacture of Ireland. [23d March, 
1804.] 

28. An act for granting to his Majesty a 
duty upon malt made in Ireland, for the year 
1804. (23d March, 1804.] 

29. An act for permitting, until the 5th 
day of May, 1805, the importation of hides, 
calve skins, horns, tallow, and wool, (except 
cotion wool,) in foreign ships, on payment 
of the like duties as if imported in British or 
Irish ships, [23d March, 1604. ] ' 

30. An act to revive and continue, until 
8 months after the ratification of a definitive 
treaty of peace, an act, made in the 42d of 
his present Majesty, for repealing several 
acts relating to the admission of certain ar- 
ticles of merchandize in neutral ships, and 
to the issuing orders in council for that pur- 
pose, and for making other provisions in lieu 
thereof; and also, to indemnify all persons 
who have been concerned in issuing or caf- 
rying into execution orders of council for 
permitting the importation of certain goods 
from America in neutral ships. [23d March, 
1804.] 

- 31. An act for raising the farther sum of 
two millions by loans or exchequer bills, on 
the credit of such aids or supplies as have 
been or shall be granted by Parliament for 
the service of Great Britain, for the year 
1804, (23d March, 1804.] 
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